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INTRODUCTION
Dave Bickerton

September already and we’re nearly ready to print the annual bird report once again, 
wondering what the autumn period might bring. In 2016, the autumnal weather pattern 
was dominated by a persistent easterly airflow that brought all manner of waifs and strays 
to the east coast but not all that many to our side of the country. However, we did get 
record numbers of Yellow-browed Warblers sighted from all corners of the county more 
than sating the appetite of the dedicated patch workers of Lancashire. What we haven’t 
had for a couple of years is a run of westerly gales, so maybe this year will oblige.
 The seasonal weather patterns certainly affect the birds we see in our area but the 
general pattern and long-term changes are all encapsulated in a series of reports going 
back many years. These reports have put on record what people were observing at the 
time and looking back at them we can see those changes. The most striking changes of 
the past decade to me has been the increase in egrets - first Little, then Great White and 
now Cattle Egrets are regular, not only at the expected coastal and wetland sites but even 
in deepest darkest east Lancashire and Rossendale! Cetti’s Warbler has certainly started 
to colonise and there are promising signs of the return of Nightjars. But what about those 
birds that are slowly and silently slipping from our avifauna; even once common birds 
are now struggling in certain areas but again their story is captured.
 So, a big thank-you to the folk who send us their records whether it be directly to the 
recorder or via local recording web-sites or BirdTrack. As I mentioned last year, summaries 
of local data on commoner birds from your local patch are always welcome and though 
not necessarily mentioned explicitly in the text, they are on record. The writing team has 
done an excellent job once again and I thank them for their selfless contribution.
 This year has been busy on the publishing front for the Society. In June, in conjunction 
with Butterfly Conservation, we published a book on finding the early stages of Micro 
Moths. This has been very well received by the mothing community and a great success 
as was the Dragonfly Atlas before it. Included in this year’s membership and published 
the same time as this report is a book on the non-avian Vertebrate Fauna of Lancashire 
with expert informative contributions and distribution maps of our reptiles, fish, amphib-
ians and mammals. We’ve more such publications planned.
 Finally, I’d like to make mention of two long-standing members of the Society who 
passed away in the last twelve months. The first was John Butterworth, my predecessor 
as Honorary Secretary for 20 years and former society recorder for mammals as well as 
many other roles. Malcolm Calvert remembers first meeting him on a birding trip to the 
Isle of Man in the early 1960’s and recalls he once held the record for the longest-running  
BTO census on a plot near Radcliffe. His generous bequest has contributed enormously 
to the pulishing of the Vertebrate book 
 The second was Harry Shorrock, a great character of the Lancashire birding scene 
for as long as I remember and a regular contributor to the Society’s business for over 50 
years. His tales of birds, birders and birding are now, sadly, consigned to be the stuff of 
legend.
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REVIEW OF 2016
John Wright

January
The year began mild and unsettled with low pressure in charge and some prolonged and heavy rain. 
It turned colder around the middle of the month with widespread frosts, and some of the precipita-
tion fell as snow, particularly over higher ground. The month ended very mild and changeable with 
frequent rain and strong winds.
 The year opened with a male Green-winged Teal at Martin Mere and a lovely Firecrest at 
Aldcliffe. A Siberian Chiffchaff was also found at Aldcliffe on the 4th. It turned out to be a good 
year for both these species and another Firecrest was discovered at Martin Mere on the 6th. 
 A Ring-billed Gull at Haslam Park in Preston and a Caspian Gull at Ainsdale both remained 
from 2016. A male American Wigeon appeared at Hesketh Out Marsh from the 16th. 
 Waders were providing an amazing spectacle across the county and high tide WeBS counts 
revealed 8560 Curlews, 5517 Redshanks and 578 Turnstones in Morecambe Bay, where 22051 
Lapwings were also counted. At the same time 3500 Golden Plovers were on Cockerham Moss and 
further south 24000 Knots and 7200 Bar-tailed Godwits were on the Alt Estuary with 5000 Black-
tailed Godwits at Marshside. 
 Whilst these numbers highlight the international importance of our estuaries it is of great concern 
that numbers of Knot have fallen by 50% and Curlew by 33% since 2000. This proves the immense 
value of WeBS data in highlighting the plight of our waterfowl.
 Inland, these numbers could not be matched but up to seven Green Sandpipers wintering at 
Brockholes and 21 Woodcocks on Hoddlesden Moss were also of note. Short-eared Owls were in 
winter residence at various locations but the six birds at Lunt Meadows were the most reliable and 
often put on a fantastic show for visitors to this exciting new reserve.

February
February began unsettled and wet with westerly and south-westerly winds. It was generally mild, 
wet and cloudy during the first half, with some strong winds around the 8th associated with Storm 
Imogen, but the second half was colder, drier and sunnier, particularly from the 22nd onwards, with 
some overnight frost.
 A ‘Blue’ Fulmar photographed at Cockersand on the 3rd was a rare county record of this 
northern colour morph. Starlings were putting on a spectacular evening show in Blackpool with a 
roost under the North Pier peaking at an impressive 70000 this month. 
 Another Siberian Chiffchaff was discovered at Croston sewage works on the 10th. These 
wintering warblers were no doubt helped by the mild conditions. 
 There has been something of a resurgence in Hawfinch records in recent years and on the 11th 
two were reported at Gait Barrows, increasing to six on the 13th. In addition, a single was on the 
feeding station at the Eric Morecambe complex on the 12th. 
 Iceland Gulls were prominent with the returning adult at Marton Mere from the 3rd, another 
adult roosting at Fishmoor Reservoir on the 18th & 19th, a first-winter at Dean Clough Reservoir on 
the 20th and another first-winter at Fleetwood on the 28th & 29th. A third-winter Glaucous Gull was 
also present at Fleetwood from the 5th and a first-winter was at Rowley Lake, Burnley on the 22nd; it 
was relocated at Cant Clough and Hurstwood Reservoirs, where it remained until the 29th but sadly 
the bird’s corpse was later discovered on Cant Clough Reservoir.

March 
March began unsettled and quite cold with low pressure and some short-lived snowfalls, mainly on 
high ground. There was a settled spell from the 13th to 23rd but the last week was unsettled again, 
with some disruption from Storm Katie on the 28th.
 A Caspian Gull at Fishmoor Reservoir on the 3rd was followed by another at Stocks Reservoir 
from the 13th.
 As thoughts turned to spring the first arrival of migrants included a delightful Ring Ouzel in 
Bowland on the 7th, the earliest ever in the county. On the same day a White Wagtail appeared at 
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Seaforth. A Wheatear bounded across Marshside on the 10th and a Sand Martin was over Preesall 
Flashes on the 15th. 
 Resident birds had started to proclaim their territories and this helped observers in the Chorley 
area find Willow Tits at seven sites including Cuerden Valley Park, Hic Bibi and Arley NR. This was 
encouraging news and Cetti’s Warblers again increased their presence in the county including a 
maximum of eleven at Marton Mere.
 Spring high tides revealed nine Jack Snipe on Fairhaven beach on the 10th. These tides also 
produced Water Pipits at several sites with a maximum of four on Crossens Saltmarsh from the 
14th. 
 At the end of the month spring passage was in full swing as evidenced by 2924 Meadow Pipits 
over Rossall Point on the 31st.

April 
April began unsettled with frequent showers and some longer spells of rain, and this unsettled 
theme persisted for most of the first half. The second half was often cool and showery, but with a 
warm sunny interlude between the 19th and 21st. Wintry showers fell unusually widely for the time 
of year between the 26th and 29th.
 The good run of Siberian Chiffchaffs continued with spring passage birds singing at Glasson 
on the 4th and at Martin Mere on the 11th. Two Black Guillemots were off Rossall on the 9th and 
a male Green-winged Teal made a brief stop at Leighton Moss the same day. A male Smew at 
Lunt Meadows from the 14th was an infrequent spring occurrence as was a Great Grey Shrike at 
Marshside on the 17th.
 Black-tailed Godwits were on the traditional breeding site of Newton Marsh from the 17th with 
two males and three females but there was no confirmation of breeding this year. For the second year 
running the evocative calls of Spotted Crakes rang out at Leighton Moss from the 19th with two 
males present.
 Dotterel made their traditional stopover on Pendle Hill, with five on the 21st the largest count, 
but this appears to be a declining annual event. A beautiful summer-plumaged Slavonian Grebe was 
seen off Heysham on the 22nd and an equally stunning Black-necked Grebe was at Lunt Meadows 
on the 23rd.
 The annual co-ordinated Whimbrel count produced an impressive county total of 1474 on the 
27th. Another impressive count was the 1850 Grey Plovers on the Alt, many resplendent in their 
sparkling breeding plumage.

May 
May began unsettled with westerly winds, and there was another brief changeable spell between the 
17th and 23rd. Otherwise, it was a generally warm month with frequent easterly winds, and often 
sunny.
 Always an eagerly anticipated month, May 2016 was particularly exciting, starting with a Glossy 
Ibis at Martin Mere on the 5th. It was seen at Marshside later that day, where it remained on and off 
until 12 August. 
 A fantastic ringtail Pallid Harrier made a brief visit to Brockholes on the 7th; this much-antici-
pated county first was on active passage and was only seen by the finder. A Puffin whizzed past 
Blackpool on the same day.
 More excitement followed on the 8th with a Black Kite at Sabden, a Broad-billed Sandpiper at 
Marshside and a first summer Caspian Gull at Southport. As with the harrier and many of the other 
county rarities this year they quickly moved on.
 Tern passage was well underway and easterly winds brought good numbers of beautiful Black 
Terns to many sites with a peak count of 20 at Heysham on the 9th when 15 were at Leighton Moss. 
Arctic Terns were also on the move with an unprecedented 104 over Brockholes Wetland on the 11th 
and more typically 760 past Rossall on the 12th. 
 A male Grey-headed Wagtail at Lunt Meadows on the 11th was another great record as was 
a male Red-spotted Bluethroat found dead near Jubilee Tower on the 13th. ‘Larry’ the satellite-
tagged Cuckoo was seen at Cross of Greet on the 15th, his remarkable return migration complete for 
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another year. The same day an impressive seven Wood Warblers, including six singing males, were 
at Wheelton Plantation.
 A surprise Corncrake at Grove Lane Marsh in Padiham on the 17th was followed by an immacu-
late summer plumaged White-winged Black Tern at Martin Mere on the 18th. Spoonbills made 
a traditional spring visit to the Eric Morecambe complex with four on the 21st and three lingered 
to July, raising hopes for future breeding. On the 22nd a fine adult Night Heron was at Carr Mill 
Dam. 
 This amazing month for migration also produced a huge 29278 Dunlins and 1541 Ringed 
Plovers on the Ribble.

June 
June began settled and dry with north-easterly winds. It then turned warm but the weather became 
progressively more unsettled from the 7th, with frequent thundery downpours in many parts, and 
some longer spells of rain. From the 19th onwards, changeable westerlies dominated and brought 
frequent rain or showers.
 The lekking of Ruff is one of the most exciting spectacles of spring. The Marshside lek was very 
active again this year with a splendid array of up to 26 handsome males and five females. 
 The breeding season was now in full swing and for the second year in a row the evocative 
churring of a Nightjar was heard in east Lancashire, with a pair on the 18th a particularly exciting 
development. 
 Another enigmatic species is the Quail and it was the best year in Lancashire since 2011 with at 
least twelve singing birds reported from eight sites. One singing at Hurstwood Reservoir on the 10th 
was the first in east Lancs since 2013. Also in east Lancashire 47 ‘pairs’ of Snipe were located on the 
32 RSPB-monitored farms in Bowland; their drumming display was a joy to behold. 
 Wildfowl were now appearing with their broods and Eider crèches were spotted off Lytham 
with 39 ducklings and another with 32 ducklings was seen at Carnforth Marsh. Twelve pairs of 
Shoveler bred on the RSPB Morecambe Bay sites and at least five pairs at Lunt Meadows, where at 
least 20 ducklings fledged. Pochard numbers are a real cause for concern both for our wintering and 
breeding populations; the last breeding stronghold in the county is on the RSPB Morecambe Bay 
sites where an estimated 13 pairs bred this year.
 In contrast, Little Egrets continue to thrive and seven pairs nested at the Ashton Hall heronry 
and five pairs raised seven young at Southport Marine Lake. Other species doing well included 
Garden Warbler, with the biggest counts being 15 singing males at Warton Crag, 13 at Brockholes 
and seven at Roby Mill. Siskins are now a common site in our upland conifer plantations, exempli-
fied by the 30 pairs breeding at the Delph Plantations.

July
July started showery and quite cool with westerly winds and unsettled weather persisted for most of 
the first fortnight, although rainfall amounts were generally low. It was often hot and sunny between 
the 17th and 24th, and especially hot on the 19th. Changeable weather with westerly winds returned 
from the 25th onwards.
 The Belmont Reservoir Mediterranean Gull colony continues to flourish with counts this year 
estimating a minimum of 39 breeding pairs on the island and a minimum of 21 family groups during 
July including 38 fledged juveniles. This contributed to the very welcome news later in the year that 
the West Pennine Moors have been designated as a SSSI after a long campaign.
 In Bowland impressive numbers of Lesser Black-backed Gulls can also be found, the confirmed 
totals from 2015 were of 4349 occupied nests at Langden Head and 4338 at Tarnbrook. 
 A female Garganey with nine ducklings at Marshside was a rare confirmation of breeding in the 
county. A Cattle Egret also appeared at Marshside on the 23rd and was the start of one of the most 
notable influxes of the year. 
 Waders gathering in post-breeding flocks included 90 Avocets at Hesketh Out Marsh on the 
21st, with a healthy percentage of 32 juveniles. Returning Sanderlings produced an amazing high 
tide count of 3431 on the Alt as they paused from whirring up and down the beaches of the Sefton 
Coast. 
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 The noisy and excitable gathering of 47 Common Sandpipers at Arkholme on the 25th was 
another sure sign that summer was drawing to a close. A Pectoral Sandpiper flying over Alston 
Reservoirs on the 29th was a great find as it was picked up on call.

August
August started wet with low pressure in charge but, although unsettled weather continued through 
to the 13th, there were also some dry sunny days. The second half was more settled. Southerly winds 
brought a spell of hot weather, which peaked on the 23rd.
 There were very few Long-eared Owl records from their regular breeding sites so a juvenile that 
turned up in a mist-net at Middleton on the 1st was intriguing. The unsettled weather produced a 
Storm Petrel off Blackpool on the 3rd, surprisingly the first county record since 2012.
 Swallows were on the move and the roost at Fleetwood Tip peaked at 6000 birds on the 5th. 
Another positive sighting was the 30 Grey Partridges on Croston Moss on the 9th.
 Wader passage is eagerly anticipated in August and a Temminck’s Stint at Marshside on the 
12th was an unusual autumn record. Four Wood Sandpipers on the Lune at The Snab on the 19th & 
20th was also notable. An adult White-rumped Sandpiper was a brief visitor to Banks Marsh on the 
23rd when six Little Stints were also present. Curlew Sandpipers had also started to appear with a 
strong autumn passage of more than 300 heralded by a flock of 17 at Hightown on the 25th.
 A confiding juvenile Long-tailed Skua was 
seen between Ainsdale and Birkdale on the 20th 
and a beautiful adult Sabine’s Gull on the beach 
between Morecambe’s Battery car park and 
Stone Jetty on the 21st. A Wryneck discovered at 
Ainsdale NNR on the 22nd stayed until the 2nd 
and was much appreciated; this was the second 
year in a row that the county has been graced with 
a long-stayer.
 A flock of Linnets on Mawdesley Moss grew 
to an impressive 500 by the 18th, indicative of a 
good breeding season. Sightings suggest that 
Hobbies are now well established in the county. 
However, proving breeding is very difficult so it 
was welcome news that three chicks successfully 
fledged from a nest close to Brockholes. Subse-
quently up to five birds could be seen giving breath-taking views catching dragonflies over the 
reserve. 

September 
September began changeable with a west to south-westerly airstream. It generally turned warmer 
and more settled as the first half progressed, though with a wet interruption on the 8th-10th, with 
some unusually warm nights. A heatwave started in the second week and the second half of the 
month was generally unsettled but temperatures remained mostly above average.
 Sandwich Terns had been roosting in increasing numbers at Birkdale, Ainsdale and Formby 
Point during late summer and peaked at a massive 2800 on the 4th. The first White-winged Black 
Tern for east Lancashire was a great find on Parsonage Reservoir, also on the 4th, along with a 
Spotted Redshank. Both moved on quickly but the juvenile tern quickly relocated to nearby Rishton 
Reservoir and showed well for the rest of the day.
 A Barred Warbler that turned up in a mist net was a lovely surprise for ringers at Middleton NR 
on the 10th. Another surprise was a juvenile Long-tailed Skua briefly at Alston Reservoirs on the 
12th. Pectoral Sandpipers put on a good show with birds at Lunt Meadows on the 15th, Martin Mere 
from the 16th and Crossens/Marshside from the 17th. One hundred and forty eight Guillemots past 
Formby Point on the 18th was the largest count of the year. 
 Yellow-browed Warblers broke all records again this year with sightings from all over the county 
and it is likely that well over 100 birds were involved. The main influx in October was preceded by 
one trapped at Billinge Hill on the 22nd.

Wryneck, Ainsdale, 28 August (Mark Nightingale)
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 A flurry of rare birds at the end of the month 
brought an adult American Golden Plover to Cock-
ersand on the 28th, a juvenile Sabine’s Gull to Hest 
Bank and then Heysham from the 29th and a male 
American Wigeon at Crossens Out Marsh/Marshside 
from the 30th.

October 
October began wet in the south with low pressure 
moving across the county, but an easterly pattern 
became established by the 3rd, and the rest of the 
month had mostly easterly winds which brought 
plenty of sunshine for the county. The weather 
turned more unsettled between the 15th and 19th. 
For most of the month temperatures were near or a 
little below normal, but it was warm at the end of 
the month.
 The adult American Golden Plover was relocated at Glasson on the 2nd. On the 5th a county 
record flock of nine Great White Egrets flew past Ainsdale then over Fairhaven Lake before most if 
not all arrived at Leighton Moss.
 Hen Harriers were sadly very scarce this year so the presence of at least three ringtails at 
Belmont on the 9th and 10th was a pleasing record. The Cattle Egret at Marshside was joined by two 
others on the 8th. Coastal migrants included a Great Grey 
Shrike on Heysham Barrows on the 12th and a Hawfinch 
at Fleetwood on the 15th.
 Another male American Wigeon at Leighton Moss 
from the 16th attracted many admirers and an added 
bonus was up to four vocal Yellow-browed Warblers. 
Another Cattle Egret was also there on the 23rd.
 With the wind direction largely from the east it was 
another autumn without westerly gales. As a result only 
a single Leach’s Petrel was seen in the Mersey Narrows 
on the 18th. However, Bearded Tits seemed to find these 
conditions favourable for eruptive movement and five 
appeared at Marton Mere on the 22nd. Four then arrived 
at Fleetwood Marsh Nature Park on the 29th, increasing to 
six the following day and these stayed in the area through 
to December.
 The co-ordinated roost count of Pink-footed Geese on 
the 23rd produced a county total of 95223. The increase in 
this species has been most welcome and there was another 
impressive count of 19245 Oystercatchers in Morecambe 
Bay this month.
 A Common Redpoll was trapped at Middleton on the 
24th.
 
November
November began quiet and mild but colder air quickly spread southwards via a slack northerly 
airflow. Northerly winds were frequent in the first third of the month. The weather turned more 
unsettled around mid-month. Storm Angus brought wet and windy weather and another system on 
the 21st brought rain and flooding. The month ended with high pressure in charge, and it was mostly 
dry and sunny and increasingly cold. 
 The Cattle Egret flock increased to five at Marshside from the 1st and they regularly roosted at 
Southport Marine Lake alongside Little and Great White Egrets.

American Golden Plover (top) with 
Golden Plovers, Cockersand, 28 

September (Gareth Hughes)

Pectoral Sandpiper, Crossens, 22 September 
(Mark Nightingale)
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 A Woodlark that flew over Billinge Hill on the 3rd was another great find at this inland location. 
This was only the second fully documented county record.
 A memorable period at Brockholes started with the reserve’s first Great Grey Shrike on the 6th, 
two redhead Smew on the 7th and a Siberian Chiffchaff, another reserve first, on the 15th when 
five Chiffchaffs were also present. During this period Bittern, Great White Egret, up to 24 Whooper 
Swans, four Scaup, Cetti’s Warbler and Yellow-browed Warbler were also seen on the reserve. 
 The Scaup were part of an influx which included a flock of twelve on Pine Lake on the 16th. In 
addition to these and the Brockholes birds, three were present at Alston Reservoirs and three on 
Fairhaven Lake, whilst on the Lune one was at The Snab on the 22nd and one was at Aldcliffe on the 
25th. A smart adult male Long-tailed Duck was a very unusual inland record at Stocks Reservoir 
from the 12th; a Common Redpoll was also there on the 19th.
 Also on the 19th a beautiful male Desert Wheatear was discovered at Fairhaven, the fourth 
record for the county. An extensive search the following day found that it relocated several miles 
north to Starr Hills. It remained there until the 23rd and was much admired, becoming the bird of 
the year for many observers.     
 A fascinating record of a Richard’s Pipit sound-recorded over Knott End at night on the 29th 
was a novel way to round off a busy month.

December 
The month began settled with high pressure in charge producing cold and frosty days. From the 
6th to the 20th southerly winds brought generally mild and often quiet weather, though with some 
rain or drizzle at times. The 21st to 26th was unsettled and windy but the month ended quietly, with 
widespread frost and fog.
 A most intriguing sighting of a Marsh Tit at Warton Bank from the 3rd led observers to speculate 
about whether there is remnant population somewhere on the Fylde. 
 Our wintering wildfowl built up into huge flocks with 75133 Wigeons and 1440 Pintails on the 
Ribble. Twite numbers were also impressive with 200 on the beach at Southport Marine Lake and 
120 at Bank End the largest gatherings. 
 A ‘Caspian’ Reed Warbler found dead at Jenny Brown’s Point on 11th December 2011 has been 
recently accepted by the BOURC, and becomes the first of this subspecies to be recorded in Britain. 
 Great Grey Shrikes continued their good run of records with one at Whittington on the 14th and 
another at Newton on the same day; there was a further sighting at Burscough Moss on the 22nd. A 
Coues’s Arctic Redpoll was trapped at Billinge Hill on the 30th; at the time of writing the record is 
still under consideration by the BBRC. 
 By the final day of the year yet another Waxwing invasion was in full swing, with the biggest 
flock of these ever popular birds being 100 in the traditional location of Barrow.

Cattle Egret, Hightown 28 December (Steve Young)
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SYSTEMATIC LIST
KEY TO STATUS (Based on results of the 2007-2011 atlas surveys)

Breeding Non-breeding

Rare: breeding in 1-6 tetrads or 1-10 pairs
Scarce: breeding in 7-38 tetrads or 11- 50 pairs
Uncommon: 51- 250 pairs
Fairly common: 251- 1000 pairs
Common: 1001-5000 pairs
Abundant:  more than 5000 pairs

Vagrant (or very rare passage migrant): 1-10 
records in past 25 years 
Rare: 11-50 records in past 25 years
Scarce: 51-250 records in past 25 years
Uncommon: 11-20 annually
Fairly common: 21-200 annually
Common: 201-1000 annually
Very common: 1001-5000 annually
Abundant: more than 5000 annually

MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor
Fairly common breeding resident.
International importance: 2400. National importance: 740
Monthly Peak Counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 52 29 39 53 74 68 85 24 49 67 32 20
Ribble WeBS 41 30 59 119 91 61 36 40 79 63 70 94
Brockholes  46 26 28 26 20 57 48 63 58 45 50 49

Mute Swans continue to be widespread but under-reported across the county. Although only three 
pairs bred at Brockholes, overall counts there indicate the importance of this site although the peak 
count there was lower than in 2016.
 The largest counts were typically on the Fylde. In January up to 117 were at Thurnham, 77 at 
Freckleton Naze on 13 March and 71 at Cockersand on 27 Feb. Later in the year the highest counts 
there were 100 at Thurnham on 25 Oct, 70 at Bank End on 15 Nov and 74 at Freckleton Marsh on 18 
Dec. Numbers at Stanley Park, Blackpool peaked at 35 on 26 May and 58 on 12 June.
 The highest count in the south-west was 20 on 14 Feb in flooded fields south of Rufford. At 
nearby Mere Sands Wood a count of eleven in February was the peak all year. Counts in the east 
included five adults and three immatures on the Leeds-Liverpool Canal at Hapton on 15 Feb and 
eight on the River Ribble at West Bradford Bridge on 18 June. In Chorley three or four were seen at 
both ends of the year with the Whooper Swan flock on Croston Moss. Thirty five were on the Lune 
around Arkholme on 26 march.
 Breeding continues to be poorly reported. Records included a pair nesting in a reedbed at 
Seaforth, hatching seven young on 11 May with all successfully fledging. Four pairs attempted to 
breed at Middleton NR but just one was successful, fledging four young; an adult was seen trying 
to drown a Coot chick there on 7 June. At Sefton Park, Liverpool a pair successfully fledged three 
young, but two others died due to being caught up in fishing lines. On the Leeds-Liverpool Canal in 
Burnley, a pair nested at Finsleygate with the eggs hatching on 28 May; one adult was fatally injured 
by a dog early in July with the surviving adult bringing up the two cygnets.

BEWICK’S SWAN Cygnus columbianus 
Fairly common but declining winter visitor.
International importance: 200. National importance: 70
Wintering numbers continue to decline. South of the Ribble up to 14 were at Hesketh Out Marsh 
and nearby areas until 19 Feb and one was seen occasionally at MMWWT from January until the 
end of March. To the north one was on Warton Marsh on 23 Jan and seven adults wintered between 
Cockerham, Cockersand and Thurnham until 21 Feb. 
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 The first of autumn were two on 27 Oct at MMWWT with perhaps the same two at Hundred End 
on 23 Nov and on 18-19 Dec at Marshside; five were present on 20-27 Dec at Sollom. On the Fylde, 
seven were back at Cockersand from 16 Dec until the year’s end.

WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus cygnus
Common and increasing winter visitor. 
International importance: 210. National importance: 110
Monthly Peak Counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr  Sept Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 55 0 5 0  0 3 8 4 
Cockersand 320 320 320 60  8 38 320 320
Over Wyre 245 80 100 /  0 80 204 48
South Fylde 47 88 109 22  0 11 11 30   
Ribble WeBS 17 12 232 2  0 11 5 198 
MMWWT 1600 1000 300 24  / 400 1360 NC

Six hundred at Holmes Moss near Tarleton on 1 Jan was an impressive flock, probably wandering 
from the MMWWT area. More typical were peak counts at Hesketh Out Marsh of 139 in January and 
133 in February with the last on 28 March. 
 Seventeen flew over Sefton Park, Liverpool on 12 February. The majority at MMWWT started to 
leave from 27 February but six lingered until 3 May and four remained throughout the summer.
 On the Fylde, the proportion of juveniles at Cockersand was 18% in January. Peak counts 
included 320 at Thurnham on 10 Feb and 320 Cockersand on 18 Feb and 3 March. The largest spring 
movements were 56 north over Warton Marsh on 13 March and 35 past Starr Gate and 31 past Rossall 
on the 26th. Twenty two were at Warton on 3 April and two late birds at Cockersand on 3 May. 
 Six flew past Heysham on 20 March and four were on a sandbank there before moving north on 9 
April. In east Lancashire 18 were at Jackhouse on 13 Feb, up to 29 at Stocks Reservoir on 11-26 March 
with 25 on 11-12 April and four on 20 April, 25 were at Cant Clough Reservoir on 17 March and at 
Wood End Sewage Works on 11 April with five there on the 15th.
 Twenty were on Belmont Reservoir on 28 Feb and 40 arrived at Lower Rivington Reservoir on 13 
March; a flock of 30+ flying north-west over Belmont the same day could have been the same birds. 
Twenty flew over Brockholes on 13 March, where seven were present the next day. 
 The first back were eight at Cockersand on 30 Sept and four flew over Anglezarke Reservoir on 
2 Oct, with probably the same four over Seaforth the same day; four were regular at Lunt Meadows 
from 6 Oct until at least 7 Nov. There was a clear arrival of birds on 19 Oct with two at Heysham, 
47 at Pilling, eight at Brockholes and 22 landing briefly at Seaforth. Birds were late returning to 
MMWWT and the first large count was 400 there on 20 Oct. This arrival was also noted further 
inland, including 250 west over Bretherton on 24 Oct and 26 over Coppull on 31 Oct. 
 A series of coastal movements in the south-west included 21 at Formby Point on 1 November, 13 
of which spent a few hours on the sea. Three juveniles on Marshside 27 on Oct and six on Southport 
Marine Lake on 2 Nov were unusual. Numbers peaked at 157 at Hesketh Out Marsh in November. 
On the Fylde the first large winter numbers were 204 at Eagland Hill on 15 Nov, 340 at Cockersand 
on 29 Nov and 320 at Thurnham on 5 Dec. One on Stanley Park Lake, Blackpool on 12-18 Dec was a 
notable record in the urban context but was found decapitated on the latter date. Inland wintering 
birds at Croston Moss, Chorley increased from 70 on 3 December to 108 by 11 Dec. 

TUNDRA BEAN GOOSE Anser serrirostris
Uncommon winter visitor. Amber List (small winter population).
Two adults with Pinkfeet at Sand Villa, Cockerham on 20 Jan with one there on 27 Feb were the only 
records during the first winter period.
 A better showing in the second winter period began with one at MMWWT on 16 Oct, followed 
by three at Hesketh Bank on 25-26 Nov with the same three at Hundred End on the 26th, five near 
Prescott Bridge, Rufford on 2 Nov and one at Marshside on 18 Dec.
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PINK-FOOTED GOOSE Anser brachyrhynchus
Abundant winter visitor to Fylde, Ribble Estuary and south-west mosslands. Amber List (localised winter 
distribution).
International importance 3600; National importance 3600.
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Pilling 6000 6500 6000 54 0 1 0 0 650 21850 13650 8000
Ribble WeBS 4101 1206 1422 6331 52 0 0 0 404 747 2788 9610
MMWWT 3000 4000 300 50 0 3 1 561 15000 33250 10400 /
Hesketh OM 8000 10000 8000 1600 / 0 0 0 / 1000 1500 3000
Marshside 1000 / 6300 7500 0 0 0 0 2000 11680 2000 1000
Alt Estuary / / / / 0 0 0 0 2336 23893 5020 /
Simonswood M. / / / / 0 0 0 0 / / / 4500

The coordinated roost count of 23 Oct produced a total of 95223 throughout the county; as usual 
the largest numbers were at Pilling and MMWWT (see table) but 23893 on Taylor’s Bank at Formby 
Point on the Alt Estuary far exceeded the size of any recent roosting flock there. Although only four 
sites were covered by the second count on 17 Nov when 29970 were recorded, a sharp reduction in 
numbers at all three main sites made it clear that many had left the county for Norfolk already. 
 Large feeding flocks included 15000 between Lunt Meadows/Lydiate and Altcar Withins on 19 
Jan with 10000 there on 29 Nov, 12000 at New Union Farm, Pilling Moss on 19 Oct, 10000 at Bone 
Hill Farm, Pilling on 24 Oct and on Hesketh Out Marsh in February, 8000 on Banks Marsh on 11 
March and at Eagland Hill on 4 Dec, 7300 on Lytham Moss on 8 Oct, 7000 at Preesall on 3 Dec, 6500 
at Cockerham Moss Edge on 4 Feb, 5500 on Pilling Moss on 2 Oct and 5000 on Downholland Moss 
on 29 Dec. 
 The largest flocks in Chorley were 3000 on Croston Moss with the same number on Mawdesley 
Moss in late October, while the only record of any grounded in the West Pennine Moors was five on 
Belmont Reservoir on 17 Dec. Fewer were recorded flying over east Lancashire at either end of the 
year compared with 2015 and as usual very few were grounded: six remained near Alston Wetland 
with feral geese until 15 April, three, again with Canadas, were on Rishton Reservoir on 2 May and 
two were at Stocks Reservoir on 14 May. Unusually, a small flock of 37 were in a meadow above 
Stocks Reservoir on 2 Nov.
 Lancashire’s wintering birds are known to derive from the Iceland/Greenland breeding popula-
tion but there is some indirect evidence that a tiny minority may come from Svalbard – based on 
recoveries of Lancashire-ringed birds on the wintering grounds of that population in continental 
Europe. A female that had been neck-collared in Norway in April 2016 was seen with its mate and 
young in Denmark, the Netherlands and Belgium in winter 2016 before moving to this country at 
Cley, Norfolk in January and Marshside from 24 March to 9 April, adding to the evidence that there 
is some interchange between the wintering grounds of the two populations.

Pink-footed Geese, Stalmine, 3 November (Paul Ellis)
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GREENLAND WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser albifrons flavirostris
Uncommon winter visitor.
In the first winter period one or two were present with Pinkfeet on the south Ribble marshes on 
a handful of dates until 10 April, and more regularly further north at Aughton, Thurnham and 
Cockerham – where three were seen on 26 Feb – until 19 March.
 Autumn’s first was at MMWWT on 21 Sept and one was seen there regularly until 29 Oct. The 
only other records in the south-west late in the year were singles at Marshside on 24 Sept and 25 Dec. 
Sightings were rather more frequent in the Fylde with singles at Pilling Lane Ends, Lytham Moss and 
Preesall between 8th Oct and the end of the year.

EUROPEAN WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser albifrons albifrons
Uncommon winter visitor.
Both the numbers of birds and the distribution of records were similar to those of Greenland White-
fronts at both ends of the year.
 Up to three were seen in the south-west at Marshside, Crossens, Hesketh Out Marsh and 
MMWWT from the start of the year until 10th April, while up to four appeared with Pinkfeet in the 
Fylde at Sand Villa, Wrampool and Thurnham rather more occasionally up to 11 March.
 Numbers were lower during the second winter period after singles on Lytham Moss on 8 Oct 
and Pilling Lane Ends the following day. Two were seen at MMWWT on 16 Oct, Eagland Hill on 30 
Oct and Low Meadows, Rufford on 13 Nov. All other records were singles: at MMWWT, Marshside, 
Hundred End, Banks Marsh, Hesketh Out Marsh and Great Eccleston. 

WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser albifrons 
Only a few reports of birds which were not subspecifically identified could not be tied in with some 
confidence to other records which were. These included singles at Aldcliffe on 10 March and in flight 
over Lancaster on 17 Oct.

GREYLAG GOOSE Anser anser
Feral: uncommon breeder and common winter visitor. Wild: scarce winter visitor. Amber List (localised 
winter distribution). National importance: 1400
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 95 28 67 44 47 38 242 110 221 663 317 144
EMC/LM 192 370 160 / / 110 / 150 261 500 155 480
Ribble WeBS 41 1 76 22 42 58 142 56 192 36 87 133
MMWWT 500 300 / / / 38 49 606 / 500 160 550
Stocks Res 70 100 62 34 39 270 306 32 26 50 20 242

Other large counts included 200 at Wenning Foot on 1 Jan, 147 at Nateby on 12 Feb, 250 at Marshside 
on 29 July, 450 at Aldcliffe on 2 Aug, 180 at Glasson on 27 Aug, 281 at Freckleton Naze on 28 Aug, 215 
at Bank End on 29 Aug, 190 at Little Singleton on 19 Sept, 360 on the Keer Estuary on 11 Oct, 335 at 
Eagland Hill on 24 Nov and 140 at Alston on 20 Dec. Five birds amongst a flock of 232 at Copthorne 
Fisheries, Nateby on 23 Nov had been neck-collared on Lake Windermere.
 Few breeding records were received: 72 pairs on the RSPB Morecambe Bay reserves, four pairs 
on the Rivington/Anglezarke Reservoirs, two at Stocks Reservoir and Lunt Meadows, and one at 
Delph Reservoir. On the Fylde Greylags bred at Hackensall Hall, Kincraig Lake, Mains Hall, Marton 
Mere, Mythop Grange and Preesall Flashes.
 The presence of lone birds in Pinkfeet flocks is a potential indicator of Icelandic origin, this year’s 
reports included birds at Fleetwood Farm on 5 Feb and Eagland Hill on 19 Oct. It is not known if 
any flocks of wild birds now visit the north of the recording area as the situation is confused by the 
large feral population, and ringing recoveries or transmitter data would probably be required for 
confirmation.
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CANADA GOOSE Branta canadensis
Common breeding resident.
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Stocks Res 240 75 75 32 81 288 248 43 88 428 68 200
Jackhouse Res 56 143 98 82 45 72 75 114 182 171 81 56
Belmont Res 28 32 59 30 24 68 63 43 89 32 20 29
Brockholes 77 76 68 59 121 109 68 104 17 40 15 24
Ribble WeBS 954 402 518 164 115 766 987 1089 883 358 2447 1986
Seaforth 10 13 16 30 80 800 107 60 500 241 3 4
Lunt Meadows 10 10 4 9 10 6 16 228 400 300 43 31
Mere Sands Wood 25 83 51 34 36 29 8 218 1200 850 1 2

Three-figure counts were received from an additional 20 or so sites, the most notable of which were 
around 2000 on Hesketh Out Marsh on 2 Dec with 1000 still there on the 13th. The only documented 
records at Heysham were rather a novelty: a maximum of 59 roosting on offshore skeers on a succes-
sion of nights in early June. For those of us unhappy with the seeming unstoppable increase in 
Lancashire, bear a thought for Cheshire birders where a national record 9200 were found on the 
Mersey Estuary this year.
  Only eight pairs bred at Belmont Reservoir this year as ongoing control measures resulted 
in 47 eggs ‘pricked’ and 14 adults shot in 2016. Elsewhere in the West Pennine Moors continuing 
licenced control on 25 United Utilities reservoirs/water bodies underlined the ongoing decline in 
breeding numbers with just 14 nests totalling 65 eggs located (down from 65 nests totalling 344 
eggs controlled at the same 25 sites in 2005). However, increasing numbers held territories on the 
moorland plateaux; with four pairs on Anglezarke Moor (up to 340m asl), two on Withnell Moor and 
nine on Hoddlesden/Aushaw Mosses.
 Breeding was confirmed on eleven sites in east Lancashire, six pairs bred at Withnell Fold, five 
on the RSPB Morecambe Bay reserves, two at Lunt Meadows and one in Yarrow Valley Park. On 
the Fylde breeding took place at Fairhaven Lake, Kincraig Lake, Marton Mere and Myerscough 
Quarry.

BARNACLE GOOSE Branta leucopsis 
Wild birds, fairly common winter visitor; scarce feral breeder, fairly common in winter.

Wild Birds
Sightings with Pinkfeet in the south-west included up to six on the south Ribble marshes in January 
to March, two at Crossens and MMWWT in October, three at Hundred End on 26 Nov and single(s) 
at Hundred End, Altcar Withins and Downholland Moss in the last week of December.
 They were much more frequent in the Fylde, single(s) being seen at a dozen or more sites in 
the first winter period with seven at Lower Thurnham on 23-24 Feb and in the Pilling area during 
February. Eight flew west at Knott End on 16 Sept, after which rather few were reported, although 
five were at Pilling Lane Ends on 9 Oct, six at Cocker’s Dyke on the 19th, two flew north-west 
over Fairhaven 25 Oct and then up to two were with Pink-footed Geese in north Fylde until mid-
December
 Further north, one was at Aldcliffe on 4 Jan with up to nine there in late October after two had 
flown over Heysham Head with Pinkfeet on the 20th.
Feral Birds
Ten pairs nested at Knowsley Safari Park where the largest counts received were 80 in April and 
70 in July. The only other breeding record was of one that nested unsuccessfully with a Greylag at 
Belmont Reservoir. The free-flying flock which commutes between Blackpool Zoo and Marton Mere 
numbered at least 34 in March and 40+ in August and September. 
 Single-figure counts came from a wide range of sites throughout the county but Stocks Reservoir 
was, as usual, the only other place with significant numbers; peak counts there were 50 in January, 
51 in February, 29 in July, 59 in August, 24 in September, 57 in October, 21 in November and 15 in 
December.
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DARK-BELLIED BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla bernicla
Scarce winter visitor.
Single(s) were on Banks and Hesketh Out Marshes in January and the latter site on 1-3 March. Three 
at Crossens on 19 Oct, with one there on 13 Nov and 19 Dec, one at Marshside on 1 & 13 Nov with 
five there on 4 Dec, and two on Banks Marsh on 23 Nov were the south-west’s quota for the year.
 With the exception of one flying past Starr Gate and landing on St Anne’s beach on 27 Feb, most 
Fylde sightings were at Pilling with two there on 1-3 Jan and one on 20-24 Jan; one was at Cockersand 
on 17 April. Four were on the coast at Heysham between 26 Jan and 5 Feb. 

PALE-BELLIED BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla hrota
Scarce winter visitor.
None was seen in the early year in the south-west and it is possible that a single bird accounted for 
later records at MMWWT, Marshside, Hesketh Out Marsh and Hundred End between 30 Sept and 
2 Dec.
 Four at Cockersand on 22 Jan and two on Cockerham Marsh the following day were the only 
records in Morecambe Bay in the first winter period. Later in the year singles flew south past 
Blackpool on 29 Sept and 27 Oct, seven were at Cockersand and six went south at Rossall on 1 Oct, 
and singles were at Peel on 27 Oct, Fleetwood Promenade on 7 Nov, Rossall and Cocker’s Dyke on 
the 15th and Fluke Hall on the 23rd.
 To the north, two were at Heysham on 16 & 21 Jan with two flying west there on 30 Sept and a 
flock of seven (the birds first seen at Cockersandon 1-3 Oct. Finally, two were on Aldcliffe Marsh on 
19 Dec.

BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla 
Most reports of birds that were not subspecifically identified could be related to other records of 
those that were. Less clearly linked were singles at Marshside on 13 March and there and at Banks 
on 8 May, also two at Banks Marsh on 23 Nov.

SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna
Common winter visitor at coastal sites, common breeder. Scarce in east. Amber List (localised winter 
distribution).
International importance 3000; National importance 610.     

Monthly peak counts           
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 2539 556 974 563 397 573 149 14 1299 1128 336 1620
Ribble WeBS 923 1155 1926 1484 974 1248 592 431 568 1567 2788 2870
Alt WeBS 189 119 138 109 152 129 72 47 425 346 26 442
MMWWT 770 200 300 120 100 281 38 3 8 100 500 300

The January count in Morecambe Bay showed an improvement on some poor recent years and was 
the best since 2010; as usual, the main gathering was on the saltmarshes at Pilling. There was no 
repeat of last year’s 5415 on the Ribble Estuary as the November and December peaks returned to 
closer to the recent five-year average. A flock of 80 at Bretherton Eyes on 9 Jan was notable for the 
Chorley area.
 A minimum of four pairs bred at Seaforth where four broods totalling 30 well-grown young 
were seen in July. East Lancashire breeding was confirmed at Walverden Reservoir where a pair had 
three young in June and July.

MANDARIN DUCK Aix galericulata
Uncommon feral resident and escapee.
The Chorley area furthered its claim as the new stronghold for this species with up to eight at 
Arley NR in May, eight on the River Douglas at Croston in March and five on the River Yarrow 
near Eccleston in March. The largest count of the year came, however, from Adlington Reservoir 
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where there were ten on 11 Aug. Four pairs bred at Arley NR and two separate broods were seen at 
Eccleston.
 On the Fylde most records came from the Singleton and Bispham area. Up to three were present 
during the spring and four were seen in September. There was no indication of any breeding taking 
place. A female spent a few days at Fairhaven Lake from 10-18 July.
 Up to seven were on Stocks Reservoir between August and December. Several records came 
from Foulridge Reservoirs with a maximum of four in July. Occasional sightings from a further nine 
sites in east Lancashire were received but no breeding records.
 Up to three were recorded occasionally through the year at Mere Sands Wood. A lone bird seen 
at MMWWT on 27 Oct was perhaps one of the Mere Sands Wood birds. A male was at Lunt Meadows 
on 19 Nov.

WIGEON Anas penelope
Common winter visitor to coastal sites. Smaller numbers at some eastern sites. Amber List (localised, 
internationally important winter distribution).
International importance 15000, National importance 4400.
Monthly peak counts           
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 5525 2588 2247 97 3 2  0 1 861 3594 6527 4698
Ribble WeBS 26858 14568 11656 283 9 4 2 70 4282 25124 65895 75133
Leighton Moss / EMC 238 310 132 20 2 0 0 14 570 340 273 510
MMWWT 350 1000 350 38 4 8 7 3 115 200 1000 539
Stocks Res. 130 86 3  0 1  0  0 2 65 57 93 43

Encouragingly, 2016 bucked the recent major downward trend for this species. This year’s peak 
count on the Ribble Estuary was more than double that of 2015 and closer to those typical of the 
first decade of the century. Morecambe Bay also exceeded last year’s maximum count in both winter 
periods as a steady increase in this population continues. While the peak counts there were some 
way off exceeding the record count of over 9500 in December 2012, the five-year average reached a 
record high of 6699.
 Alston Reservoirs and Wetland held the highest number in east Lancashire, including a site 
record of 152 on 12 Dec. Stocks Reservoir was the only other site in east Lancashire to exceed 100 
birds with 130 there during January. The 200 at Bretherton Eyes on 9 Jan was considered to be an 
exceptional count for the Chorley area.
 Summering birds were noted at Conder Pool, Hesketh Out Marsh, Marshside, MMWWT, Myer-
scough Quarry and Newton Marsh but there was no indication of breeding.

AMERICAN WIGEON Anas americana
Vagrant.
What was probably the same male that has returned to the Ribble Estuary for several years was at 
Hesketh Out Marsh from 16 Jan to 5 March (S Darbyshire). A probably different male was at Hornby 
on 24 March (J Roberts).
 Autumn records consisted of a male at Crossens Outer Marsh from 30 Sept to 23 Oct (M Night-
ingale) and a male coming out of eclipse plumage at Leighton Moss from 16 Oct until 13 Nov (J 
Lishman).

HYBRID WIGEON Anas penelope x americana
A male was at The Snab, Lune Valley on 24 Dec.
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GADWALL Anas strepera
Fairly common in small flocks at western wetland sites. Rare in east of county. Scarce breeder in 
southwest and far north of county. Amber List (internationally important national wintering population).
International importance 600; National importance 250.
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Leighton Moss/EMC 74 90 64 15 24 65 22 38 115 162 164 148
Brockholes 99 54 46 21 14 11 8 5 62 87 126 152
Ribble WeBS 8 34 79 49 29 17 15 74 37 32 28 51
MMWWT 56 30 25 8 6 62 7 65 123 35 65 /
Mere Sands Wood 66 72 9 1 2 2 0 2 54 70 48 30

Increases were noted at the county’s two key sites for this species. Leighton Moss had consistently 
high numbers throughout late autumn and in fact recorded the highest count since 2012, while 
Brockholes saw an increase in both winter periods with the December count being particularly 
significant. Although records at MMWWT were incomplete, the September total was almost double 
that of the 2015 peak.
 A flock of 34 at Anglezarke Reservoir was exceptional for the Chorley area. The vast majority of 
sightings in east Lancashire came from Grimsargh and Alston Wetlands with the largest counts 42 at 
Grimsargh on 3 April and 29 on 11 June. There were only twelve other records from east Lancashire, 
with five at Brookside being the largest count. As usual, the vast majority of Fylde records came from 
Marton Mere and nearby Stanley Park; peaks of 39 in January and 37 in November fell short of last 
year’s record count but still showed a slight increase over the last few years. 
 Fourteen pairs bred at Leighton Moss. Three broods were seen at Newton Marsh where at least 
six young eventually fledged. A pair were seen at Lunt Meadows with seven young in June. Probable 
breeding was reported from Grimsargh Wetland. 

TEAL Anas crecca
Common winter visitor to western wetlands, smaller flocks in east. Rare breeding species. Amber List 
(internationally important national wintering population). 
International importance 5000; National importance 2100.
Monthly peak counts           
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 3089 1261 910 125 3 6 22 22 1712 2735 1489 2614
Leighton Moss 1413 1170 540 124 5 9 42 130 315 1160 1070 835
Ribble WeBS 2962 1177 1923 556 7 12 71 428 1237 2450 2941 6001
Marton Mere 400 125 75 20 2 2 4 15 29 35 200 300
MMWWT 2300 1350 200 120 1 90 66 500 2744 1500 2500 750
Mere Sands Wood 154 155 80 10 0 0 0 19 131 350 1010 672
Lunt Meadows 1120 120 55 24 1 15 3 65 850 620 500 650
Seaforth 850 200 31 20 0 1 2 56 222 78 360 205
Stocks Res. 432 152 79 27 8 3 4 40 57 309 400 180

The Morecambe Bay population recovered from last year’s very poor showing to return towards the 
level of the last ten years. The annual peak on the Ribble Estuary increased on 2015 but this is always 
a very variable figure. However, the September-March average has more than halved over the last 
ten years. Seaforth also saw an improvement in the annual maximum, albeit well short of the record 
counts of 2012-13.
 The inclusion of Lunt Meadows in the peak counts table for this species demonstrates just how 
much this relatively new site has developed. While Stocks Reservoir remains the primary site for this 
species in east Lancashire peak numbers were considerably lower than in recent years. 
 Systematic daily counting at Mere Sands Wood reveals just how much daily movement takes 
place between there and MMWWT; the largest count was an impressive 1010 on 19 Nov. Other sites 
with notable counts not included in the table include 300 at Bretherton Eyes on 9 Jan, 360 at Humb-
lescough Farm, Nateby on 2 Feb and 500 at Mythop on 22 Nov.
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 One pair successfully raised five young at Belmont Reservoir. Elsewhere in the West Pennine 
Moors three pairs were present during the breeding season and breeding was thought likely. While 
a number of birds were present in east Lancashire there were no confirmed breeding records. Three 
pairs remained into June at Leighton Moss and single pairs also stayed at Marton Mere and Newton 
Marsh but again there was no indication of breeding at any of these sites.

GREEN-WINGED TEAL Anas carolinensis
Vagrant.
As usual all records relate to males. The first was at MMWWT on 2 Jan. A spring migrant then 
stopped off at Leighton Moss on 9 April only.
 The probably returning male reappeared at MMWWT from 16 Nov and remained into 2017.

MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos
Common and widespread winter visitor and breeding resident. Amber List (declining winter population).
International importance 20000; national importance 6800.
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 474 191 123 82 95 135 265 126 199 272 296 290
Leighton Moss 102 86 45 38 32 180 305 260 220 300 215 188
Ribble WeBS 996 548 496 242 369 407 363 712 552 1008 1017 1232
Alt WeBS 238 71 49 13 22 18 57 75 261 201 254 344
MMWWT 250 500 120  /  /  653 695  / 1138 120 300 250
Stocks Res. 255 69 30 42 64 72 284 428 158 450 264 456

The long-term decline in Morecambe Bay continued with the lowest annual maximum count on 
record, while numbers remained stable on the Ribble Estuary. A small recovery was noted on the 
Alt Estuary in the second winter period, albeit the population is at less than half the level of the 
turn of the century. A combined total of 750 was counted across six sites in the Belmont area on the 
November WeBS count. Other notable counts included 600 at Lathwaite, Fylde in August and 372 at 
Barnacre Reservoir in December.
 An estimated 64 pairs bred on the RSPB Morecambe Bay sites and 30 pairs at Belmont Reservoir 
with 24 broods totalling 143 young seen there in June. At least ten pairs bred at Lunt Meadows but 
productivity was low due to predation, thought to be predominantly by Grey Herons. Breeding 
was reported from 26 sites in east Lancashire, four sites in the Chorley area but only ten sites on the 
Fylde.

PINTAIL Anas acuta
Common winter visitor to coast and western wetlands. Very rare breeder. Amber List (internationally 
important national wintering population).
International importance 600; National importance 290.
Monthly peak counts           
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Leighton Moss/EMC 44 92 34 8 2 3 0 0 16 66 185 92
MMWWT 180 170 100 4 2 2 1 0 5 20 122 100
MBS WeBS 294 101 91 6 0 3 0 0 91 360 80 520
Ribble WeBS 209 88 163 22 1 2 0 10 37 524 157 1440
Stocks Res 538 12 60 0 0 0 0 5 5 6 146 72
Leighton Moss / EMC 40 100 12 13 4 2 0 0 1 7 6 5

Numbers on the Ribble were very low in the first winter period following on from a quiet end to 
2015. The second winter period was much better however, with an annual peak in December that fell 
only just short of the 2015 peak. A large influx that was not detected by monthly WeBS counts saw 
1323 counted off Lytham Jetty on 21 Oct. There was little apparent change in Morecambe Bay. Only 
scattered counts were received from MMWWT but those that were indicated a continued decline. 
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 Short-lived influxes during cold weather are an annual feature of mid-winter at Stocks Reservoir 
and 2016 was no different, when an impressive 538 arrived almost entirely over a half hour period on 
the afternoon of 9 Jan. This flock exceeded the previous record for the site by more than 200 but only 
four were present the following day. A further three brief influxes of between 300-500 birds occurred 
there during January. 
 The annual maximum at Warton Flood near Carnforth was 108 on 2 Jan. Ten at Bretherton Eyes 
on 9 Jan was notable as this species is not annual in the Chorley area.
 Possible breeding was reported from Marshside where a pair apparently held territory. The pair 
were seen together during late May, after which the female disappeared and the male appeared to 
stay on guard until June 26 when it was seen again with the female. A pair was present on Carnforth 
Marsh but breeding was not suspected.

GARGANEY Anas querquedula
Scarce spring and autumn migrant and rare, occasional breeder. Amber List (rare breeder).
The only spring record on the Fylde involved a pair at Newton Marsh on 15 April, while in east 
Lancashire a pair was at Jackhouse Reservoir on 29 April. Two males at Sefton Park, Liverpool on 
16 May were an unusual urban record. Two were at Leighton Moss from 7-12 May with a lone male 
there on 18th.
 There was a male at Lunt Meadows on 14 May although by the 23rd there were three males 
and a female; while no young were 
seen, breeding was thought to have 
probably occurred. A female with 
nine ducklings was seen at Marshside 
on 1 and 3 July.
 One at Fleetwood on 19 Aug 
was soon followed by a juvenile that 
stayed at Marton Mere from 21 Aug 
to 29 Sept, with two there on 14-15 
Sept. One was on a flood at Lathwaite 
from 25-28 Aug. A juvenile at Lytham 
Quays on 21 Sept was perhaps the 
same as the bird seen at Newton 
Marsh on the 16th and 24th. Finally, 
one at Myerscough Quarry on 23 Sept 
remained until 1 Oct.
 An eclipse male was at Hesketh 
Out Marsh on 28 Aug, a juvenile at The 
Snab on 23 Sept and another juvenile 
at Leighton Moss on and off from 24 
Sept to 23 Oct.

SHOVELER Anas clypeata
Common winter visitor to west and far north. Scarce breeder. Amber List (internationally important national 
wintering population).
International importance 400; National importance 180.
Monthly peak counts           
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 140 99 5 11 0 2 2 0 4 20 9 11
Leighton / EMC 112 142 72 26 4 6 4 22 82 149 220 122
Ribble WeBS 237 162 287 270 20 15 14 17 89 23 76 173
Marton Mere 54 45 49 14 0 0 6 12 57 67 87 10
Mere Sands Wood 94 50 45 8 1 3 1 2 15 82 133 58
MMWWT 43 / 2 48 / 10 30 50 211 / / /

Garganey in flight over Sefton Park boating lake, 16 May  
(Steve Young)
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As has frequently been the case in recent years, the Leighton Moss and Eric Morecambe peak 
numbers occurred in early winter, 220 there in November being the highest count since 2012. The 
211 at MMWWT in September came as a big surprise as this was the first three-figure count since 
2008. Good numbers were later seen at Mere Sands Wood in November.
 The November count of 41 at Seaforth more than doubled the previous site record. The flock at 
Marton Mere increased substantially from last year and the November count of 87 was the highest at 
the site since 90 in October 2009. Counts elsewhere on the Fylde included 26 at Myerscough Quarry 
in February, 33 at Mythop in March and 47 at Stanley Park in December, the latter flock had moved 
there from Marton Mere in mid-December. Numbers at Lunt Meadows peaked at 50 in September.
 Although still not particularly common in east Lancashire, an increase seems to have taken place 
over the last few years. There were counts of ten at each of Alston Reservoirs and Wetland, Stocks 
Reservoir and Foulridge Lower Reservoir but the year’s peak was 28 at Grimsargh Wetland on 19 
Nov.
 An estimated twelve pairs bred on the RSPB Morecambe Bay sites and at least five at Lunt 
Meadows where at least 20 young fledged. Four separate broods were noted at Newton Marsh but 
the total number of pairs is unknown.

POCHARD Aythya ferina
Common winter visitor, scarce breeder. Red List (declining winter population).
International importance 3500; National importance 380.
Monthly peak counts           
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Dockacres 110 82 26 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 43 59
Leighton Moss / 55 30 23 23 9 0 3 1 0 0 0
MMWWT 50 22 13 6 6 2 2 5 / 9 6 25
Seaforth 37 47 18 2 1 3 1 1 5 8 18 19
Stocks Res 11 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 11 20

The sharply declining wintering population continued to fall; 2016 was the first year on record to fail 
to produce a three-figure count at any site. 
 Our two main wintering flocks at Dockacres and Seaforth dropped by almost a half on 2015 
levels. Due to lower water levels at Leighton Moss throughout much of the year, the birds that moves 
between there and Dockacres spent almost all winter at Dockacres, predominantly on Pine Lake. 
While nowhere near as numerous as previously, the MMWWT flock showed little change on last 
year.
 Stocks Reservoir was the only site in east Lancashire to register double figures while smaller 
numbers were seen at a further eight sites. Fairhaven Lake held the largest Fylde gathering with up 
to 14 in December.
 An estimated 13 pairs bred on the RSPB Morecambe Bay sites. MMWWT was the only other site 
where birds remained between May-July but there were no reports of breeding.

TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula
Common winter visitor, scarce breeder. Amber List (Species of European Conservation Concern).
International importance 1200; National importance 1100.
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Dockacres 124 157 111 40 3 2 5 8 19 53 81 148
Leighton Moss 74 77 66 32 26 30 17 8 8 20 14 7
Brockholes 80 66 58 34 18 8 12 26 32 31 101 61
Ribble WeBS 53 103 108 62 57 27 14 36 14 33 65 111
Stanley Park, B’pool 97 55 73 54 10 7 19 40 68 72 52 32
Mere Sands Wood 34 43 17 22 15 10 8 8 32 47 44 72
Seaforth 19 23 5 14 16 47 72 76 86 66 33 29
Stocks Res. 69 38 3 0 2 / 16 8 8 16 61 5
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There were no three-figure counts from sites such as Glasson Dock, MMWWT and Southport Marine 
Lake where these would previously have been expected. With lower water levels than in previous 
years numbers were generally lower than usual at Leighton Moss, the birds having relocated to 
Dockacres. 
 Away from the sites listed above there were 46 at Thornton ICI Reservoir on 15 Jan, 74 at Lunt 
Meadows in March, 59 at Ainsdale Sands Lake on 2 Sept, 82 at Fairhaven Lake on 23 Nov and 100 at 
Hesketh Park, Southport on 31 Dec. In contrast to all the other main sites, numbers at Seaforth peaked 
as usual between July-October with the moulting flock peaking at 86 in September. Excluding Stocks 
Reservoir, the best counts from east Lancashire consisted of 33 at Alston Reservoirs and Wetland in 
August and 23 at both Brookside Lodges and Oswaldtwistle Stanhill in March.
 An estimated 19 pairs bred on the RSPB Morecambe Bay sites, 15 pairs at MMWWT and at 
least ten at Lunt Meadows, where seven broods were noted but fledging success was low due to 
predation. Two pairs bred at Belmont Reservoir, fledging a total of eleven young. In east Lanca-
shire breeding was reported from Alston Reservoirs and Wetland, Brookside, Grimsargh Wetland 
and Hougher Fall Farm Reservoir. Elsewhere, breeding was confirmed at Aldcliffe, Carr Mill Dam, 
Conder Pool, Fairhaven Lake, High Bullough Reservoir, Herons’ Reach Golf Course and Pilling Lane 
Ends. 

SCAUP Aythya marila
Uncommon winter visitor to coast in small numbers, scarce inland. Red List (declining national winter 
population).
International importance 3100; national importance 52.
The decline of the Seaforth wintering population reached a new low this year with just a single 
juvenile present in November.
 On 1 Jan a female and a first-winter male were at Lunt Meadows, the male remaining until the 
end of the month. Stocks Reservoir hosted a first-winter female from 3 Jan until 16 Feb and another 
first-winter female was at Brockholes from 1-23 Jan with three, all first-winter females, there on 9 Jan. 
A male and female were together at Bretherton Eyes on 5 Jan and a female was at Glasson Basin on 
18 Jan. February saw far fewer reports, starting with three on floods at Low Meadows, Rufford on 
the 2nd; three flew east past Rossall Point on the 27th and a male was at Aldcliffe from 29 Feb to 11 
March.
 After a month-long gap between records, a female was seen off the north harbour wall at Heysham 
on 10 April. A first-winter female was again at Brockholes on 11-17 April. A pair at Marshside was 
present from 21 April to 5 May, while the last of the saw three heading north-west past Starr Gate, 
Blackpool on 17 May. 
 The first bird of the autumn was a female with the scoter flock off Starr Gate on 1-2 Oct. Further 
records included an adult female at Brockholes on 22-23 Oct which was joined by a juvenile female 
on the 24th, both remaining until 24 Dec. Two or three were then present at Alston Reservoirs from 
9-19 Nov and one was at Clowbridge Reservoir on 27 & 31 Dec.
 Up to three were on Fairhaven Lake from 8-28 Nov; two were then relocated at Granny’s Bay on 
23 Nov and were then seen regularly off Starr Gate from 27 Nov to 14 Dec. One was at Aldcliffe on 
25 Nov and there were sightings of a female at The Snab on 3 Oct and 22 Nov with a first-year male 
there on 12 Dec.
 The most unusual record of the year came from Pine Lake on 16 Nov, when a flock of twelve 
females or immatures spent just 15 minutes there over a big spring tide before flying off south-
west.

EIDER Somateria mollissima
Common winter visitor to Fylde coast and Morecambe Bay, scarce elsewhere. Scarce breeder. Amber 
List (declining winter population). International importance 12850; national importance 550.
Monthly peak counts           
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 71 75 368 269 189 159 412 163 304 206 101 82
Ribble WeBS 4 23 104 153 132 176 7 1 25 25 14 0
Rossall Point 57 91 77 42 26 2 8 4 7 22 33 37
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Peak numbers in Morecambe 
Bay on high tide WeBS counts 
have remained stable over the 
past few winters. There was, 
however, no repeat of the 
exceptional low tide counts 
of over 700 off Heysham in 
March last year. The main 
gatherings were around the 
skeers exposed at low tide off 
Hest Bank and Heysham.
 The spring peak on the 
Ribble Estuary suggests a 
sizeable breeding popula-
tion. However, only scattered 
reports of breeding from 
across the estuary were received, making it impossible to give a minimum population estimate; a 
crèche of 39 juveniles off Lytham was the largest group of young reported. At least six pairs bred on 
or near Carnforth Marsh, where a crèche of 32 small young were seen on 8 June. One nest was found 
at Pilling Marsh.

LONG-TAILED DUCK Clangula hyemalis
Uncommon winter visitor, rare inland.
Singles were seen off Starr Gate, Blackpool on 9 Jan and 12 Feb, and Rossall Point on 25 Feb. The last 
bird of spring was off Starr Gate on 8 April.
 The first of the autumn was with scoters off Starr Gate on 1 Oct, further females or immatures, 
probably involving just one bird, were seen here on 27 Oct, 6 & 13 Nov and 5 Dec. 
 One was at Leighton Moss on 6 Nov and what may have been the same bird was at Pine Lake 
on 14 Nov, with two there from 15 Nov until 24 Dec, one remaining into 2017. A male was at Stocks 
Reservoir from 12-17 Nov and a female was at Crawshawbooth, Rossendale on 25 Nov.

COMMON SCOTER Melanitta nigra
Common visitor to Liverpool Bay, especially in winter, although main flocks are hardly visible from land. 
Scarce migrant to inland waters. Red List (localised winter distribution).
International importance 16000; National importance 1000.
Monthly peak counts           
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Blackpool 1320 1500 4000 2500 124 420 1550 675 1000 1500 2450 1600
Sefton Coast 3000 5000 / 133 0 0 9 7090 8000 8000 10000 2872

Large numbers were seen off both the Sefton and Blackpool coasts, with the largest gatherings most 
often recorded in the Formby area. As usual, these coastal counts are likely to represent a relative 
small fraction of those present in Liverpool Bay.
 While coverage at Heysham was far from complete, the 407 bird-days recorded on spring 
passage were an improvement on the last two years; the best count was 200 on 22 May.
 Overland passage was noted at a number of inland waterbodies. There were only two early 
spring records inland of singles at Brockholes on 29 March and Stocks Reservoir on 1 April. The 
main passage took place between late June and mid-August and involved nine sites. Notable flocks 
included 16 at Alston Reservoirs on 16 July and 17 at Stocks Reservoir. Smaller flocks or individuals 
were noted at Barrowford Reservoir, Belmont Reservoir, Brockholes, Foulridge Reservoirs, Marton 
Mere, Pine Lake and Rishton Reservoir. The last inland record of the year was of two at Alston 
Reservoirs from 9-13 Nov.

Eider, Arm Hill, 10 April (Paul Ellis)
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VELVET SCOTER Melanitta fusca
Uncommon winter visitor.
There were only seven records compared to eleven in 2015. One flew south past Rossall Point on 19 
March and another two flew west there on the 30th. A late individual was seen passing Rossall Point 
on 25 April. 
 Two were seen off Starr Gate on 29 Nov, followed by single bird(s) in flocks of Common Scoters 
there on 2 & 12 Dec.

GOLDENEYE Bucephala clangula
Common winter visitor.
International importance 4000; National importance 200.
Monthly peak counts           
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 21 17 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 31
Dockacres 17 24 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 12
Lune Estuary 41 73 31 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 8 8
Alston Res’s 9 12 10 19 0 0 0 0 0 4 10 11
Brockholes 38 42 25 7 0 0 0 0 0 1 9 14
Seaforth 21 22 26 22 2 0 0 0 0 7 23 17

There was almost no change on the Lune Estuary at Glasson compared to 2015 but it must be remem-
bered that a large decline had already taken place there since 200 were present in January 2009. 
 In general, numbers were fairly consistent with recent years at most of the key sites with the 
exception of Brockholes and Dockacres, which both saw almost twice as many in the first winter 
period as in 2015. There were no sightings at Heysham. The last bird of the first winter period was 
one at Seaforth on 29 April, six days later than last year.
 The first returning birds of the autumn were two at Alston Reservoirs and one at Fairhaven Lake 
on 17 Oct. Flock sizes were unremarkable in the second winter period with no site exceeding the 
counts made in the first winter period. 

SMEW Mergus albellus
Uncommon winter visitor.
Following two years with no records there were two records this year. A male at Lunt Meadows 
from 14-20 April was an infrequent spring occurrence and of an adult male in Lancashire. In the 
second winter period two redheads were at Brockholes on 7 Nov.

Smew, Lunt Meadows, 16 April (Steve Young)
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RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus serrator
Fairly common coastal winter visitor. Scarce breeder inland.
International importance 1700; National importance 84.
Monthly peak counts           
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 52 19 26 26 9 7 0 0 16 20 49 59
Stocks Res. 2 3 8 8 8 5 11 0 1 0 0 2

The small recovery noted in Morecambe Bay over the last few years was maintained, although the 
population still remains well below the level of a decade ago. A maximum of 20 were seen at Rossall 
Point on 10 Jan. Very few records were received from the Sefton Coast, the best count being 16 at 
Ainsdale on 17 April. 
 The first returning to inland sites was a pair at Stocks Reservoir on 15 Jan. A maximum of four 
pairs were there on 25 March; juveniles were seen there on 27 June and by 7 July there were two 
females and nine juveniles.

GOOSANDER Mergus merganser
Fairly common and increasing winter visitor especially in the east. Scarce breeder.
International importance 2700; National importance 120.
Monthly peak counts           
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 12 19 18 9 8 0 19 0 34 13 18 20
Alston Res 16 31 35 0 0 0 4 0 2 1 / 20
Delph Res 55 61 44 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 51 58
Mere Sands Wood 19 7 2 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 26 28

The site record at Delph Reservoir, which is currently the top county site, was broken for the second 
consecutive year with 61 on 5 Feb; the largest count elsewhere in the West Pennine Moors was 35 on 
Yarrow Reservoir on 25 Nov and the largest gathering in Chorley 18 at Brinscall on 10 March. 
 Away from Alston Reservoirs, the best roost counts in east Lancashire were 19 at Dinckley on 
16 Feb and 18 on Lower Foulridge Reservoir on 5 Dec. Only small numbers were recorded in central 
Lancashire and the Fylde, 15 on the River Ribble at Preston on 10 Feb and eleven at Conder Pool on 
11 Nov being the best counts.
 Breeding was confirmed at Calderfoot, Osbaldeston, Ribchester, Whalley, Skerton Weir, Stocks 
Reservoir, Hodder Foot, Higher Hodder Bridge and the River Yarrow near Croston. All of these 
records related to females seen with ducklings, the Calderfoot record being particularly early on 20 
March.

QUAIL Coturnix coturnix
Scarce summer visitor to west, often in influxes. Occasional evidence of localised escapees.
While 2016 could not be classed as a ‘Quail year’, it was the best in Lancashire since 2011 with at least 
twelve singing birds reported from eight sites. 
 The first was one singing at Cabin Hill NNR on 8 May only, with elsewhere in the south-west at 
least one (possibly up to three) near Bretherton between 29 June and 21 July and two singing in the 
Longton/Hutton area on 23 June and 15 Aug; the latter date being the county’s last record in 2016. 
 On the Fylde up to two were singing near Fluke Hall from 31 May to 13 June, one at Bradshaw 
Lane Head from 30 May to 18 July, three at Eagland Hill on 17-18 June and one on Lytham Moss on 
29 May and 18 June.
 One singing at Hurstwood Reservoir on 10 June was the first in the east since 2013.

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa
Fairly common resident. Population maintained by regular releases in many areas.
The number of records received was down from 390 in 2015 to 303 this year with the number of sites 
halving from 213 to 105 in 2016. This probably reflects an indifference to this species rather than any 
real change in numbers or distribution. 
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 The species is known for wandering into unusual habitats but the records of up to seven in April 
and July amongst elephants and giraffes in Knowsley Safari Park takes some beating; no doubt birds 
from the adjacent Knowsley Park where large numbers are known to be released. 
 Other large-scale releases were no doubt responsible in the main for the 79 records from the 
Fylde which included 300 at Thursland Hill on 5 Nov, 200 at Preese Hall on 28 August, 120 at Dam 
Side on 9 Nov, 100 at Fluke Hall and 20 on Cockerham Sands in January, with a white bird on 
Stalmine Moss in February apparently not unusual on the Fylde. 
 No other part of the county reported such numbers with the only others of note being 28 at 
Bretherton Eyes in December, 25 near Ulnes Walton in October and twelve near Banks in October, 
while east Lancashire reported a maximum of eight at Langden and Marl Hill.
 No records of confirmed breeding were received albeit a pair on Freshfield Dune Heath was 
suggestive.

Red-legged Partridge, Pilling, June (Howard Phillips)

RED GROUSE Lagopus lagopus
Common breeding resident.
The annual systematic counts undertaken by the Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust on four 
shooting estates in Bowland gave a mean spring density of 69 birds/ha which, while a reduction 
on the 86 birds/100 ha in 2015, was still a healthy density in comparison to that present a decade 
ago (43 birds/100ha in 2006). However, productivity was poor with the July density down to 100 
birds/100ha, in comparison to the 143 recorded in 2015 and the recent peak of 212 birds/100ha in 
2014. No detailed bag records were received but reports stated that the shooting season, both in 
Bowland and elsewhere in Lancashire, was ‘not at all good’.
 The almost continuous distribution across the higher ground of Bowland was amply illustrated 
by nearly 250 casual records received from 58 areas of fell. Notable among which were 40 on Lamb 
Hill on 13 Oct, 20 in Croasdale on 12 Aug, 16 at Stag Holes on 16 March, 13 in the Langden Valley on 
24 April and 10 on Grit Fell on 23 Oct. 
 The outlying Bowland fells were well represented in 2016 with double-figure counts from 
Easington Fell (max 15 on 31 Oct) and Pendle Hill (max 14 on 14 May), and single-figure records 
from Waddington Fell, Grindleton Fell, Caton Moor, Longridge Fell and Twiston Moor while birds 
were again recorded on the ‘county top’ at Gragareth at over 620m asl on 19 May.
 No records of note were received from Rossendale and just two records of singles (at Cant 
Clough in February) were received from the Lancashire section of the eastern Pennines, an area 
which is known to support good numbers of grouse in parts.
 Breeding density in the west and central West Pennine Moors is at best only a quarter of that 
recorded in Bowland with surveys realising a mean spring count of 17 birds/100 ha over four plots of 
heather moorland compared with the 69 in Bowland. This is not surprising as grouse-management 
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is far less intense in the West Pennine Moors with the result that the densities found varied between 
30 birds/100 ha on Darwen Moor to 10 birds/100 ha on Belmont Moor. Numbers are lower still on the 
eastern parts of the West Pennine Moors with 8+ territories on Hoddlesden/Aushaw Mosses and a 
pair on Edgerton Moss in April notable.
Post-breeding season counts included 13+ on Hoddlesden Moss on 13 Sept and eight on Withnell 
Moor in November with 69 reported during a shoot on Belmont Moor on 13 Aug and similarly 200+ 
driven over guns on Darwen Moor on 20 Sept.

GREY PARTRIDGE Perdix perdix
Common resident in the west, scarce resident in the east. Long term decline.
For the second year running, Grey Partridge productivity was limited due to poor summer weather 
affecting brood rearing. Whether this, or observer fatigue, is responsible for the halving of the number 
of records received from 390 to 209, with locations declining slightly from 130 to 107, is uncertain. On 
the positive side, 39 coveys in excess of five birds were reported from widespread locations across 
the county, which would suggest that a relict population is still intact across many areas.
 In north Lancashire, the maximum was five at Aldcliffe on 9 Feb and pairs were seen there in 
May with young reported later. On the Fylde, only 46 records (112 in 2015) were reported from 19 
sites (26 in 2015) with the largest coveys being 14+ at Weeton on 10 July and twelve on Lytham Moss 
on 8 Jan with 30 released birds at Pilling in August.
 Birds were recorded at Champion Moor in Bowland and at Alston Wetland with all other reports 
from east Lancashire originating from the eastern fringe, where ten at Hurstwood on 30 March, eight 
at both Lee Green and Swinden Reservoirs in September, plus three pairs near Worsthorne in May 
were the highlights. The number of records in east Lancashire was down from 51 to 19, albeit the 
number of sites increased marginally to 19. The only record of note from the West Pennine Moors 
concerned 15 at Belmont on 7 Nov.
 A good number of records were received from across the south-west with, immediately south of 
the Ribble, ten on Longton Marsh in January, 13 at Hesketh Bank on 28 Nov while on Hesketh Out 
Marsh juveniles were seen in July with a covey of twelve present on 31 Oct.
 Thirty on Croston Moss on 9 Aug was notable as was the three pairs at MMWWT as breeding 
pairs were absent here prior to 2014. Two pairs bred at Lunt Meadows with 28 in three coveys 
present on 19 Nov and with, on the same day, another 28 in three further coveys seen close by at 
Ince Blundell. The pick of several further records were 15 at Aintree on 20 Nov, nine near Newton-
le-Willows on 10 Nov and six at Rainford on 30 Sept.
 The area south of Liverpool holds a strong population with the Garston/Oglet/Speke area 
hosting five pairs in the spring with similarly five pairs in the Tarbock area. Three coveys totalling 
21 at Tarbock on 29 Oct and seven on brownfield land in the Speke housing estate on 19 Oct were 
noteworthy.

PHEASANT Phasianus colchicus
Common resident. Population maintained at a high level in many areas by releases.
Over 60 double-figure counts were received for this often disregarded species in 2016, from wide-
spread locations and habitats throughout the county.
 In the north, 150 at Leighton Moss on 24 Feb with 40 nearby at both Silverdale Moss and Brack-
enthwaite in April were the peak counts. Over 200 records were received from the Fylde with 20 at 
Winmarleigh on 13 Sept the largest of six double-figure counts. Bowland and its environs held 60 at 
Dunsop Bridge on 8 Jan and 40 at Skirden Beck on 6 March with successful breeding reported from 
Marl Hill and Slaidburn and with the 50 at Feniscowles Old Hall a good count from the lower Ribble 
Valley.
 Fifteen males were on territory in a breeding bird survey of Delph Plantations while other 
reports from the West Pennine Moors included 400+ near Belmont on 20 Nov and 50 at Anglezarke 
in April. The mosses west of Chorley recorded 100 (including a white bird) on Croston Moss and 40 
near Ulnes Walton, both in October.
 Good counts from the south-west mosses included 136+ on Clare’s Moss, Rainford on 30 Sept, 60 
north of Maghull on 23 Nov, 30 on Simonswood Moss on 26 Nov and 25 at MMWWT on 18 Jan, with 
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two pairs breeding successfully at Lunt Meadows and three territorial males on Freshfield Dune 
Heath.
 In the Liverpool hinterland, eleven were in the Speke/Garston/Oglet area on 20 Oct, eleven at 
Aintree on 9 Nov and successful breeding occurred at Millwood, Speke. Ten in Victoria Park, near St 
Helens town centre on 1 Sept was unusual as was the sight of 25 amongst the Elephants in Knowsley 
Safari Park on 27 September.

RED-THROATED DIVER Gavia stellata
Fairly common winter visitor and spring passage migrant. Scarce inland.
International importance: 10000. National importance: 170.
Sea conditions produced a few counts in January-March: during 5-9 Jan a peak of 13 at Blackpool, 
and nine on the January Alt WeBS with 49 on the February count. Ones and twos occurred at all 
seawatching sites in late February and into March including 55 off Blackpool on 19 March. Birds 
were seen on five days off Rossall but with a maximum count of only three.
 Spring passage began in April, but numbers were still relatively low – 19 from the Alt WeBS 
count, 22 from Rossall and 54 (on the 5th) at Blackpool. The following month seven were present 
around the Alt, ten at Blackpool and up to eleven at Rossall. Spring passage at Heysham was marked 
by 51 bird-days on eleven dates between 23 March and 16 May, the largest counts being 15 on 14 
April and 21 on the 17th.
 Blackpool was the place for returning birds. The first on 1 July was followed by another on 28 
Aug. After that 41 were present on 10 Oct and 39 on the 30th. Over the period 23-30 Nov counts on 
five dates there were into double figures, the best being 50 on the 29th. This continued into the first 
week of December (38 on the 2nd, 106 on the 3rd, 89 on the 4th, 46 on the 12th and 31on the 14th) 
before dropping to four at the year’s end.
 Elsewhere, 68 were off Formby Point during the September Alt WeBS count and 22 in December. 
Rossall had 14 on 19 Sept with up to three on ten dates before finishing the year with eleven on 18 
Dec. Two were at Heysham on five scattered dates from 7 Nov. 

BLACK-THROATED DIVER Gavia arctica
Uncommon annual winter visitor, mostly on coast.
All records were of single birds: at Formby Point in 13 Jan and during December, and at Rossall Point 
on 30 March, 8 & 25 April, and 12 May.

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER Gavia immer
Scarce, less than annual, mostly on coast.
One was off Formby Point on several dates in January through to February, with one there in 
December. Singles were at Blackpool on 21 Jan and three dates in April, while at Rossall Point indi-
viduals were present on single dates in January and April.

FULMAR Fulmarus glacialis
Fairly common on coasts in late 
summer and early autumn during 
onshore winds.
The year started with a dark morph 
‘Blue Fulmar’ at Cockersand on 3 Feb 
(P Woodruff). This was followed by 
typical pale morph birds at Blackpool 
with singles on 5-7 Feb, 18 April and 3 
May and five on 20 May. At Heysham 
four were seen on 18 May, with 
singles on 20 & 29 May and 2 July. 
One was at Formby Point on 6 May 
with six there on the 20th.

‘Blue Fulmar’ Cockersand, 3 February (Mike Atkinson)
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 Two were off Rossall Point on 2 July, one on the 16th and two on 22 Aug, while at Blackpool 
singles were seen 2-13 July, 7, 20 & 26 Aug, and 2 & 9 Sept. 
 The last bird of the year was a single at Morecambe on the late date of 18 Nov.

MANX SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus
Common offshore in late summer-autumn, especially during onshore winds.
The Blackpool coast again featured heavily but there were fewer records from Formby and only 
three from Heysham (due to minimal seawatching).
 The first were seven at Blackpool and one at Rossall Point on 18 April. This was followed by a 
maximum of five at Blackpool at the beginning of May, rising to twelve on the 14th and 61 on the 
20th, with 102 on 12 June followed by 22 on the 19th and 81 on the 27th. July produced a flurry of 
records from Blackpool (see graph).
 In August Blackpool reported three (1st), 36 (3rd), 18 (7th) before falling to four on the 20th. 
Single birds were again present on four dates in September, with three on the 29th. The last bird from 
here was seen on 1 Oct.
 At Formby 70 were counted on 20 May, 161 on 3 July, 57 on 3 Aug and 60 on 7th. At Heysham 
three birds were present on 20 June and five on 2 July.

STORM-PETREL Hydrobates pelagicus
Uncommon offshore in late summer and autumn. Less than annual occurrence.
One was seen off Starr Gate, Blackpool on 3 Aug –  the first county record since 2012.

LEACH’S PETREL Oceanodroma leucorhoa
Fairly common offshore in variable numbers during September and October gales.
There was only one record, a single in the Mersey Narrows on 18 Oct.

GANNET Morus bassanus 
Common summer and autumn visitor offshore in variable numbers. Scarce in winter.
The first of the year was a single at Blackpool on 7 Feb. A flurry of birds appeared in March with four 
at Rossall on the 1st and 22 at Blackpool on the 25th and six on the 30th. Spring passage started fully 
in April with 51 at Blackpool (5th) and 27 at Rossall/Fleetwood, followed by another 59 at the latter 
site on the 18th; 14 were off the north Sefton Coast on the 17th. 
 Over 100 were reported from Rossall Point on 3 May with 51 at Blackpool on the 5th and 114 
on the 20th – which may have included some of the 182 birds reported from the north Sefton coast 
the same day. Counts in June included  20 at Formby Point  on the 23rd and one overflying Speke, 
Liverpool the following day, with 89 off Blackpool on the 27th. July was busiest in the first week 
with 27 at Rossall and 47 at Blackpool (2nd), with 320 at Formby Point (3rd) followed by another 
high count of 120 on the 5th. In the latter end of the month 67 were off the Blackpool coast (23rd) and 
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twelve at Formby (26th). Intermittent high counts continued at Formby with 185 (3 Aug) 180 (7Aug) 
and 105 (4 Sept), with nine on 13-14 & 18 Sept. Thirteen were at Rossall in October and the last of the 
year were two at Formby on 1 Nov and two at Rossall on 10 Dec.

CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo
Common and increasing on coasts and estuaries. Local but increasing inland.
International importance: 1200. National importance: 350.
Monthly peak counts
  Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 
Dec
MBS WeBS 139 131 150 127 34 10 114 123 272 281 176 220
Ribble WeBS 381 246 408 134 121 163 224 216 334 289 250 1029
Alt WeBS 233 241 45 312 173 48 268 672 992 1610 1915 742
Brockholes 30 25 21 24 10 2 5 8 12 17 16 16
Stocks Res 42 59 49 12 12 6 21 60 75 95 72 47
Mere Sands 8 30 27 24 5 2 8 46 345 700 169 20
Seaforth / 64 89 95 49 22 35 425 1000 950 750 474

The level for national importance was exceeded by counts on the Ribble for three months of the year, 
the Alt and Seaforth for five months and Mere Sands Wood two months. International thresholds 
were breeched on the Alt in October and November, with the Ribble (in December) and Seaforth (in 
September) coming close.
 As the numbers of this species continue to rise reporting tends to concentrate on those sites with 
regularly high numbers or having counts in triple-figures; Cormorants were reported from over 360 
sites at some point during the year.
 Numbers also appear to be rising at inland waters with the formation of new or increasing 
roosts. Counts from Upper Rivington continue to increase year on year with new monthly records 
of 87 for February, 89 for March and 33 for December; all with no reported breeding. Foulridge 
Reservoir hosted 33 at roost in December and Delph Reservoir 21 in October. At least seven other 
major reservoirs hosted winter roosts with counts below 20. 
 Other counts of note include 47 at Leighton Moss in March, 48 from Jenny Brown’s Point in 
October, and 102 at Rossall and 850 at Blackpool in December,.
 A continental sinensis bird was seen on and off at Marton Mere from 9 Jan until 5 Feb.

SHAG Phalacrocorax aristotelis
Uncommon but probably increasing on coasts. Most records are of immatures.
Single(s), possibly the same bird, were at Southport Marine Lake on 1 & 13 Jan, Marshside on 3 
Jan and the Albert Dock, Liverpool on 2 Feb. One was at Fairhaven Lake intermittently throughout 
January and February, but records were found to be due to two birds as one was subsequently found 
dead on 10 Jan. Elsewhere, singles were reported from Rossall in January, Cleveleys and Rossall on 
different dates in February, and one at Rossall Point in April. Two were in the harbour at Heysham 
on 20 Feb.
 Mid-year three were seen during the August Morecambe Bay WeBS count. The year finished 
with one on the Heysham wooden jetty in 15 Oct and three at Pine Lake on 21 & 24 Nov.

BITTERN Botaurus stellaris
Rare breeding bird at Leighton Moss, uncommon winter visitor there and elsewhere.
At least four were at Leighton Moss during the first winter period and one was ‘grunting’/’tuning up’ 
there in late February until mid-March but was assumed to have departed with at least four others, 
with the last seen on 4 April. The first returned on 25 Sept and up to three were seen into 2017.
 Marton Mere held at least two until 21 March with the first of autumn from 23 July, after which 
up to three were there into 2017. Two remained at Brockholes Wetland from 2015 with the last on 19 
March and the first one back on 3 Nov remaining into the new year.
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 Elsewhere, there were singles on Chipping Moss on 13-22 Jan, MMWWT on 27 Feb and 5 March, 
on a small pond near the Windle Brook, Eccleston, St Helens on 13-15 Oct and Mere Sands Wood 
from 19 Dec.

NIGHT HERON* Nycticorax nycticorax
Vagrant.
An adult was photographed at Carr Mill Dam, St Helens on 22 May (D Williams).

CATTLE EGRET* Bubulcus ibis
Scarce visitor in increasing numbers.
An adult that had first arrived at Marshside on 23 July was joined by two others on 8 Oct and three 
more for a few days from 1 Nov (various observers). Three or four remained to early December 
when the cattle were removed from Sutton’s Marsh and the last Marshside record was on 8 Dec, after 
which they moved to a chicken-manured horse paddock in Kew, Southport, where they remained 
into 2017 (C Fyles). Throughout this period some at least roosted at Southport Marine Lake. Up to six 
were also present at Burton Mere, Cheshire between 13 Sept and 28 Nov with perhaps some overlap 
with the Merseyside birds.
 A different bird was at Leighton Moss on 23 Oct (J Lishman), but it seems more likely that singles 
at MMWWT on 2 & 6 Nov, Longton Marsh on the 8th, Hesketh Out Marsh on the 27th and Hightown 
on 1-22 Dec may have been part of the Southport group.

LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta
Fairly common and increasing visitor, mainly to coastal marshes. First bred in 2014.
National importance: 50
Monthly peak roost counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS  41 44 42 39 37 31 88 66 200 108 53 38
EMC/Leighton M 38 35 26 8 5 18 32 80 110 175 70 49

Cattle Egret, Hightown, 20 December (Steve Young)
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Ribble WeBS 11 35 48 32 38 46 41 125 160 106 63 44
Ribble Marshes* 40 40 62 38 / 11 30 38 73 72 46 16
Hesketh Out M. 10 8 11 8 5 8 42 50 32 18 14 6
Pilling LE/Marsh 55 23 30 7 / 1 19 16 40 54 6 65
* North & south of river

All sites recording at least 50 birds at some time during the year are shown in the table; very many 
others reported smaller numbers. From this it appears that the county now holds a wintering popu-
lation of up to 150 with numbers falling away from early spring before an autumn influx swells the 
population to 400 or more. 
 The largest count not included above came from the Ashton Hall heronry where 159 were 
seen on 7 Oct. Seven pairs nested there this year, one up on 2015. The only other breeding site was 
Southport Marine Lake where five pairs raised seven young, although one in an active heronry in the 
West Pennine Moors in early May suggests that further expansion may be on the cards.
 Little Egrets remain a largely coastal species but are seen in increasing numbers in the plains of 
large rivers, notably the Lune Valley. They were reported from 70 or more sites in the Fylde away 
from the Ribble and 20 or so in north Lancashire away from the main sites in Silverdale and the Lune 
Estuary.
 Inland records are also becoming more regular. Ones and twos were seen at 14 sites in east 
Lancashire and seven in the Chorley area, while single figures were seen throughout the year at 
inland wetlands in the south-west and at Brockholes, the only larger counts being 10-14 at Lunt 
Meadows in March, August and December.

GREAT WHITE EGRET Ardea alba
Scarce but increasing , mostly in winter.
Monthly peak roost counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Leighton Moss 1 1 / / 1 1 / 1 / 9 5 2
Ribble Marshes 2 2 2 1 1 0 1 2 3 3 3 2

Nine flying past Ainsdale then over Fairhaven Lake on 5 Oct established a new county record. 
It seems probable that most if not all of them arrived the same day at Leighton Moss, where six 
roosting overnight were the first of autumn; similar numbers were present there into November, 
including nine on 16 Oct.
 More usual numbers were on the Ribble Marshes during autumn, peaking at three during 
September to November.
 Ones and twos at several sites in the coastal plain were usually only seen for a day or so and 
may have been wandering from the main wintering sites. Further inland, singles at Bretherton Eyes 
on 4 Oct, Belmont Reservoir on the 24-26th, Stocks Reservoir on the 28-29th and Brockholes Wetland 
on 12 & 18 Nov perhaps all related to the same bird; two were at Ogden Reservoir, Rossendale for 
several hours on 27 Oct.

GREY HERON Ardea cinerea
Scarce breeding resident.
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Ribble WeBS 3 0 9 7 5 20 0 10 69 47 29 18
MBS WeBS  17 27 14 11 12 13 35 13 32 23 33 25

The largest count of the year away from established heronries was 30 on 14 Feb at Brockholes 
Wetland, where double figures were seen quite regularly throughout the year. These birds presum-
ably originated from the Bezza Wood, Samlesbury heronry which was not monitored this year. 
Other largish counts away from heronries included 15 at MMWWT on 24 June, 23 at Lytham on 18 
Sept and eleven at Seaforth in November.
 Grey Herons were present regularly in Sefton Park, Liverpool but they did not breed here this 
year but elsewhere in Merseyside a pair successfully raised young at a site near Cronton.
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Number of active nests at monitored heronries

GLOSSY IBIS* Plegadis falcinellus
Rare but increasing visitor.
One was seen at MMWWT on 5 May and on the same day at Marshside, where it remained on and 
off until 12 Aug; it roosted on the island on Southport Marine Lake and made excursions to Lunt 
Meadows on 22-23 July, 27 July and 5 Aug.

SPOONBILL Platalea leucorodia
Scarce visitor, has bred.
All records were in spring and early summer. Two were on Hesketh Out Marsh on 16 April before 
flying off to the north, but no more were seen until singles at the Eric Morecambe complex on 8 May 
and Marshside the following day. Numbers at the Eric Morecambe complex/Leighton Moss grew to 
four on 21 May with three remaining until 7 July; that evening three flying south over Marshside and 
roosting at Southport Marine Lake had presumably come from Leighton.
 Singles at MMWWT on 17 May then at Marshside on the 18-19th, together with two at Saltcotes 
on 19 May may perhaps have joined those in the north, but another at Hesketh Out Marsh on 10 
June and Marshside on the 13th was definitely a new bird as four were still at Leighton Moss at that 
time.

LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis
Uncommon but increasing breeding bird. Fairly common in winter.
International importance: 3400. National importance: 160. 
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 7 10 10 8 4 5 16 11 31 12 7 5
Records were returned from more than 120 sites covering all months of the year. Unsurprisingly the 
majority were from still waters but a handful came from riverine sites, of one or two birds present 
in January or December at Crook O’ Lune, the Calder at Altham and Whalley, and the Ribble at 
Clitheroe and Sawley. At least three were in the Lune Estuary at Aldcliffe in March.
 The largest first winter counts received came from Southport Marine Lake and Sefton Park, 
Liverpool with twelve in January and February respectively, eight at Brookside Lodges and Conder 
Green, six at the Eric Morecambe complex and Thurnham Moss, and five at Mere Sands Wood. At 
the other end of the year eight were at Stocks Reservoir in September, 17 at Conder Green, 14 at 
Thornton ICI Reservoir, 15 at Myerscough Quarry, and six at Leighton Moss (all in October), with 
ten on Southport Marine Lake in December.
 Breeding was reported from 14 sites involving approximately 18 pairs and at least 25 juveniles. 
These included Marshside (two pairs), Sefton Park, Lunt Meadows (four pairs), Aldcliffe, Middleton 
NR, Roby Mill, Herons’ Reach Golf Course, Common Bank Lodge, Brookside Lodges, Dean Clough 

North Lancashire
Ashton Hall Lake 15
Skerton Weir 16
Centre Farm, Forton 4
Rough Hey Wood, 
Claughton

14

Churchfield House 32
East Lancashire
Winckley Hall 14 (individuals)
Skirden Beck 7
Water Meetings, Blacko ‘Small’
Stocks Reservoir 5

Fylde
Hackensall Wood 5
Stanley Park 27 (individuals)
Lea Gate 20+ (individuals)
Chorley
Cuerden VP 1
West Pennine Moors
Rivington 24
Delph Plantations 11
Entwistle Plantations 31
Merseyside
Little Crosby 6
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Reservoir, Hougher Fall Farm Reservoir (Longridge) and Wood End Sewage Works. Given the wide-
spread nature of this species breeding almost certainly occurred, unreported, elsewhere.
 Post-breeding build up was recorded with 18 at Thornton ICI Reservoir, 17 at Conder Green, 
15 at Fleetwood Marsh Nature Park and 13 at Myerscough Quarry. At other recorded sites there 
appeared to be little change in number pre- and post- breeding.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus
Uncommon but increasing breeding bird. Common in winter with concentrations in Morecambe Bay.
International importance: 4800. National importance: 190.
Monthly peak counts
  Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 
Dec
MBS WeBS 8 5 5 6 2 2 7 3 13 23 16 17
Foulridge Res 11 11 18 9 4 / 14 17 3 11 15 25
Brockholes 1 31 5 12 14 9 11 6 3 3 4 3
Carr Mill Dam 6 27 35 23 / 28 30 43 38 24 30 18

It appears that the size of winter peaks, both on the coast and at inland sites, are diminishing, 
presumably in line with warmer winters and fewer periods of extended cold.
 In addition to the counts above other coastal maxima included 68 at Blackpool in November 
and 20 in December. There with no more than ten offshore at Heysham at any time throughout the 
year. 
 From the over 80 inland sites with records 34 reported ‘birds on nest’ as a marker of attempted 
breeding. From these, 15 subsequently reported juveniles later in the year with six at Foulridge 
Reservoir, five at Pine Lake and three at Belmont, Dockacres, Rishton Reservoir and Croston Twin 
Lakes. Although breeding was confirmed from Carr Mill Dam the number of young raised from 
this site is unknown. Juveniles appeared at some localities later in the year but they may have been 
movements from elsewhere.

SLAVONIAN GREBE Podiceps auritus
Scarce winter visitor.
Following no records last year a 
summer-plumaged bird was briefly 
at Heysham on the morning of 22 
April.

BLACK-NECKED GREBE 
Podiceps nigricollis
Scarce visitor, mostly in spring and 
autumn.
International importance: 2800. 
National importance: 50.
One was at Marton Mere from 12-13 
& 27-28 March with one seen on the 
Lune and Greet confluence on 3 April. 
An adult in breeding plumage was at 
Lunt Meadows on 23 April.

BLACK KITE* Milvus migrans
Vagrant.
One was seen on 8 May flying over the road between Sabden Fold and Higham (J. Bray). This record 
has been accepted by the county rarities committee, making it the sixth for the county. It is notable 
that the first, on 30 April 1989 was over the Dunsop Valley and the second on 23 May 1992 was over 
Roughlee, meaning that 50% of the county’s records have been in east Lancashire.

Black-necked Grebe, Lunt Meadows, 23 April (Dave Finnegan)
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RED KITE Milvus milvus
Scarce passage migrant and rare winter visitor from successful reintroduction schemes.
There were no records at all during the first winter period and just two in March, both from east 
Lancashire, the first at Dunsop Bridge on the 18th. In recent years the number of records throughout 
the year has been consistently in the high thirties. Obviously, the number of actual birds involved 
will be fewer. A monthly breakdown of records in 2016, with an estimate of the number of birds 
likely to have been involved is given below:
 J F M A M J J A S O N D Tot
Records 0 0 2 10 8 3 3 3 4 1 2 3 39
Birds 0 0 1 4-5 4-5 2 2 2 4 1 2 1 23-25

Once again, there were no breeding attempts anywhere in the county. Indeed, it is rather surprising 
that the number of sightings has not increased in recent years, considering the release programmes 
in Yorkshire and south Cumbria, although the latter programme has been a great disappointment, 
with most birds `disappearing’.
 The ELOC report detailed ten records probably involving six birds and the Fylde report gave 
detailed records involving five birds. The largest number of records came from Chorley where there 
were twelve records but probably involving just six birds. Elsewhere, four were reported from the 
north of the county, with two reported from each of the areas of Preston, Liverpool and the south-
west mosses.
 November records included one at Leighton Moss, while the three December records involved a 
bird cruising the Chorley district. 

MARSH HARRIER Circus aeroginosus
Rare breeder, uncommon passage migrant. Amber List (localised breeder).
There continues to be a small wintering population in the county. In the first winter period birds 
were recorded from at least twelve sites. In the south most were on the Ribble marshes where one or 
two were seen on both sides of the river; two or three were regular at MMWWT and one occasional 
at Lunt Meadows. Two and occasionally three were seen frequently in the Leighton Moss area; none 
was seen in central or eastern Lancashire. It is likely that there are no more than ten birds involved, 
hunting over large areas. 
 The number of sightings reported to Birdtrack in the second winter period was slightly lower 
than in the first while those on the Fylde Bird Club website were marginally higher, but similar 
numbers appeared to have wintered in much the same areas as earlier in the year; peak counts were 
four in the Leighton Moss area and on the Ribble marshes and the south-west mosses.
 A small spring passage took place between late March and early June, mainly in the western 
lowlands but with three records in east Lancashire, two at Brockholes and one in Chorley. Autumn 
passage, which extended from late July into early November, was much larger with, for example, 
more than four times more reports in the Fylde than in spring. The largest counts were six at 
MMWWT on 30 Sept but ones and twos were seen throughout the coastal plain and there were also 
four records in east Lancashire, two over Brockholes on 17 Aug and separate immatures at Belmont 
Reservoir on 11-23 Aug and 4-19 Sept. 
 Considering the number of regular wintering and passage birds it is perhaps surprising, and 
certainly a little disappointing, that the breeding population is not increasing. Once again, there were 
just two sites where birds bred. The RSPB’s Leighton Moss reserve held three breeding territories 
involving three females and two males, and a single pair bred, with records suggesting that two 
young were reared, at the `usual’ site on the south-west mosses. 

HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus
Rare breeder, uncommon winter visitor. Red List (rare breeder).
The plight of Hen Harriers received a great deal of publicity this year: an e-petition in the name 
of Mark Avery, calling for driven grouse shooting to be banned, passed 100,000 signatures, ‘Hen 
Harrier Day’ marked `The Inglorious 12th’ and the Radio 4 Today programme broadcast a fractious 
encounter between Chris Packham and Ian Botham, the spokesman for the shooting fraternity. 
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 That illegal persecution has brought the English population to its present state of near extinc-
tion is indisputable – of 16 young Hen Harriers satellite-tagged in northern England and Scotland 
in 2016, ten have already been found dead or have disappeared off the satellite-tracking radar. But 
another factor added to its woes in 2016. 
 A few Hen Harriers were seen around their traditional nesting sites in Bowland in March and 
early April but they soon disappeared without attempting to nest. This was undoubtedly caused in 
part by poor weather conditions but largely by the crash in Field Vole numbers, one of their main 
prey species. On one monitored site in the Langden Valley, vole numbers fell dramatically in autumn 
2015, so that in March 2016 none were caught compared with 36 in March 2014 and 83 in March 2015 
(A. Bedford pers. comm.). Their departure from Bowland resulted in a handful of sightings in the 
lowlands, including a sky-dancing male at Lunt Meadows on 14 May. Large fluctuations in small 
mammal numbers are a normal phenomenon and a healthy Hen Harrier population is well able to 
cope with these, but with the Bowland population now reduced to a handful of breeding pairs it can 
ill afford to miss a breeding season.
 The overwhelming majority of the 140 records logged on BirdTrack and the 73 listed on the 
Fylde website came from the south-west, as usual predominantly from the Ribble marshes on either 
side of the river. It is difficult to determine how many birds wintered there but there were at least 
two at each end of the year. However, fewer than usual were reported on the south-west mosses; 
apart from a ringtail that roosted on the now traditional site from October to the end of the year, the 
only records received were single(s) at MMWWT during January and February.
 None were seen in the breeding season or winter on the West Pennine Moors but there was a 
remarkable autumn influx at Belmont, following a male on 13 Aug. One ringtail arrived there on 3 
Oct, increasing to a minimum of three and possibly five ringtails on the 9-10th with two still present 
on the 13th. 
 The only records in the Fylde away from the Ribble were presumed migrants: male(s) off 
Blackpool on 5 April with possibly the same bird at Preesall the following week, a ringtail at Lytham 
on 5 April and a female at Pilling on 11 April, with a male in the Singleton area on 30 Sept to 1 Oct 
the only autumn record. Two sightings of 
migrants in October were the only records 
all year in east Lancashire away from 
Bowland, although a satellite-tagged bird 
was roosting near Pendle Hill in October..

PALLID HARRIER Circus macrourus
Vagrant.
At 10:40 am on 7 May, a 2CY bird was 
watched flying north-east along the 
roadside edge of Meadow Lake at Brock-
holes (WC Aspin). This was the first record 
in Lancashire and has been accepted by the 
BBRC (See separate article).

GOSHAWK Accipiter gentilis
Rare feral breeding resident and escapee.
Four reports were received this year, all in east Lancashire: an immature at Cant Clough on 20 Jan, 
one flying east over Dunsop Bridge on 12 Feb, a female over Stocks Reservoir on 14 March and one 
over Brookside Lodges on 7 Sept. There were no reports from the usual Bowland site.

SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus
Fairly common breeding resident.
The Lancashire breeding atlas estimated about 600 breeding pairs but by 2015 data suggested that 
there had been an increase, perhaps to 750 pairs.

Pallid Harrier, Brockholes, 7 May (Bill Aspin)
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 It is hard to say if there is any significance in comparing the number of records received from 
year to year but the following suggest there has been little change in the past three years, except 
perhaps in east Lancashire. 
Number of records received:  2016 2015 2014
BirdTrack    698 782 777
Fylde database   656 629 700
ELOC Bird Report   202 332 184

 The ELOC Bird Report commented: “The total of 202 compares unfavourably with the 332 in 2015. 
Might the reduction this year be a reflection of the cold, wet spring which resulted in a marked 
reduction in tit numbers and hence available prey? “ This is obviously speculative as population 
dynamics are very complex. Might the high figures for 2015 reflect a good breeding season in 
2014? The Chorley Bird Report simply stated: “An increasingly common resident”, while in the 
Fylde area the breeding population and distribution of records were described as being on a `stable 
trend’. The breeding bird survey for UU of the Delph Plantations located four territories.
 The Heysham Bird Report commented that there had been more visible, migrating birds than 
usual but that this was perhaps due to the fact that there was a greater field of view at Middleton 
from where most records came (still only involving nine birds), with a maximum of three passing 
in any one day, on 14 Sept. There were just three spring migrants on two days, and six autumn 
migrants on four days, the last on 21 Oct. 
 As usual, there were no sightings of large gatherings with a maximum of six together over the 
Ribble Estuary during the November WeBS count, and four at a handful of other sites; these included 
up to four mobbing two ringtail Hen Harriers above Belmont on 9-10 Oct.

BUZZARD Buteo buteo
Fairly common breeding resident.
Buzzard numbers have grown enormously in Lancashire during this century as the number of 
reports in east Lancashire (below) show.
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The ELOC report commented that “disregarding the exceptional 2015 figure, it would seem that 
this species has probably now reached saturation level”. Presumably, this `saturation’ refers not 
just to general records but also to the number of breeding pairs. Having said this, “the only juvenile 
reported was one at Hameldon Hill on 21 June. No other indications of breeding were received, 
which must surely have taken place.” 
 Little or no breeding information was received from elsewhere in the county but Buzzards 
remain common and widespread in all regions. Four pairs bred at Arkholme and four territories 
were identified in the Delph Plantations with two active nests located.
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 Typically, reports were most common in 
early spring when the displaying birds are at 
their most conspicuous, and to a lesser extent 
in autumn during the post-breeding dispersal 
of juveniles. There are now very few parts of 
the county where the extent of migration can be 
assessed. Seaforth’s tally of seven in spring and 
nine in autumn was lower than usual, almost 
certainly due to reduced observer coverage. Ten 
spring migrants at Heysham – as at Seaforth 
mostly in March – included five on 17 March and 
three the next day, while four flying south on 2 
Oct were the only definite autumn migrants.
 The majority of records involved one or two 
birds, although larger family parties are not 
unusual. Many of the largest counts – possibly 
including migrants – came from Brockholes 
with peaks of 15 on 25 March and 14 on 4 April 
and 8 May in spring, 17 on 2 Oct and 13 on 12 & 
22 Sept in autumn, and eleven on 20 Dec. At least 
16 were over Skirden Beck in east Lancashire on 
14 Feb and a group of 14 was at Jumbles County 
Park in the south-eas, on 6 Oct. There were 
several other double-figure counts throughout 
the county.
 An interesting observation was of a bird 
at Cockden on 18 Feb, which was breaking open mole hills looking for worms. Very resourceful 
creatures Buzzards!

OSPREY Pandion haliaetus
Fairly common passage migrant.
Ospreys were recorded from 15 March to 23 Sept, the first, over Longridge, being the second earliest 
date for the county. There were no further records until 26 March when one was at Brockholes. After 
this date birds started to arrive in numbers and there were records from all areas of the county, with 
some seen fishing or loafing on or near lakes and reservoirs, whilst others migrated steadily north-
wards through the county. As usual, most birds were recorded in April, the peak of spring migration, 
but passage continued well into May, with some birds frequenting favoured fishing grounds for a 
few days before moving on. 
 Once again there was no evidence of breeding in the county. Maybe soon! However, it is worth 
pointing out that Leighton Moss is now used as one of the fishing sites by the Foulshaw breeding 
pair c.9km to the north-west in Cumbria.
 The following figures give an indication of the numbers of birds involved. BirdTrack listed 135 
records, which included some of the 32 and 18 records detailed in the Fylde and east Lancashire bird 
reports, respectively. There were 15 records from Brockholes alone.
A rough breakdown of the locations where birds were recorded, showed that, as usual, there were 
about three times the number of records in western regions than there were in both eastern and 
central areas of the county. A detailed breakdown of the records also showed that, as usual, the 
spring passage was much stronger than in autumn, by at least a factor of four.

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus
Scarce resident breeder, common winter from central and eastern Europe.
No specific surveys were carried out at Leighton Moss this year and few records were received 
– eight or more in the early year and at least nine from autumn onwards – but there is no reason to 
believe that the importance of this, the county’s main breeding site, has in any way diminished.

Buzzard being mobbed by Magpie and Carrion 
Crows, Liverpool, February (Steve Young)
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 The strongest evidence of breeding away from Leighton came from Marshside where evening 
visits in June located calling birds in four localities, and from Silverdale Moss where the presence of 
eleven on 10 July was suggestive of successful breeding. 
 Water Rails were better recorded at the other major wetlands. A pair probably bred at Middleton 
NR with up to five there in both winters, while Marton Mere held seven or more during the first 
winter period with the last of spring on 3 April. There were no further reports from Marton Mere 
until 2 Aug so it is not clear if any bred there, but sightings increased during autumn and reached a 
peak of nine in winter. Birds were present throughout the year at MMWWT but never more than two 
were seen on any one occasion. The peak first winter count at Brockholes Wetland was just two; none 
was reported between 17 March and 22 Oct but at least six were there from November onwards. It 
was a similar picture at Lunt Meadows, where there were at least three during the first winter period 
and at least six in the second, with limital dates of 25 March and 20 Sept.
 Elsewhere, records were received of one or two non-breeding birds from 40+ sites throughout 
the county, the only higher count coming from Kincraig Lake where there were four or more in 
November.

SPOTTED CRAKE* Porzana porzana
Rare breeder and passage migrant.
The only records were two – possibly three –  calling males at Leighton Moss between 19 April and 
31 May; both were present long enough to suggest at least attempted breeding but their persistent 
calling perhaps implied that neither found a mate.

CORNCRAKE* Crex crex
Vagrant.
One was flushed at Grove Lane Marsh, Padiham on 17 May, flying about 150m before disappearing 
again into deep cover (P Hornby). This was the first county record since a calling male at Gillar’s 
Green, St Helens in late May 1998 and a corpse found beneath the Liver Building at Liverpool’s Pier 
Head in September 2002, which is now in the Natural History Museum.

MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus
Very common resident breeder.
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Ribble WeBS 19 24 30 28 21 7 35 9 35 20 51 85
MMWWT 30 30 20 18  77 113 19 98 15  100
Mere Sands Wood 7 5 7 7 8 12 7 57 4 5 5 11

The only sites reporting 50 or more at any time during the year are shown in the table above but 
double-figure counts were returned from many sites, the largest including 30 on a field at Eccleston 
on 5 Jan and at Liverpool’s Sefton Park in March, 27 in Walton Hall Park, Liverpool in March and at 
Carr Mill Dam in December, 26 at Aldcliffe in December, 25 at Haslam Park in February, Marshside 
in July and Marton Mere in October, 21 at Brockholes in December and 20 in Coronation Park, 
Ormskirk in August.

COOT Fulica atra
Common resident breeder; abundant winter visitor from continental Europe.
National importance: 1800.
Monthly peak counts at sites with maxima over 200
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS  40 25 29 24 36 7 48 71 70 109 118 94
Dockacres comp. 315 310 68 24 / 23 30 94 160 210 255 335
Leighton Moss 66 65 48 45 24 55 132 142 132 328 235 49
Brockholes 256 120 120 32 25 85 72 145 164 195 233 352
Fairhaven Lake 79 42 15 / / 12 41 57 78 62 33 47
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S. Park Blackpool 40 40 35 12 26 92 34 247 / 275 210 85
Marton Mere 210 174 60 30 12 / 145 100 66 260 285 380
Ribble WeBS 221 308 160 158 62 52 103 46 56 58 62 65
Mere Sands Wood 8 15 11 15 17 40 55 68 62 35 15 17
MMWWT 180 150 40 23  55 72 / 79 100 92 37
Lunt Meadows 55 70 67 30 23 12 19 30 52 19 5 5

Other sites recording 50 or more during the year included Marshside (130 in March), Southport 
Marine Lake (100 in December), Sefton Park, Liverpool (90+ in September), Fleetwood Marsh Nature 
Park (85 in December), Alston Reservoirs (62 in January), Glasson (60 in December), Myerscough 
Quarry (60 in January), Aldcliffe (53 in February) and Eccleston Mere (50 in January).
 Coot strongly favour eutrophic waters and are far from common breeders on oligotrophic 
upland reservoirs. Although breeding was not successful in Rossendale this year, up to eight were 
present at Holden Wood Reservoir in April and May. The return to high water levels at Belmont 
Reservoir allowed for their return as a breeding species for the first time since 2005, albeit neither 
of the two pairs were successful. Successful breeding was reported from at least eleven sites in the 
ELOC recording area, including from Stocks Reservoir for the very first time.

AVOCET Recurvirostra avosetta
Recently established scarce breeding bird, uncommon passage migrant.
National Importance: 75
The first to return were six on 12 Feb at MMWWT, increasing to 69 on 6 March and 86 on 6 April. 
Four returned to the Eric Morecambe complex on 17 Feb, increasing to 31 on 20 March and peaking 
at 36 on 2 April. Eight at Warton Marsh on the north side of the Ribble on 29 Feb increased to 20 by 8 
April, and 60 were at Marshside by 14 March, numbers peaking there at 105 on 14 April.
 Migrants included one east over Fleetwood on 4 April, six over Fairhaven on the 10th and three 
at Wesham Marsh on the 16th. Twos were also at Springs Reservoir and Newton Marsh on 16 April. 
 Breeding information was not fully reported this year. Twenty pairs bred at MMWWT – fewer 
than in the previous two years, while at Hesketh Out Marsh 90+ on 21 July included 32 juveniles and 
five young were seen with 19 adults at Warton Marsh on 24 June. A pair hatched four and reared 
one at Conder Green. 
 Post-breeding migrants included two at Seaforth on 6-7 & 16-17 June, five at Holden Wood 
Reservoir, Rossendale in July and one at Glasson on 22-27 Sept. The last on the Eric Morecambe 
complex was on 3 Oct and 27 flew in and roosted at Freckleton Naze on 8 Oct – a large number of 
late birds. 

OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostralegus
Abundant winter visitor. Common breeding bird.
International importance: 10200. National importance: 3200.
WeBS counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS 11729 9300 7471 3865 6648 2213 4993 6283 13895 19245 12844 12402
Ribble 2934 2390 7473 2747 4631 2178 1764 7694 10443 9753 11225 9655
Alt 368 775 950 809 461 196 1060 687 2430 1908 1517 1530

The first birds were seen returning inland from 3 Jan at Ribchester, Altham on 9 Jan, Croston on 7 
Feb and Belmont Reservoir on 14 Feb. Birds gather at favourite spots, often by major rivers before 
dispersing to breed; the highest counts included 180 at Arkholme on 18 Feb, 110 at Burholme on 10 
March, 86 at Stocks Reservoir on 24 Feb, 42 at Alston Wetland on 4 March and 41 at Altham on 21 
March.
 Breeding pairs continue to be spread widely across the county. Up to five pairs displayed at 
Lunt Meadows from the last week of February to the end of March but none were successful. More 
unusual nest sites included the roof of Poundstretcher in Burnley for the third year running. At 
least six territories were noted in the Chorley town area in May. Four pairs were territorial at Delph 
Reservoir with three pairs successfully fledging one young each, including a pair which again nested 
in the middle of the Sailing Club car park (which the members again erected a small fence around 
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to successfully protect). Four pairs bred at Belmont Reservoir with three broods seen later with one 
pair here repeatedly moving its brood back and forth across the A675 to and from in-bye fields west 
of the reservoir at great risk. Only eight of 34 monitored pairs on the upper Lune around Arkholme 
hatched chicks and only seven juveniles survived. 

GREY PLOVER Pluvialis squatarola
Abundant, but declining, passage and winter visitor to coast. Uncommon inland.
International importance: 2500. National importance: 430.
WeBS counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
MBS 145 821 449 88 53 0 6 3 790 253 26 393
Ribble 521 514 493 72 685 54 25 495 368 235 236 211
Alt 754 504 0 1850 1009 0 0 340 992 583 526 214

The last wintering birds were two on 22 May at Cockersand. Throughout the midsummer period, 
there were the usual handful of records including eight at Cocker’s Dyke on 14 June and seven on 3 
July at Cabin Hill. 
 Grey Plovers are rare inland, so one south over Belmont on 9 Oct was notable.

GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria
Abundant on passage and in winter near coasts. Scarce breeding bird.
International importance: 8000. National importance: 4000.
Monthly peak counts
  Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 
Dec 
MBS WeBS 2593 1185 415 613 0 0 2 300 911 940 3394 525
Ribble WeBS 2165 1330 996 179 1500 0 0 0 345 1317 1160 2559
Marshside 3500 2000 1000 125 / 0 0 0 50 172 / 1000
The highest coastal counts early in the year on the Fylde were 3000 at Glasson on 6 Jan and 3500 at 
Cockerham Moss on 11 Jan. The last wintering bird there was seen on 18 May at Knott End and the 
first back at Skippool Creek on 29 June. Returning flocks not captured by the WeBS counts included 
300 back at Cockersand by 21 July and 72 at Skippool Creek by 31 July. 
 In the south-west numbers were thinly scattered away from Marshside. Up to 150 were occa-
sionally with Lapwings on adjacent farmland at Lunt in January and February, the first returning 
there in autumn on 13 Sept with numbers peaking at 44 on 10 Oct and 150 in December. Concerted 
migration-watching at Hightown throughout the autumn indicated a moderate passage throughout 
October and November, peaking at 345 on 15 Nov.
 Inland, the year started with 80 on Pendle Hill on 1 Jan and around 100 on Croston Finney on 17 
Jan. The largest inland counts were of 250 at Champion Moor and 200 at Twiston Moor on 6 March; 
400 flew north-east over Easington Fell on 5 April and 179 were at Pendle Hill on 20 April.
 During the breeding season, territorial pairs were reported from Birk Bank and Bowland Knotts. 
Confirmation of breeding came from Mearley Clough and juveniles were reported from Gorple 
Track. At least eleven pairs were located on territory in the West Pennine Moors with at least three 
successful broods/family groups seen later from mid-June. Five territorial pairs were at Boulsworth 
Hill on 22 May and three pairs were present on the United Utilities estate in Bowland, with one of 
the nests hatching at least two chicks. 
 The first autumn gathering reported was of 70 birds at Champion Moor on 17 Sept, numbers 
increased there to 100 on 12 Oct and 243 on 26 Oct. Seventy on Pendle Hill on 23 Nov increased to 
150 on 17 Dec, while 106 were nearby at Barley Moor on 27 Dec.

AMERICAN GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis dominica
Vagrant
An adult was at Cockersand on 28 Sept and then refound at Glasson on 2 Oct (S Piner, P. Ellis et 
al). This was the eighth Lancashire record, the last two – both also found at Cockersand – being in 
November 2008 and September 2012.
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DOTTEREL Charadrius morinellus
Uncommon, but regular spring migrant, scarce in autumn.
Five arrived on Pendle Hill on 21 April but passage was poor there this year. Two remained on 22 
April but the only other records were four on 6 May, one on the 8th and one on the 14th.
 Elsewhere, three were seen on 27-28 April at Tarlscough Moss, two were briefly at Hightown on 
30 April, three on 1 May at Aughton, Ormskirk and three on 7 May in Bowland at Grit Fell.

RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula
Common passage migrant in spring, declining as a winter visitor. Scarce breeding bird.
International importance: 730. National importance: 340
WeBS counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
MBS 195 104 42 143 504 2 17 344 259 157 88 158
Ribble 12 4 3 76 1541 102 4 1134 1076 61 100 7
Alt 1 0 0 1 433 5 111 99 40 2 24 5

Low coastal numbers were noted on the Alt throughout the year with fewer sightings and smaller 
flocks at well-watched sites. The first spring movement included 85 on 8 April at Ainsdale and 73 at 
Cabin Hill on 11 April; 270 were at Cabin Hill on 6-7 May when, unusually, a further 22 roosted on 
nearby farmland with 400 thereon the 12th.
 Other significant site counts included 500 at Fairhaven on 4 May and 500 at Banks Marsh on the 
8th. Some of the last spring flocks were 50 at Banks Marsh and 27 at Lytham on 5 June then 16 at 
Cockersand the next day.
 Limited breeding information was received. Seven pairs nested on the Lune gravels at Arkholme 
but only one clutch hatched and no young fledged. Five pairs nested on gravel at a drive-in cinema 
north of Liverpool Pier Head (what used to be the Central Docks has long been a favoured breeding 
site). Five pairs also nested at Brockholes. A male was back on territory at Heysham on 9 Feb but 
no breeding activity was recorded after 29 May, when behaviour suggested hatched young were 
present. Two pairs bred at MMWWT, a late breeding pair at Marshside had one unfledged youngster 
on 28 Aug, and at least three young were fledged at Cockersand. 
 The first significant return was noted at Lytham with 102 on 30 July and then 352 on 28 Aug. 
 Inland spring passage was unremarkable this year. Peak counts included twelve at Alston 
Wetland on 2 May and twelve at MMWWT on the 10th, when there were also four at Stocks Reservoir. 
The only autumn records inland were singles at Foulridge Lower Reservoir on 22-23 Aug and Stocks 
Reservoir on 22 Sept.

American Golden Plover (right) with three Golden Plovers, Cockersand, 28 September (Gareth Hughes)
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LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius
Fairly common on passage. Scarce breeder.
The first was one at Aldcliffe on 18 March. The next at Alston Wetland on 22 March was 13 days 
earlier than the first return there in 2015. Singles were seen at Hapton, Burnley and Myerscough 
Quarry on 25 March and Brockholes the next day. One was at Charnock Richard 27 March. 
 The first to return to Seaforth appeared on 12 April, while the first at Lunt Meadows was on 
15 April; one pair was present at both sites. Birds at Seaforth failed in their breeding efforts but 
remained on site until 12 July. The Lunt pair displayed until 23 June and an adult and a juvenile were 
seen on 21-22 July then a juvenile 18 Aug and 1 Sept. Three were at Seaforth on 3 Sept.
 One was seen at Kew Old Tip, Southport 26 April, the same day that three arrived at MMWWT. 
A peak of five were at Brockholes on 30 April and 6 May but the species had a very poor year 
with only one juvenile seen there. Similarly at Delph Reservoir where high water levels precluded 
breeding this year. There was no breeding either at Belmont Reservoir – the first blank year there 
since 2009 – again due to high water levels. 
 Nine pairs nested on the Lune gravels at Arkholme, only two of which were successful, raising 
seven juveniles between them. 
 A pair was at Newton Marsh on 25 April with display noted on 17-19 May and three juveniles 
on 10-27 July. Three pairs were at Hesketh Out Marsh in June and one pair had two juveniles on 23 
July, and one pair bred at MMWWT. A pair at Buckshaw was noted with at least one young in June 
but another pair at Buckshaw industrial estate was predated by crows at the egg stage. Three pairs 
were at Springs/Dingle Reservoirs with one pair fledging two juveniles from a brood of four and 
another pair failing at the egg stage. Three pairs bred successfully on the (drained) Sunnyhurst Hey 
Reservoir site. A territorial pair at Burnley Bridge Business Park deserted on 8 May due to public 
disturbance. 
 Two migrants flew through Marton Mere on 6 Aug and a juvenile was at Ightenhill Bridge on the 
7th. Alston Wetland had an adult and juvenile on 12 Aug and a single on the 16th. Up to three were 
at Crimbles, Fylde on 28-31 Aug and singles at Marshside on 4 Sept and Knott End on the 15th. One 
on the Eric Morecambe complex on 21-23 August was followed by the last in the county this year, 
again at the Eric Morecambe complex on 18 Sept.

LAPWING Vanellus vanellus
Abundant but decreasing winter visitor, passage migrant and breeder.
International importance: 20000. National importance: 6200.
Monthly peak counts
 Jan  Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
MBS WeBS 22051 5590 406 87 52 193 2659 1319 4859 4524 11441 11831
Ribble WeBS 9338 2263 1148 185 223 55 799 1160 966 999 7301 11585
MMWWT 2500 2000 500 / 20 397 577 / 2635 2000 / /
Marshside 1500 800         300 2000
Lunt Meadows 4500 2500 150 47 26 70 280 600 600 1000 240 250

Winter flocks at Arkholme on the upper Lune included 1620 on 30 Jan and 1750 on 12 Feb. Up to 
500 birds moved between the flooded fields at Bretherton Eyes and Croston Moss during January, 
Bashall Town Flood Pool had a peak of 660 on 9 Jan, 530 were at Withgill on 28 Jan and 1000 were at 
Cheetall Farm, Edisford on 31 Jan. Many smaller flocks were reported across the county in winter.
 The first displaying birds were at Alston Wetland on 2 April. 
 At Withnell Fold at least three pairs had produced a minimum of seven chicks by 8 May, although 
there were several more pairs in the area which probably also had young; the young from three pairs 
are thought to have fallen victim to silage harvesting on fields between Withnell Fold and Brindle. 
 Twenty six territories were noted around Belmont Reservoir in the breeding season but some 
regular fields were unoccupied due to lack of rush-control; the first young were seen on 15 May with 
15+ broods present in mid-June; 14 pairs bred on another section of in-bye near Belmont following 
effective rush-control. The breeding season was clearly more productive than 2015 with post-
breeding flocks later containing good numbers of juveniles, albeit a flock of 50 failed/non-breeders 
had formed by 5 June. Breeding on moorland blanket-bog was widespread in the central West 
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Pennine Moors, including 13 pairs (including nine on mown fire breaks) on North Belmont Moor, 
six pairs on Rivington Moor/Winter Hill, 13 on Withnell Moor (three pairs on blanket bog and ten on 
adjacent in-bye) and Nine to eleven territories on and around Hoddlesden Moss. 
 All of the ten pairs that nested in maize fields at Arkholme failed.
 Coastal breeding was under-reported this year, although wo pairs nested on gravel by the drive-
in cinema north Liverpool Pier Head. Twelve pairs bred at Brockholes and 35 pairs at MMWWT.
 Early post-breeding gatherings included 731 at Stocks Reservoir on 27 July, 682 at Arkholme was 
on 6 Aug, 459 at Brockholes on 11 Aug, and later in autumn 255 at Whitemoor Reservoir on 1 Oct, 300 
at Croston Moss on 10 Oct and 405 at Stock Reservoir on the 21st.
 One observer commented that the species is rarely seen at Billinge Hill now and 42 through there 
on 13 Aug were the only birds all year. 
 Daytime rooftop roosting was again noted from central Burnley with up to 30 on Tesco’s in the 
early winter period and up to 175 there on 20 Oct; birds return from the fields at about seven in the 
morning and depart again at twilight. 
 In the West Pennine Moors, there were 385 in the Belmont area on 17 Dec.

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus
Common passage migrant, especially in spring.
International importance: 6100 (islandicus), 2300 (phaeopus). 

A wintering bird was on the Wyre Estuary at Stanah on 15 March and one, possibly the same, was 
at Barnaby’s Sands on 18 Dec.
 One at Cockersand on 3 April was earlier than usual but no more were seen until two at 
Barnaby’s Sands on the 9th and Ridge Farm, Pilling on the 11th, after which sightings became regular 
throughout much of the west of the county.
 The Brockholes roosts were unexceptional this year, peaking at 130 on 2 May, while those at 
Barnacre Reservoirs were quite typical. Rather more were seen on the Ribble Marshes in 2016 but 
that may have been on account of more comprehensive coverage. The largest roost not included 
above was 144 at Barnaby’s Sands on 8 May.
 Feeding flocks included 60 at Croston on 26 April, 70 at Charnock Richard the next day, 80 at 
Eccleston on the 28th and 144 on Formby Moss on 1 May. 
 The spring passage was spent by mid-May and a typically modest autumn began in the first 
week of July. Heysham recorded 45 bird-days between 3 July and 17 Aug, while Brockholes saw only 
one, on 9 Aug. Inland migrants were at Alston Wetland on 6, 24 & 29 July, Parsonage Reservoir on 5 
July and Stocks and Rivington Reservoirs on 23 Aug. 

CURLEW Numenius arquata
Abundant winter and breeding bird.
International importance: 8500. National importance: 1400.
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Ribble WeBS 581 564 808 488 50 43 458 742 507 796 708 783
MBS WeBS 8560 3205 4259 1366 149 174 2344 1965 7436 4867 1577 4881
Alt WeBS 941 1095 905 351 8 21 1041 915 1329 1003 399 349
Mersey WeBS* 123   12 107  / / / 59 2 49 194 89  148 
* Liverpool only

Evening Roost Counts  27 April 3 May
Barnacre Res   506 450
Brockholes   102 79
Alston Wetland  56 66
Grimsargh Wetland  64 77
Longton Marsh  206 293
Clifton Marsh  262 387
Freckleton Naze  5 /

Langthwaite Res  1 0
Wenning Foot  46 /
Staynall  59 1
Windy Harbour  85 1
Barns Fold Res.  40 0
Hightown  42 2
Chipping Moss  / 100

Total  1474 1475
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Although numbers wintering on the Alt have remained relatively stable this century they have fallen 
markedly on our two other estuaries, producing an overall county decline of 33% since 2000. Autumn 
passage (August-September) has shrunk by a similar margin but it is rather more variable and this 
year’s September total on Morecambe Bay was the highest there since 2006.
 As usual, only small numbers wintered inland, where the spring passage began with a trickle 
in early February and peaked in mid-March, after which birds dispersed to breeding areas. A coor-
dinated roost count at seven inland sites on 10 March recorded 1750 birds, including 413 at Bashall 
Town, 335 at Barnacre Reservoirs, 210 at Grimsargh Wetland, 181 at Brockholes and 177 at Alston 
Wetland. Other large counts included 593 at Arkholme on 11 March and 540 at Grimsargh on 29 Feb, 
while the peak in the West Pennine Moors was 196 at Belmont Reservoir on 19 March.
 Reports of breeding were predictably sparse but came from 22 sites in east Lancashire including 
seven pairs on Boulsworth Hill, five on Worsthorne Moor and six in the Chorley area. RSPB again 
monitored 32 farms in Bowland in 2016, detecting 151 breeding pairs; numbers have shown a modest 
increase since 2011, bucking the national trend of rapid decline.
 Surveys of sample plots on the West Pennine Moors located six pairs on Darwen Moor (1km²), 
four on Belmont Moor (1km²), 17 on Anglezarke Moor (7km²), three on Winter Hill (1km²), eight on 
Withnell Moor (2km²), five on Turton Moor (1.5km²), three on Longworth Moor (0.5km²) and two on 
Turton Heights ((1km²). In addition, four pairs bred adjacent to Belmont Reservoir and there were 
five or six territories on Hoddlesden/Aushaw Mosses.
 On the coastal plain breeding was proven or probable at Wrightington, Carnforth Marshes and 
four sites in the Pilling/Cockerham area, including three at Eagland Hill.

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

14000

2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016

Peak counts of wintering Curlews in Lancashire & North Merseyside
(5-year rolling means), 1999/2000 to 2015/2016

Lancashire MBS Ribble Alt

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosa
Abundant passage migrant and winter visitor. Rare breeder.
International importance: 470. National importance: 430.
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 77 2420 879 3113 122 2 13 7 92 1773 1353 1099
EMC / 680 245 1550 800 147 150 24 1560 1650 220 370
Ribble WeBS 3903 1553 964 779 32 4 735 994 2770 624 3009 1857
Marshside 5000 3000 320 350 277 160 400 2300 1320 900 1000 2003
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MMWWT 453 827 150 / 29 29 / 250 28 34 100 24
Seaforth (Alt) 24 64 62 65 2 14 175 193 217 30 20 20

The highest count on the Lancashire section of the Mersey Estuary was 167 at Oglet on 25 March; 
fairly typical numbers were seen on the Morecambe Bay and Ribble WeBS counts, and at the Eric 
Morecambe complex and Marshside.
 Blackwits are regular spring and autumn migrants inland these days albeit usually in small 
numbers. This year’s largest flocks were 43 at Bretherton Eyes on 21 March, 17 at Brockholes on 16 
July and 14 at Belmont Reservoir on 30 April.
 Nominate subspecies birds were on the traditional breeding site of Newton Marsh from 17 April 
with two males and three females there on the 26th, but there was no confirmation of breeding.

BAR-TAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica
Abundant passage migrant and winter visitor
International importance: 1200. National importance: 380.
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 1456 730 1883 118 21  0 4 0  146 819 746 1805
Ribble WeBS 25 73 1 0 200 5 42 4 158 1514 311 482
Alt WeBS 5030 7200 1 46 446 17 4920 4420 4054 3998 2969 1440

Typical numbers were registered on all three estuaries with the Alt, which is mainly used as a high 
tide roost by birds feeding on North Wirral Shore, predominant as usual.
 The very low numbers seen in June indicated an almost complete lack of first-summer birds, 
presumably because the species suffered a poor breeding season in 2015.
 Bar-tailed Godwits are rarely seen at any distance inland and the only records this year were 
singles at Brockholes Wetland on 2 May and Alston Wetland on 28-29 April and 3-7 May.

TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres
Common passage migrant and winter visitor
International importance: 1500. National importance: 480
Monthly Peak Counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Ribble WeBS  95 30 55 98 105 0 38 106 209 156 64 86
Alt WeBS  30 5 0 27 22 0 0 2 9 1 7 0
MBS WeBS 578 480 299 395 28  0 7 266 183 410 425 424
Lytham 95 30 143 180 150 0 38 402 207 155 64 86
Fleetwood 420 250 180 240 62 0 43 230 240 225 230 225
Cockersand 167 139 146 27 4 0 3 14 65 66 30 72

Small numbers were seen on the Liverpool banks of the Mersey Estuary during both winter periods, 
the largest count being 40 at Cressington on 5 March.
 The only birds seen inland were singles at Brockholes on 3 May and Stocks Reservoir on the 9th, 
increasing to four the following day, and three at MMWWT on the 11th.

KNOT Calidris canutus
Abundant winter visitor and passage migrant to coasts. Uncommon inland.
International importance: 4500. National importance: 3200.
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 4163 9456 10370 4994 83 2 186 613 2506 7019 3778 8280
Ribble WeBS 915 7714 6575 3120 11692 354 300 305 3513 9062 11660 14678
Alt WeBS 24000 15055 75 1301 1601 3540 7202 9825 9575 9801 24000 20000
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Although Lancashire remains one of the key British areas for Knot and each of our three main 
estuaries are of international importance in their own right, numbers have crashed during this 
century, suffering a fall of more than 50%.
 A count of 8500 on Preesall Sands on 7 Feb was missed during the Morecambe Bay WeBS counts. 
A coordinated high water count between birders on the North Wirral Shore, Formby Point and 
Ainsdale on 15 Dec confirmed what has long been known, that birds feeding in Wirral cross the 
Mersey Mouth to roost in North Merseyside; 22000 were at Hightown and Cabin Hill that day and 
7000 at Ainsdale.
 As with Bar-tailed Godwits summering numbers on the Alt and elsewhere were very low.

A tangle of Knots, Seaforth, 15 September (Steve Young)
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 This remains a very scarce species at any distance inland: two were at Alston Wetland on 13 
March, one or two were seen at MMWWT during May and one at Stocks Reservoir on the 11-13th, 
and autumn singles were at Lunt Meadows on 5 Aug and Rishton Reservoir on 29 Oct.

RUFF Calidris pugnax
Fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor. Rare breeder. 
International importance: 10000. National importance: 50.
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MMWWT 69 64 80 30 13 4 6 40 41 50 48 63
EMC/LM 1 3 4 6 12 0 1 1 9 1 / /
S Ribble marshes / 12 / 26 26 15 8 20 16 14 3 1

Unusually, there were few records in the Fylde in the first winter period, just two at Glasson in 
January and one at Lathwaite on 11 Feb. Other early year records included 18 on fields at Bretherton 
Eyes on 12 Jan, and up to two at Croston between 14 Feb and 30 April. Three at Dockacres on 21 Jan 
with one there on 26 March were the only other birds seen away from the main sites. 
 Spring passage was almost a non-event with singles at Seaforth on 12-12 May, Stocks Reservoir 
on the 17th and four at Lunt Meadows on the 25th the only reports; two were at Brockholes on 2-5 
June and one at Seaforth on the 4th.
 Five males and a female were lekking on Newton Marsh from 7-11 May, and up to 26 males 
were displaying to five females at Marshside from late May to mid-June. Contrary to last year’s 
report, lekking did also take place at Marshside in 2015 between 23 April and 4 May, involving a 
maximum of 51 males and five females. There was no confirmation of breeding anywhere on the 
Ribble Marshes in either year.
 An unspectacular autumn passage, consisting largely of juveniles, got underway in mid-August. 
Birds were reported from around 30 sites in the Fylde, with the largest counts six at Lathwaite on 31 
Aug, Cockerham Marsh on 20 Sept and Fairhaven on 27 Aug, and five at Cocker’s Dyke on 17 Sept 
and 9 Oct and Cockersand on the 17th. Few were reported elsewhere away from the main sites: two 
at Seaforth in August with one on 28 Nov, singles at Rivington and Arkholme in mid-August; three 
at Lunt Meadows in August with singles in September and October, and two at Alston Wetland and 
one at Brownhill Reservoir in September. Two were at Mythop from 12 Dec.

BROAD-BILLED SANDPIPER 
Calidris falcinellus
Vagrant.
One on the shore at Marshside on 8 May 
(P Stanfield, E Smith) was the tenth county 
record but only the second this century, the 
previous being one at Cockersand on 15 
May 2006. The record has been accepted by 
the BBRC. All Lancashire’s birds have been 
present for one day only.

CURLEW SANDPIPER  
Calidris ferruginea
Fairly common passage migrant.
The only April records were at Marshside on the 23rd and 27th and Hesketh Out Marsh on the 24th. 
Sixteen or so in May from eight sites completed the spring passage; singles during June at Seaforth, 
Lunt Meadows, MMWWT and Hesketh Out Marsh were perhaps more likely to have been non-
breeding birds.
 Adults at Seaforth on 30 July and Hesketh Out Marsh the next day marked the start of autumn 
passage, during which more than 300, mostly juveniles, passed through with the last at the Eric 
Morecambe complex on 10 Nov. The largest gatherings were 17 at Hightown on 25 Aug, 20 at 

Broad-billed Sandpiper with Dunlin, Marshside, 8 May 
(Peter Stanfield)
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Sunderland Point on the 31st, 19 on Banks Marsh on 6 Sept and 16 at Hesketh Out Marsh on the 
12th.
 One on the Lune at Arkholme on 14 Oct was the only record at any distance inland.

TEMMINCK’S STINT* Calidris temminckii
Scarce passage migrant.
A juvenile on at Marshside on 12 Aug was the only record (B McCarthy, D Rothwell, P Thomason).

SANDERLING Calidris alba
Abundant passage migrant and common winter visitor.
International importance: 1200. National importance: 160.
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 220 115 125 180 212 0 16 226 155 240 160 180
Ribble WeBS 482 398 543 660 1575 1 50 17 521 552 331 225
Alt WeBS  742 1150 12 1164 2215 0 3431 2678 1084 802 604 607

Some large roosts were missed by the Ribble WeBS counts: 1250 at St Anne’s on 7 May, 1000 at 
Southport on 21 July, 2500 at Ainsdale on 30 July and 1200 at Lifeboat Road, Formby on 13 Sept.
 Inland records came from MMWWT with one on 11 May, Stocks Reservoir two on 17 May and 
one on the 21st, and singles at Alston Wetland on the 22nd and Brockholes on the 26th.

DUNLIN Calidris alpina
Abundant passage migrant and winter visitor. Scarce breeding bird.
International importance: 9500 (schinzii); 13300 (alpina). National importance: 3500.
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 5362 4731 3120 1234 4895 /  713 699 1715 3388 1983 4765
Ribble WeBS 8709 6253 9774 1011 29278 213 9517 9093 7921 5098 9979 18492
Alt WeBS 2110 2023 29 2843 3901 6 4675 3335 955 1062 2946 826
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After a resurgence of both passage and wintering Dunlins from the late 2000s numbers of both have 
plummeted in recent years – on passage by around 33% since the late 1990s and in winter by more 
than half in the same period. Although still present in internationally important numbers on the 
Ribble during both seasons, the largest flocks as now generally seen during passage movements, 
predominantly in spring. 
 Breeding information was thin on the ground with single pairs on two sites in the West Pennine 
Moors and one on Boulsworth Hill the only reports.
 Small numbers were seen at a variety of inland sites throughout the year but mostly during 
passage periods. Peak site counts included 40 at MMWWT on 15 Aug, 15 at Brockholes on 3 May 
with eight on 4 Sept, 13 at Alston Wetland on 2 May, ten at Stocks Reservoir on 5 May and nine at 
Lunt Meadows on 13 July.

PURPLE SANDPIPER Calidris maritima
Rare winter visitor.
As is almost always the case these days Purple Sandpipers were recorded at just three sites.
 Unusually, none wintered at Heysham at either end of the year but singles were with Turnstones 
there on 14, 17 & 22 April.
 One was at Blackpool North Shore from 2015 until at least the end of January. A juvenile was at 
Starr Gate on 20-22 Aug but no more were seen until the beginning of November and up to four were 
at North Shore until the end of the year.
 Further north on the Fylde coast, one and occasionally two were at Fleetwood from the turn of 
the year until 21 April but only one was seen in the second half of the year, on 18 Dec.

LITTLE STINT Calidris minuta
Fairly common passage migrant. Scarce winter visitor.
Singles at Conder Green/Glasson from 18 Jan to 24 April with perhaps the same bird there from 2 Oct 
until at least 19 Dec, and at various sites on the south Ribble marshes from mid-November until the 
end of December were the only winter records.
 The first of a typically sparse spring migration was at Marshside on 23 April and two there 
until the 30th were, with the exception of the long-staying bird on the Lune, the only April records. 
Singles were seen on six sites during May up to the 27th, including inland records at Alston Wetland. 
MMWWT and Lunt Meadows.
 The next were at Teal Bay on 24 July and Seaforth on 6-7 Aug, but no more were seen until 
mid-month, after which migrants flooded through with more than 80 recorded, the overwhelming 
majority of them juveniles, until the first days of October. 
 Few counts this year involved more than two birds and the largest gatherings were seven on the 
Eric Morecambe complex on 10 Sept, six on Banks Marsh on 23 Aug and four at Cockerham on 29-31 
Aug.
 Most inland autumn records were as usual at MMWWT with a peak of three on 13 Sept; the only 
other was one at Lunt Meadows on 9-13 Aug.

WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER* Calidris fuscicollis
Vagrant.
An adult on Banks Marsh on 23 Aug (C Bushell) was the county’s 16th record.

PECTORAL SANDPIPER* Calidris melanotos
Rare passage migrant.
An early bird flew over Alston Wetland on 29 July (G Thomas). A juvenile was at Lunt Meadows on 
15 Sept (AJ Conway, D Hardaker) and probably the same bird at MMWWT the next day until 2 Oct. 
Another long-staying juvenile was at Marshside and Crossens from 17-27 Sept.



Lancashire Bird Report 201650

COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos
Common passage migrant, fairly common breeding bird. Scarce in winter.
Singles from 2015 were at Little Singleton on 1 Jan, and at Conder Green/Glasson and Myerscough 
Quarry until early April. The only other winter records were what was presumably a returning bird 
at Myerscough Quarry on 27 Dec and one at Clowbridge Reservoir on the 31st.
 The first back in the breeding areas were two in the Langden Valley on the early date of 7 March; 
they were followed by one at Heysham on the 23rd. A couple of weeks elapsed before the next, 
singles at Adlington Reservoir on 9 April and Seaforth, Dinckley and Brockholes on the 12th. After 
that birds were seen throughout the county until migration largely ceased around mid-May. Peak 
spring counts away from breeding sites included eight on Longton Marsh and five at MMWWT and 
Marshside. Up to ten were at Brockholes in late spring but it is not known how many bred there. One 
was in Liverpool’s Sefton Park on 4 May – an unusual but fairly regular inner-city site.
 Breeding was widespread throughout east Lancashire while in the West Pennine Moors a record 
six pairs bred at Delph Reservoir, three pairs at Belmont Reservoir and single pairs at Springs and 
Dingle Reservoirs. One pair probably bred on the Douglas at Adlington.
 As always autumn passage was larger and more protracted than in spring, the first definite 
migrant one at Seaforth on 25 June. Most were seen in July – including 47 at Arkholme on 25 July 
– and the first few weeks of August but records were still regular in September and a few dribbled 
through in early October. The last migrant was at Dilworth Reservoir in east Lancashire on 1 Nov.

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus
Fairly common on passage, especially autumn. Scarce winter visitor.
There is a strong suspicion that Green Sandpipers are wintering in the county rather more frequently, 
albeit in quite small numbers. Brockholes produced the largest numbers this year with up to seven 
there in January and one or two remaining until the end of March; up to four were there from 
October until the end of the year. 
 On the Fylde twos were at Conder Green during January and Little Singleton from 2015 until 28 
March, and singles at Wrampool on 20 Jan and Singleton on 5 Feb. During the second winter period 
two were at Glasson on 11 Nov, one at Carr House Green Common on the 13th and two at Pilling 
Lane Ends on 18 Dec, while two were again at Little Singleton throughout the whole of December. 
Two were at Arkholme from 2015 with one remaining until 3 April with four there on 14 Dec and at 
least two to the end of the year.
 Away from these regular wintering sites one was at Eccleston from 1 Jan until 23 March with 
two there from August to the end of the year, and another was at Arley NR, also in Chorley, during 
both winter periods. Singles at Skirden Beck (where wintering records go back to at least the 1960s) 
on 29 Feb and Dilworth Reservoir on 4-11 Nov and two at Sawley on 13 Nov were the only winter 
records in east Lancashire, and two near Bickerstaffe the sole representative in the south-west. In 
north Lancashire one was reported on the Eric Morecambe complex on 22 Jan with one or two there 
on 14-24 Feb and likely one of these at Carnforth Slag Tips on 2 Feb and 17 April; one was on the 
Lune at The Snab on 22 Nov.
 Only nine spring migrants were recorded, all during April except singles on Hesketh Out Marsh 
on 2 May and at Brockholes on 10 June; the largest count was four at Little Singleton on 19 April. 
 The first returning migrants appeared in early July but the passage movement did not really get 
underway until the last weeks of the month and throughout August and September, petering out 
in October. Birds were seen throughout the county but with the usual heavy concentration in the 
coastal plain; most records were of ones or twos but eight were at Arkholme on 14 Aug and four at 
MMWWT on 20-27 July and 8 Aug, and Aldcliffe on 2 Aug.
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SPOTTED REDSHANK Tringa erythropus
Fairly common passage migrant.
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
EMC/LM 0 0 1 3 0 1 2 5 4 2 0 0
Conder/Glasson 2 1 1 4 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1
Hesketh Out Marsh 1 4 4 3 1 1 1 2 9 2 2 2

There were additional records of single wintering birds at Barnaby’s Sands during January, Lytham 
St Anne’s in November and Thurnham and Warton Bank on December.
 After three spring migrants, at Longton Marsh on 3 May, Barnaby’s Sands on 5 June and 
MMWWT on the 15th, it was almost two months before the first autumn arrivals, two on Fleetwood 
Marsh on 24 July. Coastal one-day singles followed in August at Lytham, Nateby, Heysham and 
Marshside, and in September at Sunderland Point, Heysham, Skippool Creek, Lytham and Warton 
Marsh. Two were at Marshside on 5-9 Sept and one on the 19-25th, while one at Parsonage Reservoir 
on 4 Sept was the only record of the year at any distance from the coast. 
 The last migrants were singles at Aldcliffe on 6 Oct, Marshside the following day and Teal Bay 
on the 16th.

GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia
Fairly common on passage, especially in autumn. Scarce in winter.
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
EMC/LM/JBP 1 1 1 2 2 2 16 12 26 19 2 2
Aldcliffe 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 5 2 1 0 0
Conder/Glasson 1 0 0 4 2 0 4 10 9 4 0 0
Little Singleton 1 2 1 0 1 0 2 1 1 / 2 1
Hesketh Out Marsh / 1 / 1 3 1 4 14 15 2 1 2

Two were at Arkholme on 16 Jan and one on 18 Feb with two there in December. Apart from these 
and those in the table together with one at The Snab during December, all winter records came from 
various sites on the Wyre Estuary with at least five there during the early year and at least two in 
November and December.
 Spring passage got underway in April; in addition to sites in the table with singles Seaforth and 
Brockholes on the 12th, Heysham on the 17th, MMWWT on the 29th and Hambleton Marsh the next 
day. Twenty or so appeared during May at a similar range of sites, including four at Alston Wetland 
on the 10th. 
 None was seen after late May until the first autumn migrants arrived in the first week of July. 
In addition to those in the table 50 or more passed through in July, closer to 100 in August, 80+ in 
September and 30 or so in October, with November records at Bank End on the 13th and Jenny 
Brown’s Point on the 29th. The largest counts were twelve on Freckleton/Newton Marshes on 18 Sept 
with eleven there on 3 Oct, and ten at Skippool Creek on 17 July. All but a small handful were on the 
coast, exceptions including singles at Adlington Reservoir on 15 Sept and Alston Wetland on 18-19 
Aug, and two at Parsonage Reservoir on 18 Aug.

WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa glareola
Uncommon passage migrant.
With the exception of one at Alston Wetland on 5 May all spring records came from south of the 
Ribble: singles at Lunt Meadows on 11 May and Marshside on the 15th & 25th, and two at MMWWT 
on 19-20 June.
 A juvenile was on Hesketh Out Marsh on 21 July but no more arrived until singles at Bank End 
on 5 Aug and Marshside the following day. Another 16 were reported during August, including an 
unusual multiple sighting of four juveniles on the Lune at The Snab on the 19-20th; five in September 
included one over Hic Bibi on the 15th and the last was on Hesketh Out Marsh on 11 Oct.
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REDSHANK Tringa totanus
Abundant passage and winter visitor. Fairly common breeding bird.
International importance: 2800. National importance: 1200.
Monthly Peak Counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 5517 3708 3232 1380 54 124 1115 1308 2920 3634 2920 3180
Ribble WeBS 308 335 1038 1150 180 44 120 1363 481 529 644 1133
EM complex 122 800 35 680 14 52 61 500 480 325 50
Alt WeBS 460 479 486 455 15 1 409 560 486 641 535 798
Seaforth 300 550 420 400 14 79 250 390 370 340 245 295
Mersey WeBS* 190 160 524 / 1 / / 120 86 401 280 155
* Liverpool only

Although the county’s wintering Redshank population has exhibited some fluctuations over the 
past 20 or more years it now appears to have been in steady decline in the past decade with numbers 
down around 20% this century. This fall is entirely accounted for by reductions on the Ribble and 
Alt Estuaries and the combined total of this SPA currently only marginally exceeds the threshold for 
international importance.
 As usual, very few were present anywhere inland during either winter period but birds began to 
move back towards upland breeding areas at the end of February and most had done so by the end 
of March.
 Few reports of breeding were received from east Lancashire; it was described as probable at 
Alston and Grimsargh Wetlands (possibly three pairs) and at Burholme Bridge (two pairs), and was 
confirmed between Langden and Burholme Bridges and at Upper Coldwell Reservoir. In the central 
West Pennine Moors four pairs bred at Belmont Reservoir and another on moorland, with probably 
one near Dingle Reservoir. The 32 farms monitored by RSPB in Bowland produced a total of 21 pairs, 
marginally down on last year’s total.
 We have a somewhat fuller picture of the breeding situation in the lowlands, where 51 pairs bred 
on the RSPB Morecambe Bay Reserve, 18 pairs at MMWWT and seven at Brockholes – but no infor-
mation was received from any of the Ribble Marshes. A pair was briefly displaying at Lunt Meadows 
but did not breed.
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JACK SNIPE Lymnocryptes minimus
Fairly common, though overlooked, passage migrant and winter visitor.
It is next to impossible to comment accurately on the status of Jack Snipe as any attempt to describe 
either distribution or numbers is heavily influenced by observer coverage of this cryptic species. 
However, outside of ‘atlas years’ coverage probably does not change hugely year by year so the 
rudimentary statistics should pick up any significant annual changes.
 Records were received from 36 sites in the first winter period and 29 in the second – at least 46 
sites throughout the year compared with 60+ in 2015.
 Most were singles or occasionally twos, the largest counts being nine on Fairhaven beach on 10 
March, eight at Cabin Hill on 16 Jan, seven at the FAUNA reserve on 7 March, five at Alston Wetland 
on 30 Oct and four at Ocean Edge, Heysham in December.
 The last of spring was at Low Moor, Clitheroe on 25 April and the first returning bird at Lunt 
Meadows on 9 Oct. 

WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola
Common winter visitor and fairly common breeder.
During the two winters birds were reported from 22 sites in the Fylde Bird Club area, from 26 sites in 
east Lancashire, about 20 in north Lancashire, one in Rossendale, ten in the Chorley area and a dozen 
or so in the south-west – as usual undoubtedly a huge under-representation.
 The largest counts were flushed during shoots in the West Pennine Moors: 21 on Hoddlesden 
Moss in January, 16+ at Belmont on 23 Jan and 12 Nov with 20 there on 26 Nov and twelve on 27 Dec. 
Elsewhere, six were at Whitewell on 10 March and four at Stocks Reservoir on 15 March and Moor 
Piece on 5 Dec.
 Roding or presence in the breeding season was reported from Leighton Moss, Delph Plantations 
White Coppice, Moor Piece, Stocks Reservoir and Whalley, roding was noted at Moor Piece and 
Stocks Reservoir and Gorse Hill NR; as usual none was reported in the Fylde during this season.

SNIPE Gallinago gallinago
Common but declining wintering and breeding bird.
Grove Lane Marsh, which has for many years been the county’s most important site for wintering 
Snipe, has been partly destroyed and this year’s peak counts of 74 on 24 Feb and 64 on 21 Dec were 
far below what we have come to expect.
 However, some other sites reported good numbers, most spectacularly 363 at Glasson on 30 Oct 
with over 100 still there on 2 Nov. Other counts of 100 or more came from Cockerham and Eagland 
Hill ( 200 at the end of October), MMWWT (170 on 26 Sept), the FAUNA reserve (153 on 7 March 
and 106 on 5 Dec), Cockersand (80 on 29 Nov), Heysham (106 on 12 Dec), and Brockholes (100 
in September). Other notable counts included 78 on Hoddlesden Moss in January, 73 on the Eric 
Morecambe complex on 10 Sept, 71 at Mythop on 22 Dec, 60 on Belmont Moor on 7 Oct, 56 at Alston 
Wetland on 27 Aug, 54 at Marshside on 31 Oct and 50 at Parsonage Reservoir during September.
 Breeding was reported in the Chorley recording area from Withnell Moor, around Belmont 
Reservoir (10 ‘pairs’), Hoddlesden/Aushaw Moss (7 displaying) and an additional 24 ‘drummers’ 
on in-bye fields and moorland elsewhere in the West Pennine Moors, where successful breeding was 
recorded on two sites.
 In east Lancashire probable or possible breeding reports came from Alston, Chipping Moss, 
Croasdale, Champion Moor, Clitheroe, Low Moor, Gisburn Forest, Green Pike, Low Fell, New 
Laithe Farm Newton, Skirden Beck, Stocks Reservoir, Swinden Reservoir, Twiston Moor and White 
Greet. Forty seven ‘pairs’ were located on the 32 RSPB-monitored farms in Bowland, at a slightly 
lower density than 2015 but significantly higher than in 2011. A displaying bird at Abbeystead was 
the only other breeding season report received from north Lancashire.
 An influx of up to 22 birds was reported from MMWWT during the breeding season but there 
was no confirmed evidence of breeding.
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POMARINE SKUA Stercorarius pomarinus
Uncommon passage migrant.

Morecambe Bay
Coverage was below average at Heysham and non-existent at the other previously well-recorded 
site at Jenny Brown’s Point. All records were light morph adults off Heysham: one on 13 May, two 
together on 15 May and a single on the following day.
 There were no autumn records.
Liverpool Bay
One was off Formby on 16 Jan. 
 All spring sightings were off the Fylde coast: one on 25 April, two together on 30 April, a flock of 
three on 12 May and a flock of three late birds on 13 June that were watched flying into the bay from 
Rossall. Unusually, there was no overlap with Heysham sightings. 
 There was a midsummer sighting of a light morph adult from a gas rig 22 miles west of the Fylde 
coast on 7 July. A light morph adult was off Formby on 27 Aug and an adult was reported flying past 
Ainsdale on 29 Sept.

ARCTIC SKUA Stercorarius parasiticus
Fairly common passage migrant with rapid transit in spring and many lingering during prolonged 
autumn passage. Rare in winter.

Morecambe Bay
See observer effort comment under Pomarine Skua. At Heysham the first was on 6 April, then one on 
20 April with the remaining ten on five dates between 3 and 20 May, peaking at three on 11 May. 
 The only autumn record was a juvenile off Heysham on 29 Sept, 
Liverpool Bay
Unusually, all records from the Fylde were between 5 April and 3 May and there was a minimum of 
23 unduplicated sightings from various vantage points. The lack of records thereafter in May is very 
puzzling, especially as nearly all the Heysham sightings, of birds approaching from Rossall, were on 
or after 3 May. No spring records south of the Ribble could be located.
 In autumn, the Fylde coast saw a minimum of 32 between 2 July and 17 Oct with most of these 
before the end of September. By far the largest numbers of the year, however, were seen from Formby 
Point with 16-22 milling/passing south on 3 Aug and clear-cut counts of five on 6 Aug, eight on 7 
Aug, four on 21 Aug, seven on 27 Aug and four on 4 Sept. Other Sefton Coast records were two in the 
Mersey Mouth on 7 Aug, two at Hightown on 15 Aug, two at Crosby on 16 Aug, two off Marshside 
on 20 Aug, one at Ainsdale on 2 Sept and two adults at Birkdale on 3 Sept.

LONG-TAILED SKUA Stercorarius longicaudus
A juvenile was at Ainsdale on 20 Aug (J Tymon). Remarkably, the only other record was inland: a 
dark-morph juvenile over Alston Reservoirs on 12 Sept (G Thomas).

GREAT SKUA (BONXIE) Stercorarius skua
Fairly common passage migrant.

Morecambe Bay
There was just the one on spring passage at Heysham, on 3 May, while in autumn the only record 
was of two separate birds heading south on 29 Sept.
Liverpool Bay
During the first winter period one was at Rossall on 31 Jan and presumably the same off the Blackpool 
North Shore on 6 Feb and on Hesketh Out Marsh on 7 Feb. 
 Spring passage off Blackpool saw one on 18 April and two on the 30th, while in autumn there 
were singles off Blackpool on 1 and 30 Sept and on Banks Marsh on 15 Sept.
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PUFFIN* Fratercula arctica
Scarce passage migrant. 
Only one description was submitted, a single off Blackpool on 7 May (S Dunstan), although there 
were reports of two others off the Fylde coast in May and June.

BLACK GUILLEMOT Cepphus grylle
Scarce passage migrant; rare winter visitor. Amber List (Species of European Conservation Concern).
Singles were seen off Blackpool on 4 April, 26 Aug and 27 Nov, and two off Rossall on 9 April and 
Formby Point on 20 May.

RAZORBILL Alca torda
Common passage migrant; uncommon winter visitor.
Small numbers were seen regularly off the Sefton and Fylde coasts throughout the winter months 
and during passage periods. 
 Most counts in the Fylde came from Blackpool with disappointing peaks there of ten on 18 July, 
16 on 13 Sept and 14 on 12 Dec. Numbers were generally similar off the Sefton Coast but with the 
exception of 113 there on 20 May.

GUILLEMOT Uria aalge
Common passage migrant; uncommon winter visitor.
One hundred and forty eight past Formby Point on 18 Sept was the only large count of the year. 
 Winter and passage counts off Blackpool were almost all in low single figures with 54 on 17 May 
and 104 on the 20th the only exceptions. One or two at Heysham in January and February, May, July, 
September and November were the only records in north Lancashire.

Juvenile Long-tailed Skua, Ainsdale, 20 August (John Tymon)
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UNIDENTIFIED LARGE AUKS 
A hundred off Ainsdale shore on 18 Sept was the year’s only significant record.

LITTLE TERN Sternula albifrons
Fairly common passage migrant on coasts, rare inland. 

A typical year on the coast began with singles at Rossall Point on 20 & 29 April and 1 & 4 May. Five 
off Blackpool also on 4 May were the last of spring on the Fylde coast, while one at Heysham on the 
3rd was the only record in north Lancashire for the year.
 The Sefton Coast produced twos at Cabin Hill on 4 May, Seaforth on 11 May with one remaining 
until the 14th, and at Formby Point on the 20th.
 None appeared in June but the first back at Blackpool on 8 July was followed by further singles 
there on the 12th and 17th, at Rossall Point on the 22nd and Fairhaven on 5 Aug. Further south one 
was at Seaforth on 11 July, three at Formby Point on the 27th, increasing to six the following day, and 
two on 3 Aug, and finally one at Ainsdale on 1-2 Sept.
 One at MMWWT on 1 May was the only record inland.

WHITE-WINGED BLACK TERN*  
Chlidonias leucopterus
Vagrant
One was at MMWWT on 18 June (finder 
unknown) and a juvenile at Parsonage 
Reservoir on 4 Sept, later moving to Rishton 
Reservoir (J Bray).

BLACK TERN Chlidonias niger
Uncommon spring and autumn migrant. Usually 
more numerous and more coastal in autumn. 
Most northern records in spring.
The first of what turned into a good but brief 
spring influx was at Leighton Moss on 7 
May was followed the next day by singles at 
Blackpool, Rossall Point and Stocks Reservoir. 
Records became more widespread and numbers higher over the next few days with additional 
sightings at Seaforth, Eccleston Mere, Formby Point, Ainsdale, Marshside, MMWWT, Mere Sands 
Wood, Clifton Marsh, Lytham, Preston Dock, Brockholes, Alston Reservoirs and Heysham. This 
movement was largely spent by 14 May but there were later records at Rossall on the 16th and 

White-winged Black Tern, Rishton Reservoir, 
4th September (Mike Watson)

Little Tern with Sandwich Terns, Ainsdale, 2 September (Mark Nightingale)
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Seaforth on the 19th. It probably involved in excess of 100 birds; peak counts were 20 at Heysham 
on 9 May, 15 at Leighton Moss on the 9th and Preston Dock on the 11th and nine at Stocks Reservoir 
on the 12th.
 Autumn was a very much quieter affair. The first was at Brockholes on 19 Aug, four adults were 
at Seaforth on the 21st and four at Formby the next day, this small flurry of records ending with four 
at Heysham on the 21st and two on the 22nd with short-stayers on 25 Aug and 3 Sept. Singles were at 
MMWWT on 31 Aug, Ainsdale on 1 Sept and Seaforth on the 3rd, but there was a week’s gap before 
the next at Blackpool on the 11th, followed by singles at Rossall Point on the 16th and 25th with 
others at Alston Reservoirs and Brockholes on the same day. The last was at Brockholes on 30 Sept.

SANDWICH TERN Thalasseus sandvicensis
Common spring and autumn migrant on coasts, rare inland.

Morecambe Bay
The only spring birds were at Heysham where 54 flew past on 13 dates between 3 April and 9 May 
with a day peak of just 15 on 17 April. Only two were seen at Heysham in autumn, one on 7 July and 
an adult unusually loitering on the outfalls between 20 July and 22 Aug.
 Elsewhere in the bay the first migrants appeared off Knott End on 18 July and birds were seen 
regularly there and at other north Fylde sites until the last on 29 Sept. The largest numbers were in 
the period 29 July to 18 Aug during which there were peaks at Knott End of 156 on 29 July and 162 
on 2 Aug.
Liverpool Bay
Monthly Peak Counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Ribble WeBS 0 0 0 0 0 0 820 [1260] [2800] 0 0 0
Alt WeBS 0 0 0 7 2 2 1229 618 366 7 0 0
[Supplementary counts]

 Spring passage was heavier than further north. The earliest was at Seaforth on 3 April, after 
which there were regular single-figure counts in spring and until mid- June. It was generally a 
similar picture elsewhere but with peak spring counts off Blackpool of 42 on 19 April and 204 on 2 
May.

Part of the roost at Birkdale on 4 September. (Phil Smith)

 Returning Sandwich Terns began to arrive in mid-July but only in moderate numbers until 
unprecedented numbers began to appear on the Sefton Coast, far exceeding all previous county 
totals. The roosts on Birkdale, Ainsdale and Formby Point shores began to build up rapidly from 
late July, with regular counts of 600-700, and had grown to 1062 on 28 July, 1260 by 16 Aug and 2800 
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on 4 Sept, before declining into the hundreds a fortnight later. Liverpool Bay has always held large 
numbers but before this year almost all had roosted on Hilbre Island in the Wirral Dee. This year 1800 
had been on Hilbre on 28 Aug but only 500 remained on the 30th and numbers fell to double-figures 
at the beginning of September with a monthly peak of 300 there on the 7th. It is almost certain, then, 
that birds had shifted their roost site from Hilbre to Birkdale but why the traditional site should 
have been abandoned remains a mystery. The most obvious explanation might be the presence of an 
unusually plentiful food source closer to the Lancashire coast but we have no evidence for that.
 This gathering put numbers elsewhere in the bay into the shade but several three-figure counts 
were reported, including 164 at Fairhaven on 17 Aug with 450 there on 14 Sept, 250 feeding off 
Blackpool on 9 Sept with 354 on the 14th. The last were three at Blackpool on 1 Oct and five at 
Formby the next day.
Inland
There was just a single record, one at Brockholes on 29 July.

COMMON TERN Sterna hirundo
Abundant spring and autumn migrant. Scarce breeder on Ribble at Seaforth and inland. Regular cross-
Pennine migrant.

Morecambe Bay
Two arrived on the Conder Pool on 6 May and it seems likely that these birds went on to breed there 
on a shingle island, hatching three young and fledging two – the first successful breeding in north 
Lancashire for some years. 
 Elsewhere, it was almost a completely blank year: singles at Heysham on 9 May and 11 July, at 
Cockersand on 19 June and 18 July, and at Knott End on 24 & 29 July were the only records.
Liverpool Bay
Monthly Peak Counts 
 Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct 
Alt WeBS 1 205 366 588 1440 11 0
Seaforth 16 320 400 450 1300 460 0 

One at Formby Point on 11 April was the first anywhere in the county. The first at Seaforth appeared 
on 20 April but it was a couple of weeks before most birds arrived back, reaching 200 by 9 May and 
400 from mid-June. One hundred and seventy two pairs went on to nest, fledging 165 young (0.96 
per pair) – the best fledging rate since 2004. The post-breeding assembly reached 1100 on 3 Aug and 
1300 on the 17th, and stayed at that level for a fortnight before declining to 600 in the last week of 
August. The birds then moved out rapidly with the last seen on 29 Sept.
 Up to 14 were on Hesketh Out Marsh during May and at least one pair bred successfully; no 
information was received from Banks or Longton Marshes although some were present on both 
sites.
 Large counts elsewhere included 500 at Birkdale with Sandwich Terns on 7 Sept, 450 at Cabin 
Hill on 6 Aug and 53 at Blackpool on 14 May.
Inland
The first arrived at Preston Dock on 1 May, numbers rising to 159 on the 10th and more than 200 on 
the 15th. At least 138 pairs nested, hatching a minimum of 64 chicks. Post-breeding numbers peaked 
at 260 on 24 July.
 Birds are known to have nested at Mere Sands Wood but no details were received. The Yarrow 
Valley Park pair were back on territory by 25 April and had three chicks by 11 June, but sadly all had 
been predated by the 19th. 
 Ones and twos fishing over mill lodges near Belmont probably came from breeding sites in 
Bolton; likewise two at Delph Reservoir on 31 June.
 The first in east Lancashire were two at Lowerhouse Lodges on 26 April; May records of singles 
followed at Alston Wetland and Gawthorpe. Ten were recorded in early July at Stocks Reservoir, 
Alston and Foulridge Reservoirs and Ribchester, and five flew over Ightenhill Bridge on 3 Aug. The 
only record received from Rossendale were two at Holden Wood Reservoir on 22 June.
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 Elsewhere, birds were fairly regular in spring at MMWWT but the peak count was ten on 6 July. 
Birds were at Brockholes on 42 dates between 11 May (when the peak count of eleven occurred) and 
4 Aug. Three flew over Tarlscough Moss on 28 April, two were in the Sankey Valley on 30 April, at 
Taylor Park, St Helens on 5 July and Cottam Brickworks on 8 July, and two flew over Lunt Meadows 
on 14 July.
 A juvenile at Arkholme on 29 Sept was a rare sighting in the far north-east of the county.

ROSEATE TERN* Sterna dougallii
Scarce summer visitor.
None was recorded this year but the regular Common x Roseate hybrid was at Seaforth on 8, 11 & 
19 June and 22-23 July.

ARCTIC TERN Sterna paradisaea
Common on spring passage, especially in Morecambe Bay; less numerous in autumn. Rare breeder. 

Morecambe Bay
Although coverage was less than in recent years, Heysham still racked up an impressive total of 1516 
on spring passage between 14 April and 15 May, the largest day-count of which was 743 on 12 May. 
Later in the year, there were two adults on the outfalls on 20 June and single(s) on five dates between 
24 June and 11 July. 
 Very few were reported elsewhere, the only double-figure count being 30 at Bolton-le-Sands on 
9 May.
Liverpool Bay
The only counts of any consequence came from Rossall Point where 760 on 12 May presumably 
overlapped with Heysham’s largest numbers on the same day.; another 150 moved north there on 
the 14th.
 The largest count off Blackpool was 38 on 8 May, when 40 were also seen off Rossall. Ones and 
twos were at Seaforth between 10 May and mid-June and again in July and August with the last on 
30 Sept. Few were reported from Formby Point in spring but autumn totals included 42 on 3 Aug, 27 
on the 7th and 22 on 4 Sept.
 Twenty one were on Hesketh Out Marsh on 10 May and single figures throughout the summer 
but it is unclear whether any nested; no information was received from either Banks or Longton 
Marsh.
Inland
Seven arrived at Preston Dock on 11 May and numbers quickly grew to 21 on the 18th. After that, 
mostly single figures were present. Two pairs nested but no young were fledged. Six on 24 July were 
the last.
 A massive 104 flew over Brockholes Wetland on 11 May, a day before the big movement on the 
coast; otherwise there were single-figure counts on six dates between 2 May and 25 July.
 The only other records were in east Lancashire. On 11 May seven were at Alston Reservoirs and 
30 flew over at Ribchester, four were at Stocks Reservoir on 11 May, increasing to eight the following 
day, but no more were seen until 16 July when one was at Stocks.

SABINE’S GULL* Xema sabini
Uncommon passage migrant.
An adult was present briefly on the beach between Battery car park and Stone Jetty, Morecambe on 
21 Aug (P Crooks). A juvenile that turned up at Heysham Power Station outfalls on 29 Sept wandered 
the next day up the coast to Bare, Morecambe before returning to Heysham outfalls where it became 
very showy in calm and sunny weather conditions from 2-6 Oct (finder unknown).
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KITTIWAKE Rissa tridactyla
Common passage migrant on coasts, fairly common in winter. Scarce inland. 
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Rossall Point 9 25 9 60 / / / / 1 / / / 
Heysham 24 25 19 140 13 1 2 1 / 1 27 5

January counts included six off Blackpool on the 7th, 24 off Heysham on the 10th and nine off Rossall 
Point on the 28th. Early February saw large numbers, mainly off Blackpool in stormy weather on the 
2nd with up to 160 birds, while 25 followed the Isle of Man ferry at Heysham. Single-figure counts 
from Blackpool and Rossall Point continued into March with the only noteworthy numbers 30 and 
20 past Starr Gate, Blackpool on the 2nd and 25th respectively.
 Spring passage followed the pattern of recent poor years, starting with a movement on 5 April 
past Rossall Point (60) and Blackpool (78). Significant counts during May included 60 at Blackpool 
on the 3rd along with 140 past Heysham the same day, while the 20th produced 68 past Blackpool 
and 230 off Formby Point. The month finished with a single on Marshside on the 30th. 
 During summer five were off Blackpool on 19 June while a single bird lingered at Heysham. 
Small numbers were sighted along the coast throughout July and August and into September when 
ten were at Heysham. 
 Autumn and winter records were restricted to Heysham where a juvenile was in the harbour on 
3 Oct, 26 flew in behind the ferry on 10 Nov and 27 on the 16th. A single adult was in transit on 22 
Dec while five adults flew in on the 24th and finally an adult and three juveniles were behind the 
ferry on 26th. 
 Inland, an unseasonably early bird was at MMWWT on 31 Jan, and the next came at the same 
site with an adult on 2 March, which was soon followed by an adult roosting at Fishmoor Reservoir 
on the 4th. MMWWT had another single on 7 April which concluded the years inland sightings.

BLACK-HEADED GULL Chroicocephalus ridibundus
Locally abundant breeding bird. Abundant winter visitor and passage migrant.
International importance: 20000. National importance: 20000.
WeBS counts           
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
MBS 2855 1535 1151 629 542 768 3244 1641 5023 1961 836 1213
Ribble 1237 575 1735 1041 481 150 1529 649 851 919 360 1191
Alt 430 337 213 45 38 20 976 718 1078 3107 966 1097

The year began with notable gatherings at Knott End (5500), Shard Bridge (5000), Lower Foulridge 
Reservoir (5000) and Cockerham (2000) but results from the Alt and Ribble WeBS showed a signifi-
cant fall in numbers during January and February. 
 Roosts at breeding colonies built rapidly from late February with 11000 at Stocks Reservoir by 
the 28th. Belmont Reservoir pre-breeding counts peaked at 23000 on 5 April and breeding numbers 
were estimated as the same as last year at 11000 pairs, although no aerial survey was carried out. 
Breeding numbers from other Lancashire sites included an estimated 700 pairs at Stocks Reservoir, 
which was a significant reduction. Leighton Moss held a total of 489 pairs and there were 280 pairs at 
Marshside, 120 at Waddington Fell quarry, 170 at Pine Lake and 50 pairs at Ainsdale.
 Notable post-breeding gatherings included 2700 at Cockerham on 28 Aug, 2100 at Heysham on 5 
Sept and 5000 at Ainsdale on the 15th. The largest counts elsewhere were reported from Brockholes 
(1500), Pilling (1500), Delph Reservoir (1200), Hest Bank (1000) and Knott End (1000). WeBS data 
showed a large influx of birds to the coast during September and October. Few winter counts were 
reported with low peaks of 1500 at Cocker’s Dyke, Pilling Lane and 1000 at both Brockholes  and 
Stocks Reservoir. 



61Lancashire Bird Report 2016

LITTLE GULL Hydrocoloeus minutus
Fairly common gale-blown winter visitor on coasts. Common on spring passage and small numbers of 
first-years in summer.
The year started with one off Rossall on 1 Jan, followed by five on the 28th; elsewhere two adults 
were at Heysham on the 29th and one at Blackpool on the 31st. February saw a large influx with 126 
at Rossall Point and 50 at Blackpool on the 1st, then 342 off Blackpool on the 2nd with 21 the next 
day, while at Heysham’s largest count for the year involved twelve on the 2nd. Sightings remained 
frequent along the coast including records from Knott End, Cockersand and Pilling until the 22nd. 
 Spring passage kicked off in April with a scattering along the coast but numbers were disap-
pointing with peaks of nine at Rossall Point on the 10th, 13 at Seaforth on the 14th and 17 at Formby 
on the 21st. Numbers dropped off in May with the bulk of sightings involving up to four birds 
lingering at Marshside all month through to the 11 June. A first-summer bird was at Hesketh Out 
Marsh from 9 to 2 July. 
 Away from the coast the first spring sighting was an adult at Marton Mere on 31 Jan with a first-
winter present the next day. Two birds were reported at MMWWT on the 8 March. April saw a mini 
influx of six adults and a second-calendar year at Brockholes on the 11th, up to three at Marton Mere 
on the 15th-21st, one at Leighton Moss from the 18-19th & 30th, and an adult at MMWWT on the 21st 
& 24th. 
 An adult and a first-winter at MMWWT on 3 May were followed by single first-summers at 
Stocks Reservoir  on the 5-8th, Leighton Moss on the 9th, Preston Dock on the 12th and Brockholes 
on 26 May to 5 June, while three were at MMWWT on 25 May. Summer records involved two adults 
at Alston Reservoirs on 10 July and an adult at Lunt Meadows on 16 Aug. A first-winter was at 
Leighton Moss on the 18 Oct.
 During the summer and early autumn months Heysham had a long-staying adult and a notable 
gathering of birds off Formby appeared in late July with numbers peaking at ten on the 28th. August 
and September saw additional low counts from Seaforth, Ainsdale and Hightown that peaked 
at three birds. The first sighting of a juvenile was at Seaforth on 24 Aug and a single was on the 
River Lune on 29 Sept. Winter records were limited to a scattering of sightings from Heysham and 
Blackpool, with the latter recording 18 on 7 Nov. 

MEDITERRANEAN GULL Larus melanocephalus
Fairly common all year. Most numerous on the coast but increasing inland. Recently established rare 
breeder.
Minimum number of individuals
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Heysham 2 2 0 2 2 7 27 21 14 5 2 1
Seaforth 1 0 0 0 0 0 6 8 3 2 0 0

Wintering birds were scattered throughout the coastal areas with the largest count seven at Knott 
End on 29 Jan. From late February birds started moving into the county and inland towards Belmont 
Reservoir with peak day counts of twelve at Stocks Reservoir and Brockholes, eight at MMWWT, six 
at Alston Reservoirs, and five at Marshside, Leighton Moss and Fishmoor Reservoir. 
 The Belmont Reservoir colony continues to flourish with land-based counts this year estimating 
a minimum of 39 breeding pairs on the island and a minimum of 21 ‘family groups’ during July 
including 38 fledged juveniles. Elsewhere in the breeding season birds were seen holding territory 
at Stocks Reservoir, Leighton Moss and three pairs at Marshside without any confirmation of 
breeding.
 Post-breeding gatherings at Heysham built from June to September with peak individual age 
group counts of 15 adults and six third-calendar-year birds on 13 July and five juveniles on 22 Aug, 
with nine second-calendar-year birds on 5 Sept. Elsewhere, peak counts from other coastal sites 
included 21 at Glasson on 3 Aug, nine at Hightown, eight at Seaforth and Skippool Creek, and five 
at Aldcliffe. 
 Few were seen during the second winter period and birds were recorded at just twelve sites with 
no counts above two. 
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COMMON GULL Larus canus
Abundant winter visitor and passage migrant.
International importance: 16000. National importance: 7000.
Monthly Peak Counts           
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Alt WeBS 555 242 142 40 24 7 378 204 1501 1532 335 331
MBS WeBS 466 42 381 32 44 14 30 8 169 37 34 30
Ribble WeBS 8 4 22 3 0 0 75 0 8 0 15 17 
Stocks Reservoir / 2500 4500 600 3 1 5 800 1700 4500 7000 6000 

WeBS data in the table showed a drastic fall in numbers on the Ribble from a peak of 1347 in 2015. 
However, gulls are not always fully counted on WeBS surveys, so not too much should be read into 
this.
 The winter roost at Stocks Reservoir dominates the county’s records with numbers consistent 
from year to year. Noteworthy counts elsewhere were sparse with 900 at Knott End on the 1 Feb, 660 
at Skippool Creek on the 21st, 550 at Glasson on 8 Jan and 525 at Lunt Meadows on 23 March. Bird 
numbers fell away during the summer months with 210 noted at Fairhaven Beach in August. For 
the autumn and winter period no notable counts were received away from the Alt WeBS and Stocks 
Reservoir. 

RING-BILLED GULL* Larus delawarensis
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant, mainly in spring.
The second-winter bird first seen in August 2015 was seen sporadically at Preston Dock and in 
nearby Haslam Park until at least 20 Jan.

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus
Abundant breeder especially in Bowland and on the Ribble. Abundant spring and autumn migrant. 
Smaller winter population.
International importance: 4500. National importance: 1200.
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Stocks Reservoir 28 330 1400 400 154 50 700 1700 1100 700 75 7

Stocks Reservoir held large numbers of roosting birds before and after the breeding season with a 
maximum count of 1700 on 28 Aug, while WeBS data produced the highest wintering bird counts 
including 277 on the Alt and 199 in Morecambe Bay. Away from the breeding colonies the most 
noteworthy flocks in spring and summer were 620 at Skippool Creek on 30 Aug, 500 at Formby Point 
on the 5th, 450 at Fishmoor Reservoir on 9 March and 450 at Jeremy Lane, Glasson on 21 April. 
 No counts are available for either the Ribble Estuary or Bowland Fells breeding colonies in 2016. 
However, the figures for Bowland in 2015 have been updated, producing totals of  4349 occupied 
nests at Langden Head and 4338 at Tarnbrook; Herring Gulls usually make up less than 5% of these 
totals. The May Ribble WeBS recorded 8078 in May which gave some indication of the size of the 
colony. 
 Breeding numbers around Heysham were down on last year, halving on the non-operational 
land (six nests) and at Middleton Industrial Estate (21 nests); elsewhere, 83 nests were on buildings 
around the harbour and seven at Ocean Edge.
 Urban rooftop nesters were recorded throughout Liverpool and Blackpool with a minimum of 
50 adults on the Jaguar Factory, Halewood during May; there is some anecdotal evidence that Lesser 
Black-backs may be losing their previous predominance over Herring Gulls in Liverpool. One pair 
held territory at Belmont Reservoir and was observed nest-building but did not breed. 
 A single adult hybrid Lesser Black-backed x Herring Gull held territory at Stocks Reservoir 
paired with a Herring Gull but did not breed. Regularly-returning adult hybrid Lesser Black-
backed x Herring Gulls were seen throughout the year at Blackpool, Skippool Creek, Knott End and 
Fishmoor Reservoir. 
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HERRING GULL Larus argentatus
Abundant winter visitor and passage migrant. Common breeding bird, mainly on the Ribble.
International importance: 13000. National importance: 7300.
WeBS counts showed a significant reduction on numbers at the start of the year with a peak count 
of 238 in March on the Alt WeBS but post-breeding gatherings were impressive at the same location 
with 9164 during September. Elsewhere, 3000 were seen flying to Fishmoor Reservoir on 20 March, 
2500 at Knott End on 22 Nov and 2000 at Blackpool on 1 Feb.
 No counts were carried out at the Ribble Estuary, Langden Head or Tarnbrook colonies. At 
Heysham there were 53 nests on harbour buildings, eight pairs on non-operational land and twelve 
pairs on Middleton Industrial Estate. One pair successfully bred on the island at Stocks Reservoir. 
Urban rooftop nesters continue to be recorded throughout Liverpool, Fleetwood and Blackpool.

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL Larus michahelis
Uncommon but increasing all year. Most numerous in late summer and on southern coasts.
Seaforth and Crosby Marine Lake saw a slight increase in reported sightings with a first-summer 
on 5 May, an adult on 9 July, a juvenile on 22 and 31 July, an adult from 21-23 Sept, a juvenile on 29 
Sept and finally an adult on 8 Oct. The only other coastal record was a juvenile at Skippool Creek 
between 27-31 Aug.
 The year saw a notable number of inland records, starting with an adult at Alston Reservoirs on 
14 Fe and, followed by an adult at Stocks Reservoir on 27-28 Feb and 11 & 16 March. A second-winter 
was Brockholes on 26 March and an adult on 22 May. Summer records were one at Stocks Reservoir 
on 1 May and a 2CY bird at Alston Reservoirs on 14 Aug.

CASPIAN GULL* Larus cachinnans
Vagrant.
A good year for records with the second-winter bird from 2015 continuing to frequent Ainsdale 
Beach until 6 June. A first-winter was at Fishmoor Reservoir on 3 March (Mk. Breaks) and this or 
another first-winter on Stocks Reservoir (Mk. Breaks) between 13 March and 3 April.
 A first-summer bird was at Crosby Marine Lake from 27 April to 20 June, with a second-winter 
bird, thought to be same individual, there between 18-29 Sept (I Hadwin). The final accepted record 
for the year involved a first-summer at Southport on 8 May (J Dempsey). 

ICELAND GULL Larus glaucoides
Uncommon visitor, mostly winter.
The returning adult that winters around Marton Mere was not seen until 3 Feb but remained until 5 
April. Elsewhere, a first-winter was at Fleetwood between 28-29 Feb and 21-30 March, an adult flew 
past Southport on 6 March and a first-winter past Marshside on 5 May.
 Inland records from east Lancashire started with an adult roosting at Fishmoor Reservoir on 
18-19 Feb, a first-winter seen briefly at Dean Clough Reservoir on 20 Feb and an adult in flight over 
Alston Reservoirs on 27 March.
 One off Morecambe on 7 Aug was an unseasonal summer sighting. The second winter period 
saw a single first-winter roosting at Fishmoor Reservoir on 19-22 Dec.

GLAUCOUS GULL Larus hyperboreus
Uncommon visitor, mostly winter. Usually more numerous and more coastal than Iceland Gull.
A third-winter at Fleetwood from 5 Feb to 4 March was followed by an immature there on 22 March, 
4 April and 2 May. Elsewhere, coastal reports came from Ainsdale on 10 March and Hightown on 
21 April.
 Inland, a first-winter in poor health turned up on Rowley Lake, Burnley on 22 Feb before relo-
cating to Cant Clough and Hurstwood Reservoirs, where it remained until the 29th, sadly the bird’s 
corpse was later discovered on Cant Clough Reservoir. A third-winter was reported from Fishmoor 
Reservoir on 6 March.
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GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus 
Common winter visitor and passage migrant on coasts. Rare breeder. 
International importance: 4800. National importance: 760.
Monthly peak counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
MBS WeBS 124 67 31 53 20 40 58 283 126 148 139 129
Barnaby’s Sands 50 8 20 24 / 17 21 101 53 60 74 89
Ribble WeBS  23 13 10 7 4 3 7 32 7 28 26 15
Alt WeBS 173 42 52 62 43 100 224 101 426 218 243 160

Coastal sites continue to hold the highest concentrations throughout the year but with a notable 
influx in late summer as can be seen in the table. Counts were low through the first winter period; 
90 at Knott End during early February were missed by the MBS WeBS count. East Lancashire peak 
counts came from Altham (44), Fishmoor Reservoir, Blackburn (40) and Stocks Reservoir (21), all 
during March. 
 At Heysham two pairs held territories on a harbour building and one pair on power station non-
operational land. The pair at Stocks Reservoir again bred unsuccessfully, two pairs bred at Leighton 
Moss and a pair possibly nested in Liverpool for the first time. No surveys were carried out at the 
Bowland Fells or Ribble Estuary gull colonies, where low single figures are normally expected.

KESTREL Falco tinnunculus
Fairly common breeding resident. Amber List (Species of European Conservation Concern).
For many year the, Kestrel was considered to be the most numerous and widespread breeding raptor 
in the county. However, with an obvious increase in breeding Buzzards and perhaps Sparrowhawks, 
and a perceived decrease in recent years, this is probably now not the case. Having said that, the 
breeding population is still estimated to be around the 600 mark. 
 A sift through the records produced a number of named breeding sites and a few from which the 
details of outcome are also given, but these amount to just a tiny fraction of the breeding population. 
The Chorley recording area, which consists of about 2000ha, for example, reported five successful 
breeding pairs, although actual breeding numbers are clearly much higher.
 Although the number of records reported in the Fylde was significantly lower than in 2015, 
their distribution at the tetrad level is described as being on a `significantly increasing trend’, and 
the Fylde report also describes breeding numbers as being on an `increasing trend’. The long-term 
study in the Pilling-Preesall area monitored 13 pairs in 2016 which laid 56 eggs from which 30 young 
hatched, with 18 surviving to fledging at a rate of 1.4 young reared per nest. In the last eight seasons, 

Adult Iceland Gull, Marton Mere, 28 March (Paul Ellis)
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11-13 pairs were monitored, (apart from 24 in 2015) with a mean fledging success of about 3, so this 
was a relatively poor season for this study area, and one wonders if this might be representative of 
the whole county.
 The number of records reported in east Lancashire were also down this year and breeding was 
confirmed or thought probable at only ten sites but Kestrels were seen throughout the area and there 
was no clear indication of any change in population size.
 Five in Croasdale on 13 April were presumably adults and there were several reports of family 
parties of five to six birds post-breeding and eight+ at Belmont on 4 Sept, but a flock of 20 in the area 
of the Lune Estuary on 8 Aug must have been an impressive sight.

MERLIN Falco columbarius
Scarce breeding bird, fairly common winter visitor. Amber List (recovering from historic decline).
Seven pairs were identified as being on territory on the United Utilities Bowland Estate at the start 
of the 2016 breeding season, the same as in 2015. Six pairs laid eggs (compared to five in 2015) 
with 14 chicks fledging from four nests (compared to 14 from three in 2015). It is possible that the 
cold April weather was responsible for fewer chicks hatching per nesting attempt than in 2015. The 
eggs in the two nests which failed did hatch but the chicks in one disappeared soon after hatching, 
probably predated, and in the other, the chicks died when they were very small, probably due to 
bad weather.
 Birds were present in suitable habitat at two sites in the West Pennine Moors at suggestive times 
in the breeding season and two female/immatures were around Belmont from late-August to late-
September.
 It is difficult to assess the size of the wintering population as Merlins are almost always seen 
singly with just five reports of two together. However, there was a large number of records in both 
winter periods on the Ribble Marshes (particularly south of the river), somewhat fewer in north 
Fylde (mainly in the Pilling and Cockerham areas) but perhaps only one bird further north, on the 
Eric Morecambe complex in January and February. The only reports received from the south-west 
mosses came from Croston and Eccleston Mosses in Chorley, and MMWWT where up to two were 
regular in both winter periods. There were just three records in east Lancashire in the post-breeding 
and second winter periods, at Champion Moor, Longridge and Ightenhill Bridge.
 The few records of spring migrants included singles at Leighton Moss on 9 March, Fleetwood 
on 23 & 27 March and Heysham on 28 April. Birds began to return to the wintering grounds from 
mid-August and there were only three records of south-bound migrants: two over Fairhaven on 6 
Sept and singles over Seaforth on 2 Oct and Heysham on the 30th.

HOBBY Falco subbuteo
Rare breeding bird and uncommon passage migrant.
An early bird at Marshside on 22 April was followed by singles at Brockholes on 2 May, Alston 
Wetland the following day and two over Lunt Meadows on the 8th (with one there on the 31st). 
There were further May sightings at Hesketh Out Marsh, Fleetwood, Knott End, Inskip Cuerden 
Valley Park, Croston, Tarleton and Belmont Reservoir.
 Despite the northward and westward range expansion of Hobbies from their stronghold in 
southern and central England, there was only one proven breeding record in the whole county, 
when in the last week of August, three chicks successfully fledged from a nest in the Ribble Valley 
between Brockholes and Longridge.
 However, many of the 20 or more other records in June, July and early August, from Cronton 
in the south to Leighton Moss and Arkholme in the north, perhaps related to potentially breeding 
birds. Fairly regular sightings throughout the summer at Lunt Meadows, MMWWT, in the Tarleton/
Sollom Moss/Bank Hall, Mawdesley/Croston Moss/Low Meadows and north Fylde areas pointed to 
the most likely candidates, but there were undoubtedly several more.
 Most records in late summer and early autumn were in similar areas to those seen during the 
breeding season and the only definite migrants were two over Billinge Hill on 23 Sept. The last 
records were one at MMWWT on 1 Oct and Brockholes on 9 Oct, when an adult was seen passing 
prey to a juvenile over the reserve.
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PEREGRINE Falco peregrinus
Scarce breeder, uncommon winter visitor.
We are very used to reading about the killing or disappearance of Peregrines in rural areas, often in 
the vicinity of shooting estates. But this year, very unusually, we witnessed the killing of an urban 
Peregrine, when a female was found shot at her breeding site on St Thomas’s Church, St Anne’s after 
three young had fledged there. The incident was well covered in the local press and quite rightly 
appalled many people in the Fylde area. The culprit has not been identified. 
 2016 was the worst year for Peregrines on the United Utilities Bowland Estate for over 25 years 
and was the culmination of a pattern of decline throughout Bowland that started in 2010. Three 
pairs were seen in late winter at traditional nesting sites on the estate but only two pairs laid eggs. 
Both clutches failed to hatch, meaning that not a single chick fledged. This is the first year since 
Peregrines re-colonised the Forest of Bowland in the early 1980s that not a single chick has fledged 
from the entire area. To put this into perspective, between 2002 and 2010 there was an average of 4.8 
successful nests on the UU Estate, with an average of 9.5 chicks fledging per year. To compound this 
sad story, no reports of breeding were received from anywhere else in east Lancashire, where there 
were six known breeding pairs in 2015. This was despite there being 93 records in 2016 (mean of 98 
over the last seven years) from 32 sites (mean of 41). 
 The recent, estimated population for the county is about 50 breeding pairs. But what about 
this season? With none confirmed out east and fewer reports of breeding birds from other regions, 
does this reflect a true decline in numbers or maybe records have simply not been submitted. The 
informed view is that the number of breeding pairs in rural areas is declining but those in urban 
settings are increasing in partial compensation. 
 Having said that, very few records were received from the usual known sites. In Liverpool, the 
only details came from the Tobacco Warehouse, where three chicks fledged. Work has now started 
on a comprehensive development of the building but a detailed Peregrine mitigation strategy is 
in place which will hopefully allow nesting to continue. It is not known what happened on the 
Anglican Cathedral, the Aintree site or the Royal Hospital. No information came from known sites 
in Kirkby, Southport or St. Helens. 
 Two sites were occupied in the West Pennine Moors during the breeding season, both success-
fully fledging a single juvenile.
 Two young fledged from the reliable Morrison’s Chimney site in Chorley. In Burnley, during 
the latter part of the year, a nesting platform was erected on St. Peter’s Health Centre. As birds have 
used window ledges here to perch for some time, there is a good expectation that it will be used for 
breeding.
 As usual, there were a few records of birds nesting in quarries and on crags, but fewer records 
were received than in the previous few years. In future, a comprehensive breakdown of nest sites, 
comparing the proportion of pairs which use human artefacts on which to nest, as opposed to more 
traditional sites like crags and quarries (if a quarry can be described as traditional), would be very 
interesting. 
 Nonetheless, records of Peregrines remain frequent throughout the county. There were 450 
records logged on BirdTrack (434 in 2015 and 282 in 2014) but a massive 460 records in the Fylde Bird 
Report alone (341 in 2015, 472 in 2014 and 479 in 2013). Both the population and distribution of birds 
in the Fylde area are thought to be stable. Obviously the totals above will include many duplicates 
and multi-recordings of the same birds. But the birds must be out there, despite the lack of breeding 
records!

FERAL PIGEON Columba livia
Abundant breeding resident
Feral Pigeons seem to be under-recorded everywhere except in the Fylde and south Liverpool/
Knowsley, but there is no reason to doubt the species’ continuing success throughout the county in 
all urban and many rural areas. 
 Early-year peaks included 100 at St Anne’s, 200 at Marton Mere and 111 in Liverpool’s Calder-
stones Park, all in February; 23 at Bashall Eaves on 22 Jan was the highest count received from inland 
regions. 
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 Apart from three pairs in a church steeple at Belmont no specific reports of breeding were 
received, but counts of 200 birds at Blackpool South Shore, 150 in Liverpool’s Sefton Park, 125 in 
Preston Docks and 90+ on Southport Lord Street during April-June probably did not include many 
celibate individuals.
 Counts later in the year included 185 at Singleton, Fylde on 23 Sept, 250 at Marton Mere on 12 
Oct, 125 in Greenbank Park, Liverpool and 120 at MMWWT, both on 27 Oct, and 100 at Blackpool 
South Shore on 4 Nov; 25 at Brungerley Bridge in east Lancashire was the highest inland total.

STOCK DOVE Columba oenas
Common breeding resident. Amber List (important breeding population)
The only three-figure counts this 
year came from the Fylde on dates 
in February, when up to 187 were at 
Eagland Hill; 40 were on Stalmine 
Moss on 7 Feb and 33 at Skitham 
on 8 March. Elsewhere in the early 
year there were twelve at Bretherton, 
Chorley and ten at Oglet and at 
Jackhouse in east Lancashire during 
January, and 22 at Hesketh Out 
Marsh on 29 Feb.
 Reports of breeding were more 
numerous and widespread than 
usual. In east Lancashire nesting was 
confirmed or considered probable 
at Altham, Newton and Slaidburn; 
on the West Pennine Moors there 
were seven active nests at Belmont 
Reservoir and a pair bred in Delph 
Plantations. In Chorley pairs bred in quarries at Anglezarke, Rivington, White Coppice, Whittle and 
Withnell. Nearer the coast 45 monitored pairs in north Fylde laid 181 eggs in 49 nests and fledged 114 
young, 1.3 per nest, while in south Fylde breeding was confirmed at Lytham and Todderstaffe Hall; 
three pairs nested in Preston’s Avenham Park.
 South of the Ribble breeding pairs were recorded at 19 locations including twelve sites in south 
Liverpool/Knowsley; counts of 28 on Tarlscough Moss on 28 April and 30 at Lunt Meadows on 9 June 
are indicative of healthy populations there or nearby. 
 Post-breeding and early autumn gatherings included numerous double-figure and two three-
figure counts at MMWWT, peaking at 160 on 26 Sept; there were 87 at nearby Burscough Aerodrome 
on the 19th. In the Fylde 19 were on Clifton Marsh on 23 July. As in 2015 totals later in the year were 
low everywhere, peaking at 50 at Medlar, Fylde on 21 Oct 34 at New Lane, Eagland Hill on the 30th 
and 20 at Burscough on 28 Dec.

WOODPIGEON Columba palumbus
Abundant breeding resident
For the second successive year 2016 saw little sign of a return of the massive flocks and movements 
that featured earlier in the decade. Twelve hundred-plus at Treales, Fylde on 5 January was the 
highest early-year count, run pretty close by the 980+ at Oglet on 6 March; other three-figure flocks 
included 560 at Oglet on 1 Jan, 360 at Arkholme on the 20th, 400 at Warton, Fylde on 28 Feb, 250 in a 
roost at Upper Rivington Reservoir on 7 March and 450 at Head Dyke Lane, Pilling on the 30th. The 
only noteworthy spring movement reported was of c.100 north at Rossall School on 13 March, but up 
to 250 on Hambleton Marsh on dates in April may well have involved passage birds.
 An estimated 70 breeding pairs in Delph Plantations on the West Pennine Moors, eleven at Carr 
Mill Dam, St Helens and three pairs apiece at Brockholes Wetland and in Hermitage Estate, Crook-o-
Lune were the only confirmed breeding reports from inland regions this year. Nearer to the coast 22 

Stock Dove, Eagland Hill, 28 March (Paul Slade)
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pairs nested on EDF land at Heysham, ten on Freshfield Dune Heath and eight in a 34ha study area 
at Aintree. In Liverpool 65 nests were monitored in Sefton Park and 31 in Everton Park, with fledging 
success of 85% in the former and 89% in the latter.
 Post-breeding and early autumn counts began with 112+ at Marton Mere on 1 July; there were 
750 at Arkholme in the Lune Valley on the 20th. A minor surge of flocking and movements in the 
first half of August included over 1000 at Lunt Meadows on the 9th & 12th, 800 at Arkholme on the 
6th, movements of several hundred over Ulnes Walton, Chorley on the 8th and 138 at Jackhouse in 
east Lancashire on the 13th. Passage recorded over Crosby Coastal Park in September peaked at 
311 birds on the 5th, 365 on the 18th and 400 on the 28th. Movements during most of October were 
exceptionally light, exemplified by autumn peak counts of 41 at Seaforth on 9 Oct and 44 at Heysham 
on the 28th. The pace quickened somewhat in upland regions late in the month with 1095 south over 
Belmont in the first daylight hour on 24 Oct and a roost of 1300+ in Roddlesworth Plantations on the 
31st; 4082 moved there in an hour on 2 Nov, including 3421 in 42 flocks in just 30 minutes, and 1210 
on the 5th. There were 351 Woodpigeons in Cold Park Wood in Roeburndale on the 11th and 850 in 
a roost at Upper Rivington Reservoir and 400+ at Galgate on the 25th.
 There were flocks of up to 500 in the Rivington area in December, but apart from 300 at Leighton 
Moss on the 6th all the other three-figure reports during the month came from the Fylde or the south-
west, the highest c.800 at Bradshaw Lane, Pilling on 11 Dec, 350 at New Lane, Burscough on the 23rd 
and 600 at Singleton on the 27th.

COLLARED DOVE Streptopelia decaocto
Common breeding resident
Only six double-figure counts were reported in the first winter period; apart from 40 at Newton 
in east Lancashire on 6 Jan all were in the Fylde, the highest 39 at the New Lane feeding station, 
Eagland Hill on 24 Jan and 44 there next day. No spring passage of Collared Doves was recorded 
this year. 
 Few reports of confirmed breeding were received; in the north 19 pairs bred at Croftlands and 
seven in Millhead in Warton; further south there were five pairs in a 34ha study area at Aintree. The 
presence of singing birds throughout the Fylde, and reported by individual observers elsewhere, in 
late winter and spring is undoubtedly more indicative of the species’ true breeding status.
 Autumn movements by singles and small parties were recorded over Fairhaven on 21 dates 
between 12 Aug and 25 Oct with a peak of 19 on 18 Aug; other autumn counts in coastal regions 
included 29 at the Keer Estuary on 23 Sept and 35 there on 23 Oct, 40 at Bradshaw Lane Head, Pilling 
on 24 Oct and 59 at Water Lane Farm, Tarbock on the 29th. In November 15 migrants were recorded 
at Crosby Coastal Park on the 15th and there were 74 Collared Doves at Pilling Lane on the 24th. In 
the uplands 21 were in Cold Park Wood, Wray on 11 Nov and a flock of ten flew high over Belmont 
Moor to the NW on the 29th.
 Seven double-figure counts were reported in December, all in coastal areas, the highest 50 at 
Pilling Lane on 13 Dec, 40 at Cocker’s Dyke on the 15th and 24 at Hundred End on the 26th.

CUCKOO Cuculus canorus
Uncommon breeding bird and passage migrant. Red List (breeding decline)
One on Champion Moor on 13 April was the first to arrive in east Lancashire, and joint first in the 
county; ELOC received a total of 70 reports from 30 locations, all but three sites in Bowland and the 
Ribble Valley, including nine more April records. Singles at White Coppice on 13 April and at Birk 
Bank on the 20th were the first Cuckoos of 2016 in Chorley and the north, respectively. 
 Spring passage on the coast was both relatively thin and late this year; one at Marshside on 24 
April was the first in the south-west, followed by a bird in Sankey Valley, St Helens on the 30th. 
Movements in the Fylde began with singles at Marton Mere and Hackensall Hall on 6 May; five more 
were recorded there in May and two in early June, while there were May records at seven sites in the 
south-west and at two locations on the north coast.
 Meanwhile, in the uplands there were 39 records in ELOC region in May, including ‘Larry’ 
the satellite-tagged bird at Cross of Greet on the 15th, and 18 in June; eleven were recorded inland 
in north Lancashire up to mid-June. There were records from seven locations in Chorley in May 
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including several of up to three birds together; one on 1 May at Belmont was the first of the year on 
the West Pennine Moors and there were calling males at nine sites in the central Moors to 10 June. 
 As usual, notwithstanding all this activity confirmation of breeding was hard to come by, 
confined to a single site in Bowland where a juvenile was seen, and considered probable at two other 
locations in east Lancashire.
 The last sighting in Chorley region was at Great Knowley on 12 June and a quiet year, typical 
of the recent past, petered out rather quickly in other parts of the county as well. In east Lancashire 
birds were at Gannow Fell on 16 July and at Longridge on 24 August; a female at Belmont on 14 
July was the last Cuckoo on the West Pennine Moors. Nearer the coast one or two were present at 
MMWWT on many dates from early June to early July but without any evidence of breeding; singles 
were at Heysham on 6 July and at Cocker’s Dyke, Fylde on 24 Aug, the  joint last Cuckoo of the year 
with the Longridge bird on the same date.

 
Cuckoo, Lunt Meadows, 12 May (Dave Finnegan)

BARN OWL Tyto alba
Uncommon breeding resident. Amber List (species of European conservation concern)
Reports of confirmed breeding have decreased markedly especially in inland regions in the last 
couple of years, although a continuing high rate of sight records suggests that no dramatic change in 
the Barn Owl’s status has occurred. 
 ELOC received 91 records (155 in 2015) all but twelve from Bowland or the Ribble Valley; 
breeding was proven at a site in Bowland and considered likely at other locations. Barn Owls were 
present at eight sites in Chorley across all months except June and December and breeding was 
confirmed at Withnell. On the West Pennine Moors birds were recorded at Belmont and Wayoh 
Reservoirs; two pairs were unsuccessful at Belmont although one bred in Delph Plantations. Birds 
were reported from seven coastal and three inland locations in north Lancashire between January 
and September but without any confirmation of breeding.
 The Fylde dataset contains exactly 300 Barn Owl records for 2016 during all months and in 
all parts of the region, including many of two birds together and up to five in the Pilling-Eagland 
Hill area in January and February. Nesting was confirmed in the south of the region at Mowbreck 
Hall, Dowbridge, Warton Bank, Marton Mere and Greenhalgh whilst north of the Wyre 64 eggs 
were laid in 16 monitored nests and 22 young fledged; one pair nested in a roof-space, the rest in 
boxes, and eight further boxes contained one or two birds on various visits in the breeding season. 
Finally reports were received from 18 widespread sites in the south-west with multiple records from 
Hesketh Out Marsh, the Burscough-MMWWT area and Lunt Meadows; a pair probably nested at 
Roby Mill.
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Barn Owl, Martin Mere, 2 February (Mike Jackson)

LITTLE OWL Athene noctua
Fairly common breeding resident
The ELOC report suggests that records from 15 sites across the region supports the view that Little 
Owls are thinly distributed there; breeding was confirmed at a site in Bowland and another in the 
Ribble Valley and judged probable at another Bowland location. There were early-year records 
from three sites in Chorley and pairs were present on regular breeding territories at Croston Moss 
and White Coppice; nearby on the West Pennine Moors there were sight records but no reports 
of breeding. Little Owls were recorded at six sites in north Lancashire, all but one, at Quernmore, 
coastal; a pair may have nested at Middleton NR.
 There were records at 19 locations across the south-west with breeding confirmed at five sites on 
Churchtown Moss and at Banks and Lunt Village. Forty-plus records in the Fylde were widespread 
over the region and the year; pairs nested on Stalmine Moss and Warton Aerodrome while twelve 
monitored pairs in north Fylde fledged 27 young from 40 eggs laid, 2.3 per pair, all in nest-boxes.

TAWNY OWL Strix aluco
Common breeding resident
Tawny Owls were reported as present at 21 sites across the south-west from Liverpool to Penwortham 
with confirmed breeding at Mere Sands Wood, MMWWT, Roby Mill (two pairs) and in Kirkdale 
Cemetery near Aintree. In the Fylde pairs nested at Mowbreck Hall (fledging four young), Lytham 
Hall, Salwick and Treales; north of the Wyre twelve monitored pairs in nest-boxes fledged 19 young 
from 25 eggs.
 ELOC received 79 reports in 2016, compared with 132 last year, in all months and from all parts 
of the region; breeding was proven at Newton, Moor Piece and Green Pike and considered probable 
or possible at seven other sites. Tawny Owls were reported from 14 widespread locations in Chorley, 
breeding at Eccleston and in Cuerden Valley Park, and there were five pairs in Delph Plantations on 
the West Pennine Moors. Birds were present at 14 locations in north Lancashire, all but three on or 
near the coast, with nesting confirmed at several sites in the Silverdale area and at Brookhouse in the 
Lune Valley, but only three pulli were ringed from eight nesting attempts at Arkholme.



71Lancashire Bird Report 2016

LONG-EARED OWL Asio otus
Uncommon breeding resident
This was an exceptionally lean year for this sought-after but elusive species, without a single breeding 
record and no reports at all from Chorley, the West Pennine Moors or the south-west mosslands. In 
east Lancashire a bird was hunting at midday on 15 April on moorland edge at Hurstwood, one was 
at Brockholes Wetland on 2-3 May, a juvenile turned up in a mist-net at Middleton NR, Heysham on 
1 Aug and one was at Fleetwood Marsh NR on 28 Nov.
 The regular winter roost at Marton Mere held up to four birds on many dates from 1 Jan to 3 
April with the last sighting of two on the 10th; at year end up to two were present from 12 Nov to at 
least 5 Dec.

SHORT-EARED OWL Asio flammeus
Scarce breeding bird, uncommon winter visitor
Birds were very widely distributed in coastal regions from the Eric Morecambe complex south to 
Hightown during the first winter period, at a total of seven sites in the Fylde and six in the south-
west, with up to six birds at Lunt Meadows and twos at three Fylde locations in January; birds 
remained at several sites into April. Apart from one at Arkholme from 18 Feb to 8 March the only 
Short-eared Owls recorded in upland areas were in east Lancashire where a pair on the moors above 
Burnley was apparently engaged in courtship display on 23 Feb before departing.
 The beginning of spring passage was, as usual, difficult to discern with so many overwintering 
birds still in situ but records from Seaforth on 25 March and Aldcliffe and Downholland Moss on 
10 April are likely to have involved birds on the move. Subsequent coastal passage was reasonably 
heavy with more than 25 records from two sites on the north coast, five in the Fylde and 13 in the 
south-west up to the beginning of June; eight birds were reported from Ainsdale NNR on 11 May 
and one was at Hesketh Out Marsh as late as 24 June. Inland, singles were at Whit Fell-Claughton 
Moor in the north on 30-31 March, at Bretherton Eyes, Chorley on 4 June and at three sites on the 
West Pennine Moors during April-June.
 The 2016 breeding season was a non-event. No birds were even seen in Bowland or anywhere 
else in east Lancashire and the spring birds on the West Pennine Moors did not remain; a population 
crash among Short-tailed Voles is likely to have been the main causal factor.
 This setback notwithstanding, autumn movements in the lowlands which began with an early 
bird at Lunt on 26 Aug were among the heaviest of recent years. Passage was strongly concentrated 
in the period mid-October to late November; there were no September records. Birds were recorded 
at Heysham and Sunderland Point on the north coast, at five locations in the Fylde and seven in the 
south-west; apart from twos at Speke in late October and Hightown in early November all reports 
were of single birds. One or more at Belmont from September was the only report from upland 
regions.
 By December Short-eared Owls had settled into winter quarters; up to four birds were at Lunt 
Meadows and three at Speke-Garston on the Mersey and on Wesham Marsh in the Fylde. Inland 
there were records in east Lancashire during the month and one was at Bretherton Eyes on 29 Dec.

NIGHTJAR* Caprimulgus europaeus
Extinct breeder, rare passage migrant
Presence was recorded on three occasions in the same area of east Lancashire as in 2015, a single bird 
on 7 June, a pair on the 18th and a single bird again on 8 July. With luck we may be able to rewrite 
this species’ status line before too long.

SWIFT Apus apus
Common summer visitor and passage migrant. Amber List (breeding decline)
The first to arrive were singles at Marton Mere on 21 April and at Eccleston Mere, St Helens and 
Brockholes Wetland next day. Two at Barrow Scout on 23 April began the spring passage in the north 
and the first in east Lancashire was over Alston Wetland on the 28th, followed by Chorley’s first at 
Eccleston on the 30th. The subsequent passage, both inland and coastal, was exceptionally light, the 
only discernible surge bringing counts of 200+ at Marshside on 19 & 26 May, 70 at Seaforth on the 
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16th and 100 at Brockholes on the 16th, 19th and 26th. Counts in the Fylde peaked at 35 over Stanley 
Park, Blackpool on 11 May, 80 at Fairhaven on the 25th and 90 there on the 29th. Feeding flocks in 
June included 100 over Hesketh Out Marsh and 90+ over the moors at Belmont, both on the 18th, and 
70 over MMWWT on the 28th.
 The few breeding reports received included 42 nests in 24 properties in Silverdale Village and 
eight nests in Crag Foot chimney at Leighton Moss; in east Lancashire breeding was confirmed at 
several sites in Clitheroe and Longridge and at single locations in five other towns and villages.
 Reasonably obvious southbound movements began in the second week of July with 40 at Seaforth 
on 11 July and 100+ at MMWWT next day; there were 50 at Downham in east Lancashire on 20 July 
and 100 at Lunt Meadows on the 23rd. Widespread and fairly heavy passage was reported during 
the first ten days of August, including 55 over Ightenhill Bridge on 3 Aug, 120 at Bank End, Fylde, 
several hundred passing offshore at Lytham and 40 over Croston Moss, all on the 4th, 200 over Altcar 
Withins next day and 150 at Leighton Moss on the 9th. A hundred plus at Lunt Meadows on 20 Aug 
was the last significant count reported, and the last Swifts in the south-west; Rossendale, Chorley 
and the Fylde had already been vacated by the 15th, 17th and 18th respectively. One at Gait Barrows 
on 24 Aug ended the year in the north and the county’s last Swifts of 2016 were eight at Salterforth 
in east Lancashire on the 27th. The county’s mean last departure-date for the Swift is 7 Oct; for all 
to have left the county before the end of August may well be unprecedented, and has certainly not 
happened for many years.

KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis
Uncommon breeding resident. Amber List (species of European conservation concern)
Kingfishers were present in ones or twos at eleven waters on or by the north coast, ten in the Fylde 
and eight in the south-west in the first winter period and at six, 29 and 18 sites in the same regions 
during July-December.
 ELOC received 149 reports during the year (165 in 2015); there were pairs at twelve riverine 
or reservoir locations in the breeding season with nesting confirmed at Lower Hodder Bridge and 
Paythorne although no fledged juveniles were reported. In Chorley birds were present at seven sites 
in the early year, at ten in July-August and from September at eleven; breeding was confirmed on 
the Yarrow at Croston and in Yarrow Country Park, on Syd Brook at Eccleston and by two pairs in 
Cuerden Valley Park. Kingfishers were regular as usual on reservoirs on the West Pennine Moors 
while in the north they were present during the breeding season at Arkholme and Skerton Weir on 
the Lune and on the Wyre at Scorton.
 On the lower Ribble two pairs bred in the vicinity of Brockholes Wetland and another nearby in 
Preston’s Avenham Park. On the eastern edge of the Fylde pairs were present at regular sites on the 
Lancaster Canal and the River Conder at Galgate, on the Wyre at St Michael’s and Churchtown and 
on its tributary stream the Brock at Myerscough. Breeding season reports continue to proliferate in 
the south-west, this year at Carr Mill Dam, St Helens, MMWWT, Rufford, Mere Brow and Hesketh 
Golf Course, Marshside, but again without any confirmation of nesting.

WRYNECK Jynx torquilla
Rare passage migrant, usually in autumn after easterly winds
For the second successive autumn a long-staying migrant provided excellent views to appreciative 
visitors, at Ainsdale NNR from 22 Aug to 2 Sept (A. Spottiswood).

GREEN WOODPECKER Picus viridis
Fairly common breeding resident. Amber List (species of European conservation concern)
ELOC continues to express concern over this species’ apparent decline: 28 reports were received 
in 2016, compared with 54 last year and 64 in 2014. Birds were present at 16 locations with pairs at 
Cliviger, Hothersall, Paythorne and Thursden but breeding was confirmed only at Paythorne. 
 The only breeding season records in Chorley were at White Coppice, but without confirmation 
of nesting; one was present on dates in September-October off George’s Lane, Rivington. On the 
West Pennine Moors a pair held territory at a regular breeding site near Belmont and dispersing 
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birds were at several locations around Belmont and in Delph Plantations in July-August. No reports 
were received from Rossendale this year.
 In north Lancashire records were received from the Carnforth-Silverdale area, from the length 
of the Lune Valley from Roeburndale down to Crook O’ Lune, and from the fells at Caton Moor; 
breeding was confirmed only at Arkholme and at Challan Hall, Silverdale. There were five records 
during the year at Brockholes Wetland, including a juvenile on two dates in late July.
 In the Fylde singles were at Weeton Camp on 15 March and at Glasson on 10 Oct; birds were 
reported from three locations in the south-west, at Billinge Hill and Mere Sands Wood on dates in 
March and MMWWT on 16 July and 9 Sept.

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos major
Common and widespread breeding resident
This now-familiar species on garden feeders continues to thrive in all regions of the county. Birds 
were recorded widely in Chorley throughout the year with breeding confirmed in four locations, 
including three pairs in Cuerden Valley Park; further to the east there were four territories in Delph 
Plantations. Reports in the north came mainly from coastal areas but there were four breeding 
records in the Lune Valley.
 Birds were reported throughout east Lancashire with drumming recorded from 5 Feb at 
Whalley Nab; pairs bred at twelve widespread sites with several reports of juveniles on garden 
feeders in late year. Woodpeckers were drumming across the Fylde from early February; breeding 
locations included Blackpool’s Stanley Park. In the south-west numerous reports in the breeding 
season included four pairs in a 152ha study area at Roby Mill and six active nests in south Liverpool/
Knowsley.
 A modest coastal passage was observed from late September to mid-November, with 16 records 
at Crosby Coastal Park and a total of five birds in the Fylde at Cockerham Sands, Fairhaven and 
Marton Mere during October; inland two flew south over Belmont on 1 Oct.

RING-NECKED PARAKEET Psittacula krameri
Rare feral breeder, fairly frequent escape
As has already happened in other regions of Britain this species may be about to extend its breeding 
range from its core footholds. 
 Records continue to increase in 
Chorley, where there were eleven 
reports from three locations, several 
involving up to four individuals, 
and a pair was in Astley Park in July-
August. 
 In the Preston area a pair bred on 
Howick Cross Lane in Penwortham 
and there were singles at Red Scar in 
February, Haslam Park in February 
and November and Longton Marsh in 
August. ELOC received seven reports 
between April and December from 
Longridge, Barrowford (two birds) 
and Burnley.
 Meanwhile in the home ranges, as 
it were, the Fylde database received 
52 reports, 22 from Lytham Cremato-
rium and vicinity where nest-building was recorded on 14 April; four birds were present on 8 Sept. 
Other reports, all of singles, came from Stanley Park, Layton Cemetery and the Marton Mere area. 
 Counts at the colony in Sefton and Greenbank Parks in Liverpool peaked at eight in February 
and nine in June; there were reports, but without details, of a new breeding cluster in Childwall. 
Elsewhere in the south-west there were singles at Blundellsands in November and Marshside in 
December.

Ring-necked Parakeet, Lee Park Golf Course, south Liverpool, 
28 December (Steve Young)



Lancashire Bird Report 201674

GREAT GREY SHRIKE Lanius excubitor
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant.
There were no records of Great Grey Shrikes overwintering in 2015/16 but spring brought a single 
record at Marshside on 17 April (the fourth site record).
 In the autumn, one was seen on Heysham Barrows on 12 Oct before flying inland. This was 
followed by reports of two at Leighton Moss on 3 Nov, one at Brockholes Wetland on the 6th, one in 
the Lune Valley at Newton and Whittington on 14-31 Dec and one at Burscough Moss on the 22nd. 

MAGPIE Pica pica
Abundant resident.
By far and away the largest congregation of this species during the year was at the massive corvid 
roost site at Egerton where numbers were estimated to be up on last year and in the region of 650-730 
on 21 Dec. 
 Elsewhere in the county, peak numbers were an order of magnitude lower. Up to 60 birds were 
present at pre-roost gatherings near the M57 at Aintree in both winter periods and a count of 56 was 
made at Great Altcar on 14 Dec as birds left their roost. Other large winter roost counts included 40 
at Childwall Woods, Liverpool in January, 30 at Knowsley Safari Park on the 25th, 30 at MMWWT on 
3 March and 38 in Blackpool on the 5th. The species was the sixth commonest in the Chorley DNHS 
Winter Garden Bird Survey. There were no great congregations in the east of the county and double-
figure counts were only regular from the Oswaldtwistle area (up to 14).
 Regular counts at Brockholes Wetland recorded monthly maxima in the region of 15-20 with a 
peak of 29 in January. Fleetwood WWTW also recorded high numbers in the first winter period with 
a peak of 28 on 3 Feb. Seaforth recorded peaks of 19 in the first winter period and 24 in the second.
 Breeding records of this ubiquitous species are generally overlooked in the normal run of things 
but it does remain scarcer in the north-east of the county and on the mosses of the south-west. 
Reserve surveys indicated four pairs at Brockholes Wetland, five at Freshfield Dune Heath and eight 
at Heysham. Four pairs were recorded at Delph Plantations.
 Interestingly, some autumn passage was noted at Fairhaven where there were nine heading east 
on 11 Sept, 56 on 2 Oct, 36 on the 9th and 22 on the 22nd. A similar passage was noted over Crosby, 
peaking at 31 on 9 Oct. On 23 Sept 33 were counted at the Liverpool Garden Festival site.
 A roost of up to 50 birds was at Blackpool’s Devonshire Rock Gardens at the end of the year.

JAY Garrulus glandarius
Common resident. Occasional irruptions, some winter dispersal.
The inexorable colonisation of the Jay towards the coastal regions was exemplified by Marshside’s 
first breeding record, a successful one at that with two juveniles fledged on 17 May. The species 
is becoming established as a breeder at Freshfield Dune Heath with two pairs. Though it remains 
scarce, records are becoming more regular across the Fylde too. Two pairs bred on EDF land at 
Heysham. At Delph Plantations, there were an estimated eight territories in use, mainly in the central 
belt of woodlands.
 There were few large counts; in fact the only one in double figures was that of twelve at Cuerden 
Valley Park in late December, feeding on acorns.
 A great many records were received from all suitable woodland and parkland areas in the east 
and central belt of the county. The Silverdale area remains a stronghold for the species and at the 
other end of the county the Liverpool parks provide perfect habitat, with up to five seen in Sefton 
Park, Princes Park, Everton Park and Childwall Woods. In October, a bird at Oglet was seen imitating 
the calls of a Tawny Owl - both the ‘kewick’ and the wavering hoot call!
 Few migrants were noted but September brought a flurry of records to the Stalmine area while 
October saw two instance of three birds through Heysham on the 8th and 23rd. Eight were noted at 
Great Altcar on 25 Oct.
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JACKDAW Corvus monedula
Common breeding resident, some autumn movement.
In the first winter period the largest reported counts were of 800 at Croston Moss on 30 Jan, up to 
500 at Stocks Reservoir (peak numbers in March), up to 350 at Warton and 300 at Knowsley Safari 
Park. There were 290 at Barnoldswick on 2 Jan and 150 around Barrowford on the 9th; 180 were 
counted along Old Coach Road, Rainford in February and there were three-figure counts from 
several locations around the Fylde. An unusual sight was of a flock of 70 on a traffic island at Weld 
Road, Southport on 14 Jan.
 In the Pilling-Preesall area, 42 pairs were monitored (all but one in nest boxes); they laid 180 eggs 
from which 123 hatched and 113 fledged. Elsewhere, Jackdaws are a common sight nesting in towns 
and villages of east Lancashire – there has been a noticeable increase in the Burnley area in recent 
years and numbers in Rishton seem to be on the rise. There are healthy breeding colonies in Lunt, 
Formby and Whalley but no specific counts were carried out.
 Post-breeding flocks started to get into three figures in July including 100 at Ightenhill Bridge 
on the 14th and 150 over Fleetwood Marsh on the 24th. There were 200 at West Bradford on 2 Aug 
and 190 at Whalley on the 16th. The number of birds congregating around Carnforth Slag Tips/Keer 
Estuary below Warton Crag were monitored regularly throughout the second half of the year and, 
although numbers were sometimes low (as the flocks moved around), peak monthly counts were 120 
in August, 214 in September, 474 in October and over 600 in the second winter period. Looking at this 
series of records, it seems that numbers in mid-October were augmented by passage birds.
 At Fairhaven, counts of 500 on 20 Oct, 950 on the 22nd (in two flocks) and 700 on the 23rd 
were clearly passing birds. Similar peaks were noted at Crosby with a maximum of 450 on 20 Oct. 
Heysham recorded 447 south between 3 Oct and 24 Oct with a maximum of 147 on the 22nd. Similar 
counts were recorded at Rossall School with the peak of 104 on the 22nd. Seaforth recorded a peak 
of 58 on 3 Oct and Brockholes Wetland had 182 on the 20th.
 At the end of October 230 were roosting at  Mere Sands Wood and 400 were counted nearby 
during December. Around 300 roosted at Upper Rivington Reservoir during November and 900 
were counted coming into the roost at Cuerden Valley Park. Over 1000 birds were in a stubble field 
at Peel on 27 Nov with a similar number at Lousanna Farm, Out Rawcliffe on 11 Dec; 700 were in the 
corvid roost at Egerton in late December.

ROOK Corvus frugilegus
Abundant resident.
As usual, a list of the counted rookeries is tabulated below with some extensive counts from the 
Fylde where Rooks are most common.

Fylde

Little Singleton 4 Cross House Farm, Garstang 26
Lodge rookery, Singleton 90 White Horse Bridge, Barton 26
St Michael’s on Wyre 56 + 15 Green Lane, Myerscough 39
Farnholme, Poulton-le-Fylde 8 Myerscough College 110
St Chad’s, Poulton-le-Fylde 12 Myerscough Cottage Farm, Barton 12
Poulton Library 7 Cockerham 65
Little Poulton Lane 49 Knott End 18
Town End, Out Rawcliffe 18 Parrox Hall, Preesall 30
Elletson Arms, Stake Pool 48 Top Plantation, Pilling 9
Ellel Grange 51 Bartle Hall 84
Bradkirk Hall, Wesham 78 Churchtown 141
Gypsy Hole Wood, Mythop 45 Warton Hall 49 + 39
Wrea Green 30 Dobbies GC, Clifton 30
Potters Brook 24 Catterall 23
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Many others in the ELOC area went uncounted as this species gets very few mentions in submis-
sions. There were few records from Liverpool and its environs and the Netherton rookery has now 
been abandoned. However, a cluster of twelve corvid nests at Knowsley Industrial Park later in 
the year looked suspiciously like a rookery. The Scarisbrick rookery developed a couple of satellite 
colonies 1km away in opposite directions with a grand total over the three sites of 35-40 nests. There 
were post-breeding flocks of 400 at Eagland Hill in June and 70 at Wilpshire in September.

Chorley DNHS/SW Lancs WPM/ELOC
Astley Park 4 Turton/Edgworth 115
A49 Euxton 37 Chatburn 6
Burscough Bridge 9 Sawley Grange 11
Bank Brow, Roby Mill 66 Langcliffe Cross 27
Howard Arms, 
Whittle Springs

30 Clitheroe (Brungerley Bridge &
Horrocksford)

12 + 28

Prospect House, Wheelton 69 Victoria Park, Nelson 20
Lower Wheelton 4 Slaidburn 17 + 2 + 5
Red Cat, Wheelton 3 Towneley Park 38
St Chad’s Wheelton 12 Mitton Road, Whalley 16
Croston Bowling Green 75
Croston Town Road 5
Croston Westhead Road 6
Town House Farm, Brindle 25
Brindle Village 0
Buckshaw Village 1
Railway Road, Adlington 39

 A small passage was noted in October with ten south over Seaforth on the 9th and a total of 20 
over Heysham on four dates.
 Large flocks were encountered in both winter periods, especially around Lytham Moss (with up 
to 370 early in the year) and Marton Mere (up to 300 in the second winter period); 250 were in the 
Burscough Moss area in February and 188 at Claughton in January. The Entwistle Plantations roost 
held 250 birds in January and 100 were at Upper Rivington in February; up to 150 roosted at Delph 
Plantations later in the year.

CARRION CROW Corvus corone
Abundant breeding bird. Some southward movement in October.
Though ubiquitous and not a species to set the pulse racing, we do seem to get a good number of 
reports for Carrion Crows, especially where flocks congregate. 
 Crows are a prime target for control in rural areas (keepers at Belmont reported 60 shot/trapped) 
but even so, numbers remain high. Over 350 roosted in larches at Delph Plantations during January 
and into February and there were sizable three-figure roosts at Entwistle Plantations, Roddlesworth 
Plantations and Upper Rivington in the same period.
 There were also some sizable flocks In Liverpool, with up to 200 at Childwall Woods and up to 
120 at Sefton Park in the early part of the year. Regular counts at Brockholes Wetland recorded peaks 
of 64 in February, while similar regular observations around Hesketh Out Marsh and Eccleston both 
had peaks of 30. Counts of 50 were made at Stocks Reservoir, Knowsley Safari Park, Ormskirk and 
Southport Marine Lake in the first winter period. 
 There was a hint of spring passage at Rossall Point with seven on 7 March and ten on 3 April. 
Heysham recorded 40 birds moving north in this period.
 There were few breeding reports although 40 on the roof of St Matthew’s Church, Burnley in June 
suggested highly successful nesting. One pair nested at Heysham, four pairs at Brockholes Wetland, 
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six pairs at Delph Plantations and two pairs at Freshfield Dune Heath. Six nests were monitored in 
north Fylde which resulted in twelve fledged young.
 Larger post-breeding flocks consisted of 150 at Birk Bank, 81 at Carnforth and 72 at Fluke Hall in 
July. There continued to be high numbers around Sefton Park in summer including up to 94 in July. 
A small autumn passage was noted at Heysham, Rossall School, Belmont and Seaforth, primarily in 
mid-October.
 In the second winter period peak roost counts were of 500 at Sefton Meadows, 300 in Roddles-
worth Plantations, 400 at Delph Plantations and twelve at Upper Rivington. At least 70 were roosting 
in Sefton Park in December.

HOODED CROW Corvus cornix
Scarce winter visitor or early spring passage migrant; has bred with Carrion Crow.
There were several records of single birds throughout the year starting with one at Aintree on 3 
March. Singles at Rossall Point on 23 April, Formby on 6 May and Lytham Moss on the 7th.
 A bird was at Blundellsands on the unusual date of 18 July. During autumn passage there was 
one south over Alston Wetland on 25 Sept, another record from Formby Point on 13 Oct and one at 
Cocker’s Dyke on the 31st.

RAVEN Corvus corax
Scarce resident.
Submitted records for this species were spread fairly evenly throughout the year and from a quarter 
of the 1km squares from which records were received via Birdtrack. Looking back over previous 
reports, one can see the staggering increase in records from all areas – the 1999 report suggested 
that they were largely absent from Bowland in the winter months, for example. This situation has 
certainly altered with double-figure counts from the Gisburn Forest/Stocks Reservoir area in January 
and February. Birds were seen in every month bar June at Brockholes Wetland.
 East Lancashire and the West Pennine Moors remain the strongholds for this species; the latter 
had two pairs raising five young between the two sites. In east Lancashire, breeding took place at 
four locations and was probable in another three. Family parties of four and seven respectively were 
feeding on Catlow Fell at the end of May and a party of six was at Coal Clough Windfarm in June.
 Birds were regularly recorded at Birkdale, Kew and Marshside in the Southport area as well 
as Billinge Hill, Rishton, Crook O’ Lune and Leighton Moss. Breeding took place at Black Lane 
Head (Nateby), Crookhey Hall (Cockerham), Out Rawcliffe and Preston Dock and birds that were 
probably nesting in the docks were seen regularly at Seaforth.
 The highest count of the year was of a remarkable 44 going to roost at Hesbert Hall in Gisburn 
Forest on 8 July – double-figure daytime counts were received from nearby Bowland Knotts and 
Catlow Fell in this period as well as from Pendle Hill and Alston Wetland. Another high count was 
of 21 at Belmont Reservoir on 8 Oct.
 Fourteen were at Conder Green in August and five flew west over Crook O’ Lune on the 14th. In 
Liverpool one or two were seen regularly at the Royal Liverpool Hospital and scattered records came 
from Sefton Park and Speke. There were a few records from Heysham of ones and twos, mainly in 
the typical corvid passage periods.

GOLDCREST Regulus regulus
Common breeding bird, especially in the east. Common double passage migrant and winter visitor in 
variable numbers.
Following the stupendous autumn passage of 2015, this year started with Goldcrests recorded all 
over the county. Many were singing from early in the year; one in Speke started on 25 Jan and by the 
end of March males were recorded on territory from ten sites across south Liverpool with a further 
nine sites added in the remainder of spring.
 Up to 80 were wintering in the Delph Plantations and a breeding season survey estimated at least 
80 territories, predominantly in the mature spruce and pine but also in broad-leaved areas. A 152ha 
survey area at Roby Mill yielded an estimated 20 territories. Territorial males were singing in many 
locations across east Lancashire and based on the densities above, there must have been significant 
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numbers in the forested areas of Bowland. Four pairs were located around Chorley and three pairs 
bred at Hesketh GC, Marshside. At the Hermitage Estate, Crook O’ Lune, at least six pairs bred.
 Passage periods bring Goldcrests to many areas – spring passage was typically light with 98 
through Fleetwood (peak of 13 on 30 March) and similar numbers through Heysham (peak of ten on 
31 March). 
 However, autumn is the time when large numbers arrive and this year did not disappoint. As 
in 2015 ringing efforts at Billinge Hill were extremely productive: 756 Goldcrests were processed 
during the autumn, including four controlled birds, three of which had been ringed only one or two 
weeks earlier (Isle of May, Hartlepool and Walney Island). At Heysham migration was steady until 
a peak of 30 on 9 Oct and similar numbers followed throughout the month, finishing with a flourish 
of 37 on the 29th; 185 were trapped and ringed during the autumn here. 
 Large numbers were not in evidence at Fairhaven, but rather a steady trickle of migrants as at 
Seaforth, Belmont, Birkdale and Marshside, although 25 at Fairhaven on 25 Oct and 20 at Marshside 
on the 9th stand out. October also brought good numbers in many other areas with double-figure 
counts from Leighton Moss, Silverdale Moss, Glasson Dock, Mere Sands Wood, Jackhouse Reservoir 
and Marton Mere.
 In contrast to recent years Goldcrests remained very much in evidence through to the end of 
December, including at a good number of sites in the Chorley/Preston area. There was a count of 20 
at Anglezarke in November and 15 at Brockholes Wetland in December. Nine were in Princes Park, 
Liverpool at the end of November.

FIRECREST Regulus ignicapilla
Uncommon passage migrant, scarce in winter.
Another good year for Firecrest records started with one at Aldcliffe from 2 Jan to 14 March. There 
was one at MMWWT on 6 Jan and another nearby at  Mere Sands Wood on 21 Feb. One at Cranberry 
Fold, Darwen on 28 Feb was only the 9th sighting of this species in the ELOC area in the last 40 years. 
March brought a few more records, including at Aintree on the 12th and Red Scar Wood, Preston on 
the 20th. On 4 April singles were recorded at Heysham and Herring Head Wood, Wray.
 Autumn brought a few more to the county with a typical record at Heysham on 29 Oct, followed 
by Morecambe on 8 Nov, Cuerden Valley Park on the 11th, and a female trapped and ringed at 
Billinge Hill on the 13th.

BLUE TIT Cyanistes caeruleus
Abundant breeding bird. Marked autumn passage.
After the poor breeding season in 2015, numbers using regular nest box sites were understand-
ably down. In the Pilling-Preesall area 94 nests were monitored, 820 eggs laid from which 602 
eggs hatched and 559 young fledged, averaging 5.9 fledged per pair. At Moor Piece 21 boxes were 
occupied as were eight at Bowland Wild 
Boar Park. In the Delph Plantations the 
species unsurprisingly preferred the 
broadleaved stands and an estimated 40 
pairs bred. Brockholes Wetland recorded 
twelve pairs and numbers dropped to 
just two pairs at Freshfield Dune Heath.
 Four out of the 21 boxes at Heysham 
contained Blue Tits but only two were 
successful in fledging young. It was a 
better breeding season at the Hermitage 
Estate, Crook O’ Lune, where eight pairs 
bred. Fifteen pairs bred at Warton Crag 
LNR compared with twelve in 2015. 
Seventy two pairs were monitored in 
the Warton/Yealand/Silverdale area, 
averaging 3.9 young per nesting attempt, 
while 56% of the 46 monitored pairs in 

Blue Tit gathering nest material, Liverpool, April 
(Steve Young)
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Roeburndale/Claughton were predated by Weasels, although the overall fledging rate was 3.8 per 
nesting attempt.
 At Challan Hall, regularly-monitored gardens recorded the expected surge of young birds in 
July and August with a peak of 62 on 23 Aug, numbers remaining high to the end of the year. Similar 
patterns were seen at Leighton Moss and Brockholes Wetland. 
 There was little significant autumn passage at coastal sites and the only evidence of irruptive 
behaviour was of a flock of five at Heysham on 9 Oct.

GREAT TIT Parus major
Abundant breeding bird, less common on autumn passage than Blue Tit.
It was a much better year for Great Tits and, in general, more boxes were occupied by Great Tits 
than Blue Tits. In the Pilling-Preesall area 58 nests were monitored, 410 eggs laid from which 296 
eggs hatched and 270 young fledged, averaging 4.7 per pair. Brockholes Wetland recorded 18 pairs 
while numbers held up at Freshfield Dune Heath with four pairs. Nine boxes were occupied at 
Heysham and four at Bowland Wild Boar Park. The Hermitage Estate at Crook O’ Lune had three 
pairs and at the Delph Plantations an estimated 35 pairs bred. Seventeen pairs bred at Warton Crag 
LNR compared with 14 in 2015; 68% of 27 pairs in Roeburndale and Caton were successful with 3.2 
young fledged per nesting attempt.
 Compared to Blue Tits, following the initial post-breeding dispersal, peak counts at Challan 
Hall, Leighton Moss and Brockholes Wetland remained even throughout the year. This pattern was 
also seen at sites across east Lancashire.
 There was little obvious visible migration recorded in the autumn months. Fourteen in a 
hedgerow at Preesall at the end of November was a particularly large ‘flock’ as most double-figure 
counts submitted relate to total counts in an area.

COAL TIT Periparus ater
Common breeding bird. Some irruptive movements in autumn.
The Coal Tit came a creditable eighth in the Chorley DNHS Winter Garden Bird Survey in terms of 
both frequency of visits and number of individuals. High winter counts typically came from well-
forested areas – the Delph Plantations had a wintering population of over 50 and at Stocks Reservoir, 
over 27 were counted on 11 Jan – with probably far more throughout Gisburn Forest. Ringing activi-
ties near Browsholme Hall recorded very high daily figures. 
 A cautious estimate of 70 breeding territories was made for the Delph Plantations and at least ten 
pairs nested at the Hermitage Estate, Crook O’ Lune. Other breeding reports were limited but those 
that did came from a wide variety of garden/parkland/woodland areas from all over the county with 
the highest concentrations around the large coniferous plantations.
 Autumn passage was generally unremarkable but a small irruptive movement was noted at 
Heysham during October. Fairhaven recorded 27 in October with 13 on the 6th. Challan Hall had 
good numbers of birds in the second half of the year with a daily maximum of 28 in November.

WILLOW TIT* Poecile montana
Scarce breeder in the birch copses of the south-west. Very rare elsewhere.
Willow Tits remain extremely scarce in the county, being mainly confined to the south of Chorley to 
Billinge/St. Helens and west to Burscough. In the early part of the year, birds were noted at Abbey 
Lakes, Rufford, Eccleston Mere, Hic Bibi, Old Bagganley Lane (Chorley), Arley NR, Great Knowley 
and just south of Preston at Fishwick Bottoms. There were a couple of records from MMWWT.
 There is an active group surveying the Chorley area for Willow Tits and in April this produced 
records from seven sites including Cuerden Valley Park, with successful breeding pairs located at 
Hic Bibi and Arley NR. One pair held territory at Billinge Hill and from the ringing records probably 
bred successfully. A confirmed breeding pair was located at nearby Roby Mill with garden records 
throughout the year. In the St. Helens area breeding was confirmed at three sites: Stanley Bank, 
Burgy Banks and Red Brow Wood.
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 Post-breeding records came from Lower Healey on 17 Sept, and Homer Green SW, Lunt on the 
20th. Second winter period reports were received from the usual sites in the Chorley region as well 
as Moss Farm, Rainford on 9 Dec.
 In the east of the county, there were winter sightings at Wood End SW near Burnley. There were 
significant gaps between the sightings (Sept 2015, 9 Jan 2016, 29 Feb & 22 Nov) but these probably 
relate to one individual wandering and returning the next winter as was the case with the Cottam 
bird a few years ago.

MARSH TIT* Poecile palustris
Fairly common breeder in the north of the county. Virtually absent south of the Ribble and in the Fylde.
The only place in the county where you can reliably see this species is in the Leighton Moss area and 
the surrounding areas and where in excess of 99% of the reported occurrences come from. No details 
of any breeding surveys were received and the numbers reported were generally small single-figure 
counts with the exception of 14 in February around Leighton Moss. No records were received from 
further up the Lune Valley and the woodland surrounding its tributaries.
 Away from the north Lancashire, a single bird was recorded at Moor Piece on 13 April, and on 
the Fylde one was noted at Warton Bank from 3-10 Dec. It is rather interesting to note that three 
of the previous five records from the Fylde since the turn of the century have come from the same 
location.

BEARDED TIT Panurus biarmicus
Resident at Leighton Moss. Rare elsewhere.
Bearded Tits are doing well at Leighton Moss. Ringing efforts confirmed a good 62% overwinter 
survival rate amongst the young of 2015; 25pairs bred.
 There was a positive spate of records from the Fylde this year during October dispersal but as 
many of the Leighton Moss birds are ringed, the lack of markings on these birds suggested a source 
from farther afield. The first were at Marton Mere where five appeared on 22 Oct with four on the 
24th remaining to the 29th and a final three on the 31st. Perhaps the same birds, or some of them, 
turned up at Fleetwood Marsh Nature Park on 29 Oct when four were seen, increasing to six the 
following day with one trapped and ringed. Up to six were reported throughout November and into 
December with the final report of six on the 7th.

WOODLARK* Lullula arborea
Vagrant
One flew over Billinge Hill, calling, on 3 Nov (P Alker). Although there were several reports of 
Woodlarks in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries this is only the second fully-documented 
county record; the previous occurrence was another calling flyover, at Heysham in March 1996.

SKYLARK Alauda arvensis
Abundant breeding bird and passage migrant. Red List (breeding decline)
Flocks in the first winter period were on the low side with peaks of 105 and 170 in the Pilling area in 
January; 50 at Hesketh Out Marsh on 5 Jan was the highest count in the south-west, and one hundred 
and fifty on Croston Moss, Chorley on the 16th was the largest inland gathering. 
 Returning birds were in evidence in the uplands from late January and Skylarks were present at 
twelve sites in east Lancashire in February; at least eight were in song above Belmont by 27 Feb. A 
light passage at Heysham from mid-February to mid-March was the only report of spring migration 
received.
 There were relatively few detailed reports of breeding activity this year. In the south-west no 
data were received from the stronghold Ribble Estuary sites but 22 pairs nested at MMWWT, at least 
ten on Birkdale Green Beach, seven at Lunt Meadows, six at Billinge Hill, St Helens and two on RAF 
Woodvale; territorial males were reported throughout south Liverpool/Knowsley and the Fylde and 
102 pairs nested on the RSPB’s Morecambe Bay reserve. In the uplands ELOC received reports of 
territorial males at 13 widespread locations, there were about five pairs at Belmont Reservoir and 
four singing males in April and seven in May in a 1km BBS square on Darwen Moor, but no breeding 
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activity was recorded along 10km of the River Lune between Leck Beck and Hornby where 14 terri-
tories were located in 2015.
 Thirty-plus above Belmont on 13 Aug was the first sign of autumn movement but there was very 
little activity until the middle of September. Coastal passage was again quite light, as in 2015; it was 
mainly concentrated in late September and the first half of October with peaks of 200 at Cockersand 
on 29 Sept, 324 at Crosby Coastal Park next day, 211 over Fairhaven Lake on 1 Oct, 300+ at Altcar 
Withins on the 3rd and 100 at Barnaby’s Sands on the 16th. Counts of 75 and 55 respectively at 
Heysham and Seaforth on 9 Oct were those sites’ peak autumn movements. 
 Inland there was a light southward passage over Belmont on 1 Oct; up to 50 Skylarks on Croston 
Moss in October increased to 70 in early November. The last report in east Lancashire came from 
Alston Wetland on 12 Nov. Numbers at the year’s end were exceptionally low everywhere: c.110 
were at New Lane, Eagland Hill on 27 Nov, 80+ at Marton Mere on 1 Dec and 100 at Bretherton Eyes 
on the 3rd.

SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia
Common breeding bird and passage migrant. Amber List (species of European conservation concern)
The first Sand Martin of 2016 was over Preesall Flashes in the Fylde on 15 March followed by two at 
Brockholes Wetland on the 18th; two at Lunt Meadows on the 23rd began the spring passage in the 
south-west. The north, east Lancashire and Chorley all welcomed their first Sand Martins next day, 
at Pine Lake, Rowley Lake and Cuerden Valley Park respectively. 
 Passage got into gear quite quickly, with counts including 150 at Brockholes, 130 at Dockacres 
and 70 in Avenham Park, Preston before the end of the month; 123 passed Rossall Point on 31 
March.
 For the second year in a row heavy movements were widespread during April. Peaks in the Fylde 
included 1000 at Preesall Flashes on 2 April and 200 at Marton Mere on the 12th and Cockerham on 
the 19th; in the north 350 were at Barrow Scout on 3 April and 400 at Leighton Moss and 250 at 
Crook O’ Lune on the 13th, when 120 also passed over Lunt Meadows in the south-west. Later in the 
month 300 were at Brockholes on 25 April and 500 on the 28th, when another 200 moved over Alston 
Wetlands. Movements dwindled away very quickly in early May; there were 800 at Brockholes and 
100 at Crook O’ Lune on 2 May but no count thereafter exceeded 50.
 The story of the Sand Martin’s breeding this year is briefly told, as no data were received from 
the Lune Valley stronghold or the colonies in the Preston area and there was only partial coverage 
in other regions. In east Lancashire 78 pairs bred at Pendle Hall and 24 at Calder Foot, but the fate of 
the long-established colonies on the Altham-Martholme stretch of the River Calder illustrates one of 
the many obstacles this species must overcome: after a healthy increase to a total of 104 active nests 
last year, erosion of riverbanks due to rain in December reduced the 2016 total to a mere 18 pairs. 
The only other breeding report received was of 91 active nest-holes at Adlington sand-quarry in 
Chorley.
 There were very few significant counts during the autumn passage period. Three hundred were 
at Leighton Moss on 19 Aug but 29 at Fairhaven Lake on the 17th was that month’s peak count in 
the Fylde; there were nine September records there of one to three birds and the region’s last Sand 
Martin was at Conder Green on 23 Sept. Two at Hesketh Out Marsh on 10 Sept was the last record 
in the south-west and 20 at Parsonage Reservoir on the 15th ended the year in east Lancashire; 17 at 
Arkholme on 29 Sept was the last significant flock anywhere in the county. Three Sand Martins were 
recorded in October, one at Crook O’ Lune on the 1st and two at Brockholes on the 3rd.

SWALLOW Hirundo rustica
Abundant breeding bird and passage migrant. Amber list (species of European conservation concern)
The first Swallows of 2016 arrived over a broad front in the last week of March, one at Knott End on 
the 23rd was immediately followed by birds in the south-west next day, in north and east Lancashire 
on the 26th and Chorley on the 28th. There were 20 at Brockholes on 29 March and 26 more reports 
in the Fylde included 15 passing over Rossall Point on the 31st. In marked contrast to the case of the 
Sand Martin, movements in April were at an extremely low level everywhere until late in the month; 
there were 70 at Blea Tarn in north Lancashire on 24 April and 110 at Marton Mere and c.50 at Alston 
Wetland on the 28th.
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 A surge of movements in early May appears to have been restricted to northern coasts: 333 
north-east over Rossall Point on 5 May were followed by 1053 there, 353 at Fluke Hall, Pilling and 
510 at Heysham on the 7th and 103 at Rossall Point next day. Two hundred at Marshside on 26 May 
was the only other three-figure report received. 
 The usual scanty breeding reports included twelve pairs at Arkholme and 14 birds around 
breeding sites at a Belmont farm as early as 14 April; there were nesting reports from five sites in east 
Lancashire. On the coast a pair nested on EDF property at Heysham and 13 pairs in stables beside 
Freshfield Dune Heath; 56 pairs in 73 monitored nests north of the Wyre laid 318 eggs and fledged 
225 young.
 In contrast to the spring the post-breeding and autumn passage periods saw some very wide-
spread and heavy roosts and movements, beginning with feeding flocks of 100+ over Withnell Fold, 
Chorley on 24 July and 350 at Longridge on the 30th; on the latter date 2000 Swallows roosted at 
Fleetwood Tip. There were three four-figure roosts at Fleetwood Tip during August peaking at 6000 
birds on 5 & 22nd, and seven three-figure counts in coastal regions including 270 at Lunt Meadows 
on 2 Aug and 386 at Fairhaven and 400 at Marton Mere on the 18th.
  Five three-figure counts in inland areas peaked at 800 over the River Lune at Wennington on 24 
Aug. September peaks included a roost of 1500 at Buckshaw Industrial Estate, Chorley on the 11th 
and 1041 over Fairhaven on the 14th; nine three-figure counts included 150 at Seaforth on 6 Sept, 230 
at Crosby Coastal Park next day and 100 at Dunsop Bridge on the 13th.
 Swallows continued to move on a broad front, albeit in reduced numbers, throughout October; six 
double-figure counts included 37 south over Marton Mere on 2 Oct, 26 at Jackhouse, Oswaldtwistle 
next day, the last 16 on the West Pennine Moors south over Belmont on the 10th and ten at Oglet 
on the 19th. Singles at Heysham on 21 Oct and Burnley on the 25th were the last Swallows in north 
and east Lancashire, respectively, and one at Hesketh Out Marsh on the 31st ended the year in the 
south-west. There was only one November record, a single bird south over Cockersand on 11 Nov.

HOUSE MARTIN Delichon urbicum
Common breeding bird and passage migrant . Amber List (breeding decline)
There were five widespread records in the last days of March, singles at Lunt Meadows on 25 March 
and Brockholes Wetland next day, east Lancashire’s first at Altham on the 30th and two at Rossall 
Point on the 31st. The first to arrive in Chorley was at Bretherton Eyes on 3 April and the north’s 
first at Leighton Moss next day. Passage in April was very light with only four double-figure counts 
received, the highest of these 17 at Preesall Flashes on the 18th and twelve at Hesketh Out Marsh on 
the 23rd. Movements in May were slightly more noticeable, peaking at 113 at Fleetwood Marsh on 7 
May and 220 at Marshside on the 26th; a total of nine double-figure counts included east Lancashire’s 
spring peak, 24 in the Dunsop Valley on the 12th. No significant June movements were reported.
 Although little information on breeding was received two reports suggesedt an improvement 
in the species’ situation: a full survey of Belmont Village found a good increase to 23 active nests 
with broods still present up to 29 Sept, and an observer in Birkdale reported a growth in colony 
sizes there. Elsewhere in the West Pennine Moors there were eight active nests at a farm near Delph 
Reservoir; breeding was recorded at four locations in east Lancashire and adults were still feeding 
young in two nests at Caton in the Lune Valley on 2 Oct. Nearer to the coast there were nests at 13 
widespread locations in the Fylde and at five in south Liverpool/Knowsley.
 Post-breeding and autumn movements began in the middle of July with c.60 birds at Clitheroe on 
17 July and c.70 at Lower Wheathead on the 19th. Fifty-plus moved south over the tide at Marshside 
on 9 Aug and passage over Fairhaven during the month included 53 on 18 Aug, 97 on the 25th and 50 
on the 27th; inland, there were 40 at Eccleston, Chorley on the 23rd. The pace of migration increased 
significantly in September with eleven three-figure and nine double-figure counts reported. One 
hundred and forty-five were at Lower Wheathead on 1 Sept and 300 at White Coppice, Chorley on 
the 11th with 500 there on the 20th; there were 600+ at Arkholme on the 29th. Peak counts on the 
coast included 230 at Lunt Meadows on 11 Sept and 319 at Crosby Coastal Park on the following 
day.
 Birds were still around breeding sites in Chorley and Heskin in early October; three at Adlington 
on 12 Oct were the last House Martins in the region. Passage continued at a low level throughout the 
county during the first few days of the month; there were four records in east Lancashire with the 
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last bird at Burnley on 9 Oct and seven in the Fylde to the last three birds at Fairhaven on the 8th. 
The last in the West Pennine Moors moved south over Belmont on 2 Oct and nine at Hornby on the 
5th ended the year in the north; there were three October records at Brockholes Wetland and 16 there 
on the 19th were the county’s last House Martins of 2016.

CETTI’S WARBLER Cettia cetti
Scarce but increasing breeding resident.
Peak numbers reported varied between observers at Marton Mere, but there were apparently up to 
eleven in late March and early April, and birds continued to be recorded at spillover sites including 
Herons Reach GC, Lawson Road Wetland, Staining Nook and a little further away at Stockydale 
Pits. 
 There was a total of six pairs on the RSPB Morecambe Bay properties including Leighton Moss, 
with spillover in this area including Carnforth recycling centre, the Keer Estuary and Silverdale 
and Storrs Mosses. At the final ‘traditional’ site of Fleetwood Marsh five new birds ringed and two 
retraps suggested at least a stable and probably increasing population.
 There were more reports from other well-watched sites as colonisation continues. A minimum of 
seven records were noted at Marshside, mainly in the SSSI ditch and at Junction Pool. One, perhaps 
two, were at Lunt Meadows in the first winter period and and two confirmed later in the year. Birds 
were noted in four months at MMWWT, including two individuals in late December. There was one 
at Brockholes in early November and two in north Lancashire at Middleton. Other reports came 
from Hightown, and in October apparent dispersal at Kincraig Lake, Blackpool on the 13th and 
Sunderland Point on the 30th.

 
Cetti’s Warbler, Marton Mere, 15 April (Mick McGough)

LONG-TAILED TIT Aegithalos caudatus
Very common breeding resident.
In the CDNHS Winter Garden Bird Survey Long-tailed Tits were the eleventh most numerous species 
and recorded in 17/19 gardens, representing their highest ever position and reflecting the increasing 
adaptation of the species to bird feeders. 
 When reporting casual counts of flocks the usual caveat applies that the largest usually involve 
consolidated totals of several flocks. A count of 70 at Belmont in late October involved three flocks, 
while 45 at Brockholes on 15 Sept involved several flocks. At MMWWT the peak count was 44 in July, 
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while nearby the maximum was 31 in December. Fylde maxima comprised at least 20 at Carr House 
Green Common, Haslam Park and Herons Reach Golf Course in August. In the east the largest totals 
reported were 33 at Jackhouse in November, 28 in Burnley in October and 26 at Holden Wood in 
September. The LDBWS area highest counts were 26 in Lancaster on 31 May and 22 at Arkholme on 
7 Oct.
 A breeding bird survey of Delph Plantations suggested a population of twelve pairs; seven pairs 
in the Aintree study area was an increase on recent years. There were six pairs on the EDF Energy 
land at Heysham and four pairs at Brockholes. In the east breeding was noted at Dutton, Jackhouse, 
Low Moor, Stocks Boardhouse and Whalley but must have occurred at many other locations.
 In the autumn there was no evidence of high-flying irruptive dispersal at Heysham, though 
flocks of up to 20 in late October and early November were thought possibly to be a more local 
movement.

YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER Phylloscopus inornatus
Scarce but increasing autumn passage migrant.
There was yet another step change in the status of this species with an unprecedented influx during 
the first half of October, followed by smaller numbers later that month. Records are summarised 
below by region, as the time has come –  unless there is a reversal in fortunes – not to detail all 
sightings. It is very difficult to work out total numbers, but it seems likely well over 100 birds were 
involved. 
 The main influx was preceded by one trapped at Billinge Hill on 22 Sept, where two more were 
trapped in October, and one at Hic Bibi, Chorley on the 25th which, ironically, was seen just after 
ringing nets had been taken down.
 In the LDBWS area there were at least 26 through Heysham alone between 1 and 16 October. 
Evidence from lack of retraps or many sightings of ringed birds in the field suggested a rapid 
throughput, and it was considered many may have been missed; and this was presumably the case 
elsewhere as well. Birds were recorded at Leighton Moss on several dates between the 8th and 27th, 
with a peak of four on the 22nd. There were five singles at Sunderland Point between the 3rd and 
17th with a couple of records from Aldcliffe and one from Hest Bank.
 There were two records in east Lancashire, at Lee Green on 2 Oct and Wood End SW on the 23rd, 
with three records at Brockholes and one nearby in Fulwood. In the south-west at least four were 
trapped at Brookvale LNR, and two at Freshfield Dune Heath, while there were two records each 
at Seaforth and Crosby though with potential overlap. At least four were reported from Marshside, 
with a further ten or so in total at various other Southport sites, Ormskirk and St Helens. MMWWT 
reported simply ‘several’ in October, while nine at Hightown included three on the 10th. The peak 
daily count in the area was four at Formby Point on 4 Oct.
 There were perhaps 35 different birds in the Fylde between 3 and 29 Oct, with two birds seen 
together at Blackpool South Shore and Glasson. After the small second wave of records in late 
October it was to be expected that at least one would be lingering somewhere in the county into 
November, and this was the case with one seen at Euxton on 12 Nov. 
 It may prove with hindsight that the autumn of 2016 was exceptional, with the notable run of 
easterly winds in October, but the fact remains that when the winds swing to the east at the right 
time this species is now expected rather than hoped for in Lancashire.

WOOD WARBLER Phylloscopus sibilatrix
Scare and declining breeder and passage migrant
It was perhaps the poorest spring ever recorded for passage birds. Good coverage in the Fleetwood 
area yielded singles on 2 and 8 May, but with none at any other Fylde sites or in the Heysham area. 
One was recorded in Ormskirk on 30 April. 
 The most significant breeding information came from Wheelton Plantation, where a remarkable 
seven birds, including six singing males, were present on 15 May. At least two males proceeded 
to hold territory at this site at regular locations. Records elsewhere in the Chorley area came from 
Stronstrey Bank and Lead Mines Clough.
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 The continuing plight of the species was reflected in only four records in east Lancashire, 
including probable breeding at Moor Piece and spring birds at Barley on 4 May and Hoddlesden 
Reservoir on 8 May. In the north one was at Roeburndale on 5 May and a pair at Claughton on 26 
May with the male heard until at least 11 June.
 Autumn migrants were very thin on the ground; they included singles at Leighton Moss on 28 
June, 29-30 July and 2-3 Aug, and Barnoldswick on 5 & 10 August. 

CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita
Common breeder and passage migrant, uncommon in winter
Wintering numbers continue to increase. As well as scattered singles there were two together at 
Lancaster in January, and Marton Mere and Damside WTW, Pilling in December. These were 
eclipsed, however, by no fewer than five at Brockholes on 18 Dec. 
 Migrant arrival dates can be difficult to discern but included 20 March at Eccleston, Chorley, the 
21st at Lowerhouse Lodges and Whalley in the east, Speke on the 23rd and the 25th at Heysham. 
Spring passage at Heysham was unremarkable, peaking at twelve on 13 April while there were 25 at 
Fleetwood on 4 April.
 In the 152ha patch at Roby Mill there were 36 singing males, an increase on the previous two 
years, and at least eight territorial males in the Birkdale area. Spring counts in the Lancaster area 
included 19 males at Warton Crag LNR, compared with 15 in 2015. In south Liverpool/Knowsley up 
to 13 were singing at Tarbock Hall Farm and ten at Oglet. Twelve territories in the Aintree study area 
was unchanged, but over the last five years represented an increase of a third. 
 The breeding bird survey for UU of Delph Plantations realised seven territories, with a further 
six singing males in the Belmont area. There were 13 pairs at Freshfield Dune Heath, which was 
a drop of four. Up to twelve were singing in the Marton Mere area in April, while there up to 18 
singing at Brockholes at the same time. Six pairs on EDF Energy land at Heysham was slightly down 
but productivity was considered reasonable; five pairs at Hesketh GC was unchanged.
 Autumn passage at Heysham was reasonable, but with a run of nights of good conditions there 
was a continuous throughput rather than major falls. There were 22 at Barrow Scout on 19 Sept. As 
with Willow Warbler, most of the 340 trapped at Billinge Hill were caught in autumn though over a 
much more protracted season than for that species, with 73 in July, 61 in August, 175 in September 
and 28 in October; eleven were trapped there as late as 2 Oct.

SIBERIAN CHIFFCHAFF* Phylloscopus collybita tristis
Vagrant
It was a very good year with six accepted records. The species remains on the county rarities list, and 
a number of reports were not supported by descriptions.
 In the first winter period singles were at Aldcliffe Marsh from January to at least 7 March (J 
Carter et al) and Croston sewage works on 10 Feb (I Ball), while in spring one was singing near the 
toilet block at Glasson on 4 April (A Baines) with another bird noted at MMWWT on the 11th (A 
Bunting).
 There were two November records: one trapped at Heysham on the 13th (PJ Marsh), and one 
photographed and sound-recorded at Brockholes on the 15-25th (WC Aspin et al).

WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochilus
Abundant breeding bird and passage migrant
Arrival was noted in late March at Catforth on the 26th, Avenham Park, Preston the next day, 
Fleetwood on the 30th and Birkdale and MMWWT on the 31st. A mass arrival was noted at Belmont 
on 17 April with 70+ singing birds. In contrast there were few significant falls on the coast with peaks 
of 30 at Ainsdale on 10 April, 27 at Fleetwood on 13 April while at Heysham it was just twelve the 
same day. To give some context, the spring total at Heysham was lower than many single net rounds 
in the 1980s!
 In a study area at Roby Mill there were 46 singing males, up on 39 in 2015. Thirty eight terri-
tories were occupied in the Delph Plantations, mainly around the reservoir or in areas of regenera-
tion following roadside felling. Around Slaidburn high populations were reflected in 36 at Stocks 
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Reservoir and 29 at Grindleton Forest in April, although there could be some overlap in these 
counts. There were 26 singing males on Winmarleigh Moss on 9 May, at least 35 were noted in the 
Birkdale area and 17 in a BBS square at Belmont in May. Eleven pairs at Freshfield Dune Heath was 
a reduction of three, while territories in the Aintree study area returned to seven following a dip in 
2015. In Knowsley 22 were singing at Tarbock Hall Farm on 15 May.
 Fifty one males were singing along the Lune between Leck and Hornby, and there were five 
territories on Warton Crag LNR, down one from 2015.
 Despite the underwhelming spring passage there was a good showing in autumn, presum-
ably reflecting a strong breeding season, including at least 80 at Leighton Moss in mid-August and 
good ringing totals at Heysham at this time with 122 trapped during the month. A total of 367 were 
ringed at Billinge Hill, with the majority in the autumn and the main period between 17 July and 14 
August.
 Migrant departure dates in September included the 17th at Belmont, Leighton Moss and 
Marshside, the 18th at Freckleton Naze, the 27th at Hollins Marsh, East Lancashire. October records 
can be problematic, not so one trapped at Heysham on the 8th.

Willow Warbler, Liverpool, 9 April (Steve Young)

BLACKCAP Sylvia atricapilla
Very common breeding bird and passage migrant, fairly common winter visitor
Wintering birds this year included four at Southport Hillside in the first winter period and three at 
Birkdale in December, while the normal ones and twos were widely distributed, including inland 
four in east Lancashire are, four in Chorley and one in Belmont.
 First arrival in numbers appeared to be during the period 6-8 April. Spring passage was not 
particularly clear-cut at coastal sites but did include ten in the Fleetwood area on 13 April; there were 
thought to be good numbers through Heysham but non-ringing coverage was limited.
 The survey of the Delph Plantations located eleven territories, with a further 20+ in the wider 
Belmont area. The total of 33 singing males in the Roby Mill study area was an increase on the 
previous two years; 26 were singing at Sefton Meadows on 23 May; 23 pairs were identified on 
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the Brockholes census; 16 singing males were in the Birkdale area; at least twelve at Oglet in south 
Liverpool; six pairs on EDF Energy land at Heysham, where local productivity was assessed as very 
good based on juveniles trapped in July and August; eight territories on the Aintree study area and 
six pairs on Hesketh GC were both unchanged, while six territories at Carr Mill Dam was a fall of 
two.
 Twelve pairs on Warton Crag LNR were the same as last year, while 20 males were singing along 
the Lune from Leck to Hornby. 
 Autumn dispersal counts included up to twelve at Aldcliffe and ten at Marton Mere in August 
and nine in September. There were 220 ringed at Billinge Hill between July and early November, 
with a peak of 88 in September. Passage at Heysham was unermarkable late in the autumn, while at 
Seaforth there were seven bird-days at this time peaking at three on 7 Oct.

Blackcap, Lunt Meadows, 12 August (Dave Finnegan)

BARRED WARBLER* Sylvia nisoria
Vagrant
A juvenile was trapped an ringed at Middleton on 10 Sept (J Roberts et al). This bird appeared 
in apparently unpromising conditions, and was the only one reported to the national information 
services on that date.

GARDEN WARBLER Sylvia borin
Fairly common breeding bird and passage migrant
The first arrival was one In the Chorley area at Ellerbeck on 17 April. Birds were not noted in east 
Lancashire until 1 May, while the first of an unremarkable four in spring at Heysham was on the 8th. 
The largest counts of coastal migrants came from Fleetwood with four on 7th May and five on the 
8th, with three at Stanley Park, Blackpool on the 9th.
 A total of 14 pairs were recorded on the RSPB Morecambe Bay properties, presumably mostly on 
Warton Crag, where fifteen males were noted singing on 12 May over the whole site. Other breeding 
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records included 13 pairs at Brockholes, and seven males at Roby Mill – an increase on recent years. 
Peak counts in east Lancashire were six at Dutton and five at Calderstones; two were singing in 
Croasdale in July. In the Chorley area a pair fledged three young at Cuerden Valley Park, while birds 
were on territory at White Coppice and Withnell Fold, and there were four territories in the Belmont 
area, including two at Delph Plantations. 
 Autumn passage came unexpectedly early and pronounced at Heysham, commencing on 21 July 
with 30 trapped through to mid-September. Other relatively late migrants were noted in September 
at Ridge Farm, Pilling on the 11th, Hesketh Out Marsh on the 12th and Marton Mere on the 14th.

WHITETHROAT Sylvia communis
Very common breeder and passage migrant
Birds arrived on a broad front on 13 April at Cuerden Valley Park, Lunt Meadows and Lytham St 
Annes NR. Elsewhere, the first was at Heysham 20 April and in east Lancashire on the 22nd.
 At Heysham there were eleven pairs on EDF Energy property, while ‘numerous’ pairs were 
noted on and around Middleton NR. Local productivity and subsequent passage was considered 
very good. 
 The population in the Roby Mill study area was unchanged at 38 singing males, while five terri-
tories in the Aintree study area was at the bottom end of recent totals. On 12 May 29 singing males 
were at Oglet on the Mersey estuary, with 13 singing at Tarbock Hall Farm the following day. A total 
of 22 pairs bred at Marshside between Hesketh GC and Crossens WTP. The census at Brockholes 
estimated 26 breeding pairs, while at Birkdale LNR numbers were considered to be stable at around 
25 territories. A minimum of 18 pairs nested at Lunt Meadows, and 15 pairs at Freshfield Dune 
Heath was the highest total since 2011. Eight territories in the Belmont area included two at Delph 
Plantations. In east Lancashire the peak count was nine at Jackhouse on 13 June, while in Chorley 
ten were on Croston Moss on 5 Aug. There was anecdotal evidence of local decline, including fewer 
records at the Crook O’Lune and Halton. 
 Passage appeared relatively limited in the autumn, for example numbers at Heysham dropped 
off sharply in September and there were reduced numbers in east Lancashire compared with last 
year. Limital dates included 19 Sept at Jackhouse, the 20th at Knott End, the 21st on Billinge Hill, the 
23rd at Heysham, and finally the 24th at Lunt Meadows.

Whitethroat, Carr House Green Common, 2 May (Paul Ellis)
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LESSER WHITETHROAT Sylvia curruca
Uncommon breeding bird and passage migrant
The first arrivals were at Ulnes Walton and Thonton ICI reservoir on 13 April. Heysham’s first on the 
19th was followed by an influx of at least five on the 20th, while there were seven at Cotestones on 
the 22nd and five at Fleetwood on the 23rd.
 In the Heysham area there were five pairs on EDF Energy land and at least four in the vicinity 
of Middleton NR, but local productivity was considered rather poor. In north Lancashire there were 
four pairs on the RSPB Morecambe Bay properties and one on Warton Crag LNR, while birds were 
reported from only four sites in east Lancashire and territorial birds at just four sites in the Chorley 
area. 
 Heysham enjoyed a significant passage of non-local birds in autumn, with 45 ringed from the 
beginning of August to mid-September. One was at Arkholme on 6 Aug. Late migrants were singles 
in September at Conder Green on the 11th, Marton Mere on the 14th and finally Heysham Head on 
the 23rd.

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locustella naevia
Fairly common breeding bird and passage migrant
One at Seaforth on 12 April was followed by a widespread arrival the following day, including birds 
at Fleetwood, Lunt Meadows, Marton Mere and Roby Mill. Four were reeling at Ainsdale on 17 
April.
 There were 21 territories in the Belmont area, up four on 2015, including seven around Belmont 
Reservoir. By contrast it was a relatively poor year in east Lancashire, with 19 records a lower total 
than in any of the previous three years. There were at least eight territories in the Birkdale area, seven 
on the RSPB Morecambe Bay properties and in the Roby Mill area; this was considered conservative 
but was still higher than in the previous two years. Several territories were reported in Rossendale 
around Clowbridge and Haslingden Grane. There were perhaps four pairs in the Heysham area and 
four were singing at Marton Mere on 1 May, with three at Brockholes on 4-5 May.
 In September one was at Belmont on the 4th, and over a month after the last local birds disap-
peared a migrant was trapped and ringed at Heysham on the 13th.

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
Common breeding bird and passage migrant
An early arrival was at Croston reedbed on 9 April and thereafter arrivals were at Leighton Moss, 
Lunt Meadows and MMWWT on the 13th, and Marshside, Marton Mere and Heysham on the 14th. 
A fall of five at Seaforth on 6 May was the only record there.
 Breeding totals included 28 pairs at MMWWT, 23 at Marshside between Hesketh GC and 
Crossens WTP (a considerable increase), at least 22 at Lunt Meadows, 14 pairs at Brockholes and 13 
were singing at Carr House Green Common, Inskip. Incomplete data were received from Leighton 
Moss and the peak of 17 birds was presumably a considerable underestimate. The peak count in 
south Liverpool was five singing on Garston shore on 14 May. Breeding was confirmed at two sites 
in both the CDNHS and ELOC areas respectively. Ten pairs were found on the Lune Valley survey, 
compared with six last year.
 There was evidence of decline in some areas with no territorial birds in the Belmont area and, 
although there were six pairs on Middleton NR, there was only one on EDF Energy land at Heysham. 
There were none on a 152ha patch at Roby Mill, where there had been four in 2014.
  Six were trapped in autumn at Billinge Hill, well away from any nesting sites and seven passed 
through Belmont in similar circumstances. The last were at Heysham on 11 Sept, Leighton Moss on 
the 19th and Belmont on the 20th.

REED WARBLER Acrocephalus scirpaceus
Fairly common breeder, uncommon passage migrant
Although there some earlier reports the first confirmed record was at Marton Mere on 12 April. The 
first in the Chorley area was on 1 May at Croston, and at Seaforth on the 4th.
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 Breeding records at the main reedbed sites included 24 pairs at MMWWT, eleven at Brockholes, 
ten at Marshside with one at adjoining Hesketh GC, and a minimum of eight at Lunt Meadows. 
Leighton Moss was not censused this year. Elsewhere, six sang along the canal at Rufford, five in 
the Tagg’s Island reedbed at Birkdale, six were singing at Middleton NR, and Heysham NR held 
wo territories. Birds were noted at three sites in Chorley (Croston, Ulnes Walton and Yarrow Valley 
Park) and two in east Lancashire (Grimsargh Wetland and Salterforth). 
 Data were incomplete from the main Fylde sites, although at least 15 were singing at Marton 
Mere, 55 were trapped at Fleetwood Marsh Nature Park during the season and up to nine were 
singing on the canal at Barton in June. 
 There were at least three territories at Aintree, one pair nested at Seaforth, while in south 
Liverpool one sang from a small reedbed at Tarbock Hall Farm in late June.
 Five were trapped at Billinge Hall in the typical late July and August period. In September rela-
tively late birds were noted at Lunt Meadows on the 20th and Heysham on the 21st, while the last of 
the year were singles at Cockersand on 8 Oct and at Leighton Moss on the 9th.

‘CASPIAN REED WARBLER’ Acrocephalus scirpaceus fuscus
Vagrant.
The bird found dead on 11 December 2011 (B & D Finnegan) has recently been accepted by the 
BOURC, and becomes the first for Britain (see separate article).

WAXWING Bombycilla garrulus
Winter visitor in highly variable numbers
It was very much a year of two halves. There were none in the first winter period, while in the second 
a notable influx brought double-figure flocks to most parts of the county.
 Two over Rossall on 29 Oct were the first birds in the irruption, thereafter very few were seen on 
the Fylde coast other than 18 briefly at Marton Mere on 8 Nov and 20 equally briefly in Blackpool on 
19 Dec. The largest numbers were in east Lancashire, where there were three long-staying groups as 
well as short-staying assemblies of 40 at Nelson on 26 Dec and 50 at Church on 28 Dec. Birds were 
in Burnley, mainly around Yorkshire St, on 6 Nov and again from 20 to 31 Dec with a peak of 34. 
A flock of up to 38 was in the traditional Blackburn site of Bank Top from 24 Nov to 30 Dec but the 
biggest total was in Barrow, where presence from 4 to 31 Dec included an estimated peak of 100 on 
30-31 Dec.
 In north Lancashire up to 62 were at White Cross, Lancaster on 21 Dec; elsewhere, 25 had been 
at Wray the day before with up to 34 at Scotforth and 30 at Silverdale Moss earlier in the month. 
Preston always fares well in Waxwing years with a number of favoured berry bushes, and up to 50 
were in the city centre in December. Reports from four sites in the CDNHS area included maxima 
of 17 at Eccleston and 16 in Chorley in December. There was one report from Rossendale, of twelve 
over Haslingden on Dec 16. 
 Very few were seen in the south-west before the year’s end, but 20 were in Dingle Vale, Liverpool 
in December and up to nine were at Tarleton and eight at Ormskirk respectively; 13 were attracted to 
a sound lure at Billinge Hill on 17 Dec, one of which was trapped and ringed.
 Birds continued to be seen in numbers into 2017, and the story of the influx will be continued in 
next year’s report.

NUTHATCH Sitta europaea
Fairly common and increasing breeding resident.
This species remains widespread throughout most of the county with birds especially noticeable 
around March and April with their distinctive far-carrying calls ringing out through woodland, parks 
and gardens. The highest concentrations appear in the well-wooded Silverdale area but relatively 
large daily site counts came from many other places from Whittington in the north of the county 
through Grindleton, Clitheroe and Whalley in the Ribble Valley down to Sefton Park in Liverpool. 
The species is also common in all woodland in the Chorley area.
 Five pairs were located in Cuerden Valley Park this year with just one using a nest box. Six pairs 
bred on the Hermitage Estate, Crook O’ Lune and there were confirmed breeding records from many 
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places in east Lancashire, including one in a box at Bowland Wild Boar Park and four in boxes at 
Moor Piece. The species is common in the West Pennine Moors but surprisingly absent from Delph 
Plantations despite some significant areas of broadleaved woodland. In south Liverpool, Sefton 
Park, Princes Park, Calderstones, Allerton Towers and Speke Millwood all had territorial birds and 
several confirmed breeding records.
 Nuthatches are being reported more regularly now from Lytham and Stanley Park, Blackpool 
and were noted in suburban gardens in the area.
 On the coast, Marshside had its fourth record on 28 Aug, up to two were on Heysham Head in 
the autumn and early winter and singletons were recorded at Ravenmeols, Formby in April and 
October.

TREECREEPER Certhia familiaris
Common breeding resident.
Treecreepers remain a common resident in 
the majority of our wooded areas and no 
particular fluctuations in abundance have 
been noted. In a survey of the Delph Planta-
tions the species preferred the mature plan-
tations and was absent from young stands of 
conifers; around 15 territories were mapped.
 They were reported from many locations 
in east Lancashire in good numbers such as 
counts of four pairs at Collyholme Wood and 
at least five singing males between Upper 
Hodder Bridge and Over Hacking Wood.
 The species is widespread in south 
Liverpool/Knowsley in the extensive parkland 
and gardens as well as copses around Speke 
and Tarbock. There were fewer records in the 
west of the Fylde region but they were regular 
around Stanley Park. Several pairs were 
present on the Hermitage Estate, Crook O’ 
Lune and the species occurs in good numbers 
in the Silverdale area.

WREN Troglodytes troglodytes
Abundant breeding resident, passage migrant 
and winter visitor.
This abundant species is most noticeable 
in the spring as males proclaim their song 
sometimes in large concentrations where the habitat is suitable.
 Breeding data from regularly-watched sites indicated a stable population. At Freshfield Dune 
Heath there were 26 pairs – around the peak and perhaps saturation point for that reserve. At 
Heysham there were 28 pairs and six pairs were on the Hermitage Estate, Crook O’ Lune. Breeding 
numbers at other sites in the north presented a mixed picture: 49 pairs between Leck and Hornby 
showed a small decline from 53 in 2015, while numbers increased from eleven to 19 on Warton Crag 
LNR, from six to 14 at Croftlands and five to six in Millhead.
 In Delph Plantations the birds were present in every habitat except for the mature spruce which 
has no understorey, with an estimate of a minimum of 120 pairs around the site.
 A hint of spring and autumn passage was recorded at Heysham with a few unringed birds in late 
March and a steady trickle through September and October.

Treecreeper with nest material, Court Hey Park, 
Huyton, May (Steve Young)
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STARLING Sturnus vulgaris
Abundant breeding bird, double passage migrant and winter visitor. Red List (breeding decline).
Monthly Peak Counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Leighton Moss 140 150 50 / / / 300 550 350 240 500 30000
Blackpool 50000 70000 15000 / / / 600 / / / 1000 /
Marton Mere 400 2000 150 1 1 300 750 75 750 14500 15000 /
Brockholes 1500 100 100 / / / / 100 250 2500 4000 8000
The sizeable counts on Blackpool North Pier in the first winter period were by far the largest aggre-
gations of Starlings during the year with various estimates exceeding 30000 birds during January 
and February. Numbers in the east of the county were smaller but there were a few four-figure 
counts from Bowland, mainly at roosts such as 1500 at Bashall Town and 3000 at Newton in January, 
as well as up to 6000 at Stocks Reservoir in late March. Late March also brought up to 3000 at Alston 
Reservoirs and numbers at Pilling Lane Ends were over 3000 with a similar number counted at Cock-
ersand. There was a very high count for Heysham Harbour on 24 Feb with 5000 roosting.
 In the 20 nests monitored in the Pilling-Preesall area, 96 eggs were laid from which 83 hatched 
and 81 young fledged. Young birds were first noted on a very early date of 3 May at Belmont. In 
and around Liverpool, lots of juveniles were reported from the third week of May indicating good 
breeding success of local birds.
 There were several flocks numbering several hundred from July: 1250 at Hesketh Out Marsh, 750 
at Marton Mere and 600 at Clifton Marsh were the highest, followed in August and September with 
up to 5000 at Fleetwood Tip, 1500 at the Eric Morecambe complex and 800 at Bank End.
 October saw the return of larger flocks with 20000 roosting at Fleetwood Marsh on the 30th. 
Leighton Moss did not record any great numbers until the very end of the year with estimates of 
between 15000 and 30000 in December. In the second winter period there were also good counts 
from Marton Mere with up to 15000 birds and from Brockholes Wetland with up to 8000 in the roost. 
December also brought counts of 3000 at Bradshaw Lane and 1500 at Braides, Cockerham; 700 at 
Braddup Clough in December was the peak count from the east of the county.

DIPPER Cinclus cinclus
Uncommon breeding resident
There were records of Dippers from rivers and streams throughout east Lancashire; the first in song 
was at Slaidburn on the Ribble on 1 Jan and breeding was confirmed at seven sites. All three local 
parks in Chorley, Astley, Yarrow Valley 
and Cuerden Valley, held territorial 
Dippers and there were pairs at eight 
other localities; breeding was recorded 
at five sites on the West Pennine Moors 
including two pairs at Delph Planta-
tions and Reservoir. 
 In the north breeding was recorded 
at Wray on the Upper Lune and at four 
sites further downriver, as well as at 
Dolphinholme on the Upper Wyre and 
Littledale on Artle Beck.
On the eastern edge of the Fylde 
Dippers bred at Galgate, on the Wyre 
between Churchtown and St Michaels 
and on its tributary the Brock at Myer-
scough. No reports were received from 
Rossendale, and for the eleventh year in 
succession there were no records in the 
south-west.

Dipper, White Coppice, 1 April (Mark Nightingale)
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RING OUZEL Turdus torquatus
Scarce breeding bird and passage migrant
A bird in Bowland on 7 March was the earliest ever in the county and the earliest in the ELOC region 
by a week. Regular sightings followed from 18 March to 6 May at 16 locations in east Lancashire; the 
eastern slopes of Pendle Hill above Pendleside Farm is a favoured site for Ring Ouzels on passage, 
and the maximum count there was of ten on 15 April. One at Hornby on 17 March was the first to 
arrive in the north, and the first in the West Pennine Moors was sheltering from a snowstorm at 
Belmont on the 29th. Chorley region recorded fewer spring migrants than usual, including three in 
the Rivington area during 13-17 April and single(s) at White Coppice from the 1st; in the north two 
were at Baines Cragg, Littledale on 4 April.
 Singles at Crosby and Heysham on 3 April were the first spring migrants on the coast, followed 
by two at Fleetwood next day. Subsequent passage was reasonably strong although not approaching 
the volume of last year’s surge. Eight more records in the south-west in April included up to six birds 
at Ainsdale LNR/NNR during 10-19th, and five May reports involving seven individuals to the last 
coastal migrant on 14 May. In the Fylde singles were at Fleetwood on 10 April and Marton Mere on 
the 12th.
 At least seven pairs nested on the United Utilities estate in Bowland, two of which were double-
brooded; ten birds were present at a site in Bowland on 26 July. Breeding was also confirmed at two 
other sites in east Lancashire.
 A bird at Belmont on 10 Sept was the first autumn migrant; east Lancashire’s last Ring Ouzel of 
2016 was at Bloe Greet next day. There were five October records at inland locations, singles at Calf 
Hey Reservoir, Rossendale on 6 Oct and Belmont on the 9th, a total of six on Winter Hill on the 2nd 
& 11th, and up to ten at Ogden Reservoir, Rossendale on the 8th with some remaining there to the 
16th. A moderate passage in the lowlands began in early October. There were birds at six sites in the 
south-west between 4 and 29 Oct including four singles at Billinge Hill, St Helens up to 10 Oct and 
two birds at Ainsdale on the 29th. Singles were at Fleetwood on 9 Oct and Marton Mere on the 20th; 
on the north coast one was at Middleton NR on 5 Oct and two on the 15th.

BLACKBIRD Turdus merula
Abundant breeding resident and winter visitor
There were 29 double-figure counts in the Fylde during January-February including 21 at Marton 
Mere on 2 Jan, 29 at Newton-with-Scales on the 24th and 23 at Eagland Hill on the 31st, and three in 
the south-west including 30 at MMWWT on 2 Feb. Double-figure counts were reported from seven 
sites in east Lancashire peaking at 24 at Clitheroe Low Moor on 13 Jan and 21 at Jackhouse on 15 Jan 
and 9 March; in Chorley the species retained the top spot in the Winter Bird Survey and 16 were at 
Eccleston on 12 Jan and 24 on 27 Feb. Apart from 17 over Knott End on 13 March no reports of spring 
movements were received.
 Reports of breeding were fewer than last year. Unsurprisingly, nesting by this abundant species 
was described as widespread in east Lancashire and about 20 pairs bred in Delph Plantations and 17 
at Brockholes Wetland. In the north at least 18 pairs bred on EDF property at Heysham, there were 
18 pairs on Warton Crag LNR, as in 2015, and a total of 69 in the Croftlands and Millhead estates 
in Warton (64 in 2015). Forty-two territories were located along 10km of the River Lune between 
Leck and Hornby; there were 45 in 2015. In the south-west nesting was recorded at 15 sites in south 
Liverpool/Knowsley, there were 24 territories in a 34ha study area at Aintree and a record 20 on 
Freshfield Dune Heath. In the Fylde eleven nests were monitored north of the Wyre; 44 eggs were 
laid and 21 young fledged, 1.9 per nest.
 Widespread autumn movements began a little later than usual in the second week of October 
and continued until at least 20 Nov; most counts after that date probably involved birds already 
settled into winter quarters. Heysham recorded peak totals of 50 on 28 Oct and 150+ on 13 Nov, 
when there were also counts of 23 at the nearby Keer Estuary and at Aggleby’s Pit in the Fylde. At 
Knott End 210 flew over between 2 Oct and 4 Dec, 111 of these during 20-25 Oct; other Fylde peaks 
included 27 at Marton Mere on 22 Oct and 32 at Singleton on 21 Nov. A high total of 70 Blackbirds 
was at Brockholes Wetland on 14 Nov. 
 Numbers in the south-west were much lower, peaking at twelve at Hesketh Out Marsh on 1 Nov 
and 17 at Crosby Coastal Park on the 17th. In the uplands ten per hour moved over Belmont on 8 
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Oct, there were 30 at Pleasington Crematorium, Blackburn on 27 Nov and 30+ in a roost at Upper 
Rivington Reservoir, Chorley on the 25th.
 Double-figure counts were numerous and widespread at the year’s end, including 18 in December 
in the Fylde, but the largest gathering by far was a roost of 290 on Whitray Fell, near Cross of Greet 
on 29 Dec. Other noteworthy totals included 58 at Lunt Meadows and 40 at Leighton Moss on 6 Dec, 
42 at Clitheroe Low Moor on the 12th, 50 at Aldcliffe and 36 at Brockholes Wetland next day and 45 
at Arkholme in the Lune Valley on the 30th.

FIELDFARE Turdus pilaris
Abundant winter visitor and passage migrant
Four three-figure counts were reported from inland regions in January, 170 at Wray in the Lune 
Valley on 2 Jan, 261 further downriver at Arkholme on the 16th, 400 there on the 30th and 300 on 
Croston Moss on the 13th. There were seven such gatherings in the Fylde, the largest 350 at Ballam 
on 10 Jan, and two in the south-west including 200 on Churchtown Moss on the 4th; 400 were at 
Morecambe on the 13th. A total of ten three-figure counts in February peaked at 520 at Stalmine 
Moss, Fylde on 5 Feb, 380 at nearby Lousanna Farm on the 12th and 150 at Bretherton Eyes, Chorley 
on the 14th. Numbers dwindled dramatically during March with 150 at Lousanna Farm the highest 
count reported; flocks in east Lancashire remained small, fewer than 100 birds, throughout the first 
winter period.
 As is often the case, Fieldfares became more obvious and widespread in inland areas in April 
as flocks moved back towards northern Europe: 120 were at Eccleston, Chorley on 6 April, 110 at 
Parrock Head in east Lancashire on the 13th and 150 in Roeburndale on the 18th. Twenty at Lunt 
Meadows on 16 April and one on Clifton Marsh on the 25th were the last stragglers in the south-west 
and the Fylde respectively, and 40 in Croasdale on 2 May ended the spring passage.
 Three small flocks of Fieldfares in September, ten birds at Leighton Moss on 19 Sept, twelve 
at White Coppice, Chorley on the 27th and nine south over Belmont next day began the autumn 
arrival. This was on a similar level to last year’s: 27 three-figure reports were received up to the end 
of November with a very clear peak in movements between 22 Oct and 5 Nov. All the highest counts 
came from inland locations with October peaks of 400 at Belmont on the 15th and totals of 265 at 
Arkholme on the 27th, 500 at Slaidburn on the 28th, Longridge next day and Billinge Hill, St Helens 
on the 30th. Meanwhile, 318 flying south at Marton Mere on 22 Oct was the higher of two three-
figure counts on the coast. 
 November peaks included 350 at Brockholes Wetland and 200 at Spire Farm, Bowland on the 4th 
and 735 at High Tatham in the north-east on the following day. The pace of arrivals and movements 
slackened very markedly from early November and flocks of 155 at Rufford on 20 Nov, 120 at 
Quernmore next day and 170 at The Heads, Fylde on the 28th were the highest counts received. 
There were sixteen three-figure counts in December, eleven of these in coastal regions; 500 birds at 
Bank End, Fylde on 12 Dec and at Aldcliffe on the 17th were the highest totals reported.

SONG THRUSH Turdus philomelos
Common breeding resident. Red List (breeding decline)
Only three double-figure counts were received during the first winter period, two of these in east 
Lancashire, twelve at Clitheroe Low Moor on 22 Feb and eleven at Jackhouse on the 28th, eight of 
which were singing; ten of 17 Song Thrushes at Skerton on the Lower Lune on 19 Feb were also in 
song. There were no reports of spring passage.
 Breeding records were widespread and several observers suggested that the population has 
recovered and is increasing. Nineteen singing males were recorded on the Leck-Hornby stretch of 
the River Lune compared with nine last year. Nesting was confirmed at five sites in east Lancashire 
and judged likely in at least 22 other locations; territorial males were located throughout the Fylde. 
There were 23 territories in Delph Plantations on the West Pennine Moors, three more than the total 
for Blackbirds. Nearer the coast six pairs bred on EDF property at Heysham and eight on Warton 
Crag LNR, there were five territories in a 34ha study area at Aintree, three at Freshfield Dune Heath 
and four at Brockholes Wetland.
 A brief autumn passage began at the end of September and appears to have concluded by mid-
November. Sixty-two were recorded at Billinge Hill in October-early November with at least twelve 
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on 3 Oct; 28 moved over Fairhaven on 6 Oct and a season’s peak of twelve were at Heysham on the 
10th. Two hundred and thirty-two flew over Knott End between 21 Sept and 6 Dec, including 27 on 
2 Oct; other October counts included six at Crosby Coastal Park on 6 & 21st, 20 at Hermitage Estate, 
Crook O’ Lune on the 7th and 20 at Mere Sands Wood and eleven at Brockholes on the 30th. Ten at 
Brockholes on 13 Nov and 40 there next day were the last significant passage counts received; fifteen 
there on 8 Dec was the only double-figure count at the year’s end.

REDWING Turdus iliacus
Abundant winter visitor and passage migrant
As numbers throughout the county were very low at the end of 2015 it was not surprising that few 
significant counts were received in the first winter period. One hundred and fifty at Ulnes Walton, 
Chorley on 30 Jan and c.100 in the Bretherton area on dates in February were the only three-figure 
counts; 50+ at Lea on 28 Jan was the highest total in the Fylde and 80 at West Bradford on 9 Feb the 
peak count in east Lancashire. There were five widespread double-figure flocks in March including 
61 at Jackhouse on the 16th and 50+ in Sefton Park, Liverpool on the 18th. Two hundred and four 
were recorded flying over Knott End between 27 Feb and 1 April, including 88 on 13 March. The last 
stragglers in the Fylde, east Lancashire and Chorley were recorded in the first week of April; one 
singing in Sefton Park on the 15th was the last Redwing of spring.
 Four south over Belmont on 28 Sept ushered in an exceptionally heavy autumn arrival. Within 
days of the first small parties in the Fylde, north and east Lancashire and the south-west on 2 Oct 
thousands of Redwings were moving across the county, with 700+ over Billinge Hill on 3 Oct and 
3182 over Fairhaven, up to 500 per hour over Belmont, 1179 over Crosby Coastal Park, and 1050 
south over nearby Rimrose Valley in an hour, all on the 6th.
 This surge continued with little pause until mid-October; counts included season’s peaks of 810 
at Seaforth and 522 at Heysham on the 9th, 5463 over Fairhaven on the 10th, 1016 over Crosby on the 
12th, 800 at Brockholes next day and 300 at Merrybent Hill in east Lancashire on the 17th. 
 A relative lull in movements ensued before a second, less intensive, series of arrivals mainly in 
inland regions began on 1 Nov with 200 at Copster Green in east Lancashire; 794 were at Cold Park 
Wood, Wray and 500 at Brockholes on the 4th. Subsequent peaks included 2230 in Cold Park Wood 
on 11 Nov with 2069 there on the 19th and 1000+ over Cuerden Valley Park in the first 1.5 hours on 
the 29th. One hundred and fifty-plus at Salwick, Fylde on 20 Nov was the highest count in coastal 
regions during the month. 
 There were numerous reports of significant flocks in both coastal and inland regions in 
December, the highest count of 1250 at Wray on the 29th; eleven three-figure reports included 320 on 
Silverdale Moss and 100 at Hesketh Out Marsh on 2 Dec, 150 on Croston Moss on the 11th and 600+ 
at Thurnham, Fylde on the 21st.

MISTLE THRUSH Turdus viscivorus
Common breeding resident
No significant counts were received during the first winter period, although a bird was singing 
at Galgate as early as New Year’s Day. Breeding was confirmed at six sites in east Lancashire and 
considered probable or possible at 17 more; a pair in Cuerden Valley Park, Chorley had fledged four 
young by 24 April. Two pairs bred in the Hermitage Estate, Crook O’ Lune and there were five terri-
tories in Delph Plantations. Nearer the coast Mistle Thrushes bred throughout the Fylde, there were 
territories at 13 locations in south Liverpool/Knowsley, at least one pair on EDF land at Heysham 
and two pairs each at Lunt Meadows and a 34ha study area at Aintree.
 The normal pattern of post-breeding flocking and movements was well in evidence from the 
middle of July. There were 25 on Gannow Fell on 16 July and a peak count in ELOC region of 67 in 
the Langden Valley on the 26th, including 50 feeding on bilberry bushes. Elsewhere in inland regions 
there were 20 on Croston Moss on 5 Aug and 25 in Roeburndale on the 8th. On the coast there were 
counts of 15 on Newton Marsh on 13 Aug and in Knowsley Safari Park on the 27th.
 Thirteen double-figure counts were reported in September-October. Twenty-one at Black Pole on 
4 Sept and twelve in Stanley Park on the 19th were the peak counts in the Fylde, whilst 21 at Marl Hill 
on 10 Sept, 40 at Braddup Clough on the 12th and 15 at Buckshaw Village, Chorley on the 27th were 
the highest inland counts reported. A total of 57 Mistle Thrushes was recorded on five dates during 
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October at Heysham with a peak of 22 on the 1st; 14 at Crosby Coastal Park on the same date was the 
highest count in the south-west. Twenty-one south over Billinge Hill, St Helens on 11 Nov was the 
last report of birds on the move; only two low double-figure reports were received in December.

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata
Uncommon breeding bird and passage migrant. Red List (breeding decline)
One at Challan Hall, Silverdale on 4 May began an exceptionally heavy spring passage. The next 
to arrive was at Crook O’ Lune on 6 May, followed next day by a widespread influx that brought a 
total of some 35 birds to the north, Fylde, Chorley and the south-west, including twelve at Fleetwood 
Marsh, five at the Keer Estuary and four apiece at Abbeystead and Royal Birkdale Golf Course. 
Subsequent passage in the Fylde was particularly noteworthy with birds at twelve locations in 
May and seven in early June; there were multiple occurrences at several sites. Records at Heysham 
included twelve birds on 10 May and a strong passage in the south-west saw at least 15 Spotted 
Flycatchers recorded at eight sites. 
 Meanwhile, the first of almost daily reports to early June from 21 locations in east Lancashire 
was a bird at Lee Green Reservoir on 10 May; there were records in Chorley during the month from 
Brinscall, Withnell Fold, Anglezarke and White Coppice.
 There were widespread breeding season reports from the uplands. In east Lancashire nesting 
was confirmed at seven locations including Cross of Greet Bridge where a party of ten on 28 July was 
presumed to involve two merged families. In north Lancashire breeding was confirmed at Arkholme, 
Abbeystead, Crook O’ Lune and Tower Lodge; two pairs nested in Delph Plantations in the West 
Pennine Moors. 
 Two successful breeding pairs were confirmed at lowland sites this year, in the Fylde at Castle 
Hill Wood, Out Rawcliffe for the second successive year and another at Brockholes Wetland that 
fledged three youngsters.
 One on moorland above Belmont on 23 July was the first sign of autumn dispersal and passage. 
The first migrants on the coast were singles at Herons’ Reach Golf Course on 15 Aug and at Middleton 
NR next day; seven more August records in the Fylde included three birds at Warton Bank on the 
18th. 
 A clear pulse of movements during 21-29 Aug brought a total of eight to both coastal and inland 
sites, including twos at Formby Point, Billinge Hill and Eccleston, Chorley. Numbers were lower 
in September; the last of three in the Fylde was at Newton Marsh on 17 Sept and there were no 
reports from the north or the south-west. Singles were at Billinge Hill on 11 Sept and Holden Wood 
Reservoir, Rossendale on the 16th; two were at Brockholes on the 15th and the last Spotted Flycatcher 
in east Lancashire, and the county, was at Dean Clough Reservoir on 21 Sept.

ROBIN Erithacus rubecula
Abundant breeding resident
Fourteen double-figure counts were received during the first winter period, from a total of twelve 
locations, both coastal and inland, the highest 24 at Leighton Moss on 11 Jan, 22 at Skerton on 29 Feb 
and 30 at MMWWT on 3 March. A single spring migrant was recorded, at Heysham on 1 March. 
 From the few breeding data received Robins appear to have had a successful season. An estimated 
100 pairs nested in Delph Plantations and 20 at Carr Mill Dam, St Helens; there were at least 25 pairs 
on EDF land at Heysham and ringing returns there indicated good productivity. Nearby 22 pairs 
nested on Warton Crag LNR where there were 17 in 2015. Twenty-eight pairs bred in a 34ha study 
area at Aintree and 14 at Freshfield Dune Heath; there were up to six pairs at Brockholes Wetland. 
Three monitored nests in north Fylde saw 17 eggs laid and eleven young fledged.
 Migration on the coast was recorded at Heysham and Seaforth from late August but movements 
there and inland only gathered pace from mid-September; 32 at Brockholes on the 15th and an 
influx of at least ten at Heysham on the 18th were the first double-figure totals and there were 47 at 
MMWWT and 27 at Clitheroe Low Moor, both on the 23rd.
 Sixteen more double-figure counts were received up to the middle of November, the most note-
worthy 29 at Jackhouse, Oswaldtwistle on 1 Oct, 43 at Brockholes on the 9th and a minor coastal ‘fall’ 
of 26 at Seaforth, 18 at Marshside and 20 at Rossall School on 29 Oct.
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Numbers at year’s end were a little higher than the norm of recent years: seven double-figure counts 
included 30 at Leighton Moss on 6 Dec and 27 at Mere Sands Wood on the 19th.

BLUETHROAT* Luscinia svecica
Vagrant
A male of the red-spotted nominate race was found freshly dead at Jubilee Tower between Quernmore 
and Abbeystead on 13 May (M Edwards). This is our fourteenth record of the species; the most recent 
occurrence was a white-spotted male at MMWWT in June 2013.

 
Male Red-spotted Bluethroat, 13 May (Mike Edwards)

PIED FLYCATCHER Ficedula hypoleuca
Uncommon breeding bird and passage migrant
The first two Pied Flycatchers of 2016 were at New Laithe Farm and the Langden Valley in Bowland 
on 8 April followed by a bird in Roeburndale on the 11th; the first to reach the West Pennine Moors 
was at a regular breeding site near Belmont on the 14th, on the same day that a better-than-average 
coastal passage began with singles at Marshside and Leighton Moss. A total of five more was 
recorded in the south-west to 7 May including two in Liverpool’s Sefton Park on 30 April; three 
birds were recorded in the Fylde between 22 April and 6 May.
 Although comprehensive data from the north of the county were lacking it seems that there 
was considerable breeding activity in the Upper Lune Valley in the Whittington and Roeburndale 
areas: 19 pairs nested in three woods compared with 26 in 2015 but with a much higher success-rate; 
although there were again some losses due to predation, 97 young fledged compared with 39 in 2015. 
Territorial males were reported from Littledale and Tower Lodge. 
 In east Lancashire breeding was considered probable at New Laithe Farm whilst there were 13 
attempts in nest-boxes at Moor Piece, eleven successful; birds were on territory at Collyholme Wood 
near Stocks Reservoir and at Crag House and Hare Clough, south of Newton, although six nest-
boxes at Bowland Wild Boar Park were unoccupied. Further west there were three territorial males 
in the Upper Brock Valley and one was singing in the Rivington area of Chorley during April.
 The only autumn migrant inland was at Brockholes on 5 Aug and a very early bird at MMWWT 
on 17 July was the first of three autumn records on the coast; there were singles at Sunderland Point 
on 22 Sept and the last Pied Flycatcher of the year at Fleetwood Marsh on the 26th.

BLACK REDSTART Phoenicurus ochruros
Rare breeding bird, uncommon passage migrant and scarce winter visitor. Amber List (breeding 
decline).
Fourteen Black Redstarts were seen in the county in 2016, the lowest total for at least a decade. 
 The only bird in the early year was at Starr Gate, Blackpool on 11 Feb. There were five migrants 
in spring: a male at Ainsdale NNR on 3-4 April, a female/immature at Heysham Ocean Edge on the 
7th, another female/immature on Pendle Hill on the 20th, one on Belvedere Road, Blackburn on 22-
23rd and the last at Speke Coastal Park on 6 May. 
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 There was no evidence of a breeding 
attempt this year although the presence 
of a very young juvenile at Ainsdale 
Discovery Centre on 19 July is suggestive; 
there was a similar record at the same site 
in July 2011. 
 A juvenile on Winter Hill on 2 Aug 
and a bird at George’s Lane, Rivington on 
3 Oct were the only autumn migrants in 
upland areas. Four were recorded on the 
coast, a female/immature on Fairhaven 
Dunes on 6 Oct, another at Heysham 
on the 15th and singles at Fleetwood on 
the 28th and at Blackpool on 15 Nov. A 
female/immature at Knott End-on-Sea 
from 28 Dec into 2017 was the only record 
at year end.

REDSTART Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Fairly common breeding bird and passage migrant. Amber List (species of European conservation 
concern)
The first Redstart of spring was at Thurnham, Fylde on 7 April; there were eleven more records in 
the region during the month including two birds at Fairhaven Lake on the 13th. One at Formby Point 
on the 10th was the first of six April records of singles in the south-west; there were eight birds on 
the north coast from the first record at Heysham on 13 April. A coastal influx between 1 and 7 May 
brought a single bird to Leighton Moss, four to sites in the Fylde with three at Fleetwood on the 2nd, 
and four to the south-west.
 Meanwhile the first to arrive in upland breeding areas were at New Laithe Farm and Woodhouse 
Lane in east Lancashire on 8 April; a male was on territory at Bonstone Wood, Newton next day, 
when Chorley’s first Redstart was at Eccleston. Birds were present at eleven more locations in east 
Lancashire during April and at 16 sites in May; there were five singing males in Roeburndale on 5 
May. Breeding was confirmed in east Lancashire at Bashall Eaves, Crowshaw House, Green Pike, 
Ightenhill Bridge, Marl Hill and Moor Piece, and judged probable or possible at seven other locations. 
In Chorley six territories were located in the Anglezarke, Rivington and White Coppice areas, one 
pair bred in the West Pennine Moors at Belmont and in the north there were eight territories in 
Outhwaite Wood, Roeburndale.
 Three early migrants were reported in July, one at Belmont on the 6th and a female and 
juvenile at Brockholes Wetland during 12-30th. A heavy passage at Brockholes in August and into 
early September produced records on 22 dates including three or four birds on several occasions. 
Elsewhere in inland regions the last Redstart in Chorley was at White Coppice on 14 Aug and two 
were at Holden Wood Reservoir, Rossendale on 18-19th and 26th. One was at Billinge Hill, St Helens 
on 29 Aug and the last in east Lancashire was at Dean Clough Reservoirs on 6 Sept. Four were 
recorded at coastal sites, singles at Warton Bank on 23 Aug, at Ormskirk on 30 Sept and two at 
Seaforth on 7 Oct, the county’s last migrants of 2016.

WHINCHAT Saxixola rubetra
Scarce breeder and passage migrant. Amber List (breeding decline)
The first arrival, and the only April record in east Lancashire, was at Alston Reservoirs on 17 April. 
Coastal passage followed quickly with singles at Ainsdale on 20 April and at Cockersand and 
Aldcliffe next day. Ten more April Whinchats were recorded in the south-west, eleven in the Fylde 
and six on the north coast. Subsequent movements inland were very light, with eight reports from 
five sites in east Lancashire during May and none from Chorley or the West Pennine Moors. May 
totals on the coast were above the average of recent years but well below last year’s exceptional 
showing; sixteen birds were recorded in the south-west and ten in the north, while 30+ records in the 
Fylde included counts of twelve at Fleetwood Marsh on 4 May and four at Thurnham on the 6th.

Male Black Redstart, Blackburn 22 April (Dave Bickerton)
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 Breeding data were, as usual, very sparse and there was no confirmation of nesting at any site. 
There were three territorial males at Croasdale in May and one in June, and a female with five 
juveniles in Whitendale in early August was suggestive; a pair held territory at Musbury, Rossendale 
in June.
 For the second successive year autumn movements in both inland and coastal regions, which 
began with singles at Belmont and on Mawdesley Moss at the end of July, were unusually heavy. 
August highlights inland included five on Champion Moor on 12 August, a total of seven on Croston 
Moss during the month and six at Brockholes Wetland including three on the 25th. One was at White 
Coppice on 1 Sept and seven were recorded at Buckshaw Industrial Estate in Chorley in September, 
the last on the 19th, and there were two records at Brockholes to the 17th; the last Whinchat in east 
Lancashire was at Dean Clough Reservoir on 21-22 Sept.
 On the coast the first migrant on Banks Marsh on 14 August was followed by three more birds 
in the south-west and five in the Fylde, where the last of the year was at Fleetwood on 4 Oct. Eleven 
Whinchats in September and five in October in the south-west included three at Hightown on 9 Sept 
and the year’s last Whinchats at Lunt Meadows on 10 & 24 Oct.

STONECHAT Saxicola rubicola
Uncommon breeding resident
Stonechats, singly, in pairs or occasionally even in groups of up to five birds were to be seen 
throughout the county in both winter periods; at ten locations in the Fylde, twelve in the south-west, 
seven in east Lancashire and four in Chorley in the early year and at six, five, three and three sites 
respectively in December.
 Spring movements appear to have begun quite late this year, in mid-March, although the 
presence of lingering overwinterers at many migration watchpoints makes pinpointing this difficult. 
There were Stonechats at 22 sites in the Fylde during March with a peak of 14 at Fleetwood and five 
at St Anne’s Golf Course on the 27th; birds were at 13 locations in the south-west in late March and 
early April. In east Lancashire 16 Stonechats were recorded at twelve locations in March and 19 birds 
were at 13 sites in April.
 A high level of breeding activity and success was reported this year. Pairs were confirmed at 
White Greet, Hareden and Croasdale in east Lancashire and considered likely or possible at eleven 
other sites; ten pairs were on territory in the Belmont area with up to 23 post-breeding birds on 
view in late July. Two pairs nested successfully at White Coppice, Chorley and a total of eight 
pairs was located at Musbury and at the Grane reservoirs in Rossendale with good productivity. 
In north Lancashire there was good evidence of breeding at Birk Bank, Clougha and Harrisend and 
Hawthornthwaite Fells; nine birds were present at Birk Bank on 22 June. 
 On the Sefton Coast six pairs were confirmed between Hightown and Birkdale and a pair in the 
Fylde at Lytham St Anne’s LNR fledged at least two juveniles.
 Movements in upland areas were underway by mid-August and a total of twelve birds was at 
Calf Hey and Holden Wood Reservoirs in Rossendale on the 15th. Ten were on Harrisend Fell on 
7 Sept and an estimated 35 post-breeding birds were in the Belmont area in mid-September; Stone-
chats were at six sites in east Lancashire during September and nine in October. A family group of 
five was at George’s Lane, Chorley on 1 Oct, there were eight at Musbury on the 14th and six on Birk 
Bank on the 23rd.
 Passage on the coastal plain began with six on Lunt Meadows on 1 Sept and one at Heysham 
on the 21st. The first migrant in the Fylde was on Lytham Moss on 9 Oct and birds were recorded at 
ten locations there and at nine in the south-west during the month, including five at Lunt on 9 Oct 
and four at Warton Marsh on the 31st. Movements in all regions slowed significantly in November 
with records from seven sites in the Fylde, six in the south-west five in east Lancashire and three in 
Chorley; birds seem to have been installed in winter quarters by the end of the month.

WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe
Uncommon breeding bird and common passage migrant. Amber List (species of European 
conservation concern)
Spring movements commenced with a single male at Marshside on 10 March, the first two in the 
Fylde were at Lytham St Anne’s LNR on the 13th and one at Carnforth Slag Tips on the 21st began 
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the year on the north coast. There were birds at five more sites in the south-west, at eleven in the 
Fylde and two in the north during March. The first inland records were at Nick of Pendle and 
Oswaldtwistle Moor Edge in east Lancashire, Bretherton Eyes in Chorley and Belmont on the West 
Pennine Moors, all on 25 March.
 Apart from 47 on Fleetwood Marsh on 4 April, 40 there on the 21st and 30 at Hesketh Out Marsh 
on the 23rd coastal movements in April, although widespread as usual, were very modest; 14 at 
Aldcliffe on the 9th was the highest count in the north. Inland, there were low double-figure counts 
at New Laithe Farm on 16 April and at Pendle Hill and Belmont on the following day. Passage in May 
continued light in all regions with peaks of 26 on Cockerham Marsh on 4 May and 20 in Roeburndale 
next day; there were 19 records at 13 sites in east Lancashire and movements everywhere had all but 
ceased by the 20th.
 Breeding was confirmed at Coal Clough Reservoir and judged probable at two sites and possible 
at another in east Lancashire; there were two territorial pairs near Belmont, one successful, while 
a confirmed juvenile on Lytham Moss on 27 May raised the strong possibility of breeding nearby, 
perhaps in the coastal dunes.
 More conventional juveniles were on the move in coastal areas from the first week of July, four 
in the Fylde and two at Seaforth during the month and a total of seven at Warton Slag Tips on the 
17th. Movements in inland regions began in August with records at ten sites in east Lancashire and 
six in Chorley; 14 passed through Belmont during the month and 13 were on Champion Moor on the 
29th. Peak counts on the coast included eight at Mythop Grange, Fylde and ten at Seaforth on 23 Aug. 
A typically light and intermittent passage continued in the uplands through September with eleven 
records in east Lancashire, four in Chorley and eleven birds passing through Belmont; on the coast 
somewhat heavier movements included ten at the Keer Estuary on 1 Sept, six double-figure counts 
in the Fylde and 15 at Crosby Marine Park on the 15th.
 Widespread coastal records through October included up to four birds at eleven sites in the 
Fylde to the last single on St Anne’s Beach on the 22nd and seven records at Crosby Coastal Park 
with the last in the south-west there on the 26th. The last Wheatear on the West Pennine Moors was 
at Belmont on 13 Oct, in Chorley on Croston Moss on the 19th and in east Lancashire at Lamb Hill 
Farm on the 25th. Late singles at Warton Slag Tips on 7 & 9 Nov closed out the year.

DESERT WHEATEAR* Oenanthe deserti
Vagrant
A first-winter male was at 
Lytham from 19 to 22 Nov (P 
Guy). Three of the four records 
of this autumn vagrant from 
Central Asia have been in the 
Fylde; a first-winter female was 
at Rossall Point during 5-19 
Nov 1991, a first-winter male at 
Blackpool Airport during 11-21 
Nov 1994 and another was on 
Crosby Shore on 12 Oct 2008. 
 The record has been 
accepted by BBRC.

Desert Wheatear, Lytham, 16 November (Steve Young)
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DUNNOCK Prunella modularis
Abundant breeding resident. Amber list (breeding decline).
Movement recorded was most pronounced at Seaforth, where there were ten south on 2 Oct and 
twelve the following day. Autumn passage at Heysham was not well recorded due to unavailability 
of Heysham NR at the peak time, though seven trapped during March and April were probably at 
least short-distance migrants.
 Eleven territories in the Aintree study area was in line with the last four years. There were 
seventeen singing males on EDF Energy land at Heysham, eleven territories were noted on a 
Birkdale BBS and ten at Delph Plantations, while nine pairs were estimated at Brockholes. Five pairs 
at Freshfield Dune Heath was a further decline, while around five pairs were noted in a Crook O’ 
Lune garden. Eight pairs on Warton Crag LNR and twelve in Millhead were the same as last year, 
but numbers increased from 15 to 21 pairs at Croftlands. 
 Casual counts included 15 at Whalley on 9 April and up to ten at MMWWT.

HOUSE SPARROW Passer domesticus
Abundant breeding resident. Red list (breeding decline).
In the Pilling-Preesall area monitoring of 26 nests showed sixteen pairs laid 117 eggs, from which 
64 young fledged. In north Lancashire 47 pairs at Millhead and 80 in Croftlands were similar to 
2015. Otherwise little breeding information was received, while a mere three confirmed and eight 
probable or possible breeding records were submitted to ELOC.
 The largest counts on the Fylde included 70 at Bank End, 55 at Cocker’s Dyke, 43 at Rossall 
School and 30 at Glasson. Flocks in east Lancashire included 60 at Clitheroe High Moor Estate and 
50 at Alston Reservoirs. There was a maximum of 130 in the Aintree study area, while in north 
Lancashire 90 were recorded in the SD56 10km square during the January survey and 50 were at the 
Keer Estuary on 1 Aug. The peak in Belmont was 40 birds, while three flocks of 30+ birds were seen 
at several south Liverpool sites.
 There were no extralimital records at Heysham, though one at MMWWT on 25 Nov was report-
edly unusual.

TREE SPARROW Passer montanus
Common breeding resident. Red List (breeding decline).
A remarkable 402 nests were monitored in the Over Wyre area, where 222 pairs laid 1959 eggs, from 
which 1198 hatched and 1114 young fledged This gave an average per nest of just under five eggs and 
three fledglings. Counts in this area were headed by 127 in stubble at Bradshaw Lane on 24 Oct, with 
feeding station counts of 130 at Bradshaw Lane in November and 53 at New Lane in January. Counts 
elsewhere in the Fylde included 70 at New Ridge Farm in February, 40 at Bryning and Wesham 
Marsh in September, 38 at Rawcliffe Moss in November and 25 at Cockersand in October. 
 Reports in north Lancashire included 20 at Carnforth in July. The highest counts south of the 
Ribble were 80 at Hesketh Out Marsh in August and 50 at MMWWT in September. East Lanca-
shire peaks were 15 at Ribchester and ten at Parsonage Farm in January and Calder Foot in March; 
breeding was confirmed at one site and was probable at two others. Up to 14 were at Brockholes 
where there was one breeding pair. In the Chorley area there were 30 at Bretherton Eyes during 
August, while nine pairs on Mawdesley Moss raised 30 young including some double broods. A 
pair bred again at Arkholme. One was in a Belmont garden on 30 June. Records from St Helens area 
included twelve in December near Rainford, with breeding at Berringtons Lane and Greenacres 
Woodlands.
 Autumn passage at Heysham was limited to singles on 1 July and 13 Oct, while at Seaforth five 
flew south on 4 Oct. In contrast passage was much more pronounced on the Fylde, with peaks of 
eleven over Knott End on 9 Oct and seven at Fairhaven on the 22nd. 

YELLOW WAGTAIL Motacilla flava flavissima
Scarce breeding bird, fairly common passage migrant. Red List (breeding decline)
There was a good volume and distribution of migrants in both seasons in 2016 but in spite of this no 
confirmation of breeding was reported from any site.
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 An early bird at Rossall Point on 3 April began the spring passage and there were three more 
April records in the Fylde, including threes at Fleetwood on 20th & 22nd. Singles at Heysham on 
11 April and Seaforth on the 14th were the first to arrive on the north and south-west coasts respec-
tively; there were eight more records in the south-west during the month. A bird at Alston Reservoirs 
on 21 April was the first of eleven records during the year in east Lancashire. 
 Continuing passage in May included three birds in the north and 20+ records in the Fylde 
including five birds at Fleetwood on the 1st; 32 passed over Knott End between 19 April and 1 June, 
including seven on 5 May. In the south-west there were records at four sites; eight reports from at 
Hesketh Out Marsh into early June included seven birds on 2 May whilst up to ten records at Curlew 
Lane, Rufford during 2-31 May included three birds on the 7th.
 Inland there were three records of ones or twos at Brockholes Wetland during May and singles 
at Wenning Foot and Arkholme in the Lune Valley and at Billinge Hill, St Helens.
 Sixteen coastal records in July included three reports of up to five at Hesketh Out Marsh and 
eleven records of singles in the Fylde; there were three records of singles at Brockholes and two birds 
on Mawdesley Moss, Chorley in the last week of the month. 
 A substantial coastal passage in August-September featured many records throughout the Fylde 
including a series of sightings of up to six birds at Bank End on dates up to 18 Sept and six overflying 
Knott End on 16 Aug; there were ten records at Hesketh Out Marsh to early September with a peak of 
six there on 13 Aug. Six reports from inland regions included three birds in Chorley in early August 
and four in east Lancashire with the last migrant there in Towneley Park on 5 Sept. There were three 
October records, singles at Belmont on 2 Oct and in Crosby Coastal Park on 6 & 19th.

BLUE-HEADED WAGTAIL Motacilla flava flava
Scarce passage migrant
There were four records of single birds at Hesketh Out Marsh, a probable female on 2 & 15 May and 
male(s) on the 3rd and 10-16 July.

GREY-HEADED WAGTAIL* Motacilla flava thunbergi
Vagrant
A male was at Lunt Meadows on 11 May (AJ Conway). The most recent of six previous records of 
this Scandinavian subspecies was at Seaforth on 5-6 May 2011.

 
Grey-headed Wagtail, Lunt Meadows, 11 May (Steve Young)
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GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea
Fairly common breeding bird, common passage migrant
Although the majority of our population presumably remains in the uplands for the winter, exempli-
fied by 45 records received by ELOC in January-February, a proportion moves to sites on or near the 
coast. That this movement may be increasing is suggested by the exceptional total of such reports 
this year, and also by the occurrence for the first time of significant roosts of Grey Wagtails, up to 17 
at a site in Lancaster in mid-November and 20+ on Southport’s Lord Street in December.
 A typically light spring passage on the coast brought small numbers to Fairhaven and Starr Gate 
from late February to the end of March; a trickle of northbound migrants was recorded at Rossall 
in early March and there were singles at Heysham on 12 & 13th. Ninety-two flew over Knott End 
between 25 Feb and 7 Jun, including 20 on 11 March and 15 on the 13th. 
 Relatively few breeding records were received from the species’ inland strongholds this year. 
Nesting was confirmed at four sites in east Lancashire with probable or possible breeding at nine 
more; five pairs bred on the lower Lune and there were ten confirmed pairs in Chorley including 
five in the White Coppice area. In the West Pennine Moors at least six pairs of Grey Wagtails nested 
around Belmont and two in Delph Plantations. In the Fylde and the outskirts of Preston nesting pairs 
were located at eight sites; in the south-west breeding was confirmed at nine locations, from Sefton 
Park with two pairs, north to Southport Marine Lake.
 Autumn passage on the coast began quite early in mid-August and seems to have petered out 
everywhere by mid-October. At Knott End 184 were recorded between 15 Aug and 3 Nov with a peak 
of 26 on 20 Sept; further south there were twelve double-figure counts at Fairhaven with peaks of 
45 on 7 Sept and 52 on the 13th. One hundred and ninety-two were recorded at Heysham to 23 Oct, 
peaking at 18 on 15 Sept and about 40 moved over Seaforth between 16 Aug and 23 Oct. Movements 
further inland from the end of August included a total of 25 at Billinge Hill, St Helens from 23 Aug 
to 14 Sept; there were ten at Brockholes Wetland on 29 Aug and 20 at Parsonage Reservoir in east 
Lancashire on 1 Oct.

PIED WAGTAIL Motacilla alba yarrellii
Common breeding bird, very common passage migrant
Roost and flock counts in the first winter period were low for the second successive year; there was 
only one three-figure total, 100+ at Preston Dock on 15 Feb, and other regional peaks included 39 on 
the River Calder at Altham on 9 Jan, 50 at MMWWT on the 18th and 27 at Eccleston, Chorley on 9 
Feb. Reports of spring passage between early March and late April were confined to coastal sites; a 
total of 163 was recorded at Heysham with maxima of 37 on 13 & 15 March, and other high counts 
included 74 at Rossall Point on 7 March, 144 at Pilling on the 12th, 115 at Knott End next day and 100 
at Hesketh Out Marsh on 16 April.
 Only five breeding season records were received; nesting was confirmed at seven sites in east 
Lancashire and there were nine pairs at Belmont Reservoir, as in 2015. In the lowlands two pairs bred 
on EDF property at Heysham. Post-breeding gatherings from early July included 30 at Hesketh Out 
Marsh on 10 July, 60 at Bank End, Fylde on the 20th and 80+ at Alston Reservoirs on the 30th.
 August counts peaked at 150 at Alston Reservoirs on the 23rd, 282 at Arkholme next day and 
108 at Bank End on the 26th; passage of 466 birds at Heysham extended from 5 Sept to 22 Oct and 
the highest of five three-figure counts at other sites were of 113 at Bank End on 5 Sept, c.220 roosting 
on the island at Stocks Reservoir on the 13th and 105 at Plover Scar, Cockersand on 20 Oct. Forty 
on Croston Moss on the 2nd and 61 at Mythop Hall, Fylde on the 21st were the highest November 
counts received; only two roosts were reported in December, c.150 at Bootle New Strand on 12 Dec 
and up to 80 at Dobbies Garden Centre, Southport.

WHITE WAGTAIL Motacilla alba alba
Common passage migrant
Both spring and autumn passage periods were more active than usual this year. The first to arrive 
was at Seaforth on 7 March, while the first of three March singles in the Fylde was at Fleetwood on 
the 25th. There were two more March records in the south-west including nine birds at Marshside 
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on the 12th; the first of eleven spring records from three sites in east Lancashire was on the River 
Calder at Altham on 30 March.
 Unusually widespread April movements in coastal regions included 23 records in the Fylde 
with a peak of 80 at Fleetwood Marsh on the 15th. In the south-west there were over 40 reports from 
seven sites with maxima of 100 at Hesketh Out Marsh and 45 at Marshside, both on the 16th; White 
Wagtails were at four sites on the north coast with 24 at Warton Slag Tips on 17 April. Further inland 
birds in Chorley were at Croston, Bretherton Eyes and Buckshaw Village during 4-19 April; there 
were two singles at Brockholes Wetland during the month and seven birds at The Snab in the Lune 
Valley on the 18th. 
 As usual, movements dwindled rapidly in May; there were nine records in the south-west with 
a peak of 20 at Marshside on the 4th and the last four in the region at Seaforth on the 7th. Six were at 
Aldcliffe on 4 May and 13 records in the Fylde ended with the last of our spring migrants at Staynall 
on the 22nd.
 Apart from two birds at The Snab on 27 Sept a widespread and fairly heavy autumn passage 
which began in mid-August was confined to coastal regions. Eight August records included eight at 
Scalestones Point, Morecambe on the 28th; fourteen records in September peaked at eight at Leighton 
Moss on the 1st, nine at Bank End, Fylde on the 5th and twelve at Barrow Scout on the 19th.

RICHARD’S PIPIT* Anthus richardi
Vagrant
One was sound-recorded over Knott End at night on 29 Nov (C Batty). This was our 33rd record of 
this Siberian wanderer; the most recent occurrences were in 2014, at Heysham in October and Cabin 
Hill, Formby in November.

TREE PIPIT Anthus trivialis
Scarce breeding bird and passage migrant. Red List (breeding decline)
The first spring migrant was at Rossall Point on 8 April followed by a total of five at Ainsdale and 
two at Brockholes on the 13th. There were 25 more April records in the Fylde, three on the north coast 
and three in the south-west; an influx on the 19th-22nd brought birds to six coastal sites, including 
the Fylde’s spring peak count of 18 over Rossall Point on the 20th, as well as to Billinge Hill, St 
Helens, Brockholes and White Coppice, Chorley. All the spring records in the Fylde were flyovers, 
except for three at LSANR on 10 April and another there on the 14th. 
 Movements continued until the middle of May; the first in east Lancashire was on Longridge 
Fell on the 4th and there were four more May records there at three locations. Over 30 records in the 
Fylde included eleven birds over Fleetwood on 1 May; a total of 149 flew over Knott End between 13 
April and 5 June with a peak of 20 on 8 May. In the south-west there were two at Billinge Hill and 
singles at four other locations, the last at Hesketh Out Marsh on 15 May.
 Sparse breeding records included birds on territory in east Lancashire at Gannow and Longridge 
Fells but the only confirmed nesting there was at Halsteads; birds were on territory on Docker Moor 
and at Thrushgill in the north, at Calf Hey Reservoir, Rossendale and at Roddlesworth Plantations 
on the West Pennine Moors.
 Autumn movements in both inland and coastal regions began in mid-August. There were eight 
reports in east Lancashire during August including 15+ at New Laithe Farm, Newton on the 14th; 
there were six records at Brockholes and at least 118 Tree Pipits moved south at Billinge Hill with 
peak counts of 18+ on the 23rd and 25th. A heavy passage on the coast included 18 at Fairhaven on 
17 Aug and 14 on the 23rd; sixteen moved over Heysham during the 6-27th and there were ones or 
twos at five sites on the south-west coast during 16-23rd. 
 Less intensive movements continued in the first half of September; there were three records in 
east Lancashire and nine in the Fylde including six birds at Fairhaven on the 15th. At least 20 were 
recorded at Billinge Hill; singles there on 22 Sept and at Belmont on the 24th were the last inland 
migrants of 2016, and one over Knott End on 9 Oct closed out the year.
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MEADOW PIPIT Anthus pratensis
Abundant breeding bird and passage migrant.
Numbers were low everywhere during the first winter period with 100 at Hesketh Out Marsh on 5 
Jan the only three-figure count received; 54 at Jackhouse on 12 Feb and 50 at Medlar on the 15th were 
the largest gatherings in east Lancashire and the Fylde respectively.
 Coastal movements began on schedule in late February but did not get into gear until the third 
week of March and were effectively over by mid-April; there was a brief but very obvious surge 
between 25 March and 4 April. All the really high counts were in north Fylde; 2924 moved over 
Rossall Point on 31 March and 2002 on 3 April; a total of 3438 moved over Knott End between 26 Feb 
and 6 June. Counts at other watchpoints included 250 on Carnforth Outer Saltmarsh on 3 April and 
233 at Heysham on the 11th; a total of 981 Meadow Pipits passed the latter site between 2 March and 
20 April. Movements south of the Ribble were either non-existent or unrecorded this year; inland 30 
per hour moved over Belmont on 25 March and there were eleven counts of 20+ in east Lancashire 
during March-April.
 Very few breeding data were received from lowland sites this year, and these included null 
reports from MMWWT and Freshfield Dune Heath; 22 pairs nested on the RSPB’s Morecambe Bay 
reserve and there were about eight pairs on Birkdale Green Beach. Reports from the uplands, as 
in 2015, indicate continuing healthy populations. There were 55 birds in April and 29 in May in a 
1km BTO/BBS square on Darwen Moor (53 and 33 in 2015) and 100+ were counted at Grane and 
Musbury in Rossendale on 4 June; nine territories were located in a third of a square km on in-bye 
near Belmont in April, and there were nine pairs along 10km of the River Lune between Leck Beck 
and Hornby, as in 2015.
 Birds were on the move at both coastal and inland sites from the middle of August. There were 
c.120 at Lytham on 13 Aug and 100 moved south at Heysham on the 30th; in the uplands 80 were at 
New Laithe Farm, Newton on 26 Aug and 160+ at Belmont next day. 
 Subsequent movements were somewhat heavier than those of 2015 and peaked over a few days 
in late September-early October. A season’s peak count of 294 Meadow Pipits were over Fairhaven 
on 14 Sept and there were 390 at Heysham next day. On 30 Sept 285 were recorded at Crosby Coastal 
Park, 1600 moved over Hic Bibi, Chorley in two hours and there were 240+ at Towneley Golf Course 
in east Lancashire and 150 at Brockholes Wetland. 
 On 1 Oct 5380 passed at Starr Gate, there were 1077 at Heysham, 989 at Crosby Marine Park and 
200 at Brockholes. A thousand south at Hightown and 287 at Rossall School on the following day 
were among the last significant movements of the autumn; 495 at Arkholme and 100+ over Belmont 
Moor on 7 Oct, 195 at Fairhaven next day and 134 there on the 10th were the last three-figure counts 
reported.
 Numbers of wintering Meadow Pipits in December were again very low; 25 on Crossens 
Saltmarsh on 15 Dec, 70 at Jackhouse on the 28th and 21 at Carr House Green Common, Fylde and 
20 at Bretherton Eyes on the 30th were the highest of seven double-figure counts received.

ROCK PIPIT Anthus petrosus
Fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor
Apart from three at Aldcliffe on 13 Jan and at Warton Bank on 13 March all the Rock Pipits in the 
first winter period were in north Fylde. January birds were at eight sites with the highest counts 24 at 
Pilling Lane Ends on the 13th, 17 there next day and six at Fleetwood Marsh on the 18th. Rock Pipits 
were at nine locations during February with up to eleven on Pilling Marsh on the 10-11th and four 
at The Heads, also on 11 Feb; birds at seven sites in March included seven at The Heads-Barnaby’s 
Sands and three on Pilling Marsh, all on the 13th. 
 Three spring migrants were reported, singles at Heysham on 6-8 & 29 March and at Starr Gate, 
Blackpool on the 30th.
 Singles at Heysham on 12 Sept and Lunt Meadows on the 27th began a fairly lively autumn 
passage which involved many coastal locations. Fifteen were recorded at Heysham in October and 
there were birds at ten sites in the Fylde including five at Pilling Lane Ends on the 17th; there were 
four at Seaforth during 2-7 Oct, one was grounded at Lunt on the 14th and there was one at Aldcliffe 
on the 21st and two at Marshside on the 27th. A bird at Parsonage Reservoir in east Lancashire on 
16-17 Oct was the year’s only inland Rock Pipit. 
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 There were singles at three sites in the south-west during November and four records involving 
six birds on the north coast; birds in the Fylde included six at Pilling Lane Ends on 12 Nov and four 
at Knott End on the 24th. Apart from one at Marshside all records in December were in the Fylde, 
with birds at seven locations including at least ten at Pilling Lane Ends and four at Knott End in mid-
month.

WATER PIPIT Anthus spinoletta
Scarce winter visitor. Amber List (rare winterer)
For the second year in succession there were numerous records from a wide range of locations. 
 On several dates in the first half of January there were singles at Fleetwood, Warton Bank and 
Lytham St Anne’s; the bird at Fleetwood was seen again on four dates during 2-27 Feb and there 
were up to two birds there in late March. 
 Spring passage involved up to four birds on Crossens Saltmarsh between 14 March and 12 April; 
there were two more in the south-west at Hightown on 14 March and at Hesketh Out Marsh on three 
dates during 25 March-5 April. In the Fylde singles were at Conder Green on 4 April and Warton 
Marsh on 8-9th and there were two at The Heads-Barnaby’s Sands during 10-17th.
 The late year was a little quieter. Singles were at Sunderland Point on the north coast on 11 
Nov, at Fleetwood on the 13th and 27th and at Leighton Moss on the 22nd. December birds were all 
south of the Ribble, singles at Marshside on 2 Dec and on Crossens Saltmarsh on four dates during 
2-17th.

BRAMBLING Fringilla montifringilla
Winters in variable numbers. Fairly common double passage migrant, mostly in autumn. 
Overall, Bramblings were fairly scarce in both winter periods. There were 34 submitted records in 
east Lancashire and 15 on the Fylde. Counts were typically no more than a couple of individuals but 
exceptions to this were nine in rhododendrons at Belmont on 16 Jan, eight in a turnip field at Pilling 
Moss on 8 Feb and at Longridge on 31 March. Birds were present in a Belmont garden throughout 
the first winter period with a noticeable increase in the spring passage period, recording a maximum 
of 19 on 12 April; the last records were on 5 May.
 Autumn passage was surprisingly quiet given the run of easterlies during October. The first 
birds were noted at Fairhaven and Knott End on 2 Oct, Stocks Reservoir, Crosby and Fluke Hall on 
the 4th and Brockholes Wetland, Seaforth and Great Knowley on the 8th. There were just 22 recorded 
over Fairhaven in October and a similar dearth of records at Heysham with only 29 (peak of ten on 
22 Oct). Thirty-eight flew over Knott End between 2 Oct and 24 Nov including twelve on 8 Nov. 
Seaforth only recorded one all autumn and at Billinge Hill there was just one on 10 Oct and seven 
on 11 Nov. A few more birds were recorded further inland: early morning observations at Belmont 
recorded 144 over eight days with maxima of 37 on 24 Oct and 47 on 11 Nov. The largest count of the 
year was on 3-4 Nov when 120 were in the woods at Tower Lodge.
 Twenty roosted in rhododendrons at Belmont on 20 Nov with 85 there on 11 Dec and 70 on 
the 30th. There were regular sightings from gardens in Belmont, Newton-in-Bowland and Hoghton 
Bottoms but otherwise records were of small numbers from a few scattered locations.

CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs
Abundant breeding bird, passage migrant and winter visitor.
The few large winter flocks in the first winter period were mostly on the Fylde, the largest counts 
220 at Lousanna Farm, Pilling Moss on 6 Feb, followed by 100 at there in February/March; 80 were 
in two flocks at Treales on 5 Jan. Apart from 60 at Formby Point in February, 50 at Bretherton and 40 
at Pilling in January, there were several counts of 20-30 from across the county but generally nothing 
remarkable.
 Over 60 that may have included returning breeders were at Delph Plantations in February. Here 
there were 140 territories, making it probably the commonest breeding species in the survey area 
and one that was catholic in its choice of habitat. At Heysham, there were more unringed birds than 
usual, especially in March/April, denoting passage birds; twelve pairs bred with local productivity 
better than usual. Brockholes Wetland held 15 pairs with a similar number around Birkdale LNR. 
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Freshfield Dune Heath had eight pairs, there were five pairs at Aintree and seven at Carr Mill Dam. 
Thirty five were singing on the Lune between Leck and Arkholme, down from 49 in 2015.
 Autumn passage was a bit mixed and certainly nothing spectacular. Vis mig watchers at 
Fairhaven clocked 1770 birds between 11 Sept and 25 Oct with high counts of 491 on 1 Oct, 215 on 
the 3rd and 194 on the 6th. Heysham’s vis mig coverage was somewhat depleted but registered peak 
counts later in October including 114 on the 22nd. Seaforth reported a poor passage with 65 being the 
peak on 9 Oct. A total of 818 were counted on 18 one-hour post dawn vis-mig watches over Belmont 
with peaks of 150 on 6 Oct and 87 on the 10th. Similar efforts at Crosby recorded a passage of 1348 
with a peak of 238 on 6 Oct.
 Second winter period numbers were generally quite low, the only three-figure counts coming 
from Pilling where up to 180 were at Black Hill Farm on the 24th and over 150 at New Lane, Eagland 
Hill on the 31st. Other sizeable counts were 86 at Wray on 29 Dec, 85 at Hoghton Bottoms on the 26th 
and 80 at Curlew Lane, Rufford on the 30th. Over 50 roosted in Belmont Plantations at the end of the 
year.

HAWFINCH Coccothraustes coccothraustes
Rare and localised breeding resident. Red list (breeding decline).
There were a few interesting sightings in the Silverdale area this year but not from the traditional 
site at Woodwell. On 11 Feb two were reported at Gait Barrows, increasing to six on the 13th. Singles 
were on the feeding station at the Eric Morecambe complex on 12 Feb and Challan Hall Allotment on 
5 March. The only other report from that area was of singletons near Wolf House Gallery, Silverdale 
on 3 & 4 July.
 There were reports of migrants from Burscough (two flying over on 29 May) and Fleetwood on 
15 Oct.

BULLFINCH Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Common breeding resident. Amber list (breeding decline).
This largely sedentary species continues to do well across the county but especially in the Silverdale 
area where there were a couple of counts of 20 birds at Challan Hall in April and July. Other high 
counts in this area included 17 at Woodwell and up to 15 at Warton Crag in the spring.
 At Savick Park, Preston Bullfinches were recorded in every month with peaks of up to twelve 
in both winter periods. In the CDNHS winter garden survey it achieved 17th place in terms of both 
gardens visited and individuals seen – a position higher than Greenfinch! Up to ten visited a garden 
in Clayton Green in the winter. Jackhouse Reservoir, Oswaldtwistle had regular counts of around 
five with a juvenile in July. Nearby, in Rishton birds were evident throughout the year with up to 
eight on any one day; ringing there produced 20 new birds – mostly in spring – and 21 retraps indi-
cating several pairs in the area and some level of passage or significant dispersal. This pattern was 
somewhat replicated at Heysham where at least four pairs bred; only one of the newly-ringed birds 
was recaptured, though there were many retraps from earlier years, and there were unringed birds 
passing through in January and April.
 Two pairs bred at Crook O’ Lune with juveniles seen in the first week of July. Birds were regular 
at Moor Piece where there was a peak of ten in December. Around four to five pairs were present at 
Birkdale LNR throughout the year and at Freshfield Dune Heath there was a pair after a gap of four 
years. In the Delph Plantations there were four territories with a preference for Larch where they 
were often seen eating Larch buds.
 Bullfinches were present in a number of areas in south Liverpool/Knowsley, notably in several 
sites around Halewood/Speke and around Tarbock Hall, where there were fledged young on 24 
June.
 The species remains largely absent from the west of the Fylde beyond a line drawn roughly 
north of Clifton/Inskip, exceptions being one at Marton Mere on 14 Jan, three at Great Eccleston on 8 
July and two at Warton Bank on 4 Dec.
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GREENFINCH Chloris chloris
Abundant breeding bird. Some autumn movement, flocks in winter.
The general sparsity of records confirmed that 2016 was another poor year for Greenfinches. The first 
winter period produced very few double-figure counts: 25 roosting at Princes Park, Liverpool on 20 
Jan, 22 at Marton on the 4th and the same number at Crawford on the 11th, 16 at Belmont during 
January, 15 at Cockersand on the 10th and 14 at Hillside, Southport on the 15th. Forty-five Green-
finches were in one tree at MMWWT on 11 Feb and 13 at Rossall Point on 6 Feb. Twenty birds at 
Mowbreck Hall on 2 March were notable for the observer who had not seen that many for a couple of 
years. Things were no better inland and, though widespread, no reasonable numbers were reported; 
indeed a count of nine in November was the highest reported in east Lancashire all year.
 In contrast, spring passage at Heysham was quite strong but the subsequent breeding season was 
poor with just four territories there and low numbers at the feeders thereafter. Only two territories 
were located in the Delph Plantations, three around Birkdale LNR and a healthier six at Freshfield 
Dune Heath. Four territories at Aintree and three at Carr Mill Dam represented a small but stable 
breeding population.
 Post-breeding flocks at Fleetwood and Rossall School were targeted by ringers, trapping 38 and 
31 respectively suggesting that there had been some local success. Elsewhere, little changed with 
widespread reports of small numbers.
 Autumn passage was unremarkable. Vis mig at Crosby resulted in 594 birds over 42 days with 
peaks of 76 on 30 Sept and 67 on 7 Oct. Other migration watchers at Heysham, Fairhaven and 
Belmont recorded low numbers though 75 were noted south at Rossall School on 2 Oct and 13 were 
ringed.
 The second winter period had probably fewer birds that earlier in the year – 16 at a pre-roost 
gathering at Blackpool Zoo on 30 Dec the largest count.

LINNET Linaria cannabina
Common breeding resident. Double passage migrant, common winter flocks in the west. Red List 
(breeding decline).
Linnets seem to doing reasonably well in the county from, admittedly, a low level, having undergone 
a general decline in recent years. Winter records come almost exclusively from the mosslands and 
coastal regions with the largest numbers reported around the Fylde. The most frequent reports of 
decent-sized flocks came from the farmland in the Pilling Moss area including up to 160 at Lousanna 
Farm. The shore around Lytham attracted a flock of 120 on 16 Jan and smaller flocks were regularly 
encountered at Rossall, Wrampool, Marton Mere, Heysham and Middleton.
 South of the Ribble, 100 were on Croston Moss, 51 at Freshfield Dune Heath and 40 at Hesketh 
Out Marsh in January. A flock of 60 were feeding on a harvested asparagus field at Formby Point on 
7 Feb. Up to 30 were seen at Garston Shore on 1 Jan and birds were regularly recorded overhead at 
Oglet, south Liverpool.
 Birds start moving inland and through the county at the end of March. The first reports in east 
Lancashire were at Alston on 13 March and Jackhouse Reservoir on the 24th. At Fleetwood 1043 
Linnets were counted on 35 days between 18 March and 8 May with a peak of 234 on 19 April. The 
19th also saw 100 at Cockersand whilst on the 14th, approximately 370 were feeding in a weedy field 
at Eagland Hill.
 A limited amount of breeding information was submitted. It was another good year at Freshfield 
Dune Heath with 21 pairs whilst at least eight pairs bred at Lunt Meadows, two pairs at Seaforth 
and an increased five pairs at Roby Mill. There were five pairs at Middleton and 6-7 pairs at Birkdale 
LNR with a family party seen at the latter on 28 June. There was a slight increase in numbers at 
Belmont Reservoir with at least five breeding pairs plus four pairs around Ward’s Reservoir. Further 
east were nine territories on Hoddlesden Moss and eight pairs at Black Clough, Burnley. Birds were 
present at several sites around Halewood and Tarbock during the breeding season.
 Unusually for June, there was a flock of 120 at Sand Villa, Cockerham on the 2nd, which seemed 
early for post-breeding – July is when post-breeding flocks normally start to get established – with 
70 at Gorse Hill NR on the 30th. A flock of 30 on Mawdesley Moss on 18 July grew steadily to an 
impressive 500 by 18 Aug. There were 25 at Belmont on 30 July increasing to 60 by mid-September, 
90 at Sunnyhurst Hey Reservoir on 6 Sept and smaller numbers noted at Ogden Reservoir, including 
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juveniles. It was interesting to note that there were some reports from east Lancashire of birds taking 
sunflower hearts from garden feeders.
 Little autumn passage was noted other than in the middle of September with peaks of 90 south at 
Seaforth on the 11th and 100 through Fairhaven on the 12th. There were regular double-figure counts 
at Crosby averaging over 35 throughout October but a peak count of 177 on the 6th will certainly 
have related to passage birds. Two-hundred were at Todderstaffe Hall on 17 Sept and over 60 were 
at Billinge on 8 Oct.
 Second winter period flocks included 300 at Ballam, 200 at Fairhaven, 160 at Nateby and 100 on 
Croston Moss in November with 184 at Wrampool and 140 at St Anne’s in December. It was highly 
unusual to have a winter flock of 20 in the east of the county at Swinden Reservoir on 20 Dec.

TWITE Linaria flavirostris
Rare and decreasing breeder. Winter visitor on coasts. Red List (breeding decline).
Monthly Peak Counts
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Southport 100 82 /       90 150 200
Birkdale 50 40 46 
Ridge Farm 200 111 108 22       
Cocker’s Dyke          90 23 58
Cockersand 18 25 40 45      30 17 50

The Lancashire and Sefton coasts played host to good numbers of Twite in the first winter period 
with flocks seen regularly at Birkdale, Southport, Marshside, Knott End, Bank End and Cockersand, 
not to mention a large flock just inland at Ridge Farm, Pilling where there were approximately 200 
in January with 80 still present on 29 March and 22 on 10 April. These roving flocks can make esti-
mating the number of individuals difficult and there may be some duplication in numbers reported 
but the flocks around Southport and the north coast of the Fylde seemed to be distinct. Heysham 
drew an almost blank return despite the continued supply of food on the North Harbour Wall. The 
last birds at Birkdale were twelve on 31 March, at Cockersand 45 on 3 April and two at Marshside 
on 5 May.
 In east Lancashire the number of records was well down; there were two at Swinden Reservoir 
on 4 Jan and 18 Dec with no other reports in between. No breeding records were received but birds 
were present at Cant Clough from 25 March to 15 Sept with 20 there on the latter date. One pair bred 
in the West Pennine Moors and a flock of 25 was feeding on Molinia seed on Belmont Moor between 
22 Oct and 2 Nov.
 The first birds returned to the coast on 4 Oct at Cocker’s Dyke and Cockersand on the 13th. 
Again, only four migrants were noted at Heysham between 28 Oct and 19 Nov and none over the 
winter. A flock of 40 
was at Bolton-le-Sands 
on 8 Nov and the 
numbers on the beach 
at Southport Marine 
Lake hit 150 on the 13th, 
rising to around 200 on 
10 Dec. A flock of up 
to 120 was regular at 
Bank End and up to 90 
were at Cocker’s Dyke. 
Other birds appeared at 
Marshside, Lytham and 
Fairhaven during the 
second winter period.

Twite, Knott End, 24 January (Paul Ellis)
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LESSER REDPOLL Acanthis cabaret
Fairly common but decreasing breeding bird. Common double passage migrant and winter visitor. Red 
List (breeding decline).
Once again this species was infrequently recorded in the early part of the year although some regular 
double-figure counts of up to 20 came from Rishton, Belmont, Aldcliffe, Leighton Moss, Haslam Park 
(Preston) and New Laithe Farm, Newton.
 From the middle of March, birds started to pass through with the main passage from mid-April 
to early May. This was noted at various locations, for example up to 17 at Billinge Hill in late March 
and 675 over Fleetwood with good peaks of 164 on 5 May and 191 the following day. At Knott End 
489 flew over between 14 March and 19 May, followed by one on 9 June and three on 6 July. New 
Laithe Farm had regular counts of up to 30 at any one time in this period as did a garden in Rishton 
where 113 were ringed in the period, including 50 on the weekend of 9 April. Elsewhere, the passage 
was light with smaller numbers noted from mainly coastal locations. Heysham had just 117 on vis 
mig with a peak of 35 on 21 April. 
 During the summer months, redpolls are mainly encountered in the uplands in conifer planta-
tions and birch woods. The Delph Plantations survey located twelve pairs and there were at least 
three pairs around Belmont Village and a couple of pairs at White Coppice. Three pairs were at 
Shedden Clough whilst territorial birds were noted at Gisburn Forest, Rishton and Moor Piece. 
However, birds do breed in the lowlands with confirmed nests at Billinge Hill and Middleton and 
probable breeding at Birkdale LNR and Speke.
 Autumn passage was virtually non-existent: Heysham recorded just 26 birds, Fairhaven only 
nine and Knott End eight, a pattern repeated all down the coast. Only 40 were trapped and ringed 
at Billinge Hill, mostly in October. There were 40 at Stocks Reservoir on 4 Oct which seems to be a 
pattern of occurrence in recent years. Consequently, it was no surprise to report that second winter 
period records were very limited with only a couple of places in Bowland and Leighton Moss 
scraping into double figures. There were 15 at Hoghton Bottoms and a minimum of 20 at Rishton 
during December but otherwise very few records.

MEALY (COMMON) REDPOLL* Acanthis flammea
Scarce winter visitor.
Though there were several reports of 
Mealies in the early part of the year, none 
were substantiated with descriptions which 
is important as worn Lessers can appear 
very pale.
 Given the paltry autumn passage of 
Lesser Redpolls, the appearance of two in 
late autumn was surprising but not when 
you consider the fall on the east coast. The 
first was trapped and ringed at Heysham on 
24 Oct (J Mason, P Marsh, J Roberts) and a 
second was at Stocks Reservoir on 19 Nov 
(Mk Breaks).

ARCTIC REDPOLL Acanthis 
hornemanni
Vagrant.
A Coues’s Arctic Redpoll A. h. exilipes was 
trapped and ringed at Billinge Hill on 30 Dec 
(P Alker). The record is under consideration 
by the BBRC. If accepted it will become the 
seventh Lancashire record; all previous 
records came during the major national Coues’s Arctic Redpoll, Billinge Hill, 30 December 

(Peter Alker)
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influx of winter 1995/96 when there were twos at Rowley Lake in Burnley, Skelmersdale and Mere 
Sands Wood.

COMMON CROSSBILL Loxia curvirostra
Rare breeding bird. Occasional irruptive movements.
There was a similar number of reports for this species in east Lancashire as in 2015 and from a similar 
number of locations. Peak counts received were of 23 at both Beacon Fell and Stocks Reservoir on 1 
Jan and 18 at Easington Fell on 11 Feb. There were regular reports in the Longridge Fell area in the 
first half of the year, culminating in a count of 31 on Gannow Fell on 19 June. Singing males were 
noted at Moor Piece and Gannow Fell but no juveniles were recorded. At Delph Plantations up to 14 
birds were present and a family group of seven in early April indicated local breeding success; the 
pattern of occurrences suggested a population of up to five pairs in the plantations.
 The largest numbers of the year came from the Sefton Coast pinewoods with 50 being reported 
at Birkdale LNR from late February through to the end of March. There were also smaller flocks of 
at Ainsdale NNR ranging throughout the reserve with a peak congregation of 31 along Fisherman’s 
Path; these remained until June.
 The summer months brought sporadic reports from a wide variety of places such as Caton, 
Cross of Greet, Crook O’ Lune, Slaidburn, Belmont, Billinge Hill, Tarbock and Sefton Park.
 Twenty were present at Dunsop Bridge on 23 Sept, followed by several reports during the peak 
autumn passage, most notably 13 at Brockholes Wetland on 9 Oct, six at Billinge on the 30th, 16 at 
Marshside on 7 Nov and twelve at Beacon Fell the same day. Vis mig watches at Belmont recorded 
a total of 28 with ten on 20 Oct. Birds were also noted at Heysham, Barrow Scout, Halsall, Hesketh 
Out Marsh and Formby.

GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis
Common breeding resident and passage migrant. Flocks in winter.
No really large flocks were noted in the first winter period as this species is very widespread and 
food generally plentiful. However, at least 80 roosted in rhododendrons at Belmont on 28 Feb, up 
to 70 were present along Bradshaw Lane, Pilling in January and 60 were at Red Scar, Preston on the 
16th and at Croston Moss on the 30th. There were 50 in one Clitheroe garden on 4 March and flocks 
numbering 30-40 were reported from Fairhaven, Aldcliffe, Warton, Preston, Brockholes Wetland, 
Chorley, Withnell, Whalley, Longridge, Cottam, Crawford, Toxteth, Fleetwood, King’s Moss and 
MMWWT in the early part of the year.
 Passage birds were evident from late March: 1741 were counted over Fleetwood between 31 
March and 5 May with peaks of 204 on 19 April, 198 on 1 May and 380 on the 3rd.
 Breeding was widespread though often not at any great density with good numbers of young 
birds seen especially at feeders. Three pairs bred at Lunt, two at Brockholes Wetland and five at 
Freshfield Dune Heath. There were around 18 pairs at Heysham, mostly amongst the screen planting 
around the perimeter of the site. An estimated 15 pairs bred at Delph Plantations where they chose a 
wide variety of habitats in which to nest.
 On 31 July, a post-breeding flock that numbered 45 on the 7th had risen to 200 at Silverdale Moss, 
remaining to mid-August; 252 were at Arkholme on 25 July. A flock of 50 included 30 juveniles at 
Cocker’s Dyke on 23 July and 100 were at Brockholes Wetland on 3 Aug. The largest flocks of the 
year were recorded from mid-August with 300 at Clifton Marsh on the 13th, 400 at MMWWT on the 
23rd and 300 at Garston on the 29th. A flock at Lunt numbered 350 on 9 Aug, rising to 400 by the 26th 
with 350 in September and 120 still on 12 Oct. Early September also brought over 100 to Seaforth 
and Marshside, up to 150 at Hesketh Out Marsh and 200 at Lytham Quays. Following 100 at Conder 
Green on 1 Oct, numbers dropped everywhere – a small passage was noted at Heysham, Fairhaven 
and Belmont with peaks towards the end of October as was a noteworthy flock of 60 on the 30th at 
Tagg’s Island Reedbed, Birkdale.
 Apart from 200 near Churchtown, Southport on 20 Nov and 110 at the roost at Belmont on 
30 Dec, there were no three-figure counts in the second winter period. Good numbers remained 
throughout the region and in the east of the county where 60 were recorded at Towneley Park, 
Burnley on 14 Dec.
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SISKIN Spinus spinus
Uncommon recent breeding colonist. Common double passage migrant and winter visitor.
One of this year’s the most notable observations in late-winter and early spring was the passage of 
Siskins with many places reporting these birds when normally they very rarely get them. 
 A regular hot-spot for this species was at New Laithe Farm in Bowland where well-stocked 
feeders drew in good numbers throughout the year but especially from mid-March through to the 
end of May when counts of 30-50 were not uncommon and a peak of 70 was reached on 13 March. 
Ringing activity here also indicated a high turnover of birds with good numbers of local breeders 
present into July. Similarly, at a garden in Rishton 102 were ringed during the spring passage. There 
were also at least 60 at Longridge on 12 April.
 A flock of 70 was in Eccleston, Chorley during January and numbers in a garden at Clayton 
Green hit a massive 190 on 20 Feb with 177 ringed. Similarly, in a garden at Belmont there were 70 on 
20 Feb and 50 through March with numbers gradually dwindling through April. In south Liverpool, 
the highest count was of over 50 in alders at Sefton Park on 12 March.
 Coastal sites recorded smaller numbers of Siskins but very regularly throughout the spring. A 
total of 496 was counted through Fleetwood between 12 Feb and 8 May with peaks of 57 on 31 March 
and 62 on 11 April. Surprisingly, Heysham only recorded eleven birds in this time.

Aberrant Siskin, Lee Park Golf Course, Liverpool, January (Steve Young)
Birds were recorded every month of the year at Crook O’ Lune and there was local breeding success 
with a few different juveniles present from 19 May to 16 August. Similarly, around Belmont there 
were probably in the region of five local pairs with recently-fledged juveniles seen on 23 May and 
20 present on 20 June. In the nearby Delph Plantations over 100 birds were present in spring with an 
estimated 30 pairs breeding. Breeding possibly also took place at Lead Mines Clough, White Coppice 
and Roby Mill, where two males were seen in display flight. Birds were present during the breeding 
season at Birkdale LNR. In east Lancashire, Siskins were encountered regularly at several locations 
during the summer months and many juveniles were present at feeding sites.
 Autumn passage was relatively quiet and generally concentrated around late September and 
mid-October; peak September counts were 35 at Stocks Reservoir on the 21st, 45 at Belmont on the 
28th and 23 at Brockholes on the 29th. Vis mig at the latter site recorded a significant number of birds 
with daily peaks of 253 on 1 Oct and 100 on the 9th. Heysham had just 149 between 20 Sept and 23 
Oct with a peak of 60 on 20 Oct. Fairhaven recorded just 88 with a maximum of 20 on 6 Oct.



113Lancashire Bird Report 2016

 During the second winter period large flocks were noted regularly at Leighton Moss where there 
were 85 at the end of November and 100 at the end of the year. Brockholes Wetland also retained a 
good number of birds with up to 35 present, whilst counts of 50 were made at Belmont on 15 Dec and 
at Street Bridge on the 31st.

SNOW BUNTING Plectrophenax nivalis
Fairly common winter visitor to summits and coasts.
There was a paucity of records in east Lancashire this year with reports of three on the 1st and then 
just singles on Pendle Hill in January. One was at Gorple Track on 5 Feb. Later in the year two were 
recorded on Pendle Hill on 28 Nov and singles on a couple of dates in December.
 The customary scattering of coastal reports in both winter periods included one at Morecambe 
on 27 Jan, followed by two at Rossall Point on 11 Feb and thereafter just singles at Fleetwood on 
various dates up to 13 March.
 The first returning bird was at Heysham on the relatively early date of 8 Oct. This was followed 
by singles at Crosby and Southport on 20 Oct, Formby on 5 Nov and Fairhaven on the 25th. Up to 
two were present between St Anne’s and Starr Gate from 4 Dec to the end of the year and one was at 
Cockersand on the 19th.

LAPLAND BUNTING* Calcarius lapponicus
Rare autumn passage migrant and winter visitor to coasts.
There were five unsubstantiated reports this year via bird information services. No descriptions 
were received so none can be documented.

YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrinella
Fairly common but decreasing resident, mostly in the south. Scarce autumn passage migrant. Red list 
(breeding decline).
The largest counts of the first winter period came from Croston with 40 on 23 Jan, and Skitham with 
up to 42 in February and March. The feeding sites on the Fylde did not attract many birds and the 
bulk of records for the county came from south of the Ribble.
 At least seven pairs bred around the former landfill site at Billinge Hill with several more pairs 
reported on adjacent farmland, Roby Mill (four pairs) and King’s Moss. However, breeding success 
was considered poor in the area judging by the lack of juveniles seen or ringed. Singing males were 
noted at many sites south and west of here towards the Mersey in what must be considered the 
stronghold for this species; reports came from around St Helens, Rainford, Tarbock (at least 22), 
Halewood (at least ten), Oglet and Speke, the first at the latter site for many years. A few birds 
were also noted at Haskayne Cutting, MMWWT, Gorse Hill NR, the mosses around Halsall and the 
mosslands west of Croston. There were infrequent reports from Hesketh Out Marsh early in the year 
and a singing male at Little Hoole.
 On the Fylde, there were singing males at Pilling, Eagland Hill, Rawcliffe Moss, Medlar, Treales, 
Inskip, Nateby, Elswick, Sowerby and Mowbreck, although the latter site will probably succumb to 
further housing development.
 Only small numbers were noted throughout the rest of the year. The only noticeable migrant was 
one at Middleton on 30 Oct and there were just two reports in double figures in the second winter 
period: 17 at Eagland Hill on 4 Dec and 15 at Croston Moss on the 25th.

REED BUNTING Emberiza schoeniclus
Common breeding bird and winter visitor. Double passage migrant. Red list (breeding decline).
This species remains widespread and common but, following on from last year, numbers were 
generally down and a reduced number of pairs were breeding. 
 The largest counts of the first winter period were 57 at Belmont in January, 30 at MMWWT in 
March and 22 at Eagland Hill in February. Regular monitoring at Brockholes Wetland recorded 
double-figure counts in the early part of the year through to July but only single figures later.
 Wetland sites hold the largest concentrations of breeding birds but at MMWWT the number 
halved to 42. However, elsewhere the number of breeding pairs was comparable to earlier years: 
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Brockholes Wetland had 24 pairs, Lunt Meadows 20 and four at Fleetwood Marsh NP (where 97 
birds were ringed during the year). A count of twelve singing males was made between Tagg’s 
Island and Weld Road, Birkdale with another two pairs nearby. Twelve pairs bred around Belmont 
Reservoir and three territories were found on Hoddlesden Moss. Reports of family parties, juvenile 
birds and singing males were spread thinly and probably under-recorded in the upland areas in 
the east of the county. Two pairs bred at Grove Lane Marsh, Padiham and four at Wood End SW, 
Burnley.
 In ‘drier’ areas, the regular pair was at Freshfield Dune Heath, just one at Heysham and five pairs 
at Roby Mill. At least seven territories were counted on farmland at Oglet with further (successful) 
pairs in rape-fields in Halewood and Tarbock.
 There was a steady if unremarkable autumn passage; 453 were counted through Crosby between 
mid-September and mid-November with peaks of 39 on 23 Sept and 1 Oct. Heysham had 113 with 
a peak of 15 on 8 Sept. A post-breeding flock above Belmont numbering 20 birds in August steadily 
grew to over 55 by 19 Oct; four wintering flocks around the village totalled over 95 in early December. 
Fifty were present on Gorple Track on 29 Oct and there was a noticeable passage at New Laithe 
Farm in Bowland with a steady stream of birds and double-figure counts daily during October and 
November.

CORN BUNTING Emberiza calandra
Common but declining breeding bird in the south-west and Fylde.
Numbers at the Fylde feeding sites have dwindled over recent years but some reasonable numbers 
can be found at nearby locations in the winter months. The area around Eagland Hill and Skitham 
continues to attract Corn Bunting flocks and many birders seem to make the effort to see them in 
this area as Birdtrack records attest. Counts at Skitham ranged from 70 on 19 Jan to 94 on 12 Feb and 
111 on the 28th with 70 still at New Eskham Farm on 22 March. Up to 73 were recorded at nearby 
Bradshaw Lane in the same period. Lytham Moss also attracted up to 27 in January and smaller 
numbers were reported from several other locations in the area.
 Larger flocks were not confined to the Fylde as up to 61 were present on Burscough Moss in 
January and 23 on Hesketh Out Marsh in February. Twenty were at Howick Cross Lane on 2 April.
 Singing Corn Buntings were noted at King’s Moss and Billinge Hill where three pairs bred and 
18 young were ringed. Singing males were present in the breeding season at Mawdesley Moss, Lunt, 
Hundred End, Crawford, Scarisbrick, MMWWT, Burscough, Ormskirk and Rufford.
 On the Fylde, territorial males were singing at several locations around Eagland Hill and Pilling, 
as well as Bone Hill, Lytham Moss, Winmarleigh Moss, Nateby, Wharles and Stalmine Moss.
 Some southerly passage was noted at Billinge Hill with 29 birds ringed in September including 
seven on the 20th. However, second winter period counts were well down, especially on the Fylde, 
where the largest numbers were of up to 28 at Ballam/Peel at Birk’s Farm, Eagland Hill in December. 
A flock of up to 50 was present in fields between MMWWT and Burscough at the end of December.
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ESCAPES
TRUMPETER SWAN  
Cygnus buccinator
The long-staying individual was reported on 
the Ribble at Ribchester on nine occasions 
between 
14 March and 28 Dec, and was reported at 
Dinckley on 28 April. 

BLACK SWAN Cygnus atratus
In the early year singles were at Brockholes 
from 10 Jan to 4 Feb, Longton Marsh on 24 
Feb, Grimsargh Wetland on 3 and 30 April 
and Little Singleton on 26 April. The next 
were two at Dean Clough Reservoir on 24-
26 July, after which they disappeared to 
wherever it is our Black Swans spend the 
summer.
 Apart from one at Grimsargh on 19 Nov the only other record was one at MMWWT from 21 Oct 
to the end of the year.

ROSS’S GOOSE Chen rossii
The bird from 2015 remained at MMWWT to 19 
March and reappeared at Newton Marsh from 
25 Sept until at least 3 Oct. It was at Marshside 
from the 14th but appeared to be sickly and 
was attacked by a Great Black-backed Gull and 
Carrion Crows on the 23rd and was not seen 
subsequently.

SNOW GOOSE Chen caerulescens
One was with a flock of Bar-headed Geese at 
Leighton Moss on 17 March. A flock of 24 (23 
adults and one juvenile) flew over Lunt Meadows 
on 22 Aug, having been in Cheshire at Pickering’s 
Pasture, Widnes and Hale Marsh for several days 
previously. Later on the 22nd they were seen at 
Hightown and the next morning at Marshside, remaining there and on Banks Marsh until at least 
6 Sept, having put in an appearance at MMWWT the previous day. After that they disappeared off 
the national radar, although another, or possibly one of the same flock, circled high over Belmont 
Reservoir on 8 Sept. 

EMPEROR GOOSE Chen canagica
One at Sawley on 1 April was almost certainly a ‘wire-hopper’ from the nearby Greendale wildfowl 
collection.

BAR-HEADED GOOSE Anser indicus
One at Marton Mere throughout January was last reported on 5 Feb. On 17 March a flock of 17 flew 
into Leighton Moss, probably originating from the free-flying flock of 30 at Grange Ornamental 
Gardens in Cumbria; up to three remained to 6 April and one was at Dockacres on 2-22 July. 
 Another was at MMWWT on 14 May with perhaps the same at Seaforth on 18 June, and further 
singles were in the Nateby area on 7 Nov to 2 Dec and on Parsonage Reservoir on 24 Nov. 

EGYPTIAN GOOSE Alopochen aegyptiaca
Singles were at Eccleston Mere on 16 Jan, at Knowsley Safari Park at both ends of the year and 
Marshside on 30 July, while two were at Ball Grove, Colne on 12 March.

Trumpeter Swan, Ribchester. (per Adam Dudley)

Ross’s Goose, Newton Marsh, 25 September 
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RUDDY SHELDUCK Tadorna ferruginea
A male associated with Mallards in the Burnley area from 11 April to 27 May. Presumably the 
same bird dropped onto Rishton Reservoir with three Canada Geese on 15 April, was on the Leeds-
Liverpool Canal at Hapton on 26 April and 9 May and on the River Calder at Altham on 15 May. 
 Records of singles at Seaforth on 7 Oct, on Croston Finney on the 9th and Longton Marsh on the 
16th may have related to a single individual. 

Ruddy Shelduck, Burnley, 18 April (Mike Jackson)

MUSCOVY DUCK Cairina moschata
Singles were at Calderstones Park, Liverpool in February and Taylor Park, St Helens in July, at Angle-
zarke Reservoir and near Belmont for most of the year and in the Yarrow Valley Park in February. 
Three were reported at Stephen Moor Crossroads on 13 April, the observer commenting that he 
suspected that they came from Lower Stonybank Farm.

AFRICAN COMB (KNOB-BILLED) DUCK Sarkidiornis melanotos
A male was at Seaforth on 11-12 July.

RINGED TEAL Callonetta leucophrys
One was at Longton Brickcroft from at least 24 Feb to 1 April.

BAIKAL TEAL Anas formosa
A wing-clipped male on the River Wyre at St Michael’s on Wyre on 12 July.

SPECKLED (SHARP-WINGED) TEAL Anas flavirostris oxyptera
One was at Brockholes throughout May and from late November to the end of the year.

RED-CRESTED POCHARD Netta rufina
One was in Walton Hall Park, Liverpool throughout the year as it has been for several years. Possibly 
the same bird was at Seaforth on 7 Oct.

INDIAN PEAFOWL Pavo cristatus
Up to four were present throughout the year at the Household Waste Disposal Centre at Siddow; in 
addition to these long-term resident Clitheroe birds, a male was seen regularly around Shear Bank 
Rd, Blackburn in July.
 One was on Stalmine Moss on 6 June.

REEVES’S PHEASANT Syrmaticus reevesi
One was at St Oswald’s Church, Preesall on 23 Nov.

HELMETED GUINEAFOWL Numida meleagris
Five were at Singleton on 28 April.
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WHITE STORK Ciconia ciconia
Single(s) flew over Cabin Hill on 10 April and Colne on the 17th, while two were reported briefly at 
Hightown on the 21st.
 Without evidence to the contrary we continue to regard it as more likely that Lancashire records 
refer to escapes rather than genuine migrants. It seems that the free-flying birds at Harewood 
House may now have disappeared from there (P Morris pers. comm.) but others are still based in 
Cumbria. 

HARRIS’S HAWK Parabuteo unicinctus
It was another ‘poor’ year with the only records singles at Ingol in March and perhaps the same 
at Cottam on 14 Sept. Have the owners of what is one of the commonest raptors held in captivity 
learned to control their birds? Or are birders simply not reporting them?

SAKER Falco cherrug
One was in Blackpool town centre on 24 Nov.

EURASIAN EAGLE OWL Bubo bubo
Little information was received from Bowland apart from one record of one in Whitendale in 
February.

AFRICAN HAWK-EAGLE Aquila spilogaster
One escaped at Rossall School on 22 Dec.

CRIMSON ROSELLA Platycercus elegans
One was at Fairhaven Lake from March to May.

GREEN LOVEBIRD Agapornis sp. 
One was with Goldfinches in the nature park at Heysham on 8 Aug.

MONK PARAKEET Myiopsitta monachus
One was in Princes Park, Liverpool on at least 28-29 May.

COCKATIEL Nymphicus hollandicus
One was in Greenbank Park, Liverpool on 1 Aug.

CANARY Serinus canaria
One was in central Liverpool on 18 Nov.
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LANCASHIRE RINGING REPORT
Covering reports received July 2016 to August 2017 Pete Marsh

This report is based on the usual mixture of sources. A large number of people have kindly submitted 
their sightings during the course of the year – either durectly or via the BTO –  and they are hopefully 
all acknowledged below, contributing to perhaps the most interesting report I have been involved 
in.
 Just had some correspondence with one of the ring readers who is in the process of purchasing 
some new ‘gear’, hopefully enabling him to read even more distant rings and flags. These skills and 
associated equipment are very welcome and a large proportion of the acknowledgements refer to the 
results from ring-reads from photos or video at some considerable distance.
 Key examples of ring-reading results can be seen from the Sefton Coast where Peter Knight and 
Rose Maciewicz on a Knot-reading quest were distracted by the large numbers of Sandwich Terns 
and a scattering of marked Sanderling. Along with the efforts of more local people, notably Pete 
Kinsella, this produced some fascinating information, especially on Sandwich Tern movements. We 
could, however, do with a similar effort with coastal ring-reading in the north of the county, espe-
cially between the Lune Estuary and Leighton Moss.
 Skimming through the rest of the report saw another superb selection of Goldcrest and Chiffchaff 
movements, undoubtedly assisted by masses of suitable ringing weather in September and October 
for especially Peter Alker at Billinge and the Heysham/Middleton and Leighton Moss teams. The 
early morning starts were given an added incentive by expecting to catch Yellow-browed Warblers 
during the first three weeks of October
 In contrast it was rather strange to assemble a nice variety of thrush recoveries without a single 
Blackbird other than a few ‘cat down the road’ recoveries. It does appear that winter roost ringing, a 
major source of Blackbirds, may have taken a bit of a back seat in the county during the rather mild, 
wet and windy conditions of the last two.
 Finally, sunflower hearts and nyger seed saw a continuation of the large numbers of Siskins, 
Goldfinches and Lesser Redpolls being caught and recaptured by ringers throughout the country 
and publication of these has had to be highly selective.
 Thanks to: BTO county report, Chris Batty, Mark Nightingale, John Dempsey, Paul Ellis, Paul 
Slade, Stuart Darbyshire, Richard Else, Hazel Watson, Janice Sutton, Colin Bushell, Charlie Liggett, 
Kane Brides, Bill Aspin, Tony Disley, Ian Walker, Gav Thomas, Tony Conway, Tim Vaughan, Pete 
Kinsella, Peter Knight, Rose Maciewicz, Mike Standing, Mark Breaks, Richard du Feu, Merseyside 
RG, South West Lancs RG, North Lancs RG, Craig Bell, Hugh Jones, Bob Danson, Fylde RG, Ian 
Hartley, Steve White. Sorry if anyone missed out.

MUTE SWAN   
W38125  Adult  02/07/2015 Carnforth: 54°8’N 2°44’W (Lancashire) 
 Seen 28/04/2016 Doncaster, South Yorkshire   129km   S

The longest movement reported.  In addition the bird ringed at Llanberis in 1996 was reported again 
at Fairhaven Lake on 17th October 2016; it has been seen there intermittently since 2002 

BEWICK’S SWAN   
AA1263/23J Ad F 14/08/2005 Yan Gutey river , Russkii Zavorot Peninsula, Nenetskya, RUSSIA
 Seen 11/02/2006 Bikkerspolder, Utrecht, NETHERLANDS
 Seen 21/11/2006 Haringweg, Dronten, Flevoland, NETHERLANDS
 Seen 27/12/2006 Klokbekerweg, Swifterbant, Flevoland, NETHERLANDS
 Seen 25/01-17/2/07 Bikkerspolder, Utrecht, NETHERLANDS
 Seen 19/02/2007 Eemdijk, Utrecht, NETHERLANDS
 Seen 12/11-5/12/07 Flevoland/Friesland, NETHERLANDS
 Seen 18/12/07-14/1/08 Bikkerspolder, Utrecht, NETHERLANDS
 Seen 17/02/2008 Tackesdorf-Nord, Rensburg, Schleswig Holstein, GERMANY
 Seen 14/03/2008 Oldenbuttel, Nord Ostsee Kanal, Schleswig Holstein, GERMANY
 Seen 21/11/2008 Stobbenweg, Dronten, Flevoland, NETHERLANDS
 Seen 09/01/2009 Ludham Bridge, Norfolk
 Seen 03/03-14/3/09 Oldenbuttel, Nord Ostsee Kanal, Schleswig Holstein, GERMANY
 Seen 28/02-4/3/10 Oldenbuttel, Nord Ostsee Kanal, Schleswig Holstein, GERMANY
 Seen 16/03/2010 Hamer, Hanerau-Hademarschen, Schleswig Holstein, GERMANY
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 Seen 09/12/2010 Johnson Street, Ludham Bridge, Norfolk
 Seen 01/01/2011 Walton Hall, Ludham Airfield, Norfolk
 Seen 02/01-21/1/11 Catfield/Sutton/Ludham, Norfolk
 Seen 27/03/2011 Dreverna, West coast of Lithuania, LITHUANIA
 Seen 30/03/2011 Zalgiriai, Silute, West coast of Lithuania, LITHUANIA
 Seen 16/01/2012 Rhede-Borsum, Emsland, Niedersachen, GERMANY
 Seen 08/02/2013 Ludham Bridge, Norfolk, 
 Seen 18/02/2015 Meggerkoog, Schleswig Holstein, GERMANY
 Seen 17/02/2017 Cockersand, Lancashire

The darvic has been lost in recent years, hence a downturn in reports since 2011.

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE   
2004762/CE9 Ad F 29/04/2016 Ekne, Levanger, NORWAY  63 41N 11 03E
 Seen 12/05/2016 Vangsvegan, NORWAY   63 52N  11 16E
 Seen 13/10/2016 Viborg, DENMARK  57 02N 8 47E
 Seen 29/10-12/12/16 Friesland, HOLLAND various sites around  52 58N 5 37E
 Seen 23/12/2016 West Vlaandered, BELGIUM  51 13N  3 06E
 Seen 29/12/2016 Holland Haven, Essex
 Seen 12-13/1/17 Cley, Norfolk
 Seen 24/03/2017 Crossens Out Marsh

Almost certainly of Svalbard origin.   
136970/CGULJ Ad M 18/07/2013 Urgur, Nordur-Mulasysla, ICELAND
 Seen 22/10/2014 The Stockyard, Norfolk
 Seen 19/11/2014 Egmere, Norfolk
 Seen 17/01/2015 Wells, Norfolk
 Seen 27/09/2015 Loch of Strathbeg, Aberdeenshire
 Seen 15/10/2015 Eagland Hill, Lancashire
 Seen 12/11/2015 Holkham, Norfolk
 Seen 02/01-04/01/16 Branthill, Norfolk
 Seen 19/01/2016 Saxlingham, Norfolk
 Seen 23/01/2016 Cley, Norfolk
 Seen 09/10/2016 Lytham Moss, Lancashire

One of many similar returns.

GREYLAG GOOSE   
See separate article. 

CANADA GOOSE   
5274240 Adult 27/06/2015 Fellfoot Park, Windermere, Cumbria
 Seen 22/12/2015 Venus Pool NR, Shropshire   197km S
 Seen 08/08/2016 Brockholes NR, Preston  67km SSE

One of four ringed birds seen at Brockholes on 8/8; the other three were also ringed at Windermere 
but no interim sightings.  See also Greylag article for birds ringed at their moulting areas at Wind-
ermere.

WIGEON   
FH00071 Ad M 01/12/2016 Martin Mere WWT
 Dead 11/05/2017 Khanty-Mansiysk area, RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
   61 0N  69 1 E   4376km

A long way east..........

TEAL   
ER09849  Adult Male  24/10/2014 Martin Mere WWT
 Shot 21/08/2016 Rahajarvi, Vierema: 64°0’N 26°49’E (Kuopio) FINLAND 2,050km   
ENE   
5106347 Full-grown  12/09/2015 Stavsengan, Trondheim: 63°18’N 10°16’E (Sor-Trondelag) NORWAY
 Shot 08/01/2016 Newburgh: 53°34’N 2°47’W   1,317km   SW   

TUFTED DUCK   
FH97053 Ad M 22/12/2014 Blunham, Bedfordshire 
 Shot 21/01/2016 Scorton, Lancashire (SD5048)  256km NW 
FV52250 Ad M 12/01/2010 Southport Marine Lake
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 Dead 10/11/2016 Pugneys Country Park, Wakefield   99km E
FP89808  Full-grown M 29/02/2012 Ainsdale-on-Sea, Southport 
 Shot 09/01/2016 Maghery, Lough Neagh, Armagh   251km   WNW   

GANNET   
1384989 Nestling 23/06/2002 Great Saltee, Wexford, IRELAND
 Found dead 27/12/2016 nr Hesketh Out Marsh, Ribble    308km NE

CORMORANT   
HE290724  Nestling  06/06/2016 Wasservogelreservat Wallnau 54°28’N 11°1’E (Schleswig-Holstein)
   GERMANY 
 Seen 21/8 & 17/10/16  Yarrow Valley Country Park, Chorley   897km   W    
92A17173  Nestling  12/07/2012 Masbergen, Sparon, Kallandso: 58°37’N 13°1’E (Västra Götaland) 
   SWEDEN 
 Long dead  06/04/2016 River Ribble, Preston   1,113km   WSW   

The first in undoubtedly of the form P.c.sinensis

LITTLE EGRET   
GC11768 Nestling 13/06/2009 Penrhyn Castle Bangor
 Seen 16/06/2010 Ashton Hall, Lancaster
 Seen 17/09/2010 Leighton Moss
 Seen 17/10/2010 Bank End, then later Pilling Lane Ends 
 Seen 22/02/2012 Pilling Lane Ends
 Seen 16/03/2016 Pilling Lane Ends
 Seen 07/02/2017 Gulf Lane, Cockersand 122km NE 
GC98846 Nestling 01/06/2013 Besthorpe Gravel Pits, Newark, Nottingham
 Seen 27/06/2017 Brockholes NR, Preston     140km WNW
GK49660  Nestling  08/06/2008 The Laurels Farm, Terrington St Clement, Norfolk 
 Seen 10/12/2013 Banks Marsh, Southport  238km   WNW   
 Seen 10/05/2016 Lunt Meadows Reserve  235km   WNW   

OSPREY   
Go to the Foulshaw Osprey website for details of the two ringed breeding adults which are fairly 
regular at Leighton Moss.

COOT   
GC22209  Adult  05/12/2012 Pennington Flash, Leigh, Greater Manchester 
 Seen 27/04/2014 Hesketh Park, Southport   35km   WNW     
 Seen 12/05/2016 RSPB Marshside, Southport  36km   NW

The longest movement located 

AVOCET   
EY98058      Nestling 24/05-13/6/15 KCL Seal Sands,Teesmouth (SALINE), Stockton-on-Tees
 Seen 17/07/2015 Alkborough Flats, North Lincolnshire, 109 km, SSE
 Seen from 05/04/2017 Eric Morecambe complex 115Km WSW 682 days
EY98059      Nestling 24/05-13/6/15 KCL Seal Sands,Teesmouth (SALINE), Stockton-on-Tees
 Seen 17/07/2015 Alkborough Flats, North Lincolnshire 109 km, SSE
 Seen 19/07/2015 Blacktoft Sands, Goole, E Yorkshire 106 km SSE 
 Seen from 24/4/17 Eric Morecambe complex  115km WSW

These two were not necessarily the same brood when ringed, but obviously the same colony. They 
formed separate pairs attempting to breed on the Allen Pool. Wonder where they were in 2016?
FS52364 RW�/OY This bird was fully documented in the 2015 Lancashire Bird Report. The following sighting canRW�/OY This bird was fully documented in the 2015 Lancashire Bird Report. The following sighting can This bird was fully documented in the 2015 Lancashire Bird Report. The following sighting canThe following sighting can 
be added to the previous documentation where the final sighting was on HOM on 15/6/16
 read in field  03/06/2017 Hesketh Out Marsh, Ribble

OYSTERCATCHER   
FP87308 Adult 16/11/2008 Pembrey Sands (Carmarthen)
 Dead 13/06/2017 Newton,  River Lune 298 km NNE 
FH43073  Second-year  21/01/2011 Heysham
 Freshly dead  24/03/2016 Northwall, Sanday, Orkney   585km   N   
FH23963  Adult  01/02/2010 Heysham
 Freshly dead  03/07/2016 Deerness, Orkney   545km   N   
FP19553  Adult  01/02/2006 Heysham
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 Freshly dead  21/06/2016 Ullapool, Highland   452km   NNW   
5149611 Nestling  21/06/2002 Royneberg, Sola: 58°54’N 5°40’E (Rogaland) NORWAY 
 Freshly dead  19/09/2016 Hest Bank, Morecambe  746km   SW  

RINGED PLOVER   
CRs Nestling  30/05/2016 Beltringharder Koog, Nordfriesland, Schleswig-Holstein, 
   GERMANY 54 54N 8 91E
 Seen 30/07/2016 Church Scar, Ribble Estuary, Lancashire
 Nesting F June 2017 Beltringharder Koog, Nordfriesland, Schleswig-Holstein, GERMANY
8B80305 / TPV  Juvenile 12/09/2016 Makkevika, Giske, Møre and Romsdal, NORWAY 63 30N 6 02E
 Seen 17/09/2016 Bank End, Cockerham  1059km SSW

ICELANDIC BLACK-TAILED GODWIT   
EL69055 & CRS Adult 05/09/2010 Farlington Marshes, Langstone Harbour, Portsmouth, Hampshire
 Seen 9/9/10-27/1/11 Chichester harbour, various sites, Hampshire
 Seen 09/08/2011 Farlington Marshes, Langstone Harbour, Portsmouth, Hampshire
 Seen 01/09/2011 Farlington Marshes, Langstone Harbour, Portsmouth, Hampshire
 Seen 18/11/2014 Emsworth Harbour, Chichester Harbour, Hampshire
 Seen 01/03/2017 Heybridge Basin, Maldon, Blackwater Estuary, Essex
 Seen 25/04/2017 Leighton Moss 
WL-YW Adult 11/08/1998 Terrington, the Wash, Norfolk
 Seen 10/02/1999 Nene Washes, Cambridgeshire
 Seen 05/04/2000 Welney, Ouse Washes, Norfolk
 Seen 17/04/2000 Nene Washes, Cambridgeshire
 Seen 18/04/2001 Swavesey, Cambridgeshire
 Seen 04/05/2002 Álftafjörður, E ICELAND
 Seen 23/09/2002 Snettisham, the Wash, Norfolk
 Seen 16/07/2003 Breydon Water, Norfolk
 Seen 7/8-5/9/04 Snettisham, the Wash, Norfolk
 Seen 20/8-30/9/05 Humber Estuary, Lincolnshire
 Seen 19/2-5/3/06 Welney, Ouse Washes, Norfolk
 Seen 10/8-11/10/06 Humber estuary, Lincolnshire
 Seen 9/8-4/12/07 Humber estuary, Lincolnshire
 Seen 26/2-27/2/09 Swavesey, Cambridgeshire
 Seen 02/03/2009 Fen Drayton, Cambridgeshire
 Seen 03/07/2009 Musselburgh, Firth of Forth, Lothian, E Scotland
 Seen 18/10-6/11/09 Humber estuary, Lincolnshire
 Seen 06/03/2010 Grafham Water, Cambridgeshire
 Seen 5/10-26/10/10 Humber estuary, Lincolnshire
 Seen 20/2-18/3/11 Welney, Ouse Washes, Norfolk
 Seen 03/07/2011 Humber estuary, Lincolnshire
 Seen 11/04/2012 Ouse Washes, Cambridgeshire
 Seen 05/08/2012 Snettisham, the Wash, Norfolk
 Seen 9/9-28/9/12 Humber estuary, Lincolnshire
 Seen 16/01/2013 Elmley, Swale estuary. Kent
 Seen 01/04/2013 Nene Washes, Cambridgeshire
 Seen 22/10/2014 Humber estuary, Lincolnshire
 Seen 25/12/2014 Welney, Ouse Washes, Norfolk
 Seen 30/01/2015 Elmley, Swale estuary. Kent
 Seen 12/02/2015 Ouse Washes, Cambridgeshire
 Seen 12/04/2015 Humber estuary, Lincolnshire
 Seen 28/11-30/12/15 Welney, Ouse Washes, Norfolk
 Seen 04/04/2016 Nene Washes, Cambridgeshire
 Seen 29/09/2016 Humber estuary, Lincolnshire
 Seen 4/12-2/2/17 Welney, Ouse Washes, Norfolk
 Seen 25/04/2017 Belmont, Lancashire

This elderly bird clearly avoided the coastal godwit hotspots in our county during its migrations.
R8-RY Adult M 07/07/2010 Lambadalur, Dyrafjordur, NW ICELAND
 Seen 09/07/2011 Lambadalur, Dyrafjordur, NW ICELAND
 Seen 26/02/2013 Leighton Moss
 Seen 13/4-23/4/13 Leighton Moss
 Seen 3/7-4/7/13 Núpur, Dýrafjörður, NW ICELAND
 Seen 24/07/2016 Dargan Mudflats, Belfast, Northern Ireland
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 Seen 18/08/2016 Youghal, Cork, IRELAND
 Seen 10/12/2016 Great Island, Cork Harbour, Cork, IRELAND
 Seen 22/01/2017 Great Island, Cork Harbour, Cork, IRELAND
YR-GY Adult 04/07/2012 Reykholar, NW ICELAND
 Seen 2/9-9/9/12 Rahasane Turlough, Co. Galway, IRELAND
 Seen 29/12/2016 Lune Estuary, Cockersand
WN-WN Nestling 04/07/2013 Kaldaðarnes, Árnessýsla, S ICELAND
 Seen 11/10-19/10/13 Thurstaston Shore, Dee estuary, Merseyside
 Seen 12/07/2014 Leighton Moss
 Seen 20/02/2015 Leighton Moss
 Seen 14/4-29/4/15 Leighton Moss
 Seen 12/8-16/9/15 Cley, Norfolk
 Seen 28/4-1/5/16 Leighton Moss
 Seen 17/8-2/10/16 Hauke-Haien-Koog, Schleswig-Holstein, GERMANY
 Seen 20/04/2017 Skokholm, Pembroke, Wales

Not seen on spring passage at Leighton in 2017, as perhaps partly explained by the above sighting.
568647/LO-OR Nestling 14/07/2004 Eyjafjarðarsýsla,Dalvík  N ICELAND
 Seen 8/10/05-22/1/06 Wexford Slobs, IRELAND
 Seen 6/4-7/4/06 Friesland,Skrok,Skrok Nature reserve, NETHERLANDS 
 Seen 09/04/2006 Frodsham, Cheshire
 Seen 21/01/2008 Marshside
 Seen 24/03/2008 Friesland,Skrok,Skrok Nature reserve, NETHERLANDS 
 Seen 14/12/2008 Marshside
 Seen 10/6-13/6/10 Titchwell, Norfolk
 Seen 30/7-11/8/10 Cley, Norfolk
 Seen 22/8-3/9/10 Stiffkey Fen, Norfolk
 Seen 31/10/2011 Marshside
 Seen 16/2-30/3/13 Marshside
 Seen 07/07/2013 Eyjafjarðarsýsla,Svarfaðardalur, N ICELAND
 Seen 16/9-20/10/13 Marshside
 Seen 10/03/2014 Blackwater Estuary, Heybridge, Essex
 Seen 29/07/2016 Hale, Cheshire
 Seen 16/9-7/11/16 Marshside/Crossens
 Seen 13/07/2017 Marshside

Some odd things here - what was it doing at Titchwell in mid-June 2010?  Hopefully there was 
not a nominate form with the same colour combination! Many other recoveries available involving 
‘standard’ movements, including one which is 20 years old.

BAR-TAILED GODWIT   
DE42151 / ME Adult 05/08/2015 Snettisham, The Wash, Norfolk
 Seen 13/02/2016 Knott End, Lancashire

KNOT   
colour-ringed Adult May 2014 Dyrafjordur, ICELAND   65 51N 23 19W
 Read in field 29/12/2016 Knott End, Lancashire
787467 VMA Adult 20/05/2014 Dyrafjordur, ICELAND   65 51N 23 19W
 Seen 18/5-21/5/15 Dyrafjordur, ICELAND   65 51N 23 19W
 Seen 28/02/2016 Ainsdale, Southport
786039 VUX Adult 20/05/2014 Dyrafjordur, ICELAND   65 51N 23 19W
 Seen 30/10/2014 Southport
 Seen 11/03 & 9/4/16 Southport
786012 VTC Adult 20/05/2014 Dyrafjordur, ICELAND   65 51N 23 19W
 Seen 21/05/2015 Onundarfjordur, ICELAND  66 00N  23 24W
 Seen 04/02/2016 Ainsdale, Southport
786152 TTA Adult 22/05/2014 Dyrafjordur, ICELAND   65 51N 23 19W
 Seen 19/05/2015 Önundarfjörður, Hvilft, ICELAND  66 04N  23 48W
 Seen 21/3-8/4/16 Ainsdale
 Seen 29/11/2016 Formby Point
G4WYRY Adult 14/10/2007 De Richel, NETHERLANDS
  16/10 & 12/12/08 Heysham 
  06/12/2013 Texel, wad bij De Cocksdorp, NETHERLANDS 53.09.50N 04.53.00E
  31/3-18/4/16 Southport
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  17/02/2017 Southport
SR46380 TPN Adult 31/07/2011 Wainfleet, Lincolnshire
 Seen 22/05/2014 Dyrafjordur, ICELAND   65 51N 23 19W
 Seen 19/03/2016 Southport
 Seen 26/7 & 9/8/16 Southport
786229 TYP Adult 24/05/2014 Reykjarfjordur, ICELAND  65 37N  23 28W
 Seen 21/05/2015 Bíldudalur, ICELAND  65 67 N  23 60W
 Seen 17/8-21/8/16 Southport
787390 VCU Adult 20/05/2014 Dyrafjordur, ICELAND   65 51N 23 19W
 Seen 18/5-21/5/15 Dyrafjordur, ICELAND   65 51N 23 19W
 Seen 08/04/2016 Southport
 Seen 7/8-7/9/16 Southport or Ainsdale
787493 VNU Adult 20/5-21/5/14 Dyrafjordur, ICELAND   65 51N 23 19W
 Seen 08/4-22/4/16 Southport
 Seen 14/08/2016 Southport
 Seen 02/10-13/10/16 Formby Point
787456 VLH Adult 20/5-21/5/14 Dyrafjordur, ICELAND   65 51N 23 19W
 Seen 21/05/2015 Dyrafjordur, ICELAND   65 51N 23 19W
 Seen 27/07/2016 De Cocksdorp, NETHERLANDS  53 09N  4 53E
 Seen 20/9-6/10/16 Griend, NETHERLANDS  53 16N 5 15E 
 Seen 30/10/2016 Formby Point
786645 70 Adult 25/05/2014 Dyrafjordur, ICELAND   65 51N 23 19W
 Seen 19/05/2015 Dyrafjordur, ICELAND   65 51N 23 19W
 Seen 13/11/2016 Formby Point

In addition there were eight birds which produced single season registrations in Iceland (ringing 
date only) and along the Sefton Coast in 2016.
7503217  NVN Adult 26/05/2013 Brenna, Porsanger NORWAY 70 30N 25 43E
 Seen 19/05/2014 Little Porsanger, Lebesby, NORWAY 70 39N 26 24E
 Seen 14/04/2016 Southport
7503552  C5 Adult 24/05/2016 Marnes, Porsanger, NORWAY 70 24N 25 32E
 Seen 31/07/2016 De Cocksdorp, NETHERLANDS  53 09N 4 53E
 Seen 17/09-3/10/16 Griend, Friesland, NETHERLANDS  53 16N 5 15E
 Seen 30/10-3/11/16 Formby Point

There were three birds which produced single season (ringing) dates in Porsanger and were recorded 
along the Sefton Coast only in 2016. Note that two of the birds were seen at one of the main moulting 
areas along the Dutch coast in the early autumn

SANDERLING   
N91921 & CRS 1st W 18/08/2013 West Wittering/Hayling Is/Chichester Harbour (West Sussex/Hants)
 Seen to 17/3/14 West Wittering/Hayling Is/Chichester Harbour (West Sussex/Hants)
 Seen 16/05/2014 Tiree, Argyll and Bute
 Seen 25/9/14-19/3/15 Hampshire
 Seen 13/11/15-24/2/16 West Wittering/Hayling Is/Chichester Harbour 
   (West Sussex/Hants)
 Seen 01/09/2016 Ainsdale
897619 & crs Ad 30/05/2011 SW ICELAND  64 04N 22 71W
 Seen 21/5-28/5/12 SW ICELAND  64 04N 22 71W
 Seen 12/03/2013 Wirral, Cheshire
 Seen 22/5-25/5/13 SW ICELAND  64 04N 22 71W
 Seen 22/05/2016 SW ICELAND  64 04N 22 71W
 Seen 17/8-24/8/16 Ainsdale
 Seen 05/10/2016 Spurn Point
I wonder where this one is wintering! 
8108816 & crs Adult 22/05/2016 SW ICELAND  64 04N 22 71W
 Seen 30/08/2016 Point de Mousterin, Finistere, FRANCE  47 84N 4 03W
 Seen 2/9-6/10/16 Formby Point
8109588 & crs Adult 22/05/2016 SW ICELAND  64 04N 22 71W
 Seen 18/09/2016 Ainsdale
 Seen 22/09/2016 Kerurug, Finistere, FRANCE  48 65N  4 3W
8223444 & crs Nestling F 07/07/2007 Ostgronland, GREENLAND  74 47N  20 5W
 Seen 11/6-22/6/09 Ostgronland, GREENLAND
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 Seen 17/6-1/7/10 Ostgronland, GREENLAND
 Seen 18/6-27/6/11 Ostgronland, GREENLAND
 Seen 19/07/2013 Ostgronland, GREENLAND
 Seen 26/07/2014 Ostgronland, GREENLAND
 Seen 26/07/2014 Ainsdale
8224793 & crs Nestling F 28/7-1/8/11 Ostgronland, GREENLAND  74 47N  20 5W
 Seen 12/1-14/3/13 Wirral   53 39N 3 18W
 Seen 23/11/2013 South Hampshire coast
 Seen 06/01/2014 Wirral   53 39N 3 18W
 Seen 6/9/14-18/4/15 Formby Point
 Seen 13/09/2016 Formby Point

DUNLIN   
CR YL8 Full grown 07/07/2016 Vistula Estuary, Gdansk, POLAND
 Seen 11/11/2016 Formby, Lifeboat Road
BT74757 E56 Full grown 13/05/2017 Ynyslas, Ceredigion
 Seen 28/05/2017 Marshside

REDSHANK   
DE81221 Nestling 08/06/2014 Kirkton of Logie, Buchan, Aberdeenshire 
 Seen 29/08/2016 Leighton Moss  357km S
DD51379 & CRs Adult 16/09/2013 Farlington Marsh, Langstone Harbour, Hampshire
 Seen 18/12/2013 Bembridge Harbour, Isle of Wight
 Seen 11/5-13/5/14 Brockholes NR, Preston
 Seen 08/04/2015 Alston Wetland, nr Longridge
 Seen 19/4-29/4/17 Brockholes NR, Preston
Data mislaid Ad 13/09/2014 Chichester Harbour, West Sussex
 Seen 19/10/14-25/1/15 West or North Hayling Chichester/Langstone Harbour, 
   West Sussex
 Seen 26/03/2015 Brockholes NR, Preston
 Seen 12/03/2016 North Hayling, Chichester Harbour
 Seen 17/04/2016 Brockholes NR, Preston
 Seen 1/11/16-20/2/17 West or North Hayling Chichester/Langstone Harbour, 
   West Sussex
 Seen 22/3 & 2/4/17 Brockholes NR, Preston
GE53636 & crs Adult 10/09/2010 Moeze, Charante Maritime, FRANCE     45 88N  1 08W
 Seen to 21/9/10 Moeze, Charante Maritime, FRANCE     45 88N  1 08W
 Seen 19/09/2012 Saint Frault, Charante Maritime, FRANCE  45 92N 1 07W
 Seen 04/06/2016 Pilling, Lancs
 Seen 22/06/2017 Teich, FRANCE   44 64N  1 03W

WOODCOCK   
EY44931 First winter 04/01/2016 Dalton Park Wood, nr Burton in Kendal, Cumbria
 Shot 03/12/2016 Arkholme, Lancs 4 km ESE 

A continental wintering bird or a local: probably the former? 

GUILLEMOT   
�95246  Nestling  03/07/1999 Sumburgh, Shetland 
 Freshly dead  13/11/2016 Hest Bank, Morecambe Bay   648km   S

Note that this is of the nominate form U.a.aalge, as per ringing location   
�59264 Adult 02/03/2007 Great Orme, Conway released by RSPCA
 Dead 02/12/2016 Hest Bank 111km NE

The RSPCA did a good job!   

SANDWICH TERN   
DE81121 Adult 15/07/2014 Ythan Estuary, Aberdeen, Scotland
ETH Seen 27/01/2015 Walvis Bay oyster beds, NAMIBIA
 Seen 26/04/2015 Girdleness, Aberdeen
 Seen 13/7-19/7/15 Ythan Estuary, Aberdeen, Scotland
 Seen 21/08/2015 St Annes North Beach, Lancashire
 Seen 21/12-22/12/15 Walvis Bay oyster beds, NAMIBIA
 Seen 5/5-18/7/16 Ythan Estuary, Aberdeen, Scotland
 Seen 27/08/2016 Ainsdale beach
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 Seen 10/09/2016 St Annes North Beach, Lancashire
DK52806 Nestling 14/07/2014 Coquet Island, Northumberland
UVN Seen 19/12/2014 Vieira Island, Bijagos, GUINEA-BISSAU
 Seen 27/08/2016 Ainsdale beach
DD92486 Nestling 14/06/2014 Inner Farne, Northumberland
UCJ Seen 13/08/2014 Port Seton, Firth of Forth, Lothian
 Seen Feb-March 2016 Mile 4 saltworks, NAMIBIA
 Seen 27/08/2016 Ainsdale beach
DD76892 Nestling 12/07/2013 Inner Farne, Northumberland
UPB Seen 27/6-29/6/14 Mile 4 saltworks, NAMIBIA
 Seen 30/12/15-27/3/16 Mile 4 saltworks, NAMIBIA
 Seen 01/09/2016 Ainsdale beach
Note that it remained in Africa as a first summer bird.   
1424715 Nestling 12/06/2007 Ameland, Friesland, NETHERLANDS
 EVV added 15/08/2015 Ythan Estuary, Aberdeen, Scotland
 Seen 11/09/2015 Port Seton, Firth of Forth, Lothian
 Seen 17/4-4/8/16 Wagejot, Texel, NETHERLANDS
 Seen 04/08/2016 Hirshals Harbour, DENMARK
 Seen 11/09/2016 Port Seton, Firth of Forth, Lothian
 Seen 18/09/2016 Ainsdale beach
A classic example of a metal-only ring providing no sightings for eight years, then when a darvic 
was added, the breeding site was found as well as the exact departure date from there, the initial 
post-breeding location (Port Seton) and, of course, the Ainsdale passage sighting where (as at the 
vast majority of sites) metal rings are too distant to read.
1312 Nestling 20/06/2013 Haringvliet, Zuid-Holland, NETHERLANDS
W-N9K Seen 27/08/2016 Ainsdale beach
1585711 Nestling 27/06/2016 Haringvliet, Zuid-Holland, NETHERLANDS
Y-N3V Seen 15/7-18/7/16 De Putten, Camperduin, Noord-Holland, NETHERLANDS 
 Seen 18/08/2016 Preesall Sands, Knott End
 Seen 27/08/2016 Ainsdale beach
1588208 Nestling 25/06/2016 Utopia, Texel, NETHERLANDS
 Seen 12/07/2016 Utopia, Texel, NETHERLANDS
 Seen 01/09/2016 Ainsdale beach
Two examples of Dutch nestlings initially heading north-west during their first autumn (via 
Scotland?).
CR Nestling 16/06/2017 Ythan Estuary
 Read in field 10/8-17/8/17 Birkdale Beach
 Read in field 19/08/2017 off Hilbre Island, Wirral
The leucistic bird (see eg Ribble Estuary Nature postings).   
DK38349 Adult 25/08/2015 Ynyslas NNR, Cardiganshire, Wales
CR Seen 07/09/2016 Ainsdale beach

In addition, there were six 2016-ringed birds from Lady’s Island Lake, Wexford - the origin of the 
above Cardiganshire passage bird? 

COMMON TERN   
U21 Nestling 27/06/2017 Watermead Park, Leicester
yellow Seen 05/08/2017 Seaforth NR
UO5 & UO7 Nestlings 27/06/2017 Watermead Park, Leicester
yellow Seen 14/08/2017 Seaforth NR
UO4 Nestling 27/06/2017 Watermead Park, Leicester
yellow Seen 16/08/2017 Seaforth NR
U05 & 07 ringed on same raft, so likely siblings, but 04 & 21 from different raft(s). 
UO8 Nestling 2014 Watermead Park, Leicester
green Seen 07/09/2016 Ainsdale beach

These 5 birds from Leicester confirm the long-established pattern of birds moving to Liverpool Bay 
from the Midlands post-breeding.   
2.12 Nestling 10/07/2012 Saltholme, Cleveland
black Seen 30/08/2015 Formby Point
 Seen 13/06/2016 Seal Sands, Cleveland
 Seen 05/08/2017 Seaforth NR
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ST10842 Adult 27/07/2012 Seal Sands, Teesmouth
 Seen 2017 Preston Dock
ST09576 Nestling 10/07/2013 Saltholme, Teesside
 Seen 2016 and 2017 Preston Dock
SR82457 Nestling 28/05/2017 Saltholme, Teesside
 Seen 2017 Preston Dock
ST10382/3.42 Nestling 07/07/2016 Saltholme, Teesside
 Seen 14/08/2016 Seaforth NR
Five typical cross-Pennine post-breeding movements.   
ST09525 Nestling 07/10/2012 Seal Sands, Teesmouth
 Seen May 2015-17 inclusive Preston Dock
CE99675 Nestling 29/06/2013 Royal Quays Marina, Tyne and Wear
 Seen Spring 2016 and 2017 Preston Dock
And two going the other way in spring?   
4H58786 Adult 29/03/2011 Mile 4 Saltworks, NAMIBIA
 Seen 2014-17 inclusive Preston Dock  8646km N 
SR49822 Nestling 15/06/2009 Stoke Lake, River Wey, Guildford, Surrey
 Seen 03/07/2016 Preston Dock
SR90276 Full grown 06/08/2010 Ythan Estuary, Aberdeenshire
 Seen 14/05/2017 Preston Dock
SV00447 Nestling 24/06/1999 Rockabill, Co Dublin, IRELAND
 Seen 25/06/2017 Preston Dock
SR92804 Nestling 07/02/2010 Rockabill, Co Dublin, IRELAND
 Seen 25/06/2017 Preston Dock
ST04574 Nestling 14/07/2011 
 Seen 2016 and 2017 Preston Dock
�R70437 Nestling 07/05/2012 Ynys Welltog, Menai Straits, Anglesey
 Seen 2016 and 2017 Preston Dock
Note the age of the first Rockabill bird.  Origins of other birds seen in the Preston Dock colony in 2016 
and/or 2017 were: Doffcocker Lodge, Bolton (1),  Banks Marsh, Ribble (5), Seaforth (5), Mere Sands 
Wood (1), Shotton, Flints (29), ringed on an earlier date at Preston Dock (2)

ARCTIC TERN   
�R57826 Nestling 26/06/1999 Banks Marsh, Ribble Estuary, Lancashire
 Seen 13/07/2016 Preston Dock
Ringed as Common Tern, but it was thought at the time that there were 1-2 pairs of Arctic Tern in the 
Ribble colony and this obviously confirms breeding.

BLACK-HEADED GULL   
EY66467 Nestling 19/06/2016 Little Downham (Cambridge)
 Seen 29/05/2017 Allen Pool, Leighton Moss 278 km NW 
E�54186 Adult 21/12/2010    Preston Dock
 Seen 13/04/2017 Pumpuri, Jurmala, LATVIA
EY99585 Nestling 26/06/2015 Seventy Acres Lake, Cheshunt, Essex
 Seen 19/2-5/3/17 Fairhaven Lake, Lancashire
6233933/J2C7 Nestling 18/06/2016 Hekkeholmen, Mosvatnet, Stavanger, Rogaland,
   NORWAY 58 57N 5 43E  
 Seen 02/05/2017 Brockholes NR, Preston

LITTLE GULL   
CE73323 2nd W 22/04/1978 Seaforth NR
 Dead 15/08/1987 Kholmogorskiy, Arkangelsk, 
   RUSSIAN FEDERATION 64°32′N 40°30′E
Better late than never - I think this is the most distant ringing recovery for a British-ringed Little 
Gull.

MEDITERRANEAN GULL   
ET05047 Nestling 22/05/2016 Melcina Fishpond (Moravia) Czech Republic 49 88N 18 50E
ZKR4 Seen 31/7-5/8/16 Heysham power station outfalls  1537km WNW
FS71953 Nestling 15/06/2009 Les Huttes D;Oye: 50°58’N 2°2’E (Pas-de-Calais) , FRANCE
R13E Seen 20/09/2009 Le Portel, Pas-de-Calais, FRANCE  50,42N 1,34E
 Seen 21/04/2010 Barbâtre, Polder de Sebastopol, Vendée, FRANCE  46,56N 2,09W s
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 Seen 27/04/2011 Barbâtre, Polder de Sebastopol, Vendée, FRANCE  46,56N 2,09W
 Seen 03/08/2011 Heysham power station outfalls  478km NW
 Seen 31/12/2014 Noyalo, étang, Pont Grandic, Noyalo, Morbihan, 
   FRANCE  47,37N 2,41W
 Seen 21-22/07/2013 Heysham power station outfalls  478km NW
 Seen 05/07/2015 Heysham power station outfalls  478km NW
 Seen 23/07/2016 Heysham power station outfalls  478km NW
As an adult: nesting in Vendee, moulting at Heysham and wintering in Morbihan?
CZP.EX78711 Nestling 03/06/2003 Chomoutov, Olomouc, CZECH REPUBLIC
 Seen every “winter” period to at least Aug 2017, usually feeding along the north 
   harbour wall, Heysham  1452km WNW 
PLY1 Ad female 16/05/2011 Rybical, Warminsko-Mazurskie, POLAND  53 55N  21 31E
 Seen 08/07/2016 Brockholes NR, Preston   1575km WNW
E�27824/2�A6  1st W 25/11/2011 Sandycove, Co Dublin, IRELAND
 Seen 18/1-16/3/12 Sandycove/Booterstown, Co Dublin, IRELAND
 Seen 7/8/12-10/4/13 Sandycove/Booterstown, Co Dublin, IRELAND
 Seen 13/7/13-11/3/14 Sandycove/Booterstown, Co Dublin, IRELAND
 Seen 26/7/14-2/2/15 Sandycove/Booterstown, Co Dublin, IRELAND
 Seen 13/7/15-28/2/16 Sandycove/Booterstown, Co Dublin, IRELAND
 Seen 20/7/16-27/2/17 Sandycove/Booterstown, Co Dublin, IRELAND
 Seen 15/03/2017 Brockholes NR, Preston
5409009   AKUR  Nestling 16/6-13/7/12 Pionierinsel Lühe, Steinkirchen, Stade, Niedersachsen GERMANY
 Seen 17/7-17/8/13 Heysham PS outfalls
 Seen 08/09/2013 Conder Green
 Seen 16/08/2016 Heysham PS outfalls
36656 / 3VAH adult 13/05/2016 Harchies, Hainaut, BELGIUM
 Seen 23/07/2016 Cocker’s Dyke, Lancashire
PTE4 adult 19/05/2016 Jez Ryn, Rybical, Warminsko-Mazurskie, POLAND
 Seen 19/09/2016 Skippool Creek, Wyre Estuary, Lancashire
FS93984 /RE3T  Nestling 25/06/2015 Lanchères,Maison de l’Oiseau, Somme, FRANCE  50,12N 1,33E
 Seen 26/12/2015 Penzé, Taulé, Finistère, FRANCE  48,36N 3,56W
 Seen 18/09/2016 Seaforth NR
EL51799  Nestling  08/06/2006 Belmont Reservoir, Lancs
 Seen 12/11/06-
  29/3/07 Ponta Delgada, Sao Miguel: 37°43’N 25°40’W AZORES 2,508km   SW  
 Seen 30/11/2007 Ponta Delgada, Sao Miguel: 37°43’N 25°40’W AZORES 2,508km   SW  
 Seen 30/05/2012 Zwirownia Pilce, Ozary, Kamieniec Zabkowicki, 
   POLAND 1,351km   ESE   
 Seen 02/01/2016 Radipole Lake, Portland, DORSET   336km   S   

…….and the story goes on.  Presumably not travelling to the Azores for the winter as an adult?

COMMON GULL   
EZ05593/2A02 Adult 02/07/2015 Westhill, Aberdeenshire
 Seen 25/07/2015 Cabin Hill, Formby  404km S
 Seen 27/7-14/8/16 Cabin Hill, Formby
EL50512 Nestling 26/06/2004 Faslane, Gareloch, Argyll, Scotland
 Seen 10/09/2016 St Annes Beach, Lancashire 
EY13776 / 2X4H Nestling 14/06/2015 Coquet Island, Northhumberland
 Seen 26/02/2016 Preston Dock

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL   
GA37384 & SKV Nestling 14/07/2002 Orford Beach, Orfordness, Suffolk (TM3945)
 Seen 21/04/2006 Zeebrugge, West-Vlaanderen BELGIUM  51 20N 3.12E
 Seen 28/04/2006 Zeebrugge, West-Vlaanderen BELGIUM  51 20N 3.12E
 Seen 06/07/2006 Zeebrugge, West-Vlaanderen BELGIUM  51 20N 3.12E
 Seen 13/04/2007 Zeebrugge, West-Vlaanderen BELGIUM  51 20N 3.12E
 Seen 07/08/2008 Orfordness, Suffolk
 Seen 13/04-26/7/09 Orfordness, Suffolk
 Seen 17/4-1/5/10 Orfordness, Suffolk
 Seen 08/01/2011 Motril, Granada, SPAIN  36 45N 3 31W
 Seen 19/05/2012 Havergate Island, Orford, Suffolk (TM4147)
 Seen 19/05/2017 Stocks Reservoir
Perhaps as many questions as answers here, especially the breeding history as an adult.
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HERRING GULL   
GV31724 / Y:044 2nd W 26/10/2015 Harewood Whin, York, North Yorkshire
 Seen 29/11/2015 Seaforth NR
 Seen 17/12/2015 Knott End, Lancashire
 Seen 04/02/2016 Hedgerley, Buckinghamshire
GV15626  First-year  07/02/2015 Pitsea Landfill Site, Essex 
 Seen 23/01/2016 Southport Marine Lake, 335km   NW   
In addition the Aberdeen-ringed bird was seen again at Southport Marine Lake in Feb 2016, so defi-
nitely wintered there (see 2015 report)  

TAWNY OWL   
GF90468 Nestling F 12/06/2009 Arkholme
 At nest 25/04/2014 Arkholme
 At nest 09/05/2016 Arkholme 
KESTREL   
EZ22917  Nestling  04/06/2015 Deeply Vale, Lancs 
 Dead 16/08/2016 Irchester, Wellingborough, Northants 185km SE
EZ26088  Nestling  18/06/2016 Lousanna, Out Rawcliffe, Fylde
 Long dead  30/12/2016 Oakhill, Froxfield, Wiltshire   291km   SSE   
EN77611 Nestling F 08/06/1990 Great Altcar, Lancs
 Caught 29/10/1990 Bambrugge, Oost-Vlaanderen, BELGIUM  557km ESE
Bizarre late report of a bird caught as a ‘Sparrowhawk’.  Sometimes communication goes pear-
shaped!
E�63521 Nestling 19/06/2011 Robin’s Wood, Fleetwood, Lancashire
 Seen 01/10-19/10/2016 South Walney, Walney Island, Cumbria
Much simpler:  it flew across Morecambe Bay!   

RAVEN   
MA18685  Nestling  14/04/2013 Nessit Hill, Macclesfield Forest, Cheshire 
 Freshly dead  23/03/2016 near Slaidburn, Forest of Bowland   85km   NNW  

GOLDCREST   
JC�538  1st W M 04/10/2015 Greenstraight, Hallsands, Devon 
 Dead (cat) 30/03/2016 Burnley, 405km   NNE
JPV405 1st W M 09/10/2016 Leighton Moss
 Caught 21/12/2016 Ellerburn, North Yorkshire 137km E 
HYP786 1st W M 28/09/2016 Calf of Man Isle of Man
 Caught 09/10/2016 Leighton Moss 132 km E
JDN173 1st W F 08/10/2016 Middleton NR, nr Heysham
 Caught 12/12/2016 River Brent, Boston Manor, Greater London   330km SSE
6T1477 Ad F 04/10/2015 Oxmoor Wood, near Runcorn, Halton
 Caught 09/10/2016 Billinge Hill, St Helens   17km N   
HHJ969 1st W M 05/10/2016 The Headland, Hartlepool, Hartlepool
 Caught 14/10/2016 Billinge Hill, St Helens   165km SW  
HDB361 1st W M 04/09/2016 South Walney, Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria
 Caught 15/09/2016 Billinge Hill, St Helens   68km SSE   
H�N392 1st W F 14/10/2016 Isle Of May, Fife
 Caught 03/11/2016 Billinge Hill, St Helens   299km S   
JDH982 1st W M 09/10/2015 Billinge Hill, St Helens
 Caught 20/10/2016 Oxwich Marsh, Swansea   237km SSW   
KAD115 1st W M 30/10/2016 Billinge Hill, St Helens
 Caught 07/11/2016 Woolston Eyes, Warrington, Warrington   18km SE   
JDH819 Ad M 01/10/2015 Billinge Hill, St Helens
 Caught 29/10/2016 Hilbre Island, Cheshire   38km WSW   
Another nice selection showing the rather leisurely mainly southerly autumn migration, including 
at least two presumably from Scandinavia or further east caught at the Isle of May and Hartlepool 
headland.

SWALLOW   
Z759034 Nestling 16/08/2015 Preesall Moss, North Fylde 
 Caught 24/08/2016 Middleton Nature Reserve (roost)   14km NNE 
Plus another ringed as a Preesall nestling on 10/7/16 caught at Middleton roost on 1/8/16.
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Y765851 Juvenile 26/08/2012 Gressingham, Lune Valley (roost) 
 Caught 01/04/2016 Penkridge Sewage Works, Staffs 159km SSE 
S094999 Juvenile 19/08/2016 Jameson Road Landfill, Fleetwood
 Caught 06/09/2016 Knepp Castle Estate, West Sussex
S207551 Nestling 14/06/2016 Kirkby Overblow, Harrogate, North Yorkshire
 Caught 22/07/2016 Jameson Road Landfill, Lancashire
D621154 Nestling 14/08/2013 East Cowton, North Yorks
 Caught 12/06/2016 Thornton, Sefton  142km SW 
Just those ringed as nestlings and the four longest movements  documented.

SAND MARTIN   
D996385 Ad F 16/06/2014 Nether Burrow, Lune Valley 
 Caught 15/07/2014 Whittington, Lune valley
 Caught 21/05/2015 Whittington, Lune valley
 Caught 05/06/2016 Whittington, Lune valley
 Caught 09/08/2016 Tour aux Moutons (Loire-Atlantique) 
   FRANCE  47°19N 2 4E 762 km S°19N 2 4E 762 km S19N 2 4E 762 km S                        
7185059 1st W 08/08/2014 Hiers-Brouage Charente Maritime: 
   45°51’N 1°4’W (Charente-Maritime), FRANCE
 Caught 05/06/2016 R Lune, Whittington    932km N 
7226178 1st W 24/08/2013 Etang de la Horre Lentilles Aube France: 48°29’N 4°39’E (Aube)
   FRANCE
 Caught 10/6 & 30/6/15 R Lune, Whittington 808km NW 
 Caught 22/06/2016 R Lune, Whittington 
Z107474 1st W 24/08/2014 Gressingham, Lune valley  (roost)
 Caught 14/06/2016 Kelvingrove Park (Glasgow)   219km NNW 
Z755709 Juvenile 22/06/2016 R Lune, Whittington 
 Caught 21/07/2016 Roseliere 45 31N 0 43W FRANCE 972km S 
Z755722 Juvenile 22/06/2016 Whittington, Lune valley
 Caught 12/07/2016 Wintersett Reservoir (W Yorkshire) 99km SE 
Note a few examples of early departure in late summer, also the only roost capture was typically 
from further north.

BLUE TIT   
Z299169 1st W 27/09/2014 Howick Hall Northumberland
 caught 21/08/2016 Mellor, Blackburn  196 SSW
The longest tit movement reported during the period under review by about 160km!

CETTI’S WARBLER   
Z296371 Full grown 11/04/2014 Leighton Moss
 Caught 17/04/2015 Woolston Eyes, Cheshire    89km S 
 Caught 8/4-7/10/16 Woolston Eyes Cheshire
Update from 2015 report.  Caught four times at W.E. in 2016. 

CHIFFCHAFF   
HLA276 Juvenile 14/07/2016 Heysham NR
 Caught 08/12/2016 Quinta da Atalaia (Setubal) PORTUGAL 43 8N 8 55W 1760kmSSW 
HPH224  First-year  18/08/2015 Cissbury Ring, Worthing, West Sussex 
 Caught 20/04/2016 Barnacre Reservoir  374km   NNW  
JB�573 1st W 29/08/2015 Billinge Hill, St Helens
 Caught 08/05/2016 Lista Fyr, Farsund, Vest-Agder, NORWAY   773km NE 
JVC598 1st W 11/09/2016 Billinge Hill, St Helens
 Caught 17/09/2016 Woolston Eyes, CHESHIRE   18km SE
HYA309 1st W 04/10/2016 Hightown, Sefton
 Caught 01/12/2016 South Milton Ley, Devon   366km S
HKL749 Adult 27/09/2014 Castlemorton Common, Worcestershire
 Caught 25/03/2016 Brook Vale LNR, Sefton  164km NNW
HKK486 1st W 10/09/2016 Brook Vale LNR, Sefton  
 Caught 30/09/2016 Portland Bill, Dorset
3A3615 Full grown 31/10/2016 Dunes de Mont St Frieux, Dannes, Pas-de-Calais, FRANCE
 Caught 10/12/2016 Brook Vale LNR, Sefton   448km NW   
Great selection - wonder where the last one actually originally came from - clearly wintering in 
Merseyside.
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WILLOW WARBLER   
JBP142 1st W 31/07/2016 Leighton Moss
 Caught 17/08/2016 Saint-Froult (Charente-Maritime) 
   FRANCE 45 53N 1 04W 927 Km S                                                           
HLA262 Juvenile 06/07/2016 Heysham NR
 Caught 09/08/2016 Longis Reserve, Alderney Island, CHANNEL ISLANDS 483km S 
EBY374 Adult 01/08/2015 Blairgorm, Nethy Bridge, Highland
 Caught 16/08/2016 Leighton Moss   347 km S 
JTA193 1st W 06/08/2016 Billinge Hill, St Helens
 Caught 14/08/2016 Durlston Country Park, Dorset   329km S   

BLACKCAP   
Z961181 1st W F 25/08/2016 Middleton Nature Reserve 
 Caught 18/09/2016 Grouville Marsh, JERSEY, Channel Islands  49 10N 2 1W   541km S
Z413385 1st W M 15/10/2016 Brook Vale LNR, Sefton
 Caught 29/10/2016 Southampton Common  304km SSE
D677369 1st W M 11/09/2014 Ty Isaf Farm, Bedwas, Caerphilly
 Caught 11/09/15 & 7/5/16 Freshfield Dune Heath, Formby   219km N
8062835 1st W F 02/10/2016 Dunes du Fort Vert, Marck, Pas-de-Calais, FRANCE
 Caught 06/10/2016 Ince Blundell, Merseyside
Reverse migration or the ‘usual’ direction to a wintering location in Great Britain?  If the latter, 
earlier than usual.
Z499620 Juv M 25/07/2016 Brockholes Nature Reserve
 Caught 20/09/2016 Freshfield Dune Heath, Formby  36km SW
Z499636 Juv M 27/07/2016 Brockholes
 Caught 07/09/2016 Woolston Eyes, Cheshire   44km S

WHITETHROAT   
Z836281 Adult 28/06 & 14/7/16 Heysham NR 
 Fresh dead 16/08/2016 St Helens  66km S 

LESSER WHITETHROAT   
Z836087 Juvenile 23/06/2016 Middleton NR, nr Heysham 
 Caught 16/08/2016 Fleetwood  15km SSW 
Odd one as no obvious ‘corridor’ to Fleetwood,  but surely not a mini-night migration?

SEDGE WARBLER   
Z961142 First year 23/08-25/8/16 Middleton NR, nr Heysham 
 Caught 01/09/2016 Squire’s Down, Dorset 341km S 
7516832 Juvenile 01/08/2015 Trunvel, Finistere, FRANCE
 Caught 03/06/2016 Brockholes NR, Preston  665km N
Z413095  Adult  29/05/2016 Brook Vale, Liverpool
 Caught 30/07/2016 la Claire Mere, L Eree, GUERNSEY, Channel Islands   447km   S   

REED WARBLER   
7423792 Juvenile 03/09/2015 Marais Morsan Ouest, Landes, FRANCE
 sexed F 05/08/2016 Brockholes  NR LWT  1112km N
Z499671 Juvenile 05/08/2016 Brockholes
 caught 03/09/2016 Blackburn Meadows, South Yorkshire  92km SSE
Z836068 Adult 29/05/2016 Middleton NR, nr Heysham 
 Caught 19/06/2016 Rostherne Mere, Cheshire   81km SSE 

It looks like this may have been a Rostherne breeding bird overshooting on spring passage.  The 
migration is very protracted with many arrivals still in late May.
A409233  1st W 19/08/2015 Paul de Coura: 41°52’N 8°49’W (Viana do Castelo) PORTUGAL
 Caught 09/06/2016 Marton Mere, Blackpool   1,395km   NNE   
D844869 Ad F 24/07/2014 Rimrose Valley Marsh, Sefton
 Caught 16/08/2015 Noyant, Soulaire-et-Bourg, Maine-et-Loire, FRANCE 682km SSE
AE10026 Adult 15/05/2016 Alderney, CHANNEL ISLANDS
 Caught 02/06/2016 Martin Mere WWT 437km N
D998806 Juv M 17/07/2014 Leighton Moss
 Caught 04/06/2017 Cors Ddyga (Anglesey) 146 km SW 
PA0895 1st W 10/09/2014 Verdicio, Gozon (Asturias) SPAIN  43 36N 5 45W
 Caught 13/07/2016 Leighton Moss 1194 km N 
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Z961687 Juvenile 27/07/2016 Leighton Moss
 Caught 10/09/2016 Les Barthes-de-Quarter-Bas  FRANCE 43°27’N 1°28’W  1195km S
Z961968 Ad F 13/07/2016 Leighton Moss
 Caught 15/09/2016 Les Barthes-de-Quarter-Bas  FRANCE 43°27’N 1°28’W  1195km S
S094135 Juvenile 27/07/2016 Marton Mere, Lancashire
 Caught 31/08/2016 Belvide Reservoir, Staffordshire
In addition there were seven birds caught at the usual south coast sites on autumn passage eg over 
50 from Leighton Moss have been found in east Sussex over the years, mainly Icklesham.

WAXWING   
NW82776/BRL 1st W male 12/11/2016 Balleter, Deeside, Aberdeenshire
 Seen 12/12/2016 Balleter, Deeside, Aberdeenshire
 Seen 01/01/2017 Lancaster (White Cross)

RING OUZEL   
LH34436 breeding F 28/05/2015 Glen Clunie, NO154867, Scotland
 breeding F two broods 2016 Glen Clunie, NO154867, Scotland
 passage F 25/03/2017 Marshside
All the details nicely captured in a pic at Marshside

FIELDFARE   
LC41345 Adult 06/01/2016 Pitsford Res, Northampton, Northants
 Caught 22/10/2016 Clowbridge, Rossendale 185km NNW
LC51848  1st W 31/10/2015 Barnacre Reservoir 
 Caught 31/10/2016 Pen-Y-Groeslon, Bryncroes, Gwynedd   176km   SW   

SONG THRUSH   
RL87302 1st W 12/10/2015 Billinge Hill, St Helens
 Hunted 07/01/2016 Cuba, Alentejo, Beja, PORTUGAL   1749 km SSW  
A migrant of north European or further east origin.

REDWING   
RL57227 1st W 15/10/2016 Brook Vale LNR, Sefton
 Hunted 07/11/2016 Sallebert, Landes, FRANCE 1050km S
RZ37816 1st W 16/10/2016 Billinge Hill, St Helens
 Dead 20/10/2016 Barakaldo, Vizcaya, SPAIN   1136km S  
RZ37675 1st W 12/10/2016 Billinge Hill, St Helens
 Caught 02/11/2016 Jerbourg, GUERNSEY, Channel Islands   454km S    
ROBIN   
Z708398 First year 27/08-4/9/16 Heysham NR
 Fresh dead 11/09/2016 Hoyland, S Yorks 113km ESE 
Probably a migrant which stayed off passage a few days before moving on rather than a local 
Heysham bird.

PIED FLYCATCHER 
D752304 Nestling 11/06/2014 Whittington, Lune Valley
 Nesting 2016 Winder Wood, Roeburndale, Wray 13km S 
D997056 Nestling 01/06/2014 Moor Piece, nr Clitheroe 
 Nesting 2016 Winder Wood, Roeburndale, Wray 23km NNW 13km S
L770466 Nestling 11/06/2015 Belt Wood,Claughton, Lune valley
 Nesting 2016 Colleyholme Wood nr Slaidburn 17km ESE
Y333322 Nestling 20/06/2014 Pott Yeats, Littledale, Caton
 Nesting 2016 Moor Piece, nr Clitheroe 24km SE
Y471888 Nestling 21/06/2016 Botton Mill, Hindburndale Wray
 Nesting 2016 Cragg Wood, Newton-in-Bowland 18km SSE 
Y494547 Nestling 12/06/2012 Baringham Durham: 54°29’N 1°54’W (NZ0610) (Durham) 
 Nesting 2013-2016 inclusive Hills Kirk Wood, Roeburndale, Wray  64km SW 
Y967416 Nestling 15/06/2013 Outhwaite Wood, Roeburndale, Wray
 Nesting 2016 Whittington, Lune Valley  11km NE
Z298337 Nestling 10/06/2015 Moor Piece, nr Clitheroe 
 Nesting 2016 Botton Mill, Hindburndale Wray  21km NNW
Plus several pages worth of movements of less than 10km between origin and subsequent nesting, 
especially between Hindburndale and Roeburndale.  
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WHEATEAR   
T�59738 Nestling F 23/06/2015 Eshaness, Shetland NW mainland  60 29N 1 33W
 Caught 24/04/2017 Seaforth NR 789km S

GREY WAGTAIL   
Z132544 1st W 09/09/2014 Middleton NR, nr Heysham 
 Read 28/08/2016 Carsington Water, Derbyshire 135km SE 
Z836568      1st W 02/10/2016 Middleton Nature Reserve
 Read in field 04/12/2016 Eagland Hill, North Fylde 13 km, S
In contrast, one of the ‘passage’ birds ringed at Middleton in 2016 wintered on site.

PIED/WHITE WAGTAIL   
D657954 1st W 22/09/2014 Gressingham, Lune Valley (roost)
 Dead 08/02/2016 Crediton, Devon 376km S 

MEADOW PIPIT   
S040268 1st W 24/08/2016 New Laithe Farm, Newton-in-Bowland
 Caught 30/10/2016 Sidbury Hill North, Tidworth, Wiltshire   303km S 
S419240 1st W 08/10/2016 South Walney, Cumbria
 Caught 19/10/2016 Brockholes NR, Preston  48km SE

SCANDINAVIAN ROCK PIPIT   
C�75242  Nestling  20/06/2016 Nidingen: 57°16’N 11°54’E (Halland) SWEDEN 
 Dead (cat) 17/10/2016 Hest Bank, Morecambe   988km   WSW  
Details of the wintering Norwegian bird near Pilling Lane Ends in early 2016 are in the 2015 report.

GREENFINCH   
TV93912 1st W M 10/10/2015 Bradfield Moor, South Yorkshire
 Caught 12/03/2016 Crawford, near Upholland   75km W   
TV46374 1st W F 17/12/2016 Heysham NR
 Caught 25/04/2017 Fenwick, Northumberland 192 km NNE
TV61155 1st W M 04/04/2016 Heysham NR
 Fresh dead 29/07/2016 Whitworth, Rochdale  64km SE 
Odd.  Wonder where this bird attempted to breed if at all?
TS36118 Juv M 30/08/2015 Mellor, Blackburn
 caught  14/02/2016 Upper Nobut, Staffordshire  103km SSE

CHAFFINCH   
B�26733  Ad F 26/10/2015 Agger Tange, Thyboron: 56°43’N 8°13’E (Viborg) DENMARK 
 Caught 13/11/2016 Martin Mere, near Burscough Bridge   786km   WSW  
V023688  1st W F 25/03/2016 Peebles, Scottish Borders 
 Caught 13/10/2016 Challan Hall, Silverdale  167km   S 
D954921 Female 09/11/2014 Kings Moss, St Helens
 Fresh dead 02/05/2016 Amotherby, North Yorks   144km ENE
Two typical sources of a certain proportion of the north British population which migrate to winter 
in south Lancashire.

BRAMBLING 
Z950776 Ad M 31/10/2015 Clowbridge, Rossendale, East Lancs
 Caught x 2 14/9-15/9/16 Dividalen FS, Malselv, Troms, NORWAY  2026km NE

LINNET   
Z722984 Nestling 14/06/2016 Scousburgh, Mainland, SHETLAND ISLES
 Caught 24/10/2016 Wrampool, North Fylde
Arguably the most unexpected recovery in this report - not a common breeding bird on Shetland.

TWITE   
S411867 1st W M 15/02/2017 Connahs Quay, Flintshire
 Seen 08/04/2017 Cockersand 83 km N 
The Connah’s Quay flock includes birds of Welsh breeding origin, but that appears not to be the case 
here (Scottish or Pennine?)
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LESSER REDPOLL   
I’ve had to be really selective here by not including many 100-150km movements to and from the 
Midlands.
Z457549 1st W M 01/11/2016 Sandwich Bay (Kent)
 Caught 17/04/2017 Rishton, nr Blackburn 377 km NW 
Z950583 Ad M 03/10/2015 Clowbridge, Rossendale, East Lancs
 Caught 26/10/2016 Icklesham, East Sussex, 375km SSE
S527688 1st W 20/09/2016 Clowbridge, Rossendale, East Lancs
 Caught 23/10/2016 Thorpeness, Suffolk  313km SSE
Z8366204 1st W F 06/05/2016 Heysham NR
 Caught 11/03/2017 Brandon, Norfolk 295 km SE 
Z441790 1st W F 22/09/2016 Carluke, S. Lanarkshire
 Caught 22/01/2017 Rishton, nr Blackburn 237km SSE 
D821720 1st W 26/09/2015 Kilnsea, East Yorkshire
 Caught 22/04/2016 Fleetwood 
Z860465 1st W M 17/04/2016 Fleetwood
 Caught 23/04/2016 Calf of Man, Isle of Man
Z623319 1st W 28/04/2016 West Tofts, Norfolk
 Caught 06/05/2016 Fleetwood, Lancashire
Z571473 Ad M 30/04/2016 Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire
 Caught 06/05/2016 Fleetwood
D717537 Ad M 03/04/2014 Llanfyllin, Powys
 Caught 13/5-20/7/15 Crawford, near Upholland    89km NNE  
 Caught 18/03/2016 Crawford, near Upholland     
Z854373 1st W M 23/09/2015 Billinge Hill, St Helens
 Caught 04/05/2016 Buttercombe Barton, West Down, Devon   277km SSW   
Z647399 1st W F 19/10/2015 Woodbridge Sewage Treatment Works, Suffolk
 Caught 06/10/2016 Billinge Hill, St Helens   313km WNW   

GOLDFINCH   
Z707030 1st W F 16/01/2016 Rishton, nr Blackburn 
 Caught 09/04/2016 Machrihanish, Argyll and Bute  284km NW 
 Caught 27/11/2016 Rishton, nr Blackburn 
Z709533 1st W F 08/04/2016 New Laithe Farm, Newton-in-Bowland
 Caught 21/04/2016 Nigg Oil Terminal, Highland   430km NNW 
Z709607 1st W F 16/04/2016 New Laithe Farm, Newton-in-Bowland
 Caught 23/11/2016 Wolverton, Warwickshire   194km SSE 
S419551 1st W F 20/11/2016 South Walney, Cumbria
 Caught 12/12/2016 New Laithe Farm, Newton-in-Bowland  50km ESE
In addition, there were six movements between Lancashire sites (winter/passage) and Leswalt, 
Dumfries and Galloway (breeding season)

SISKIN   
Z707774 1st W F 03/03/2017 Rishton, nr Blackburn
 Caught 05/05/2017 Shebster, Highland 540kmN 
S042794 Ad M 19/10/2016 Leighton Moss
 Caught 3/4-13/5/17 Shebster, Highland 491 km N 
Z707231 Ad F 12/04/2016 Rishton, nr Blackburn
 Dead (cat) 05/04/2017 Avoch, Highland 439 km NNW 
Z435091 1st W M 02/09/2015 Clowbridge, Rossendale, East Lancs
 Caught 28/02/2017 Chilworth, Surrey  305km SSE
Z435227 1st W M 05/09/2015 Clowbridge, Rossendale, East Lancs
 Caught x 3 6/5-20/5/16 Kildary, Highland  459km NNW
 Caught 17/03/2017 Kildary, Highland  459km NNW
Y284925 Juvenile 05/08/2016 Cnoc, Argyll and Bute
 Caught 01/10/2016 Clowbridge, Rossendale, East Lancs  314km SSE
Z435131 Juvenile 02/09/2015 Clowbridge, Rossendale, East Lancs
 Caught 07/07/2016 Cnoc, Argyll and Bute 314km NNW
S051386 1st W M 29/03/2016 Fort Augustus, Highland
 Caught 22/01/2017 New Laithe Farm, Newton-in-Bowland 383km SSE 
Z709336 1st W M 13/03/2016 New Laithe Farm, Newton-in-Bowland
 Caught 24/04/2017 Tain, Highland 441 km NNW 
S374141 1st W F 11/02/2017 New Laithe Farm, Newton-in-Bowland
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 Dead 13/04/2017 Dunlichity, Highland   396km 
S050388 Juvenile M 14/07/2016 Lake Vyrnwy, Powys
 Caught 12/03/2017 New Laithe Farm, Newton-in-Bowland 148 Km NNE 
D617777 1st W M 30/04/2016 Colwell Honiton, Devon
 Caught 12/04/2017 New Laithe Farm, Newton-in-Bowland 355km N
S374240 1st W M 12/03/2017 New Laithe Farm, Newton-in-Bowland
 Caught 24/04/2017 Drummond, Highland 407 km  NNW 
Z298763 Juvenile F 04/09/2015 New Laithe Farm, Newton-in-Bowland
 Caught 19&20/05/16 Berriedale, Highland 475 km N   
Z301761 Ad F 28/02/2016 Clayton Brook, Merseyside
 Caught 28/04/2016 Kildary, Highland
Z301694 Ad F 14/02/2016 Clayton Brook, Merseyside
 Dead 23/05/2016 Redmire, N. Yorkshire  83km NE

REED BUNTING   
Z708848 Ad M 17/06/2016 Leighton Moss
 Caught 03/12/2016 Whilletts, West Sussex  389km SSE 
Unusual for an adult male to make such a lengthy journey.

GREYLAG GEESE WITH NECK COLLARS
Pete Marsh

Canada Geese have been present as feral breeding birds since the 1600s and there is historical docu-
mentation from Lancashire of a moult migration to the Beauly Firth (first identified in the 1960s) and 
more recently to Llangorse Lake, Powys. More recently feral Greylag and Barnacle Geese have also 
exhibited migratory patterns, either related to extensive areas of open water to moult communally 
or separate breeding and communal wintering areas. For example, the July 2017 edition of Ringing 
and Migration contains a short note on the Derwentwater breeding population of Barnacle Geese 
wintering on and around the Dyfi Estuary (but seemingly by-passing the whole of Lancashire) and 
more recent news (Kane Brides pers. comm.) that several hundreds of mainly goslings ringed at 
Highland Wildlife Park in Kingussie have already included birds seen in SW Cumbria. So beware of 
labelling our migrant Barnacle Geese as “presumed Svalbard origin”! 
 Greylags have been neck-collared on their ‘mass moulting area’ on Lake Windermere. The 
scheme organiser, Kane Brides was asked for an update with respect to Lancashire sightings and 
how these related to the general pattern of movement and here is the response: 
 “One of the aspects of this study aimed to gain a better understanding of where Greylag Geese 
moulting on Windermere are originating from outside of the moulting period. From sightings 
of collar and ring sightings we now have a good idea of where these birds are coming from. Re-
sightings have identified that the majority are carrying out ‘moult migrations’ from three different 
areas – Lancashire (100 birds), North Yorkshire (90) and from within Cumbria (85) to moult on Wind-
ermere. However, sightings have been reported from other areas of the UK and so far birds have 
been reported from 18 different counties. 
  “We’re keen to receive sightings throughout the year, not only are they providing us with 
knowledge on the whereabouts of these birds, but are also providing a fascinating insight in to just 
how mobile these birds are. The next aspect will be to look at the timing of arrival and departure at 
Windermere for moulting, so any sightings (even daily sightings) of birds at locations away from 
Windermere especially during May to August would be gratefully received.”
 Sightings can be sent to me at Kane.Brides@wwt.org.uk
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A SATELLITE-TRACKED CUCKOO FROM 
BOWLAND.

Mark Breaks.
‘Larry’, a male cuckoo ringed in the Forest 
of Bowland on 3 June 2015 above Stocks 
Reservoir was fitted with a satellite tag 
and has been followed ever since, making 
two successful trips to Africa and back 
and has started his third trip.
 Autumn 2015. After spending just 
13% of his year in Lancashire Larry left in 
late June through eastern Europe heading 
via Germany then Hungary to his first 
favourite stopover spot in Croatia, before 
relocating across to Italy where he spent 
19 days refuelling for an epic 3000km 
migration south over the Mediterranean 
and Sahara Desert to a forest in southern 
Chad near Manda National Park, where 
the weather is warm, wet and humid at 
this time of year. Larry stayed here for two 
months making this location important as 
he spends 18% of the year here, which is 
the second longest time in one spot.
 Winter 2015/16.  From early 
October, Larry continued further south, crossing the equator and moving through the Central African 
Republic to the forestland of the Republic of the Congo and Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
before reaching his mid-winter and most southerly destination in northern Angola. In Angola Larry 
hung out in the savannah and scrub for 20% of his year through November and December, before 
moving back in late winter north to the forestland of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and 
Cameroon, staying until early March. 
 Spring 2016. Larry left Cameroon with a short hop to Nigeria before migrating 3500km north 
over the Sahara and into Europe, where he touched down in Sardinia on 18 April. Four days later 
he was in France where he stayed for two weeks before entering England, stopping on the north 
Norfolk coast in the Holkham NNR for a single day before returning to Bowland on 4 May.
 Autumn to winter 2016. Leaving England on 24 June Larry moved through Austria and 
Hungary, returning to the same locations in Croatia and Italy as last year, from where he headed 
straight to Chad again as in 2015. As last year he headed south to Angola for November and December 
before heading back north to the Republic of the Congo and into Cameroon in early March.
 Spring 2017. Larry left Cameroon in early March and headed over 2500km west, stopping off 
in Nigeria, Ghana, Ivory Coast before reaching Guinea. From there he migrated 3200km north over 
the Sahara and into Europe at Spain on 20 April. After two week, he flew to England, stopping in the 
East Devon AONB for two days before returning to Bowland on 4 May.
 Autumn 2017. Larry left England on 20 June, stopping in France before heading straight to 
Croatia on the 22nd, a good nine days earlier than last year, before relocating to Italy once again on 
18 Jul. But unseasonal hot weather saw him retreat 1200km north to southern Poland. A week later 
he headed south through eastern Croatia and Montenegro before crossing the Mediterranean into 
Egypt, from where he will hopefully make his way to Chad. His continuing story can be followed on 
the BTO website.
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A FIRST FOR LANCASHIRE . . . . . . . .
SECOND-CALENDAR-YEAR PALLID HARRIER
Brockholes Nature Reserve, 7th May 2016.

W.C. Aspin
After an unrewarding morning searching my local patch for any migrants new-in overnight, I retired 
to the reserve restaurant for a coffee at 10:15. I have a favoured table, which although indoors allows 
me a view looking south-west down the length of Meadow Lake and is close enough to a door for a 
rapid exit if something of interest appears.
 At around 10:40, having just finished my coffee, I noticed with the naked eye a group of five 
birds above tree height, c.450m away, just beyond the south-west end of Meadow Lake. Raising my 
binoculars, I immediately saw the group comprised four corvids and a harrier, and that the structure 
of the harrier appeared not to be that of a Marsh Harrier, obviously the most regularly encountered 
species at Brockholes with close to fifty records since 1998.
 I leapt into action, grabbing my scope and tripod, exited the restaurant and quickly got onto 
the bird, a ringtail, which immediately turned, descended in height losing the corvids, and started 
heading towards Meadow Lake itself.
 Now almost face-on, even at this range, through the scope I could easily discern an obvious pale 
collar. The collar alone was enough for Pallid alarm bells to ring and, given the apparent flight line 
roughly in my direction, I instinctively abandoned further study through the optics to concentrate 
all effort on photographing the bird.
 I hurried back indoors, grabbed my dSLR off the table, dashed back outside, quickly raised bins 
to see it thankfully still on the same heading, by now about a quarter of the length down the roadside 
edge of Meadow Lake, and for the remaining period of observation I blasted it with the 7D mkii from 
the end of the Visitor Village, until the bird reached an angle of c.90° to my right where it was lost to 
view behind wooden slats of the building’s structure shortly after it had flown through a small copse 
on the edge of the lake. I burst back into the quite bustling restaurant and across to the first window 
I could get to, only a matter of a several second dash, fully expecting to see it again, but it did not 
appear. And that was the last I saw of it! The whole encounter lasted no more than two minutes. 
 Unable to hold the camera steady due to the tsunami of adrenaline that had consumed me, I 
tried to remain composed in front of several diners as I reviewed a couple of pics. The combination 
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of a striking face pattern, pale collar, dark boa, pale orange unstreaked underparts and four visible 
primaries were all features shown by second-calendar-year Pallid, and enough to complete my tran-
sition into a barely able to breathe, shaking wreck! I then set off on a five minute yomp towards No1 
Pit/Boilton Marsh in a frantic attempt to relocate it, reserve general manager Donalda Williams and 
Lindsay Griffiths both following in my wake, curious to know what my ranting was all about as I 
rapidly exited the Visitor Village. 
 Upon arrival, I was surprised to see fellow east Lancs birder Mark Fanshawe already in that area 
which only lies the other side of a narrow tree belt from Meadow Lake. I yelled at him “Did you see 
the harrier?”, mentioning it looked good for Pallid!! But agonisingly for Mark, he hadn’t, though he 
did see the four corvids as they continued on their way after the harrier had shaken them off. It must 
have passed behind him c.30m away, presumably continuing low, below tree-top height, up the 
reserve access road on its north-east heading.
 Pallid Harrier is certainly a species on the march in terms of westward expansion from the closest 
regular breeding ranges in Russia and the Ukraine, with 2017 seeing the first confirmed breeding for 
western Europe, in the Netherlands, and several records in Britain per annum becoming the recent 
norm. That said, nobody could have predicted the second county record, the magnificent male on 
territory in Bowland during spring 2017, to have followed so soon after the first. It seems birders in 
Lancs can realistically anticipate more records in the coming years…

. . . . . . . . AND TWO FIRSTS FOR BRITAIN
CACKLING GOOSE, 1976
Andy Stoddart (reproduced from British Birds 2016, 109: 677-684)

On 14th November 1976, a very small ‘Canada Goose’ was discovered among Pink-footed Geese 
at Plex Moss, Lancashire by John and Pamela Hall. It remained in the Plex Moss and Formby Moss 
area until 28th November and was seen by a number of other observers including Ted Abraham, 
Michael Ainscough, James Clift, Maurice Jones, Harry Shorrock, Phil Smith and Phil Thompson. MJ 
took some notes on the bird at Plex Moss on 28th November and also photographed it. A further 
photograph was taken by JC during the bird’s stay.
 MJ’s notes describe the bird as being smaller than the accompanying Pink-footed Geese with 
fairly pale brown flanks and a relatively short bill, while the photographs also show a relatively 
short neck and an apparently pale breast. It was compared with the Canada Geese in the Wildfowl 
& Wetlands Trust collection at Martin Mere and found to be a good match for what was then termed 
‘Richardson’s Canada Goose’ B. c. hutchinsii.
BBRC assessment
This bird was accepted unanimously as a Cackling Goose by BBRC, with a strong view from a 
minority of members that it was identifiable as nominate hutchinsii. The Chairman’s covering note 
to BOURC summarised the Committee’s view thus: ‘The size, being smaller than Pink-footed Goose, 
indicates that this must have been a Cackling Goose… The location, time of year and carrier species 
are all suitable for a vagrant Cackling Goose, which has presumably abmigrated with Pinkfeet from 
Greenland. Caution may need to be exercised about underpart coloration… so while probably a 
Richardson’s, this is probably not well enough documented for the first.’ 
BOURC assessment
With no existing documentation, (an earlier) 1958 Argyll bird was considered by BOURC not to be 
acceptable as a ‘first’. However, the submission of the 1976 Lancashire bird contained contemporary 
(albeit brief) notes and was accompanied by photographs which, although taken at some distance, 
nevertheless showed the key features of the bird, in particular its size. It was therefore considered 
sufficiently well documented for a first for Britain, while the suitable location and carrier species 
meant that the bird’s credentials as a wild bird were felt to outweigh the possibility of captive origin. 
It was accepted unanimously as the first Cackling Goose for Britain and added to Category A of 
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the British List. In terms of subspecies attribution, six members voted in favour of acceptance as 
nominate hutchinsii, while the other four felt that the evidence was insufficient to be certain. 

CASPIAN REED WARBLER, 2011
J. Martin Collinson (reproduced from CSI: Birding – DNA-based identification of Birds 2017. 
British Birds, 110: 8-26)

The ‘Caspian Reed Warbler’ Acrocephalus scirpaceus fuscus breeds in Central Asia, the Middle East, 
and discontinuously through southwest Asia. It looks extremely similar to nominate Reed Warbler 
and is distinguishable on mean biometric and plumage characteristics. However, the biometrics of 
many individual fuscus fall in the overlap zone with nominate birds and may not be safely iden-
tifiable in a vagrancy context. Two relatively early ‘genetic’ papers established that Caspian Reed 
Warbler was genetically distinguishable, however, and suggested that nominate scirpaceus, fuscus, 
‘African Reed Warbler’ A. s. baeticatus and ‘Mangrove Reed Warbler’ A. s. avicenniae are more or less 
equally differentiated from each other genetically – the degree of differentiation is about 1-2% in 
mitochondrial genes.
 A Reed Warbler found dead (at Jack Scout) near Jenny Brown’s Point, Lancashire, on 11th 
December 2011 by Betty and Dave Finnegan had biometrics that were a poor fit for nominate 
scirpaceus but nevertheless appeared to rule out any other species . . . the midwinter date raised 
the possibility that it had come from the east. Since the bird was dead, there was no restriction on 
removing feathers for analysis and Steve White, County Recorder for Lancashire, sent the sample to 
our laboratory.
 The following year, an interesting unstreaked Acrocephalus warbler at Kergord, in Shetland, 
occupied Paul Harvey, Roger Riddington and Rory Tallack for much of the day on 4th November 
2012. The bird was difficult to see, but didn’t quite fit any of the expected species. Eventually, when 
the bird was trapped, the plumage and biometrics suggested A. s. fuscus and fortunately it shed one 
or two feathers during handling, which were also sent to us for analysis. 
 Cytb of both birds was amplified and sequenced  . . . . and compared with that of Reed Warblers 
sequenced previously. At the time (the analyses were carried out in 2013), there was relatively little 
sequence data available for this taxon, and some of it was of potentially doubtful identity . . . . 
. . so although both British birds were genetically close to database sequences of fuscus cytb and 
divergent from nominate scirpaceus and other subspecies, BBRC decided that further evidence was 
required before the assessments could be progressed. That changed when . . . . . multiple sequences 
of Reed Warblers of all subspecies, many of known breeding provenance, were published. These 
data confirmed that fuscus and nominate scirpaceus are quite closely related (about 1.2% differ-
ence in cytb) but are diagnosable genetically. There is genetic variation in both subspecies but both 
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the British birds were identical to known fuscus previously sequenced on breeding grounds in 
Kazakhstan. The Jenny Brown’s Point and Kergord birds fall firmly within the fuscus clade and can 
therefore be identified genetically with 100% certainty as fuscus. It is reasonable to expect that, in due 
course, Caspian Reed Warbler will be added to the British List [this is now the case].
 The occurrences in November and December suggest that any late autumn/winter Reed Warbler 
should be scrutinised and, if possible, trapped. Of interest, we also analysed a sample from a bird 
trapped at Chew Valley Lake, Avon, in January 2015, which turned out to be nominate scirpaceus, 
being identical to birds previously sampled in France. So, clearly, nominate birds do also occasion-
ally occur in Britain in winter.

WEST PENNINE MOORS – A SSSI AT LAST!
Steve Martin

On November 17th 2016, following decades of surveying, evidence gathering and intense lobbying 
by local naturalists, Natural England (NE) finally notified the West Pennine Moors (WPM) as a Site 
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).
 The West Pennine Moors SSSI covers a massive 76km² (nearly 30 square miles) with 90% in 

Lancashire and becomes the largest SSSI to be designated nationally by NE since 2004. The area 
notified is largely the unenclosed moorland from Anglezarke Moor in the west, Darwen Moor in the 
north, Smithills Moor in the south through to Holcombe Moor in the east. Also included are some 
key areas of in-bye and upland woodland (including Rivington’s Dean Wood, Lead Mines Clough 
and the south Roddlesworth Plantations), together with one major waterbody, Belmont Reservoir, 
plus its surrounding in-bye. 
 The WPM are of special scientific interest for the following nationally important features that 
occur within an extensive mosaic of upland and upland-fringe habitats:

Its diverse assemblages of ‘upland moorland and grassland’, ‘in-bye’ and 
‘woodland’ breeding birds

•

Winter Hill from Belmont Moor (Steve Martin)
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Over 1% of the British breeding population of Black-headed and Mediterranean 
Gulls
Blanket bog
Wet and dry heathland
Acid and lime-rich flushes
Rush pastures and mire grasslands  
Acid grasslands
Neutral hay meadows and pastures
Wet and dry broadleaved woodland and scrub
Populations of three nationally rare plant species; namely Starry Lady’s-mantle 
Alchemilla acutiloba, Large-toothed Lady’s-mantle Alchemilla subcrenata and 
Floating Water-plantain Luronium natans.

The large expanses of blanket bog (over 38 km²) are particularly significant as they support some 14 
species of Sphagnum and collectively the area supports a wide range of upland breeding birds. The 
WPM becomes the first area to have substantial areas (some 30 km²) of in-bye farmland included 
within a SSSI. This follows the ‘JNCC Review of SSSI Selection Guidelines for Birds’  in June 2015 
which introduced an ‘in-bye breeding bird assemblage’ allowing these areas of upland pasture to 
become a notified feature in their own right for breeding birds and as feeding sites for moorland 
breeding waders.
 The upland breeding bird assemblages include many wader species that breed annually with 
averages of the following number of pairs in the SSSI: 150 Lapwing, 100 Curlew, 60 Snipe, 15 Golden 
Plover, 10 Dunlin and 7 Redshank. Additionally up to 5 pairs of Short-eared Owl, 200 pairs of Red 
Grouse, 20 pairs of Wheatear, 25 pairs of Stonechat and 70 pairs of Linnet occur, alongside smaller 
numbers of Teal, Merlin, Peregrine, Cuckoo and Raven, while the odd pair of Twite and Whinchat 
still breed. 
 Riparian species such as Grey Wagtail and Dipper are widespread. The in-bye, as well as 
supporting numerous breeding and feeding waders, holds estimates of 90 pairs of Reed Bunting and 
over 10 pairs of Grey Partridge. Woodland birds are well represented, mainly in upland oakwoods, 
with breeding Tree Pipit, Redstart, Pied Flycatcher, Spotted Flycatcher, Wood Warbler, Woodcock, 
Green Woodpecker, Buzzard, Willow Tit, Lesser Redpoll and Siskin are present, while the area’s 
principal heronry at Entwistle is also included within the SSSI. 
 The UK’s largest Black-headed Gull colony and largest inland Mediterranean Gull colony (10,136 
and 41+ pairs respectively in 2014) at Belmont Reservoir is perhaps the most visible ‘showpiece’ 
of the new SSSI which, besides the spectacle of the gullery, also acts as the key roost and feeding 
location for many moorland and in-bye breeding waders returning in spring.
 The idea that the West Pennine Moors might qualify as a SSSI was first conceived back in 2003 
following local botanical and bird atlas work identified that the area met and/or exceeded the 
criteria for SSSI selection. In 2007, the ‘Conspectus of SSSI Consideration of the West Pennine Moors’ 
(Jepson, Martin and Melling) was drawn up and submitted to NE. The submission was supported 
by the RSPB, The Wildlife Trust for Lancashire, Manchester and North Merseyside and The National 
Trust.
 Natural England formally began the designation assessment process in 2012 but a re-assess-
ment of NE’s designation strategy resulted in internal delays. Local naturalists, stakeholders and 
wildlife groups, with support from the RSPB, Wildlife Trust and L&CFS, were active writing to 
NE and meeting their MPs to stress the case for SSSI designation, ensuring that the WPM retained 
a high profile. Several local MPs were supportive of the SSSI; Darwen and Rossendale’s MP, Jake 
Berry, was particularly active in pressing for updates on progress. The WPM also featured heavily 
in several national conservation blogs, not least Mark Avery’s ‘Standing Up for Nature’ and the 
RSPB’s ‘Saving Special Places’ and ‘Casework’ websites. Local NE staff were supportive whilst their 
colleagues working centrally developed the new designation strategy and programme. 
 Following  a ‘Strategic Review of SSSIs’, NE confirmed in April 2016 that the WPM would be 
included in its designation programme. This was no guarantee that the area would be designated 
and further work and evidence gathering by local NE staff resulted in the long awaited notification 

•

•
•
•
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of the site on 17 November 2016. A four-month consultation period between NE and landowners/
tenants/stakeholders then followed with the SSSI being confirmed by the NE Board on 19 July 2017. 
 NE state in their designation confirmation that the “West Pennine Moors SSSI is now protected 
in perpetuity”; this welcome news should ultimately protect the site from unsympathetic devel-
opment, particularly windfarms and forestry and also unlock further funding to landowners and 
tenants to continue managing the land in a sustainable and wildlife-friendly fashion. The area had 
been considered under serious threat, mainly from several windfarm proposals, including one 
planned (but subsequently dropped) for Anglezarke Moor and one submitted to planning (but later 
withdrawn) on Hoddlesden Moss. 
 Because of the previous lack of designation of the WPM, we subconsciously have perhaps 
thought of them as of lesser importance than the nearby Bowland Fells or South Pennines. But no 
longer, as the NE’s SSSI process has highlighted that the WPM is richer in some aspects, particularly 
in Sphagnum abundance/diversity and some breeding bird aggregations, than its upland neigh-
bours.
 We were extremely fortunate locally to have a number of naturalists who tirelessly carried out 
‘traditional’ methods of recording to systematically map plants/Sphagnum, breeding birds and fungi 
to Natural England criteria. It is only through their recording of the ‘regular’ and ‘breeding’ species 
over many years of painstaking, and often unrecognised, work that the SSSI has come to pass. The 
designation is therefore just reward for those fieldworkers.
Special mention must also be given to my two fellow authors of the 2007 Conspectus, Peter Jepson 
and Tim Melling, whose assiduous recording and lobbying was a major influence in attaining the 
notification. 
 It is sincerely hoped that the eminent former botanists and naturalists (many stalwarts of the 
L&CFS), that once walked the West Pennine Moors, names such as WH Western, TK Holden, T 
Greenlees, MB Horan, Alfred Hazelwood, Frank Lowe, Eric Hardy, Rev. CE Shaw, John Butterworth, 
John Whitelegg and Eric Ward’ to name but a few, would feel as much pride in the achievement of 
today’s naturalists in attaining statutory protection of the West Pennine Moors as we do in walking 
in their footsteps.

Meditteranean Gull feeding chick, Blemont Reservoir, June 2008 (John Power)
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Migrant Dates 2016
The table of first and last dates is a regular feature of the bird report giving an at a glance view 
of actual and expected first arrival and last departure dates. The table summarises the following 
information:

The earliest spring arrival and latest autumn records in 2016.
The earliest recorded spring and latest recorded autumn records.
The average (mean) first arrival and last departure dates 1990-2016.
The trends for earlier or later arrival or departure where these are statistically signif-
icant between 1990 and 2016. 

Records of overwintering and sickly birds have been omitted.

Spring Autumn
2016  Earliest Mean Trend 2016 Latest Mean Trend

Garganey 15/4 24/2/95 30/3 23/10
Osprey 15/3 4/3/05 22/3 Earlier 23/9 15/11/14 10/10
LRP 18/3 8/3/10 19/3 18/9 19/10/76 16/9 Earlier
Dotterel 21/4 29/3/89 21/4
Whimbrel 15/3 11/3/78 7/4 17/8 6/11/88 2/10
Common Sandpiper 23/3 18/3/11 4/4 Earlier 1/11 1/11/16 14/10 Later
Wood Sandpiper 5/5 14/4/83 2/5 11/10 5/12/12 18/9
Little Tern 20/4 12/4/13 23/4 2/9 3/10/03 12/9
Black Tern 7/5 11/4/80 29/4 30/9 23/11/14 10/10
Sandwich Tern 3/4 13/3/90 26/3 2/10 2/12/94 15/10
Common Tern 11/4 30/3/07 12/4 29/9 17/11/77 12/10 Earlier
Arctic Tern 11/4 1/4/94 17/4 30/9 18/11/11 10/10
Cuckoo 13/4 23/3/00 16/4 Earlier 24/8 9/10/07 31/8
Swift 21/4 1/4/04 16/4 27/8 4/12/63 5/10
Sand Martin 15/3 24/2/90 10/3 3/10 13/10/72 5/10
Swallow 23/3 5/3/14 22/3 11/11 31/12/86 23/11 Later
House Martin 25/3 17/3/63 31/3 Earlier 19/10 31/12/81 26/10
Wood Warbler 30/4 14/4/79 23/4 10/8 26/9/67
Willow Warbler 26/3 23/3/15 28/3 8/10 18/11/89 10/10
Garden Warbler 17/4 6/4/11 19/4 Earlier 14/9 13/11/95 12/10
Lesser Whitethroat 13/4 3/4/14 18/4 Earlier 23/9 23/11/99 3/10
Whitethroat 13/4 2/4/14 15/4 Earlier 24/9 23/10/90 1/10
Grasshopper Warbler 12/4 3/4/14 15/4 Earlier 13/9 4/10/12 &13 19/9
Sedge Warbler 9/4 27/3/03 11/4 20/9 14/11/96 29/9
Reed Warbler 12/4 5/4/11 13/4 Earlier 9/10 14/11/93 13/10
Spotted Flycatcher 4/5 14/4/15 29/4 21/9 15/11/79 2/10
Pied Flycatcher 8/4 7/4/11 16/4 26/9 3/11/01 22/9
Ring Ouzel 7/3 7/3/16 21/3 15/10 11/12/00 5/11
Redstart 7/4 28/3/68 & 12 9/4 Earlier 7/10 10/11/82 2/10
Whinchat 17/4 20/3/76 20/4 24/10 12/11/79 11/10
Wheatear 10/3 26/2/03 10/3 9/11 27/11/11 31/10
Yellow Wagtail 3/4 24/3/96 10/4 19/10 11/11/95 9/10
Tree Pipit 8/4 17/3/57 5/4 9/10 1/12/12 5/10

•
•
•
•
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British Birds Rarities
Descriptions of nationally rare species (for the list, see British Birds Rarities Reports or their 
website) should be submitted to the British Birds Rarities Committee via the County Recorder at 
the address below. Since 2007 the BBRC has no longer been accepting paper records. Paper submis-
sions, including sketches, should therefore be electronically scanned and sent by email to the County 
Recorder as low resolution jpegs or pdfs. Photographs should also be sent as jpegs. Digital copies 
of the BBRC submission form are available from the County Recorder. If descriptions are submitted 
directly via the BBRC website could copies of these also be sent to the County Recorder to be added 
to the Lancashire archive. We are aware, however, that a diminishing number of birders do not have 
access to the necessary equipment; if this is the case please continue to send paper records to the 
County Recorder who will process them before sending them to the BBRC.
The following records have been accepted by the BBRC since the publication of our last report:

‘Caspian Reed Warbler’, Jenny Brown’s Point, 11 December 2011
‘Todd’s Canada Goose’, two, various Fylde sites, 16-31 December 2014
Pallid Harrier, Brockholes, 7 May 2016
Broad-billed Sandpiper, Marshside, 8 May 2016
Desert Wheatear, St. Anne’s, 19-22 November 2016

The following records are under consideration by the BBRC:
Ross’s Goose, various north Fylde sites, 4 February to 17 March 2003
‘North American Night Heron’, Mere Sands Wood, 12 February to 21 April 2008
’Cackling Goose, Marshside, 25 October 2012
Coues’s Arctic Redpoll, Billinge Hill, 30 December 2016
Red-breasted Goose, Marshside & Fylde sites, 4 January to 18 February 2017

County Description Species
Descriptions of species considered to be county rarities (listed below and marked with an asterisk 
in the text) should be sent to the County Recorder, preferably as soon after the sighting as possible. 
Most descriptions now come in by the preferred email route, many with digital images attached, 
but paper records are perfectly acceptable. The increase in digital submissions has meant that the 
county records committee has been able to circulate records and make decisions promptly. Current 
members of the committee are Steve White (non-voting Chair), Chris Batty, Mark Breaks, Barry 
McCarthy, Chris Kehoe, Pete Marsh, Gavin Thomas and John Wright.
 The job of the committee is to assess every record of a species that requires a description and they 
have an obligation to apply the rules even-handedly. On odd occasions this means that a perfectly 
good record will fail to be accepted (normally through lack of detail). It is very rare that a record is 
thought to be incorrect, just that it is not 100% proven or there is some doubt. 
 Many county rarities get to be seen by many observers and an increasing proportion are now 
photographed, and the committee generally accepts such records on the nod – but it is still important 
that someone writes the record up so that all records can be reviewed by future generations. 
 All records of scarce migrants and rare breeding birds are submitted each year for publication in 
British Birds. This makes it vital that we are confident about the accuracy of all records. Descriptions 
need to be as full as possible - if anyone needs any guidance, please contact the county recorder: 
Steve White, 102 Minster Court, Crown Street, Liverpool L7 3QD. E-mail: stevewhite102@btinternet.
com
 Please note that both Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and Turtle Dove are now so rare in the county 
that they are ‘description species’, and that records of both Willow and Marsh outside of their known 
ranges also need to be supported by descriptions. Black-winged Stilt and Red-flanked Bluetail have 
been dropped as national rarities from the beginning of 2017, while Ferruginous Duck is now treated 
as a national rarity and assessed by the BBRC. Yellow-browed Warblers are now so frequent that 
records no longer need submission.

•
•
•
•
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Species and Subspecies Requiring Full Descriptions
These are all marked with an asterisk in the systematic list

Taiga Bean Goose
Black Brant
American Wigeon
Ring-necked Duck
Lesser Scaup
Surf Scoter
Black Grouse
White-billed Diver
Cory’s Shearwater
Great Shearwater
Sooty Shearwater
Balearic Shearwater
Wilson’s Petrel
Night Heron
Cattle Egret
Purple Heron
Glossy Ibis
Red-necked Grebe
Honey Buzzard
Black Kite
White-tailed Eagle
Montagu’s Harrier
Rough-legged Buzzard
Golden Eagle
Spotted Crake
Corncrake
Common Crane
Stone Curlew
Black-winged Stilt
American Golden Plover

Kentish Plover
Temminck’s Stint
White-rumped Sandpiper
Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
Red-necked Phalarope
Long-tailed Skua
Puffin
Little Auk
White-winged Black Tern
Roseate Tern
Sabine’s Gull
Ring-billed Gull
Caspian Gull
Turtle Dove
Nightjar
Alpine Swift
Hoopoe
Bee-eater
Wryneck
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
Red-footed Falcon
Golden Oriole
Red-backed Shrike
Woodchat Shrike
Chough
Woodlark
Shore Lark
Short-toed Lark
Red-rumped Swallow

Penduline Tit
Marsh and Willow Tit
(out of normal range)
Greenish Warbler
Pallas’s Warbler
Radde’s Warbler
Dusky Warbler
Siberian Chiffchaff
Barred Warbler
Dartford Warbler
Subalpine Warbler*
Icterine Warbler
Melodious Warbler
Blyth’s Reed Warbler
Marsh Warbler
Red-flanked Bluetail
Rose-coloured Starling
Nightingale
Bluethroat
Red-breasted Flycatcher
Citrine Wagtail
Richard’s Pipit
Olive-backed Pipit
Common Rosefinch
Common (Mealy) Redpoll 
Arctic Redpoll*
Serin
Lapland Bunting
Cirl Bunting
Ortolan Bunting

* All records of both Subalpine Warblers and Arctic Redpolls which have been identified to subspe-
cies level should now be sent to the BBRC. But records of unraced individuals of both species will 
continue to be assessed locally.

Contributors 
Thank-you to everyone who has sent in their records this year and sincere apologies if we’ve missed 
anyone out! The society currently has around 140 members and if half the people on this list were 
a member or purchased a copy, we’d certainly have a secure future! Once again we have produced 
the report in full colour and kept the price at just £7. Thanks to everyone who’s submitted images 
and allowed us use them! We would be delighted to receive further submissions from the growing 
number of Lancashire birders with high quality photographic equipment.
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Next Annual General Meeting will be held on 10am Saturday 3rd March 2018 – see website for 
details of location which will be announced nearer the date.
 Membership of the Lancashire and Cheshire Fauna Society is still just £10 per annum – this 
includes a copy of the Lancashire Bird Report posted to your home address and any General Reports 
published (this included the ‘Dragonfly Atlas’ in 2015 and ‘The Vertebrates of Lancashire’ in 2017). 
The Society is a non-profit making charity, run totally by volunteers who give many hours of their 
time freely. It provides data that are key in many aspects of conservation in Lancashire – we are 
regularly asked for our opinion on developments that may have an ecological impact or for infor-
mation regarding areas of the county that need protection. We work closely in association with the 
Lancashire Wildlife Trust, RSPB, BTO, Butterfly Conservation, etc. and many members are active in 
those organisations. So if you aren’t already a member, please consider joining us and supporting 
the work we do. Details can be obtained from the website (www.lacfs.org.uk) or directly from the 
Honorary Secretary.
 We regularly have a stand at the North-west Bird Fair held at Martin Mere in November and 
look forward to meeting many members there.

Abbreviations used in the text
1S - first-summer, 1W - first-winter, and so on.

GC Golf Course   
GP  Gravel Pit
LNR Local Nature Reserve 
ML Marine Lake
NR Nature Reserve
NNR National Nature Reserve 
Qry Quarry 
Res Reservoir
SW Sewage Works 

EMP/C Eric Morecambe Pools complex
MBR Morecambe Bay Reserve (RSPB)
MB(ay)S Morecambe Bay South (Lancashire section of 
  Morecambe Bay WeBS)

MMWWT Martin Mere Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust 
  Reserve
MSW Mere Sands Wood (LWT)
SNR Seaforth Nature Reserve (LWT)
BBRC British Birds Rarities Committee
BOURC British Ornithologists Union Records Committee
BTO British Trust for Ornithology
CBC Common Bird Census (BTO)
BBS Breeding Bird Survey (BTO)
WeBS Wetland Bird Survey
CDNHS Chorley & District Natural History Society
ELOC East Lancs Ornithologists Club
LDBWS Lancaster and District Birdwatching Society
LWT Lancashire, Manchester and North Merseyside
  Wildlife Trust
SWLRG South-West Lancashire Ringing Group
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