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INTRODUCTION

Dave Bickerton

As I was writing the introduction to the report this time last year, I was pontificating on when we’d
see the return of the September gales that had been missing in the past couple of autumns; I didn’t
have to wait long as we experienced a memorable period of ‘weather” bringing all manner of seabirds
to our coast and indeed, further inland.

I always find reading the review of the year an enjoyable trip down memory lane, highlighting
some of the more memorable moments be that the throngs of Waxwings in January, an early morning
walk in May to see the Pallid Harrier in the Bowland Fells, meandering around Leighton Moss, taking
in the much admired juvenile Purple Heron, finding a totally unexpected Purple Sandpiper on my
local patch or getting sand-blasted on Ainsdale Beach marvelling at the Leach’s Petrels, Gannets and
Manx Shearwaters struggling along the tide-line. Lancashire has so much to offer all year round and
it is this we try to put on record in this annual journal.

The birds above may be some of the highlights of the year but arguably, more important are the
records of the more common species that quite often get overlooked. I believe we’ve been particularly
successful in getting the right blend of information and readability in the reports of late, continuing
with the full colour format that has made the publication appealing to many people - something that
we must continue to do if the format is to survive. Combining the data we receive from individuals,
surveys such as WeBS, local bird clubs and national recording schemes is a significant task but one
that a committed bunch of volunteers, led by the recorder & editor, Steve White, carry out each year.
We are fortunate to have such a dedicated team as other counties are struggling in this regard.

The Lancashire Bird Report is always one of the first major county reports to be published
as we follow a tried and trusted plan of action and this year we seem to be ahead of schedule.
Recently we’ve published a whole raft of other publications such as the Vertebrates book last year
and two moth books - “Micro-moth Field Tips” and “The Pug Moths of NW England” (which society
members received at a discounted rate). The latter two, though based around data from our region,
proved to have a much wider appeal with excellent peer-reviews; they have been highly successful
in generating income that can be used to subsidise publications with a smaller distribution.

The Bird Report has run at a loss in itself since we went full-colour, subsidised through provision
of data to environmental consultancies and wider publications such as the Avifauna. The Society has
been run very well financially and is in good shape but it does rely on the continued and, happily,
increasing level of support of its membership currently standing at over 150; we would like to get
that up to 200 if possible, especially as over-the-counter sales have diminished as the traditional
outlets have become more commercialised. If you are not a member and value the annual report,
please join up! In recent years, members have received the Dragonfly and Vertebrate booklets for free
and next year, there will be the new Butterfly and day-flying Moth Atlas.

So, thank-you to everyone who’s contributed to this report in whatever way, and I hope you
enjoy reading it whether cover-to-cover or by dipping into certain species accounts. It'll soon be time
to submit your records for 2018!

Leach’s Petrel, Mersey Narrows, 5 October (Steve Young)
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REVIEW OF 2017

John Wright

January

The year started with bright and fairly cold weather with overnight frost. The second week was
unsettled and increasingly windy, and there was snow in many places on the 12th to 14th. The
second half of the month was mostly dry and settled, and cold at times, but it turned much milder
and wetter in the last few days.

It began with six Bearded Tits showing well at Fleetwood Marsh on the 1st but they were last
seen on the 5th. A Great Grey Shrike was present at Whlttlngton on the 5th and another was around
Nateby & Eagland Hill on the 14th & 22nd. e

The regular adult Iceland Gull was seen at Marton
Mere on the 2nd was followed by a first-winter at
Fishmoor Reservoir, Blackburn on the 3rd. The latter
site then produced a first-winter Caspian Gull on
three evenings between 1st & 8th and a first-winter
Glaucous Gull on the 17th; Iceland Gulls increased to
two first-winters on the 18th with an adult on the 20th.
This excellent run at Fishmoor continued with a third-
winter Kumlien’s Gull on the 21st & 22nd — a very rare
appearance in the county. |

This great variety of gulls was matched by the geese Kumleins Gull, Fishmoor Reservoir
on the mosses. A blue Lesser Snow Goose (of unknown (Bill Aspin)
origin) moved with Greylag Geese from Marshside to
Nateby on the 5th. This was followed by a stunning adult Red-breasted Goose with the Pink-footed
Geese at Marshside on the 4th; it moved to the Fylde and was relocated at Braides Farm, Pilling on
the 8th.

The flock of 10,000 Pink-footed Geese it was with remained around Braides Farm for the next
two weeks and on the 21st the flock contained the Red-breasted Goose, a Todd’s Canada Goose, a
Taiga Bean Goose, three Tundra Bean Geese, four Barnacle Geese and 20 European White-fronted
Geese - a veritable feast for those on a wild goose chase. By the end of the month there was also a
Pale-bellied Brent Goose and a Greenland White-fronted Goose at Thurnham and a Dark-Bellied
Brent Goose at Cockerham. The Pinkfeet also contained several leucistic and melanistic individ-
uals.

In the south-west the Pinkfeet were joined by five Tundra Bean Goose at Formby on the 5th and
European and Greenland White-fronted Geese, and Pale-bellied and Dark-bellied Brent Geese
were also on show. Sightings of European White-fronted Geese also came from the east of the
county with one at Alston on the 19th and ten at Stocks Reservoir on the 28th & 29th.

February

February started with mild and wet south-westerlies but between the 5th and 12th easterly winds
prevailed and brought snow to many parts on the 11th and 12th. From the 13th onwards it was
generally mild and it was relatively quiet until the 20th. The last third of the month was unsettled
and often windy.

Winter 2016/17 produced another Waxwing invasion with many birds returning to previously-
favoured locations. The highest counts were of 120 in Liverpool, 110 in Padiham, 108 in Blackburn,
106 in Barrow and 90 in Preston. Other notable sightings included 62 on Longridge Fell, 40 in Chorley,
51 at Adlington, 54 in Lancaster, 30 in Lytham St Annes, 28 in Silverdale and twelve in Southport. By
the end of the winter Waxwings had delighted folk in over half the 10km squares in the county.

Two Long-tailed Ducks wintering on Pine Lake were unusual as were singles at Brockholes
and Clowbridge Reservoir. Other winterers attracting lot of attention included the 80,000 Starlings
roosting at Leighton Moss and a lovely male Black Redstart at St Walburge’s Church in Preston,
often to be seen alongside the resident Peregrine Falcons.

Bitterns were a particular feature of the month with several at Leighton Moss, two at Marton
Mere, two at Brockholes and singles at Middleton, Fleetwood, MMWWT, Mere Sands Wood, Arley
NR and Northwood in Kirkby. Later in the spring booming was heard at MMWWT and Lunt
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Meadows with some ‘tuning up’ heard at Leighton Moss. Whilst there was no successful breeding
these were hopeful signs for the future.

Two lovely Shore Larks were discovered on the saltmarsh at Bank End on the 27th and delighted
many observers during their month-long stay. A Great Grey Shrike at Grimsargh Wetlands on the
28th may well have been the one that had arrived at Brockholes in November 2016.

The annual search for Water Pipits on high spring tides produced a peak of six birds at The
Heads/Burrow’s Marsh on the 28th, two on Warton Marsh and one at Fleetwood.

March

March began mild and changeable. South-westerlies persisted until mid-month but there were some
quieter interludes. It was unsettled and briefly colder from the 20th to the 22nd with some snow in
the north and east. Several days of dry, sunny weather followed, but it turned unsettled again and
very mild for the last few days.

Chough has always been a tricky bird to catch up with in the county so one seen on the Stanley
School playing fields at Marshside on the 2nd was a great find. It was re-located at Hesketh Out
Marsh on the 7th and was then seen flying east over Fleetwood on the 9th. It then settled on the golf
course at Blackpool’s Stanley Park from the 18th to the 25th and was much admired.

A Willow Tit at Wood End Sewage Works near Burnley from the 3rd was notable as was the
Marsh Tit seen again at Warton Bank on the 7th & 24th.

An internet plea for help with identification of a thrush in Preston on the evening of the 12th was
quickly picked up by county birders as something unusual. Further investigation produced a precise
location and what happened next will go down in county birding folklore. Two intrepid birders
arrived in Fulwood at dawn on the 13th to find the female Black-throated Thrush in the exact spot it
was seen the previous evening. In view for less than a minute this county first flew off and was never
seen again! For the many disappointed observers who arrived too late some compensation came in
the form of a first-winter Caspian Gull at Preston Dock.

Many of January’s geese were still being seen on the Fylde and south-west mosses but two
Tundra Bean Geese with Greylag Geese at Alston Wetlands from the 14th was a rare sighting in the
east of the county.

An adult Ring-billed Gull was a nice find at MMWWT on the 19th but it was on the move and
not seen subsequently. Whooper Swans were now heading back north and on the 22nd & 23rd poor
weather grounded 550 birds in the east of the county, including 137 at Hurstwood Reservoir.

The only Lapland Bunting of the year was a male at Cockersand on the 24th & 25th. The notable
influx of Cattle Egrets from 2016 resulted in six wintering in Birkdale and roosting at Southport
Marine Lake. These birds moved to the north Ribble marshes from the 29th. Numbers here further
increased with ten feeding in the Warton and Freckleton area and roosting at the Naze Pool. A
separate flock of three was present at Yealand Storrs and roosted at Leighton Moss from the 2nd.

April

April began with a mix of sunshine and showers, but it soon became dry, warm and sunny as high
pressure built from the south. It was often unseasonably warm until the 9th. The rest of the month
was cooler but remained mostly dry and settled. A northerly wind brought widespread wintry
showers on the 25th and 26th, and the 30th was wet.

An Iberian Chiffchaff singing at Seaforth on the 8th & 9th was only the second record for the
county. Another rarity was a Woodlark calling over Billinge Hill on the 19th. This was only the third
county record but the second at this site after one last year.

In Bowland the Hen Harrier breeding season got off to an extremely poor start with just a single
immature male displaying in Croasdale. It was with some excitement therefore that a male harrier
was seen displaying in Whitendale on the 26th. To the observer’s disbelief it was not a Hen Harrier
but a stunning adult male Pallid Harrier. News was released on the 27th and that evening the first
observers made the long walk up the valley. Whilst watching the harrier they could not believe their
eyes when an immature White-Tailed Eagle also appeared!

The eagle roosted overnight and then disappeared early on the 27th. By the weekend the Pallid
Harrier had become a major draw and it performed superbly caching food, nest-building and sky-
dancing above the heads of its many admirers. This breath-taking display was often so close that the
bird’s calls rang across the valley.
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Late afternoon on the 29th the harrier became agitated and drew observer’s attention to the
returning White-tailed Eagle. In another moment that will go down in county birding folklore the
Pallid Harrier then chased the eagle out of the valley! The Pallid Harrier was the county’s second
record and the White-tailed Eagle our third. The harrier held territory until 14 May and was much
admired by observers from far and wide. Also, in Bowland, Barnacre Reservoir produced a roost
count of 582 Whimbrel on the 26th, part of a co-ordinated count that produced a county total of
1620.

A Black Tern at Stocks Reservoir on the 27th was the first of a superb spring passage with
a massive coastal influx on the 30th. At least 215 flew past Heysham with 71 at Rossall Point, 60
off Crosby, 43 at Cockersand, 26 at Blackpool and 24 at Seaforth. Alongside them were impressive
numbers of Artic Terns with 621 past Rossall on the 30th.

May

The first third of the month was settled, warm and sunny with mainly easterly winds. The second
half was more changeable but mostly warm. There was a notable hot and sunny spell from the 23rd
to the 26th, followed by significant thunderstorms across many areas on the 27th.

The tern movement continued with 712 Artic Terns past Rossall on the 1st and Black Terns
delighting observers across the county with flocks all along the coast and at many inland waters.
Our summering Spoonbills appeared again at Leighton Moss with a flock of six arriving on the 3rd,
increasing to seven on the 4th. Three stayed around until the 29th July and with a breeding pair as
close as West Yorkshire it cannot be long until another nesting attempt is made in Lancashire.

Puffin is a surprisingly rare bird in the county so singles off Heysham on the 4th and Blackpool
and Rossall on the 5th were noteworthy. Also, on the 5th a high count of three were seen at Jenny
Browns Point and this was then surpassed by the five off Rossall on the 8th. One was also off
Heysham that day and this good run continued with two off Blackpool on 10th and another here on
the 17th, when two were seen off Rossall.

The easterly winds also produced a nice run of Wood Sandpipers with the highest count of three
at Lunt Meadows from the 5th. A Temminck’s Stint was at MMWWT from the 16th and was the
only record this year.

Dotterel sightings on Pendle Hill were again poor despite the favourable winds with three on
the 7th, four on the 8th, one on the 9th and one on 11th. In addition, only one was seen on the south-
west mosses at Burscough Bridge on the 7th.

June
The first ten days of June were changeable, with mainly westerly winds, but rather warm. After that
came a dry, sunny and increasingly hot spell between the 17th and 19th. This period brought the
highest temperatures in June since 1976. After a thundery breakdown, it was generally cloudy from
the 22nd onwards and turned very wet in many areas in the last few days.
The plight of the Turtle Dove was again highlighted by a single record in a garden at Cockden,
Burnley on the 1st. This was only the third record in east Lancashire in the 21st century. On a more
positive note, Nightjars were present in east Lancashire for the third successive summer and two
were seen together on the 3rd.

A totally unexpected Sooty Shearwater flew west past A
Knott End then Fleetwood Promenade on the 6th. This was ’ P
the first record of this county rarity since one off Seaforth in N
September 2009. Another rare sighting on the 6th was the
three young Black-tailed Godwits on Newton Marsh. This 7, i
was just reward for the dedicated team that watch over our 23
small breeding population.

Despite the coastal influx Cattle Egrets had not moved
inland so east Lancashire’s first at Stocks Reservoir on the /
12th was a great find. Even better was the discovery of a
magnificent adult Caspian Tern at Holden Wood Reservoir
in Rossendale on the 20th. Remarkably, after leaving the
res?rvoir it was soon reloc.atefi at Leighton Moss. To the Caspian Tern, Leighton Moss
delight of many observers it lingered here throughout the 21 June, (David Talbot)

-
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following day giving excellent views from the Causeway Hide. It was the seventh for the county and
five of the seven birds have been seen at Leighton Moss.

July
July was a generally unsettled month, but it was often warm until the 20th. It was cooler from the 21st
onwards, and there was some heavy and persistent rain at times.

In a productive breeding season for many species the Mediterranean Gull colony at Belmont
Reservoir grew to an incredible 49 pairs and they fledged 51 juveniles. Elsewhere, three pairs bred at
Marshside where two chicks were seen.

The other great success story continued with Little Egrets at Southport Marine Lake fledging
five juveniles and fourteen pairs nested at the Ashton Hall colony. Sadly, no Hen Harriers bred in
Bowland, but it was an exceptionally good year for breeding Merlin. Nine pairs fledged 32 young,
and this was the best result in Bowland since at least 1991.

Also, in Bowland a bumper vole year was a boost to the Short-eared Owl population with nine
pairs breeding, eight of which were successful. It was equally beneficial for Bowland Barn Owls with
24 pairs fledging an amazing 124 young.

Despite being high summer return wader passage began with four Wood Sandpipers at
MMWWT on the 6th. Roseate Terns were
also on the move and three different birds
were seen at Seaforth between the 6th and
22nd.

A heavy rain shower at MMWWT on
the morning of the 26th brought in a lovely
Gull-billed Tern. This was yet another
major rarity, only the fourth county record
and the first for 22 years. Many observers
rushed to MMWWT but unfortunately the
bird left after only 90 minutes and most Gull-billed Tern, MMWWT, 26 July (Andy Bunting)
were left frustrated.

August

August began unsettled with rain or showers and mainly westerly or south-westerly winds, and this
pattern continued until the 18th. It turned warmer from the 19th, and it was often warm and sunny
between the 25th and 29th, but the month ended cooler and showery.

Purple Sandpipers winter in small numbers on the Lancashire coast but had never been recorded
inland until a juvenile was found at Rishton Reservoir on the 11th & 12th. On the 13th a male Ferru-
ginous Duck was a great find at Hesketh Out Marsh and it stayed until the 16th.

This run of good birds continued with an immaculate juvenile Purple Heron appearing at
Leighton Moss on the 18th. Often elusive, it rewarded patient observers with great views from the
Grisedale Hide right through until 27 October. This was the 15th county record of which eleven have
been at Leighton Moss.

A juvenile Black-necked Grebe was at MMWWT from the 21st to the 23rd. Also, on the 21st
an Ortolan Bunting was sound-recorded as it flew over Knott End and this was the twelfth county
record. More conventionally visible-migration-watchers recorded a good passage of Tree Pipits
with a peak of 43 over Crown Point on the 17th.

September
September started with a weak ridge of high pressure which brought relatively quiet weather, but
the rest of the month was generally unsettled and wet. It was often cool with frequent westerly and
north-westerly winds and belts of persistent rain alternating with brighter showery weather, espe-
cially around the 10th-13th. It was warmer from the 20th onwards with mainly southerly winds.
The Sefton Coast enjoyed another good autumn for Sandwich Terns, notably 2300 feeding off
Formby Point on the 1st.
A superb juvenile Wilson’s Phalarope was a fantastic find at Alston Wetland on the 9th. This
lovely bird stayed all day and attracted a large and appreciative audience — it was the eleventh record
for the county. A juvenile Pectoral Sandpiper on Crossens Out Marsh on the 10th & 11th was the
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only record this year

All eyes then moved to the coast with the persistent westerly then north-westerly gales producing
the perfect seabird storm. The much-anticipated Leach’s Petrels appeared all along the coast with
the spread on the 11th including 17 at Heysham, 15 at Knott End, 28 off Blackpool and 15 in and
around the mouth of the Mersey.

Along with them came beautiful Sabine’s Gulls firstly blown into Morecambe Bay past
Heysham, Cockersand and Knott End then out past Rossall and Blackpool with a total of four indi-
viduals between the 11th & 13th. A juvenile was also in the Mersey Mouth on the 11th. Another treat
for sand and spray blasted observers was a juvenile Long-tailed Skua off Starr Gate on the 13th.

Grey Phalaropes were a particular feature of these storms with singles off Fleetwood, Otter-
spool and in the mouth of the Mersey on the 11th. The Mersey was particularly favoured with four
reported on the 12th and 13th. Also, on the 13th two were on the tideline at Ainsdale and singles
offshore at Formby Point and Blackpool. One was at Heysham on the 14th.

As is often the case in these
storms seabirds began to appear in
unusual locations with a juvenile
Gannet at Leighton Moss on the
10th and another at Marton Mere
on the 12th. Manx Shearwaters
followed with one at Preston Dock
on the 16th and another in a Wray
garden the same day.

Other notable records this
month included a fine Corncrake §
photographed by a lucky observer £
on the Reedbed Walk at MMWWT ==
on the 18th. The county’s thirteenth
Buff-breasted Sandpiper made a
[ C RO CRYERS WOIRICE Siavonian Grebe, Alston Reservoirs (Mike Watson)
23rd followed by an Arctic Skua
at MMWWT on the 25th and an incredible 1000 Cormorants were roosting at Mere Sands Wood.
This busy month ended with a juvenile Slavonian Grebe frequenting the Alston reservoirs from the
30th.

October

October began unsettled and south-westerly winds prevailed for most of the month. There were
some notably high temperatures at times, especially on the 16th and 23rd-24th. It was often cloudy,
but rainfall amounts were generally modest. It turned colder with overnight frost in places during
the last few days.

Yellow-browed Warblers appeared on cue but in relatively small numbers so inland records at
Great Harwood, Longridge, Foulridge, Skelmersdale and Billinge Hill were particularly notable.

Seabirds were still affected by the persistent wind and rain with a Grey Phalarope at Knott End
on the 6th and a remarkable flock of nine Red-throated Divers at Stocks Reservoir on the 7th.

Diligent searching of the Golden Plover flocks at Crossens Out Marsh was rewarded with
the discovery of a smart adult American Golden Plover on the 9th - this was the tenth county
record. Amazingly a juvenile Long-billed Dowitcher was also found on Crossens Out Marsh that
afternoon.

The following day both birds moved across the road to Marshside and showed well to an appre-
ciative crowd who also enjoyed the Curlew Sandpipers, Little Stints and Ruff present with the large
flocks of Golden Plover, Lapwing and Black-tailed Godwits.

The finding of a juvenile Long-billed Dowitcher at MMWWT on the 13th left observers
wondering if it was the same bird until they were found together on the Ribble Marshes on the 18th!
Here they stayed until the last sighting on the 5th of November.

Another rarity quickly followed with a Little Bunting seen and heard flying over New Laithe
Farm, Newton-in-Bowland on the 18th, the first east Lancashire record and only the eighth in the
county. Also, in east Lancashire an exhausted Manx Shearwater was taken into care from the Leeds-
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Liverpool Canal at Rishton on the 19th and was released at Ainsdale the following day.

Velvet Scoters are now occurring regularly with the large Common Scoter flocks off our coasts
and the four that flew past Formby Point on the 20th was the highest count of the year.
A probable Siberian Lesser Whitethroat was caught at Heysham on the 23rd and a feather was sent
for DNA analysis. The results confirmed the bird was of the Siberian (blythi) subspecies and this was
the first confirmed record for Lancashire.

Another exciting month ended with a first-winter Red-breasted Flycatcher briefly in the Ainsdale
Dunes on the morning of the 24th. This was only the 10th county record and the first since 2001.

November

November started off relatively quiet, but most of the month saw weather fronts crossing the county
at frequent intervals. There was dry and sunny weather in between and it was briefly very mild from
the 20th to 22nd. It turned colder in the last week with widespread frosts.

The only Great Grey Shrike in the second half of the year was at Preesall Flashes on the 2nd &
3rd. A juvenile Long-tailed Duck was at Seaforth until the 7th and another was off Heysham on the
26th. A Slavonian Grebe was recorded on the Morecambe Bay WEBS count on the 9th and two were
seen off Heysham on the 15th.

The most remarkable feature of the late autumn was an unprecedented influx of Hawfinches.
Starting with a single at High Tatham on 16 October these powerful finches were seen all across the
county with the largest flock of ten at Kemple End, Longridge on the 30th of October. In November
records came from Banks Marsh, Belmont, Billinge, Brockholes, Clitheroe, Crosby, Crossens, Ellel
Grange, Farington Moss, Galgate, Hesketh Out Marsh, Leighton Moss, Longton Marsh, MMWWT,
Rimrose Valley, Roby Mill, Southport and Walton-le-Dale. Eight in yews at Pleasington Old Hall,
Blackburn on the 5th raised hopes of potential breeding at this former site.

A Siberian Chiffchaff was trapped and ringed at Billinge Hill on the 17th and was the only
record this year. At Little Crosby, a remarkable five Firecrests (including a bird ringed on the Isle of
Man) were trapped at a private site this month. On the 19th another Firecrest was located at Walton-
le-Dale Sewage Works and went on to winter here along with several Chiffchaffs.

Starlings roosting in the reedbeds at MMWWT built up to a massive 50,000 during the month
and their spectacular murmerations were appreciated by crowds of visitors at the North West Bird
Fair. Teal numbers at MMWWT also built up to an internationally important count of 9787 this
month.

The appearance of a dapper male American Wigeon with the Wigeon flock at Newton Marsh on
the 29th was surprisingly the only record of the year.

December

The first week was mild, but between the 8th and 16th it was often cold and frosty. It was mild with
westerly or south-westerly winds for most of the second half of the month, but snowfall occurred in
some areas after Christmas.

A Black-necked Grebe made a brief visit to Pine Lake on the 1st. On the 2nd a Chough appeared
at Heysham Head where it was seen regularly through into 2018. Along with the bird in March these
were Lancashire’s ninth and tenth records.

Also, on the 2nd a male Eider appeared on Stocks Reservoir; this was a rare inland record but on
the coast huge flocks gathered in Morecambe Bay peaking at an impressive 1710 on the 10th.

A juvenile Great Northern Diver was well inland on Parsonage Reservoir from the 12th to the
14th before relocating to Dean Clough Reservoir on the 15th.

Delightful Snow Buntings appeared in good numbers with a peak of 27 on Pendle Hill on the
12th and a feeding station in Rossendale held 22 on the 22nd. On the coast singles were at Crosby,
Rossall Point and Ainsdale Dunes and two were on St Annes Beach.

The year ended as it had begun with the adult Iceland Gull at Marton Mere from the 9th and
a second-winter roosting at Fishmoor Reservoir on the 9 & 10th. A second-winter Caspian Gull
and two first winter Iceland Gulls roosted at Fishmoor on the 31st, nicely rounding off a fabulous
birding year in the county.
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SYSTEMATIC LIST

KEY TO STATUS (Based on results of the 2007-2011 atlas surveys)

Breeding Non-breeding
Rare: breeding in 1-4 tetrads or 1-10 pairs Vagrant (or very rare passage migrant): 1-10
Scarce: breeding in 7-38 tetrads or 11- 50 pairs records in past 25 years
Uncommon: 51- 250 pairs Rare: 11-50 records in past 25 years
Fairly common: 251- 1000 pairs Scarce: 51-250 records in past 25 years
Common: 1001-5000 pairs Uncommon: 11-20 annually
Abundant: more than 5000 pairs Fairly common: 21-200 annually
Common: 201-1000 annually
Very common: 1001-5000 annually
Abundant: more than 5000 annually

DARK-BELLIED BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla bernicla
Scarce winter visitor.
All records related to one or two individuals with no larger groups. One was at Cockerham on 13
Jan and this or another at Downholland Moss on the 17th and Altcar Withins the following day.
Spring movement included two at Cockersand on 25 March and Jenny Brown'’s Point on the 28th,
one at Marshside on 9 April, one at Crossens on the 15th, two north at Heysham on 28 April and one
Ingering with two pale-bellieds at Heysham on 9-16 May.

Very few were seen in the second half of the year. The first at Cockersand and Heysham on 12
Sept was followed by October singles at Cabin Hill on the 2nd, Starr Gate on the 3rd and Marshside,
with Pinkfeet, on the 26th. Finally two were on the shore at Cabin Hill on 24 Nov.

PALE-BELLIED BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla hrota

Scarce winter visitor.

The first was with Pinkfeet at Bradshaw Lane Head on 27 Jan and presumably the same at Thurnham
on 5-12 Feb and Cockerham on the 17th. In spring two were at Heysham on 1 April and two more
lingered there on 9-16 May, with perhaps just one at Carnforth Outer saltmarsh on the 21st, Jenny
Brown'’s Point the next day and Sunderland Point on the 24th.

One roosted at Cabin Hill with Pinkfeet on 23, 24 & 28 Sept and on 22 Oct. Other October reports
were three west at Fleetwood on the 3rd, singles south at Fleetwood and Starr Gate on the 22nd, at
Marshside on the 23rd and on Preesall Sands on the 25th. The only November report was of two past
Rossall Point on the 13th, whilst in December at least two were among three brents at Heysham on
the 17th with two pale-bellieds remaining to the year’s end.

BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla

Most of the unspecified records received were on dates and at locations suggesting that they are
reflected in the above two subspecies accounts. The only exception, other than Cumbrian wintering
birds seen distantly from Heysham, was one reported on the February Ribble WeBS count.

RED-BREASTED GOOSE Branta ruficollis

Vagrant and escapee

The bird which had previously been with Pinkfeet in Norfolk was in the Marshside area on 4 Jan (P
Kinsella et al). It was relocated in the Fylde at Braides Farm, Pilling on 8 Jan and seen at a number of
sites in Over Wyre including Cockerham, Eagland Hill, Nateby, Pilling, Sand Villa and Thurnham
until the last report again at Braides on 22 Feb. This record has been accepted by BBRC.




Monthly peak counts at sites holding 300+ birds
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Red-breasted Goose, Pilling Lane Ends, 4 February (Paul Ellis)

CANADA GOOSE Branta canadensis
Common breeding resident.
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Despite ongoing control measures numbers increased at Belmont and neighbouring reservoirs;
although 65 eggs were pricked and 29 adults shot, eleven pairs bred at Belmont Reservoir. Elsewhere
in the West Pennine Moors continuing licenced control by egg-pricking on 25 United Utilities water-
bodies indicated an increase in breeding numbers in 2017, with 90 eggs from 17 nests controlled,
up from 14 nests totalling 65 eggs in 2016. There were 24 pairs at Marshside, no other significant

breeding information was received.

Among many smaller counts of coastal passage birds 105 went north-east at Fleetwood on 1
June. Birds ringed at Windermere in the moulting flock were seen throughout the county during the

year.
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‘TODD’S CANADA GOOSE’ B. c. interior

The bird previously with Pinkfeet in Norfolk from mid-November 2016 into 2017 was relocated at
Cockerham on 20 Jan (M Jones et al), being seen between there and Thurnham and at Eagland Hill
on and off until 12 Feb — part of an oustanding period of goose-watching in the Fylde. It was next
noted on Aldlciffe Marsh on the Lune Estuary on 19-20 Feb and the following month on the Ribble
at Crossens Outer Marsh on 4 March, and was then seen there and at Marshside and Banks intermit-
tently to 2 April.

The record is still under consideration by the BBRC.

BARNACLE GOOSE Branta leucopsis

Wild birds, fairly common winter visitor; scarce feral breeder, fairly common in winter.

Apparently wild individuals

The largest counts in the first winter period were from the Over Wyre area, with up to five with
Pinkfeet in the Sand Villa-Cockerham area in January and four in February. There were three at
Marshside in March, and two still with Pinkfeet in early April. Away from more usual haunts one
was at Bretherton with Pinkfeet on 28 Jan.

There were more presumed wild individuals in the second winter period, presumably because
of some overshooting of normal wintering grounds. The largest counts were again in Over Wyre,
with up to six together in the Pilling area in October increasing to twelve in November and 13 in
December. Elsewhere, up to five were at Marshside, four at Lytham Moss and three at MMWWT.

There were again records in the Chorley area late in the year: up to three with Pinkfeet at
Bretherton Eyes in October, and two with Pinks on Croston Moss on 2 Nov.

Feral populations

The peak count at Knowsley Safari Park was 150 on 16 Aug, while other counts there included 110
on 26 June, 80 on 24 May and 76 on 19 April. Probably these birds were involved in the report of 40
at Burscough Bridge on 18 Feb.

At Stocks Reervoir there were 57 on 1 Jan and these numbers were maintained until 4 Feb, after
which counts were of single figures to 16 June. Twenty-eight on 23 June, increased to 46 on 7 Aug
with 48 still on 2 Dec, before most apparently departed. As noted in the ELOC report these birds
presumably nest outside the recording area.

The population which commutes between Blackpool Zoo and Marton Mere and Staining Nook
appeared at least stable during the year, with 49 on 23 Sept. It is not known if there were any nesting
attempts within the zoo grounds.

As ever there were a number of other individuals of presumed feral origin around the county.
Up to three were at Belmont Reservoir and adjacent waters, two of which were thought to have tried
to nest whilst the third was unsuccessfully paired to a Greylag. Two or three on the Fylde included a
known escape. Singles were at Brockholes in April and Mere Sands Wood in September.

GREYLAG GOOSE Anser anser
Feral: uncommon breeder and common winter visitor. Wild: scarce winter visitor. Amber List (localised
winter distribution). National importance: 1400
Monthly peak counts at sites holding 250+ birds
Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Aldcliffe 205 630

EMC/LM 205 275 240 100 120 215 400 530 830 345
Lune Valley 40 200 480
Cockerham 300

Copthorne 140 169 152 625
Little Singleton 500 335

Preesall 290
MMWWT 280 200 260 200 158 300

Stocks Res 284 91 94 25 100 250 158 7 12 106 210 210
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WeBS Counts

Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct  Nov Dec
MBS 348 272 205 55 69 28 406 216 78 580 434 82*
Ribble 90 88 68 24 30 60 113 401 128 431 201 117
* Incomplete coverage

The LDBWS January survey recorded 1256, including 513 in SD47, 329 in SD57 and 284 in SD56.

Given the large flocks in the county information on nesting was rather limited. It was a more
successful year for breeding at Stocks Reservoir than recently, with eight broods and 28 young.
There were seven nests at Anglezarke-Rivington in April and four pairs nested at Marshside and two
at Hesketh Out Marsh. There were two pairs at Belmont Reservoir where an unsuccessful bird was
paired with a Barnacle Goose, and two pairs nearby at Delph Reservoir. At least three pairs bred at
Lunt Meadows, while 38 pairs nested along the Lune between Skerton Weir and Kirby Lonsdale.

Lone birds were noted in Pinkfeet flocks in the south-west and Over Wyre in the second winter
period that may have been Icelandic individuals.

TAIGA BEAN GOOSE* Anser fabalis
Rare winter visitor. Amber list (small winter population)

One with Pinkfeet a Cockerham Moss and Upper Thurnham from 19 to 21 Jan (I Hartley) was subse-
quently seen in the Sand Villa area and at nearby sites from 29 Jan to 22 Feb.

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE Anser brachyrhynchus

Abundant winter visitor to Fylde, Ribble Estuary and south-west mosslands. Amber List (localised winter
distribution). International importance 3600; National importance 3600.

Roost counts
Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Pilling 38600 18360

Ribble 23900 16900 18000
Formby Point 33300 26300 10976
MMWWT 21000 22000 10000

Lunt Meadows 2500 2500

Simonswood Moss 11870 12220

The totals for Lancashire in the co-ordinated national autumn roost counts were 94435 in October and 54596 in
November.

WeBS Counts

Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
MBS 438 1202 1145 3 4 0 0 0 4 5556 453 17232
Ribble 1601 4906 4567 4423 0 0 1 0 8 20968 4931 4090
Alt 183 1 1 1 1 4251 5000
Mersey (Lancs) 380

Less comprehensive information was received early in the year as the main roost counts are generally
made in autumn. There were 10000 at Braides Farm on 21 Jan and a similar number at Sand Villa on
15 Feb. In terms of return movement from Norfolk peak passage was in mid-January through east
Lancashire, with very few in February. There were still 3600 at Marshside on 18 April, with 276 on
Crossens Out Marsh on 1 May.

First to return were six at Marshside/Crossens on 1 Sept. Larger feeding aggregations in the
second winter period included a flock on Lytham Moss in late October variously estimated at 9000
to 16000. In the Chorley area the peak count of the year was 8000 on Croston Moss on 19 Nov. There
was significant movement through east Lancashire in October and November.

As usual, there were a small number of feral and presumably some injured birds summering.
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TUNDRA BEAN GOOSE Anser serrirostris
Uncommon winter visitor. Amber List (small winter population).
There was a very good showing in the first winter period, with birds picked out of Pinkfeet flocks
on the Fylde and in the south-west regularly. Estimating numbers involved is not straightforward
but the peak counts of five at Formby on 5 Jan and Eagland Hill on 4-5 Feb give an indication of the
relatively high numbers.
Other than birds with Pinkfeet there was an unusual record associating with Greylags in east
Lancashire of two at Alston Wetland on 14-20 March. A late bird was seen at Crossens to 28 April.
In contrast to earlier in the year there were very few reports in the second winter period, and all
related to single individuals in Pinkfeet flocks. The first was at Marshside on 20 Oct, with another
there on 12 Nov. There were reports of at least two on the Fylde on eight dates in December, mostly
in the north but also on Lytham Moss depending on where the Pinkfeet were favouring.

GREENLAND WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser albifrons flavirostris

Uncommon winter visitor.

In a rather difficult year to summarise there were three reports of flocks, but it would appear from
date and location that all of these related to misidentified European Whitefronts and these are
excluded from the summary below.

In the first winter period birds were seen with Pinkfeet in the south-west and on the Fylde.
At least one was in north Fylde in late January and early February, favouring Cockerham and
Thurnham; the Fylde dataset was consistent with only one mobile bird though others suggested two
individuals were present. The last reports came from Marshside on 3 March and the Fylde on the
13th.

Autumn began with one at Crossens on 14 Oct, and there were two together at MMWWT in
early November and one on Downholland Moss on 4 Dec. On the Fylde a juvenile was with Pinkfeet
near Marton Mere on 18 Oct, a juvenile was with Pinks at Eagland Hill on 20-12 Dec with an adult at
Lytham Moss on 13-14 Dec.

European White-fronted Geese, Pilling Lane Ends, 2 February (Paul Ellis)

EUROPEAN WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser albifrons albifrons
Uncommon winter visitor.

One of the notable features of some exceptional goose-watching in the first winter peiod was very
good numbers of Euopean White-fronts. After small numbers at typical sites (up to four) early in
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January there were up to 20 with Pinkfeet at various Over Wyre sites later in the month. The same
month nine adults and a juvenile were with Greylags at Stocks Reervoir on the 28th, remaining until
the next morning. Also inland one had been on Alston No.2 Reservoir on 19 Jan before it flew off
with two Pink-footed Geese which were passing over.

Numbers with Pinkfeet in Over Wyre peaked in early February, the highest count being 24 at
Pilling Lane Ends on the 4th. Perhaps surprisingly all the large counts during the month were in
north Fylde, with only ones and twos in the south-west and on Lytham Moss. There were still 18 at
Scronkey on 14 Feb before birds began to disappear and there does not appear to have been more
than one at any Fylde site in March. Elsewhere, two long-staying adults did, however, linger in the
Leighton Moss area from January until at least 2 April.

In a contrasting second winter period there were so few records they can all be listed. An adult
was on the Fylde at Lytham Moss and Toddestaffe Hall between 24-31 Oct, while in the south-west
birds were at Altcar Withins on 12 Nov and Hightown on the 20th, with an immature on Downhol-
land Moss on 3 Dec.

WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser albifrons

The majority of records not assigned to race appeared to relate to European race birds and fit with

the summary above, whilst a number of unseasonable records submitted to Birdtrack are considered

to be misidentificaitons and a couple of others fit with Greenland Whitefront dates and locations.
In the second winter period birds were reported at MMWWT on 13 Oct and 20 Nov, and Pilling

on 19 Nov.

MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor
Fairly common breeding resident.
International importance: 2400. National importance: 740

Monthly Peak Counts

Jan Feb  Mar Apr  May Jun Jul  Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 22 15 25 13 83 52 60 58 79 60 61 44
Ribble WeBS 18 18 49 32 41 29 36 51 62 92 80 69
Brockholes 32 30 17 17 29 53 69 61 67 68 46 45
Cockersand 20 31 31 75 66 / 26 / / 19 30 28
Southport ML 76 45 53 30 / / 37 / / 92 44 26

Away from the main sites the largest gatherings included 38 on 28 May at Glasson, 22 on 7 June at
Crosby Coastal Park and 28 on 18 Nov on Fairhaven Lake.

Up to five were with the Whooper Swan flock at Bretherton Eyes, Chorley in January, numbers
increasing to 13 in February with eight still there during March. In the east, the largest counts were
eleven at Alston Wetland in March, six at Osbaldeston on 6 June and six at Ribchester on 3 Dec.

Widespread breeding included two pairs at Marshside and one on Hesketh Out Marsh. A
pair fledged three young at Lunt Meadows from four hatched, while at Seaforth a pair nested in a
reedbed, hatched five young, four of which ultimately fledged. Of birds breeding at Princes Park,
Liverpool, discarded fishing line still affects the survival of breeding swans, the RSPCA having to
make a number of visits to rescue birds there. A pair of Mute Swan at Yarrow Valley Park had seven
young by 19 May, soon reducing to six. A pair on the old Rufford canal at Bretherton had seven
young by 28 May. Seven pairs nested on the Lune between Skerton Weir and Kirby Lonsdale.

BEWICK’S SWAN Cygnus columbianus

Fairly common but declining winter visitor.

International importance: 200. National importance: 70

Numbers continue to decline; notably there were no sightings this year at MMWWT.

The usual wintering flock south of the Ribble peaked at 19 at Hesketh Out Marsh on 22 Jan with
three still on 7 March. A pair of adults with two juveniles at nearby Hundred End on 4 Jan were
presumably part of this group, as well as two at Marshside on 1 Feb and four there on 3-5 Feb.

There were no records this year in south Fylde but further north two were at Eagland Hill on 9
Jan. The wintering flock at Cockersand/Thurnham peaked at 18 in January, 20 in February and 18 in
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early March. The last seen there were eleven on 7 March.

The first back in autumn was one at Cockersand on 4 Nov, increasing to a peak of eight in
December. Two were back at Hesketh Out Marsh on 12 Nov, rising to four on 12 Dec and five on the
16th. Six were at Bradshaw Lane Head, Fylde on 30 Dec.

WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus cygnus
Common and increasing winter visitor.
International importance: 210. National importance: 110

Monthly Peak Counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr Sept Oct  Nov  Dec
MBS WeBS 7 2 37 100 483 319
Cockersand 433 460 538 4 2 64 560 325
Over Wyre 120 21 52 420 1250 1123
South Fylde 61 33 97 20 42 300 67
Ribble WeBS 126 140 93 2 31 66 142
MMWWT 1133 20 5 5 260 1075 1670

On the southern edge of the Ribble Estuary, 250 were on Holmeswood Moss on 2 Jan and 145 at
Hundred End two days later. Wintering birds at Hesketh Out Marsh peaked at 737 on 18 Jan. Up to
50 wintered in the Halsall/Scarisbrick area, while the wintering flock at Melling in the Lune Valley
contained up to 16 birds in January, 22 in February and 25 in March; the last there was a single bird
on 1 April.

Further inland, 36 flew over Grove Lane Marsh on 18 Jan and three were on a flood pool by the
River Calder at Altham on the 22nd. A small flock between Bretherton and Sollom numbered 26 on
2 Jan and remained there throughout February and most of March with a peak of 27 on 4 March.

The first signs of spring migration were 18 over Dean Clough Reservoir on 27 Feb, nine over
Stocks Reservoir on 4 March, 20 past Rossall on the 7th and 60 over Bashall Eaves on the 11th. Nine
flew over Brockholes on 21 March.

Meanwhile, the last 20 remained at MMWWT on 19 March. Movements past Heysham during
18-23 March peaked at 73 on the 23rd; 40 went past Rossall on 23 March. Eight sat on the sea at
Southport on 25 March was unusual. The last movement was of two past Rossall on 19 April.

On 22 & 23 March poor weather appears to have been responsible for grounding about 550 birds
in the east of the county, including 27 at Clowbridge Reservoir, 137 at Hurstwood Reservoir and 38
at Stocks Reservoir. The last inland report in spring was of five leaving Stocks in the afternoon on 24
March.

Unseasonal birds were one at Brockholes on 5 May and five at Warton Marsh on the 18th. Up to
three were at Cockersand throughout May with two still present on 26 June.

Whooper Swans, Bradshaw Lane, Pilling, 19 November (Paul Slade)
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Two arrived at MMWWT on 19 Sept to join five that had summered there; two at Cockersand
on 30 Sept may have been summering birds. Next to arrive were five at Lunt Meadows on 3 Oct,
followed by eight past Fairhaven Lake on the 5th when three were seen at Alston Reservoir.

One hundred and twenty arrived on 9 Oct in fields near MMWWT, where 260 were present
by the 23rd. Numbers there increased throughout November and peaked at 1670 on 12 Dec. The
proportion of juveniles at MMWWT was 20% in November and 18% in December.

Movement through Brockholes peaked at 38 on 30 Oct when 32 were also at Parsonage Reservoir.
A notable record for the St Helens area was two near Eccleston Mere on 3 November. Further
movement inland included 20 over Cant Clough Reservoir on 4 Nov and 20 over Altham on the 13th.
A juvenile was found dead at Cant Clough Reservoir on 19 November. Three flew over Belmont on
30 Oct and two were at Stocks Reservoir on 3 Dec.

Elsewhere, a party of 14 arrived at Bretherton Eyes, Chorley on 7 Oct, peaking at 28 on the 15th,
while 40 on Croston Moss on 27 Oct increased to 105 by the month’s end and 148 on 18 Nov; 75 were
at Bretherton on 3 Dec before moving to Croston and Mawdesley Mosses with a peak of 100 in the
area on the 11th.

The first three returned to winter in the Lune Valley at Melling on 15 Oct and seven were nearby
at High Tatham on the 31st. Numbers at Melling peaked at twelve in November but increased to 34
on 23 Dec. Two adults and two juveniles were of note at Hare Tarn, Carnforth on 24 Dec.

Of coastal wintering birds on the Fylde, a notable flock of 1250 gathered on a wet cereal field at
Eagland Hill on 4 Nov and on 16 Dec 1123 were on a similar field near Pilling Moss.

SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna

Common winter visitor at coastal sites, common breeder. Scarce in east. Amber List (localised winter
distribution).

International importance 3000; National importance 610.

Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb  Mar Apr  May Jun Jul  Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 1778 633 620 467 421 632 123 45 1167 1029 2327 570
Ribble WeBS 1259 1477 2315 1111 701 1134 606 281 2174 2314 3220 2649
MMWWT 770 813 / / / 91 48 10 / 352 1376 1895
Alt WeBS 381 302 119 144 69 106 26 101 203 318 256 336

While there is considerable variation from month to month, the annual maximum in both the Ribble
Estuary and Morecambe Bay has remained fairly constant over the last seven years. Data from
MMWWT have been incomplete over the last few years but the larger flocks recorded in November
and December are encouraging.

An unusual record from east Lancashire included a flock of 72 seen flying up the Ribble Valley
over Elston on 7 July.

Eight pairs bred at Marshside and another 19 pairs bred at Hesketh Out Marsh. Five broods on
the Wyre Estuary, three broods seen from Jenny Brown’s Point and one at Glasson were the only
confirmation of breeding from Morecambe Bay. Alston Wetland was the only site in east Lancashire
where breeding took place. Two large young were seen here in early July. Breeding no doubt took
place at many wetlands around the county but went unrecorded.

MANDARIN DUCK Aix galericulata
Uncommon feral resident and escapee.
The main concentration of reports came from east Lancashire where birds were recorded at 14 sites.
Peak counts of five adults came from Slipper Hill Reservoir on 5 Feb and Stocks Reservoir on 15 July.
Breeding was confirmed at Slipper Hill Reservoir and Lower Foulridge Reservoir.
The free-flying flock at High Tatham continues to grow with a maximum of 18 seen this year.
All reports from the Fylde came during April. Up to two males and a female, all clipped or
pinioned, were seen in the St Michael’s-on-Wyre area while a single pair remained at Singleton. Up
to three were at Brockholes in January and a male remained into early May. A male was on Belmont
Reservoir between April and June.
Pairs with young were seen on the River Yarrow at Duxbury and Eccleston.
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GARGANEY Spatula querquedula

Scarce spring and autumn migrant and rare, occasional breeder. Amber List (rare breeder).

The first record of the spring was a pair on the Rufford Canal near Sollom on 15-16 March. This was
followed by two at Leighton Moss on 28 March and there were then one or two there or occasionally
at nearby Silverdale Moss and Eric Morecambe complex on and off until 1 June. Unusually there was
only one spring record at Marshside, a male on 30 April only.

A pair was at Alston Wetland on 9 April, while a male on 11 May was the only record from
Brockholes. A slightly more unusual record was of a male with Mallards on the River Ribble at
Ribchester Bridge on 12 May.

Fylde records during the spring came from Newton Marsh on 11-14 April, 2-6 May and 30
May before a late male flew past Starr Gate on the unusual date of 21 June. A pair flew north past
Heysham on 17 April and a male was at Lunt Meadows on 9 May.

The first bird of the autumn was at the Eric Morecambe complex on 7 July. A group of four on
Barrow Scout fields in late July and early August contained at least two fully fledged young. While
there had been no indication of breeding there it is possible they bred unnoticed in the Leighton
Moss area. One was at Aldcliffe on 12 Aug. The only Fylde records of the autumn, at Fleetwood and
Mythop, were both discovered on 1 Oct, the Mythop bird remaining until the 4th.

SHOVELER Spatula clypeata

Common winter visitor to west and far north. Scarce breeder. Amber List (internationally important
national wintering population).

International importance 400; National importance 180.

Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 9 13 23 12 6 / 2 8 26 35 8 21
Leighton /EMC 135 86 28 30 2 1 8 4 32 112 198 113
Marton Mere 25 53 54 18 2 2 5 15 30 55 75 35
Mere Sands Wood 65 50 81 76 2 1 1 15 14 86 110 134
MMWWT 6 22 / / / 8 1 30 100 115 205 60
Ribble WeBS 105 64 163 18 14 0 9 6 16 159 186 305

After a quiet start to the year on the Ribble, the December WeBS count exceeded 300 for the first
time since 2010. The five-year average there has remained fairly stable in the last 13 years following
a substantial increase around the turn of the century.

The largest count on the Fylde away from Marton Mere and Stanley Park was 45 at Newton
Marsh on 23 March. Most birds in east Lancashire are found at Alston and Grimsargh Wetlands;
the latter site held the largest aggregation with 35 there 15 Jan. The site record count at Alston was
broken three times during the year with a peak of 33 on 12 Feb. Nearby Brockholes had a peak of 35
on 12 March.

Across the RSPB Morecambe Bay reserves a total of 17 pairs bred, although only three young
fledged. Twelve pairs bred at Marshside and four pairs at both Lunt Meadows and Hesketh Out
Marsh. Elsewhere, breeding occurred at Newton Marsh, where at least three broods were seen, and
at MMWWT.

GADWALL Mareca strepera
Fairly common in small flocks at western wetland sites. Rare in east of county. Scarce breeder in
southwest and far north of county. Amber List (internationally important national wintering population).
International importance 600; National importance 250.
Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec
Leighton /EMC 116 89 34 61 34 58 55 72 74 86 248 188

Stanley Pk/M Mere 46 36 20 8 6 15 6 23 24 32 37 66
Brockholes 173 155 69 17 11 5 9 29 44 87 128 129
Ribble WeBS 19 34 59 17 15 13 39 27 12 59 32 16
MMWWT 6 8 5 7 8 31 15 50 50 84 143 53

Mere Sands Wood 64 64 29 10 2 0 0 32 36 52 64 58
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Both Leighton Moss and MMWWT saw substantial increases on the peak counts recorded in recent
years in the second winter period. Brockholes is clearly emerging as one of the key sites for this
species in the county. A gathering of 35 at Anglezarke on 15 Oct was considered exceptional for the
site and Chorley area. East Lancashire saw the majority of records come from Alston Wetland and
Grimsargh Wetlands where peaks of 22 and 24 were recorded in June and December respectively.
Elsewhere in east Lancashire Gadwall remain scarce with brief records of no more than four birds
from seven sites throughout the year.

On the RSPB Morecambe Bay reserves a total of 23 pairs reared a minimum of ten young. Twelve
pairs bred at Marshside and another seven at Hesketh Out Marsh. Breeding was confirmed on the
Fylde at Newton Marsh (two broods) and Lower Ballam (one brood). Nine pairs remained at Lunt
Meadows into late April but no broods were seen.

WIGEON Mareca penelope

Common winter visitor fo coastal sites. Smaller numbers at some eastern sites. Amber List (localised,
internationally important winter distribution).

International importance 15000, National importance 4400.

Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul  Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 3723 5495 3026 14 6 0 0 2 114 1864 3645 4377
Leighton /EMC 397 414 296 74 3 0 4 1 80 265 740 520
Ribble WeBS 62219 33917 13647 210 9 0 0 0 932 20797 35513 48243
MMWWT 902 629 100 / / 4 1 / 12 646 2502 1000
Stocks Res. 101 60 18 1 0 0 2 3 1 16 19 120

After what appeared to be something of a recovery last year on the Ribble Estuary, there was a
return to the numbers typical of the last few years. While not reaching the heights of 2012 or 2014,
the population in Morecambe Bay remains stable. The majority of these birds were wintering on the
north Fylde coast.

A new site record 225 was recorded at Alston Reservoirs and Wetland on 28 Jan. A flock of
around 100 was on the floods at Bretherton Eyes on 22 October with smaller numbers at the site until
the beginning of December. The largest flock in the West Pennine Moors was 25 on Delph Reservoir
on 9 Oct.

Summering birds were noted at Belmont, Leighton Moss, Marshside and MMWWT but as usual
there was no suggestion of breeding.

HYBRID WIGEON

A male Eurasian x American Wigeon was at Hesketh Out Marsh on 6 Nov. Another of the same
parentage was on the Eric Morecambe complex on 5 Dec. Interestingly, in the same wigeon flock
there was also a Eurasian Wigeon x Gadwall hybrid.

MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos
Common and widespread winter visitor and breeding resident. Amber List (declining winter population).
International importance 20000; national importance 6800.

Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 321 129 117 101 81 88 219 333 520 263 194 154
Leighton Moss 230 88 45 48 120 135 590 180 120 120 138 154
Ribble WeBS 918 755 524 324 263 491 404 413 1046 938 689 1059
MMWWT / 1365 / / / 73 123 200 800 2939 2329
Alt WeBS 133 137 20 31 18 23 37 122 171 208 118 210
Stocks Res. 366 37 13 27 72 208 500 455 583 500 500 700

Encouragingly for this declining species, the November count of 2939 at MMWWT was significantly
larger than any counts from the last few years. The Ribble Estuary showed a slight decline.

In the West Pennine Moors, 330 were at a private pond near Belmont in January and October.
An omission from the 2016 report was that the 232 at Belmont Reservoir on 27 Nov 2016 was a new
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site record count. In addition to Stocks Reservoir which is shown in the above table, five sites in east
Lancashire achieved three-figure counts with the best being at Alston Reservoirs and Wetland where
there were 345 in November.

A total of 116 pairs bred across the RSPB Morecambe Bay reserves. An estimated 69 pairs bred
at Marshside with 38 pairs also breeding at Hesketh Out Marsh. In the Belmont area, 34 broods
totalling 207 young were recorded. Eight broods, totalling 40 young were noted at Carr Mill Dam. A
minimum of 13 pairs bred at Lunt Meadows but this was thought to be a significant underestimate.

PINTAIL Anas acuta

Common winter visitor to coast and western wetlands. Very rare breeder. Amber List (internationally
important national wintering population).

International importance 600; National importance 290.

Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct  Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 152 655 6 12 0 0 0 0 19 344 819 34
Leighton / EMC 96 56 14 8 2 0 0 0 9 23 62 67
Ribble WeBS 600 539 59 6 3 0 0 0 0 218 873 988
MMWWT 236 320 60 4 1 1 / / 80 101 714 500
Stocks Res 25 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 10 17 46

Morecambe Bay experienced its best counts since the winter of 2009/10. The first major influx of
the autumn saw 400 at Pilling Marsh on 23 Sept. The counts in the first winter period on the Ribble
Estuary were very poor. In the second winter period there was a big improvement albeit not reaching
the levels of the last two years.

A pair remained at Lunt Meadows between 22 April and 3 June but there was no evidence of
breeding.

There was no large-scale, cold-weather-related influx to Stocks Reservoir at all this year.
Elsewhere in east Lancashire this species was a rare visitor with records of no more than three birds
coming from five sites throughout the year.

TEAL Anas crecca

Common winter visitor to western wetlands, smaller flocks in east. Rare breeding species. Amber List
(internationally important national wintering population).

International importance 5000; National importance 2100.

Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 3074 591 624 143 5 4 10 82 286 2287 1889 1062
Leighton Moss 675 405 310 220 52 9 22 105 310 240 520 790
Ribble WeBS 3841 3670 1404 232 3 1 10 105 1337 2527 2660 4638
MMWWT 1863 1595 / / / 13 57 220 1200 3277 9787 4742
Marton Mere 200 275 150 40 4 0 8 15 50 100 100 400
Mere Sands Wood 667 443 86 16 2 4 8 2 46 685 2000 1032
Seaforth 320 295 420 16 4 1 3 18 80 113 1028 900
Stocks Res. 300 51 20 36 4 0 5 18 85 48 130 70

The obvious highlight of the year was the 9787 at MMWWT in November. Peak numbers in
Morecambe Bay were almost exactly the same as last year; it appears the peak of just 1491 in 2015
was a blip and the longer term trend appears fairly stable. The tendency for most of the birds to have
left by February appears to be continuing. The peak count of 2000 at Mere Sands Wood in November
was double last year’s.

Notable counts from sites not listed in the above table include 600 at Lunt Meadows on 17 Jan,
400 at Mythop Grange on 24 Oct and 2 Dec, and from the West Pennine Moors reservoirs, 270 at
Belmont on New Year’s Day.

One pair bred at Belmont Reservoir but failed. Pairs were present at three other sites in the
West Pennine Moors, suggesting that breeding may have occurred there too. Three pairs bred at
Marshside and single pairs at both Hesketh Out Marsh and MMWWT.
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GREEN-WINGED TEAL Anas carolinensis

Vagrant.

The presumed returning male at MMWWT was elusive again this year. First seen on 2 Jan, it was
then only seen on 15 Jan and 17-18 March.

The first record of the autumn was at Marton Mere on 19 Nov and it seems likely that this bird
had relocated to Marshside on 21 Nov then MMWWT on the 25-29th. After that male(s) were at
Leighton Moss on 2-3 Dec, MMWWT on 5-10 Dec then again at Leighton Moss on 12th. With no
overlap in sightings it is tempting to think that these sightings may have involved the same bird.

POCHARD Aythya ferina
Common winter visitor, scarce breeder. Red List (declining winter population).
International importance 3500; National importance 380.

Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct Nov Dec
Dockacres 26 28 0 0 0 0 1 2 3 11 27 38
Leighton Moss 1 0 26 19 1 1 2 1 0 0 1 0
MMWWT 30 34 20 3 6 3 2 5 1 16 38 35
Seaforth 8 9 4 1 0 0 0 1 3 7 17 17

Again there was not a single three-figure count from across the whole county. Another dramatic
decline since last year was noted at a number of sites including Dockacres where the annual peak
was barely half that of last year.

The national decline was also mirrored in east Lancashire where records came from only four
sites, the largest count here being 25 at Spade Mill Reservoirs on 10 Dec. Brockholes saw a maximum
of 22 during January. On the Fylde maximum counts were 15 at Fairhaven Lake in February and 17
at Myerscough Quarry in December.

An estimated 19 pairs bred on the RSPB Morecambe Bay reserves but only four young fledged
successfully.

FERRUGINOUS DUCK Aythya nyroca

Vagrant

An adult male at Hesketh Out Marsh from 13-16 Aug has been accepted by the BBRC (CL Bushell,
S] Darbyshire, M Fanshawe, G Jones ef al.). This is the first record in the county since 2004 when
separate females were at Brockholes and MMWWT.

Ferruginous Duck, Hesketh Out Marsh, 16 August (Stuart Darbyshire)
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AYTHYA HYBRID

A male thought have been of Tufted Duck and Pochard parentage was at Stanley Park, Blackpool
and Marton Mere from 25 Nov to 26 Dec.

Male Pochard x Tufted Duck, Marton Mere, 25 November (Paul Ellis)

TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula
Common winter visitor, scarce breeder. Amber List (Species of European Conservation Concern).
International importance 1200; National importance 1100.

Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct Nov Dec
Dockacres 118 112 75 24 2 2 2 6 12 44 94 192
Glasson 60 37 34 15 9 9 7 6 47 45 47 33
Brockholes 64 66 74 35 12 12 18 38 33 39 75 86
Ribble WeBS 119 203 155 42 35 35 29 29 47 33 92 154
Stanley Park, B'pool 36 69 51 28 2 4 5 3 32 28 81 112
Fairhaven Lake 60 21 26 29 20 15 9 7 40 136 79 18
Mere Sands Wood 50 57 44 48 20 8 14 11 16 78 94 58
Seaforth 1 20 4 32 6 50 85 88 85 50 32 /

There were no particularly notable counts from any sites. Leighton Moss is not included on the
table as the peak this year was just 30 during March while most birds had relocated to Dockacres.
Similarly, the days when three-figure flocks could be expected at MMWWT seem to be gone; the
maximum count of 53 in November was actually an improvement on the last five years. This is
perhaps explained by an increase in the number of birds using Mere Sands Wood.

In east Lancashire numerous sites had small flocks while notable records included 92 at Spade
Mill Reservoirs in October and 69 at Alston Reservoirs and Wetland in August. The largest count
from the Liverpool area was a flock of 31 at Sefton Park on 22 Feb. A flock of 15 birds on the sea off
Cabin Hill on 14 Sept was a notable record.

On the RSPB Morecambe Bay reserves a total of 31 pairs bred. Seven pairs nested at Marshside
and at least six broods were seen here in early summer. Three pairs nested at Hesketh Out Marsh.
Eight pairs bred at Lunt Meadows and another three pairs at MMWWT. Two pairs bred at Belmont
Reservoir but were unsuccessful. In east Lancashire, breeding occurred at Alston Reservoirs and
Wetland, Brookside and Grimsargh Wetland. In the Chorley area breeding took place at High
Bullough Reservoir where five young were seen in August. Breeding took place for the first time on
Sefton Park boating lake.
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SCAUP Aythya marila
Uncommon winter visitor to coast in small numbers, scarce inland. Red List (declining national winter
population).

International importance 3100; national importance 52.

Despite a tiny increase on last year’s singleton, the gathering of just five at Seaforth does nothing to
suggest a reversal in the fortunes of what was formerly a nationally-important population; the last
birds of the spring remained until 20 April. A female was on Middleton NR on 9 Jan and five were
on the sea off Heysham on 3 March.

Aside from a long-staying first-winter female at Clowbridge Reservoir from 1 Jan to 20 March and
two females at Alston Reservoir on 19-20 Jan, the other three records from east Lancashire consisted
of short-staying individuals. One was present on various waterbodies around the Dockacres complex
between 17 Jan and 2 March. A female at Glasson on 8 Jan and 17 Feb was perhaps the same as at
Myerscough Quarry from 10 Jan to 4 Feb and then 26 Feb to 2 April. A late individual was seen off
Jenny Brown’s Point on 22 May.

Autumn records began with a male at Conder Pool on 4-10 August. The next record was three
males at Stocks Reservoir on 7 Oct. A male was at Stanley Park, Blackpool on 14 Nov. On 16 Nov
a group of four juveniles appeared at Marton Mere but by 18 Nov they had relocated to Stanley
Park. They were joined by a fifth juvenile the following day after which they remained until 11 Dec.
Singles were recorded off Rossall Point on 21 Nov and 9 Dec.

There were occasional but unpredictable sightings from the Heysham, Morecambe and Jenny
Brown’s Point area throughout the second winter period with peaks of six of Jenny Brown’s Point on
23 Oct and seven off Heysham on 8 Nov. A single bird was at Pine Lake from 5 Nov until the end of
the year, briefly joined by a second from 4-10 Dec.

EIDER Somateria mollissima

Common winter visitor o Fylde coast and Morecambe Bay, scarce elsewhere. Scarce breeder. Amber
List (declining winter population).

International importance 12850; national importance 550.

Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 91 133 179 250 132 156 994 103 82 727 1620 167
Heysham / / 104 197 278 2 2 / 70 804 1520 1710
Ribble WeBS 19 44 30 78 83 150 46 78 44 1 17 9

Although there have long been huge flocks of Eiders in Morecambe Bay it is only very recently that
we have seen more than a couple of hundred birds in the Lancashire section. However, the autumn
of 2017 saw truly unprecedented numbers, peaking at 1710 on 10 Dec. This exceeded the previous
record, only set in 2015, by more than 900. A clear pattern was followed where the flocks fed over the
skeers off Heysham Head at low tide then drifted in with the tide, usually ending up off Hest Bank
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and Jenny Brown’s Point. The proportion of males in the flocks was estimated at 70-80% on several
occasions from Heysham and Stone Jetty, Morecambe.

Continuing the exceptional recent run of inland records was an adult male at Stocks Reservoir
on 2 Dec.

At least one pair bred on Carnforth Marsh. There were no reports of young from the Ribble
Estuary, although it is unclear whether this is the result of a poor breeding season or reduced
observer coverage.

VELVET SCOTER Melanitta fusca

Uncommon winter visitor.

There were several records from the large Common Scoter flocks along the Sefton Coast in the first
winter period. From Ainsdale there was a male on 9 Feb, three on 1 March and two on the 30th. A
pair flew past Formby Point on 15 March.

On the Fylde coast single males flew past Starr Gate on 11 March on 28 April. Two passed Rossall
Point on both 1 & 9 April and there was one there on 6 May. The last record of the spring was a single
that flew east past Knott End on 15 May.

The first bird of the autumn passed Starr Gate on 13 Sept and was followed by further singles
there on 22 Oct, 6 Nov and 15 Dec. An adult male floated in with the tide past Heysham on 17 Oct.
This bird spent the rest of the winter with the Eider flock around Morecambe Bay but remained
elusive until 31 Dec when it was seen flying south past the Stone Jetty at Morecambe and again on
the sea with Eiders off Heysham Head later the same day. Four also flew past Formby Point on 20
Oct and one passed Rossall Point on 23 Oct.

COMMON SCOTER Melanitta nigra

Common visitor to Liverpool Bay, especially in winter, although main flocks are hardly visible from land.
Scarce migrant to inland waters. Red List (localised winter distribution).

International importance 16000; National importance 1000.

Monthly peak counts
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct Nov Dec
Blackpool 2800 3400 2000 220 399 324 1400 890 1665 690 2150 2400

Sefton Coast 11000 143 544 410 410 12 1131 3000 13000 13000 2000 8000

The largest flocks were again recorded off the Sefton Coast, mainly from Formby Point, throughout
the year. However, the counts shown above account for only a fraction of the whole Liverpool Bay
population, most of which is well offshore over Shell Flat, an area for which we have no recent popu-
lation estimates. It is now five years since the Blackpool coastline last recorded 10000 or more.

Spring passage past Heysham was generally poor with the exception of on 9 & 14 May when 750
and 1334 were recorded respectively.

As usual, inland passage was more pronounced during the early autumn than the spring. While
recorded in nine out of twelve months in east Lancashire, there was a definite peak in July which
included maximum counts of eleven at Alston Reservoirs on the 2nd and 20 at Stocks Reservoir on
the 16th. Two on Belmont Reservoir on 2 Dec were the only birds seen in the West Pennine Moors.
In the Chorley area all records came from Lower Rivington Reservoir with two on 18 Jan, three on 2
July and seven on 3 Dec.

LONG-TAILED DUCK Ciangula hyemalis
Uncommon winter visitor, rare inland.
The year began with the two birds at Pine Lake from 2016 still present until 12 Feb with one remaining
until 31 March. A first-winter female at Brockholes on 25-26 Jan and 9-19 Feb was only the second site
record. An inland female was at Clowbridge Reservoir on 27 Feb.

Late spring records involved a male that flew north past Southport on 8 May and a second-
calendar-year male on the Lune Estuary at Cockersand on the 15th.

A first-calendar-year bird was at Seaforth from 26 Oct to at least 7 Nov and a female or immature
was on the sea off Heysham on 26 Nov.
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Long-Tailed Duck, Seaforth, 29 October (Steve Young)
GOLDENEYE Bucephala clangula

Common winter visitor.
International importance 4000; National importance 200.

Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul  Aug Sep Oct  Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 22 19 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 6
Leighton Moss 1 1 16 8 0 0 0 0 0 3 4 3
Dockacres 14 21 21 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 9 31
Lune Estuary 45 55 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 14
Alston Res’s 14 20 25 10 1 0 0 0 0 7 11 12
Brockholes 12 23 24 6 0 0 0 0 0 4 6 7
Seaforth 28 29 29 18 1 0 0 0 0 6 15 16
Stocks Reservoir 7 17 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 8 44

The WeBS counts from the Lune Estuary at Glasson show a continued and worryingly sharp decline.
The extremely low numbers in the second winter period can perhaps be explained by the milder
weather experienced at that time meaning many birds remained further north and east in Europe.

Alston Reservoirs saw a slight increase and in the first winter period recorded its highest
numbers since 2013. A similar increase was noted at Seaforth albeit still well below the level of a few
years ago. The last record of the spring came from Alston Reservoirs on 5 May.

The first returning bird was a female at Rishton Reservoir on the very early date of 24 Aug.
Generally, there were very few birds across the whole of the county in the second winter period until
an influx in mid-December. By far and away the largest count from east Lancashire was at Stocks
Reservoir on 12 Dec when a minimum of 44 were seen. Just a few days later the best count from the
Dockacres Complex was recorded with 31 on Pine Lake on 15 Dec.

SMEW Mergus albellus
Uncommon winter visitor.
A moribund bird was reported on the lake at Cuerden Valley Park on 18 Oct.
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GOOSANDER Mergus merganser
Fairly common and increasing winter visitor especially in the east. Scarce breeder.
International importance 2700; National importance 120.

Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 14 / 18 9 3 9 25 38 39 12 6 14
Dockacres 7 4 5 1 0 0 0 0 1 3 5 21
Delph Res 67 57 37 0 0 0 0 0 0 18 60 56
Mere Sands Wood 16 5 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 18 12

New site records of 67 at Delph Reservoir on 19 Jan and 49 at Yarrow Reservoir on 7 March were set
in the West Pennine Moors. Double- figure counts were received from twelve river or reservoir sites
in east Lancashire with a maximum of 38 at Barrowford Reservoir on 16 Feb.

The co-ordinated winter bird survey in the LDBWS area recorded a total of 84 individuals in
January.

Breeding was reported from Dinckley where three broods were seen in April and early May.
Breeding was also confirmed in the Thursden Valley and at Stocks Reservoir. In the Chorley area,
females with broods were seen at Eccleston and Hoghton. A creche of 23 young was with a single
female on the River Ribble at Brockholes on 27 June.

Notable counts from the second winter period included 50 at Lower Foulridge Reservoir on 25
Dec and 27 at Barrowford Reservoir on 27th.

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus serrator
Fairly common coastal winter visitor. Scarce breeder inland.
International importance 1700; National importance 84.

Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb  Mar Apr  May Jun Jul  Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 31 34 12 15 2 0 7 1 0 6 50 25
Stocks Res. 2 2 11 12 11 4 3 1 1 0 1 0

It appears that the wintering population in Morecambe Bay has stabilised over the last few years
after a considerable decline since the turn of the century. A minimum of 25 off Formby Point on 15
March was the largest count received from the Sefton Coast.

Display was observed from two pairs at Stocks Reservoir and up to five pairs were there on 16
May. Pairs were also seen in the Langden, Dunsop and Whitendale Valleys. However, there was no
further indication of successful breeding.

BLACK GROUSE Lyrurus tetrix

Extinct former resident. Now rare vagrant.

Historical: A commissioned report from the Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust (‘A feasibility
study to assess the potential for restoring Black Grouse to the Bowland Fells’. 2013), largely using
data from estates and gamekeepers, improves our knowledge of this species supplementary to that
stated in “The Birds of Lancashire’ 2008.

The report states that ‘Black Grouse were widespread in the Bowland Fells between the 1950s
and 1970s’ and goes on to tabulate and map some 22 former lek sites (all but one in Lancashire) that
were occupied between the early 1970s and 1993. The main leks were at Gisburn Forest (30 cocks
late 1970s), Thrushgill Plantation (25 cocks in 1983) and High Grains Plantation, the sole N Yorkshire
site (30-40 birds in late 1970s). Other leks included Champion Moor (six males in 1990), Easington
Fell (six males in 1989) and Longridge Fell (three males early 1970s) with the last records in the early
1990s from Catlow Fell (four in 1992) and Champion Moor (two in 1993). The report goes on to
state that in the past decade there have been occasional sightings of Black Grouse in the north-east
Bowland Fells.

Interestingly, following the widespread clear-felling at some of the plantations mentioned above,
the sites are now eminently suitable once again for this species.
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RED GROUSE [agopus lagopus

Common breeding resident.

The annual systematic counts undertaken by the Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust on four
shooting estates in Bowland gave a mean spring density of 69.5 birds/100ha, virtually identical to
the 69 birds/100ha in 2016. Production was fairly good with a ratio of 2.3 young to one old, with the
July density over double that recorded in 2016 (100 birds/100ha) at 207 birds/100ha; very close to the
recent peak of 212 birds/100ha in 2014. Given this better-than-average productivity, the shooting
season across Bowland was described as ‘pretty good, with one or two excellent results” with the
largest bag in one day thought to be the 960 shot on just a single beat of the Abbeystead Estate in
late August.

The almost unbroken distribution and considerable population across the heather moors of
Bowland were illustrated by over 300 casual records received from 44 areas of fell. The most notable
were 40 on Hawthornthwaite Fell on 29 Dec, 22 at Birk Bank on 14 Feb, 20 on Brennand Fell in May
and June, 20 at Cross of Greet on 24 June and 19 at Clougha on 5 Jan, with several other double-figure
counts.

The Lancaster Winter Bird Survey recorded 63 birds. Several reports were received from the
outlying Bowland fells, with twelve on Caton Moor on 1 Nov, eight males on Waddington Fell on 8
April, five on Grindleton Fell on 3 Feb, and at least eight on Jeffrey Hill on 17 July, whilst the single
on Nicky Nook on 12 May was the first record received from that isolated hill for several years. The
maximum count from Pendle hill was 14 on 11 Dec with two on the adjacent Twiston Moor on 24
May.

Away from Bowland, the Lancashire section of the South Pennines is another major area for the
species but from which records are rarely received. Four pairs seen with young on Boulsworth Hill
on 16 July and 25 near Cant Clough Reservoir on 1 Sept were the only reports of note from this area
in 2017.

No records were received from the Rossendale moors. In the West Pennine Moors, counts by
gamekeepers in April realised 93 pairs over Darwen/Turton Moors, four young were seen on Winter
Hill on 4 Aug and a pair bred next to the A675 just north of Belmont Reservoir for the first time since
the large wildfire of 2011. Fifty-four were reported during a shoot on Belmont Moor on 19 Aug with
55 likewise on 14 Oct. Records from the eastern parts of the West Pennine Moors included successful
breeding on Haslingden Moor and Scholes Height.

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa

Fairly common resident. Population maintained by regular releases in many areas.

The number of records received was up significantly from 303 in 2016 to 532 this year with the
number of sites also increasing from 105 in 2016 to 170 this year. Across the UK an estimated 6.3
million were released in 2004, which had increased to 8.9 million just eight years later and has
undoubtedly risen further since. In contrast, the native Grey represents less than 3% (numerically
170,000) of the partridges released in the UK.

The rising trend of releases, often in large numbers into totally unsuitable habitats such as
moorland or intensive arable land where it is seen purely as a put-and-take gamebird, is highlighted
by the mere handful of records of confirmed breeding received: at Withnell Fold in August, MMWWT
in September and considered probable at Lunt Meadows, whilst a female with 14 young at Littledale
on 4 June and two pairs with young at Arkholme on 26 June were the most noteworthy.

The species is known for turning up in unusual locations, the one at Seaforth on 16 March being
almost expected, but one caught in a mist-net at Rossall School on 8 April was more surprising. The
largest counts received were 40 at Bretherton Eyes in January, 35 between Rainford and Simonswood
Moss in October, 32 at Todderstaffe Hall on the Fylde in December with 32 at nearby Singleton in
November, 30 at Hareden in Bowland in October with 25 nearby in Croasdale in December, 21 at
Sollom in January along with many other double-figure counts.

The species was reported as being very numerous (and very tame) across the south-west
mosses.

Up to three Chukar or Red-legged x Chukar hybrids were at Marton Mere in April to June. The
origin of these birds was unknown and was surprising as releasing the species (usually the hybrids)
was banned as long ago as 1992.
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GREY PARTRIDGE Perdix perdix

Common resident in the west, scarce resident in the east. Long term decline.

The number of records submitted was not dissimilar to 2016, with 201 received in comparison to 209
last year but far lower than the 390 in 2015. The number of locations was 109 in 2017 in comparison
with 107 last year and 130 in 2015.

There are signs that the national decline may be bottoming out, possibly due to the widespread
uptake of agri-environmental schemes designed to benefit farmland birds. However, the population
continues to be limited by poor summer weather suppressing young production, intensive farming
practices in many areas and a broad proliferation of generalist predators. Thankfully, the decline
in Lancashire has been less dramatic than the 60% fall reported nationally between 1995 and 2015.
However, the species is now absent or at a perilously low level across much of the upland east and is
only still common in pockets of the arable west despite a more widespread distribution west of the
M6. The county population is now undoubtedly less than the 1250 pairs estimated in the Lancashire
Bird Atlas, probably below 1000 pairs.

In north Lancashire a better showing than recent years resulted in ten at Cockerham Moss Edge
on 23 Jan, nine at Middleton on 10 Sept with one at Leighton Moss on New Year’s Eve noteworthy,
as were breeding season pairs in Roeburndale, Littledale and central Lancaster. On the Fylde, only
34 records (46 in 2016 and 112 in 2015) were reported from 16 sites (19 in 2016 and 26 in 2015) with
the ten at Bryning Hall Lane on 23 Jan and seven at Ridge Farm on 29 Oct the largest counts whilst
a scattering of pairs from nine sites in the breeding season gave at least some cause for optimism. A
pair was at Preston Dock in September.

Numbers continue to decline in east Lancashire with nine sites supplying 15 records in 2017 in
comparison with 19 records from 19 sites in 2016 and the recent maximum of 43 records (albeit only
from only twelve sites) in 2013. Pairs were territorial at Swinden Reservoir, Extwistle Hall and the
Dunsop Valley in the breeding season.

Records were received from seven sites in Rossendale with the maximum being seven at Stack-
steads in August. In the West Pennine Moors, two pairs were territorial on the moorland edge near
Belmont in the breeding season, with a covey of 15 at Belmont Reservoir in August and September.

The south-west, from the Ribble through to Liverpool, supplied a good number of records in
2017. The largest counts were of 25 at Ainsdale on 16 Jan, 20 near Sollom on 29 Jan, 14 on Longton
Marsh on 16 Nov, 13 on Hesketh Out Marsh on 10 Dec, twelve at Great Altcar on 17 Jan, twelve at
Scarisbrick on 7 Jan and at least 19 on Croston, Mawdesley and Bretherton Mosses in October and
November. There were a dozen other records in high single figures from the south-west mosses
plus five at Aintree in August, eight at Lunt Meadows (where probably two pairs bred), three at
Cabin Hill in March and pairs on Hesketh East and West Out Marshes notable, albeit none bred at
Marshside. The area south of Liverpool continues to host decent numbers. Twelve were at Liverpool
Airport on 12 Jan and birds were calling at four sites in the Tarbock and Cronton areas in June with
later three coveys totalling 20 at Oglet and two coveys totalling 17 near Speke in October.

QUAIL Coturnix coturnix

Scarce summer visitor to west, often in influxes. Occasional evidence of localised escapees.

The best year for Quail in Lancashire since 2011 with 13 singing birds reported from ten sites in 2017.
All were on the lowland mosses of the south-west and the Fylde, particularly Over Wyre.

The first of the year was one singing near Maghull on 12 May. Thereafter, singing birds were
recorded from the south-west at Hesketh Out Marsh on 22 May, Crawford on 7 June, Longton Marsh
from 17 to 24 May and at least two on Bretherton Moss from 9 July to 2 Aug, the latter date being the
county’s last record in 2017. The Over Wyre mosses of the Fylde provided six singing birds from four
sites, with up to three at Bone Hill between 28 May and 22 June, singles on Stalmine Moss from 21
to 24 June, at Bradshaw Lane Head on 25 June and at St Michaels-on-Wyre on 22 July. Elsewhere on
the Fylde, one was singing on Lytham Moss on 24 July.

PHEASANT Phasianus colchicus
Common resident. Population maintained at a high level in many areas by releases.

Over 4000 records were received, indicating the Pheasant’s widespread distribution in the county,
but doing little to reflect on the vast numbers of birds released which are far in excess of the numbers
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reported below. Nationally, an estimated 35 million were released in 2004 increasing to 43 million
just eight years later, with an some 13 million shot annually and the UK population estimated to
have increased by a notable 70% between 1970 and 2015 (CBC/BBS data).

Going off these figures above, the largest counts received of 400 at Belmont in the West Pennine
Moors in October, 350 at Leighton Moss in September, 300 at Feniscowles Old Hall near Blackburn
in July and 130 between Rainford and Simonswood in October are clearly unrepresentative.

Double-figure counts were widespread across the county but some more interesting records
included 15 on the island at Belmont Reservoir in February, 80 at Foulscales in Bowland in September,
47 at Singleton on 27 Oct, 15 at Aintree in January and 30 on Caton Moor in November.

Notwithstanding the 350 at Leighton Moss, the maximum counts from reserves included 15 at
MMWWT, twelve at Marton Mere, eleven at Mere Sands Wood and nine at Brockholes.

Breeding was only reported from eleven sites. These included six sites in east Lancashire, three
pairs at Lunt Meadows, a nest at Belmont containing 16 eggs by 18 April with the gamekeeper
there reporting some ten broods of small young later in early June, albeit many perished in the wet

weather that followed.
3

1A

Pheasant taking temporary refuge in a Liverpool garden, March (Steve Young)

RED-THROATED DIVER Gavia stellata

Fairly common winter visitor and spring passage migrant. Scarce inland.

International importance: 10000. National importance: 170.

The year began with one at Heysham on New Year’s Day and three at Rossall Point, followed by
nine offshore off Formby on the 28th. Rossall produced a count of two on 5 Feb with 29 and 14 at
Blackpool on the 7th and 22nd respectively.

Spring passage began in March and included 60+ at Formby Point on the 15th and a single-day
peak of 18 at Heysham on the 24th, the largest flock being a count of seven. Forty-three were off
Blackpool on the 26th with 48 the following day when nine were at Rossall.

April sightings included a maximum count of 16 at Rossall on the 23rd, possibly some of the
same birds making up the count of 14 at Heysham the same day. Three were off Blackpool on the 6th
with 16 there the next day, 25 on the 24th and 21 on the 26th. Formby Point sightings included three
on the 11th, eight on the 22nd and five on the 25th. Heysham recorded 38 bird-days and the monthly
total from Rossall Point was 24.
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Spring passage petered out during in May but one was off Blackpool on 20 June.

Autumn return passage started in September with 22 for the month at Rossall Point (16 on the
16th), 22 at Blackpool on the 17th followed by 59 on the 16th and 20 on the 20th; two were at Formby
Point on the 23rd. Later 18 were off the Blackpool coast on 29-30 Sept. October saw singles on three
days at Heysham and four at Rossall Point.

Remarkably nine were at Stocks Reservoir for 35 minutes on 7 Oct, with one still present 90
minutes later. One was off Morecambe on the 25th and intermittent ones and twos off Heysham
during November and December, with the last of the year on 31 Dec.

BLACK-THROATED DIVER Gavia arctica
Uncommon annual winter visitor, mostly on coast.

The only early spring passage record was one off Formby Point on 25 April. At the other end of the
year one was in the mouth of the Mersey on 3 Oct, and another off Rossall Point on 27-28 Oct.

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER Gavia immer
Scarce, less than annual, mostly on coast.
Singles were reported from Blackpool on 6 Feb, Fairhaven Beach on 12 Feb, and Blackpool on 9 &
28 May.

At the other end of the year a juvenile was on Parsonage Reservoir from 12-14 December, and
one at Dean Clough Reservoir (possibly the same bird) on 15 Dec.

LEACH’S PETREL Oceanodroma leucorhoa
Fairly common offshore in variable numbers during September and October gales.
An early solitary individual was seen off Formby Point on the 19 Aug.

Blustery weather over the period 10-13 Sept produced sightings up and down the coast from
Heysham to Liverpool. Notably on the 11th 17 were at Heysham, 15 at Knott End, 28 off the Blackpool
coast and 15 in and around the mouth of the Mersey. The following day a handful of records were
all of ones and twos while on the 13th six were back at Heysham, nine were counted south past
Ainsdale/Formby and at least 80 were in the Mersey Narrows. A few were still around the Mersey
mouth on the 14th and three were at Blackpool on the 20th.

Birds appeared throughout October, typically no more than three at any one time, along the
whole of the coast — apart from six off Blackpool on the 4th and a similar number at Heysham on the

Leach’s Petrel, Mersey Narrows, 13 September (Steve Young)
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17th. The last of the year were singles off Crosby shore on 4 Nov and at Knott End on the 23rd.

FULMAR Fulmarus glacialis

Fairly common on coasts in late summer and early autumn during onshore winds.

A typical trickle of sightings between April and September followed one off Blackpool on 21 March.
In April singles were off Formby Point (9th), Heysham (12th), Rossall Point (21st), and Blackpool (14-
15th & 21st). Two were together at Blackpool on 12 April and at Heysham 14 &18 May and Blackpool
also on the on 18th.

In June two were again at Heysham (7th) and one (15th), at Rossall Point eleven (6th) and six
(7th), off Blackpool singles (4th, 11-12th) 27 (6th) and five (7th); one was off Formby Point in the
month.

There were no records in July, three in August (singles at Formby Point 19th and Blackpool 12th
& 17th) and several in September: two at Knott End on the 10th with five the following day, one off
the Blackpool coast intermittently on the 4-10th with up to seven over the next three days. Singles
were off Seaforth on 11 Sept and Heysham on the 13th.

MANX SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus

Common offshore in late summer-autumn, especially during onshore winds.

Slightly earlier than last year and in larger numbers, the first birds were off Formby Point on 11 April
(38) followed by nine (13th), 47 (16th) and seven (25th). Towards the end of the month three were
at Heysham (27th), ten at Rossall Point (23rd), while at Blackpool there were 113 (22nd), 100 (24th)
and 120 (27th)

In May Blackpool again had large numbers: 107 (8th), 696 (20th) and 160 (21st), eleven were at
Formby (20th) and five at Fleetwood (17th) with all other records from Heysham: two on 16 & 20th,
nine on 12th and six on the 15th. June records included Fleetwood 86 (6th) 19 (7th) and four (17th),
with 70 at Formby (12th) and six at Rossall Point (24th). Blackpool again had large and consistent
numbers with peaks of 224 and 176 at the beginning of the month, 157 mid-month and 177 and 246
at the month’s end.

July records were all from Blackpool: 40 on the 11th, ten on the 14th & 21st, 21 on the 19th and
eight on the 20th. Seven were still present here on the 3 Aug with one at Heysham and six at Formby
on the 19th.

The year finished with singles at Cockersand , Heysham and Otterspool between the 12th to
14th, with Blackpool still holding on with a maximum of eight recorded up until the 13th.Ten were
off Formby Point on the 13th.

Three inland records were notable: singles at Preston Dock on 16 Sept, in a Wray garden the
same day, and one picked up from the edge of the Leeds-Liverpool Canal at Rishton on 19 October,
taken into care overnight and released at Ainsdale the following evening,.

SOOTY SHEARWATER PFuffinus griseus

Vagrant

One flew west past Knott End then Fleetwood Promenade on 6 June (CG Batty). This was the first
record since one off Seaforth in September 2009.

LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis
Uncommon but increasing breeding bird. Fairly common in winter.
International importance: 3400. National importance: 160.

Monthly peak counts
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul  Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 13 14 13 1 8 2 21 21 35 23 11 12

Records were received from all usual sites, the most notable of which was the first ever breeding
attempt at Belmont Reservoir; believed to have been successful. Breeding was confirmed at another
nine sites including Lunt Meadows (6 juveniles from three pairs), Brookside Lodges (5, three pairs),
Leighton Moss (3), Marshside (3, three pairs), Houghter Fall Farm (3) Wood End Sewage Works (3,
one pair), Common Bank Lodge (3) with singles at Middleton NR, Conder Green and Lee Green
Reservoir. Juveniles were also recorded at Brockholes and Mere Sands Wood but these could have
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resulted from post-breeding dispersal. Attempted unsuccessful breeding occurred at a handful of
further sites.

Post-breeding dispersal and winter concentrations produced the highest counts. From the former
there were (maxima): 14 at Conder Pool (Sept); 15 at Leighton Moss and Condor Green (Sept); 14
Glasson (Sept); 12, Barrow Scout (Aug); 11 Silverdale Moss (Aug); and nine Aldcliffe (Aug). Most
notable winter numbers were: twelve Condor Pool (Oct) and 10 (Jan); 15 Southport Marine Lake
(Jan); 14 Sefton Park Liverpool (Feb); twelve Conder (Oct) and nine (Feb); ten Thornton ICI Reservoir
(Jan) and eight Lunt Meadows and Mere Sands Wood. In addition smaller numbers were reported
from another 45 sites.

Riverine sightings, all during winter months, came from Ribchester on the Ribble, Ightenhill,
Altham and Whalley on the Calder, and Feniscowles on the Darwen.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus
Uncommon but increasing breeding bird. Common in winter with concentrations in Morecambe Bay.
International importance: 4800. National importance: 190.

Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 7 3 7 4 6 8 6 4 5 2 1 0
Foulridge Res 12 / 14 6 18 11 / 8 12 16 13 22
Brockholes 3 3 7 4 6 8 6 4 5 2 1 0
Carr Mill Dam 28 41 42 38 36 36 / 33 43 31 42 /

Carr Mill Dam produced the greatest number of juveniles (from a minimum of twelve pairs) with
three present in May rising to eight in June and 16 in August. Elsewhere, breeding was conclu-
sive at twelve other sites with juveniles present: Leighton Moss, Belmont Reservoir, Brockholes,
Clowbridge, Croston Twin Lakes, Foulridge, Preesall Flashes, Barrow Lodge, Heapey Lodges,
Yarrow Valley, Anglezarke and MMWWT. Although breeding was attempted it was unsuccessful at
Seaforth, Springs Reservoir, Calf Hey, Cuerden Valley Park, and Holden Wood. Of the four pairs at
Mere Sands Wood no successful breeding was reported.

The first winter period witnessed 58 from the January Alt WeBS count, 22 off Blackpool the same
month and with 13 off Formby Point in Marc). Numbers off Heysham were exceptionally poor with
a peak of only three seen, in January. Elsewhere, there were 13 at the Dockacres complex, eight at
Dean Clough Reservoir, ten at Pine Lake and six at Rishton Reservoir. Seventeen were offshore at
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Southport and 14 off Jenny Brown’s Point both in May.

At the other end of the year 15 were present on the Alt (Dec WeBS), nine at Bare (Oct), eight at
Pine Lake (Nov), eight at Dean Clough (Dec) and six at both Mere Sands Wood (Nov) and Rishton
Reservoir (Dec). Sixteen were at Teal Bay on the 18 Dec.

Throughout the year birds were reported from another 28 sites without details.

SLAVONIAN GREBE Podiceps auritus

Scarce winter visitor.

After no records in 2015 and only one individual for half a day in April 2016 at Heysham, this year
was noteworthy. A juvenile frequented the Alston and Longridge reservoirs from 30 Sept to 16 Nov,
a single was present for the Morecambe Bay South WeBS count on 9 Nov, and two were seen at
Heysham on 15 Nov.

BLACK-NECKED GREBE Podiceps nigricollis

Scarce visitor, mostly in spring and autumn.

International importance: 2800. National importance: 50.

A juvenile was at MMWWT from on 21-23 Aug and another on Pine Lake on 1 Dec.

SPOONBILL Piatalea leucorodia

Scarce visitor, has bred.

Birds appeared at two regular sites, the Ribble Marshes and Leighton Moss/Eric Morecambe
complex.

The first at Marshside on 16 April was seen regularly until 14 June at various sites south of the
Ribble and at Freckleton Naze; two were at MMWWT on 4 & 25 June.

The six that turned up at Leighton Moss on 3 May were joined by another the following day and
numbers held at around that level for a week or so before reducing to three for much of the summer
with the last on 29 July.

One at Marshside on 16 Sept was the only report in the county later in the year.

BITTERN Botaurus stellaris

Rare breeding bird at Leighton Moss, uncommon winter visitor there and elsewhere.

Birds were present in the first winter period at Leighton Moss (2+), Middleton, Brockholes (2),
Marton Mere (2), Fleetwood, MMWWT (booming for one week but not staying), Mere Sands Wood,
Arley NR and a small site in Northwood, Kirkby. Most appeared to have departed by mid-March but
one remained at Marton Mere on 2 April and another at MMWWT on the 19th.

A male was booming half-heartedly at Lunt Meadows from 3 April to 2 May but there was no
sign of a female. A ‘grunting’ bird was heard at Leighton Moss during late March with two birds
seen gull-calling and then landing together in the reedbed on 2 April. There were two sightings each
at Leighton Moss and Barrow Scout during May but a bird was seen flying east over Yealand at dusk
on a date in late May and there were no further records.

The earliest autumn records were singles at Marton Mere from 25 June — with an additional bird
there in November and December —at MMWWT on 3 July, with this or another there on 6 & 8 Sept,
and Leighton Moss from 5 Sept. One at Brockholes from 27 Oct also remained well into December at
least, while one at Lunt Meadows was seen only on 18 & 22 Dec.

CATTLE EGRET"* Bubulcus ibis
Scarce visitor in increasing numbers.
Up to six remained from 2016 at Birkdale, roosting at Southport Marine Lake, until 25 March. After
that it seems likely that these birds moved to the north Ribble marshes from 29 March where they
were joined by others, with up to ten reported from Warton, Saltcotes and Freckleton Naze until 27
April. Three at MMWWT on 4 April were also presumably members of this flock.

A separate flock of up to three was present in the north, feeding at Yealand Storrs and roosting
at Leighton Moss, between 2 March and 23 May; one flying past Knott End on 11 May (C Batty) may
have been one of these birds.
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Singles were reported at MMWWT on 14 June and 15-16 July and Conder Green on 20 July. Up
to six, including at least one juvenile, were in the Southport area and occasionally north of the Ribble
from 21 July until the end of the year. Meanwhile, up to three were again at Yealand Storrs/Leighton
Moss from 10 Aug into 2018, two of them being seen on Silverdale Moss on 22-27 Oct; one was at
Cockerham on 7 Dec.

The most exciting record of the year, however, was east Lancashire’s first at Stocks Reservoir on
12 June (A Jones).

Cattle Egrets, Birkdale, 14 February (Steve Young)

GREY HERON Ardea cinerea
Scarce breeding resident.

Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul  Aug Sept Oct  Nov Dec
Ribble WeBS 3 5 8 7 5 10 50 43 27 22 24 20
MBS WeBS 21 4 13 10 15 13 30 37 26 31 5 17

Number of active nests at monitored Heronries

North Lancashire Fylde
Ashton Hall Lake 6 Hackensall Wood 6
Skerton Weir 11 Stanley Park 7+
Centre Farm, Forton 6 Lea Gate 7+
Rough Hey Wood, 25 Chorley
Claughton Cuerden VP 2
Churchfield House 34 West Pennine Moors
East Lancashire Rivington 27
Winckley Hall 40 (individuals) Delph Plantations 8
Skirden Beck 18 (individuals) Entwistle Plantations 33
Water Meetings, Blacko Present Rossendale
Stocks Reservoir 4 Warth, Waterfoot 12
Jackhouse Present Merseyside

Cabin Hill 1

Other double-figure counts away from breeding sites included 16 at MMWWT in August, 15 at Bald-
erstone in February and Burholme in August, 14 at Brockholes in the early year (presumably birds
from the Bezza Wood colony), twelve at Lytham Jetty in July and August, eleven at Seaforth in
August and ten on Hesketh Out Marsh in November.
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Juvenile Grey Heron, Victoria Park, Nelson, 2 August (Mike Jackson)

PURPLE HERON Ardea purpurea
Vagrant.

F3

Purple Heron, Leighton Moss, 26 August (Paul Ellis)
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A well-watched juvenile was at Leighton Moss from 18 Aug to 27 Oct, when seen to fly off high to the
south just prior to dusk (K Kelly). This was the fifteenth county record but only the third this century,
the last being at MMWWT and Mere Sands Wood in September 2010; perhaps unsurprisingly eleven
of these have been at Leighton Moss.

GREAT WHITE EGRET Ardea alba

Scarce but increasing , mostly in winter.

Monthly totals

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Leighton Moss 1 2 6 4 3 1 0 1 2 1 4 3
Ribble Marshes 2 3 1 2 1 1 1 1 4 5 3 3

The table gives a fair representation of the minimum number present in the county each month
although Great White Egrets are known to wander and most records from other sites in the vicinity
of the two main areas are probably not different birds. Almost all records on the Ribble were at
Marshside or Warton Bank and Freckleton with other south Fylde records probably involving the
same birds.

However, one that was present at Glasson/Conder Green from January to March was almost
certainly an additional bird, as were those seen away from the coastal sites.

Birds were back on the Ribble by 24 Sept and up to five were present on both sides of the river
until the end of the year.

In Chorley there were singles at Anglezarke Reservoir on 1 Sept, Yarrow Valley Park and
Bretherton Eyes from 21 Oct until mid-December, making occasional visits to Mawdesley and
Croston Mosses on 24 Nov; two were near Sollom on 27 Nov.

One was at Brockholes on 10 Oct and singles were reported from Clowbridge Reservoir on 6
April, Primrose Lodge, Clitheroe on 8 May, Mitton Bridge on 8 & 9 May, Hurstwood Reservoir on
18 Oct and Brownsills (Great Harwood) on 11 Nov. Probably just one was seen in Rossendale, at
Townsendfold on 15 Dec and Calf Hey Reservoir on the 17th.

LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta
Fairly common and increasing visitor, mainly to coastal marshes. First bred in 2014.
National importance: 50

Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May  Jun Jul  Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 27 14 59 48 22 22 101 92 98 142 58 33
LM/EMC 42 49 55 48 6 7 79 132 156 92 77 12
Ribble WeBS 23 38 82 36 22 26 83 70 134 121 75 84
Warton/Freckleton  / / 62 / / / / / 74 / / /
Southport sites 72 16 23 10 20 10 / / 30 43 / 11
Fairhaven Lake 1 3 3 1 2 1 43 4 31 44 1
Conder/Glasson 3 4 3 4 6 10 20 22 40 15 8 2

Little Egrets are now recorded throughout the county, although most are still seen near the coast at
the main sites in the table above, which suggests a peak population in early autumn of 300 or so with
around 120 wintering.

The majority of records in east Lancashire were of one or two birds but there were counts of six at
Sawley on 3 March and Stocks Reservoir on 8 May, nine at Lower Foulridge Reservoir on 29 July and
ten at Sawley on 28 Dec. Ones and twos were seen in Chorley at a dozen or sites throughout the year,
while one roosted with herons in the West Pennine Moors in September; the only Rossendale records
were singles at Clowbridge Reservoir on 2 July and Townsendfold on 15 Aug. In the far north-east
one was on the Lune at Arkholme on 15 April.

The Southport Marine Lake colony fledged five juveniles and 14 pairs nested at Ashton Hall,
where 173 were present on 27 Aug and 115 on 7 Dec.
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GANNET WMorus bassanus
Common summer and autumn visitor offshore in variable numbers. Scarce in winter.

Spring passage at Heysham produced 302 bird-days on 25 dates between 17 March and 28 May
with peaks of 100 on 27 April and 81 on 14 May. At Formby Point counts reached a maximum of 133
on 11 April, falling to 25 on the 25th and then 15 on 20 May. Off the Blackpool coast peaks of three
were seen in March, 75 in April and 151 in May. The only other record was one at Cockersand on
21 May.

Between June and September Heysham had a peak count of eleven on four dates in June with
only two birds seen in July. Twelve were off Formby Point on 7 June with two there on 19 Aug. Off
Blackpool 151 were present in May (21st),
240 in June (6th) and 130 (24th), with
counts of 60+ on the 7 & 17 Aug and ten in
September. A flurry of birds around Knott
End and Rossall Point culminated with
164 on 7 June and ten in July-September. A
juvenile was at Leighton Moss on 10 Sept,
with one at Marton Mere on the 12th (only
the second record for this site) and four at
Cockersand on the 13th.

Gales in October produced 36 at
Rossall Point with twelve at Heysham on
the 2nd and then seven on the 4th.

SHAG Phalacrocorax aristotelis Gannet, Pilling Lane, 26 August (Paul Ellis)

Uncommon but probably increasing on coasts. Most records are of immatures.
Apart from individuals at Blackpool in March, including three on the 26th, Rossall Point and
Blackpool in May and Cockersand in October, most sightings were from Heysham: a first-winter
on the wooden jetty from 30 Jan to 2 Feb and a juvenile on 11 Sept, 22 & 28 Oct and then six dates
between 24 Nov and 24 Dec.

One was at Dockacres in January.

CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo
Common and increasing on coasts and estuaries. Local but increasing inland.
International importance: 1200. National importance: 350.

Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 186 199 231 108 35 27 173 186 134 266 164 119
Ribble WeBS 343 523 327 205 180 74 144 412 258 937 606 1140
Alt WeBS 250 147 171 322 311 234 275 664 558 867 296 242
Brockholes 18 21 28 24 4 10 9 21 50 57 40 /
Stocks Res / 60 / 14 3 12 36 74 74 70 63 19
Rivington Res 54 111* 104 7 / / / / / 36 40 53
Mere Sands 20 37 29 12 2 7 36 135 1000 450 12 8
Seaforth 140 100 180 126 120 90 280 280 621 432 160 145

*A new record count for West Pennine Moors

The largest counts were reported from predominantly winter roosts at coastal sites (see table), the
exception once again being the very large nocturnal autumn roosts at Mere Sands Wood.

Other double-figure counts included 45 at Jenny Brown'’s Point in March, 82 at Rossall Point and
80 at Leighton Moss (both in October), and 33 at Holden Wood Reservoir in November. Another 200
or more sites returned counts of less than 50 sometime in the year with even more sites witnessing
presence of even smaller numbers fewer than ten at some point.

All previous large counts at Seaforth have involved daytime roosts and, although Cormorants
were known also to roost there overnight, no nocturnal assemblies had been properly counted prior
to 15 Sept, when 621 were watched leaving the reserve.
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Twenty-five freshwater sites reported mainly single-figure counts except for winter roosts.
Notable amongst these were Clowbridge Reservoir (30), Slipper Hill Reservoirs (56 in February
and 42 in November), Foulridge Reservoir (35 in February), Holden Wood Reservoir (at least 43
throughout the winter) and Delph Reservoir (18 in October). Freckleton Naze had counts of over 50
during the winter, 58 were at MMWWT in January and at the other end of the scale one at Victoria
Park, Burnley from September to the year’s end was the first record for this site.

Several reports of continental sinensis were received from Hesketh Out Marsh in September and
one at Preston Dock on 3 Nov.

A breeding colony has been thriving just over the Cheshire border at Hale Duck Decoy on the
Mersey for several years but we await the first breeding records in Lancashire.

OSPREY Pandion haliaetus

Fairly common passage migrant.

The first were single(s) at Heysham, Knott End and Fleetwood on 24 March and 21 had been seen
by the end of the month. At least 43 followed during April and 35 during May, bringing the spring
passage to 100.

There was a handful of records in east Lancashire during June and early July that may have
related to a single bird, perhaps a non-breeding sub-adult.

Throughout the summer birds (mostly the male) from Foulshaw Moss in Cumbria, where they
have nested for five years, made regular fishing trips to Leighton Moss. One on the Grane reservoirs
in Rossendale from 23 May to 2 June was fishing successfully throughout.

The first new July bird flew over Lunt Meadows on the 2nd but three flew south over Arkholme
on the 13th. The passage movement gained strength in the first week of August and continued until
12 Oct, and involved around 30 birds, a relatively high total for autumn. The most remarkable record
was three at Lower Foulridge Reservoir on 22 Aug.

SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus

Fairly common breeding resident.

As usual there is little new to be said about a species which is present throughout the county and
whose breeding population is thought to be more or less stable. The Lancaster & District January
survey, for example, located 16 birds, a typical total.

The only definite breeding information received was of a successful pair at Hesketh Golf Course,
two pairs at Heysham, two pairs around Haslingden Grane, one in Wheelton Plantation and three or
four pairs in east Lancashire — hardly a representative sample!

Away from nest sites Sparrowhawks are almost always seen singly but there were a few records
of three or four together, presumably family groups, in south Fylde and at Brockholes and Moor
Piece.

1 & FEREW
Sparrowhawk, Savick Park, Preston, 14 November (Geoff Gradwell)
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A high-flying northbound migrant was seen at Heysham on 26 March with three there the
following day. Autumn migrants there comprised singles on 15 Sept, 28 Sept, 8 Oct, 27 Oct and twos
on 26 Sept, 19 Oct and 6 Nov. As usual Seaforth logged the only other probable migrants with three
south on 29 Oct.

GOSHAWK Accipiter gentilis

Rare feral breeding resident and escapee.

We usually have very little to say about the small and elusive Lancashire population so this year was
a pleasant surprise.

A male was in a West Pennine Moors plantation on 4 Jan with a further brief sighting at the same
site on 21 Feb considered probable, and another male was seen over a different plantation in the
central West Pennine Moors on 15 April. There were no further sightings at either site despite checks
but that was not surprising.

The only report received from east Lancashire was of a pair at Low Moor, Clitheroe on 13 April.
For the second consecutive year there were no reports from the traditional Bowland site. In Rossen-
dale a male was at Calf Hey Reservoir on 4 March and one flew over Crawshawbooth, mobbed by
three Buzzards, on 10 Aug.

Alarge hawk flying west over Yarrow Valley Way in Chorley on 18 June was probably a Goshawk
in the opinion of the observer, while one of unknown origin was reported at Adlington on 5 Nov and
again in early December.

MARSH HARRIER Circus aeroginosus

Rare breeder, uncommon passage migrant. Amber List (localised breeder).

The Lancaster & District January survey located five birds, presumably all in the Leighton Moss
area where three were seen regularly during the first winter period. A minimum of two juveniles
wintered on the Ribble Marshes, reported mainly from Warton Bank and Hesketh Out Marsh, while
one or two were seen on the south-west mosses.

There were a few more at the other end of the year with at least four on the south Ribble Marshes
and three — probably with some overlap — on the north bank of the river. Up to nine were seen fairly
regularly at MMWWT in late November and December, but surprisingly there were no other second
winter reports on the south-west mosses.

At Leighton Moss two males and two females fledged four and three young. A pair again nested
at the same site on the south-west mosses, raising at least one young which was seen in August at
Lunt Meadows, where the breeding birds were last seen on 22 Oct; an immature male seen there on
5 May was perhaps one of the previous year’s offspring. One at Lytham Marsh on 14 & 18 June was
also probably a non-breeding bird.

There were several records of migrants away from the breeding sites in spring, including singles
at Bretherton Eyes on 21 & 31 March, Heysham-Middleton on 22 April and 8 & 12 May, Stocks
Reservoir on 28 March, Marl Hill on 1 April, Stocks Reservoir on 30 April, Cabin Hill on 8 May, Plex
Moss on 19 May and MMWWT on 18 March, 18-19 April and 1 May.

Autumn migrants were a little more numerous and were recorded in ones and twos at 20 sites
in the Fylde; at least two female/immatures on three dates at Belmont in September and October; in
Chorley at Bretherton Eyes on 25 & 29 Oct and Croston Moss on 30 Nov; in east Lancashire at Stocks
Reservoir on 31 July and Yellowhills, Blackburn on 30 Aug; at Brockholes on 14 & 19 Sept and 28
Oct, and in Roeburndale on 20 Aug. One at Cabin Hill on 24 Sept was the only coastal migrant in the
south-west but up to five were at MMWWT during September, building to nine in late November.

HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus

Rare breeder, uncommon winter visitor. Red List (rare breeder).

The news does not get any better. For the second consecutive year no Hen Harriers nested in Bowland.
Very few birds were seen there during the breeding season but a single immature male held territory
in Croasdale from 11 April until 20 May; it displayed and built nests but did not succeed in attracting
a mate. There were intermittent sightings of others, including two ringtails that joined the territory-
holding bird in Croasdale on 7 May but were not seen subsequently.
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Unlike in 2016 when the Field Vole population was at very low ebb, there was no shortage of
food this year as demonstrated by the very successful season for Short-eared Owls. So the lack of any
breeding attempt was doubly disappointing. The British breeding population is in serious trouble
and only three pairs nested in England this year — in Northumberland. There is no doubt that perse-
cution is the major cause, highlighted by birds found dead in 2017 with lead shot in them in Cumbria
and Northumberland.

At least two ringtails, probably more, wintered on the Ribble Marshes in the early year, seen on
both sides of the river, one identified as an adult female the other as a juvenile or immature male.
Another ringtail that had been present in 2016 was seen regularly at Lunt Meadows until at least
1 Feb, but one at MMWWT on 31 March was the only other record elsewhere on the south-west
mosses all year. At least one overwintered in Bowland but the only record anywhere else was seen at
Haslingden on 2 Feb. Singles at Leighton Moss on 28 March and 16 May, and Banks Marsh on 6 May
were presumably migrants.

The only clear-cut autumn migrants ringtails at Yellowhills, Blackburn on 19 Sept and Hog Lowe
Pike, Haslingden Grane on the 28th.

Birds were at similar sites and in similar numbers during the second winter period, with a male
and a ringtail in Bowland, and adult and a first-winter female on the Ribble Marshes and one at Lunt
Meadows on 22 Oct. Elsewhere, ringtails were seen at Bretherton Eyes on 28 Oct and Rivington on 11
Dec, while in the Belmont area there was a ringtail
on 27 Dec and an adult male from 29 Nov to at least
10 Dec — on the latter date it was observed hunting
Snipe, in company with a female Merlin, during a
snowstorm at Belmont Reservoir.

PALLID HARRIER Circus macrourus
Vagrant.
Following a report of a ‘pale male harrier’ seen
briefly by Mick Demain and others over the previous
few days, an adult male was first fully identified on
26 April in Whitendale (J Bray, Mark Breaks). It may
have been present prior to this but mistaken for a
male Hen Harrier. It held territory much as the
Hen Harrier in Croasdale did, caching food, nest-
building and sky-dancing above the heads of large
numbers of birders who visited Bowland to watch
it. The last sighting was on 14 May.

This was the second county record following
a first-summer at Brockholes on 7 May 2016. The
record has been accepted by the BBRC. Nation-
ally, Pallid Harrier records have ballooned from an
average of less than one a year in the 1990s, to two
in the noughties and eleven since 2010 —its days as a
national rarity are probably numbered.

Male Pallid Harrier, Whitendale,
1 May (Paul Ellis)

RED KITE WMilvus milvus
Scarce passage migrant and rare winter visitor from successful reintroduction schemes.
Reports received continue to increase slowly but still without any hint of a breeding attempt.

In east Lancashire singles were seen at Grove Lane, Padiham on 4 & 7 March, Wood End Sewage
Works on the 16th, Brungerley (Clitheroe) on the 24th, Alston on the 25th, Langden Castle on 3 April,
Dunsop Bridge on the 5th, Nick of Pendle on the 30th, Champion Moor on 13 May, Higher Stoney
Clough on 19 May, Whitendale on 18 June and Bashall Eaves on 23 July. It is impossible to judge how
many individuals were involved but it may have been just one or two.

Similar numbers were seen in the south-west, including two records at MMWWT in May and
five between 29 Sept and 26 Nov; one in the Homer Green/Altcar Withins area for several days at the
end of November was likely to have been the latter bird. Others were seen at Bretherton on 26 Feb,
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Ormskirk on 13 March, Mere Sands Wood two days later and Croston on the 21st — presumably just
one bird.

Elsewhere, singles were at Belmont on 23 March, Oakenclough on 1 Dec and Brockholes on 7 &
24 March, 4 & 23 April and 28 May.

WHITE-TAILED EAGLE Haliaeetus albicilla

Vagrant.

An immature - possibly 3CY — bird was seen at Whitendale on 27-29 April at the same time as the
Pallid Harrier (Mark Breaks, P Morris, T Parnell). This is the third record in Lancashire in the modern

era, the previous ones were also in early spring: a 2CY bird over Stocks Reservoir on 12 March 2003
and a sub-adult over Seaforth on 15 April 2009

BUZZARD Buteo buteo

Fairly common breeding resident.

Buzzards are now our most numerous raptor, almost ubiquitous in the lowlands but a little less
common in the uplands, but as usual we received relatively few confirmed breeding records.

The Lancaster & District January survey located 52 birds.

In suitable weather conditions sizeable concentrations can be seen over open country; gatherings
of five or more are fairly commonplace but larger groups this year included 21 at Brockholes on 4
March with 17 there on 2 April and eleven on 5 Dec, up to 20 at MMWWT in April and September to
November, twelve at Leighton Moss on 2 April, eleven at Little Crosby in September and October, ten
at Marton Mere in April and Myerscough Quarry in October, eight at Glasson in April and August,
at Lunt Meadows throughout the year, Dunsop Bridge in May and Alston Wetland in August. The
largest counts in Rossendale were five at Holden Wood Reservoir in February and Jamestone Quarry
in August.

Migrating birds were again recorded at both Heysham and Seaforth. Counts at the latter site
were lower this year due to reduced coverage but included seven flying north during April. Three
northbound singles were seen at Heysham between 24 March and 17 April, while in autumn twos
were seen on 19 & 26 Sept and singles on 27 Sept and 2 Nov. A flock of nine flew over Marshside on
17 Sept.

One observer described Buzzards as widespread in east Lancashire but only in ones and twos,
with significantly fewer seen in the May to September breeding season. A pair in the Burnley area
was known to have been persecuted and this is now thought to be extensive — a walk in south
Bowland including the Hareden and Langden Valleys on 28 April recorded just one.

One spent much time digging for earthworms in molehills at Marshside in April and May, while
another was seen to predate a Kestrel at Belmont on 5 Oct.

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus

Scarce resident breeder, common winter from central and eastern Europe.

No breeding census was carried out this year at Leighton Moss, the county’s main breeding site.
Breeding records from elsewhere were few and far between. In the south-west none was seen
at MMWWT or Marshside, while breeding by one pair was thought possible at Lunt Meadows.
Breeding was, however, proven in the Fylde when a brood of newly-hatched young were seen at
Preesall Flashes on 17 May, and was probable at Marton Mere where there was a handful of records
during summer. At least two were at Brockholes until at least 19 May so may have nested. The most
remarkable record, though, was a skull found in a fresh Barn Owl pellet near Belmont on 30 June,
suggesting the presence of the species locally in the breeding season.

As usual birds were much more numerous in winter, when Water Rails were reported from 55
localities — itself probably an underestimate. Almost all records were of single birds but this is an
elusive species and it is very difficult to assess real numbers. Multiple records included nine on the
Eric Morecambe complex, six at Marton Mere, five at Lunt Meadows, four at Brockholes, and three
at Middleton NR, MMWWT and Marshside.

One was grounded on Billinge Hill on 30 Oct and one found dead next to a duck pen at Cowpe
allotments in Rossendale on 3 Nov was presumably a casualty on migration.
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CORNCRAKE* Crex crex

Vagrant.

One appeared briefly on the Reedbed Walk path at MMWWT
on 18 Sept (C Richens). This was only our third record in
the 21st century, the previous ones being a corpse found at
Liverpool Pier Head in September 2002 and one at Grove
Lane Marsh, Padiham on 17 May 2016.

MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus

Very common resident breeder.

Apart from the monthly peaks below, other large totals
outside of the breeding season included 127 found during
the Lancaster & District January survey, 86 at MMWWT, 36
at Marton Mere, 29 at Haslam Park, 25 on Eccleston Mere and !

Course, 21 on Fairhaven Lake and Carr Mill Dam, and 20 at
Leighton Moss.

Breeding was as usual very widespread in most of the
county but few detailed reports were received. Thirteen pairs
bred at Belmont Reservoir where they benefitted from high water levels, twelve pairs at Marshside/
Hesketh Golf Course, eleven at Leighton Moss and the Eric Morecambe complex, eight along the
study section of the Leeds-Liverpool Canal at Aintree and at Lunt Meadows, where productivity was
poor, and two on Hesketh Out Marsh.

(Chris Richens)

Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul  Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 18 6 22 6 4 3 15 14 23 18 13 18
Ribble WeBS 58 26 51 29 11 8 21 24 22 22 48 18
Brockholes 11 10 5 6 5 12 20 13 12 16 19 17

COOT Fulica atra
Common resident breeder; abundant winter visitor from continental Europe.
National importance: 1800.
Monthly peak counts at sites with maxima over 200
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct Nov Dec

MBS WeBS 78 61 64 28 19 / 39 115 110 66 88 67
Leighton Moss 140 148 35 38 30 20 80 96 85 110 / /
Dockacres comp. 330 235 58 44 18 12 67 78 84 105 102 165
Brockholes 310 243 96 36 41 67 145 152 222 350 398 405
Marton Mere 285 142 140 22 / 20 110 137 170 330 /260
Ribble WeBS 75 84 132 42 36 86 87 130 101 134 124 73
Southport ML 145 125 / / / / / / 138 276 / /
MMWWT 106 90 / / / 35 58 42 70 100 290 431

The Lancaster & District January survey recorded 537, mainly at Pine Lake and Leighton Moss.
Other large counts included 300 on Eccleston Mere in January, 160 at Stanley Park, Blackpool in
August, 147 at Alston Wetland/Reservoirs in January, 112 on Fairhaven Lake in October and 105 on
Silverdale Moss in December.

Breeding records included 47 pairs at Marshside, 36 at Leighton Moss-Eric Morecambe complex,
twelve at Lunt Meadows, eight at Brookside and six on the canal study area at Aintree.
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OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostralegus
Abundant winter visitor. Common breeding bird.
International importance: 10200. National importance: 3200.
WeBS counts
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct Nov Dec

MBS 12899 12968 7440 6318 3449 1792 11178 13825 17237 21076 21997 13923
Ribble 13898 5938 3836 1116 860 970 2479 5385 5517 9311 7053 6714
Alt 4818 5445 2140 1879 2204 3756 4462 4456 6887 5382 4065 4517

Numbers using Seaforth as a roost site continued to rise with a record 3600 on 16 Jan followed by
4200 on 14 Feb and 4000+ on 1 March. A striking, leucistic bird with a white crown, face and nape
was seen at St Anne’s on 12 Feb.

Early movements inland in January included one at Dunsop Bridge on the 5th and nine on the
21st at Spade Mill Reservoirs. Six were at Alston Wetland on 22 Jan and the first arrived back at
Belmont Reservoir the same day. More typically, birds arrived at Withnell Fold on 4 Feb. Larger
early counts included 112 at Burholme on 13 Feb with 159 there on 3 March, 201 at Langden Bridge
on 24 Feb and 159 at Stocks Reservoir on 15 March with 103 still present there on 10 April; 66 at
Brockholes on 25 Feb was the highest count of the year there.

Widespread breeding included 89 pairs alongside the Lune between Skerton Weir and Kirby
Lonsdale, six pairs at Crossens Inner/Outer Marsh, 16 at Marshside, 20 at Hesketh Out Marsh and 26
on the Eric Morecambe complex. Two pairs bred at Lunt Meadows and five at Belmont Reservoir but
these only fledged two young due to gull predation. Several pairs bred in the Brennand Valley, while
RSPB monitoring found 80 pairs breeding over 33 Bowland farms. Away from Belmont Reservoir,
at least 13 other pairs were territorial in the West Pennine Moors including at least seven pairs that
mostly just summered on farmland. Of the more intriguing breeding locations, a pair bred at the
Wrea Green solar farm on the Fylde, while a pair on the roof of Poundstretcher in central Burnley
fledged two juveniles. Sailing club members at Delph Reservoir again successfully protected a pair
that fledged two young in the middle of the car park.

One of the largest inland post-breeding flocks was 40 on three dates in early-mid July at Stocks
Reservoir where 38 remained on 4 Aug, while 14 were still in the Belmont area on 27 July with the
last there on 20 Aug. Other counts of note were 20 at Alston Wetland on 19 July and 15 at Parsonage
Reservoir on 20 July

AVOCET Recurvirostra avosetta

Recently established scarce breeding bird, uncommon passage migrant.

National Importance: 75

The first to return were two at Marshside and five at MMWWT on 19 Feb, followed by two at the
Eric Morecambe complex on the 23rd; by 6 March ten were at Hesketh Out Marsh and ten at Warton
Marsh on the 11th were he first back in the Fylde. Two at Belmont Reservoir on 12 March was locally
notable, the birds roosting there overnight.

Numbers at the main sites built up quickly, with the highest counts in March, with 100 at
MMWWT on the 19th and 105 at Marshside on the 24th. Four at Lytham Jetty on 23 March were
unexpected, as was one by Ocean Edge saltmarsh, Heysham on the 27th and three at Alexandra
Dock, Liverpool on 3 April. Singles were at Brockholes and Preston Dock on 22 May and three at
Seaforth on 21 May with a juvenile there on 15-16 July.

Breeding information was incomplete. There were 36 pairs at Marshside, a further ten pairs at
Crossens Marsh and 29 at Hesketh Out Marsh. Breeding on the Fylde included four pairs at Warton
Marsh, while at Conder Green, three pairs had nine young on 18 June. At the Eric Morecambe
complex, of 22 breeding pairs, all first broods were predated at the egg or young stage by Carrion
Crows and Black-headed Gulls. Four pairs relaid, which produced just one fledged youngster.

Numbers reduced noticeably at breeding sites by late June. Even so, 60 were still at MMWWT
on 6 July and two remained at Conder Green on the 27th. In August up to four were at the Eric
Morecambe complex, eleven at MMWWT and 20 at Hesketh Out Marsh before a further departure
by the last week of the month. The last were at the Eric Morecambe complex on 14 Oct, Marshside on
the 27th, MMWWT on the 29th and late birds at Crossens on 6 Nov.
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LAPWING Vanellus vanellus
Abundant but decreasing winter visitor, passage migrant and breeder.
International importance: 20000. National importance: 6200.

Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 8165 4965 314 44 71 153 2722 1720 2793 6838 5702 3230
Ribble WeBS 6598 5807 409 100 186 209 268 1090 1470 6427 6202 5642
MMWWT 1410 2500 / / / / 284 400 1000 1264 1583 1380
Marshside 800 2000 / / 40 / / / 616 4500 1000 3000

A wintering flock of up to 400 was recorded on fields between Brindle and Withnell Fold on 4 Jan,
increasing to over 600 by 17 Feb. Up to 200 were at Fishmoor Reservoir on 19 Jan and 200 were at
Bretherton Eyes throughout January and early February. A large increase in the early part of the year
at Brockholes peaked at 921 on 1 Feb, while 510 were at Alston Wetland on the 8th, 450 at Ightenhill
on the 24th and 400 at Burholme on the 26th; 470 at Belmont Reservoir on 16 Feb was the highest
count there since 1982.

In early spring flock sizes started to reduce but there were still 110 at Withnell Fold on 11 March.
Displaying birds were noted at Slaidburn from 2 April. Four pairs nesting at Aintree were ploughed
out on 30 April but then re-laid successfully. Five pairs bred at Stocks Reservoir, six pairs at Brock-
holes, at least six at Chipping Lawn, nine at New Laithe Farm, Newton, and at least ten at Lunt
Meadows, laying at least 16 clutches but with only low single figures fledging. At the Eric Morecambe
complex 22 pairs bred, 31 alongside the Lune between Skerton Weir and Kirby Lonsdale, 30 were on
territory in the Brindle/Withnell Fold area, 59 bred at Marshside and a further 35 at Crossens Marsh
and 15 at Hesketh Out Marsh. Survey work revealed 268 pairs over 1530.3ha on 33 Bowland Farms.

The first young fledged on 29 April in the Belmont area, where 22 broods involving 33 young in
early June was considered exceptional; this was attributed to the mowing of areas of rush on pasture
land, the withdrawal of cattle prior to laying and a determined effort to remove crows and foxes.
A further 107 territories were recorded across 35 sites on the West Pennine Moors, including eleven
territories on fire-breaks at Belmont Moor. Observers there reported high numbers of juveniles in
subsequent post-breeding flocks.

The first post-breeding birds returned to Seaforth in the last week May. Inland, the July build-up
included 110 at Grimsargh Wetlands on the 3rd, 137 at Lower Rivington Reservoir on the 8th and
60 at Withnell Fold on the 30th. In the West Pennine Moors there were 150 at Springs Reservoir on 3
Aug and 210 at Delph Reservoir on 9 Sept. Passage at Brockholes peaked at 564 on 28 July and 450 on
4 Nov. There were some larger inland gatherings in August, including 476 at Whitemoor Reservoir
on the 5th and 485 at Foulridge Reservoirs the same day, 284 at Stocks Reservoir on 7 Aug, 360 at
Burnley Unity College Lake on the 8th and 170 at Alston Wetland on 27 Aug.

Totals of 450 were at Lower Towneley Scrape on 1 Sept and 440 at Parsonage Reservoir on 26
Sept. A leucistic bird on 4 Sept at Seaforth had been seen previously at Lunt Meadows. A flock of 550
was at Lunt Meadows in September and 400 at Foulridge Upper Reservoir on 8 Oct. Other notable
flocks were 435 were on fields in Rainford on 13 Oct and 110 at Rishton Reservoir on 19 Oct.

Daytime rooftop roosting continues in central Burnley but numbers are much reduced, partly
due to wires introduced to deter the birds. The highest count there was 50 on 8 Nov. In December
168 were at Ribchester on the 10th, 140 at Bashall Town and 100 Ightenhill Bridge on the 15th and 218
Alston Wetland on the 31st.

GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria
Abundant on passage and in winter near coasts. Scarce breeding bird.
International importance: 8000. National importance: 4000.

Monthly peak counts

Jan Feb  Mar Apr  May Jun Jul  Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 2700 434 144 0 0 0 9 195 271 214 1170 106
Ribble WeBS 2240 996 2533 10 5 0 0 1033 315 922 1678 1713
Marshside / 2440 2886 1808 / / / / / / /1200
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The impressive spring gathering at Marshside began with a large arrival on 20 Feb and was noted
until 1 April, after which birds moved on rapidly with the last on 27th; a count of 100 on Newton
Marsh on 6 April was presumably linked to this same movement. Elsewhere on the Fylde the last
wintering flock at Cockersand of 200 birds on 21 April departed quickly afterwards. A single migrant
was noted at Fleetwood on 1 May.

Inland, the year started with 60 at Champion Moor on 1 Jan and 55 at Newton-in-Bowland on
the 3rd. A flock of 20 was with Lapwings at Bretherton Eyes on 28 Jan and two were back on moors
above Belmont on 15 Feb; 448 were at Champion Moor on 28 Feb with 450 there on 23 March, and 50
were at Trawden on 4 March. One was displaying at Leck Fell on 30 March, 80 were at Black Moss
Reservoir on 26 March and 13 were at Oswaldtwistle the same day, at least 100 on Pendle Hill on 3
April and 400 flew south over Stocks Reservoir on the 7th.

Survey work located some 22 territories across the West Pennine Moors during the breeding
season. Given the slow rise in breeding numbers across the West Pennine Moors over the last 30
years, the total of 15 pairs for the West Pennine Moors SSSI is considered an underestimate. Probable
breeding was reported from Boulsworth Hill and Pendle Hill but there were no reports of juveniles.

The first to return to the coast was one at Skippool Creek on 22 June. Birds returning to Cock-
ersand totalled 69 on 3 July and 100 were at Glasson on the 9th. Subsequent Fylde counts of note,
not captured in the WeBS surveys, i