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Introduction
D.A.Bickerton & S.J.White
Thank you for supporting the work of the Lancashire and Cheshire Fauna Society in either being a
member or purchasing this report. Once again we have had an incredible number of records to sift
through in order to provide an accurate summary of the year’s birding in this edition, a task that
has been made more manageable by the number of birders and naturalists willing to take on some
of the load. Our thanks goes to them for the many hours of diligent work they’ve put in.
We were delighted to welcome Tim Vaughan to the writing team this year. If you would like
to help writing the species accounts or would like to contribute an article, please get in touch with
the editor as soon as possible.
Thanks goes to all those who sent in their comments, corrections and additions to the
Lancashire ‘avifauna’. These are published in this report and are available as a downloadable pdf
on the Society’s website. Further comments on the text are very welcome and should be sent to
Steve White.

Atlas surveys of wintering and breeding birds
We are now half way through the four years of the BTO and Lancashire wintering and breeding
birds surveys and are making good progress. More than 590 of the county’s 938 tetrads have been
completed during the winters of 2007/08 and 2008/09 and breeding season coverage is not far
behind. More than 150000 records have been amassed so far.
About 150 tetrads have yet to be allocated to surveyors, most of them in the east of the
county. If you haven’t signed up to do your bit yet, then please consider doing so – the surveys
still have two years to run. If just a fraction of the county’s birders did one tetrad each year, we
would easily meet our target. But even if you can’t manage the formal survey, please keep
submitting records to the bird report in as much detail as possible – including those of common
species – all records will be incorporated into the atlases.

Dragonfly survey
2008 was yet another wet summer that wasn’t conducive to recording. However we still continue
to collect the data you send us and by the end of next year should have enough to analyse. 2008’s
results are summarised in a separate article in this report.

Lancashire & Cheshire Fauna Society: Membership
Membership of the Lancashire and Cheshire Fauna Society is still just £10 per annum – this
includes a copy of the Lancashire Bird Report and any General Reports published. Members taking
the Cheshire Bird Report as well pay £17. The Society is a non‐profit making charity, run totally by
volunteers who give many hours of their time freely. It provides data that are key in many aspects
of conservation in the North West – we are regularly asked for our opinion on developments that
may have an ecological impact or for information regarding areas of the county that need
protection. We work closely in association with the Lancashire Wildlife Trust, RSPB and BTO and
many members are active in those organisations. So if you aren’t already a member, please
consider joining us and supporting the work we do. Details can be obtained from the web site or
directly from the Honorary Secretary.
Our website address is www.lacfs.org.uk
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Review of the Year, 2008
John Wright
(Weather information courtesy of Ted Boden)

January
Mostly mild but unsettled. A short cold snap during the first week and a drier spell towards the
end of the month but generally very wet throughout.
The first day of the year found the regular male Green‐Winged Teal showing well from the
Sandgrounders hide at Marshside; another was seen at Stocks Reservoir at the end of the month.
The hordes of Wigeon and Teal in the county also attracted a male American Wigeon to Martin
Mere from the 12th. Another popular find was a confiding Slavonian Grebe on Barrow Lower
Lodge, Whalley; first found on the 13th it continued to delight visitors until 19th February.
Gull‐watching often comes to the fore this month and intensive searching located a first‐
winter Caspian Gull at Fishmoor Reservoir on the 17th. Whilst gulls, waders and wildfowl always
grab the attention, important survey work in Lancaster & District revealed 978 Blackbirds across
all squares.

February
A dry and very sunny month, with above average mean temperatures.
In past years the occurrence of Ring‐necked Parakeets in the county have been somewhat
erratic. Six seen at Lytham Crematorium this month stayed on throughout the year, suggesting
they could get established as a breeding species.
Feeding garden birds provides great pleasure to many observers and occasionally it turns up
an unexpected bonus. A cracking male Common Rosefinch found in a Longridge garden on the
9th was a great example of that. Another surprise came in the form of an adult Night Heron at
Mere Sands Wood from the 12th. Always a good find in the county the early date and some
plumage details generated a lot of debate around its origins.
The presence of a Chough at Warton Quarry on 19th proved to be a regular occurrence, with
the bird regularly roosting in a crevice on the cliff face. Occasionally it was found during the day
feeding between Silverdale and Bolton‐le‐Sands.

March
Temperatures and sunshine generally a little above average. Rainfall was well above average.
The occasional sightings of Cetti’s Warbler in the county are concentrated at Leighton Moss
and Marton Mere so one present at Fleetwood Marsh Nature Park from the 25th was particularly
noteworthy.
Great excitement came on the last day of the month with the discovery of an adult Ross’s
Gull at Marton Mere. This beautiful and charismatic bird showed sublimely all afternoon but left
some latecomers disappointed.
That disappointment turned to joy when it was relocated on the 18th on the Lytham
shoreline at Granny’s Bay. It stayed in this area for a further month being admired by a multitude
of observers.
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April
The coldest April since 2001 with heavy rainfall.
One of the highlights of spring migration is the regular passage of Ospreys through the
county. This year was particularly good with as many as 40 individuals delighting observers.
Twelve bird‐days at Brockholes Wetland and ten at Stocks Reservoir were the best counts.
An influx of Cattle Egrets resulted in a sighting at Eccleston, St. Helens on the 5th and this
was followed later in the year by four more records of six birds. The continental feel continued
with a splendid male White‐spotted Bluethroat at Aldcliffe Marsh from the 8th.
The first Yellow Wagtail of the year at Seaforth on the 13th proved to be of the Blue‐headed
race. Two days later this record was ‘over‐shadowed’ by a magnificent White‐tailed Eagle seen
from the reserve. A truly spectacular sight for the lucky observers.

May
Mean temperatures well above average. Rainfall was well below average.
A month when birders expect the unexpected and they were not to be disappointed. The
purple patch at Seaforth continued with a Purple Heron on the 3rd with a Bonaparte’s Gull at
Marton Mere on the same day. What was probably the same bird was relocated at Stocks Reservoir
on the 10th.
A net round at Heysham on the 6th produced an unfamiliar passerine with a tan‐striped
head. This was quickly identified as a White‐throated Sparrow, a great reward for the dedicated
ringing team. This county first was released where it had been caught but unfortunately it was not
seen again.
The north of the county was on a roll with a Black Kite seen at various sites from the 7th and
a beautiful male Red‐footed Falcon flying in off the sea at Jenny Brown’s Point on the 8th. Another
iconic bird followed with a male Golden Oriole singing in the high poplars at Martin Mere on the
morning of the 16th.
The excitement continued with a male Red‐backed Shrike between Formby Moss and Plex
Moss on the 18th. Rounding off the month in style a singing male Red‐spotted Bluethroat showed
off at Rossall School on the 30th.

June
Very unsettled and changeable for the time of year, with only short spells of fine weather.
The rarity theme continued with a Wilson’s Phalarope at Seaforth from the 3rd. A singing
male Melodious Warbler at Jackhouse Reservoir, Oswaldtwistle from the 7th was a remarkable
record and a very educational bird.
A singing Black Redstart in New Street, Lancaster on the 9th was intriguing. This was one of
15 recorded in the county in 2008, the best year for this species since 1996. Short‐eared Owls
enjoyed an excellent breeding season in Bowland with 23 occupied territories and five pairs of
Barn Owl was also a good return for this area.
The Greylag Goose has now become well established as a breeding bird in the county with
around 1500 feral birds present in the immediate post‐breeding season. Another species that may
be developing a self‐sustaining population in the county is Mandarin Duck. This was highlighted
by two females with ducklings seen at Lathom.
A much sought after rarity for county listers is the Rose‐coloured Starling. The appearance
of one at Inskip from the 11th was therefore well received and, remarkably, another appeared at
Lytham from the 23rd.
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July
Unsettled for the most part, although with a fine and hot spell towards the end.
A total of 100 pairs of Pied Flycatchers across the county was testament to the great success
of nestbox schemes. Redstarts have also benefited with an increase to 22 pairs using boxes on the
United Utilities Bowland estate. A slight but nonetheless welcome increase in Ring Ouzel
numbers produced eleven pairs also on the UU Bowland estate.
Marsh Harriers had a good breeding season with five successful nests at Leighton Moss,
fledging at least 17 young. At nearby Haweswater a food pass was observed and chicks were
heard. Hobby records continue to rise with six at Brockholes Wetland the best total and breeding
confirmed or probable at several sites.
Shoveler also appear to be thriving with 24 pairs at Marshside, 11 pairs at Martin Mere and
up to 22 pairs on the RSPB Silverdale reserves.
The wet and windy weather produced a number of European Storm‐petrel records with a
maximum of 31 reported from Crosby/Seaforth on the 21st. Another rarity rounded off the month
with the now almost annual sighting of a White‐rumped Sandpiper at Skippool Creek on the 31st.

August
Very unsettled with heavy rain or showers for much of the month. It was also an exceptionally
dull month.
An adult Caspian Tern set the pulse of its single observer racing as it flew north past
Formby Point on the 4th.
An adult White‐winged Black Tern was on Crosby Marine Lake and at Seaforth on the 7th
and, remarkably, a juvenile was at the same sites from the 31st.
The continuing wet and windy weather produced numerous seabird sightings, including a
stunning Sabine’s Gull at Heysham in the late afternoon of the 9th. This summer‐plumaged bird
delighted observers as it fed on the outfalls alongside Little Gulls.
Manx Shearwaters also featured with a new county record count of 3000 pouring past
Formby Point on the 22nd. Sandwich Terns appeared in good numbers with 355 at St. Anne’s on
the 18th and 368 off Formby on the 20th. Autumn was heralded by the arrival of Pink‐footed
Geese at Martin Mere as early as the 28th.

September
Unsettled and wet during the first half of the month but much drier and brighter throughout the
second half.
Scarce waders are often a feature of the month and a Red‐necked Phalarope was a welcome
visitor to Martin Mere on the 5th. Larger wading birds also featured strongly with another county
record total of 87 Little Egrets at Freckleton Naze Pool on the 15th and a family party of five
Spoonbills on Crosby Shore on the 24th.
Honey Buzzards had a strong showing with displaced birds being seen across the county.
This movement peaked on the 21st with two over Caton Moor and singles through Brockholes
Wetland and Marshside.
Drift migrants also appeared with Wrynecks at Marshside on the 14th and Seaforth on the
17th, with an obliging juvenile Red‐backed Shrike at Rossall School on the same date.
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October
Rainfall was well above average, with some areas recording over double the average. Mean
temperatures were below average, but with above average sunshine.
A typically varied month began with a high count of eleven Shags at Heysham and a
movement of Leach’s Storm‐petrels peaking with a count of 100+ from the Seaforth‐Ainsdale coast
during the first two days.
Pink‐footed Goose numbers were growing every day and a count of 51310 on the 5th set a
new county record. A cracking male Desert Wheatear was on Crosby Shore on the 12th but like
many of the year’s rarities it proved to be a one day wonder. Winter thrushes were now on the
move with a peak of 4921 Redwings over Stoney Rake, Haslingden, on the 18th followed by 5820
Fieldfares over the same site on 1 November.
Irruptive movements of Long‐tailed Tits became a significant feature on the coast from mid‐
October. Heysham had a peak of 120 on the 28th and Fairhaven Lake 51 on the 31st.

November
Mostly mild at first, but turning much colder later with some snowfall and sharp frosts. Rainfall
and sunshine close to average.
Spectacular numbers of birds were the feature of the month beginning with 89000 Starlings
roosting at Marton Mere on the 2nd. This was followed by a monthly WeBS count in Morecambe
Bay of 30107 Oystercatchers.
Both these counts were eclipsed by a truly remarkable figure of 90455 Pink‐footed Geese,
nearly twice the previous highest count set only a month earlier. The birds were spread
throughout the coastal strip with many skeins passing over inland areas allowing birders across
the county to appreciate this remarkable spectacle.
Rarities again featured strongly with a male Surf Scoter off Blackpool from the 16th, along
with eight Velvet Scoters at the same site on the 18th. This was followed by an American Golden
Plover at Cockersand on the 19th and a Little Bunting in a Knott End Garden on the 25th.
To crown an excellent month Waxwings appeared in good numbers, 70 at Barrow, near
Clitheroe on the 21st and 80+ in Preston on the 29th proving particularly popular with
photographers.

December
Generally cold in the first half then a milder, dry period towards Christmas before turning very
cold by the New Year. Rainfall mostly below normal and sunshine well above normal. The coldest
December since 2001.
The long staying Glossy Ibis spent most of 2008 in the county with occasional forays as far
afield as Yorkshire and Cheshire. It returned to alternate between Warton Bank and Marshside
from early November, staying until mid‐December, when it finally departed. It left the Ribble to
more expected visitors with a massive 97512 Wigeon recorded on the WeBS count.
A juvenile Great Northern Diver at Prescot Reservoirs arrived on the 22nd and stayed until
the end of the year. Gull‐watching produced further sightings of the much sought after Caspian
Gull and a new first winter bird was seen at both Whinney Hill Tip and at the Fishmoor Reservoir
roost from 22nd to the end of the year. This brought to a close another great year which will be
particularly remembered for the remarkable number of rare and scarce species recorded.
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Systematic List 2008
MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor
Uncommon breeding resident, common winter visitor.
International importance 320; National importance 320
Monthly Peak Counts
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
MBS WeBS
78
155
48
35
172
1
Southport ML* 157
201
135
39
113
148
Ribble WeBS** 133
74
104
123
112
107
* SML counts do not include cygnets
** Ribble WeBS counts do not include Southport Marine Lake

Jul
7
163
96

Aug
123
184
75

Sep
235
144
69

Oct
6
113
31

Nov
92
128
68

Dec
65
122
81

There were again high numbers in the Jeremy Lane/Glasson area, with 200 on 11 Feb and 105 on 17
June increasing to 272 on 3 Nov. Elsewhere in north Lancashire there were 82 on the Dockacres
complex in August. Few were reported from any site in east Lancashire with the largest flock being
six flying over Blackburn on 6 Nov. In the Chorley recording area eight juveniles joined two adults
at Yarrow Valley Park during March. There were 53 at Warton Marsh on 28 Oct, with 57 at
Marshside in April. The annual peak at Seaforth was 35 in August.
In the Lancaster and District area, reports of breeding included 22 pairs present (but only
seven pairs actually breeding) producing 23 young on inland waters excluding the River Lune,
plus 17 pairs which produced 54 young on the Lancaster Canal and eleven pairs on the River
Lune. Fewer birds bred in east Lancashire, with only four pairs reported with young. A pair on the
canal at Ingol, Preston, reared seven young. The regular pair at Sefton Park Lake, Liverpool had
their eggs stolen thanks to the drainage of the lake during the breeding season. There were fewer
reported breeding pairs in Over Wyre, with only two pairs. There seems to be some problem with
breeding in recent years at Southport Marine Lake, since in 2005 there were 36 young there, in 2007
there were only two by July and in July 2008 there were again only two.

BEWICK’S SWAN Cygnus columbianus
Common but declining winter visitor. Amber List (localised winter distribution).
International importance 200; National importance 81
Monthly Peak Counts
Ribble
Over Wyre
South Fylde

Jan
0
10
52

Feb
4
4
56

Mar
2
2
1

Oct
3
0
0

Nov
0
1
18

Dec
3
0
33

The bulk of the flock that winters mostly on Lytham Moss and Warton Marsh stayed until 9 Feb,
with eleven at Warton on 20 Feb and one there on 8 March. There were only three juveniles (a
single family) amongst a flock of 52 birds at Peel in January and February. Up to ten were at Pilling
in January with four there in early February, six at Jeremy Lane in January with two there on 2
March. Aldcliffe Marsh had four in early February and two were on Colloway Marsh on 21‐22 Feb.
Very few were seen south of the Ribble with one or two at MMWWT in January and February and
four near Burscough on 19 Feb. The latest in the county were two on Longton Marsh on 9 March.
Autumn migration was late in 2008, with most of the birds not arriving in the Netherlands
until well into November. The first back in Lancashire at MMWWT on 29 Nov was followed by
singles at Warton Marsh and Pilling the next day. By 5 Dec 18 were on Lytham Moss and this flock
stayed in the general area of Peel, Ream Hills and Lytham Moss until the end of the year,
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increasing to 33 at Peel on 24 Dec. The proposal to site a large development of houses at Lytham
Moss is extremely worrying not just for Bewick’s Swans.
Sixteen adults were seen flying north low over Sollom, near Tarleton, on 26 Dec when there
were also six at Warton Marsh, three were at MMWWT on 2 Dec with singles there on the 7th and
26th, three on the 27th and seven on the 28th, and three were on Bank Marsh on 21 Dec.
There no reports from east or north Lancashire. During the year three birds ringed as
adults at MMWWT in 1991 were sighted in the county.

WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus cygnus
Common and increasing winter visitor. Amber List (localised winter distribution).
International importance 210; National importance 57
Monthly Peak Counts
MMWWT
Ribble
Over Wyre
S Fylde

Jan
1650
169
125
103

Feb
1380
192
27
123

Mar
1350
121
15
74

Apr
260
65
1
7

Sept
45
6
0
7

Oct
1098
30
303
95

Nov
1230
140
181
150

Dec
1590
126
149
124

Numbers in the county in mid‐January were about the same as in January 2007 with an estimate of
some 1800‐1900 birds. It is always difficult to say how many are present in total unless a
coordinated count is done, since birds move between different sites to some extent.
The principal feeding areas in the first winter period were at Hesketh Bank, where 130 or so
fed on harvested potatoes and on re‐sown grass fields; Burscough Moss with about 260 in
February; Blowick Moss, Southport with up to 260 birds present in January; Halsall with about 70
feeding on stubble; Lytham Moss where about 120 fed on harvested potatoes; and at Pilling with
about 100 feeding on harvested potatoes. Away from the four main areas, the regular Lune Valley
flock comprised up to 15 in the Claughton/Melling/Gressingham area in January and February,
declining to 13 in early March, with seven on 8 March and the last (rather late) two on 4 April. Two
were at Aldcliffe Marsh until 2 April.
There were plenty of records in east Lancashire in the first winter period, mostly on the
reservoirs: two at Clowbridge on 12 Feb, twelve at Stocks on 12 March, seven at Fishmoor on 21
March, 33 flying north over Stocks on 22 March, two there on 11 April and 16 flying over Newton
on 16 April with 22 later the same morning at Stocks. The Chorley area had 18 at Lower Rivington
on 16 March when 30 flew over Charnock Richard, and 20 flew over Belmont on the 17th. One at
Marshside on 23‐25 March was the only spring record there, apart from birds flying over.
The last was a single at Little Singleton on 7 May although this may have been a sick
individual. Three or four stayed at MMWWT all summer.
The first back in autumn was at MMWWT on 18 Sept. There were seven at Marton Mere on
24 Sept and perhaps the same individuals were at Warton Marsh later the same day. Numbers
increased to 45 at MMWWT by 3 Oct, a high number for this early date, and there were 74 at
Pilling on 5 Oct which had increased to 303 birds by the end of October, an unprecedented number
so early in the winter. Good numbers remained in the Pilling area until the end of the year with
181 there in November and about 150 in December, feeding principally on flooded land at Libby
Lane and Kentucky Farm. About 120 fed with Bewick’s Swans in the Lytham Moss/Peel area in
December, sometimes flying to Warton Marsh to feed on the saltmarsh.
A total of 45 were seen from Heysham migrating southwards over the sea in October but
an unexpected record was of twelve flying north on 1 Dec.
In common with autumn 2007, few birds fed near the south side of the Ribble until mid‐
November, when there were 57 on a stubble field at Longton, increasing to 124 on Longton Marsh
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by 18 Nov. Large numbers were at Low Meadows, near Burscough, in November with 276 there
on the7th and 183 at Burscough Moss on the 22nd. Massive numbers were feeding at Carr Moss
Lane, Halsall from the end of October until the year’s end, with 158 there on 29 Oct, 415 on 5 Nov,
585 on the 22nd, 766 on the 24‐25th and 856 on the 28th and with 250 remaining on 21 Dec. Large
flocks also fed on Downholland Moss with 246 there on 22 Nov, and Altcar Moss with 209 there on
19 Nov.
Five were on Crossens Marsh on 5 Oct with 20 there on the 12th and ten on Nov 2, and two
were at Marshside on 12 Dec.
There were only seven reports in east Lancashire during the second winter period,
compared with 21 in 2007: five at Stocks Reservoir on 5 Oct, three at Fishmoor Reservoir on 16 Oct
one at Bashall near Clitheroe on 17 Oct, and nine at Alston Reservoirs on 31 Oct, with five flying
over there on 16 Nov and a single on 30 Nov. The last record was five at Stocks on 29 Dec.
The first in the Chorley area were eight flying over Rivington on 30 Sept. In October good
numbers were feeding on Croston Moss with 26 there on 20 Oct building to 166 by the 29th and
increasing to 330 on 9 Nov. Fifteen flew over Coppull on 6 Nov, 18 over the River Yarrow on 12
Nov and 30 over Bretherton on 24 Nov; one was at Yarrow Valley Park on 29‐30 Dec. In the West
Pennines one was at Jumbles Reservoir on 1 Nov and six at Springs Reservoir on 14 Nov. Singles
were at Brockholes Wetland on 7 & 31 Oct with five there on 6 Nov.
The Lune Valley flock was mainly recorded at Melling with the first six on 16 Oct, then
eight on 2 Nov, ten on 11 Nov and eight from 12 Nov into 2009. There were seven at Leighton
Moss on 1 Nov and one there on 13 Dec.

TAIGA BEAN GOOSE Anser fabalis fabalis
Rare winter visitor. Amber List (small winter population).
An adult was seen in the Pilling area at Cumming Carr and Fluke Hall on 14‐16 March, and two
were on Downholland Moss on 12 Dec.

TUNDRA BEAN GOOSE Anser fabalis rossicus
Uncommon winter visitor. Amber List (small winter population).
An adult was at Marshside/Crossens on 11 April with probably the same bird at Pilling Marsh on
the 13‐30th. In the second winter period one was at MMWWT on 5 Oct with one of unspecified
race there on 24 Dec.

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE Anser brachyrhynchus
Abundant winter visitor to Fylde, Ribble Estuary and South‐West Mosslands. Amber
List (localised winter distribution).
International importance 2700; National importance 1900
Monthly peak counts
Jan
Feb
Pilling Marsh 15900 15000
MMWWT
2200
2780

Mar
3500
1300

Apr
4000
36

May
3000
13

Jun
0
2

Jul
0
0

Aug
0
12

Sep
1100
1600

Oct
2000
17000

Nov
33750
22000

Dec
26500
12700

Numbers were unexceptional in the early year when most of the wintering population presumably
remained in Norfolk; the overwhelming majority of Lancashire birds were feeding on farmland in
Over Wyre and roosting on Pilling Marsh. The last sizeable flock was at Pilling on 5 May and 403
flying north over Heysham on the 6th marked their departure.
Although the first were seen at MMWWT as early as 28 Aug, numbers built up rather more
slowly than normal this year and it was 24 Sept before the first mass arrivals there – giving little
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hint of what was to come. As shown in the tables most of the early autumn flocks were on the
south‐west; the count of 51310 on 5 Oct set a new county record and, in fact, it may have been a
slight underestimate as up to 10000 from the Simonswood roost were feeding regularly in the Old
Coach Road area in mid‐month. More and more birds began arriving at the end of October so that
by 2 Nov 90455 – nearly twice the previous highest count – were in the county, spread relatively
evenly between Over Wyre, the Ribble and the south‐west mosses. By the beginning of December
overall numbers had ‘declined’ to 58185 with about two‐thirds of them in Over Wyre, the
remainder having presumably moved to Norfolk; there was a noticeable movement from Pilling to
the Glasson area in late December.
Co‐ordinated roost counts
13 Jan
North Fylde
/
Lune
15900
Wyre
2400
Ribble
1770
MMWWT
1900
Altcar
1500
Simonswood Moss
3000
Halsall
/
Plex Moss
1350
Downholland Moss
330
Shirdley Hill
1200
Total in Lancashire

29350

5 Oct 2 Nov
7400 36500

7 Dec
31200

4160
13750
3000
7000
16000

24255
20500
4200
5000
0

7200
2960
3200
4000
9625

51310

90455

58185

Records on the fringes of the main range included 2800 close to Heysham Moss on 15 Feb, 3500 on
Aldcliffe and Colloway Marshes on 9 March and 2500 on Croston Moss on 9 Nov. Further afield,
one at Belmont and Anglezarke Reservoirs with Canada Geese until 25 April was presumably
feral, as were singles at Champion Moor, Alston Reservoir and Stocks Reservoir during January.
However, a flock of 135 dropped onto Champion Moor at dusk on 27 Jan and were feeding there
the next morning – a most unusual record for east Lancashire but one that was repeated when 90
were at Black Moss Farm, Barley on 29 Oct.
As usual, large numbers were reported on passage. These included eight flocks returning
from Norfolk over the Chorley area between 18 and 29 Jan; the first autumn birds were noted there
on 28 Sept and movements continued until December. In east Lancashire 79 flocks totalling 9620
birds were reported, all moving west; almost half of these birds were seen on 28 Jan. The last of
spring were 69 at Stocks Reservoir on 29 March and the first of autumn over Higherford on 20
Sept. Late winter numbers were unexceptional, involving 4500 birds in 62 flocks, presumably
reflecting the very large numbers that stayed in the county rather than moving south.

EUROPEAN WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser albifrons albifrons
Uncommon winter visitor.
Up to two adults ranged over the south‐west mosses with Pinkfeet until at least 24 Feb, being seen
at Little Crosby, MMWWT and various sites on the Formby mosslands. A juvenile was with two
adults at Fluke Hall on 4 Jan with the two adults seen again on the 6th.
The second winter period saw two adults and a juvenile at MMWWT on 30 Oct with
perhaps the same two adults there in the last week of December. Four adults were on Aldcliffe
Marsh on 28‐29 Dec.
One of unknown provenance was at Abbeystead on 9‐24 Jan.
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GREENLAND WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser albifrons flavirostris
Uncommon winter visitor.
At least six, four adults and two first‐winters, were with the Pinkfeet flocks in the south‐west in
the early January, the adults being seen at Marshside on 12 & 29 Jan with one on Altcar Moss on 6
Feb, and the first‐winters at MMWWT on 19 Jan. Three at Marshside on 11 April may have been
different birds.
The first in the Fylde was a first‐winter at Pilling on 10 Feb and three first‐winters were in
the Pilling/Rawcliffe Moss area on 9‐18 March with two first‐winters and two adults there on the
22nd. Given the respective dates it seems likely that there was some overlap with birds in the
south‐west.
Seven adults arrived at MMWWT on 21 Oct and were seen on Halsall Moss the following
day. Single adults were Crossens on 16 Nov, Halsall on the 28th and Marshside on 3 Dec, and two
first‐winters were on Downholland Moss on 30 Nov and 29 Dec, together with an adult on the
latter date. Only two were seen in the Fylde: an adult on Winmarleigh Moss on 30 Oct and a first‐
winter in the Cockerham area on 12‐13 & 30 Dec.
Four of indeterminate race were at Lousanna Farm, Pilling on 5 Nov.

GREYLAG GOOSE Anser anser
Scarce feral breeder and uncommon winter visitor. Large feral non‐breeding flocks at
several sites. Amber List (localised winter distribution).
Monthly peak counts
Jan
MBS WeBS
125
Leighton Moss 360
Carnforth
320
Aldcliffe
/
South Fylde
14
Southport ML
39
Marshside
500
MMWWT
310

Feb
77
310
324
/
24
48
28
450

Mar
39
120
210
/
100
41
8
157

Apr
66
125
88
/
45
77
53
/

May
76
350
85
/
22
53
35
/

Jun
59
260
65
/
10
179
48
/

Jul
176
220
45
386
9
59
189
700

Aug
156
45
4
350
160
7
253
350

Sep
459
220
495
360
/
8
427
/

Oct
630
130
480
200
/
6
200
420

Nov
669
120
330
175
65
5
139
320

Dec
190
20
360
200
46
7
120
485

Only one significant count was received in addition to those in the table – of 68 at Stocks Reservoir
on 25 June, and the only breeding information came from Marshside, where seven pairs nested,
and Upper Rivington Reservoir where a pair fledged four young from six chicks. Making
allowance for the undoubted overlap between some of the peak counts above, it is clear that there
is a wintering population in the county of 1000 or so with perhaps around 1500 present in the
immediate post‐breeding season.
The vast majority of these birds are, of course, feral, and no estimate of the number of wild
birds in the north of the county was received, but it is generally accepted that at least a proportion
of those seen on Carnforth Marsh are wild.

GREATER CANADA GOOSE Branta canadensis
Common breeding resident.
Notable counts from sites not tabulated included 150 on Aldcliffe Marsh in January with 300 there
in December, 165 at Arkholme in February with 170 there in December, 815 at Freckleton in
August, 115 at Parsonage Reservoir, 178 at Myerscough Quarry and 153 at Prescot Reservoirs in
September, 228 at Rishton Reservoir and 224 at Brockholes Wetland in October, 184 at Marton
Mere, 170 at Mere Sands Wood, 120 at Brookside Lodges and 243 at Barrowford Reservoir in
November, and 195 at Little Singleton and 150 at Ribchester in December.
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Monthly peak counts
Jan
Foulridge Res
700
Stocks Res
291
Belmont Res
0
Fairhaven
42
Southport ML
74
Marshside
88
Seaforth
36

Feb
242
212
31
52
100
20
22

13

Mar
237
62
68
40
33
40
17

Apr
/
48
72
/
23
22
11

May
87
16
67
57
10
15
52

Jun
50
301
63
290
160
248
261

Jul
169
226
51
290
117
280
319

Aug
85
193
40
28
12
153
120

Sep
/
38
22
48
21
137
15

Oct
11
48
10
91
6
130
6

Nov
550
298
8
45
17
125
21

Dec
/
284
0
60
32
126
5

Four broods were raised at Fairhaven Lake despite control measures while the 25 pairs at Belmont
Reservoir raised just three young (121 eggs were pricked and 29 adults shot); 93 eggs were pricked
in 20 nests at Upper Rivington and Anglezarke Reservoirs; eggs were also treated at Brockholes
Wetland and Mere Sands Wood. Breeding was widespread in east Lancashire, where successful
breeding was reported from Rowley Lake, Black Moss Reservoirs, Brookside Lodges, Browsholme
Heights, Coldwell, Crimpton, Hodder Bank Fell and Jackhouse Reservoir, totalling at least 42
young, and Stocks Reservoir where there were at least 49 goslings. Elsewhere, 19 pairs nested at
Brockholes, five at Marshside (20 young fledged), two pairs at Seaforth and five or so in the
Liverpool Central Docks.

BARNACLE GOOSE Branta leucopsis
Uncommon winter visitor and scarce feral breeder.
Wild birds
Up to five were with Pinkfeet at various sites in the south‐west including Marshside, Little Crosby,
Thornton and Downholland Moss between 1 Jan and 14 March, and up to three from 5 Oct to the
end of the year at Plex, Halsall and Downholland Mosses, Rainford, MMWWT and Crossens.
Remarkably similar numbers were in north Fylde during both winter periods, suggesting
that at least some of the south‐western birds were involved: up to five, mostly in the
Pilling/Preesall area until at least 13 April and up to four in the same area in the second winter
period.
Feral birds
Sizeable flocks were at the usual sites throughout the year. Up to 47 were at MMWWT until 2 Feb
when they moved back to Knowsley Safari Park/Prescot Reservoirs where there were peak counts
of 58 in July, 70 in September and 68 on 28 Oct, after which they returned to MMWWT with 60
there in November and 30 in mid‐December.
The Blackpool Zoo flock was counted on its daily excursions to Marton Mere, including 40
on 9 March and 41 on 16 Nov; 21 at Cockersand on 3 Oct were presumably from the same source.
There were double‐figure counts at Stocks Reservoir in February, March, June, July August
and November with a peak of 39 on 22 Aug. All other records received were of low single figures,
usually with Canada Geese, at various sites in the south‐west, north Fylde and Brockholes
Wetland.

DARK -BELLIED BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla bernicla
Scarce winter visitor.
Singles were seen at Grannyʹs Bay on 22 Jan and Heysham on 1 May.

14

Lancashire Bird Report 2008

PALE-BELLIED BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla hrota
Scarce winter visitor.
The long‐staying, Canadian‐ringed juvenile remained at Heysham and Morecambe until 10April,
and single(s) were seen off Jenny Brown’s Point on 23 Jan and on Carnforth Marsh on 12 March.
Singles seen sporadically at Marshside, MMWWT, Little Crosby/Thornton and Downholland Moss
during January and February may have involved just one individual, but a different, colour‐
ringed, bird was at Hightown on 15 Feb.
A very early bird in the Rainford area on 25 Aug and 6 Sept was followed by one past
Rossall Point on 14 Sept and then a notable arrival on the 28th when five, including at least one
juvenile, were on the shore at Cabin Hill, eight (two adults and six juveniles) on the beach at
Marshside and one flew past Rossall Point. The following day one was at Cockersand and two
juveniles at Heysham; two flew out of the Mersey and past Formby Point on 30 Sept. The next was
one at Pilling Marsh on 6 Oct, where three were seen on 1 Nov with one the next day. A single was
at Stalmine Moss on 15 Oct, eleven flew past Formby Point on the 16th and one past Knott End on
the 21st. One at Cowm Reservoir, Whitworth on 5‐6 Nov was an unusual record for Rossendale.
Finally, five were at Cockersand on 9‐12 Nov with just one remaining on the 16th, six at Marshside
on 12 Nov with three there on the 16th and one on the 22nd, three at Birkdale on 22‐30 Nov, one on
Pilling Marsh on 14 Dec and one at Marshside on the 28th.

SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna
Common winter visitor at coastal sites, common breeder. Scarce in east. Amber List
(localised winter distribution).
International importance 3000; National importance 782
Monthly peak counts
Jan
MBS WeBS
2356
North Fylde
1246
Ribble WeBS
2128
Alt WeBS
80
MMWWT
742

Feb
2263
2014
2126
196
960

Mar
1658
1192
2216
142
610

Apr
1320
768
1020
106
425

May
1037
445
729
66
350

Jun
1033
606
1271
24
215

Jul
389
280
2486
11
75

Aug
393
292
765
54
80

Sep
2188
747
1231
231
20

Oct
4256
1451
1543
117
230

Nov
3021
2399
1597
172
818

Dec
3331
2699
1368
119
1040

Numbers continued to decline on the Ribble and the species is no longer of international
importance on the Ribble & Alt SPA. However, the reverse is true on the Lancashire sections of
Morecambe Bay where wintering numbers have more than doubled since the early 1990s. Only
one significant count appears to have been missed by the WeBS counts: 2880 on the RSPB sector of
Morecambe Bay on 29 Sept. Two were at Arkholme from early December, the first time they have
been recorded there at this time of year. Other wintering birds included two at Alston Reservoirs
in the early year and up to four at Stocks Reservoir during December. Forty‐one were on the
Douglas at Bretherton on 2 March.
Breeding information was patchy. Eighteen broods totalling 105 were recorded at
MMWWT on 23 June, two broods fledged at Seaforth but none were successful at Marshside.
Young were seen at many Fylde sites including Skippool Creek, Myerscough Quarry, Mythop,
Waterside Farm, Barnaby’s Sands, Glasson, the Conder Estuary, Stanah and Freckleton Naze, but it
is not clear how many pairs nested: a count of 340 on Pilling Marsh on 18 Aug included 135
juveniles.
Twenty pairs were located on the Lune Survey between Kirkby Lonsdale and Skerton Weir,
15 down on 2007 although one section Crook o’ Lune to Mears Beck was not counted this year. The
section between Wenning Foot and Leck Beck held 14 pairs with six broods recorded. A handful
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were seen in east Lancashire during the breeding season but with no indication of successful
breeding.
A flock of 18 on moult migration at Clowbridge Reservoir on 30 June and three at the same
site on 30 October were the only records in Rossendale.

MANDARIN DUCK Aix galericulata
Uncommon feral resident and escapee.
After many years of uncertainty as to whether Mandarins had established a truly self‐sustaining
population in Lancashire it now appears fairly certain that they have done so and the species
should be regarded as ‘Lancashire Category C’.
Breeding was confirmed at Lathom (West Lancashire) where two females were seen with
chicks. However, the well‐established population in Burnley could only be considered as possibly
breeding; a peak of five (a male and four females) were in Towneley Park in January with five
females or juveniles there in early August and up to five males and two females later in the year.
Nearby there were four records involving three birds at Cliviger Fishponds and ones and twos at
Rowley Lake, Ightenhill Bridge and Manchester Road. Also in the Calder catchment, single(s) were
at Dean Clough Reservoir on 29‐31 Oct and Whalley on 16 Nov. In Bowland a pair was on the
Hodder at Newton Bridge on 10 April and at Slaidburn on the 23rd and perhaps the same at
Bashall Town on the 29th. A male was at Stocks Reservoir on 6 and 9 July, and the regular female
was with Mallards at Shawbridge, Clitheroe in at least February and December.
Up to six were in Moor Park, Preston in early January but no subsequent records were
received. Birds were seen at several sites in the Fylde throughout the year but there was no
indication of breeding. Most records came from Bispham Marsh with peaks of a male and three
females in April and three males and two females from August to the end of the year. Occasional
records of one or two at Barnaby’s Sands, Black Pole, Lightfoot Green, Lytham St. Annes,
Myerscough College, Marton Mere, Skippool Creek and the Lancaster Canal may have involved
some of the same birds – and it is possible that the Preston and Fylde birds were all part of the
same group. Eleven were at Singleton on 25 Sept with eight there on 16 Oct but the age and sex
breakdown is not known.
Elsewhere, a pair was at Mere Sands Wood at the end of February, a male at MMWWT on 3
April and 4 Oct and a male in the Sankey Valley during January, February and April.

AMERICAN WIGEON Anas americana
Vagrant.
A first‐winter male was at MMWWT on 12‐14 Jan (finder unknown).

WIGEON Anas penelope
Common winter visitor to coastal sites. Smaller numbers at some eastern sites. Amber
List (localised, internationally important winter distribution).
International importance 15000; National importance 4060
Numbers were high on both main estuaries. The January count on Morecambe Bay surpassed the
previous highest of 5431 in November 2004 but was overshadowed by 6149 in December, 3550 of
which were in the Pilling Lane Ends to Bank End section. The December Ribble total was the
second highest there, exceeded only by 110278 in December 1994. Large near‐coastal counts not
included in WeBS included 600 on Silverdale Moss on 7 Jan and 175 at Leighton Moss in
December.
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Monthly peak counts
Jan
Feb
Ribble WeBS 49422 19322
Marshside/Crossens
Inner Marsh 20230
3855
MBS WeBS
5459
1960
EM Complex
325
640
MMWWT
1300
902
Stocks Res
600
50
Foulridge Res
6
75

Mar
9796

Apr
1041

May
22

Jun
4

Jul
0

Aug
31

Sep
17259

Oct
29590

Nov
92994

Dec
97512

3193
2736
395
580
0
0

830
134
55
20
1
0

10
3
3
2
0
0

4
0
3
2
0
0

1
0
0
5
0
0

21
6
40
5
0
0

2534
2024
530
48
12
0

6797
2656
530
160
40
0

5254
4975
660
660
20
5

10958
6149
322
670
140
30

Wigeon were recorded at 17 sites in east Lancashire in addition to Stocks and Foulridge
Reservoirs but the only other double‐figure count was 29 at Upper Coldwell Reservoir on 26
March. None were seen in Rossendale in the first half of the year and the peak count was eight on
Clowbridge Reservoir on 31 Dec. Four in the Yarrow Valley Park on 31 Dec was the highest count
in Chorley and 14 on Springs Reservoir on 14 Sept the highest in the West Pennines.
Up to four were at Marshside between 20 May and 15 July but they were thought to have
been sick or injured and not suspected of breeding activity.

GADWALL Anas strepera
Fairly common in small flocks western wetland sites. Rare in east of county. Scarce
breeder in south‐west and far north of county. Amber List (internationally important
national wintering population).
International importance 600; National importance 171
Monthly peak counts
Jan
Leighton Moss
42
EM Complex
28
MMWWT
2
Marshside
12
Brockholes
30
Marton Mere
21

Feb
74
33
5
14
32
21

Mar
29
37
16
35
27
8

Apr
48
30
21
38
3
5

May
45
18
14
14
/
5

Jun
105
22
8
10
/
5

Jul
125
6
‐
10
/
3

Aug
160
42
11
12
/
14

Sep
145
32
44
8
20
12

Oct
145
32
30
20
25
13

Nov
110
30
21
27
20
23

Dec
128
6
19
22
10
10

Co‐ordinated counts at Leighton Moss and the Eric Morecambe complex produced totals of 96 on
16 Feb, 163 on 12 Oct, 134 on 20 Nov and 130 on 29 Dec; the only other double‐figure counts in
north Lancashire were 22 on Silverdale Moss and 24 on floods at Warton on 1 Jan with 28 at the
latter site in November.
As usual, the majority of birds in the Fylde Bird Club area came from Marton Mere but
records were received from a further 15 sites, including ten at Freckleton Naze on 29 Aug and 24 at
Mythop on 30 Sept. None were reported in either Chorley or Rossendale and just a handful of
singles from five east Lancashire sites plus two at Stocks Reservoir on 9 Nov.
An estimated 40 pairs bred at Leighton Moss/Eric Morecambe complex, where twelve
broods were seen in mid‐July. Around 20 young were fledged by twelve pairs at Marshside. Two
pairs bred at MMWWT and at Hesketh Out Marsh, and one pair fledged three young at Seaforth.
Small numbers were at Prescot Reservoirs/Knowsley Safari Park throughout the year with
up to 28 in March, 30 in April and 23 in December; it is likely that breeding occurred as a female
and three juveniles were seen on 25June. No young were reported from Marton Mere but the
presence of two females during the breeding season suggests it may have been attempted.

Lancashire Bird Report 2008

17

TEAL Anas crecca
Common winter visitor to western wetlands, smaller flocks in east. Rare breeding
species. Amber List (internationally important national wintering population).
International importance 5000; National importance 1920
Monthly peak counts
Jan
MBS WeBS
2706
Ribble WeBS
4619
Seaforth
420
Marshside
1815
MMWWT
1200
Leighton Moss 310
EM Complex
280
Stocks Res
600

Feb
450
3880
142
2448
167
360
320
300

Mar
623
2387
37
1273
165
340
210
11

Apr
149
406
11
222
60
120
105
7

May
7
26
4
26
6
14
20
3

Jun
0
15
4
10
7
18
61
7

Jul
29
58
6
30
5
46
90
1

Aug
107
1130
20
149
285
40
520
11

Sep
727
2972
125
743
2000
95
960
197

Oct
3391
5745
304
1723
2005
580
350
141

Nov
4477
6292
450
1844
1610
280
450
170

Dec
6824
5914
1000
2568
1170
357
266
206

The Morecambe Bay counts in October, November and December all surpassed the previous
highest there (3274 in November 2004) and winter 2008/09 was the first where numbers there
exceeded those on the Ribble. The overwhelming majority of these birds were found on the north
Fylde coast from Pilling Lane Ends to Bank End. In contrast, the Ribble counts were the lowest
since 2001 and winter totals continued their slow decline. There is no clear trend on the Alt whose
Teal are almost entirely confined to Seaforth where the December count was the highest since 2002.
Stocks Reservoir was the only eastern site to register three‐figures numbers although 22
sites did produce double‐figures at some time during the year, the largest being 34 at Alston
Reservoirs in November and 28 at Grove Lane Marsh in February. Rossendale’s highest count was
six at Clough Bottom Reservoir on 25 Sept.
Forty‐five at Belmont Reservoir on 6 Jan with 53 there on 28 Sept were the largest flocks in
the Chorley area and 98 on Newton Lake, Newton‐le‐Willows the largest in inland Merseyside.
The only confirmed breeding was at Marshside where two broods were seen on 13 June
and two young were thought to have fledged. Two males and a female were at Stocks Reservoir on
30 June, it is possible that such birds were at least attempting to breed. Similarly, two pairs
lingered at Belmont Reservoir into May but with no confirmed signs of breeding.

GREEN-WINGED TEAL Anas carolinensis
Rare winter visitor.
Five or possibly six males were seen this year: one at Marshside on 1‐3 Jan, 6 Feb to 30 March and 5
April to 2 May, with probably the same on 27 Oct to the end of the year. One at MMWWT on 31
Dec was perhaps the same bird.
Away from the south Ribble ‘hotspot’, singles were at Stocks Reservoir on 27 Jan to 2 Feb,
the Eric Morecambe complex on 26‐28 April, Newton Marsh on 15 May and Barnaby’s Sands on
the Wyre on 14‐30 Dec.

MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos
Common and widespread winter visitor and breeding resident. Amber List (declining
winter population).
International importance 20000; national importance 3520
Numbers continued to decline on both the Ribble and Alt but Morecambe Bay is showing a slight
upturn although numbers there are still only around 60% of those of the early 1990s. However, this
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remains a species that is very widely distributed which the WeBS counts do not fully monitor and
whose population size is distorted by wildfowlers’ releases.
Notable site counts included 300 fed by gamekeepers on a large pond at Belmont in early
January, 200 at Brockholes Wetland on 3 Feb, 261 at Southport Botanic Gardens on 17 Feb, 200 at
Stanley Park, Blackpool on 5 March, 200 at Todderstaffe Hall on 30 June, 330 at St. Michael’s‐on‐
Wyre on 26 July, 244 on Marton Mere on 15 Aug, 377 in the Skippool Creek area on 19/10, 205 at
Lathwaite, Cockerham on 30 Nov, 437 at Barnaby’s Sands on 14 Dec and 325 at Fluke Hall on the
30th.
Monthly peak counts
Jan
MBS WeBS
969
Leighton Moss 155
Ribble WeBS
706
Marshside
278
Alt WeBS
424
MMWWT
2000
Stocks Reservoir 290

Feb
675
155
646
294
109
846
80

Mar
291
95
446
201
109
725
6

Apr
231
87
195
38
61
862
10

May
173
65
216
94
33
665
78

Jun
398
160
365
104
53
1006
113

Jul
232
450
407
73
26
1400
146

Aug
608
420
784
204
137
1245
142

Sep
992
290
833
202
105
1800
103

Oct
1343
220
908
479
63
1235
368

Nov
905
145
1022
304
339
1665
195

Dec
1291
135
1003
335
337
1620
300

Breeding was not monitored at MMWWT but the large numbers there during spring and early
summer suggest many pairs must have nested. A peak of 71 males and 33 females were counted in
early April on the RSPB Morecambe Bay properties, and 158 territorial pairs were counted
between Skerton Weir and Kirkby Lonsdale. The only other double‐figure counts of breeding pairs
received were 46 at Marshside with a further five on Crossens Inner, 14 on Hesketh Out Marsh and
eleven at Brockholes Wetland. Most of the ducklings that hatched from eight clutches at Fairhaven
Lake were predated by large gulls.

PINTAIL Anas acuta
Common winter visitor to western wetlands . Very rare breeder. Amber List
(internationally important national wintering population).
International importance 600; National importance 279
Monthly peak counts
Jan
MBS WeBS
218
EM Complex
42
Ribble WeBS
2163
Marshside
9
MMWWT
380
Stocks Reservoir 326

Feb
2
130
1180
123
290
100

Mar
31
40
176
60
290
0

Apr
6
14
11
11
3
0

May
0
4
0
0
2
0

Jun
0
0
0
0
2
0

Jul
0
0
1
0
0
0

Aug
0
4
0
0
1
0

Sep
930
460
14
10
52
8

Oct
434
101
924
115
105
27

Nov
882
177
2178
478
380
36

Dec
802
105
1089
404
315
84

Counts missed by the monthly WeBS survey included 700 from Jenny Brown’s Point on 22 Oct
with 1008 there on 22 Nov. Although numbers on Morecambe Bay were low in the first winter
period they recovered in the second to the highest for four years. Ribble and MMWWT totals were
both a little below the recent average.
Non‐coastal counts in the north included 20 on Silverdale Moss on 5 Jan, 220 on floods at
Warton on 26 Oct with 250 there on 8 Nov and 170 on 18 Dec, and 31 at Dockacres on 16 Dec.
Birds were absent from Marshside between 24 April and 9 Sept, while the last of spring
were on the Eric Morecambe complex on 1 May.
None were seen all year in Rossendale, Chorley or the West Pennine Moors. The 326 at
Stocks Reservoir was a site record but the only other report in the east was one on Alston
Reservoirs on 14 Sept. Peak counts on the north Fylde coast included 263 at Pilling Marsh on 14

Lancashire Bird Report 2008

19

Sept, 362 at Fleetwood Marsh on 16 Nov and 780 at Cockerham Marsh on 14 Dec. Regular large
counts from Lytham St. Anne’s include 800 on 13 Jan and 500 on 16 Nov.

GARGANEY Anas querquedula
Scarce spring and autumn migrant and rare, occasional breeder. Amber List (rare
breeder).
Two arrived at Mere Sands Wood on 19 March and stayed until 8 April. No more were seen until a
pair at Marton Mere on 6‐21 April, which were followed in April by a female at MMWWT on the
13th, a pair at Mythop on the 14‐18th, singles at Fazakerley on the 19th and 26th, three males and a
female at Marshside on the 24th and a pair at Leighton Moss on the 28th.
About 20 were seen in May, mostly singles – at MMWWT, Todderstaffe Hall, Lytham
Moss, Brockholes Wetland, Kirkby Moss, Seaforth and Stocks Reservoir (the year’s only record in
east Lancashire) – but with larger groups at Marshside and Marton Mere, presumably including
some of the April arrivals. Numbers grew to five males and a female at Marshside on 7 May and
two males were seen until 1 June and one until the 4th. Three males and a female were at Marton
Mere on the 15th with at least one male being seen until 7 June. It is possible that breeding may
have been attempted at either of these sites. Other records during the month were more clearly
migrants or lone males with the possible exception of Leighton Moss/Eric Morecambe complex,
where a male was present on the 14‐19th and a female on 25 June.
Additional records in June were a pair at Mythop on the 2nd with a female there on the
20th, one at Peel on the 6th and one in flight off Blackpool on the 5th.
In autumn, one was at Knowsley Park on 21 July, two at Aldcliffe on 9‐17 Aug, up to three
at Brockholes between 25 Aug and 12 Sept with a juvenile remaining to 27 Oct. Singles were at
Kirkby Moss from 28 Aug to 20 Sept, MMWWT on 7 Sept, Leighton Moss on the 8th, Nateby on
the 11th and Skippool Creek on the 17th.

SHOVELER Anas clypeata
Common winter visitor to west and far north. Scarce breeder. Amber List
(internationally important national wintering population).
International importance 400; National importance 148
Monthly peak counts
Jan
Ribble WeBS
145
Marshside
195
MMWWT
6
MBS WeBS
37
Leighton Moss
26
EM Complex
84
Brockholes
40
Marton Mere
64

Feb
132
112
7
11
28
122
50
46

Mar
188
146
9
40
12
48
35
65

Apr
96
91
26
23
25
25
15
14

May
42
38
20
13
8
15
0
5

Jun
15
22
10
0
21
10
0
3

Jul
4
8
4
6
20
14
0
12

Aug
24
101
30
51
32
65
0
21

Sep
160
160
120
134
85
280
20
32

Oct
119
115
100
158
130
180
20
80

Nov
478
473
30
316
182
245
34
65

Dec
201
170
13
48
75
34
12
20

Almost certainly records numbers – perhaps approaching 1000 birds – were in the county during
November; the Marshside/Ribble total surpassed the previous record for the estuary of 329 in
December 2004, while the 316 in Morecambe Bay represented the second highest ever count there.
A combined count at Leighton Moss and the Eric Morecambe complex on 19 Nov produced a total
of 310.
Peaks away from the main sites included 14 on floods at Warton (Silverdale) in January,
eleven at Bispham Marsh on 19 Feb, twelve at Bourbles Pit on 1 March, twelve at the ICI tanks on 6
April, ten at Inskip on 10 Sept, 26 at Mythop on the 16th, 13 at Seaforth during September, ten at
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Lathwaite, Fylde on 2 Nov, 22 at Willowgrove, Fylde on the 22nd, 32 on Pine Lake on 9 Dec, 25 at
Freckleton/Newton Marsh on the 14th, 24 at Pilling Hall on the 21st and 16 at Stanley Park,
Blackpool on the 25th. Offshore records of one or two at Heysham on 22 & 27 April and
Morecambe on the 23rd were unprecedented. There were no double‐figure counts in east
Lancashire where birds were seen at only six sites; an exceptional nine were on Audley Reservoir,
Pendleton on 30‐31 Dec. A pair at Yarrow Valley Country Park on 10 Feb was the only record in
Chorley and none were seen in Rossendale or the West Pennine Moors.
Twenty‐four pairs bred at Marshside, fledging around 20 young, eleven pairs at MMWWT
and up to 22 pairs on the RSPB Silverdale reserves.

POCHARD Aythya ferina
Common winter visitor, scarce breeder. Amber List (declining winter population).
International importance 3500; national importance 595
Monthly peak counts
Jan
MMWWT
230
Eric Morecambe 84
Leighton Moss
26
Pine Lake
185
Marshside
120
Marton Mere
36
Fairhaven Lake 25
Seaforth
34
Brockholes
40
Stocks Reservoir 25

Feb
260
122
28
22
56
42
18
31
28
5

Mar
170
48
12
14
40
1
3
19
29
2

Apr
4
25
25
5
2
1
/
2
0
1

May
9
15
8
2
0
0
0
0
0
0

Jun
4
10
21
0
0
1
0
1
0
0

Jul
4
14
20
0
0
19
0
6
0
0

Aug
14
65
32
2
0
23
0
5
0
2

Sep
10
280
85
38
2
40
0
8
0
4

Oct
40
180
130
145
0
41
8
8
20
7

Nov
90
245
182
107
12
35
28
24
15
15

Dec
165
34
75
227
59
61
58
53
14
3

Wintering birds are often very mobile between Leighton Moss, the Eric Morecambe complex and
Pine Lake and the overall total is not known.
Incomplete information was received from Prescot Reservoirs but 100 were there on 5 Jan
and 23 on 10 Dec. The only double‐figure counts on the Fylde apart from those in the table were
twelve at Myerscough Quarry on 3 Jan and Stanley Park on 2 Feb where there were 15 on 25 Dec;
14 were on the Glasson Basin on 3 Jan with eleven there on 29 Dec. Singles on Anglezarke
Reservoir on 15 Feb and 19 Oct with three there on 6 Nov and eight on the 24th were the only
records in the Chorley area.
Ten at Victoria Park, Nelson was the only double‐figure count in east Lancashire away
from Stocks, but single‐figure counts came from another eleven sites, including nine at Foulridge
Reservoirs on 6 and 9 Dec and five at Alston Reservoirs on 15 Sept. None were seen in Rossendale.
Three successful pairs at MMWWT were the only confirmed breeding this year, although
there were 30 males and seven females on the RSPB’s Silverdale reserves, some of which
presumably nested.
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TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula
Common winter visitor, scarce breeder. Amber List (Species of European Conservation
Concern).
International importance 1200; national importance 901
Monthly peak counts
Jan
Pine Lake
105
Leighton Moss
62
Glasson/Conder 26
Fairhaven Lake
4
Brockholes
Wetland
35
Stocks Reservoir 34
Black Moss Res 19
Alston Res
/
Sands Lake
144
Seaforth
41
Prescot Reservoirs /

Feb
41
72
66
7

Mar
57
56
40
8

Apr
28
74
16
/

May
16
34
5
17

Jun
6
12
12
8

Jul
7
20
14
8

Aug
15
28
8
5

Sep
111
45
35
9

Oct
72
32
52
29

Nov
78
48
183
43

Dec
119
58
125
49

61
20
9
/
65
37
/

32
5
4
2
/
22
60

30
3
4
/
/
17
50

12
4
2
10
/
12
/

0
3
4
10
/
19
56

17
3
12
14
/
116
170

19
12
17
76
/
111
57

14
17
4
47
/
128
30

35
26
6
25
/
75
/

31
14
34
2
/
46
56

28
16
/
3
66
63
100

The only other three‐figure count was of 160 on Crosby Marine Lake on 3 Dec.
Seven pairs were at Marshside in late spring and early summer but no young were seen, all
breeding attempts having presumably failed. They were more successful at Fairhaven Lake where
five broods were seen with another four pairs failing. Six pairs bred at MMWWT, four probably at
Formby Hall Golf Course, two on Hesketh Out Marsh, two pairs were successful in the Pilling area
and one at Glasson Basin, five nested at Brockholes and two unsuccessfully at Belmont Reservoir.
Six pairs held territory on the Lune between Leck Beck and the Snab.

SCAUP Aythya marila
Uncommon winter visitor to coast in small numbers, scarce inland. Red List (declining
national winter population).
International importance 3100; national importance 76
Monthly peak counts
Jan
Seaforth
21

Feb
38

Mar
34

Apr
8

May
0

Jun
1

Jul
1

Aug
1

Sep
1

Oct
2

Nov
20

Dec
39

Numbers at Seaforth were very similar to the previous two years; a male arrived with the moulting
flock of male Tufted Ducks on 13 June and was probably present for the rest of the year.
Other Merseyside records were singles at Marshside on 22 March and 26‐27 Nov, two at
Prescot Reservoirs/Knowsley Safari Park on 24‐31 July, one off Formby Point on 16 Oct and three
off Ainsdale on 15 Nov, while in West Lancashire there was one at MMWWT on 10 Jan with two
there on 3 Oct and 13 Dec, and one at Mere Sands Wood on 26 Dec.
Singles at Lightfoot Green on 3‐11 Oct and Brockholes Wetland on 16 Oct and 31 Oct to 2
Nov were the only records in central Lancashire. A few were found further east: one at Lee Green
Reservoir sporadically to 2 March with probably the same at Walverden Reservoir on 6 Feb and 4‐
20 April, the female, first reported in 2001, at Dean Clough Reservoir between 6 Jan and 7 April,
and one at Alston Reservoirs on 24‐31 Oct.
Up to three were off Morecambe until 9 March, one off Jenny Brown’s Point on 15 Nov and
two off Hest Bank on 17 Dec, while on the Lune Estuary three were at Conder Pool/Glasson Basin
in January and February with up to five there in April up to the 29th and up to two from 28 Oct
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until the end of the year, and one at Aldcliffe on 25 Oct to 28 Nov where it was occasionally joined
by one of the Conder birds.
Other Fylde records were three at Cockersand on 19 March, singles off Rossall Point and
Blackpool in September, October and December, two on Fairhaven Lake on at least 14 Nov and 2
Dec, and one on Thornton ICI reservoir on 16 Nov.

AYTHYA HYBRIDS
The male Scaup‐type Pochard x Tufted Duck from 2007 remained at Stocks Reservoir until 13 Feb
and returned on 13 Aug, staying until the end of the year. Also at Stocks a female Ferruginous
Duck x Pochard was seen between 2 Jan and 2 Feb.
A male Lesser Scaup‐type was at Seaforth on 27‐28 Jan and returned with Tufted Ducks
and Scaup on 20 June, remaining until 15 July. A male Ring‐Necked Duck x Tufted Duck arrived at
Seaforth with an influx of mostly male Tufted Ducks on 20‐31 March; what appeared from
photographs to be the same bird was in Shetland on at least 20 April.
A female Pochard x Ferruginous Duck was at MMWWT on 1‐2 Jan, Pine Lake on 10 Oct,
Brockholes Wetland on 30 Oct with presumably the same bird at Marton Mere on 19‐24 Dec.

EIDER Somateria mollissima
Common winter visitor to Fylde coast and Morecambe Bay, scarce elsewhere. Scarce
breeder. Amber List (declining winter population).
International importance 12850; national importance 730
Monthly peak counts
Jan
MBS WeBS
35
Jenny Brown’s
Point
9
Morecambe
90
Fleetwood‐
Preesall
22
Ribble WeBS
0
Blackpool
1

Feb
68

Mar
53

Apr
180

May
85

Jun
91

Jul
208

Aug
3

Sep
10

Oct
59

Nov
64

Dec
30

35
116

16
108

34
140

28
23

2
3

8
33

/
29

/
66

4
46

1
10

/
63

56
4
4

49
53
16

42
50
19

35
75
7

30
8
0

/
34
0

5
114
0

44
11
0

22
14
4

51
11
35

132
5
33

The only records from south of the Ribble were two off Marshside on 10 March and three off
Formby on 21 March with one there on 22 June.
Counts of our main breeding population on the Ribble marshes came, as usual, mostly
from Lytham and Fairhaven; they included 53 on 9 March, 82 on 15 April and 74 on 4 Sept. On 8
June 14 females were seen in the Ribble channel with a total of 33 newly‐hatched young, while six
or seven broods totalling 32 young were seen off Lytham on 16 June, six females with 16 young
there on the 24th and 14 females with 35 young on 11 July.
Although breeding was not confirmed on the Lune Estuary, nine males and four females
were displaying at Glasson on 7 May.

LONG-TAILED DUCK Clangula hyemalis
Uncommon winter maritime visitor, rare inland.
A male was off Formby Point on the early date of 31 Aug and again on 6 Sept, with two there on 16
Oct, five on 12 Nov and one on the 16th. The only other records on the Sefton Coast was a male
which flew into the Mersey on 2 Oct and a female/immature at Seaforth and Crosby Marine Lake
from 14 Dec to the end of the year.
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The only Fylde records were one off Blackpool on 11 Sept with three there on 25 Nov and
three past Rossall Point on 25 Nov, but a first‐winter was on the Conder Pool and the Glasson
Branch of the Lancaster Canal on 9‐23 Nov. Further north, a female/immature was off Heysham on
11 Oct with a male there on 8 Nov, and this or another male at Leighton Moss on 9‐10 Nov.

COMMON SCOTER Melanitta nigra
Common visitor to Liverpool Bay, especially in winter, although main flocks are hardly
visible from land. Scarce migrant to inland waters. Amber List (localised winter
distribution).
International importance 16000; National importance 500
Monthly peak counts
Jan
Formby Point
/
Blackpool
1500
Rossall Point
4
Heysham
1

Feb
170
40
2
0

Mar
65
2500
35
4

Apr
420
50
101
200

May
22
23
45
145

Jun
26
17
0
0

Jul
38
125
0
0

Aug
850
4000
100
8

Sep
79
4000
43
0

Oct
850
3000
11
0

Nov
400
2000
159
1

Dec
3
650
13
7

Other offshore counts included 65 from Jenny Brown’s Point on 27 May, five at Lytham on 14 July,
50 from Barnaby’s Sands on 17 Aug when 65 were also seen off Marshside, 23 at Fairhaven on 23
Aug and 500 at St. Anne’s on 16 Nov. A handful were seen near the coast throughout the year: one
briefly at Marshside on 26 Feb, singles on Marton Mere on 3 April and 31 Aug with two there on
29 June, three at Aldcliffe on 3 April and singles at Skippool Creek on 9 July and Conder Pool on
26‐30 Oct.
As usual, passage birds dropped in to inland reservoirs during spring and autumn. A male
was on Eccleston Mere on 23‐29 March, one on Prescot Reservoirs and two on Alston Reservoirs on
the 27th, one at Rowley Lake on the 27‐28th and three Foulridge Reservoirs on the 29th. April saw
two at Stocks Reservoir on the 8th then no more appeared until one at the same site on 7‐9 June
with two there on the 23rd and singles on Clowbridge Reservoir on the 10‐11th and Foulridge on
the 26th. Nine circled Brockholes Wetland during bad weather on 18 July with a single female on
site the same day; singles were at Alston on 3 Aug, Barrowford and Dean Clough Reservoirs on
the 10th, Stocks on the 11th and Fishmoor Reservoir on the 29th.The last passage birds were
singles at Dean Clough on 1 Sept and Taylor Park, St. Helens on the 14th.

SURF SCOTER* Melanitta perspicillata
Vagrant.
An adult male was off Blackpool on 16 Nov (M Jones) and was seen again on the 18th. The chances
are that it wintered with the Common Scoter flocks but, despite much seawatching effort, was not
seen again.
It becomes the county’s third, previous records being a first‐winter male shot at Lytham in
December 1882 and an adult male at Mere Sands Wood on 23 October 2002.

VELVET SCOTER Melanitta fusca
Uncommon winter visitor.
As usual, the majority of records were in Liverpool Bay, mainly off the Fylde coast where one was
off Rossall Point on 14 May, one off Blackpool on 11 Sept with three there on 16 Nov, eight (seven
males) on the 18th and singles on the 19th & 25th. Formby Point had four records during the year
with singles on 6 Jan, 2 & 16 Oct and five on 12 Nov.
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Just two were seen in Morecambe Bay: a male off Heysham on 24 April and a female off
Jenny Brown’s Point on 2 May.

GOLDENEYE Bucephala clangula
Common winter visitor.
International importance 11500; national importance 249
Monthly peak counts
Jan
Glasson
60
Seaforth
22
Brockholes
10
Fairhaven Lake
7
Alston Res
22
Prescot Res
/
Leighton Moss
12

Feb
100
23
37
6
25
21
9

Mar
45
40
46
4
17
28
20

Apr
3
41
14
/
10
30
23

May
0
1
0
0
0
0
0

Jun
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Jul
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Aug
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Sep
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Oct
0
6
5
0
6
6
1

Nov
63
21
8
7
21
19
11

Dec
109
37
6
15
33
23
14

As usual, few were seen away from the main sites although low single figures were seen on most
waterbodies. Peaks included twelve at Cockersand and ten at Fleetwood in January, 15 at Marton
Mere, twelve at MMWWT, nine at Wood End Sewage Works and eight at Clowbridge Reservoir in
February, 14 at Little Singleton and twelve at Stocks Reservoir in March, and ten at Parsonage
Reservoir in November.

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus serrator
Fairly common coastal winter visitor. Scarce breeder inland.
International importance 1700; national importance 98
Monthly peak counts
Jan
MBS WeBS
51

Feb
51

Mar
73

Apr
45

May
16

Jun
7

Jul
5

Aug
1

Sep
4

Oct
37

Nov
57

Dec
55

Seawatching from Formby Point was only moderately productive with monthly peaks of four on 6
Jan, 18 on 19 Feb, 17 on 21 March, seven on 1 May, and twelve on 16 Oct and 12 Nov. In contrast,
an unprecedented flock of 29 was off Heysham on 24 March with 19 there the next day.
Elsewhere, singles were at Seaforth on 7 Jan, 24‐26 Feb and 14 Nov, a pair at Foulridge
Reservoirs on 4 May, one at Mere Sands Wood in mid‐December and a male on the Lune at
Arkholme on 11 Dec.
The first male at Stocks Reservoir on 6 Jan was followed by a pair on the 16th, which were
reported regularly thereafter. By 8 March there were two pairs, then three on the 23rd. The year’s
highest count was seven (3 pairs and a male) on 8 and 13 April. Up to four males and a female
were seen in May and five males on 9 June, so at least eight (5m 3f) must have been present at one
time or another. A female was seen with two juveniles on 12 & 16 July but there were no
subsequent reports; did they perish or did she take them elsewhere? The next report was of an
eclipse male on 2 Aug followed by a single redhead from 4 Aug to 20 Sept. A pair, with the male in
full breeding plumage, was reported on 21‐28 Nov but not thereafter.
Aggregate counts in the Chorley area were never more than twelve.
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GOOSANDER Mergus merganser
Fairly common and increasing winter visitor especially in the east. Scarce breeder.
International importance 2700; national importance 161
Monthly peak counts
Jan
Delph Res
36
Alston Res
23
Clowbridge Res
/
Fishmoor Res
15
Dockacres
complex
19
Lune
21

Feb
23
8
7
4

Mar
7
10
2
9

Apr
1
6
0
0

May
0
26
0
0

Jun
0
0
0
0

Jul
0
0
0
0

Aug
0
1
1
0

Sep
0
3
3
0

Oct
2
6
5
0

Nov
12
32
4
14

Dec
29
30
14
26

3
21

1
21

0
14

0
31

0
12

0
27

0
24

0
13

4
15

41
16

11
14

There was a large number of records away from the main sites outside of the breeding season at
widespread sites from the Ribble northwards. These included 34 on Yarrow Reservoir on 11 Feb,
26 at Cartford Bridge on 23 March, 25 on Wayoh Reservoir on 21 Dec, eleven at Myerscough
Quarry on 4 Jan, on the Ribble at Frenchwood on 8 Feb, on Copperwood Lodge, Chorley on 6 Dec
and on the Lune at Glasson on 22 Dec, ten at MMWWT in late August and at Shortclough
Reservoir on 9 Nov, eight on the Ribble at Avenham Park on 27 Dec and seven on Lower
Rivington Reservoir on 5 Feb and at Brockholes Wetland in May.
The Lune Waterways Bird Survey revealed a total of 16 territorial pairs between Kirkby
Lonsdale and Skerton Weir, one pair down on 2007 but there were only three nesting attempts
between Leck Beck and Arkholme compared with seven in 2007, where two broods totalling 19
young were recorded. Birds were reported in the breeding season on the Irwell in Rossendale
(where breeding was confirmed) and on several stretches of the Wyre, Ribble, Calder and Hodder
and various tributaries, with breeding confirmed at all of these.

RUDDY DUCK Oxyura jamaicensis
Decreasing winter visitor and scarce breeder.
Monthly peak counts (full‐grown birds)
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
Fleetwood
Marsh NP
0
2
1
3
Marton Mere
5
2
2
8
Marshside
0
0
4
6
Prescot Res
10
6
/
/

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

/
5
5
/

/
2
4
1

/
3
6
1

/
4
7
1

4
4
2
/

4
4
2
/

/
3
1
/

/
3
1
27

Two pairs bred at Marton Mere with initial broods of six and four but apparently just two fledged.
Although moderate numbers were at Marshside for much of the year the only evidence of
breeding was a brood of eight in August and early September. No information was received from
Knowsley Park, traditionally the county’s major breeding site, but the records from the adjacent
Prescot Reservoirs in the table are perhaps suggestive of successful breeding by several pairs.
Other possible breeding sites were Myerscough Quarry (although only two males were
seen there throughout the year with four birds in September), Longton Brickcroft (where there
were four males on 20 April and two birds on 21 Dec), a pond in the west of the Chorley area (a
pair present during spring), MMWWT (four present in January and May and a pair in June),
Formby Hall Golf Course (three birds in June) and Brockholes Wetland (a pair present in April and
May but no records after that).
The only other records were of a male on Pine Lake on 3 Jan with a female there on 15‐16
Oct, one at Leighton Moss in April with two males there in May, a female at Seaforth on 22‐23
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May, a male there on 31 May to 7 June and a juvenile on 26 Aug to 13 Sept, and a male on
Fairhaven Lake on 14‐31 Dec.
It appears that the government’s eradication programme continues to have a significant
impact on the county population.

RED GROUSE Lagopus lagopus
Common breeding resident. Red List (breeding decline).
Systematic spring counts on a number of Bowland estates by the Game and Wildlife Conservation
Trust showed another increase in grouse stocks with a mean density of 44 birds/100ha, up from
35/100ha in 2007 and more than double the density of 18.5/ha in 2005. However, it was reported
that ‘because of ticks, louping ill and avian predators’ there would ‘not be huge numbers’ for the
shooting season although there may be ‘a few exceptions such as Burn Moor and Fourstones
Moor’. The only shooting record received concerned a day total of 174 from one of the Abbeystead
beats in August.
There was an increase this year in casual records from Bowland with reports received from
32 areas of fell with notably 41 on Totridge Fell on 13 Feb, 30 in the Langden Valley on 26 April, 20
in Croasdale on 26 July, 20+ in Bleasdale on 21 Sept and 17 at Bowland Knotts on 19 Oct. Several
records were also received from the outlying Leck Fell, Caton Moor and Waddington Fells.
The maximum count from Pendle was five on 9 Feb whilst elsewhere in east Lancashire
there were good counts of 50+ on Crow Hill on 17 Aug and over 100 seen during a shoot on
Stiperden Moor on 11 Oct.
In the West Pennine Moors, birds were seen at much lower altitudes than for many years,
including one near Belmont Reservoir at only 280m above sea level on 22 March. Gamekeepers on
Darwen Moor estimated the breeding population there at 160 pairs including 25 pairs on Turton
Moor but the breeding season there was poor due to the wet spring weather with only 350+ seen
during a shoot on 12 Aug. Shoots on neighbouring moors resulted in 150 seen on Anglezarke Moor
on 14 Aug and 30+ on Belmont Moor on 16 Aug.

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa
Fairly common breeding resident. Population supplemented by regular releases in most
areas.
As with Pheasants, it is known that very large numbers of this species are being released annually
on shooting estates throughout the county (reportedly 18000 in 2008 on two estates alone) with
relatively few being reported later by birdwatchers. Given this scale of releases it is hardly
surprising that the species was reported at nearly 100 locations from all corners of the county.
However, breeding records are still noteworthy and this was reported from a mere four sites in
2008, namely Cockersand and Fluke Hall beside the Lune Estuary, Whittington in the Lune Valley
and Eccleston near Chorley; perhaps highlighting the unsuitable habitat into which these birds are
often released.
The peak count in the north was 25 on Silverdale Moss on 20 Nov with a total of 20 from
Whittington on 10 Feb. The highlights of 104 records from the Fylde were counts of 98 at Pilling, 34
at Treales and 20 at Glasson. The species was reported from 14 locations in Bowland and east
Lancashire with over 300 at Bleasdale on 21 Sept by far the highest count received. Sixteen were at
Eccleston near Chorley on 16 Jan whilst in the West Pennine Moors there were 60 at Belmont
Reservoir on 13 Jan and the Darwen Moor gamekeeper estimated nine pairs on territory along the
moor edges in spring following releases in 2007. Birds were widespread on the south‐west mosses
with peaks at Rufford of 30 on 12 Feb and 40 on 2 Nov, 25 at two sites in the Martin Mere area in
January and February, 26 at Mere Sands Wood in January and 20 near Churchtown on 19 Feb.
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Sixty‐six were in Knowsley Park on 28 Oct whilst from the St. Helens area there were counts of 41
near Rainford on 16 Aug, 20 on Catchdale Moss on 27 Dec with seven on a traffic island on the
Rainford by‐pass on 15 March maintaining the species’ reputation for turning up in bizarre
locations.

GREY PARTRIDGE Perdix perdix
Common but declining resident in the south and west. Red List (breeding decline).
The last thing that this red‐listed species needed was the poor weather that occurred at the peak
hatching time for the second successive year. The general feeling from observers was one of
reduced numbers, which was highlighted by the first year of atlas fieldwork that recorded this
species in 147 tetrads in 2008 (when more than half of the suitable areas were covered) compared
with the total of 491 tetrads during the whole of the 1997‐2000 Atlas.
However, given that a total of 342 records were received (371 in 2007 ) from 122 locations
(154 in 2007), Lancashire’s Grey Partridge population must still be the envy of many other
counties.
In the north, releases were undoubtedly responsible for the largest coveys seen around
Silverdale for several years, the biggest of which was 18 on 14 Nov. The main sites in the north
however remained the Cockersand/Aldcliffe area where birds were seen throughout the year with
a maximum of 17 at Jeremy Lane on 17 Oct.
The Fylde remains a county stronghold with 169 records (142 in 2007) from 30 locations (25
in 2007) albeit only four broods (eight in 2007) were seen. The largest counts were 36 at Roseacre
on 6 Feb, 23 on Rawcliffe Moss on 12 Jan, 20 on Lytham Moss on 25 Nov, twelve on Warton Marsh
on 4 July and five pairs at Pilling in the spring. In the Preston/Chorley area the highlight was 30 on
Croston Moss on New Year’s Day; low single‐figure counts were also received from Brockholes,
Bretherton, Farington Moss, Anglezarke and Rivington whilst a one at Lower Burgh was the first
there since 1997. The moorland‐edge populations in the West Pennine Moors were much reduced
with gamekeepers estimating only three pairs around Belmont in spring (nine pairs in 2007),
however, a pair at Delph Reservoir on 1 Sept was the observer’s first record there in 45 years.
Sightings were down in east Lancashire with only 25 records (42 in 2007) from 17 sites (25
in 2007) and whilst coveys of six were reported from Thursden on 22 Aug and Tosside on 22 Nov,
Wycoller was clearly a stronghold with at least three pairs in April and two broods totalling eleven
young seen later.
There was a resurgence of this species at Marshside with up to five in the early year, at
least one pair breeding and eight reported on 20 Sept whilst coveys of 16 and ten were seen on the
adjacent saltmarsh in December. Nearby, 18 were on Hesketh Out Marsh on 5 Feb and at least two
pairs bred there with one brood of twelve seen later with eight at Longton on 27 Jan. Highlights
from the south‐west mosses were eleven at Low Meadows on 7 Nov, nine on Warpers Moss on 8
Jan and eight on Burscough Moss on 19 Feb but unfortunately no records were again received
from the shooting estates of Halsall and Altcar which are known to manage their land actively for
Grey Partridge.
Along the Sefton coast there were pairs at Cabin Hill and on Birkdale Green Beach in the
early year with the St. Helens area recording a mere ten reports (44 in 2007) with 17 on the Old
Coach Road on 9 Aug and eleven near Rainford on 28 Sept the highlights. A good population
exists in the Oglet‐Speke‐Halewood area of south Liverpool with seven calling birds prior to the
breeding season, eight young seen at Oglet on 20 July and 31 seen there on Christmas Day.
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QUAIL Coturnix coturnix
Scarce summer visitor to west, often in influxes. Occasional evidence of localised
escapees. Amber List (Species of European Conservation Concern).
Insomniac birders would do well to take note of recent research in Norfolk that has revealed that
this secretive species is best located during the second‐half of June with the key survey time being
the two hours before dawn when birds sing vociferously.
In Lancashire 2008 was a ‘Quail year’ with 38 singing birds reported from 21 sites – easily
the best year since 1997 when records totalled 50.
The first calling bird was reported on 14 May from Downholland Moss. A further eight
sites in the south‐west produced another 15 singing birds including three on Sefton Meadows on
19 May, three on Croston Moss on 6 June, three near Longton on 13 July, two on Plex Moss on 18
May with single calling birds from Scarisbrick, Sollom, Formby Moss and Hesketh Bank from May
to July.
Thirty records received from the Fylde which, allowing for duplication, probably consisted
of 16 singing birds from nine sites. First was one at Roseacre on 22 May with subsequent calling
birds reported from Pilling (two on 24 June) Eagland Hill (three in June and July) and single
calling birds from five other sites. Rawcliffe Moss however, eclipsed all other Fylde sites, with five
calling on 28 June and three still calling on 23 July plus the last county record for the year of a
single on 15 Aug.
Further north an impressive four were calling on Cockerham Moss on 7 July with the
intriguing run of records from the eastern uplands continuing for the sixth year with singing birds
reported from Parsonage Reservoir on 1 June and near Newton‐in‐Bowland on 3 July.

PHEASANT Phasianus colchicus
Common resident. Population maintained at a high level in many areas by releases.
The scale of releases on many estates throughout Lancashire was recently estimated by one of the
county’s professional gamekeepers possibly to exceed 100000 birds annually. Given that figure, the
count of 1000+ in Bleasdale on 21 Sept seems less surprising than the huge number of birds that
must ‘disappear’ into the wider countryside (or game larder!) seemingly to be overlooked by the
county’s birdwatchers.
In north Lancashire, 300 were reported at Claughton on 13 Aug, 65 at Leighton Moss on 9
Sept, 58 on Silverdale Moss on 4 Nov and 50 at Whittington on 10 Feb, whilst Warton Crag
recorded six breeding pairs. The Fylde reported 60 at Singleton on 3 Dec, 41 on Rawcliffe Moss on
8 Nov and 22 at Carr House Green on 21 May, whilst in east Lancashire and Bowland counts of up
to 20 were commonplace with a maximum of 30+ in Little Bowland on 26 Sept.
In the south‐west, large scale releases in Knowsley Park resulted in many pale/partial
albino birds with 90 ‘common’ pheasants on 28 Oct, small numbers were seen throughout the year
in the Speke, Oglet, Halewood and Garston areas of south Liverpool, five pairs bred on Hesketh
Out Marsh, three pairs on Freshfield Dune Heath and 30 were at MMWWT on 19 Jan.
In the West Pennine Moors there were 100+ near Belmont Reservoir on 19 Oct with 14
white (not albino) males nearby in November. Two colour‐ringed males at Belmont Reservoir in
October had been released some 4km distant at Anglezarke in August and there were ten birds at
White Coppice on 11 May.
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RED-THROATED DIVER Gavia stellata
Fairly common winter visitor and spring passage migrant. Scarce inland.
International importance 10000; national importance 50
As usual small numbers were present in January with birds seen on four days off Heysham and
peaks for the month of eight off Rossall Point and ten off Blackpool. Small numbers continued to
be seen at both sites in February, including 21 off Blackpool on the 18th. Increased numbers began
to appear off Formby Point in the same month with maxima of 24 on the 9th and 29 on the 19th.
Moderate numbers continued to trickle past all coastal sites almost daily throughout
March, April and May; the largest movements came at the end of March (13 at Heysham on 24th,
28 at Rossall Point on the 26th, 28 and 19 at Blackpool on the 26th and 31st respectively), and in the
middle of April (up to 30 off the Blackpool‐Rossall coast on the 13‐17th). In May figures dropped
quickly with single figures reported from six sites and the last seen on 22 June off Jenny Brown’s
Point.
The first returning birds off Rossall Point on 11 Aug and Formby Point on the 31st were
followed by small numbers at both these sites in September with singles also appearing off
Heysham and Blackpool and a minimum of three at Jenny Brown’s Point on the 29th. During
October twelve were counted during a seawatch off Formby Point on the 26th and six off Rossall
on the 3rd with five there on the 8th. Five were in the Mersey Mouth on 1 Oct with three there on
the 2nd.
Starr Gate, Blackpool was the most prolific site in November with 33 bird‐days reported on
four dates. Ten were at Formby Point on the 12th and seven at Rossall on the 22nd. Heysham
recorded birds on five dates with a peak count of three on the 15th and 30th. Large numbers
continued to be seen from Starr Gate in December with 47 on the 1st, 30 on the 28th, and 70 on the
26th. Heysham reported figures similar to the ‘old days’ with 47 bird‐days recorded on 14 dates,
including 16 on the 23rd, five on the 11th and seven on the 31st.

BLACK-THROATED DIVER Gavia arctica
Uncommon annual winter visitor, mostly on coast.
It was a typical year with a handful of sightings the length of the coast. Three were off Jenny
Brown’s Point on 25 March followed by one off Blackpool on 9 April and another off Rossall Point
on 13 May.
There was just one sighting at the other end of the year when one was off Rossall Point on
25 Nov.

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER Gavia immer
Scarce winter visitor, mostly on coast.
Five were seen this year, typically all singles. There was only one record in the first winter, one off
Blackpool on 23 Jan.
At the latter end of the year a juvenile, or winter‐plumaged adult, was seen during a
Formby Point seawatch on 26 Oct, with individuals off Blackpool on 30 Nov and Rossall Point on
27 Dec.
For the third year running there was a long staying individual inland – this time at Prescot
Reservoirs where a juvenile stayed from 22 Dec to the end of the year.
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LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis
Uncommon but increasing breeding bird. Fairly common in winter.
International importance 3400; national importance 78.
An interesting collection of records this year – no doubt due to the continuing national and local
atlas fieldwork. Records were received from over 50 sites with juveniles reported from more than
25. However, the record of the year must be that of a pair that was washed out six times at
Parsonage Reservoir before going on to hatch four young and fledge three at the end of August.
Myerscough Quarry held the highest numbers virtually throughout the year with counts
reaching 20 on 13 Aug, 27 on 3 Sept and 16 on 2Oct. Other sites with good numbers, all post‐
breeding, were Prescot Reservoirs (14 on 17 Oct), Marton Mere (twelve on 3 Sept), Seaforth (twelve
in September), Thornton ICI pools (eleven on 30 Aug) and Condor Pool (ten in October and
November). Sites with counts of up to nine at some time in the year were Fleetwood Marsh,
Lightfoot Green, Fairhaven Lake, Mythop, Marshside, Mere Sands Wood, Leighton Moss and the
Eric Morecambe complex. The majority of other sites held either individual birds or single pairs.
A minimum of 35 juveniles were recorded during the year although this is almost certainly
an underestimate as breeding was documented at 18 sites with unknown outcomes. Middleton
Industrial Estate reported most juveniles with eight from four pairs; six were at Myerscough
Quarry, four at Wood End Sewage Works and High Bullough Reservoir, and three at Parsonage
Reservoir, Astley Park, Brockholes Wetland and Pinfold Pond Ainsdale.
The most unusual record was one at sea off Jenny Brown’s Point on 1 Nov.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus
Uncommon but increasing breeding bird. Common in winter with concentrations in
Morecambe Bay.
International importance 4800; national importance 159.
Monthly peak counts
Jan
MBS WeBS
22
Formby Point
/
Foulridge Res
18
Eccleston Mere
10

Feb
11
76
9
12

Mar
10
1
26
12

Apr
15
1
10
/

May
13
31
8
/

Jun
8
3
/
/

Jul
8
2
25
15

Aug
17
3
4
20

Sep
16
/
/
15

Oct
21
10
4
/

Nov
29
6
5
/

Dec
39
/
6
18

This year was marked by many failed breeding attempts due to fluctuating water levels. Breeding
was reported as taking place or being attempted at over 30 sites. Sites holding five juveniles were
Mill Lodge, Rishton and Stocks Reservoir, while Preesall Flashes, Marton Mere, Stanley Park
Blackpool, Glasson Basin, Downholland Moss, Barrow Upper Lodge, Heapey Lodges, Anglezarke
Reservoir and Cuerden Valley Park all reported two or more juveniles, with at least another three
sites reporting one juvenile and the rest all with, sometimes repeated, failed breeding attempts.
Birds were reported from over 100 different locations outside the breeding season. Peaks in
the early year included 47 off Blackpool in January, 26 at Foulridge Reservoirs, 40 at Mere Sands
Wood and 13 off Jenny Brown’s Point in March, counts in the low twenties at Carr Mill Dam and
Mere Sands Wood in April, and 20 off Jenny Brown’s Point and 13 at Cockersand in May. Seventy‐
six were off the coast at Formby Point on 19 Feb with 31 there on 17 May.
Post‐breeding dispersal produced counts of 20 each at Prescot Reservoirs and Eccleston
Mere and 15 off Pilling Marsh.
Notable second winter peaks were 40 off Blackpool on 26 Dec, 13 on Pine Lake on 1 Dec,
twelve on Crosby Marine Lake on 22 Nov, and nine at Jenny Brown’s Point on 14 Dec and
Brockholes Wetland in October.
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SLAVONIAN GREBE Podiceps auritus
Scarce winter visitor
Only two records this year. A long‐staying individual was at Barrow Lower Lodge from 13 Jan to
19 Feb with almost certainly the same bird at Foulridge Upper Reservoir on 16‐17 Feb; and one
was recorded during a seawatch from Formby Point on 19 Feb.

BLACK-NECKED GREBE Podiceps nigricollis
Scarce visitor, mostly in spring and autumn.
International importance: 2800. National importance: 50.
An increased number of sightings this year although none were seen in the first half of the year.
The first was a juvenile at Prescot Reservoirs and Knowsley Safari Park on 3 July to 19
Aug, another juvenile at Seaforth on 7‐8 July and one at Brockholes Wetland on the 7‐9th, were
followed by single juveniles at Marton Mere on the 17‐19th, Conder Green on 1 & 14‐18 Sept and
Barnacre Reservoir on 20‐26 Sept.
Two on Prescot Reservoirs on 19 Aug with one remaining from 28 Aug to 5 Sept and one at
Seaforth on 31 Aug were the only definite adults recorded.

FULMAR Fulmarus glacialis
Fairly common on coasts in late summer and early autumn during onshore winds.
Sightings continued to be few and far between with no double‐figure counts at all during the year;
most records were of single birds.
Two were off Heysham and one off Knott End on 9 Jan – with singles at Heysham on two
further days during January. A blue morph flew out of the Mersey on 1 Feb and two were off
Blackpool on the 22nd.
There were nine records of singles during March to May off Formby Point, Blackpool,
Rossall Point and Heysham with three at the latter site on 1 May and two on the 30th.
Seven were off Heysham and two off Blackpool on 19 June but almost all subsequent
records (from Seaforth to Jenny Brown’s Point) were of singles, with the exception of three off
Heysham on 19 July with two there on 26‐27 Aug, and six off Blackpool on 19 Aug. None were
seen during September and the last of the year were singles off Crosby Coastal Park on 10 Oct and
Formby Point on the 16th, and one off Marshside on the 21st.

MANX SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus
Common offshore in late summer‐autumn, especially during onshore winds.
Spring passage began with five off Heysham on 18 April and 47 off Formby Point on the 24th.
Numbers increased sharply, particularly off the Fylde coast, at the end of the month when 56 were
off Blackpool on the 28th with a least 200 there on the 30th and 60 off Rossall Point on the 29th.
Fewer were seen elsewhere with peaks of 18 off Formby Point on 1 May and 32 off Heysham on
the 6th. The last sizeable spring count was of 20 off Rossall on 24 May.
Some lingered in Liverpool Bay throughout the summer with peaks of 42 off Formby on the
16th and 31 off Blackpool on the 18th but the return passage appeared to get underway in mid‐July
with 56 off Blackpool on the 14th with 156 there on the 24th, and 42 off Formby on the 16th with
273 there on the 19th. Birds continued to be seen in increasing numbers during August,
culminating on the 22nd when there were 3000 sightings from Formby Point; as always with
seabird counts at this time of year it is impossible to know how many of these were duplicated but
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nonetheless it seems almost certain that this was a county record. Peaks off the Fylde Coast were
more modest: 340 off Rossall on 19 Aug and 239 off Blackpool on the 24th.
Sixteen off Heysham on 25 Aug was the largest autumn count in Morecambe Bay.
Counts fell rapidly to single figures at all sites in September apart from 47 at Formby Point
on the 1st, 916 at Ainsdale on the 3rd, ten at Rossall on the 9th and twelve at Blackpool on the 12th.
The last were off Formby on the 26th.

EUROPEAN STORM-PETREL Hydrobates pelagicus
Uncommon offshore in late summer and autumn.
It was another lean year with just a couple of double‐figure counts.
The first were two off Rossall Point on 17 June two off Formby Point on the 22nd and one at
Fleetwood Docks the following day. No more were seen until mid‐July, beginning with one off
Heysham on the 15‐16th, two off Formby Point and on the Mersey at Seaforth on the 16th with
three there the next day when two(s) were also seen from Rossall and Blackpool. Numbers then
began to build with up to two at Heysham on 18 July with six sightings there the next day, five off
Formby on the 18th, 13 in the mouth of the Mersey on the 19th and 31 there on the 21st.
The last coastal sighting was one off Heysham on 25 Aug but the last was a remarkable
record of one found freshly dead in Newton‐in‐Bowland on 28 Oct.

LEACH’S STORM-PETREL Oceanodroma leucorhoa
Fairly common offshore in variable numbers during September and October gales.
A fairly typical year. The first was in the Mersey Narrows on 19 July but there were no more until
two off Ainsdale 29 Aug and one on the Mersey the following day.
It was another month before the next influx: five were off Rossall Point/Knott End and
Heysham, and one in the Mersey Narrows on 30 Sept, but the largest count came on 1 Oct when
there were 100+ sightings from Seaforth/Crosby Coastal Park; 30 or more remained the following
day and a few lingered until the 3rd and 4th, Surprisingly, only one or two were reported from
elsewhere on the Sefton Coast and just singles off Lytham and Blackpool during this period.
The last of the year was off Formby Point on 18 Oct.

GANNET Morus bassanus
Common summer and autumn visitor offshore in variable numbers. Scarce in winter.
Spring passage started in March with records from all the main seawatching sites: singles at
Heysham on the 1st and 30th and Blackpool on the 10th, and 21 at Formby Point on the 21st.
Figures rose in April with peaks of six at Blackpool on the 1st, 20 off Rossall Point on the 13th and
18 at Formby on the 24th; birds were reported off Heysham for most of the month reaching a peak
of five on the 26th and 28th.
Counts continued to rise in May with records at Heysham most days and a peak count of
40 on the 31st. Regular single‐figure counts were made at Rossall Point/Knott End and double
figures off Blackpool with a peak of 34 there on 13 May; 62 on 1 May was the largest spring count
from Formby Point.
Summering birds were seen frequently off the Sefton and Fylde coasts and in Morecambe
Bay in June, with peaks of 71 at Formby on the 20th, 15 off Blackpool on the 18th and 34 off
Heysham on the 14th.
Return passage began in earnest in mid‐July with numbers of birds feeding in and passing
through Liverpool Bay peaking in August but with still substantial numbers remaining in
September. The largest counts included 248 on 19 July and 325 on 22 Aug off Formby Point, 144 on
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10 Aug and 87 on 29 Sept off Rossall Point, and 70 off Blackpool on 19 Aug. Low numbers were
seen regularly off Heysham but 37 there on 10 Aug and 41 on the 14th were the only double‐figure
counts in Morecambe Bay. The last of the year was off Formby Point on 12 Nov.
The only inland record was a second‐calendar‐year bird on Lower Foulridge Reservoir on
12‐14 and 19‐20 July.

CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo
Common and increasing on coasts and estuaries. Local but increasing inland.
International importance 1200; National importance 230
Monthly peak counts
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
MBS WeBS
104
69
110
78
32
18
Ribble WeBS
356
504
355
226
144
54
48
Alt WeBS*
950
264
200
313
171
Seaforth
892
170
275
433
190
70
Stocks Res
25
58
34
21
17
10
*Including Seaforth, Crosby Marine Lake and Formby Point

Jul
38
114
73
150
25

Aug
74
144
344
160
31

Sep
202
407
1143
623
52

Oct
171
417
696
500
31

Nov
149
623
781
516
42

Dec
90
357
504
350
30

The Lancashire sector of Liverpool Bay continues to be of international importance for Cormorants
in autumn and winter as exemplified by the WeBS totals for the Ribble and Alt Estuaries of 1306 in
January, 1550 in September and 1404 in November, the largest of these representing 6.7% of the
British population and around 1% of the world population of nominate carbo. Recoveries of ringed
birds over the years have confirmed a rapid post‐breeding movement into the bay from colonies
throughout Britain, particularly from Puffin Island off Anglesey, the Pembrokeshire coast, the
Solway Estuary, western, south‐eastern and north‐eastern Scotland, but with smaller but regular
numbers from eastern Ireland, inland colonies in the south‐east of England and northern France.
Moreover, regular monitoring of the length of stay of colour‐ringed birds at the main roost site at
Seaforth suggests that the total number of birds using Liverpool Bay at some time during the
winter may be significantly in excess of the peak counts. Hopefully, the county’s importance for
Cormorants will gain some recognition with the proposed designation of Liverpool Bay as a
Marine Special Protection Area.
Inland counts away from Stocks Reservoir included 37 at Hurst Green on 15 Dec, 31 at
Upper Rivington Reservoir on 20 Jan, 29 at MMWWT in February and on Upper Rivington
Reservoir in October, 28 at Foulridge Reservoirs in December, 27 at Whitemoor Reservoir on 10
Feb, 23 at Prescot Reservoirs in March, 16 at Rishton Reservoir on 24 Feb, 15 at Mere Sands Wood
in November and 14 at Brockholes Wetland on 8 March.
Birds were reported from 40 sites in east Lancashire throughout the year and there is little
doubt that numbers inland are continuing slowly to increase. Despite the difficulties in
identification, it was thought that at least eight birds of the sinensis sub‐species, which now breeds
numerously alongside nominate carbo on inland waters in south‐eastern England, were present at
Stocks Reservoir during the year (Mike Watson pers. com.). It is perhaps likely that more birds on
Lancashire’s reservoirs are also potential tree‐nesters and that colonisation may not be too far off.
Single sinensis birds were reported at Marton Mere on 24‐26 Feb and Miller Park, Preston
on 22 Oct and 16 Dec.

SHAG Phalacrocorax aristotelis
Uncommon but probably increasing on coasts. Most records are of immatures.
Apart from single juveniles seen offshore at Heysham on 22 April and 28 May, and Formby Point
on 24 April, all records were as usual part of the autumnal influx. This year, however, the influx
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was not storm‐assisted, suggesting a possible change to the pattern of dispersal. All records were
considered to be of juveniles.
Heysham Harbour, Morecambe and Rossall Point provided most of the year’s records. One
was at Rossall on 11 Aug, increasing to four on 27 Sept before falling again to at least two in most
months until the end of the year. One or two were seen at Morecambe from August to December,
but Heysham provided the most records with one in August, four and six seen on 27 and 29 Sept
respectively, increasing to eleven on 1 Oct with eight there on 3 Oct, up to five in November and
one or two in December.
One off Formby Point on 24 Aug was the only other record.

BITTERN Botaurus stellaris
Rare breeding bird at Leighton Moss, uncommon winter visitor there and elsewhere.
Red List (rare breeder; Species of European Conservation Concern).
Counts at Leighton Moss in the winter periods included five in mid‐February and six in mid‐
December. There was again some evidence of probable continental or east coast birds leaving in
the spring following ‘gull‐calling’ displays.

In the breeding season there was again one booming male, with at least a couple of females
present. The presumed breeding females were considered to include one or both of the two
siblings ringed as pulli at Leighton in 2000. No detailed information on breeding success was
received but flight registrations suggested that at least one bird nested. Nearby, one dropped in to
Haweswater on 17 June. In early 2009 a rehabilitated male was released at the reserve having been
picked up at Bamber Bridge, Preston, more details will follow in next year’s report but suffice to
say at this stage that it may offer hope for the longer term survival of the precarious Leighton
breeding population.
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It was a poor year at Marton Mere by recent standards. There were perhaps just two in both
winter periods, with records until 4 March and again from 26 September. An unconfirmed report
of one came from Mere Sands Wood on 16 Jan. There was one at MMWWT on 4 Oct, and on 26
Nov one was flushed from below Sunnyhurst Hey Reservoir before flying south. Records remain
very scarce away from Leighton Moss and Marton Mere, particularly if Mere Sands Wood and
MMWWT are also removed from the equation.

NIGHT HERON* Nycticorax nycticorax
Rare passage migrant.
The county’s seventeenth record was an adult roosting at Mere Sands Wood on at least 12‐15 Feb,
8‐16 March and 21 April (Mr. and Mrs. Hayes et al).
Any Night Heron in Lancashire and North Merseyside attracts a lot of attention, but this
bird was particularly popular as it showed characteristics of the north American race hoactli. An
escapee origin therefore remains distinctly probable, but it is not entirely inconceivable that this
bird crossed the Atlantic in a previous autumn and remained undetected for several months.

LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta
Uncommon but increasing visitor, mainly to coastal marshes.
Monthly peak counts
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Ribble WeBS
18
20
17
7
3
1
1
16
North Ribble1
23
25
24
10
5
/
/
60
Leighton Moss2
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
48
3
12
/
/
8
/
/
/
16
Pilling area
1 Feeding mostly at Warton Marsh, roosting at Freckleton Naze Pool
2 Feeding mostly on Carnforth Marsh, roosting Island Mere at LM
3 Feeding on Pilling Marsh, roosting at Fluke Hall and Preesall

Sep
50
87
/
14

Oct
22
12
/
25

Nov
37
12
43
19

Dec
23
/
/
15

Some smaller counts from the above sites may have been omitted inadvertently but the pattern of
ever‐increasing wintering numbers with a gap in the breeding season then a large post‐breeding
influx is clear. Once more the county record was eclipsed, the new high water mark being 87 at
Freckleton Naze Pool on 15 Sept.
At Marshside the peak count on the reserve was 17 in November, but with birds on the
outer marsh there were up to 32 in the area. Many of these roosted at Southport Marine Lake,
where roost counts included twelve in January, 33 in November and 20 in December. At other
well‐watched sites on the coast a marked increase was noted at Heysham, with regular use of the
saltmarsh peaking at four on 16 Oct. One or two birds were seen at MMWWT in five months, and
there were records of one to two birds in three months at Seaforth but only one on 23 July stayed
for any length of time.
Although records at and near the coast continue to rise year on year, those further inland
do not show a corresponding increase, unlike other recent colonisers such as Mediterranean Gull.
The only report from east Lancashire was of one at Stocks Reservoir on 30 July and 2 Aug.
Otherwise the only records which could be remotely classed as inland were from Brockholes
Wetland, with one intermittently from 28 July to 3 Aug and another on 28 Sept.
A handful of birds were reported in June and July, making it difficult to be certain when
return passage commenced but it appeared to be from mid‐July. There was no evidence of
breeding, but given current levels of increase in birds visiting in all months this cannot be too far
away.

36

Lancashire Bird Report 2008

CATTLE EGRET* Bubulcus ibis
Rare visitor, vagrant until very recently.
The national influxes which saw 2008 as the last year this species was considered by the BBRC
were always likely to see the floodgates begin to open in the recording area – and so it proved.
The county’s third record was at Eccleston, St. Helens on 5 April (T Ferguson et al). Perhaps
surprisingly, six months elapsed before any further reports, but there were then four more records
of six birds.
The second for Marshside was seen on 27‐28 Oct and again on 7 Nov (D. Nickeas et al). The
first multiple occurrence in the area came when three were at Downholland Moss on 1 Nov (D
Williams). One at Bescar and MMWWT on 22 Nov (K Brides et al) could have been one of the
earlier birds in this area.
One was roosting at Leighton Moss from 28 Nov to 1 Dec (E & E Prince, G Thomas et al)
with possibly two present, and two were briefly at Aggleby’s Pit, Preesall on 30 Nov before
heading east (I Lathom). Both the Leighton Moss and Preesall birds may tie in with reports of two
birds shortly beforehand near the Lancashire border in south Cumbria. All these records have been
accepted by the BBRC.
Another convincing report from east Lancashire on Christmas Day has not yet been
submitted to the BBRC. From 1 January 2009 the species is no longer considered by the BBRC. It
will be fascinating to see how much more regular this species becomes in the next few years.

GREAT WHITE EGRET* Egretta alba
Vagrant, though increasing to rare visitor in line with national trends.
Although there were a number of claims during the year, the only documented and accepted
record related to the Marshside/Crossens bird from 2007. This individual was mobile but remained
until at least 13 Feb and was reported until 10 March (G. Clarkson et al).
The county total therefore remains at eight.

GREY HERON Ardea cinerea
Scarce breeding resident.
Monthly peak counts
Jan
Ribble WeBS
4
Seaforth
11

Feb
14
10

Mar
6
5

Apr
6
8

May
13
7

Jun
10
10

Jul
26
11

Aug
22
11

Sep
64
16

Oct
12
17

Nov
29
18

Dec
15
25

In January there were peak counts of 17 on the Conder Estuary, 14 at Grove Lane Marsh, Padiham,
nine at Grassendale in south Liverpool and seven at Little Plumpton, Fylde. In east Lancashire
there were a minimum of 14 in the Dunsop Bridge area on 13 Feb, and perhaps as many as 27; on
the Fylde that month there were up to 13 at Layton, Blackpool and eleven on Clifton Marsh. Spring
counts away from nest sites included nine at Prescot Reservoirs in April, Upper Foulridge
Reservoir in May and Little Singleton in May and June.
The largest reported colony was at Stanley Park, Blackpool, where there were 42 nests; the
other large colony on the Fylde at Lea Gate had 19 occupied nests. The Entwistle colony had 39
nests, with 36 nests subsequently showing signs of holding young. The formerly very large
heronry at Claughton Brock declined further to just 27 pairs. Fifty‐five were seen flying over the
Bezza Wood colony, near Brockholes Wetland, during the breeding season, giving a good
indication of the size of the nesting population. There were seven occupied nests at the newly
established Rivington herony and a pair probably nested at Delph reservoir. Two pairs nested
unsuccessfully at Hackensall Wood, Knott End and a pair probably nested at Roby Mill. No colony
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counts were reported from east Lancashire but breeding is known to have occurred at Skirden
Beck and Winkley Hall.
There were eleven at MMWWT on 6 June. Other double‐figure counts at this time included
ten at Upper Foulridge Reservoir, Fleetwood Marsh, Garston Shore and Brockholes Wetland in
July. On the Fylde there were up to 18 at Skippool Creek and 13 at Todderstaffe Hall in August.
The peak count at Marshside was also that month and was of only eight birds, it was considered
that numbers were low possibly due to high water levels making eels unobtainable.
In the autumn there were 16 at Skippool Creek and Garston in September, and eleven at
Brockholes and ten at Glasson at this time. Other than the Seaforth counts in the table few late year
counts were received, with seven at Vulcan Village, St Helens on 8 Nov perhaps the most notable.

PURPLE HERON* Ardea purpurea
Vagrant.
One flew east over Seaforth on 3 May and was seen by two observers (P Kinsella, C Gregson).
There have been around twelve previous records, the date of this one fits with the previous
pattern with all arrivals between late April and mid‐June. There have, however, only been two in
the last three decades, following a good run of occurrences at Leighton Moss in the 1970s, and a
bird which lingered any length of time would be widely appreciated.

GLOSSY IBIS Plegadis falcinellus
Vagrant.
The long‐staying bird, which had arrived as a first‐winter in September 2006, was present from 1
January to 31 July, then again from 2 Nov to 19 Dec. That, however, is only a fraction of the story
as it appeared to make a number of vain attempts to reorientate.
It was present from January to the end of April on the Ribble Estuary, mostly on the north
bank at Warton Marsh but also at Marshside on several dates in March and April. The first attempt
to leave the area saw it at Brockholes Wetland on 1 May then on a temporary flood at Sowerby,
Fylde from the 2nd to the 10th. It had returned to the Ribble, favouring Marshside, from 12 May to
the end of July but in the latter month was also briefly at MMWWT on the 4th and 18th and at
Pilling Marsh on 22 June only.
A more determined bid to leave saw the bird spend much of the late summer and autumn
in Yorkshire and a few days in Cheshire but it returned to alternate between Warton Bank and
Marshside from early November and stayed until mid‐December. Although it has previously gone
missing for periods it does now appear to have disappeared for good, though whether it finally
found more suitable climes or succumbed is not known.

SPOONBILL Platalea leucorodia
Scarce annual visitor, mainly to coastal marshes. Has bred in the past.
It was a good year for records of this species, including an excellent showing at Leighton Moss in
the summer and a brief visit to the Sefton Coast by a family party from a successful nesting
attempt in southern Scotland.
The first of the year was a first‐summer at Seaforth from 12 to 22 April, there were also two
first‐summers here on 7‐14 May and a different bird of the same age on 7‐15 June. At Leighton one
on 9 May had increased to three by mid‐month and, although there were gaps in reports, four
were there by the end of the month. No fewer than five were present on 1‐2 June, dropping to four
on the 4th with up to two on several dates for the rest of the month. In July there were eleven bird‐
days, with a peak of three on the 19th and the last a single on the 26th.
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MMWWT also had a good year with one on 13 June and records in July of singles on the
3rd, 17th and 23rd with two on the 7th. Elsewhere in July one dropped in briefly at Marshside on
the 13th, an immature was reported heading north‐west over Darwen on the 22nd and a sub‐adult
was at Marton Mere and nearby Mythop Flood on the 25th, with presumably the same at Warton
Marsh on the 27th.
The final record of the year was the most interesting. A group of two adults and three
juveniles on Crosby Shore before flying inland on 24 Sept was almost certainly the successful pair
and fledged young from the Scottish Solway.

HONEY BUZZARD* Pernis apivorus
Rare passage migrant.
A typical spring showing, with just one record of a dark morph over Seaforth on 9 May (AJ
Conway, P Kinsella).
The autumn reflected a pronounced national influx, with nine documented records the best
total since the exceptional autumn of 2000. As in that year most of the birds were presumably
Scandinavian in origin. One on 8 Sept over Warton Bank before heading north (M Jones) was
several days prior to the main arrival and this may indicate British origin. Two were seen on 17
Sept: one south over Lancaster University (I Hartley) and a dark juvenile south‐east over Seaforth
(S Morris). On 19 Sept one was seen on the eastern fringe of Bowland at Birk Bank, near Lancaster
(P Woodruff) then over Harrisend Fell, near Garstang (B Dwire, JF Walsh, M Jones). Finally, there
were no fewer than four on 21 Sept: a juvenile then an adult male over Caton Moor (PJ Marsh) and
singles through Brockholes Wetland (WC Aspin, AS Disley) and Marshside (J Dempsey, B
McCarthy).
Several others were reported but with no details submitted in the period 14‐23 Sept:
Heysham and Lytham Moss on the 14th, Whittingham Hospital near Preston on the 18th, Aldcliffe
Marsh on the 20th, two over Bowland Knotts and Stocks Reservoir on the 21st and finally a single
over Brockholes Wetland on the 23rd.

RED KITE Milvus milvus
Scarce passage migrant and rare winter visitor from successful reintroduction schemes.
There was a fairly typical spread of sightings, with an expected predominance in the upland east
but several other widely scattered reports. It is difficult to be clear how many individuals are
involved but overall numbers seem to be continuing to increase as the species prospers elsewhere,
including nearby in West Yorkshire.
In the Belmont area gamekeepers reported singles in late March and December and
confirmed sightings came from the area on 30 April and 20 May (both untagged). Also in the
vicinity one was over Brinscall on 13 May and a wing‐tagged bird flew east over Rivington on 22
Sept.
In the eastern LDBWS area two were reported at Abbeystead on 1 Feb, with singles over
Quernmore on 31 March, Nether Kellett on 22 April and Leck on 12 May. Singles were in the
Dunsop Valley on 19 and 30 March and the nearby Brennand Valley on 14 May. One at Twiston on
8 June may have been the bird just over the county boundary at Bowland Knotts a week later. The
only autumn report from the ELOC area was one over Trawden on 5 Oct.
There were nine lowland records, not surprisingly all on dates strongly suggestive of
passage and juvenile dispersal. One was over Halewood, Liverpool with Buzzards on 16 March. In
April the almost dependable report from Leighton Moss came on the 6th, and one flew over
Deepdale, Preston the 29th. It is perhaps possible that May records from Seaforth on the 2nd,
Ravenmeols on the 12th and Speke on the 29th all related to one wandering individual.
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A juvenile at Singleton on 29 July was the first Fylde record to be enjoyed by all comers.
Following this there were just two more records from the lowlands, in September at Brockholes
Wetland on the 14th and MMWWT on the 22nd.

BLACK KITE* Milvus migrans
Vagrant.
One which flew north over Hala, Lancaster on 7 May (P Cammack) was seen again flying south
over Quernmore and Littledale on the 9th (B Dyson, M Sutcliffe, P Crooks). Another –
distinguished from the previous bird by its lack of ragged secondaries – was photographed
between Marshaw and Abbeystead on 22 May (Margaret Breaks).
These are the fifth and sixth records in Lancashire and the first since 1999.

MARSH HARRIER Circus aeroginosus
Fairly common passage migrant, scarce in east. Rare breeder. Rare in winter. Amber List
(localised breeder).
In the first winter period a male and female were seen at MMWWT on 2 Jan with a male again on 3
Feb; presumably one of these was at Marshside during January.
Two returned to Leighton Moss on 31 March. During spring perhaps four or so passed
through MMWWT. Birds were seen at five Fylde sites between 11 and 21 April, with a further
three seen in May. At Heysham birds headed over on 7 and 8 May. There were singles at
Blundellsands, Plex Moss and Rufford during this period. There were no fewer than three well
inland at this time – east over Darwen Moor on 22 April, at Whit Moor, Bowland on 8 May and
over Parsonage Reservoir on 27 May.
There were five successful nests at Leighton Moss, fledging at least 17 young. Four of these
nests were located to the east of the causeway, where one male tended three females; three broods
of three and one of four were raised in this area. An additional female attempted to set up territory
early in the season but was chased off by the polygynous male. At nearby Haweswater a food pass
was observed on 20 May and chicks were heard on 17 June.
As usual, birds were most widespread during post‐breeding dispersal, particularly on the
south‐west marshes and mosses, where wandering birds probably produced much duplication of
records. The first returned to Marshside on 6 July with numbers there peaking at four in
September. Nearby there were up to five at Hesketh Out Marsh in mid‐August, three were at
MMWWT for much of August with a peak of four there in mid‐September, and four on
Downholland Moss and three on Altcar Moss in August. There were several records of one to two
in the Fylde at this time, particularly Over Wyre, Pilling Marsh and on the north Ribble marshes.
Further inland one flew over Briercliffe on 25 July, one south over Brockholes Wetland the next
day, one at Belmont Reservoir on 19 Aug and another at Abbeystead two days later, with birds
later in the autumn in the Brennand Valley on 25 Sept and a juvenile in the Dunsop Valley on 5
Oct. One was at Parr, St Helens on 5 Aug; interestingly a juvenile flew in off the sea at Formby on
15 Aug and there were migrants over Seaforth and Prescot Reservoirs on 18 Sept.
There were four present at MMWWT on 16 Oct with three on 1 Dec and singles regularly to
the year’s end. At least one was regular at Marshside and across the Ribble at Warton Marsh in the
second winter period, and two were at the former site and nearby Hesketh Out Marsh on some
dates in December.
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HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus
Fairly common visitor to coasts and hills outside breeding season. Rare breeder. Red
List (breeding decline, rare breeder).
In the first winter period a female was regular at Marshside from January to early April, a male
was seen on four dates in January and February and a second ringtail was seen on one date in
January. Perhaps the same ringtail was also present during January and February at Warton
Marsh, a wing‐tagged individual was on Downholland Moss on two dates in February and
another ringtail was regular at Leighton Moss from February through to early April. MMWWT
held a ringtail for much of January, a male on 12 Feb, one on the 23rd and finally a ringtail on 4‐5
April. Up to two were on Hesketh Out Marsh in January.
Spring passage not reflected above comprised a male north at Rossall Point on 21 April, a
ringtail at Liverpool Airport on 9 May (previously at Frodsham, Cheshire) and possibly one at
Brockholes Wetland on 2 June.
Further inland, a male was in the Belmont area in February and the first half of March. Few
were reported from east Lancashire area away from Bowland. A female was present on the West
Pennine Moors in mid‐May.

Tony Disley

There were ten nesting attempts on the United Utilities estate in Bowland, seven of which were
successful, resulting in 22 fledged young. One other Bowland site was successful, with two young
fledged, and there were three further nesting attempts. Radio‐tracking has shown that many of
these young disperse north‐east towards the Yorkshire grouse moors. Three‐quarters of all nesting
attempts in England in 2008 were in Lancashire.
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The first to return was a ringtail at Mere Sands Wood on 3 Aug, followed by one at
Marshside on 21 Sept, where birds were seen almost daily to the year’s end and, although there
were never more than two together, at least five used the site (two adult males, an immature male,
an adult female and a presumed juvenile female). There was presumably some overlap with an
adult female and two males on Hesketh Out Marsh in December. At MMWWT a male had
returned on 18‐20 Sept, but thereafter there were just three reports for the rest of the year.
On the Fylde perhaps just one wide ranging ringtail was involved in sightings at Rawcliffe
Moss and Glasson Marsh in September, Eagland Hill in October and November and Marton Mere
on 25 Nov. At the regular wintering site of Warton Marsh a male and a ringtail were present in
November. Elsewhere, a male at Belmont from 23 Sept to mid‐November was joined by a ringtail
on three dates. One was at Brockholes Wetland on 2 Nov, a ringtail was at Churchtown Moss,
Southport on 28 Nov and in the St. Helens area birds were seen at Gillars Lane and Catchdale
Moss on single dates in December. Finally a male was at Black Coppice on 31 Dec.

GOSHAWK Accipiter gentilis
Rare feral breeding resident and escapee.
There was a pair at one traditional site in the spring but no further evidence of breeding. At least
one bird was present at another potential nesting site in the breeding season.
As has become typical in recent years there was a scattering of coastal and near‐coastal
reports, in the absence of an obvious increase in breeding birds it remains probable that these are
falconers’ escapes. A male was at Mythop, near Blackpool on 26 and 31 March. One flew south
over Mossley Hill, Liverpool on 17 Sept and one flew over Eccleston Mere on the 25th. The last
report of the year away from potential breeding sites was at Prescot Reservoirs on 24 Oct.

SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus
Fairly common breeding resident, uncommon passage migrant.
Totals of four at Heysham on 25 March and Seaforth on 21 April both included two presumed
migrants. Four at Brockholes Wetland on 3 May could perhaps also have included migrants,
although this was perhaps on the late side for spring movement.
The species is thought to have declined in the Belmont area, with just one successful nest
located. In east Lancashire, by contrast, reports remained at similar levels and the population was
considered to be at saturation point. Four young fledged successfully from a nest in the Jackhouse
area, Oswaldtwistle.
A total of four migrants moved through Heysham between 11 and 19 Oct.
Larger prey species recorded during the year included Great Spotted Woodpecker and
Woodpigeon.

BUZZARD Buteo buteo
Uncommon breeding resident, fairly common winter visitor. Uncommon passage
migrant.
There was further evidence of increases in the population. A large increase was noted in east
Lancashire area, particularly in the east of the region, and Buzzards were also reported to be
increasing on the surrounds of Liverpool.
Few large counts were received early in the year. These included seven at Mawdesley in
January, twelve at MMWWT in February, eight in the Dunsop Valley in March and ten at
Brockholes Wetland in April. Up to seven were at Leighton Moss in April.
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There were three pairs in the Belmont area during the breeding season with one pair failing
at the incubation stage but another fledging two young. A further seven pairs were thought to
have bred elsewhere in the CDNHS area. A pair in the Halewood area were successful but the
young were apparently removed from the nest; another site in the south Liverpool area was
successful.
Autumn produced some evidence of passage, particularly during September when Honey
Buzzards were also moving through the region. There were eight south over Seaforth on 27 Sept
and three clear migrants through Heysham on the 14th (two) and 21st. Eight thermalled south over
Brockholes on 5 Oct were probably also migrants.
Larger counts in the autumn and second winter period included sixteen at Altcar Moss and
eleven at Todderstaffe Hall and in the Trough of Bowland in September, ten at MMWWT on 15
Oct, nine at Brockholes in October, eight at Prescot Reservoirs on 25 Sept and Eccleston on 5 Oct,
and up to seven at several widely scattered sites including most notably Knowsley Park. It is, of
course, not easy to separate migrants from post‐breeding dispersal in either spring or autumn.

OSPREY Pandion haliaetus
Fairly common passage migrant.
Birds were moving north by the last week of March; the first at Leighton Moss and Ribby Hall,
Kirkham on the 23rd were followed by singles over Halewood and Prescot Reservoirs on the 27th,
Darwen and Lydiate on the 30th and at Stocks Reservoir on the 30th and 31st.
In April it was difficult to be clear how many birds moved through given lingering birds at
some favoured sights, but as many as 40 individuals may have been involved. There were twelve
bird‐days at Brockholes Wetland, ten at Stocks Reservoir, five at Leighton Moss and Jenny Brown’s
Point, three over Seaforth and two at Heysham. Other records came from Fulwood on the 6th,
Weldbank (Chorley) and Aldcliffe on the 9th, Belmont on the 10th, Clifton and Marton Mere on the
11th, Dunsop Bridge on the 13th, Lytham and Whitray on the 14th, Rossall on the 16th, Clayton
Brook on the 28th and Oswaldtwistle on the 29th.
The pace of passage eased off somewhat in May; there were birds at Leighton Moss on
eight days but those from the 13th to the 19th may have involved just one lingering individual.
Three flew over Seaforth, two passed through Brockholes and other records came from Mere
Sands Wood on the 1st, Prescot Reservoirs and Aughton on the 7th, Altcar Moss on the 8th,
Hareden, Hornby and Langden Valley on the 10th, Medlar on the 14th, Lancaster and Marshside
on the 21st, Rossall on the 25th and Rufford Moss on the 31st.
As usual, a handful of birds were still passing through in June. Reports came from
Brockholes on the 1st, Leighton Moss on the 1st to 3rd with two on the 2nd, two at Bolton‐le‐Sands
with one Morecambe on the 4th, Euxton on the 6th, Whitendale on the 7th and perhaps just one
late bird at Jenny Brown’s Point on the 14th and Leighton on the 16th.
Presumed return in July was largely confined to Leighton Moss and Stocks Reservoir, both
perhaps future breeding locations, with birds at the former site on 13th and 15th and the latter on
the 6th, 9th, 11‐12th & 31st with otherwise just one at Marshside on the 5th and over
Dolphinholme on the 21st.
The main autumn movement was much less pronounced than in spring. In August there
were three records from Leighton Moss but otherwise just singles at Brockholes on the 10th and
over Darwen on the 13th. There was a respectable showing in good raptor viewing conditions in
September as follows: Mere Sands Wood undated, Leighton Moss on the 4th and 15th, Lancaster
also 4th and 15th, MMWWT on the 5th and 18th, Seaforth on the 6th, Marshside, Stocks Reservoir
and Glasson on the 14th, Lytham on the 15th, Conder Green, Croston and Marton Mere on the
16th, Marton Mere on the 18th, Aldcliffe on the 20th and finally Marton Mere on the 21st.
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KESTREL Falco tinnunculus
Fairly common breeding resident and winter visitor. Amber List (Species of European
Conservation Concern).
As usual, the major source of information on breeding success came from Bob Danson’s nestbox
work in the Pilling‐Preesall area. From the ten nests monitored 49 eggs were laid and 38 young
fledged. At least four pairs nested in the Belmont area, one raising four young. There were
probably two pairs in the Garston area of Liverpool, one fledging five young. A pair fledged four
young at MMWWT, and unusually a pair nested successfully in an occupied house in Crosby the
offspring being seen regularly at Seaforth.
Few counts were received early in the year. There were up to seven at Mythop and five at
Thistleon (both Fylde) in January.
Autumn produced some exceptionally large gatherings on the south Ribble marshes, most
notably 30 on 18 Aug at Hesketh Out Marsh increasing to a remarkable 42 on the 28th and with 32
still present on the 30th. Nearby at Marshside there were peaks of nine on 23 Aug and seven on the
27th. Thirteen were in the Dunsop Valley on 26 July, though the ELOC report suggested this
related to two family parties.
No clear‐cut passage was recorded at Heysham this year but some presumed autumn
movement was noted at Seaforth, including four flying high south on 14 Sept. Late in the year
larger counts submitted included eight at Belmont on 30 Nov and six at Eagland Hill in December.
Across the year there was a 50% increase in reports in the ELOC area but it is not clear
whether this reflected an increase in numbers or increased submission of records. The species has
become unusual in the suburbs of south Liverpool area these days.

RED-FOOTED FALCON* Falco vespertinus
Vagrant.
An adult male was seen to fly in off the sea at Jenny Brown’s Point on 8 May (J Malpass, TE
Wheeler), reward for many hours of spring seabird passage monitoring. This is the eleventh to
have occurred in the recording area, following the Blackpool and Middleton birds in June 2005
which were considered to relate to just one bird.

MERLIN Falco columbarius
Scarce breeding bird in uplands, fairly common winter visitor particularly to coastal
marshes and mosses. Amber List (recovering from historic decline).
Marshside was the most favoured of the coastal marshes and mosses in the first winter period,
with two regular and three on 8 Feb. Other sites to hold two birds on at least one occasion were the
traditional ones of MMWWT, Pilling Marsh and Warton Marsh. There were several singles on the
St. Helens mosslands.
Wintering birds had generally departed by mid‐April, with fairly late individuals at Rossall
and Marshside on the 22nd and Fleetwood Nature Park on the 29th. Seaforth recorded migrants on
4 and 25 April, with a very late bird north on 8 May.
There was mixed news from the Bowland breeding sites. The number of nests increased to
six, which was encouraging, but on the other hand productivity was low with a total of eleven
chicks. A traditional site in the West Pennine Moors was re‐occupied in 2008. In east Lancashire
area numbers were considered to have further dwindled, with just six reports away from Bowland
and no evidence of nesting elsewhere.
Post‐breeding dispersal was evident at Marshside on 25 July with birds regular there from
4 August. Other early return was recorded in August at MMWWT on the 6th, Seaforth on the 8th
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and the Conder Estuary on the 13th. Passage peaked in late September and early October, when, in
particular, three were recorded moving over Fairhaven Lake on 21 Sept and two went west past
Rossall Point on 1 Oct.
Second winter period records were similar to earlier in the year, with, for example, three at
Marshside on several occasions and up to two at both Warton Bank and MMWWT.
A couple of unusual/ambitious prey species were recorded in the autumn. On 17 Oct one
tried to take a Leach’s Petrel at Ainsdale, and on the 29th one at Jenny Brown’s Point was seen
pursuing a Kingfisher.

HOBBY Falco subbuteo
Rare breeding bird and uncommon passage migrant.
There were unconfirmed reports in April but the first definite arrival was at Brockholes Wetland
on 1 May. Others soon followed at Churchtown, Southport on 3 May, Seaforth on the 4th, Tile
House and Simpshey Hill (both ELOC) on the 6th and 7th respectively and Altcar on the 8th. There
was a total of seven reports at Brockholes during the month, and a scattering of records from the
south‐west, the CDNHS and ELOC areas.
There was at least one successful nesting attempt in the south‐west of the county, with
perhaps another in the vicinity, and a pair was again successful in the east of the county. There
was no evidence of summering in the Lune Valley but this may reflect a lack of records from
regular observers rather than a change in status. Although they became more regular later in the
season birds were seen on only two June dates at Brockholes. East Lancashire reports at this time
came from Bottoms Beck, Coldwell and Alston Reservoirs, while in the Chorley area birds were
noted at Euxton and Brindle. There were also records from well‐watched sites including Aldcliffe,
Leighton Moss, MMWWT and Mere Sands Wood at this time.
Records were almost daily in July at Brockholes and in the surrounding area, with no fewer
than six on the 4th, indicating that breeding in this area of the Ribble Valley was most likely. There
were several reports from the south‐west which in some cases may have referred to wandering
breeding birds, including one at Prescot Reservoirs on the 28th. Singles were in the Brock Valley
on the 1st, at Hapton on the 4th, White Coppice on the 7th, Anglezarke Reservoir on the 19th and
Cockerham on the 23rd, with up to two at Lightfoot Green Quarry, Preston. Occasional sightings
continued at Aldcliffe, Leighton Moss and MMWWT.
Records declined during August with only three bird‐days at Brockholes, one on
Downholland Moss on 20‐21 Aug, and a juvenile hawking insects with Black‐headed Gulls over
Birkdale Green Beach on the 23rd. In the Chorley area reports came from the Yarrow embankment
on the 2nd, White Coppice on the 16th and Rivington on the 25th. Other reports at this time
included a juvenile at Longridge Fell on the 6th and one at Liverpool on the 30th.
The widest spread of records, if not numbers, appeared was in September and presumably
included passage migrants. In chronological order: Leighton Moss (undated), Easington Fell (1st),
Towneley and Oakenclough (4th), Prescot Reservoirs (9th), Belmont (12th‐21st), Altcar Moss (13th),
Brockholes (14th), Eccleston (15th), Jackhouse (17th), juvenile Marshside (17th), juvenile
Brockholes (17‐27th), White Coppice (19th), Heskin (24th), Fence (25th) and a juvenile lingering at
Heysham the same day. The year was rounded off by one at Prescot Reservoirs on 6th Oct.

PEREGRINE Falco peregrinus
Scarce breeder, fairly common winter visitor.
Outside the breeding season a regular adult pair at Marshside was augmented by up to two
immatures; there were records in all months but few between May and July. Up to two were seen
throughout the year at MMWWT and birds were regular in winter at Warton Bank with a peak of
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three on 30 Dec. Up to two were at several St. Helens sites including the town centre and there
were three at Prescot Reservoirs on 28 Dec. Up to two roosted regularly on Heysham power
station. There were three at Leighton Moss on 30 March.
There were a record nine nesting attempts in Bowland, of which eight were successful
resulting in 16 fledged chicks. Another site in east Lancashire was successful for the first time in
five years with three young raised, persecution had been thought to be a factor in prior years and
police and the local community worked to prevent this. A pair was present at a site in the West
Pennine Moors where breeding occurred in 2007. Single pairs nested in Preston, Southport, St.
Helens and Liverpool, where a second pair was unsuccessful. Clearly, breeding information
received was incomplete and the ongoing atlas work will give a more comprehensive picture of
changes in distribution.
In the autumn a possible migrant was seen flying south off Formby on 15 Oct. The same
month a large female at Seaforth was considered possibly to be of the race calidus.

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus
Fairly common winter visitor. Rare breeder.
At the county stronghold of Leighton Moss, 15 were seen on 8 Sept with peaks of twelve in both
October and November but no breeding records were received. Nearby two were calling in the
breeding season at Haweswater and two were present at suggestive times on Silverdale Moss.
Elsewhere in the north of the county singles were present in at least one winter period at Aldcliffe,
Bank End, Colloway Marsh, Cockersand, Capernwray, Sand Villa, Heysham and Middleton, with
the latter site hosting at least two in the summer and five on 6 Nov.
There were 64 reports from the Fylde which broke down to 39 records from 13 sites in the
early year up to 7 May; the only locations with multiple counts were Warton Marsh with a peak of
four on 8 March and Marton Mere with eight on 13 Feb. In the second half of the year there were
24 records from five sites from 5 July until the end of the year with only Marton Mere recording
multiple counts, peaking at five on 28 Sept.
In east Lancashire singles were reported from Lee Green Reservoir, Lomeshaye Marsh,
Lowerhouse Lodges, Rowley Lake and Wood End Sewage Works in at least one winter period, the
only exception being two at Lomeshaye Marsh on 16 Nov. There were singles at Brockholes
Wetland on 31 July and during October.
The highlight in the south‐west concerned the first confirmed breeding at Marshside when
a newly‐fledged juvenile was seen on 6 July with that site hosting singles throughout the year
including two on 23 Sept. MMWWT recorded just a single in both winter periods as did Seaforth
but Mere Sands Wood had three in the early part of the year reducing to just one in the second
winter period; two were at Ainsdale Sands Lake in January and in the Rimrose Valley in January
and February. Singles were also reported from Fazakerley, Oglet and the old Garden Festival site
in January, Birkdale Green Beach in December and Eccleston Mere in both January and December.

SPOTTED CRAKE* Porzana porzana
Scarce migrant. Rare breeder. Amber List (rare breeder).
Recorded in Lancashire for the fifth successive year. The sole 2008 sighting concerned a bird at
Marshside on 5 Oct (JN Dempsey).
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MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus
Common winter visitor and breeder.
International importance 20000; National importance 7500
Monthly peak counts
Jan
MMWWT
264

Feb
230

Mar
/

Apr
156

May
196

Jun
200

Jul
225

Aug
302

Sep
450

Oct
366

Nov
370

Dec
375

Present alongside virtually all riverine and still waters throughout the county although the species
is absent from some higher altitude sites, a situation which is often exacerbated in winter.
The only significant count received from Leighton Moss was of 55 on 25 Sept whilst
elsewhere in north Lancashire 20 pairs bred along the River Lune from Skerton Weir to Kirkby
Lonsdale, nine pairs bred at Middleton/Heysham and 14 were on Silverdale Moss on 12 April.
A count of 46 on Freckleton/Newton Marsh on 13 Jan, 45+ at Willowgrove on 2 Dec and
five broods in June and a peak of 22 in January on Fairhaven Lake were the highlights of 436
records received from the Fylde. At Brockholes, six pairs bred and a peak count of 44 was obtained
on 24 July whilst eleven sites were occupied in the Rivington/Anglezarke area and ten pairs bred
at Belmont Reservoir including several pairs again within the gullery. In east Lancashire, 252
records were received from 50 sites with peak counts of 17 at Brungerley Bridge and 13 in Bashall
Town, both on 11 Jan.
Marshside recorded 13 breeding pairs with another three on Crossens and a peak count of
55 in October whilst the Ribble WeBS count peaked at 94 in January. Elsewhere in the south‐west,
20 were at Mere Sands Wood in the first half of the year, 16 on Southport Marine Lake in January
and November, 20 on Eccleston Mere on 6 Dec with a peak at Seaforth of 18 in January.
Pairs bred in at least nine sites in the south Liverpool area with peak counts of 51 in Sefton
Park on 20 Feb and 15 in Calderstones Park on 14 Jan.

COOT Fulica atra
Abundant winter visitor and common breeder.
International importance 17500; National importance 1730
Monthly peak counts
Jan
Dockacres
570
Leighton
271
MMWWT
239
Seaforth
75
Southport ML 1107
Marton Mere
228

Feb
260
426
175
75
199
73

Mar
137
295
/
60
117
60+

Apr
59
160
50
45
12
29

May
38
140
83
30
33
120

Jun
131
380
91
104
213
213

Jul
185
465
75
142
241
500+

Aug
306
440
162
66
557
388

Sep
398
460
280
72
799
245

Oct
545
638
261
86
901
250

Nov
595
670
402
86
1112
190

Dec
721
620
408
112
545
150

Counts were considerably higher in the second winter period at MMWWT than in 2007, while at
Leighton Moss an increase on the previous year was noted in both winter periods, while the
December count at Southport Marine Lake was less than half of recent counts there for that month.
Away from the tabulated sites, the north of the county recorded an impressive 352 on Silverdale
Moss on 28 Feb with 120 on Carnforth Marsh on 31 March, 87 on Glasson Basin in January and six
pairs bred at Middleton Industrial Estate. The most unusual record concerned a bird being
predated by an Otter at Leighton Moss on 10 Nov. Some 484 records were received from the Fylde
including 174 at Myerscough Quarry on 19 Aug, 94 on Fleetwood Lagoons and 90 on Fleetwood
Marsh both on 14 Dec, 52 in Stanley Park on 6 Apr, 36 in Dec on Fairhaven Lake whilst at least six
broods at Mythop was the highlight of several breeding records received. Slightly further east,
twelve were on Barnacre Reservoir on 25 May.
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At Brockholes Wetland 400 were present on 3 Feb with 430 on 17 Aug and at least four
pairs were breeding on 1 April, whilst in the Chorley area the highest counts were 38 on the E‐
shaped Pond, Bretherton on 13 Feb, twelve at Lower Healey on 16 Feb and two pairs bred
successfully in Yarrow Valley Park. Further east, a pair bred at Delph Reservoir for the first time.
In east Lancashire the species was recorded from 25 sites with breeding reported from six
and with maximum counts of 23 at Barrow Lodge in February, 22 at Stocks Reservoir in October,
nine at Rishton Reservoir in March and an unusual record of one in a Wycoller garden on 8 Sept.
The peak WeBS count from the Ribble was 371 in December. A record 52 pairs bred at
Marshside which recorded a peak count of 279 in December, whilst four pairs bred nearby on
Hesketh Out Marsh. Elsewhere in the south‐west, twelve pairs bred at Seaforth – where the
highest combined count with Crosby Coastal Park was 169 in December – 150 were on Prescot
Reservoirs on 30 July, 60 at Mere Sands Wood on 31 March with seven pairs breeding there, and 45
were on Eccleston Mere on 9 Aug. The Liverpool parks of Sefton, Calderstones and Princes had
peak counts of 27, 15 and twelve respectively, a first record from the old Garden Festival site was
reported on 18 March, 29 were in the Rimrose Valley on 13 April and 18 broods were reported
from the Leeds‐Liverpool Canal between Vauxhall and Bootle.

OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostralegus
Abundant winter visitor. Common breeding bird.
International importance 10200; national importance 3200
WeBS counts
MBS
Ribble
Alt

Jan
23647
4639
995

Feb
24358
7784
883

Mar
18255
13148
569

Apr
6369
2135
456

May
5531
1286
289

Jun
3623
428
195

Jul
6907
1205
291

Aug
21886
8220
1115

Sep
21943
7774
866

Oct
29570
6447
129

Nov
30107
9524
828

Dec
28923
5783
875

Morecambe Bay continues to be the premier area for this species with counts of either national or
international significance in every month. Together with its Cumbrian sectors, it remains the most
important British site and average peak counts have remained more or less stable since the mid‐
1990s. Ribble numbers are also holding up and the estuary retains its importance as the fifth most
important site in the country.
Site totals included in the WeBS counts included 4000 off Birkdale Green Beach on 9 Feb
and 10597 at Heysham during November. Small numbers were seen along the Mersey shore
throughout the year peaking at 96 at Garston on 6 Nov with 64 there on Christmas Day.
Away from the coast the first birds of the year arrived at Altham on 11 Jan (a week later
than in 2007), at Anglezarke on 9 Feb and the Lune at Arkholme on 7 Jan, increasing to a peak
there of 171 on 22 and 28 March. Inland numbers continued to increase during February and
March as more birds returned from the coast; 26 were at Belmont Reservoir by 7 March and peak
counts at eastern sites included 60 on 17 March at Burholme, 53 on 9 Feb at Grindleton, 49 on 18
Feb at Chatburn, 49 on 8 March at Stocks. The peak at Prescot Reservoirs was 38 on 24 March.
Birds dispersed to breed during April and May, although slow to leave some favoured
spots, as suggested by 25 still at Burholme on 13 April.
Breeding was widespread inland but not fully reported. In the east, nesting was noted at
Clitheroe, Skirden Beck, Slaidburn, Stocks Reservoir and Whalley, and juveniles were reported
from Clitheroe, Langden Bridge, Slaidburn and Stocks. The Waterways Bird survey mapped 129
pairs between Kirkby Lonsdale and Skerton Weir, which was 16 pairs down on 2007 (although the
section Crook o’ Lune to Mears Beck was not covered); of 47 pairs found between Leck Beck and
Arkholme, 16 pairs hatched young. In the Chorley area, six pairs held territories in the Anglezarke
and Rivington area, four or five at Belmont, three at Eccleston and single pairs at Buckshaw
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Village, Gale Moss and Withnell Fold. Three, including a juvenile, were seen at the Jaguar factory,
Halewood in early July.
Autumn movement was indicated by significant increases in coastal numbers in July and
groups inland such as 60+ at Stocks Reservoir on 12 July. By winter there were no inland sightings
except for three at Langden Bridge on 29 December which were either wintering inland or very
early returners.

AVOCET Recurvirostra avosetta
Recently established breeding bird, uncommon passage migrant. Amber List (localised
breeder).
Birds returned in early February with the first two at MMWWT on the 8th being the earliest ever
there. The first at Marshside were five on 17 Feb and the first were back at the Eric Morecambe
complex the next day.
Numbers built up to 48 by 2 April at MMWWT and 58 on 14 April was a new record. This
increased to 69 on 1 May and by the end of the month 25 pairs were nesting and 31 chicks were
seen; 20 fledged young and seven chicks were then seen 23 June. At the Eric Morecambe complex
numbers grew to 14 on 18 March and 28 by 26 April, peaking at 36 on 23 May. At Marshside
numbers steadily built up to 63 by 21 March and 90 on 6 April. The reserve had a minimum of 40
breeding pairs based on number of occupied nests in mid‐May. Productivity was relatively low
with c.20 young fledging, although this was higher than 2007.
Away from the three main sites, birds remain incredibly scarce with one on floodwater at
Sowerby Hall Farm, Inskip on 14‐16 April, two circling Seaforth on 29 May before heading off west
and one feeding in the Hodder Inlet at Stocks Reservoir on 22 June. The latter was the first record
for east Lancashire – the only previous report was of a bird heard flying over at night.
The breeding sites were soon deserted during summer with the last at the Eric Morecambe
complex in mid‐July and at MMWWT on 6 August. Most birds had left Marshside by the third
week of June although single figures were present through July and August. Eight presumed
migrants visited Marshside on 3‐4 Sept followed by one on the 27‐29th; perhaps the same eight
were at MMWWT on 7 Sept, where the last was seen on 1 Oct.

COLLARED PRATINCOLE Glareola pratincola
Vagrant.
One was flushed with Lapwings from a muddy area at Barkin Gate Farm, Wray on 2 May by the
farmers, Malcolm and Janet Woodhouse. Although they had no idea what it was at time they were
able to give a very detailed report to Gavin Thomas which certainly established its generic identity
while perhaps not entirely ruling out Oriental Pratincole.
The record has been submitted to the BBRC and, if accepted, will become the sixth for
Lancashire.

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius
Fairly common on passage. Scarce breeder.
The first of the year were noted at Brockholes Wetland on 15 March, Alston Reservoirs on the 18th
(nine days earlier than last year) and at Altham the following day. At Seaforth a male from 29
March was joined by a female on 2 April and the first in the Chorley area was one at Buckshaw
Village on 4 April.
The Seaforth pair had four eggs by 18 April but had already been predated by the 21st.
Meanwhile, new birds were occurring increasingly elsewhere, including six at Mythop on 18 April,
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a pair at Anglezarke Reservoir on the 19th, six at Brockholes on the 21st and a migrant at Cabin
Hill on the 23rd.
A pair bred at Prescot Reservoirs with four hatched by 18 July, at about which time six
adults were present. Birds were noted on territory at Belmont Reservoir but any nesting attempt
failed due to fluctuating water levels. A pair were observed mating on the edge of Anglezarke
Reservoir on 17 May and proceeded to make two nesting attempts up to the end of July – both
unsuccessful due to disturbance. Birds were reported from ten sites in the east of the county and
breeding was reported from Alston (at least three broods of three, three and four), Coldwell Lower
Reservoir (two juveniles), Foulridge Upper Reservoir and Stocks Reservoir (one juvenile), and
seven pairs were recorded on the Lune between Wenning Foot and Leck Beck. It is likely that
others went undetected/unreported.
The recent BTO UK‐wide survey of Little Ringed Plovers estimated that the national
population rose from 608‐631 pairs in 1984 to 1115 pairs in 2007. The Lancashire population
appears to have kept pace with this national trend.
At Marshside a single adult on the junction pool on 23 July, with five adults there on 25
July, one staying until the 28th were followed by a juvenile on 3 Sept. Several sites recorded their
last birds during August, at Conder Green on the 1st, Prescot Reservoirs on the 14th and
Brockholes Wetland on the 17th. The last were an adult and a juvenile at Seaforth on 13 Sept with a
juvenile there until the 19th.

RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula
Common passage migrant in spring, declining as a winter visitor. Scarce breeding bird.
Amber List (breeding decline).
International importance 730; national importance 330 (winter), 300 (passage)
WeBS counts
MBS
Ribble
Alt

Jan
102
17
0

Feb
40
21
0

Mar
29
80
2

Apr
51
52
303

May
530
1734
515

Jun
43
12
2

Jul
18
14
5

Aug
345
2931
515

Sep
198
72
51

Oct
98
0
21

Nov
118
0
0

Dec
105
21
28

Wintering numbers continued at the low levels of recent years, having fallen on all three estuaries
by more than 50% since the mid‐1990s. However, surveying parts of Morecambe Bay has become
very difficult since new sea‐defences were erected in the late 1990s. The decline is most noticeable
on the Alt where birds are now almost entirely absent. At Heysham a very elusive wintering
population of up to 27 were seen in the Ocean Edge foreshore area and made occasional high tide
visits to the heliport from a wintering group of up to 30 to the north of the harbour.
Migration along the coast was noted from late March with the first sizeable influx on the
Alt in mid‐April. Other notable counts that month included 67 on the Keer Estuary on the 9th and
40 on Garston Shore on the 21st, when 87 were at Morecambe; 160 were at Fairhaven on 26 April
and 16 at Prescot Reservoirs on the 27th.
May typically saw the best numbers and tundrae‐type birds were noted at Seaforth from
the 4th. A flock of 1000 on the shore at Cabin Hill on 5 May was an impressive sight but were not
present on the day of the Alt WeBS count. Notable counts in Morecambe Bay included 400 at
Cockersand on 6 May and 335 on the 19th at Sunderland Point.
The first migrant reported inland was one at Alston Reservoirs on 16 April with two there
on the 18th. Three at Stocks Reservoir on 28 April did not stay, the only subsequent records there
being singles on 23 & 31 May. Singles were at Belmont Reservoir on 22 & 28 May.
Birds were recorded at several sites throughout June, including a remarkable 15 at Alston
Reservoirs on the 3rd, although there was no evidence of breeding there. Carnforth Slag Tips
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continued to hold the largest breeding population, although the twelve pairs there were two down
on 2007. Five pairs bred at MMWWT and four on the Lune, with probably a similar number on the
Sefton Coast. The Liverpool Central Docks held a minimum of two pairs and one nested at
Seaforth, fledging three young; a pair with one fledged young at Prescot Reservoirs in July was the
only other confirmed breeding.
The BTO survey estimated that the UK breeding population declined from 8617 pairs in
1984 to 5438 in 2007, with the English population down by 47% and coastal breeding birds being
squeezed as sea levels rise and nesting birds are susceptible to disturbance by holidaymakers and
their dogs – a situation reflected mirrored in Lancashire.
After 34 on Crosby Shore by 26 July, return passage began in earnest in August, producing
the highest ever totals in the county. The August Ribble WeBS count was the largest ever in
autumn, surpassing the 1887 seen in 2002; the Morecambe Bay peak was the largest since 1998 and
the Alt’s the best since 2003. The few reported inland included three at Rishton Reservoir on 28
August and a juvenile at Grimsargh Reservoirs on the 30th. A count of 323 at Cockersand during
September was missed by WeBS.

DOTTEREL Charadrius morinellus
Uncommon, but regular spring migrant, scarce in autumn.
The first – two females – were on Pendle Hill on 24 April. Possibly the same two were seen on 25 &
26 April followed by one on the 27‐28th and four on 2 May, seven on the 3rd, nine on the 4‐5th and
six on the 6th.
In the south‐west, birds were seen in mossland fields for the first time since 2002 (although
there was a fly‐through record in 2005). Six, including at least two females, landed briefly at Plex
Moss in the early afternoon of 27 April, and a male was then in ploughed fields at Great Altcar in
the afternoon on 12 May. On 2 May one showed well at Tarleton at the River Douglas/canal lock
junction.
There was just one autumn record, an adult on Pendle Hill on 14‐16 Sept.

AMERICAN GOLDEN PLOVER* Pluvialis dominica
Vagrant.
A juvenile or winter‐plumaged adult was at Cockersand on 19 Nov (SG Piner). It was extremely
distant and was seen by ten or so people. Lancashire’s sixth record and the second this century.

GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria
Abundant on passage and in winter near coasts. Scarce breeding bird. Amber list
(internationally important national wintering population).
International importance 8000; national importance 2500.
Monthly peak counts
Jan
MBS WeBS
3849
Ribble WeBS
6610
Marshside
4400

Feb
1283
4911
1000

Mar
822
2177
4000

Apr
296
1208
1700

May
0
250
6

Jun
0
0
0

Jul
149
0
60

Aug
64
402
314

Sep
700
436
140

Oct
737
2236
400

Nov
750
4400
1230

Dec
250
4307
1447

Counts peaked at the start of the year and numbers on the Ribble (predominantly at Marshside)
increased from the high numbers of December 2007 to a record total of 6610 in January, the largest
ever WeBS count in the county. Notable site counts included 2500 at Braides, Cockerham on 5 Jan
and 2390 Cockersand on the 13th. Coastal counts remained high into early April; 700 ‘northerns’ in
near full summer‐plumage were seen at Pilling Marsh on 22 March.
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The first were seen in the east of the county on Pendle Hill on 4 Feb, building to eleven on
the 6th and 21 on 24 April. Around 100 birds at Withnell Fold Flash on 2 Feb was an exceptional
record for the site. There was the usual build‐up at Wycoller Road, Trawden, beginning with 75 on
25 Feb and reaching a peak of 250 on 3 March with 190+ there on 9 April when 253 were also on
Champion Moor. Twelve at Old Coach Road, Rainford on 12 March was a locally significant
spring count.

Three on Pendle Hill on 1 May were of the northern race, so very unlikely to have been breeding,
but two there on 5 May and two on Boulsworth Hill on 23 May may have been territorial pairs.
Two pairs on the moors above Belmont were the only confirmed breeding records.
The autumn return began with an early group of 42 at Cockersand on 7 July and numbers
at Marshside rose to 60 by 28 July. Glasson had autumn peaks of 1000 in September and October,
while 52 at Seaforth on 23 Sept was the highest count on the Alt all year. Locally significant counts
included 34 with Lapwings at Thornton, Merseyside on 22 Sept. The first signs of autumn passage
in the east was one at Alston Reservoirs on 7 Sept. Numbers on Champion Moor peaked at 76 on
25 Nov and sizeable flocks were also regularly on Pendle Hill with a peak of 150 on 29 Nov.
More typical numbers were seen in the second winter period, although 727 on Pilling
Marsh on 13 Dec were missed in the WeBS count.
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GREY PLOVER Pluvialis squatarola
Abundant, but declining, passage and winter visitor to coast. Uncommon inland.
Amber list (internationally important wintering population).
International importance 2500; national importance 530
WeBS counts
MBS
Ribble
Alt

Jan
364
282
621

Feb
522
1091
841

Mar
310
3405
667

Apr
77
2432
641

May
11
3902
1206

Jun
0
160
0

Jul
17
57
157

Aug
21
766
228

Sep
397
2315
819

Oct
445
1387
362

Nov
448
2092
706

Dec
40
674
837

Estuarine counts were fairly typical of recent years in all seasons, although the spring peak on the
Ribble was the highest since 2003. Ten feeding in mud of farm fields inland at Formby on 13 Jan
was unusual.
The only inland records were four at MMWWT on 18 April with singles there on 15 Sept
and 18 Oct, an adult in breeding plumage feeding in the Hodder Inlet at Stocks Reservoir on 10
May and another breeding‐plumage adult at Brockholes Wetland on 27‐28 May.

LAPWING Vanellus vanellus
Abundant but decreasing winter visitor, passage migrant and breeder. Red List
(breeding decline).
International importance 20000; national importance 20000
Monthly peak counts
Jan
Feb
MBS WeBS
10169
9341
Ribble WeBS 15096 18066
Alt WeBS
300
55
MMWWT
2000
920
Marshside
4720
2885

Mar
506
804
7
220
295

Apr
115
409
8
275
195

May
444
290
10
250
140

Jun
576
566
76
300
108

Jul
2762
1533
150
900
250

Aug
3217
6066
750
1700
1040

Sep
4625
5340
115
2300
940

Oct
6052
11980
0
1460
2424

Nov
14480
21777
482
420
1764

Dec
8073
8538
185
2000
2500

Notable site counts away from Marshside in the first winter period included 5000 at Pilling and
Glasson in January and February and 2000 at Todderstaffe in February. Further inland, 550 were at
Rishton Reservoir on 1 Jan, 500 were on roofs in Burnley on the 5th and 200 roosted at Lower
Rivington Reservoir on the 18th.
Several pairs were displaying at New Laithe Farm, Newton‐in‐Bowland on 24 Feb and five
pairs were sitting at Alston Reservoirs on 16 April, with up to 14 nests there by the end of the
month.
Breeding was confirmed throughout the county with notable counts from MMWWT (80
pairs), Marshside (74 pairs), the Lune from Skerton Weir to Kirkby Lonsdale (56 pairs), Belmont
Reservoir (31 pairs), Lytham Moss (12 pairs) and Mythop (10 pairs). In the Belmont area away
from the reservoir there was a record ten pairs; slow colonisation of in‐bye pastures around
Belmont by rushes appears to have the effect of pushing breeding Lapwing onto moorland edge
rough pasture, particularly where it has been poached by cattle – in some cases moderately high
densities of Lapwings are now breeding in this habitat.
The main post‐breeding return began with 23 at Stocks Reservoir on 7 June and 76 at
Seaforth the next day. Numbers across the county quickly increased in July with counts of 1300 at
Cockersand and 106 at Champion Moor and 250 Lower Rivington Reservoir. Up to 4500 were at
Glasson in August. A brief influx on 30 Aug at Seaforth consisted of 1200 birds. In September up to
ten visible migrants were seen daily over Caton Moor. Nearer to the coast a regular feeding flock
in Thornton, Merseyside peaked at 386 on 15 September and up to 6500 were at Freckleton. In
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October 2300 were at Cockerham. One found dead at Pilling Lane Ends on 12 October had been
ringed there as an adult on 6 May 1995.
Numbers increased in November to reach 5000 at Cockerham and 6000 at Glasson in
December whilst in the south‐west 240 at Oglet Shore on 1 December was notable. A flock of 120
was on Croston Moss on 6 December and 15 were still present at Belmont in hard weather in late
December. Large flocks continued to be reported in the second winter period in the east included
220 in Burnley on 23 December.

KNOT Calidris canutus
Abundant winter visitor and passage migrant to coasts. Uncommon inland. Amber List
(internationally important wintering population)
International importance 4500; national importance 2800.
WeBS counts
MBS
Ribble
Alt

Jan
13120
9000
849

Feb
14259
6196
12900

Mar
12902
26310
2720

Apr
4399
30136
3102

May
163
16027
7213

Jun
1775
5001
2

Jul
1
3001
0

Aug
735
31503
4973

Sep
3741
15120
8211

Oct
2517
2270
6137

Nov
23881
9615
10401

Dec
11738
9020
18001

Overall wintering numbers were fairly typical of the past few years with Morecambe Bay
continuing to predominate, and the main feature was the not unusual switch from the Ribble to
the Alt in both winter periods. Passage numbers showed signs of stabilising, or even increasing
slightly, after suffering a roughly 30% decline since the late 1990s. Heysham retains its pre‐
eminence as a roost site, with 26500 there in November the largest site count of the year. Other
large counts included 11000 in May and August and 10500 in September on Marshside shore, and
12000 at Glasson on 26 Nov.
Good numbers of summering second‐calendar‐year birds were picked up by the WeBS
counts on the Ribble and there were 10000 birds on the Lune at Cockersand on 8 June. First‐
summer birds lingered into July on the Alt with up to 3000 on Crosby Shore and at Seaforth up to
the first week of August.
Inland records were typically sparse: singles at Alston Reservoirs on 18‐19 March and 16
July, Stocks Reservoir on 26 March and 19 June, Brockholes on 1 April and MMWWT on 13 April,
11 July and 13 Sept.

SANDERLING Calidris alba
Abundant passage migrant and common winter visitor.
International importance: 1200; national importance 210 (winter), 300 (passage)
WeBS counts
MBS
Ribble
Alt

Jan
52
350
649

Feb
44
2562
747

Mar
6
3550
1243

Apr
19
3610
984

May
52
2895
939

Jun
0
338
5

Jul
3
4
158

Aug
0
4104
1213

Sep
27
2360
727

Oct
7
2372
493

Nov
206
1960
551

Dec
385
1560
1045

The Morecambe Bay WeBS counts – made almost entirely at Rossall – in November and December
were the highest there in winter since 1993 and the highest in any season since 1998. Numbers on
the Ribble were fairly typical all year, while Alt passage totals were low in both seasons.
Combined winter numbers appear to be declining somewhat on the Ribble and Alt but remain 50%
higher than during the 1980s; although passage numbers have halved over the same period these
two estuaries still account for around 20% of the British population.
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Large site counts included 1750 at St. Annes on 9 March and 19 Oct, 2000 at Cabin Hill on 5
May and Crosby Shore on 2 Aug, and 1403 at Rossall Point on 29 Dec.
Inland records consisted of singles at Stocks Reservoir on 28 April and 4 May and
MMWWT on 16 May and 15 Sept, and two at Brockholes Wetland on 22 May with one there on the
28th.

LITTLE STINT Calidris minuta
Fairly common passage migrant. Scarce winter visitor.
There were just two definite winter records, at Blundellsands on 7 Jan and Marshside on 17 & 28
Feb, but up to three at Marshside on 23‐26 March may have been wintering locally. One or more of
these may have accounted for occasional records there throughout April.
Only a handful of migrants were seen in spring: two at Little Singleton on the Wyre on 22‐
24 May, three at Marshside on the 25‐26th with one there on 4 June, and singles at Glasson Marsh
and Sunderland Point on 28 May and Stocks Reservoir on 30 May and 9 June.
July produced singles, presumably returning adults, on the Eric Morecambe complex on
the 1st and 31st and at Marshside on the 19th. No more were seen until two juveniles at Seaforth
on 12‐13 Sept with three there on the 15‐16th and one on the 22nd, two at Skippool Creek on the
13th, three juveniles at Birkdale on the 14‐18th and one at Crossens on the 17th, which was the
only autumn record specifically recorded as an adult. The remaining records were two on the Eric
Morecambe complex on 28 Sept with single(s) there on 5‐18 Oct, singles at Cockersand on 24 Sept,
Heysham on the 29th and Pilling Marsh on 2 & 18‐19 Oct, and two at Marshside on 19 Oct,

TEMMINCK’S STINT* Calidris temminckii
Scarce passage migrant.
A better year than 2007 with singles at the Eric Morecambe complex on 10 May (M Fanshawe),
Marshside on the 13th (P Kinsella), MMWWT on 22‐25 May (finder unknown) and Alston
Reservoirs on the 28th (G Thomas). Two on Aldcliffe Marsh on 23‐25 May (D Heywood) was an
exceptional multiple record.

WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER* Calidris fuscicollis
Vagrant.
An adult was at Skippool Creek on 31 July to 1 Aug (P Slade). This was Lancashire’s thirteenth
record (two of them involving two birds) and the third record on the Wyre Estuary since 2003,
raising the possibility that it was a returning bird. White‐rumped Sandpipers have been recorded
in the county in all years since 2001 except 2004 and 2006.

PECTORAL SANDPIPER* Calidris melanotos
Rare passage migrant
There were just two accepted records, singles at Marshside on 8 July (I Hiley, G Clarkson) and the
Eric Morecambe complex on 27 Sept (finder unknown).
Others were reported at MMWWT in May and October and the Eric Morecambe complex
in May but no details were forthcoming.

CURLEW SANDPIPER Calidris ferruginea
Fairly common passage migrant
None were seen in either winter period.
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A weak spring passage began with singles at Marshside on 17 April, Cockersand on the
27th and MMWWT on the 30th, and concluded with one at Seaforth on 2 May and one or two
occasionally at Marshside from 17 May to 2 June.
The onset of autumn was marked by four adults at Seaforth on 26 July, rising to six there on
2 Aug, followed by singles at Cockersand on 6 Aug and MMWWT on the 20th. Passage quickened
in September as juveniles began to move through, with peak counts of three at Hightown on the
9th, six on the Eric Morecambe complex on the 16th, eleven on Crossens Out Marsh on the 20th
and six at Marshside on the 22nd and Banks Marsh on the 24th. Notable October counts included
four on Pilling Marsh on the 2nd, six at Skippool Creek on the 12th and seven at Marshside on the
19th; the last was at Seaforth on 25 Oct.

PURPLE SANDPIPER Calidris maritima
Scarce winter visitor. Amber List (wintering decline)
2007. An adult was on the Marshside haul road on 15‐26 Nov.
2008. One or two were seen regularly at Morecambe until 13 Feb and one from 6 Nov until at least
18 Dec. It was similar picture at the county’s two other regular sites with two present at Fleetwood
Marine Lakes and Rossall Point until 22 April and two at Heysham until 3 May with one
remaining until the 16th. However, the only record at Fleetwood at the other end of the year was
one on 11 Nov, while up to three were at Heysham from 24 Oct into 2009.
The only other records were singles at Granny’s Bay, Fairhaven on 5 May and Crosby
Shore on 6 Dec

DUNLIN Calidris alpina
Abundant passage migrant and winter visitor. Scarce breeding bird. Red List (winter
decline; localised breeder).
International importance 9500 (schinzii) 13300 (alpina); national importance 5600
WeBS counts
MBS
Ribble
Alt

Jan
7164
11900
890

Feb
5058
3263
3355

Mar
6586
10309
1874

Apr
1996
2450
1089

May
898
52551
7652

Jun
6
668
3

Jul
966
2568
1044

Aug
684
33282
1768

Sep
3123
3689
1248

Oct
1951
6696
1155

Nov
11896
9587
1577

Dec
6734
15436
2028

Dunlin has been recently ‘red‐listed’ due to significantly declining wintering numbers, a situation
which is reflected on the Lancashire estuaries where average winter peaks have fallen by around
50% since the 1990s, although it appears these may now be stabilising. Passage numbers, however,
have declined by only around 20% in the county and 2008 brought further signs of a slight upward
trend: the May counts were the highest ever in spring on the Alt and the largest since 1995 on the
Ribble. This difference in seasonal trends may have been influenced by climate change, which has
seen a switch of some British wintering waders to the east coast while passage birds that winter
further south are perhaps less affected.
Notable site counts included a spectacular 21965 on Marshside shore on 10 May with 4560
there on 20 Dec, 4500 at Cockersand on 4 May, 4577 at Cockerham Marsh on 16 Nov and 4000 at
Granny’s Bay on 29 April. Seaforth had a record count of 1245 on 1 Aug, while 820 on Garston
Shore was the only significant count received from the Mersey Estuary.
The only breeding records received were from the Belmont Moors, Boulsworth Hill and
Wet Moss but late June records at Alston and Stocks Reservoirs may have been local birds.
The main inland passage movements took place between 15 March and the end of May,
and from 17 June to late September. The largest inland counts occurred on 27 April when 17 were
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at both MMWWT and Prescot Reservoirs and eleven at Brockholes Wetland, but very many birds
were seen in low single‐figure flocks throughout the county during both passage periods. Singles
at Brockholes and Alston and Foulridge Reservoirs in November and MMWWT in December were
the only winter records inland.

RUFF Philomachus pugnax
Fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor. Rare breeder. Red List (rare
breeder).
International importance 10000; national importance 50.
Monthly peak counts
Jan
MMWWT
67
Marshside/
Crossens
36
EMC
0

Feb
49

Mar
50

Apr
25

May
1

Jun
2

Jul
24

Aug
24

Sep
40

Oct
48

Nov
50

Dec
42

32
0

37
0

13
1

12
1

9
0

4
0

1
2

12
3

50
0

20
0

4
0

Seven on flooded fields on Downholland Moss on 7 Feb, up to three in the Fluke Hall/Pilling
Marsh area in January and February four at Newton Marsh on 28 Nov and singles at Freckleton
Naze on 22 Nov and Glasson on 18 Dec were the only winter records away from the main sites.
A small spring passage was recorded from around the middle of March until the end of
April, with most records consisting of a series of ones and twos at Mythop, with one‐day singles at
Seaforth, Sowerby and the Eric Morecambe complex.

A peak of seven males and five females attended the lek at Marshside during early May, when
mating was recorded on three occasions. Three males and a female were still present on 9 June but
breeding was not confirmed. A male and a female were together on Newton Marsh on 9 May.
The return passage began with singles on the Conder Pool on 7 July and Foulridge
Reservoir the following day (the only record in the east this year). Most reports came from the
Fylde where peaks of six were recorded at Todderstaffe Hall on 30‐31 Aug, a remarkable 26 at
Mythop on 17 Sept, twelve at Mythop on 20 Sept, five at Cocker’s Dyke on 7 Sept and Hardhorn on
29 Aug. Elsewhere, the largest passage counts were four juveniles at Seaforth on 21‐22 Aug and
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three on the Eric Morecambe complex in September. Late records included singles at Mythop on 8
Oct and Fleetwood on the 19th.

JACK SNIPE Lymnocryptes minimus
Fairly common, though overlooked, passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber List
(Species of European Conservation Concern).
Birds were recorded in small numbers from more than 50 sites during both winter periods.
The largest counts were threes at Belmont on 26 Jan, Myerscough Quarry on 27 Feb and
Downholland Moss on 26 March, five at Lea Green, St. Helens on 23 Jan, five at Brockholes
Wetland on 18 Oct, three at Seaforth on 6 Nov, 15 at Cabin Hill on 14 Nov with 19 there on 23 Dec,
four at Buckshaw Village on 24 Nov with eight there on the 28th, four at Heysham on 26 Nov,
three at Knott End on 29 Nov, five on Birkdale Green Beach and three at Allsprings on 1 Dec.
The last spring birds were at Leighton Moss on 18 April, Lytham St. Annes on the 19th and
Birkdale on the 23rd before a very late bird on Waddington Fell on 28 May.
The first returned to Billington (east Lancs) on 27 Sept, Leighton Moss on the 29th,
Myerscough Quarry on 2 Oct, Cronton Colliery on the 11th and Brockholes on the 18th.

SNIPE Gallinago gallinago
Common but declining wintering and breeding bird. Amber List (Species of European
Conservation Concern).
Once again Snipe were reported in winter from wetlands in all parts of the county with some
particularly large counts from regular haunts, most notably Grove Lane Marsh which held 124+ on
19 Jan, 159 on 8 Feb, 114 on 14 March and 147 on 15 Oct. A further indication that this was a
bumper year came with a count of at least 120 on Hameldon Hill on 6 Jan – the most ever seen
there by a regular observer. Other significant winter tallies included 60 at Silverdale Moss on 5
Feb, 51 at Weeton on 17 Feb, 61 at Cocker’s Dyke on 14 Nov, 50 at Buckshaw Village, Chorley on
16 Nov, 120 at Leighton Moss on 20 Nov, 65 on the saltmarsh at Heysham on 26 Nov, 125 at
Fleetwood on 14 Dec and 85 at Cabin Hill on 23 Dec; 49 at Lea Green on 3 Feb was a good count for
St. Helens.
As usual, breeding information was far from comprehensive – hopefully the atlas survey
will fill in the gaps. The only indications of population size came from the Belmont area, where
seven ‘pairs’ bred at the reservoir and 14 were drumming on surrounding in‐bye land, and
MMWWT where six ‘pairs’ nested, although ‘numbers’ were reported drumming at Leighton
Moss, Hindburndale, Roeburndale, Littledale, Hawthornthwaite, Tower Lodge, Abbeystead,
Jubilee Tower and Marshaw. Breeding was also thought probable at Marshside, at Alston
Reservoirs, Boulsworth Hill, Champion Moor, Marl Hill and Wycoller in east Lancashire, and in
the Chorley area at Lower House, Brook House, Jepson’s Gate, Lead Mines Clough and off Noon
Hill track.
The first returning birds at Fleetwood on 20 July and Seaforth on the 27th were followed by
some sizable autumn counts, including 40 on visible migration watches at Caton Moor between 19
Sept and 1 Oct, 65 at Alston Reservoirs on 8 Sept, 200 at MMWWT on the 15th, 75 on Marshside
shore on 18 Oct and 56 at Jameson Road, Fleetwood on the 19th.
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WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola
Common winter visitor and fairly common breeder. Amber List (Species of European
Conservation Concern).
Winter reports were received from around 50 sites throughout the county but this undoubtedly
hugely underestimates the true numbers. The vast majority of records were of ones or twos;
exceptions included a remarkable 83+ flushed by pheasant‐beaters at Belmont in the last few days
of January with 22 there on 3 Dec and at least 36 during shoots in late December, eight at Thatto
Heath, St. Helens on 4 Feb, and threes in Whalley Banks Wood (east Lancashire) on 20 Feb, Moor
Piece on 14 & 21 March, Prescot Reservoirs on 24 Nov and 10 Dec and Singleton on 11 Jan.
Evidence of confirmed breeding is always very hard to come by, so one with two small
chicks in a wood near Heald Brow, Silverdale on 23 May was an unusual discovery. The BTO
survey at Eaves Wood, Silverdale yielded ten sightings in an hour on 2 May and six sightings were
made in the 30 minutes after sunset at Heald Brow on the 5th. Elsewhere in the north of the county
moth surveying recorded roding birds in 37 tetrads and roding was also reported from Leighton
Moss (3),Warton Crag 4, Eaves Wood (3), Silverdale Moss, Yealand Redmayne, Whittington,
Claughton, Thrushgill and Roeburndale. A minimum of five roding males were recorded in the
Belmont/Roddlesworth area and one at White Coppice; other presumed breeding sites were
Kemple End Woods, Longridge, Moor Piece and Stocks Reservoir.
A migrant was flushed from moorland near Belmont on 29 Oct but local gamekeepers
reported that it was not until the ‘Woodcock moon’ in mid‐November that any numbers of
migrants arrived. One at Seaforth on 6 Nov and Crosby Coastal Park the same day were the only
other migrants reported.

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosa
Abundant passage migrant and winter visitor. Rare breeder. Red List (rare breeder).
International importance 470; national importance 150
Monthly peak counts
Jan
MBS WeBS
274
EM complex
645
Ribble WeBS
2921
Marshside
4000
Alt (Seaforth)
0

Feb
265
920
3913
854
24

Mar
57
865
935
500
72

Apr
766
930
1576
1000
65

May
362
340
127
48
10

Jun
293
290
205
159
8

Jul
108
240
178
310
74

Aug
155
30
1706
1500
142

Sep
681
670
548
3200
143

Oct
795
770
2211
2650
70

Nov
700
652
2097
1402
18

Dec
486
270
2823
2521
31

There is still no hint of any slowing in the growth of the Icelandic population nor of numbers
wintering on the two main estuaries, where significant numbers were missed by WeBS counts at
Marshside in January and the Eric Morecambe complex in February; the county now regularly
supports more than 10% of the flyway population. The north Lancashire population commutes
between the Eric Morecambe complex, Leighton Moss and Jenny’s Brown’s Point, making it
difficult to carry out coordinated counts and making it possible that those in the table are
somewhat underestimated.
Few winter counts of any consequence were made away from the two main sites but the
picture was a little different during passage periods. A thousand on Newton Marsh on were 2
April were perhaps part of the Ribble wintering population but some other largish flocks were
seen away from the usual haunts in early spring, including 379 at Bourbles Pit on 2 March, 212 at
Glasson on the 11th, 200 at Cockersand on the 31st and 520 at Sowerby on 10 April. The only
autumn counts of any note were 176 at MMWWT on 6 July and 420 at Granny’s Bay on the 20th.
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As usual, rather few were seen any great distance inland. Brockholes Wetland recorded
birds on four dates in spring, including 18 on 11 April, 26 on 25 June and on four dates in July with
17 on the 31st. Four were at Withnell Fold Flash on 25 April and seven at Belmont Reservoir the
following day. The first two in east Lancashire at Champion Moor on 10 May were followed by
one at Alston Wetland on 14 May, three at Stocks Reservoir on 9‐13 June, seven at Foulridge
Reservoirs on 22 June with one there on 8 July, four at Alston on 16 July, three at Rishton Reservoir
on 28 Aug with one there on 2‐6 Sept, and one at Hesketh Lane on 29 Aug.
Breeding again took place on Newton Marsh involving three European race birds, two
males and one female. A fox predated an early nest but a second clutch was laid within five days
and four chicks hatched. Confirmed sightings of the four chicks were made for the first four days
but these soon reduced to two chicks and then stopped, except for one possible sighting of what
may have been a slightly larger chick on 20 June.

BAR-TAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica
Abundant passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber List (international importance).
International importance 1200; national importance 620
Monthly peak counts
Jan
MBS WeBS
408
Glasson
2100
Ribble WeBS
3411
Alt WeBS
95

Feb
29
650
1395
2614

Mar
388
760
1950
2939

Apr
111
87
2801
272

May
95
85
381
24

Jun
2
59
0
57

Jul
28
60
20
408

Aug
9
33
360
2017

Sep
48
500
20
8171

Oct
164
1200
2762
2102

Nov
994
2500
173
4146

Dec
105
1450
833
4000

Bar‐tailed Godwits wintering in Lancashire have declined by around 50% since the mid‐1990s, a
trend continued this year on both the Ribble and Morecambe Bay, although January counts of 1100
at Fluke Hall and 2100 at Glasson were both missed by WeBS. Ribble peak winter counts now
average around 3500 compared with 10‐15000 during the 1980s and early 1990s and 9‐10000 in the
early years of this century. The Alt flocks are showing signs of stabilising around the 3500‐4000
mark, down from 8500 or so in 2001‐03 but similar to numbers in the mid‐1990s.
The September count on the Alt was a site record by almost a factor of two but autumn
passage elsewhere was unexceptional. There was little indication of any substantial numbers of
summering birds anywhere.
There were just two inland records: one with Lapwings at Fishmoor Reservoir on 21 Jan
and another at Earnsdale Reservoir on 14 July.

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus
Common passage migrant, especially in spring.
International importance 6100 (islandicus), 2300 (phaeopus); national importance 50 (passage).
The first on Warton Marsh on 11 April was followed at Marshside on the 13th, Barnacre, Little
Singleton, Lytham and Sowerby on the 14th, Seaforth on the 15th, and Teal Bay and Jenny Brown’s
Point on the 16th. After that numerous small overflying or feeding flocks were reported
throughout the coastal areas and western lowlands and less commonly in the east of the county.
The spring passage was described as outstanding in the north of the county but was fairly
typical elsewhere. Notable counts away from the major sites included 45 at Croston on 26 April, 27
at Heysham on the 27th, 22 at Prescot Reservoirs on the 28th, 35 at Abbeystead on the 29th and 20‐
40 at Bretherton, Charnock Richard and Coppull between the 25th and 28th. Sixteen at Sandstone
on 26 April was the peak in the east of the county, while the largest April counts in the Fylde were
26 at Lytham Moss on the 19th, 29 at Rossall Point on the 21st and 40 at Inskip on the 24th.
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Evening Roost Counts

Brockholes Wetland
Barnacre Reservoir
Formby mosses *

April
16 21
33
/
/
/
4 137

22 23 24 25 28 29 30
67
/ 101 270 263 277 293
/ 178
/
/ 417
/
/
59
/
/
/
/
/
/

May
1
2
3
4
5
304 282 147 220 109
287
/
/
/
/
/ 48 45 35 37

7
/
7
75

* includes birds feeding on Downholland & Plex Mosses, North Moss Lane and Cheshire Lines, plus roosts
at Formby Tip.

Interestingly, with the exception of 20 at Newton Marsh on the 3rd and Pilling on the 9th,
only low single figures were seen away from the main sites during May when numbers were at
their highest at Barnacre and Brockholes, perhaps indicating a steady build‐up in the centre of the
county in late April.
Final spring passage records came on 7 May at Seaforth, the 9th at Stocks Reservoir, the
11th on the Formby mosses, the 27th at JBP and the 30th at Cockersand, before a late bird at Teal
Bay on 13 June.
A typically sparse autumn passage got underway with singles at Preesall on 4 July,
Cockersand on the 5th and Heysham the following day. Birds were reported from a mere dozen or
sites and almost all records were of low single figures; exceptions included 13 at Skippool Creek on
15 July, 15 at Knott End on the 29th, ten at Teal Bay on the 30th and eight at Cockersand on 14
Aug. The last was at Marshside on 30 Sept.

CURLEW Numenius arquata
Abundant winter and breeding bird. Amber List (breeding decline).
International importance 8500; national importance 1500.
WeBS counts
MBS
Ribble
Alt

Jan
5678
685
805

Feb
6829
1419
770

Mar
3833
761
355

Apr
2939
75
196

May
603
33
1

Jun
1330
13
0

Jul
2104
479
166

Aug
3257
1308
997

Sep
3241
1086
383

Oct
3593
961
147

Nov
8724
1217
205

Dec
4245
614
245

Overall, there was little sign of any change in numbers wintering in the county although peak
counts on the Alt fell below 1000 for the first time since 1997. Numbers have always fluctuated in
Morecambe Bay but there has been a hint of an upward trend in recent winters and a return to the
average peak counts of 10000 or so at the start of the century; the Lancashire section of the SPA
remains of international importance for Curlew in its own right. Notable site counts included 1642
at Fluke Hall on 10 Feb and 4130 at Cockerham on 16 Nov.
The WeBS counts give a clear indication of the shift away from the coast during February.
The first were seen in the east of the county at Altham, Jumbles and Barrow on 9 Feb, a few days
later than in 2007. Other arrivals came on 11 Feb at Belmont Reservoir, and Brockholes Wetland
and Withnell Fold on the 17th. One at Wycoller on 14 Feb was the observer’s earliest for several
years. Numbers grew to 177 at Altham‐Martholme on 28 Feb and 215 on 8 March, 75 at Belmont on
29 Feb and 168 on 9 March, 311 at Whitemoor Reservoir on 2 March, 82 at Withnell Fold Flash on 8
March and 127 at Brockholes on 7 March. Nearer the coast, 258 were on Downholland Moss on 12
March and 391 on various Formby mosslands on 10 April.
Curlews remain widespread breeding birds in the Lancashire uplands but, as usual, only
patchy information on nesting was received. In the West Pennine Moors two pairs bred at Belmont
Reservoir and on improved pastures at Roddlesworth, and 14 pairs on 4km² of Turton and
Longworth Moors. Fourteen pairs on the Lune between Skerton Weir and Kirkby Lonsdale were
four down on 2007, while the only double‐figure count on the breeding grounds of east Lancashire
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were 16 birds at Bashall Town. Birds were heard ‘singing’ at Low Meadows, Rufford on 27 May,
perhaps hinting at a lowland breeding record.
Birds began returning to the coast in mid‐June and grew steadily throughout July and
August. Few inland concentrations were reported in autumn but 166 on the Old Coach Road, St.
Helens was an exception. The latest records any distance inland were at Brockholes on 25 Oct and
Alston Reservoirs on 16 Nov.

COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos
Common passage migrant, fairly common breeding bird. Scarce in winter. Amber List
(breeding decline).
There were records in each winter period: singles on the Wyre at Little Singleton on 28 Feb, at
Conder Pool until the turn of year, Dingle Reservoir in the West Pennines on 27 Dec and on the
River Alt near Sefton Meadows during December.
The spring passage got off to a slightly late start with singles at Brockholes Wetland on 9
April, Mythop on the 10th, Marton Mere and Altham on the 11th and Seaforth and Stocks
Reservoir on the 12th; the first in north Lancashire was at Aldcliffe on 14 April. The coastal passage
was rather more prolonged than last year, lasting until 22 May at Heysham, the 27th on the Fylde,
the 28th at Seaforth and 4 June at Marshside. No spring passage site held more than single figures,
with counts of five at Marton Mere and Prescot Reservoirs, and four at Rawcliffe Hall and
Fleetwood Marsh the highest.
Similar numbers to 2007 bred in the West Pennine Moors: six pairs on and around Belmont
Reservoir, at least eight pairs on the four main reservoirs of the Rivington complex, four pairs at
Delph Reservoir and single pairs at Wards and Springs Reservoirs. Elsewhere, there were 14
territorial pairs on the Lune between Wenning Foot and Arkholme and 13 between Arkholme and
Leck Beck and Kirkby Lonsdale, two pairs bred at Brockholes and three on the Calder at Altham‐
Martholme with another at Pendle Hall; there were widespread reports elsewhere in east
Lancashire during the breeding season but it is unclear how many bred. One pair held territory at
Lightfoot Green, Fulwood but breeding was not confirmed.
The first returning birds were reported on the Conder Estuary on 10 June and at Seaforth
on the 22nd, and autumn passage was well underway by the end of the month. As usual, the
largest number were on the Wyre and Lune; notable counts included 28 in the Shard Bridge area
on 3 July with 39 there on the 6th, 26 on the 9th, 23 on the 14th and twelve on 2 Aug, 15 on Conder
Pool on 27 June with 13 there on 14 July and 2 Aug, 16 at Myerscough Quarry on 29 June and
twelve at Little Singleton on 17 July. No double‐figure counts were recorded anywhere else in the
county.
The last were seen on the breeding grounds at Anglezarke on 3 Aug, in east Lancashire on
17 Sept and Brockholes on 9 Oct, and on the coast at Seaforth on 21 Sept, Marton Mere on the 28th
and Marshside on 18 Oct.

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus
Fairly common on passage, especially autumn. Scarce winter visitor.
Probably record numbers were seen during the first winter period. Up to five were at Mythop
throughout January with two there during February and up to four in March; one or two
continued to be seen regularly there until early May and it is impossible to state clearly when or if
spring passage birds replaced wintering ones.
Other wintering singles were recorded at Carr House Green Common on 3 Jan and 5 Feb,
Yarrow Valley Park on 8 Feb, Todderstaffe Hall on 9 & 16 Feb, Weeton on 9‐10 Feb, Aldcliffe
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Marsh on 12‐16 Feb, in a ditch near MMMWWT on 18 Feb, Waterside Farm on the 20th and Little
Singleton on the 28th. Up to three were at Brockholes Wetland during January and until 17 Feb.
Two at Cockerham Moss on 2 March and Aldcliffe on the 4th, and singles at Lightfoot Green on
the 2nd into April and Arkholme on the 6th also seem likely to have been locally wintering birds.
At the back end of the year singles were at Croston Finney on 6 Dec, Eccleston on the 7th,
MMWWT on the 14th and Brockholes on the 18th and 28th (which was perhaps one of two seen on
17 & 27 Nov), and one on Banks Marsh on 21 Dec. Up to seven at Mythop on 6‐15 Nov and one at
Larbreck on the 22nd may have been late passage birds, but singles remained at Myerscough
Quarry, Lightfoot Green and Mythop in December.
The first definite spring migrants were at Gale Moss, Chorley on 3 April, Brockholes on 7‐9
April with three there on the 21st, four at Buckshaw Village on the 9th, Arkholme on the 11th and
Alston Wetland on the 23rd. Ones and twos were at Mythop, Sowerby and Myerscough Quarry
through to 1 May and a late bird at Marton Mere on the 25th. One at the same site on 14 June may
have been summering or perhaps marked the start of the return passage movement.
Migrants were seen at more than 20 sites in the Fylde and Preston areas from mid‐June to
late November with peak counts of four at Great Plumpton on 27 July, three at Myerscough
Quarry on the 30th and six at Mythop on 14‐16 Oct. Just three were seen in east Lancashire
between 5 July and 24 Aug at Foulridge and Clowbridge Reservoirs and Champion Moor. The
north of the county fared better with peaks of seven at Aldcliffe 5 Sept and five Arkholme on 20
Sept with four there on 21 Oct. On Merseyside, up to four were recorded in the Sankey Valley, two
at Prescot Reservoirs, three at Cabin Hill and Marshside, and singles at Kirkby Moss and Seaforth.
West Lancashire had one on Downholland Moss on 5 July, two at Mere Sands Wood from late
August and up to four regularly at MMWWT between 10 June and 11 Oct.

SPOTTED REDSHANK Tringa erythropus
Fairly common passage migrant. Amber List (Species of European Conservation
Concern).
Monthly peak counts
Jan
EM Complex/JBP 1
Conder Est. &
Glasson
2
Morecambe
1

Feb
1

Mar
1

Apr
2

May
1

Jun
2

Jul
2

Aug
2

Sep
8

Oct
6

Nov
3

Dec
2

2
2

3
2

3
2

1
0

1
0

2
1

2
1

2
1

4
0

4
0

3
0

The bulk of records away from the regular sites in the table came from the Fylde area: singles at
Warton Marsh on 23 Feb, 7 April and 23 Nov, Bartle Pools on 19 March to 24 April (assumed to be
the returning spring bird), Blackleach and Cockersand on 19 March and 19 Nov, Newton Marsh on
13 April and 5 May, Barnaby’s Sands on 17 Aug, Skippool Creek on 28 Aug and Inskip on 8‐11
Sept.
The only others were singles at MMWWT on 6 Sept, 7 Oct and 25 Oct, and one at
Marshside/Crossens from 25 Sept to the end of the year.

GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia
Fairly common on passage, especially in autumn. Scarce in winter.
As usual the bulk of records were in the north of the county and are summarised above.
There were just two other winter records: three at Sunderland Point on 27 Feb were
presumably the same as at Glasson, and one at Seaforth on 10 Feb. One at Cockersand on 19 March
was also perhaps one of the Lune winterers and one at Freckleton on 22 Jan may also have been
wintering. One bird remained on the Eric Morecambe complex until May.
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Spring passage began with one at Warton Marsh on 7 April, single(s) at Seaforth on 13 and
16 April, at Mythop on 20‐22 April and at MMWWT on the 21st. Singles at Mere Sands Wood on
26 April, Claughton on 18 May, Sowerby on 22‐23 May and Alston Reservoirs on 23 and 27 May
were the only other spring records.
Monthly peak counts
Jan
EM Complex
1
Conder Est. &
Glasson
3
River Wyre
0

Feb
1

Mar
1

Apr
1

May
1

Jun
2

Jul
13

Aug
20

Sep
28

Oct
9

Nov
2

Dec
1

2
0

2
0

2
0

2
0

2
2

11
12

10
12

6
6

6
5

3
0

2
0

One at MMWWT on 1 June may have been a late migrant; the autumn passage more likely
began with two on the Eric Morecambe complex on 24 June and one at Little Singleton on the 28th.
Birds continued to move through until the last probable migrants on 19 Oct at Fleetwood Marsh
and Freckleton, with notable counts of 17 on Freckleton/Newton Marsh on 17 Aug, eight at
Marshside on 30 Aug and five at MMWWT on 31 July to 8 Aug. Ones and twos were also seen at
Bank End, Cockersand, Pilling Marsh, Knott End, Singleton, Todderstaffe Hall, Waterside Farm,
Hesketh Out Marsh, Upper Foulridge and Springs Reservoirs, Brockholes Wetland and Seaforth.

WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa glareola
Uncommon passage migrant. Amber List (Species of European Conservation Concern).
It was a similar year to 2007, with five records in spring and ten in autumn.
With the exception of two on the Eric Morecambe complex on 18 May all spring records
were of singles: at Mythop on 17‐20 April, Seaforth on the 19th, Mythop on 9 May and Bartle Pools
on the 12th.
Autumn began with one at Leighton Moss on 24 June with an adult there on 7 Aug, three at
MMWWT on the 25th with further singles there on 25 Aug and 30 Aug to 1 Sept, singles on the
Douglas on 4 July, at Prescot Reservoirs on 7 Aug and Barnaby’s Sands on the 17th, and finally
single juveniles at Silverdale Moss on 4 Sept and Crossens/Marshside on the 16‐17th.

REDSHANK Tringa totanus
Abundant passage and winter visitor. Fairly common breeding bird. Amber List (non‐
breeding decline).
International importance 2800; national importance 1200
Monthly Peak Counts
Jan
MBS WeBS
2882
EM complex
85
Ribble WeBS
1875
Marshside
65
Alt WeBS
694
Seaforth
500

Feb
4092
193
1498
200
641
350

Mar
2512
306
977
600
805
527

Apr
4046
520
907
235
410
145

May
219
30
250
49
78
50

June
165
80
250
46
3
156

July
1303
120
257
50
235
480

Aug
4299
330
1826
220
1025
575

Sept
7476
620
3414
202
295
400

Oct
7050
650
3037
96
305
305

Nov
7028
220
2486
107
552
530

Dec
4806
15
1431
51
344
327

Early peak counts on Morecambe Bay were fairly typical but those in September to November
were the second highest ever: the only others exceeding 5000 were 8935 in September 1997 and
5969 in October 2002. The birds were distributed fairly evenly throughout the bay. The dip in
numbers in December suggests that many may have been passage migrants.
The Ribble enjoyed a typical year while numbers on the Alt in winter showed another
slight decline, although the August count was the highest in autumn since 2004. Six hundred at
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Marshside on 26 March was an exceptional site count. The largest count from the Lancashire
section of the Mersey Estuary was 212 at Speke Hall‐Garston on 25 Feb.
Small numbers wintered over a fairly wide area of east Lancashire and the West Pennines,
with perhaps the first immigrants arriving in mid‐March.
The only breeding information received from the uplands was of one pair at Alston
Reservoirs and eight pairs at Belmont Reservoir and surrounding in‐bye land. There were 54
territorial pairs alongside the Lune between Skerton Weir and Kirkby Lonsdale – ten fewer than
2007 although one section was unsurveyed. Forty pairs nested on the Marshside freshmarshes
with six on Crossens Inner Marsh and an additional 50 pairs estimated on the adjacent
saltmarshes. Four pairs bred on Hesketh Out Marsh and two or three along the Douglas in SD41T.
Nine pairs were at MMWWT with the first brood hatching on 28 May.
The first birds returned to Seaforth in mid‐June, coinciding with a reported reduction in
numbers in the east.

TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres
Common passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber List (international importance).
International importance 1500; national importance 500
Monthly Peak Counts
Jan
MBS WeBS
472
Fleetwood
285
Ribble WeBS
13
Alt WeBS
53

Feb
627
351
3
31

Mar
555
350
157
40

Apr
508
387
17
149

May
42
19
162
5

June
6
2
19
0

July
8
50
0
1

Aug
257
/
149
7

Sept
451
160
43
48

Oct
604
320
1
41

Nov
666
410
8
9

Dec
557
161
162
19

The Alt, where most are now found on the training walls of the river outfall, experienced a
continuing decline; an early count of 52 on 28 July was missed by WeBS. Numbers were typical on
the Ribble but Morecambe Bay had the highest winter counts since 2001/02 and both passages
were slight higher than the recent averages. Other peak counts included 161 on 25 March, 285 on
23 April and 235 on 4 May at Heysham, and 160 on 18 May and 224 at 17 Aug at Lytham St. Annes.
The usual handful of inland records all occurred during passage periods with the exception
of one at Brockholes Wetland on 27 Jan: three at Prescot Reservoirs on 27 April, three at MMWWT
on 13 May with two there on 20 July and one on 3 Sept, three at Stocks Reservoir on 22 May with
two remaining the next day, one at Rishton Reservoir on 10 Aug and one at Alston Reservoirs on
15 Sept.

WILSON’S PHALAROPE Phalaropus tricolor
Vagrant.
A first‐summer male was at Seaforth on 3‐4 June (SJ White). It was feeding conveniently close to
the main hide and was almost the only non‐breeding wader on the reserve during its stay.
The record has been accepted by the BBRC and becomes the eighth for Lancashire and the
first since one at MMWWT on 30 Sept to 3 Oct 1991.

RED-NECKED PHALAROPE* Phalaropus lobatus
Rare passage migrant.
A juvenile was at MMWWT on 5 Sept (AS Disley et al)).
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GREY PHALAROPE Phalaropus fulicarius
Scarce passage migrant.
Single juveniles/first‐winters were at Prescot Reservoirs on 4‐6 Sept and off Heysham on 30 Sept.

POMARINE SKUA Stercorarius pomarinus
Uncommon double passage migrant. Rare in winter.
It was a below average year by recent standards, exacerbated by reduced spring coverage at Jenny
Brown’s Point.
Perhaps just one wide‐ranging juvenile was recorded in the mouth of the Mersey on 7 and
9 Jan and following the Isle of Man ferry into Heysham on 21 Jan and 22 Feb.
Heysham spring records (all north‐east‐bound light morph adults) comprised one on 1
May, five on 5 May and singles on 6, 8 & 22 May. All other records were of singles: off Knott End
on 7 May, over Fleetwood Marine Lakes on the 19th and off Jenny Brown’s Point on the 21st.
None were seen in Morecambe Bay in autumn and probably just four in Liverpool Bay, all
singles: off Blackpool on 6 Aug (unaged) with an adult there on the 11th, adult(s) off Formby and
Ainsdale on 19 Aug and a juvenile past Formby Point on 16 Oct.

ARCTIC SKUA Stercorarius parasiticus
Fairly common passage migrant, more numerous in autumn. Rare in winter.
Most notable were 43 flying south off Blackpool South Promenade on 19 Aug, a county record day‐
count. Otherwise, the year followed its usual general pattern with most spring records to the north
of Blackpool and most autumn ones from the Fylde and Sefton coasts.
Morecambe Bay
Heysham saw 51, mainly northbound, between 21 April and 2 June, with no daily counts above
five. A poor year with reduced seawatching at Jenny Brown’s Point produced just 13 between 21
April and 21 May – some of these probably also recorded at Heysham. One was struggling north‐
east over nearby Silverdale Moss on 24 May.
Autumn singles were seen off Heysham/Morecambe on 19 July and 25, 26 & 28 Aug. A ‘mid‐
season’ bird was off Jenny Brown’s Point on 22 June and one off Preesall Sands on 9 July.
Liverpool Bay
The only spring records off the Sefton Coast were singles off Seaforth on 19 April and Formby on 1
May but a total of 31 were seen from the Fylde coast, mainly Rossall Point, between 21 April and 4
June.
The largest numbers in autumn were seen off the Fylde coast with 103 between 8 July and 15
Sept, 61 of them during 18‐20 Aug; the count of 43 off Blackpool mentioned above was, perhaps
surprisingly, not reflected during simultaneous Formby Point coverage. Rossall Point recorded 27
between 19 July and 5 Oct and Formby Point/Ainsdale at least 35 between 20 June and 1 Oct.
Elsewhere, Marshside recorded singles on 21 Sept and 5 Oct and recorded two on 15‐16 July, four
on the 19th and one on 7 Sept, reflecting the lack of onshore winds in early autumn.

LONG-TAILED SKUA* Stercorarius longicaudus
Uncommon autumn migrant; rare in spring.
A dark/intermediate juvenile flew south off Formby Point on 26 Oct (J Dempsey, B McCarthy).
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GREAT SKUA (BONXIE) Stercorarius skua
Fairly common on passage, mostly in autumn gales. Rare in winter.
Spring passage comprised an early bird north past Formby Point on 2 March, singles off Jenny
Brown’s Point on 10 April and Rossall Point on 6 May, and presumably the same northbound bird
from two Blackpool sites on 20 May.
Autumn was only a little more productive, beginning with singles off Blackpool on 9 Aug
and Heysham on the 11th. The only others in the north were singles off Heysham on 10 Sept and
Jenny Brown’s Point on 1 Oct. Blackpool recorded further singles on 21 Aug and 12 Sept with two
there on 14 Sept. Rossall Point records were two on 10 Aug and 30 Sept, and singles on 11 Aug, 12
Sept and 1 Oct; two off Cleveleys on 1 Oct perhaps included this latter record from Rossall.
Seawatching was less rewarding off the Sefton Coast with singles on 18 and 20 July and 22 Aug
and two on 19 Aug at Formby, and one in the Mersey Mouth on 10 Aug.

SKUA SPECIES
Very few were reported. A possible Long‐tailed candidate involved a juvenile off Ainsdale on 2
Sept and there were possible Pomarines off Blackpool on 11 and 25 Aug.

SABINE’S GULL* Xema sabini
Uncommon passage migrant.
A second‐summer bird was seen at Heysham in the late afternoon of 9 Aug, an unusually early but
not unprecedented date for this species (P J Marsh et al). Although it disappeared soon afterwards,
it returned the following day at around the same time.
A juvenile was amongst Common Terns passing off Ainsdale shore on 3 Sept (JN
Dempsey).

KITTIWAKE Rissa tridactyla
Common passage migrant on coasts, fairly common in winter. Scarce inland.
Monthly Peak Counts
Jan
Heysham
44
Blackpool
1

Feb
75
1

Mar
1025
51

Apr
42
4

May
40
35

June
6
2

July
2
1

Aug
14
200

Sept
6
1

Oct
5
6

Nov
19
0

Dec
1
0

Rather a poor year for records of Kittiwake with the lion’s share from Heysham and Jenny Brown’s
Point. There were double‐figure counts there on several dates throughout January and February
with an increase in numbers towards the end of March, peaking at over a thousand on the 26th
(1,100 counted accurately from Jenny Brown’s Point) when there were also 51 off Starr Gate,
Blackpool and 126 off Rossall Point. After April numbers were generally in single figures. Gale
force winds on 12 March drove at least 190 past Heysham and into Morecambe Bay right up to
Jenny Brown’s Point. On 9 Jan, 90 flew west past Knott End and 51 were off Rossall Point on 26
Feb.
Numbers at Formby Point were also in single figures with records from March to
November and an outstanding peak count of 242 on 24 April with 100 there on 2 Aug.
The colony on the Liverpool dock walls numbered around 50 nests with 120 adults present
in late June; at least 15 juveniles fledged. Numbers at Seaforth peaked at just 18 on 28 May.
A juvenile was on the Junction Pool at Marshside in late July. On the Fylde coast, 82 were
off Starr Gate on 18 Aug followed by 200 on the 19th and 126 were off Rossall Point on 26 Oct.
Inland, there were several records of adult birds: singles at Pine Lake on 2 March and
Barrow Lodge on the 7th, three at Fishmoor Reservoir on the 21st with a single the next day,
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singles through Brockholes Wetland on the 22nd, 26th & 27th, Stocks Reservoir on the 24‐25th,
Myerscough Quarry on the 26th, Lower Foulridge Reservoir on 20‐23 July and Eccleston Mere on
5‐7 Sept.

BONAPARTE’S GULL Chroicocephalus philadelphia
Vagrant
A first‐summer was seen briefly at Marton Mere on 3 May (P Ellis, M & P McGough).
A first‐summer bird at Stocks Reservoir on the evening of 10 May (M Watson, M Breaks et
al) was a very good find in amongst the thousands of Black‐headed Gulls. The bird was seen to
roost on the island and was relocated at the Hodder inlet early the following morning when it soon
departed.
These two records, both accepted by the BBRC, could have related to the same individual
but nevertheless constitute the 11th and 12th records of this species for Lancashire, the first nine of
which were all at Seaforth.

BLACK-HEADED GULL Chroicocephalus ridibundus
Locally abundant breeding bird. Abundant winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber
List (non‐breeding decline).
International importance 20000; national importance 19000
Jan
WeBS
Alt Estuary
1170
MBS
1713
Monthly peak counts
Seaforth
5000
Marshside
245
Fishmoor Res 3000
Delph Res
200
Skippool Creek 239

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

June

July

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

1870
4024

248
1204

181
59

8
178

17
1225

403
3047

479
5804

49
2463

445
3494

545
2295

1196
1832

2000
1576
2500
1100
274

/
5923
/
1200
296

/
35
/
/
14

/
51
/
/
121

150
45
/
/
135

350
699
/
/
364

/
162
/
400
1800

1200
135
/
150
174

700
339
/
1200
2239

7500
671
6000
1000
345

3000
798
3500
800
/

During the first winter period there were several large counts of this common and widespread
species from inland roost sites including 3000 at Fishmoor Reservoir on 1 Jan and the several
thousand at Lower Rivington Reservoir on 4 Feb to approximately 20000 along the shore between
Ainsdale and Southport on 4 Feb. An albino bird was with a mixed flock of gulls on Downholland
Moss on 1 March where earlier in the year numbers had peaked at over 1000.
Several sites reported large congregations during March. At MMWWT 3600 were counted
on the 3rd but were down to 1400 by the 15th; numbers at Brockholes Wetland peaked at 600 on
the 10th. There then followed the regular pattern of birds arriving at their nesting colonies for
which Lancashire is nationally important.
The largest colony in the county is that on Banks Marsh where 5242 pairs were counted;
birds occasionally spill out onto Marshside where two pairs attempted to breed. Numbers at the
well‐monitored colony at Belmont Reservoir are still rising with 4010 nests estimated during the
census work there during May, probably maintaining its status as the largest inland colony in
England. Productivity here was excellent with a minimum of 5000 juveniles fledging. The first
young were seen on 29 April and the first fledged juveniles on 3 June. At Stocks Reservoir,
numbers were similar to previous years with around 2500 adults present during the breeding
season and the first juveniles seen on 19 May. There were 19 nests at Barnacre Reservoir. No
breeding information was received from Leighton Moss.
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As usual, post‐breeding dispersal meant that there were several three‐figure flocks in
around the county especially on newly cut or ploughed fields. At Heysham, numbers gradually
rose from 205 on 4 June to 1250 by late July, after which there was an equally slow reduction in
numbers. At MMWWT numbers rose to 2400 by the end of July and stayed at that level for the rest
of the year. Over 650 were on fields at Halewood on 22 Sept, 900 at Mythop flood on the 7th and
2000 at nearby Ream Hills mid‐month. During October, there were several large counts around the
Fylde with 1500 at Myerscough Quarry and 3000 at Cockersand on the 5th, 2239 at Skippool Creek
on the 19th and 950 at Singleton on 28 Oct.
Further inland, numbers peaked at 1200 at Altham after flooding on 26 Oct. At the
Fishmoor Reservoir roost, an absolute minimum of 6000 birds came in on 14 Nov and numbers
remained high with a minimum of 3500 by the end of the year.

LITTLE GULL Hydrocoloeus minutus
Fairly common gale‐blown winter visitor. Common on spring passage, concentrated at
Seaforth and Crosby Marine Park. Small numbers of first‐years in summer. Amber List
(Species of European Conservation Concern).
Monthly Peak counts
Jan
Seaforth
0
Heysham
41

Feb
12
21

Mar
20
17

Apr
97
10

May
22
1

June
14
1

July
4
3

Aug
1
3

Sept
6
6

Oct
10
2

Nov
0
2

Dec
0
3

Five past Formby Point on 6 Jan and six at Heysham on the 9th were the first of the year. The first
significant records came in late January/early February following strong winds: 41 were at
Heysham on 31 Jan, dropping to eleven by 3 Feb and twelve were at Seaforth on 1 Feb. The most
outstanding record of the year was of 771 heading west past Rossall Point on 26 Feb. Assuming
there was no duplication of sightings, this was a county record count and provides further indirect
evidence of the size and importance of birds thought to winter regularly over Shell Flat and the
Lune Deep. Elsewhere, single birds turned up at Preesall in February and March and at
Penwortham Old Bridge on 12 March when there were also five at Marshside. Four (including two
adults) were at Prescot Reservoirs on 24 March and two adults were at nearby Eccleston Mere for
the following two days.
At Seaforth, numbers increased in early April from five on the 3rd to 70 by the 15th and 97
on the 23rd (80‐90% adult birds). Twenty‐five were off Rossall Point on the 15th and 29 off
Blackpool South Shore the following day. A second pulse of 22 adults arrived at Seaforth on the
30th. During this peak period, 108 were seen off Formby Point on the 24th and just 10 off Heysham
on the 26th. First‐summers peaked at Seaforth at 22 on 9 May with 16 still on the 27th and three to
the end of July. The last adult was there on 10‐25 May.
The only east Lancashire record came from Stocks Reservoir when a single first‐summer
bird the arrival of a Bonaparte’s Gull on 10 May. That same date saw a first‐summer through Pine
Lake. A first‐summer was at Brockholes Wetland on 9 May.
During the period July to September, a few first‐summers and adults lingered around the
coast. Two adults were displaying on the causeway at Seaforth on 9 July, an adult put in a brief
appearance at Brockholes Wetland on 23 July and one was at MMWWT on 31 July and 3 Aug.
On 30 Sept, 15 were feeding behind a ferry in the Mersey Channel and on 1 Oct, ten adults
and four juveniles were on the Mersey off Seaforth. Eighteen off Formby Point on 29 Oct was the
last significant count of the year with just the odd one or two turning up at Heysham to the end of
the year.
An adult‐winter was on Prescot Reservoirs on 25 Nov.
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ROSS’S GULL Rhodostethia rosea
Vagrant
An adult was found at Marton Mere on the afternoon of 31 March but disappeared by the
following day (M & P McGough, M Jones). However, it was re‐located on 18 April on the Lytham
shoreline in the Granny’s Bay area where it was enjoyed by a steady stream of admirers up to 14th
May (J Alden). Sadly, it was found dead at Fairhaven on the 16th and is now in Liverpool
Museum.
This was the 5th record for Lancashire.

MEDITERRANEAN GULL Larus melanocephalus
Fairly common all year. Most numerous on southern coasts but increasing inland.
Recently established rare breeder. Amber List (Rare Breeder).
Minimum number of individuals
Jan
Feb
Mar
Seaforth
1
6
8
Heysham
4
4
4
Preesall Sands
2
1
3
Skippool Creek
area
/
/
/

Apr
0
2
/

May
0
2
/

June
6
6
/

July
15
7
5

Aug
14
7
4

Sept
8
8
3

Oct
4
4
4

Nov
6
2
1

Dec
4
2
3

/

/

/

5

10

10

5

/

/

During the first winter period four different birds, including the regular Czech‐ringed one, were
present around Heysham. At Seaforth there was just the one initially but several adults and
second‐winter birds passed through in February and March. Four adults were present at
Marshside on 23 Feb. Downholland Moss had a succession of records indicating at least five
different individuals. At the Fishmoor Reservoir roost there were four records of single adults with
two present on 23 Feb. Unusually, there were records from the Stocks Reservoir roost in February
with six there on the 28th – probably early arrivals as birds were seen on the island soon after.

70

Lancashire Bird Report 2008

At least 23 were present in the Belmont colony during the 2008 breeding season, consisting of a
minimum of 17 adults, five second‐summers and one first‐summer. Seven nests were confirmed
together with a Mediterranean x Black‐headed Gull pairing that was thought to have probably
bred. These nests were quite randomly scattered in amongst the Black‐headed Gulls unlike in 2007,
but five of the nest sites had been used previously. About 10% of the gull colony has extended into
heather and rushes and this has started to hamper accurate monitoring. Despite this, seven broods
were thought to be present with four young ringed (3 with black on yellow colour rings) and a
minimum of five juveniles fledged. The first returned to the colony on 9 March and at least ten
were still present on 15 July. The last juvenile was seen on 23 July.
A pair was established at the Stocks Reservoir colony by 9 March and four pairs by 28
April; the first chick was reported on 15 May. The rapid growth of vegetation on the island made it
increasingly difficult to see what was happening to the other nests but on 5 July, broods of one and
two were seen. Three pairs were noted in the Banks Marsh gull colony.
The summer peak was not particularly noticeable at Heysham, though there were at least
18 different birds at Seaforth with a peak of eight on 6 Aug. There was a wide scattering of records
of mainly adults elsewhere in the county during the post‐breeding peak from Rishton, Alston
Reservoirs, Fishmoor Reservoir and MMWWT to more coastal locations such as Preesall, Formby
Point and Birkdale.
Through the autumn and into the second winter period, numbers settled down again to
what has become a normal wintering population extending from the regular sites of Heysham and
Seaforth to the tip feeding/winter roosts at Fishmoor Reservoir. Records of ones and twos were
received from eleven other widely scattered locations in this period.

COMMON GULL Larus canus
Abundant winter visitor and passage migrant. Amber List (Species of European
Conservation Concern).
International importance 16000; national importance 9000
Jan
WeBS
Alt Estuary
745
MBS
35
Monthly Peak Counts
Marshside
41
Seaforth
1800

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

June

July

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

850
79

120
57

240
12

0
9

0
100

60
42

195
65

133
59

290
218

308
208

277
36

116
2000

2167
/

4
/

2
52

0
45

3
30

3
/

10
220

41
70

116
1200

2173
450

There were large numbers along the Sefton coastline during January and February with up to 2000
at Seaforth during this period. On 4 Feb, about a third of the estimated 60000 gulls present between
Ainsdale and Southport Pier were Common Gulls. In east Lancashire 4500 roosted at Stocks
Reservoir on 26 Jan but numbers fell away here until the March peak of 2500 on the 8th as birds
started to head north. Marshside had a peak of 2167 during the WeBS count of 15 March. Apart
from these obvious peaks, there were many flocks around the county rarely reaching three figures
apart several congregations numbering a few hundred due to slurry spreading activities and 500
on Downholland Moss on 14 Jan.
Peak counts at Heysham were 116 on 19 April, 252 on the 21st, 188 on the 25th and 287 on 8
May. There was a peak of 52 first‐summer birds at Seaforth on 27 May. Up to 16 were present in
the Black‐headed Gull colony at Belmont Reservoir with one bird remaining throughout the
summer for the first time.
Returning birds started to appear in mid‐July; 60 were at Stocks Reservoir on the 13th
increasing to 124 by 2 Aug. The first juvenile was recorded at Seaforth on 28 July.
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Second winter period peaks included 1000 at Cockersand on 5 Oct, 1000 at Stocks Reservoir
on 9 Nov increasing to around 2500 by the 15th, 400 at Fishmoor Reservoir on the 14th and 2173 at
Marshside in December.

RING-BILLED GULL* Larus delawarensis
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant, mainly in spring.
An adult was at Prescot Reservoirs and Knowsley Safari Park from 11 ‐ 14 Nov (S Tomlinson et al)
and an adult was at Seaforth on 20 Nov (P Kinsella).

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus
Abundant breeder especially in Bowland and on the Ribble. Abundant spring and
autumn migrant. Smaller winter population. Amber List (international importance).
International importance 4500; national importance 500
Jan
WeBS
Alt Estuary
202
MBS
77
Monthly peak counts
Seaforth
350
Marshside
6
Skippool Creek 27

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

June

July

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

217
137

107
211

280
242

68
315

163
2303

308
477

236
681

250
544

198
348

193
143

238
79

400
15
28

/
48
77

/
4
38

/
3
68

120
12
89

350
4
66

/
7
186

180
7
127

150
17
234

100
4
39

/
8
/

Although there is a marked influx during March and April as birds pass through on their return to
the nesting colonies, several sites across the county report relatively static numbers throughout the
year and the winter population is not inconsiderable. Even inland there were 20 recorded at the
Fishmoor Reservoir roost on the first day of the year. In the large build‐up of gull numbers on the
Sefton coastline on 4 Feb, about 1500 were Lesser Black‐backs.
Passage numbers were most conspicuous from late March: 500 at Jameson Road Landfill
Site, Fleetwood on the 29th and 300 at Catforth on the 30th. A passage of approximately 15 per
hour went north over Belmont on 2 March and a flock of over 200 flew over at dusk on 13 April.
Around 400 were at Pilling on 6‐7 April.
The Banks Marsh colony contained 4117 pairs. In Bowland, the numbers of large gulls
breeding in the Tarnbrook area, of which more than 95% are usually Lesser Black‐backs, were
down by a third to 3629, 20% of the numbers counted in 2001. The controlled reduction of these
birds has been mainly carried out through disturbance and nest removal rather than the killing of
the birds themselves; falconry has been shown to be ineffective. However, this has resulted in
birds moving further afield with satellite colonies appearing on the Bleasdale/Langden fells as well
as moving into towns, the latter being evidenced from recoveries of ringed birds.
At the Jaguar factory in Halewood, over 78 adult birds were seen on 5 July with 36 chicks
visible on one of the rooftops. Also in the Liverpool area, adults were constantly around the Dingle
area during the breeding season, and young were seen on rooftops at Rodney Street, Liverpool
University and surrounding areas, Hope Street, Oldham Street and Mount Pleasant. Two pairs
attempted to nest in the Black‐headed Gull colony at Belmont Reservoir but were soon bullied out
to the periphery where one pair remained throughout the summer. No census of roof‐nesting birds
was carried out at Heysham, though a pair with young on the caravan park reception building
provided some consternation!
The largest summer and post‐breeding counts came from Barnaby’s Sands where there
were 200 on 20 June and 900 on 7 Aug; 500 were in the Dunsop Valley on 13 July.
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During the second winter period there were few large concentrations of birds. The roost at
Fishmoor Reservoir held 300 on 14 Nov but that had dropped to ten by the end of the year; 300
were in the Jackhouse area on 5 Dec.

HERRING GULL Larus argentatus
Abundant winter visitor and passage migrant. Common breeding bird, mainly on the
Ribble. Red List (breeding and non‐breeding decline).
International importance 13000; national importance 4500
Jan
WeBS
Alt Estuary
1200
MBS
418
Monthly maxima
Seaforth
2000
Marshside
149
Barnabyʹs Sands
/
Preesall Sands
50

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

June

July

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

2000
313

270
381

955
376

321
409

462
1069

590
991

710
1191

960
636

504
1405

724
540

1290
431

1000
123
/
2000

500
3586
1000
/

/
160
49
23

/
75
40
127

150
23
500
/

300
0
370
108

/
0
380
800

2500
70
190
900

800
68
49
200

1000
17
/
/

/
70
100
800

This much maligned and under‐recorded species which has suffered declines over the last few
years and has now been placed on the Red List, still remains a constant feature of birding in
Lancashire. The largest winter concentrations are around the Mersey and Wyre with peak counts
in the region of 2000, however, the large number gulls along the north Sefton coastline on 4 Feb
included an estimated 15000 Herring Gulls, a quarter of the gulls present. Numbers inland were
low with a maximum of 200 at Fishmoor Reservoir on 1 Jan. Three adult nominate argentatus were
present at Fishmoor on 7 Jan and many were on the Sefton Coast during February and March.
On the WeBS count of March 15, 3586 were recorded on Rimmer’s Marsh, Marshside with
another 1500 on the foreshore the same day.
There was no separation of Herring Gull numbers in the Tarnbrook figures detailed in the
Lesser Black‐backed Gull account but it is estimated that about 5% relate to Herring Gull. There
was no evidence of breeding at Belmont or Stocks Reservoirs. No surveys were done around
Heysham but in Liverpool, a few juveniles were seen around the city centre. On Banks Marsh,
there were 460 pairs.
There was little comment of post‐breeding other than the build‐up of numbers on Preesall
Sands and Seaforth during August and September. In the second winter period, however, there
were some significant inland counts with up to 750 at Prescot Reservoirs on 17‐18 Nov and a
minimum of 2000 coming in to roost at Fishmoor Reservoir on the 14th. Numbers in this area
reached over 3000 in early December – mainly adult and older immature birds ‐ with a final count
of 1500 at the end of the year being an underestimate as birds continued to arrive in the dark.

AMERICAN HERRING GULL Larus smithsonianus
Vagrant.
The observer of a first‐winter at Seaforth on 26 March 1995, a record which was accepted by the
BBRC, has now withdrawn it, having subsequently formed the view that it was not entirely
proven.
Just one accepted record therefore remains: a first‐winter on the Mersey at Otterspool on 6
March 1994 which, when found in Cheshire the previous month, was the first for Britain.
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YELLOW-LEGGED GULL Larus michahelis
Uncommon but increasing all year. Most numerous in late summer and on southern
coasts.
Monthly minima
Seaforth

Jan
1

Feb
7

Mar
6

Apr
3

May
8

June
3

July
8

Aug
3

Sept
1

Oct
2

Nov
5

Dec
0

As usual, the majority of records came from Seaforth with the minimum number of individuals
present given in the table above. There were never any more than two adults present at any one
time and the full range of ages was represented. Adults were at Sands Lake, Ainsdale on 1 Jan and
11 Feb, Ainsdale beach on 22 Jan with two there on 13 March, and Marshside on 25 Jan. An adult
was seen at Cabin Hill NNR on 28 Sept and two birds were on Crosby Shore on 18 Nov, increasing
to four in December.
Adults were at Fleetwood and Marton Mere on several dates in March and April. A
second‐summer was seen at Preesall Sands and latterly Glasson from 11 July to 7 Sept and a
returning adult was at Glasson from 13 July‐24 Sept. An adult was at Half Moon Bay on 2‐3 Feb
and an adult or sub‐adult on Heaton Marsh on 22 March.
Inland, an adult was at Fishmoor and Rishton Reservoirs on 23‐24 Feb whilst second‐year
birds were recorded at Withnell Tip on 13 March and 1 April and Stocks Reservoir on 22 March.
An adult was at Fishmoor Reservoir on 14 Nov with a first‐winter there on the 21st, and a third‐
winter was on Whinney Hill Tip on 1 Dec.

CASPIAN GULL* Larus cachinnans
Vagrant
Following a winter of intensive searching, a first‐winter was located at Fishmoor Reservoir on 17
Jan (W C Aspin). This was followed by an adult at Withnell Landfill Site and later on Fishmoor
Reservoir on 25 Feb (W C Aspin). Later in the year a first‐winter was at both Whinney Hill Tip and
the Fishmoor Reservoir roost from 22‐23 & 29‐30 Dec (W C Aspin et al).
A second‐calendar‐year bird was at Seaforth on 13 May (P Kinsella).

ICELAND GULL Larus glaucoides
Uncommon winter visitor and spring passage migrant, mainly January to April.
Occasional influxes. Amber List (winter rarity).
2008 was a good year for this species. Heysham had two records of juveniles on 17 Jan and 9 April,
an adult was at Seaforth on 12 March with a near‐adult there on the 24th. A first‐winter was seen
regularly around the Wyre at Knott End, Barnaby’s Sands and Jameson Road landfill site between
5 Feb and 17 April and perhaps the same bird on 27 April. An adult was at Jameson
Road/Barnaby’s Sands on 24 March and a second‐calendar‐year was at Lytham on 19 April.
Inland, avid gull‐watchers around the Blackburn area turned up a first‐winter at Fishmoor
Reservoir on 1 Jan, a second‐winter there on 20‐22 Feb and a second‐summer at Withnell landfill
site on 14 March. Later in the year, a first‐winter was regularly seen feeding at Whinney Hill Tip or
roosting at Fishmoor Reservoir from 4 Nov to 27 Dec with two birds present on 5‐6 Dec.
Elsewhere, a juvenile was off Lytham on 19 April and first‐winter birds were seen at Clay
Colliery on 12 Jan and at Prescot Reservoir on 24 Dec.
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GLAUCOUS GULL Larus hyperboreus
Uncommon visitor, mostly winter. Usually more numerous and more coastal than
Iceland Gull. Amber List (winter rarity).
In east Lancashire first‐winters were at Fishmoor Reservoir on 17 Jan and 4 March, the latter seen
at Withnell Tip earlier in the day, and a juvenile flew over Whitemoor Reservoir, Colne on 22
March.
A juvenile was at Preesall Sands on 28 Jan and at Knott End on 3 Feb.
In the second winter period, a first‐winter was seen regularly at Whinney Hill Tip and the
Fishmoor Reservoir roost between 22 Nov and 24 Dec, and one was reported commuting between
Arley Reservoir and Rigby landfill site at Adlington in mid‐December.
This was probably the best run of records for some time. However, at Seaforth, which used
to be the main county site, none have been seen since April 2005.

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus
Common winter visitor and passage migrant on coasts. Rare breeder. Amber List (non‐
breeding decline).
International importance 4800; national importance 400
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This species is present virtually year round at several places in the county. Thirteen pairs bred on
Banks Marsh and single pairs bred on the Public Mere island at Leighton Moss and on the roof of
the old Fisher’s building at Heysham Harbour. At Marshside, small numbers winter hunting
ducks and waders.
Seventy were at Formby Point on 6 Jan and during the large influx of gulls to the north
Sefton coastline on 4 Feb, approximately 700 were Great Black‐backs. In the first winter period up
to 50 were at the Delph Reservoir and Lower Rivington Reservoir roosts and the peak at Fishmoor
Reservoir was 21.
Thirty were on Carnforth Outer Marsh on 15 Sept and a peak of ten at Prescot Reservoirs
was recorded on the 19th.
Numbers at Barnaby’s Sands increased significantly to 199 in mid‐October with other
locations nearby also reporting large numbers; how much of an overlap there was is hard to
discern. However, there were up to 80 on the foreshore at Marshside at the same time and
numbers increased on the Alt Estuary and Seaforth. Fifty birds were in the Fishmoor Reservoir
roost on 14 Nov and a minimum of 150 were there on 17 Dec.

LITTLE TERN Sternula albifrons
Fairly common passage migrant on coasts, rare inland.
There were seven spring records: one off Blackpool on 17 April with two there on 13 May, two off
Rossall Point on 22 April with one there on the 29th, singles at Foulridge Reservoirs on 27‐28 April
and Seaforth on 28‐29 May, and three north past Formby Point on 18 May.
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One close inshore with Arctic Terns off Heysham on 1 June and two at Seaforth on 16 June,
where one remained until the 18th, were all adults and presumably non‐ or failed breeders.
Autumn records in Morecambe Bay consisted of four on the beach at Knott End on 29 July
rising to ten on the 31st, two on 16 Aug and one on the 29th, and one at Morecambe on 27‐29 Aug
with perhaps the same bird on 5 Sept.
As usual, birds were a little more numerous in Liverpool Bay, beginning with an adult at
Seaforth on 13 July, where there was a juvenile on 18‐19 July and another adult on 31 July‐1 Aug.
Formby Point recorded one on 16 July, eight on 2 Aug, one on 19 Aug, eleven on 22 Aug and nine
on 3 Sept, while Blackpool and Cleveleys had one on 19 July, two on 10 Aug, five on the 24th, four
on 3 Sept, ten the next day, six on the 8th and four on the 9th and 14th.

CASPIAN TERN Hydroprogne caspia
Vagrant
An adult flew north past Formby Point on 4 Aug (B McCarthy). The record has been accepted by
the BBRC and becomes the sixth for the county and the first for North Merseyside.

BLACK TERN Chlidonias niger
Uncommon spring and autumn migrant. Usually more numerous and more coastal in
autumn. Most northern records in spring.
The first was at Leighton Moss on 30 April but the main arrival came on 3‐4 May when there were
ten at Heysham, five at Seaforth, four at Stocks Reservoir, three at Formby Point, Leighton Moss
and Marton Mere, two at Brockholes Wetland and Alston and Foulridge Reservoirs, and one at
Dean Clough Reservoir. The remainder of May produced a further total of 66 bird‐days but the
main movement was over by the 10th; significant counts included ten at Leighton on the 9th, five
off Heysham and Rossall Point on the 8th and Jenny Brown’s Point on the 9th, and three on Pine
Lake on the 9th.
Single adults at Seaforth on 19 June and 1 & 6‐7 July were perhaps failed or non‐breeders
and passage proper did not begin until 24‐25 July when one was on Foulridge Reservoirs, and 31
July when seven were off Seaforth with five adults on the reserve on 1 Aug and the first juvenile
on Crosby Marine Lake on 9 Aug. A very moderate passage then ensued during August and early
September with singles at Marshside, Heysham, Cabin Hill, Blackpool and Knott End. Larger
counts were a reserve record ten at MMWWT on 15‐16 Aug and five at Seaforth on 18‐21 Aug. The
last was a juvenile at MMWWT on 30 Oct and at nearby Low Meadows on 5 Nov.

WHITE-WINGED BLACK TERN* Chlidonias leucopterus
Vagrant
A moulting adult was on Crosby Marine Lake and at Seaforth on 7 Aug (AJ Conway, P Kinsella),
and a juvenile at the same sites on 31 Aug and 1 Sept (J Donnelly, S Young, G Thomas). These were
the first since 2005 and the 17th and 18th county records, seven of which have been at Seaforth.

SANDWICH TERN Sterna sandvicensis
Common spring and autumn migrant on coasts, rare inland.
Morecambe Bay
The first was off Heysham on 27 March but the main movement began in mid‐April. The
overwhelming majority of spring passage records came from Heysham where 303 bird‐days were
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recorded in April and 296 in May, with peaks of 52 on 18 April, 55 on the 27th and 40 on 8 May; a
total of 43 bird‐days off Jenny Brown’s Point probably included many Heysham birds.
Up to twelve were seen regularly at Heysham during June but autumn passage there was
unspectacular with just 40 bird‐days in July, 25 in August and 18 in September up to the 13th;
twelve on 12 July was the highest total, although up to 40 were off Morecambe. Numbers were
much more impressive at the southern end of the bay at Knott End, beginning with 21 on 9 July
and including counts of 327 on 9 Aug, 410 on the 16th and 222 on 9 Sept.
Liverpool Bay
None was seen until seven off Formby and two off Rossall Point on 6 April after which fairly
typical numbers were reported the length of the Sefton and Fylde coasts with 111 off Rossall on 13
April with 90 there on the 19th, 53 off Formby on the 24th and 40 at Blackpool on 2 May the largest
spring counts.
Up to 39 were regular at Seaforth and up to a dozen at Blackpool during June; 37 roosted at
Formby on 4 July but the main passage began in mid‐July and continued until the last at Blackpool
on 12 Oct and Formby on the 16th.
Notable July counts included 91 at St. Annes on the 19th. The passage quickened during
August with several counts of more than 100 on the Sefton Coast, including 268 off Formby Point
on 2 Aug with 368 there on the 20th, 102 roosting at Cabin Hill on 8 Aug, 230 at Birkdale on 19 Sept
after 120 there on 20 Aug, 355 at St. Annes on 18 Aug with 350 there on 4 Sept, and 350 at
Blackpool on 19 Aug.
Inland
There were four records of singles, all in spring: at Prescot Reservoirs on 4 and 16 April and Lower
Foulridge Reservoir on 4‐5 & 13 May.

COMMON TERN Sterna hirundo
Abundant spring and autumn migrant. Scarce breeder on Ribble, Lune and at Seaforth.
Regular cross‐Pennine migrant.
Morecambe Bay
Another dismal year. One off Jenny Brown’s Point on 23 April was the only record that month and
May was little better with just 31 bird‐days and peak of twelve on the 10th at Heysham. Autumn
was even less productive at Heysham with a peak count of three on 27 Aug but a more
impressive123 at Knott End on 30 July,
Liverpool Bay
Birds were slow to arrive after the first at Seaforth on 16 April and off Blackpool the next day but
had been recorded in small numbers at all the main seawatching sites by the end of the month; 14
at Formby Point on 20 April with 33 there on 4 May were the largest counts away from the
breeding colonies while 15 off Blackpool on 14 May was the highest Fylde count.
Seaforth numbers grew to 200 in the first week of May and an exceptional 563 in quiet,
drizzly weather on the 28th. The breeding colony there suffered very low success, largely due to
strong winds in May and June, which rolled many eggs from the scrapes, and the 136 pairs
managed to fledge just 46 young. One hundred and eleven pairs nested on the south Ribble
marshes. One pair was prospecting nest sites at Marshside in early May but did not linger.
The post‐breeding gathering began to assemble off the Sefton Coast in July, when 600 were
at Seaforth during the second week and 1000+ from the 16th. Numbers there grew to 1200 in the
first week of August and 1300 on the 16th, remaining around the 1000 mark until 1 Sept, but after
750 on the 6th most departed, leaving just single figures. Other large autumn counts included 826
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at Formby Point on 8 Aug (when 600 were counted simultaneously at Seaforth) with 415 there on
the 20th, 245 at Lytham St. Annes and 159 at Blackpool on 18 Aug, 300 off Blackpool the following
day and off Rossall on the late date of 9 Sept, where the last was seen on 8 Oct. The last healthy
bird was at Seaforth on 30 Sept but an injured one lingered until 11 Oct.
Inland
After single(s) at Carr Mill Dam on 9‐17 April, up to four were seen at MMWWT, Brockholes,
Foulridge Reservoirs, Whittle, Downholland Moss, Carr Mill Dam and Prescot Reservoirs between
26 April and 28 May.
June birds at Eccleston Dams, MMWWT, Clowbridge Reservoir and Foulridge were
followed by a flurry of records in July and August at all the above sites as well as Stocks and
Rishton Reservoirs and Taylor Park, St. Helens until the last at Foulridge on 14 Sept. Most autumn
counts were of low single figures with the exception of seven at Carr Mill Dam on 28 June.

ROSEATE TERN* Sterna dougallii
Scarce summer visitor.
An ‘adult’ was at Cabin Hill on 30 Aug (T Vaughan) with probably the same bird seen offshore
from Formby Point the same day (JN Dempsey).
All other records came from Seaforth: one on 27‐28 May (S Morris), one on 22‐24 June (S
Young) and possibly the same on 25 June together with a second bird on the 26th (SJ White). July
produced one on 2 July (J Donnelly), another on 5 July (G Thomas), one briefly on the 16th (S
Young, P Kinsella) and two on the 21st (T Vaughan). With one exception, all these were ‘Roseate‐
ringed’ with metal rings on both legs.

ARCTIC TERN Sterna paradisaea
Common on spring passage, especially in Morecambe Bay; less numerous in autumn.
Rare breeder.
Morecambe Bay
Passage off Heysham began with five on 20 April and a further 2191 were recorded to 1 June with
peaks of 230 on 22 April, 173 on the 27th, 470 on 8 May and 130 on the 20th. Many of the same
birds were no doubt registered off Jenny Brown’s Point which recorded 520 on nine dates between
21 April and 22 May, including 160 on 22 April and 135 on 20 May.
One or two hung around the Heysham outfalls in summer but spring passage was, as
usual, sparse with just five records of singles at Heysham up to 26 Oct, and one at Knott End on 29
July with two there on the 30th.
One was on the Lune at Aldcliffe on 16 June but there was no evidence of breeding on
Colloway Marsh.
Liverpool Bay
Seven were seen off Blackpool on 17 April with six there on 6 May, while Seaforth recorded
regular single figures from 22 April and 24 on 28 May. The largest counts were 199 off Rossall
Point on 22 April when 85 also flew upriver at Lytham on 22 April, 138 off Formby Point on the
24th and 80 off Rossall on the 29th. Passage continued off the Fylde coast until 24 May.
A handful of winter‐plumaged birds were at Seaforth during the summer but, more
dramatically, a pair of adults built and defended a nest throughout July although no eggs were
laid. Returning birds first appeared at Seaforth on 12 July and a record autumn count of 25 (a
mixture of breeding‐ and winter‐plumaged birds) was made on the 16th with 20 still there on the
19th. After that the highest count was of four and the last was seen offshore on 2 Oct.
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As in the past couple of autumns large numbers were recorded regularly off Formby Point,
including 93 on 16 July, 117 on the 20th, 177 on 2 Aug and 52 on the 22nd. However, the specific
identification of this offshore passage has been queried by other observers at Formby (the largest
count by other observers was of ten on 17 Aug), and this perhaps requires further corroboration. If
correct, this represents a previously unrecorded autumn movement of Arctic Terns anywhere off
the North‐West England or North Wales coasts. Ten off Blackpool on 15 Aug was the largest Fylde
count.
Inland
Three at Foulridge Reservoirs on 27 April with two there on 4 May were the only spring records.
Autumn produced two at Knowsley Safari Park on 4 July, one at Stocks Reservoir on the
11th, four at Downholland Moss on the 17th with one remaining the next day, and one on Pine
Lake on 1 Oct.

GUILLEMOT Uria aalge
Common passage migrant; uncommon winter visitor.
Two off Formby Point on 19 Feb and singles off Blackpool on 1 Jan and Heysham and Blackpool in
December were the only records in either winter period, although a live bird was found on Crosby
Shore on 3 March.
After one off Rossall Point on 8 April and nine off Blackpool on the 17th, the spring passage
peaked on 24 April with 36 off Formby Point and eleven off Heysham. After that, occasional ones,
twos and threes were seen from these four sites and Jenny Brown’s Point through to early June,
with three off Formby on 20 June the highest subsequent count.
Autumn passage ‘stretched’ from 22 Aug to 18 Nov with most being seen in late September
and a peak count of 26 off Rossall Point 25 Sept

RAZORBILL Alca torda
Common passage migrant; uncommon winter visitor.
As usual, Razorbills were slightly the more numerous of the large auks but it was a poor
seawatching year.
One was off Blackpool on 23 Jan and two off Formby Point on 9 Feb with eight there on the
19th. Up to six were seen off the Fylde coast in late November and December.
Spring passage began with one off Blackpool on 1 April with 35 there on the 16th, 51 on the
17th, and 50 the following day. Peak counts elsewhere included 29 off Rossall Point on 18 April,
ten at Heysham on the 19th and 91 off Formby on 1 May. Passage concluded with three off Rossall
on 24 May.
None were then seen until three off Blackpool on16 Sept, after which low single‐figure
counts continued off the Fylde and Sefton coasts until the end of the year; 21 off Formby on 12 Nov
was the highest count of autumn. One on 23 Oct and three on 11 Nov were the only autumn
sightings at Heysham.

UNIDENTIFIED LARGE AUKS
The largest counts were 25 off Rossall Point on 13 April, 50 there on the 18th, 23 on 14 May and
eleven on 26 Oct, 20 off Blackpool on 2 May and 15 off Formby Point on 28 Sept.
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BLACK GUILLEMOT Cepphus grylle
Scarce passage migrant; rare winter visitor. Amber List (Species of European
Conservation Concern)
Last year’s male returned to Heysham on 16 April, promptly disappeared, and was then seen daily
from 21 April, often visiting the same crevice on the wooden jetty as in 2007, obviously a
prospective nest site. It was then joined by a second‐calendar‐year bird on 24 May which was seen
again only on the 28th. The male remained in the area on a regular basis until 8 July, vigorously
defending its territory against Feral Pigeons. It was last seen on 30 July.

PUFFIN* Fratercula arctica
Scarce passage migrant.
One off Rossall Point on 1 May was the only record.

FERAL PIGEON Columba livia
Abundant and widely‐distributed breeding resident.
Perhaps the most noteworthy record of this species in 2008 involved the long‐staying male Black
Guillemot at Heysham Harbour, which had both aggressive and amorous interactions with the
resident pigeons, focusing most of his attentions on the pied individuals.
Otherwise, the status of Lancashire’s street‐pigeons appears secure. Peak counts in the
early year included 80+ at Seaforth on 1 Jan, 150 at Dairy Farm Road, St. Helens next day, 260 at
MMWWT on 13 Feb and 300 at Blackpool South Shore and 298 in Sefton Park, south Liverpool, on
the 20th; there were 490 at Blackpool North Shore on 3 April. As usual, flocks were smaller at
inland locations, including 58+ at Clitheroe Cement Works on 27 March and 60 at Rawtenstall on 6
Jan.
Later in the year there were 630 at Singleton on 12 Nov and 300+ in Sefton Park on the 19th;
there were counts of 130+ at Garston Docks, south Liverpool on 18 Nov, 137 on Broadgate, Preston
on 21 Dec and 394 at Blackpool North Shore on the 31st. Fifty‐four in Barrowford Park in east
Lancashire on 17 July was the highest inland count received in the second half of the year.

STOCK DOVE Columba oenas
Fairly common breeding resident; local flocks in winter.
A flock of up to 60 feeding in Pheasant pens at Belmont in January was the highest first winter
count reported; in east Lancashire numbers peaked at 17 at Harwood Bar on 17 Jan and Altham on
24 Feb. In the species’ strongholds in the coastal west there were numerous double‐figure counts,
but no really large gatherings. Forty were at Blythe Lane, Burscough on 17 Feb, 21 on farmland at
Oglet, south Liverpool and 23 on Scarisbrick Moss next day and 20+ on Farington Moss on 7
March. Twenty‐five birds at Eagland Hill, Pilling on 26 Jan was the highest count reported from
the Fylde.
The pattern of breeding data reported was very similar to that in 2007. In the Pilling,
Preesall and Out Rawcliffe area, Over Wyre, 44 pairs laid 225 eggs in 107 nests and fledged 132
young, 1.2 per nest. Territorial pairs were present in at least twelve locations in south Liverpool,
with three each in Sefton Park and Childwall Woods; four pairs around Belmont Reservoir fledged
twelve young from seven broods, and elsewhere in the Chorley region at least one pair occupied
territory at White Coppice. At Arkholme in the Lune Valley four pairs bred in boxes, two up on
2007, and there were scattered pairs in Roeburndale, Quernmore, Leighton Moss, Aldcliffe and
Cockersand. In the south‐west nine pairs nested at MMWWT and one on Freshfield Dune Heath;
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in east Lancashire pairs were on territory at Mitton, Altham and Sabden Brook, and there were
breeding‐season records from 16 locations in Rossendale.
Forty‐six at MMWWT on 28 Aug was the only noteworthy flock reported in early autumn.
Later, apart from 14 at Arkholme on 5 Nov, all reports of double‐figure counts came from the
coastal west, with modest peaks of 44 at North Woods Farm, Pilling on 4 Oct, 84 on Downholland
Moss on 11 Nov and 42 on an autumn‐sown cereal field by Speke Millwoods, south Liverpool on
24 Dec.

WOODPIGEON Columba palumbus
Abundant breeding resident; widespread winter flocks.
In contrast to 2007, relatively few three‐figure counts were received in the first winter period; there
were no significant flocks in east Lancashire. Six hundred and thirty at Oglet on 18 Feb was the
highest count reported; there were 600 on Warton Marsh on 6 Jan and 550 at nearby Singleton on
the 28th, 500 at Rivington on 1 Feb, 200 at Dairy Farm Road, St. Helens on the 3rd and 300+ on
Lytham Moss on the 24th. There were 284 at Newton‐le‐Willows, St. Helens on 8 March, 350 at
Normoss, Fylde and 300 at Marshside on 17 April. In the Lancaster & District January survey 461
Woodpigeons were recorded across all squares, a similar total to 2007.
Detailed breeding records came mainly from south Liverpool, where nesting was reported
at seven locations; an indication of the species’ abundance there is provided by the 76 nests located
in Sefton Park, where 90 young fledged from 143 eggs, the last in early October. Thirteen pairs
bred on Freshfield Dune Heath and five nests were located along 4.6km of the Lune centred on
Arkholme.
Several substantial flocks were present in late summer‐early autumn, including 250 at
Great Mitton on 1 Aug and 500+ at Tarbock, south Liverpool on the 16th. September peaks
included 250 at Marton Mere on 17 Sept and 700 at Singleton on the 24th; 40 flew south at Seaforth
on 20 Sept. Eleven hundred at Altcar Withins on 8 Oct heralded a moderate surge of movements
later in the month: there were flocks in low three‐figures at Wood End, Burnley on 22 Oct, at
Belmont on the 24th and on Lytham Moss on the 31st. Seventy passed over Caton Moor on 27 Oct
and Heysham NR saw its autumn peak movement of 37 next day. After such a feeble autumn
passage, the sudden arrival of very large flocks at the year’s end came as something of a surprise:
there were 2300 at MMWWT on 22 Nov, 3000 over Marton Mere on the 30th and 3000+ on Halsall
Moss on 10 Dec; 3600 at New Eskham, Out Rawcliffe on 13 Dec had increased to a massive 8000 by
the 20th.

COLLARED DOVE Streptopelia decaocto
Common breeding resident, more local in the east; some coastal passage.
Two hundred and eighteen were recorded in the Lancaster & District January survey across nine
squares, well up on the 2007 totals. Elsewhere, however, early year reports were uniformly low,
with 25 in a garden at Coppull, Chorley on 21 Jan the highest count reported in that region; in east
Lancashire there were 21 at Allsprings, Great Harwood on 8 Jan, twelve near Whalley on 25 Feb
and 15 at Rishton Reservoir on 2 March. On the coast, there were 15 at Speke, south Liverpool on 1
Jan and 17 in the Sankey Valley, St. Helens on the 26th; in the Fylde, 52 at Inskip on 16 Jan and 49
at Stalmine on 8 Feb were the highest counts reported. There were no reports of spring passage.
Breeding reports were negligible this year; one pair bred on Freshfield Dune Heath and
two were on nests behind satellite TV dishes on Chatsworth Avenue, St. Anne’s on 18 Feb.
Only Heysham NR reported any autumn movements, and those very slight: three flew
south on 2 Sept, four on the 17th and five on 9 Oct. In Rossendale breeding‐season records were
mainly confined to suburban areas in the lower parts of the valley.
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Counts in late year were once again low everywhere, peaking at 78+ in cereal stubbles at
Simonswood, Kirkby on 14 Oct. On the Fylde there were 65 at Todderstaffe Hall on 5 Oct and 47 at
Little Tongues Farm, Preesall on 23 Nov; there were peaks of 32 and 29 respectively in November
at feeding‐stations at New Ridge Farm and New Lane, Pilling. Twenty‐five were in a Belmont
garden on 15 Nov, 30 at Mere Sands Wood on the 22nd and 27 at Clowbridge Reservoir on the
29th.

TURTLE DOVE Streptopelia turtur
Scarce passage migrant. Red List (breeding decline).
The only record was of one present briefly at Clowbridge Reservoir in the early evening on 11
May, when it flew off to the north.

RING-NECKED PARAKEET Psittacula krameri
Rare feral breeder; fairly frequent escape.
There were five at Lathom, near Burscough on 18 Jan, two in a Dalton, Skelmersdale garden on 9
Feb and one at Aintree Racecourse on the 22nd. At Lytham Crematorium, where up to eight birds
were present in late 2007, five or six were reported on six dates in February and March, six on 26
April and 28 May, three on 28 June, and up to five on several dates between 28 Aug and 26 Dec.
One was in gardens at Ainsdale late in the year.

CUCKOO Cuculus canorus
Uncommon breeding bird and double passage migrant, more numerous in spring.
The first of spring, at Darwen on 17 April, was followed by a widespread influx on the 25th, at
Moor Piece and Stocks Reservoir in the east, Warton Crag in north Lancashire, Fluke Hall, Pilling
in the Fylde and Marshside in the south‐west. There were eight more April records, but as usual
most reports were of calling males in May, a few on the Fylde and south‐west coast and mosses
but most at inland and upland sites. Thirty‐seven May reports in the ELOC region were
concentrated in the Ribble Valley and Bowland; up to three males were calling at Stocks Reservoir
between 5 May and 4 June. Three males were recorded between White Coppice and Brinscall,
Chorley on 7 May, and on the West Pennine Moors around Belmont males were calling at six sites
up to early June but no females were recorded. In the north calling males were present in the
breeding season at Littledale (two) and eight other locations.
In the lowlands, calling males were reported for lengthy periods at Tarleton and
Downholland Moss; the only confirmed breeding this year came from Ainsdale Dunes, where a
male and female were present and a fledged juvenile was seen in August, probably parasitizing
Meadow Pipits. A juvenile was also reported from Moss Side, Fylde on 14 July, and another was at
Higher Hollinbank, Rossendale on the 17th.
Very few late birds were recorded. There were singles at MMWWT on 2 July and
Brockholes Wetland on the 20th; one flew over Fairhaven Dunes on 28 July, there was one at
Pilling on 8 Sept, and the last of the year was reported flying over Upper Parliament Street,
Toxteth on the 18th.
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BARN OWL Tyto alba
Uncommon breeding resident, most numerous in the south‐west and the Fylde. Amber
List (Species of European Conservation Concern).
Recent extensions of range and population increases in upland regions appear to be continuing. In
east Lancashire there were 49 sightings from 21 locations, all but two in the Bowland area; five
pairs bred in Bowland, at one site for the third successive year. In the Belmont area five pairs
nested, three successfully, continuing the increase since breeding resumed in 2004; at least nine
young were fledged. Elsewhere in the Chorley region there was breeding‐season presence at
Mawdesley, Withnell, Croston, Eccleston and Heath Charnock. In north Lancashire three pairs
nested successfully in the Lune Valley; there were sightings at six sites in early year, and at eight
after the breeding season.
Over Wyre there were 25 breeding pairs, all but one in nest‐boxes; 57 young fledged, 2.3
per pair. Four pairs attempted second clutches, but all of these failed. Elsewhere in the Fylde sight
records were plentiful throughout the year, but without confirmation of breeding. Only
fragmentary data were received from the south‐west, but single pairs bred at MMWWT, on
Hesketh Out Marsh and at Tarbock, south Liverpool, where unfledged young were still in the nest
on 7 Nov; nesting was considered probable at Crossens. Widespread multiple sightings from the
mosslands in the late year suggest that the species remains relatively common there. Single birds
were seen at three locations in St. Helens during the year. In Rossendale it is believed that breeding
took place at the usual site.

LITTLE OWL Athene noctua
Fairly common and widespread breeding resident.
In the Pilling‐Preesall area of the Fylde 20 pairs bred in nest‐boxes, laying 66 eggs from which 17
young fledged, 0.8 per pair; this is the worst fledging success since the observer began systematic
recording in 1989. Elsewhere, although sight records were plentiful throughout the year there were
very few instances of confirmed breeding. In east Lancashire there were 95 reports from 33 sites in
all months, but nesting was not confirmed at any location. In the north breeding‐season reports
were received from over a dozen widespread sites; in Chorley a pair bred at Belmont Reservoir
and birds were recorded at ten other locations. Records from all parts of Rossendale indicate a very
robust population there.
In the south‐west a pair bred at Stanley School, Marshside for the second year in succession
and nesting was considered likely at Cabin Hill NNR, but no reports of breeding were received
from the main area of the mosslands; sight records of one or two birds were widespread, from
Hesketh Out Marsh to St. Helens and south Liverpool.

TAWNY OWL Strix aluco
Common and widespread breeding resident.
North Lancashire reported a good year for this, our commonest owl, with three successful pairs in
nest‐boxes in the Silverdale‐Leighton Moss area and three more in the Lune Valley, including two
pairs at Arkholme; calling birds were present at many other localities. ELOC reported 104 records
at 43 widely‐dispersed locations; breeding was confirmed at five, with two young recorded at
each. At Ightenhill Bridge the owls nested in a tree‐hole used by Mallards in the previous year; a
group of five birds was at Moor Piece on 30 Aug. Over Wyre eleven pairs nested in boxes in the
Pilling‐Preesall area; 28 eggs resulted in 15 fledged young, 1.4 per pair. In Chorley NHS region at
least four pairs bred around Belmont and one was incubating in an old squirrel drey at
Roddlesworth in March; young birds were seen at four sites in Rivington, and breeding‐season
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presence was reported from seven other locations. In Rossendale four pairs bred at Grane, and
nesting was also successful at Alden and Ravenshore.
Elsewhere records were sporadic. In the south‐west single pairs nested at Mere Sands
Wood and MMWWT, with fledged young seen in May, and there were very widespread sight and
call records during the breeding season.

LONG-EARED OWL Asio otus
Scarce breeding resident; uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor.
No breeding data were received from the species’ lowland stronghold on the south‐west
mosslands, and there were only three reported sightings all year, single birds at Upholland near
Skelmersdale on 15 May, at Rimrose Valley on 27 Nov and MMWWT on 16 Dec.
In the uplands, however, recent increases and range expansions seem to have been
maintained in 2008. Four pairs bred successfully in east Lancashire, two on the Burnley Moors and
one each on the edge of Boulsworth Moor and near Barley. These successes were probably
reflected in several sightings in the region in November‐December, at Fishmoor Reservoir,
Champion Moor and Stocks and Sunnyhurst Hey Reservoirs. In the north, pairs with young were
reported from Leck Beck and Thrushgill, and birds were present at Whittington in the Lune Valley
for the second successive season. A pair was again successful on the West Pennine Moors near
Belmont, and three young were ringed in May. In Rossendale a total of five pairs bred in four
locations, with young produced at all four.
Only one passage migrant was reported, at Heysham NR on 1 Nov. The regular winter
roost at Marton Mere near Blackpool peaked at six birds during January‐March, with the last
recorded on 10 April; returning birds were present from 1 Oct, with peaks of two in October, four
in November and ten on 11 Dec.

SHORT-EARED OWL Asio flammeus
Scarce upland breeding bird; uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber
List (Species of European Conservation Concern).
Apart from up to two birds in the Pilling area and one on Warton Marsh from early January to late
March, all coastal sightings in the first winter period were in the south‐west, with peaks of two on
Banks Marsh on 7 Feb and three at Marshside‐Crossens on 10 March; one was at MMWWT on
several dates between 1 Jan and 12 April. In the ELOC region there were four records of singles
between mid‐January and mid‐April, at Champion Moor, Dale House and Cross of Greet. Spring
migrants were recorded along the coast from Hightown, Cabin Hill, Hesketh Out Marsh, Rossall,
Sunderland Point and Aldcliffe Marsh between 22 April and 16 May.
An excellent breeding season was reported from the United Utilities Bowland estate, with
23 occupied territories compared with six in 2007 and four in 2006. Two pairs bred successfully on
the West Pennine Moors near Belmont, fledging seven and three young respectively; a third pair
may have bred nearby. In the north, breeding‐season presence was recorded at Leck Fell, Upper
Hindburndale and Burn Moor, as in 2007.
Possibly as a consequence of exceptional breeding activity autumn passage at lowland and
coastal sites was both heavy and prolonged this year, extending from mid‐July to late October:
birds were reported from ten locations in the south‐west and seven in the Fylde and north; three
were at Bradshaw Lane Head, Pilling on 28 Oct. In the second winter period Short‐eared Owls
were again present at Marshside‐Crossens (two in December) and in the Pilling area (up to six in
November and four in December); one was at Eccleston Mere, St. Helens on 23‐24 Dec. In the
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uplands there were 33 reports of one to three birds, on Champion, Twiston and Darwen Moors,
Shedden Clough and Coal Clough Wind Farm, Burnley.

SWIFT Apus apus
Common summer visitor and abundant passage migrant.
The first spring migrants were over Crosby on 13 April, followed by five over Fairhaven Lake on
the 20th and two at Marshside next day. Widespread arrivals began on 26 April; there were 25
over Marton Mere on 28 April and 78 at Marshside on the 30th. Movements in May were generally
light, peaking at 250 at Marshside on 4 May, 300 at Marton Mere on the 18th and 26th, and 250 at
Seaforth on the 20th; there were 200 at Prescot Reservoirs, St. Helens on 1 May, while Heysham
NR recorded its spring peak of 50 on the 24th. Three hundred over Marton Mere on 7 June was the
last noteworthy movement reported.
The only breeding data came from a survey in north Lancashire, where 18 colonies in
Lancaster, Morecambe and the Silverdale and Lune Valley areas contained a total of 244 pairs.
Flocks of 200 over Pilling Marsh on 24 June and Brockholes Wetland on the 26th, and 100 at
Alston Reservoirs on the 29th may have been the first southward movements. Notable counts in
July included 500 at Brockholes Wetland and 300 at Marton Mere on 5 July, 350 over Clowbridge
Reservoir on the 13th and 220 at Heysham NR on the 23rd. Flocks of 300‐500 fed regularly over
Crosby Marine Lake during 5‐18 July. Four hundred at Scronkey, Fylde on 3 Aug, 200 south over
Seaforth on the 9th and 150 there on the 15th were the highest August counts reported; four on the
23rd were Heysham’s last Swifts of 2008, and the last of the year in Rossendale was over
Rawtenstall on the 31st.
A scattering of stragglers in the first half of September included three at Leighton Moss on
the 4th, Seaforth’s last on the 10th, and seven over Oswaldtwistle on the 12th; birds were seen at
eight sites in the Fylde. The north’s last Swift was over Hazelrigg, Lancaster on 14 Sept, and a
single bird west over Belmont on the 26th ended the year.

KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis
Uncommon but widely‐distributed breeding bird, mainly in the east; post‐breeding
dispersal westwards. Amber List (Species of European Conservation Concern).
The Lancaster & District January survey recorded a total of 14 from four 10km squares. The high
breeding population on the Lune (twelve pairs located in 2007) seems to have declined this year, to
eight pairs in total; away from the Lune Valley breeding by a total of seven pairs was reported
from six locations. In east Lancashire there were 114 reports from waters all over the region;
successful nesting was recorded at Brownsills and Blacko. In Chorley breeding‐season records
were widespread, with at least one pair known to have bred successfully. Birds were widely
present in Rossendale on both rivers and still waters, and at least one pair is believed to have bred.
Perhaps the most interesting development in 2008 was a strong indication of range
consolidation on the south‐west mosslands: birds were present in the breeding season at MMWWT
and nesting was confirmed at Mere Brow and on the Leeds & Liverpool Canal near Scarisbrick
Hall.
Post‐breeding dispersals were underway by late June, with birds at Leighton Moss by 20
June and Cronton Clay Quarry, south Liverpool on the 26th. In the Fylde, one was at Skippool
Creek from 4 July and birds were reported widely from early August. One or two birds were
regularly present at Seaforth from 23 Aug to the end of the year. In north Lancashire there were
regular reports from eight locations in the second winter period, with most sightings at Conder
Green, the Eric Morecambe complex and Leighton Moss; a notable feature of the autumn was the
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ringing of three juveniles at Heysham NR in August, September and November. Ones or twos
were widespread by drains, sluices and creeks in the south‐west and the Fylde at the year’s end.

WRYNECK* Jynx torquilla
Rare passage migrant, usually in autumn after easterly winds.
Two were recorded in a four‐day period in September. One was flushed from the old Sand Works
compound at Marshside on 14 Sept (J Bannon), and a bird at Seaforth on the 17th (S Tomlinson)
was the third record for the site, the most recent being in September 2006.

GREEN WOODPECKER Picus viridis
Fairly common though local breeding bird, mainly in the north and east. Amber List
(Species of European Conservation Concern).
In east Lancashire 111 reports spanned all months and all parts of the region, 19 locations in May
alone; probable breeding was reported from seven sites, but it is likely that this sedentary species
bred in most of the locations where it was regularly recorded. In the north nesting was confirmed
in the Lune Valley, by one pair at Claughton and three between Leck Beck and Wenning Foot; two
pairs bred on Warton Crag. Birds were widely reported in the breeding season from other
locations around Silverdale‐Leighton Moss, and also from Roeburndale, Quernmore, Birk Bank
and Littledale. In Chorley region a pair bred near Belmont, with four young in the nest in June,
and breeding‐season reports were widespread from Rivington, Anglezarke and White Coppice. It
was also a good year in Rossendale, with confirmed nesting in the Musbury Valley and probable
breeding at five other locations. East of Preston birds were regular in the Brockholes Wetland‐
Samlesbury area with much calling in the spring. Green Woodpeckers were also frequently
recorded at Prescot Reservoirs, St. Helens where breeding was considered probable, with a
juvenile seen in September.
The south‐west mosslands saw a very marked increase in sight and call records in 2008,
most during February‐April, with birds at Downholland Moss, Mere Sands Wood, MMWWT,
Burscough Priory Woods, Formby Hall, Freshfield Dune Heath and Southport Crematorium; we
may at last be on the threshold of regular breeding in this region.

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos major
Common and widespread breeding resident.
All evidence suggests continuing healthy populations throughout the county, with very many
reports of confirmed or probable breeding. In east Lancashire there were 271 reports, compared
with 168 in 2007, with eight confirmed and 26 probable breeding records. The species was again
recorded in every suitable woodland in the Rivington‐Anglezarke area of Chorley; at least 22
territories were located. In north Lancashire six pairs nested along c.10km of the Lune between
Leck Beck and Wenning Foot; reports of confirmed and likely nesting came from all parts of the
Fylde. In Liverpool there were four nests with young along Fazakerley Brook and three pairs in
Sefton Park; breeding was confirmed at five other locations. Elsewhere in the south‐west pairs
bred at Mere Sands Wood, MMWWT and Freshfield Dune Heath. Sightings were numerous in
Rossendale, in all suitable stretches of woodland, and breeding was confirmed in at least four sites.
Reports of autumn movements were rather sparse this year. Seven were recorded at
Seaforth between late August and early November; two were present on 21 Sept, when two also
moved along the shore at Marshside. In the Fylde five flew east over Fairhaven Dunes between 29
Sept and 6 Oct, and one passed at Rossall Point on 3 Oct. Five over Heysham NR on 15 Oct was the
only passage movement recorded there.
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LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos minor
Scarce and local breeding resident. Red List (breeding decline).
A pair that fledged four young in Fazakerley, North Liverpool was the only confirmed breeding
record in 2008; one was in nearby Knowsley Safari Park on 11 Jan and 1 Dec. The only report from
the former breeding stronghold around Chorley involved a bird seen regularly during March in an
Euxton garden; a male and a female were seen at garden feeders at Appley Bridge, just inside the
Greater Manchester boundary during July‐August, suggesting that breeding had occurred nearby.
A bird was at Higher Moor, near Parbold on 13 Dec and there were two intriguing records in the
Fylde, one at Hambleton during January and a female with a tit flock at nearby Burglar’s Alley on
3 Nov.

SKYLARK Alauda arvensis
Abundant breeding bird and passage migrant. Red List (breeding decline).
As in 2007, Marshside‐Crossens saltings dominated the early‐year counts, with 400 on 9 Jan, 300 on
the 16th and 150 on 15 Feb. In the Fylde there were 100+ at Eagland Hill, Pilling on 26 Jan and 70+
on Lytham Moss on 16 Feb. The LDBWS January survey recorded 101 Skylarks in three coastal
squares (20 in 2007, 41 in 2006). Further inland there were 90 on Croston Moss on 3 Jan and 50+
there on 17 Feb; the first two returning birds in the ELOC region were at Rishton on 11 Jan, and the
first bird was in song at Belmont on 10 Feb. One was on the hillside above Cowpe Reservoir,
Rossendale on 12 Jan, with widespread returns by 9‐10 Feb. Two late northbound birds at
Heysham on 10 & 13 April were the only spring migrants reported.

Eighty‐six probable breeding pairs were reported from MMWWT; at Marshside‐Crossens 39 pairs
nested on the RSPB reserve and another 17 on Crossens Inner Marsh (43 and 19 respectively in
2007). On nearby Hesketh Out Marsh there were 35+ pairs, an increase on the 30 in 2007 and 16 in
2006. Elsewhere in the south‐west singing males were widespread in south Liverpool, there were
twelve territories on Cabin Hill NNR and three pairs nested on Freshfield Dune Heath. In the
north, a remnant two pairs nested on Middleton Industrial Estate, Heysham, but an increase was
reported along the Lune, with a total of 31 singing males on the 10km stretch between Leck Beck
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and Wenning Foot (15 up on 2007). Elsewhere in the uplands there were ten singing males in June
on a 1km BTO‐BBS square on Darwen Moor, seven males were singing on Marl Hill Moor on 4
April and 20 in the Pendle Hill area on 1 May. In Rossendale 25 singing birds were recorded in the
Meadowhead tetrad on 10 May.
Autumn movements began in mid‐September and continued until late November. With a
few exceptions passage was unspectacular this year; there were two clearly discernible surges, in
early to mid‐October and mid‐November. Two hundred and nineteen flew south over Fairhaven
Dunes between 21 Sept and 27 Oct, and 137 were recorded at Heysham between 12 Sept and 22
Nov. A hundred birds on Croston Moss on 5 Oct were followed by widespread movements next
day: 151 at Singleton, 125 south over Seaforth and 800+ over Downholland Moss. There were 144
over Fairhaven on 9 Oct, 45 at Seaforth and 34 at Inglenook Farm, Rainford on the 11th, and 170 at
Singleton on the 16th. Significant movements, though quite late, resumed on 16 Nov, with 250 at
Marshside and 120 at Eagland Hill; there were 229 at Singleton and 140 at Cockersand on the 18th.
Rossendale saw its last Skylark on 26 Oct and the ELOC region on 17 Nov.
Flocks of 245 at Marshside‐Crossens on 6 Dec and 142 at Singleton on the 22nd were the
only three‐figure counts received at the year’s end.

SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia
Common but local breeding bird, mainly in the east; common double passage migrant.
Amber List (Species of European Conservation Concern).
The first spring migrants reached Leighton Moss, Newton Marsh and Brockholes Wetland on 9
March; the first bird to arrive in east Lancashire was at Altham on the 14th. In the south‐west three
were at MMWWT on 15 March and two at Marshside next day, but Seaforth did not record its first
Sand Martin until the 30th, when birds also reached the Chorley region at Bretherton. Four at
Ewood Bridge Sewage Works on 3 April were the first to arrive in Rossendale. Numbers on spring
passage were higher than in 2007, peaking at 3000 roosting at Leighton Moss on 26 April; other
significant counts included 400 at Preesall Flashes on 3 April, 500 at Brockholes on the 9th and 250
at Marshside on the 26th. Further inland there were 40+ over Martholme Sewage Works on 4 April,
70 at Foulridge Reservoirs on the 28th and 100 over the Ribble at Ribchester on the following day.
No noteworthy counts away from breeding colonies were reported during May.
Details of nesting were patchy this year. On the Lune 1347 occupied nest‐holes were
located between Skerton Weir and Kirkby Lonsdale, 513 of these on the Arkholme‐Leck Beck
section. This total was 350 higher than in 2007, although there were some losses due to flooding. In
east Lancashire 25 breeding colonies were recorded in May, but numbers overall were down on
2007 totals; on the River Calder between Altham and Martholme three colonies held 23, twelve and
16 occupied holes on 20 May. For the first time in many years Sand Martins did not nest in the wall
at Barrowford Park. In Preston the Lightfoot Green colony at Fulwood reached 255 occupied nest
holes on 14 June and 289 on 15 July and thirty pairs nested at Brockholes Wetland. Three or four
pairs nested in the Townsendfold colony in Rossendale with around 25 birds, including many
juveniles, present in July. In the Chorley region one or two small colonies were noted along the
River Yarrow, but no breeding data were received from the south‐west.
As in 2007, autumn passage was a very subdued affair. The Leighton Moss roost peaked at
c.2000 in late July‐early August and there were no reports of significant gatherings in the Lune
Valley; autumn passage at Heysham was virtually nonexistent. Among very few noteworthy
counts received were 130 at Medlar, Fylde on 23 July, 45 over Seaforth next day, and 30 at Alston
Reservoirs on 17 Aug and 7 Sept. The last bird in east Lancashire was at Jackhouse Reservoir,
Oswaldtwistle on 10 Sept, Seaforth recorded its last on the 18th, and singles over Rossall Point on
21 Sept and at Hala next day were the last in the Fylde and the north respectively.
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SWALLOW Hirundo rustica
Abundant breeding bird and double passage migrant. Amber List (Species of European
Conservation Concern).
A single bird at Marshside on 16 March was the first of spring, but ten days elapsed before the next
arrival at Myerscough Quarry on the 26th. One at Torrisholme next day was the first in north
Lancashire, Rossendale’s first was at Redisher Woods on the 30th, one reached the ELOC region at
Marl Hill next day, and the first arrived in Chorley on 5 April. Movements during most of April
were fairly light and sporadic, but a sudden coastal influx on 21 April saw 342 move over Rossall
Point and 217 over Heysham, while 150 passed at Marshside; later in the month there were 300 at
Seaforth and at Ewood Bridge, and 250 at Lower Foulridge Reservoir on 27 April, and over 700
were at Ewood Bridge on the 28th. A second, heavier pulse of migration in early May brought 520
to Heysham, 220+ to Rossall Point and 250 to Marshside on 4 May; about 2000 roosted at Leighton
Moss on the 5th. During 6‐8 May 1400 Swallows moved north at Heysham, 250+ passed Rossall
Point on the 6th and 300 were at Seaforth on the 9th. Movements dwindled away by mid‐May and
94 over Rossall Point on the 24th was the only significant late‐month count.
Breeding data were, as usual for this species, patchy, but regularly‐monitored locations
included the Pilling‐Preesall area, where 39 nests produced 185 eggs and 157 fledged young;
twelve pairs bred at Lower Broomfield Farm, Arkholme and 22 in stables at Freshfield Dune
Heath, where birds were still present at a nest on 7 Oct. Birds returned to breeding sites in the
Rivington area between 22 and 29 April, and ten pairs nested at a farm at Roddlesworth. In
Rossendale about twelve pairs nested in Plunge, and four on a farm at Balladen. Two pairs bred at
the main hide at Marshside and two under Southport’s Marine Lake Bridge.
Post‐breeding and passage movements were underway by late July; there were 150 at
Greenhalgh, Fylde on 23 July and 450+ over Pilling Marsh on the 30th. Passage during August
appears to have been light and intermittent, with peak counts of 150 at Old Coach Road, St. Helens
on 8 Aug, 200 south at Seaforth next day, and 230 at Freckleton Naze and 100 at Withnell Fold,
Chorley on the 30th. A flock of 25 mobbed a Short‐eared Owl at Crown Point, Rossendale on 13
Aug before moving on south. Numbers picked up considerably in September, with over 20 three‐
figure counts reported and a widespread peak during the 14th to 21st, with 258 over Heysham, 360
at Seaforth and 290 on Rawcliffe Moss on 14 Sept, another 700+ over Rawcliffe Moss and 350 at
nearby Stalmine on the 17th, 130 at Cliviger Fish Ponds, Burnley on the 19th and 316 south at
Seaforth on the 21st.
Substantial movements continued into the first half of October, peaking at 100 at Old Coach
Road and 70 at Brockholes Wetland on 5 Oct, 60 at Myerscough College next day and 15 at
Extwistle Hall, near Burnley on the 15th. Chorley’s last Swallow was at Eccleston on 16 Oct and
east Lancashire’s at Lane Bottom on the 22nd; the last in Rossendale was at Cragg Quarry on the
26th. A noteworthy total of November records was received. One over Crosby shore on 2‐4 Nov
was the last in the south‐west, while two at Leighton Moss on the 11th and one at Heysham on the
16th closed out the year in north Lancashire. Two singles in the Fylde on 20 Nov were 2008’s last
stragglers, at Little Eccleston and Out Rawcliffe‐Pilling Moss.

HOUSE MARTIN Delichon urbicum
Common and widespread breeding bird; abundant passage migrant. Amber List
(breeding decline).
As in 2007 there were no March arrivals this year; two at Brockholes Wetland on 1 April were the
first migrants recorded. There was one over Darwen Town Centre next day, while Marshside,
Marton Mere and Ewood Bridge Sewage Works, Rossendale recorded their first House Martins on
the 3rd. One was at Berrington’s Lane, Rainford on 5 April and a total of 15 at Leighton Moss,
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Forton and Lancaster on the 6th were the first reported in north Lancashire. A single bird reached
Coppull, in the Chorley region, on 9 April. Subsequent passage was very light everywhere; 100
over Marshside on 4 May and 150 at Ewood Bridge on the 25th were the only three‐figure counts
received, and 83 on 21 May was Heysham’s peak movement.
As usual with this species breeding data were very fragmentary. There were 22 active nests
in Belmont Village (17 in 2007, eleven in 2006); in the north small colonies were reported at Over
Kellet, Halton, Docker and Millhead. In south Liverpool there was a small colony at St. Michaels
and birds also bred at seven other sites; in nearby Aintree young were still in the nest in early
October.
Southbound birds were on their way by 1 Aug when 90 passed at Seaforth; subsequent
movements were widespread and fairly continuous until mid‐September, although numbers
overall were unspectacular. Peak counts in August included 115 at Marshside on 4 Aug, 150 at
Seaforth on the 9th, 140 south over Ram’s Clough in the ELOC region on the 16th and 100 south at
White Coppice, Chorley on the 31st. A total of 100 passed at Heysham in August‐September,
peaking at 35 on 31 Aug. Four hundred south at Seaforth on 9 Sept was the largest autumn
movement reported; there were 200 at Leighton Moss and 96 over Todderstaffe Hall, Fylde on 16
Sept and 100 over Red House Farm, Great Harwood next day. Numbers declined very quickly in
late September; there were a handful of records in early October, the most noteworthy being 50 at
Old Coach Road, St. Helens on the 5th. One at Eccleston on 8 Oct was the last Chorley record, four
over Fairhaven next day were the latest in the Fylde, and four over Towneley Playing Fields,
Burnley on 10 Oct were the last House Martins reported in east Lancashire. The last stragglers of
the year were at a Helmshore, Rossendale nest site on 1 Oct.

RICHARD’S PIPIT* Anthus richardi
Rare passage migrant, mostly in autumn.
One was at Coldwell Reservoirs, Nelson on 17 October (G Waddington), making 2008 the third
year in a row that this eastern migrant has been recorded in the county.

TREE PIPIT Anthus trivialis
Uncommon local breeding bird in the north and east, and double passage migrant. Red
List (breeding decline).
Coastal passage began rather late, with the first at Marshside on 15 April. The first of 25 migrants
was over Rossall Point next day; there were nine there on 22 April and eight on the 26th, and five
more were recorded in the Fylde to 5 May. Heysham recorded its first on 22 April with six more to
8 May; apart from the Marshside bird seven were recorded on the south‐west coast, with two over
Cabin Hill on 26 April and Formby Point on 3 May.
Inland, birds had returned to Ogden Reservoir, Rossendale on 21 April, Roddlesworth
Plantations by the 22nd, Moor Piece by the 25th and Belmont by the 27th. At least two pairs bred at
Roddlesworth, one fledging four young. There were twelve May records from ten locations in east
Lancashire, with probable nesting at six of these, including Longridge and Beacon Fells. In north
Lancashire males were on territory at Leck Beck, Cragg Wood, Littledale, Birk Bank, Clougha
(five), Whittington and Roeburndale. The bird at Ogden Reservoir remained, apparently unmated,
until 18 July, the only breeding‐season record in Rossendale.
Very few autumn sightings were reported from inland regions; the last in east Lancashire
were singles at Jackhouse and Allsprings on 7 Sept. However, an above‐average coastal passage
began with an early migrant over Fairhaven on 28 July; seven more were recorded in the Fylde to
23 Sept. Thirteen passed at Heysham between 30 Aug and 21 Sept; the former date also saw slight

90

Lancashire Bird Report 2008

but widespread movements in the south‐west, with single birds at Formby Point, Cabin Hill and
Sefton Park, south Liverpool. Singles flew over Seaforth on 2 and 18 Sept, the latter the last Tree
Pipit recorded in the south‐west.

MEADOW PIPIT Anthus pratensis
Abundant breeding bird, especially in the east, and double passage migrant; scarcer in
winter. Amber List (breeding decline).
Small flocks were widespread in both upland and coastal areas in the first winter period; 60 at
Withnell Fold Flash on 6 Jan and 56 at Barnaby’s Sands on the Wyre on the 13th were the highest
counts reported. There were eight double‐figure counts in the ELOC region in January, with a peak
of 40 at Fishmoor Reservoir, Blackburn on the 22nd; 24 were at MMWWT on 13 Jan and 35 at
Seaforth next day. The Lancaster & District January survey located only 48 birds in seven 10km
squares.
Flocks of 150 at Brockholes Wetland on 9 Feb and 40 at Haslingden Moor, Rossendale next
day and at Seaforth on the 12th may well have been the first, albeit very early, spring movements.
Widespread passage began in the second week of March and extended, fairly continuously, to the
end of April. Movements were recorded at Heysham from 14 March to 27 April, totalling 2210
birds with peaks of 134 on 27 March and 557 on 21 April. The heaviest passage was recorded at
Rossall Point, with peaks of 2000 on 26 March, 500 next day, 512 on 6 April and 638 on the 21st.
Elsewhere in the lowlands 250 were at Brockholes on 15 March, 120 at Seaforth on the 17th and 150
at Lightfoot Green, Fulwood on 21 March and at Cabin Hill on the 26th. Movements inland were,
as usual very much lighter, or perhaps just more dispersed: there were 40 at Alston Reservoirs on
30 March and 53 at Hareden, near Dunsop Bridge on 26 April. A flock of 134 at Knott End on 21
May was presumably a very late passage movement.
Breeding data were rather sparse this year. Twenty‐three birds in May and 25 in June in a
1km BTO‐BBS square on Darwen Moor were a slight increase on the numbers in 2007. The ELOC
report mentions breeding at many upland sites. At Marshside seven pairs bred on the RSPB
reserve and another two on Crossens Inner Marsh, three pairs nested at Cabin Hill and on Garston
Shore, south Liverpool and two at Middleton Industrial Estate, Heysham, but only one at
MMWWT.
Flocks were on the move at inland locations from the end of July. In the ELOC region there
were 55+ at Marl Hill on 31 July and 80 on Pendle Hill on 31 Aug, when 100+ were also in Lee
Quarry, Rossendale; in Chorley 50+ were at Belmont on 12 Aug. In an early movement on the coast
220 passed at Marshside on 14 Aug. Broad front movements began with a rush in mid‐September,
with 400 south at Seaforth and 248 at Heysham on 14 Sept; there were 672 at Heysham and an
autumn peak of 923 over Caton Moor on the 17th, when 721 also passed at Top o’ th’ Slate,
Rossendale. A widespread surge on 21 Sept brought 150 to Champion Moor, 440 to Seaforth, 500+
to Marshside and 147 over Fairhaven; there were 415 at Heysham on the 23rd and 100 at Belmont
Reservoir next day, and 416 moved over Top o’ th’ Slate on the 25th.
Movements in October were intermittent and on a much smaller scale. There were 100 at
Lightfoot Green on 3 Oct and at Dairy Farm Road, St. Helens on the 5th, 105 at Seaforth next day,
294 at Heysham on the 14th and 100 at King’s Moss, Rainford on the 16th. Thirty at Buckshaw
Village, Chorley on 3 Nov and 25 at Coal Clough Wind Farm, Burnley on the 6th were the last
significant inland gatherings reported; a flock of twelve was pursued by a Merlin on Nutshaw Hill,
Rossendale on 16 Nov. Very few double‐figure counts were received in the second winter period:
in the Fylde there were 45 at Cogie Hill on 30 Nov and 30 were at Lightfoot Green on 22 Dec; 30
were at Middleton Industrial Estate on 9 Dec and 20 at Edge Cote, Rossendale on the 22nd.
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ROCK PIPIT Anthus petrosus
Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant, mainly in autumn.
As usual, the great majority of records came from shorelines and saltmarshes from the Wyre
northwards. As most reports are of observations over monthly or fortnightly high tides it is
impossible to tell whether birds seen in March and October, in particular, are overwintering
individuals or on passage. Peak counts in the Fylde during the first winter period were 18 between
Barnaby’s Sands and The Heads on 13 Jan, three at Knott End on 15 Feb and at least ten at The
Heads on 10 March. In north Lancashire up to five birds were recorded at each of eight coastal
sites, with a peak of eleven on Aldcliffe Marsh on 9 March. Further south singles were on Warton
Marsh on 20 and 22 Feb and on 9 March; there were two at Marshside on 25 Jan and singles on
four dates in February to early March. Singles on Crosby Shore on 12 March and at Brockholes
Wetland next day, and two at the latter site on 28‐29 March are very likely to have been passage
birds, in the light of an absence of reports in late winter.
One at Aldcliffe on 20 Sept was the first autumn record. Singles over Fairhaven Lake and
Rossall Point on 27 Sept and over Caton Moor on 12 Oct were clearly on passage, and it is probable
that four singles at Heysham between 11 Oct and 1 Nov, and another four at Seaforth between 11
Oct and 6 Nov were also migrants. Peak late‐year counts in the Fylde included 19 at Knott End on
5 Nov and four there on 30 Dec, seven at Barnaby’s Sands on 16 Nov and nine there on 15 Dec. In
north Lancashire there were counts of up to three at various coastal locations, with peaks of five at
Stodday and four each at Morecambe Stone Jetty and Aldcliffe. In the south there were singles at
the old Garden Festival site in south Liverpool on 10 Nov, at Seaforth on 15 and 22 Nov and at
Marshside on 14 Dec.

WATER PIPIT Anthus spinoletta
Uncommon winter visitor and scarce passage migrant. Amber List (rare winterer).
Records in the Fylde during the first winter period were confined to two locations: Warton Bank
with peaks of one on 6 Jan, five on 16 Feb, at least three during 5‐9 March and six on 7 April, and
Barnaby’s Sands‐The Heads, where two were present on 13 Jan, at least three on 7 and 10 March
and six on 6 April. In the north a bird at Leighton Moss showed on at least nine dates between 1
Jan and 4 April; one was at Conder Green on 7 April and a bird in summer plumage was on
Middleton Sands on the 22nd. Singles at Seaforth on 8 March and at Marshside on 17 Feb and 10
March were the only other early‐year reports received.
Two at Barnaby’s Sands on 14‐15 Dec was the only record during the second winter period.

YELLOW WAGTAIL Motacilla flava flavissima
Scarce and declining summer visitor; fairly common passage migrant. Red List
(breeding decline).
Numbers reported on both spring and autumn passage along the coast were a considerable
improvement on 2007’s totals, but the breeding situation remains extremely marginal. One at
Seaforth and two at MMWWT on 16 April were the first spring arrivals, followed by one at
Mythop, Fylde on the 18th and two on Plex Moss on the 20th. A bird at Worsthorne, Burnley next
day was the first of only two spring records in east Lancashire; none was recorded in Chorley NHS
region or in Rossendale all year. There were widespread reports of singles and small parties in
coastal areas until the end of May; noteworthy peaks included four on Fleetwood Golf Course on
26 April, six at Marshside on the 30th and four there on 4 May. A total of 13 were recorded in the
Fylde during April and nine in May; there were six in April and six in May at Seaforth and three at
Heysham between 21 April and 30 May.
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The Yellow Wagtail’s decline as a breeding species in north Lancashire seems to continue
inexorably: a pair bred unsuccessfully at Lancaster Farms, Lancaster, but there were no records
from the Arkholme area. For the third successive season breeding was not recorded in the ELOC
region. In the lowlands a pair probably nested at MMWWT, where two birds were collecting nest
material on 9 June; at nearby Curlew Lane, Rufford up to three were seen on several dates from 24
April, and two adults and a juvenile were present on 4 July. Breeding‐season presence elsewhere
on the south‐west mosslands, on Churchtown and Downholland Mosses and at Mere Brow, holds
out the hope of a surviving remnant population, but breeding was not confirmed at any site.
Small‐scale movements were evident along the coast from early July; these gained
momentum later in the month, with two at Marshside on 23 July and three at Seaforth on the 27th;
there were four August records in the Fylde, two were at Leighton Moss on 13 Aug, and four were
at Old Coach Road, St. Helens on the 22nd (which may have been local breeders), on Downholland
Moss next day and at Prescot Reservoirs on the 28th. Seaforth dominated the passage scene, with a
total of about 23 birds to the last on 22 Sept, while only three migrants were recorded at Heysham.
Small numbers continued to move in September, including east Lancashire’s only autumn
migrants at Worsthorne, Towneley Park and Rishton; five were recorded in the Fylde, including
three at Fluke Hall Lane on 2 Sept. In the south‐west two were at Banks Marsh on 3 Sept and two
flew south at Formby Point on the 7th. Late birds included singles at Marshside on 24 Sept and
Rishton on the 27th, and the last Yellow Wagtail of 2008 flew south over Rossall Point on the 29th.

BLUE-HEADED WAGTAIL Motacilla flava flava
Scarce passage migrant, mainly in spring.
Another quiet year, with three records of single birds, all males: at Seaforth on 13 April (our
earliest Yellow Wagtail of the year), Curlew Lane, Rufford on the 24th, and Ridge Farm, Pilling on
29 May.

GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea
Fairly common breeding bird, mainly on upland streams in the east; common passage
migrant, especially in autumn. Widespread in small numbers in winter. Amber List
(long‐term breeding decline).
An increase in the number of late winter sightings in east Lancashire suggests that more Grey
Wagtails are overwintering in the uplands: there were 23 reports from 22 locations in January to
February. In coastal areas up to three were recorded at over 45 sites in the Fylde during the same
two months, while 16 were counted in the Lancaster & District January survey (23 in 2007, 20 in
2006).
As usual, reports of spring movements were both few and scattered. Six passed at
Heysham during 19‐25 March, Seaforth recorded two each on 1 and 27 April and there were ten at
Marshside between 26 March and 16 May, with a peak of six on 29 April. Four flew over Rossall
Point during 15‐17 March.
Breeding was confirmed at ten locations in the ELOC region, with probable nesting at
another 13; in Rossendale there were at least four territories on the River Irwell between
Rawtenstall and Strongstry and breeding was confirmed at three other sites. In the Chorley NHS
region seven pairs were on territory in the Belmont area, and four nests were found; there were
eight territories at Rivington‐Anglezarke. Fifteen pairs were located by the BTO Waterways Survey
along the Lune between Skerton Weir and Kirkby Lonsdale, two fewer than in 2007, although not
all stretches of the river were covered. Breeding pairs were recorded at eight other sites in north
Lancashire, including Scorton and Millhead in the lowlands. A pair nested on the Ribble Link,
Preston and breeding was thought probable at Marton Mere. In the south‐west a pair bred in the
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vicinity of Seaforth; two juveniles were with an adult there on 21 June. There was no evidence of
nesting in Sefton Park, south Liverpool this year but a pair bred at the regular site in Stanley Dock,
central Liverpool; there were several breeding‐season records in St. Helens.
Autumn movements began on schedule in late August and continued fairly steadily until
the end of October. This species was the subject of a major targeted colour‐ringing effort at
Heysham from late August through September; all captured birds were juveniles. A total of 198
passed there between 23 Aug and 17 Oct, with peaks of 30 on 31 Aug and 25 on 14 Sept. Also in the
north 20 flew over Caton Moor between 17 Sept and 12 Oct, peaking at six on 28 Sept; there were
eleven at Arkholme on 29 Aug and nine there on 3 Oct. In the Fylde 20 flew over Rossall Point and
25 over Starr Gate on 14 Sept and 35 moved east over Fairhaven Lake between 21 Sept and 9 Oct,
with peaks of 13 on 27 Sept and 9 Oct. In the south‐west Seaforth recorded its first migrants in the
last week of August; eleven flew south on 18 Sept and 14 on the 27th, with six on 30 Oct the last
movement there. There were regular sightings of single birds at Marshside between 27 Sept and 8
Oct; eight were by the boating lake in Sefton Park on 12 Sept and there were four at Eccleston
Mere, St. Helens on 8 Oct.
Grey Wagtails were again widespread in ones and twos at many coastal and inland
locations at the end of the year. In December there were twelve records in east Lancashire at eleven
locations, while in the Fylde birds were present at 20 sites; three were at Ewood Bridge Sewage
Works, Rossendale on 28 Dec.

PIED WAGTAIL Motacilla alba yarrellii
Common and widespread breeding bird and winter visitor; abundant double passage
migrant.
No large roosts were reported in the first winter period; the highest count was of 110+ in Parker
Street, Liverpool on 31 Jan. In the Fylde there were 60 at Salwick on 6 Jan and 79 at Marton Mere
on 12 Feb; 59 were on Downholland Moss on 29 Jan and 100+ at Ewood Bridge Sewage Works,
Rossendale on 22 Feb. One hundred and twenty nine were counted during the Lancaster & District
January survey, almost all in coastal squares. Very few reports of significant spring movements
were received: a roost of 100+ in a Blackburn retail park on 23 March presumably contained some
passage birds; there were 40 at Brockholes Wetland on 13 March and 80 there on the 29th, and 40+
at Sowerby, Fylde on 10 April.
The BTO survey of the River Lune located 43 territorial pairs (60 in 2007, 53 in 2006),
though the entire river was not covered; the Arkholme‐Leck Beck stretch held 21 territories, five
fewer than in 2007. Many reports of breeding by single pairs were received from all regions of the
county; three pairs nested at Belmont Reservoir and breeding was described as widespread in
Rossendale.
Autumn passage was slow to get going, beginning in late August: there were 100+ at Bank
End, Fylde during 21‐23 Aug, 40+ were at Champion Moor Flood Pool on the 21st and 45 passed at
Seaforth on the 28th; 35 flew over Fairhaven next day. Five hundred and thirty five flew south over
Heysham between 30 Aug and 28 Oct, peaking at 87 on 27 Sept, when 25 also passed at Belmont;
on Caton Moor 634 were counted between 17 Sept and 27 Oct, including 151 on 28 Sept. Roosts of
up to 250 birds were at Leighton Moss and Forton M6 Services during the autumn. Sporadic
October movements included 51 at Fairhaven on 9 Oct and 44 there on the 14th; 56 passed at
Heysham on the 17th.
Over a hundred at a roost in Chorley on 9 Dec was the only three‐figure count received at
the year’s end; 60 roosted in Preston city centre on 11 Nov and 50+ in St. James’s Street, Burnley on
8 Dec, and a roost at Ewood Bridge peaked at 50 on the 21st.
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WHITE WAGTAIL Motacilla alba alba
Spring migrant in variable numbers, mainly coastal; much scarcer in autumn.
A fairly average spring passage was heavily concentrated on the south‐west coast and mosslands.
Three at Marshside on 18 March were the first to arrive, followed by a bird at Seaforth on the 21st
and two apiece at Aldcliffe Marsh and Eagland Hill, Pilling next day. Movements later in the
month included 14 at Heysham on 29 March, a total of 14 birds in the Fylde, and the first inland
record, at Parsonage Reservoir, Blackburn on the 30th.
Passage continued at very low levels until mid‐April, but the rest of the month was lively,
with up to 70 birds on Plex Moss during 18‐28 April and daily counts of 20 to 50 at Seaforth during
the 15‐30th. Elsewhere in the south‐west there were peaks of 27 at Marshside and 15 at Cabin Hill
on 27 April, 20 at North Moss Lane, Formby on 23‐24th and 25 at Curlew Lane, Rufford on 25‐26th.
In the Fylde there were 20+ at Fleetwood Marsh Nature Park on 16 April and 25+ at Ridge Farm,
Pilling on the 27th; in the north eleven passed at Heysham during April and there were twelve at
Jenny Brown’s Point on the 27th. Inland there was one at Belmont on 12 April and four records of
singles in the ELOC region between 10 & 27 April; one at Ewood Bridge Sewage Works on the
latter date was Rossendale’s only record all year. Movements dwindled quickly in May, although
up to 60 remained at Seaforth until the 3rd; 22 were at North Moss Lane on the 2nd. In east
Lancashire there were singles at Ightenhill Bridge on 4 May and on Towneley Playing Fields,
Burnley on the 6th. Seaforth recorded its last White Wagtail on 11 May and there were two late
stragglers at Marshside on the 21st.
As usual autumn movements were much lighter than in spring, beginning with a bird on
Halsall Moss on 14 Aug. There were eight at Seaforth between 1 and 21 Sept and eight in the Fylde
during 6‐13 Sept; a wholly exceptional passage of 50 White Wagtails was reported from Marshside
on 21 Sept. As in 2007 all our October birds were in the ELOC region, two at Billington, near
Whalley on 12 Oct and three there on the 15th.

WAXWING Bombycilla garrulus
Fairly common, irregular winter visitor.
After two very quiet years, late 2008 saw a significant influx of this charismatic immigrant. The
first winter period was uneventful: two birds were in Skelmersdale on 12 Jan while there were
eleven reports of parties of up to seven in east Lancashire; seven were in Chatburn on 2 Jan, one or
two in Burnley between 23 Jan and 13 Feb, and two or three in
Darwen on 4 and 14 April.
The advance guard of what was to become a major
irruption were five birds at Morecambe on 31 Oct. The
subsequent influx was almost wholly confined to north, east
and central Lancashire; only stragglers, or none at all, were
recorded in other regions. The pattern of occurrences was very
complex this year, with some large and many smaller flocks;
some groups remained in situ for lengthy periods, whilst others
were highly transient. November highlights included a flock at
Barrow, near Clitheroe which peaked at 70 on 21 Nov, up to 20
at nearby Whalley during 16 Nov‐1 Dec, and a large flock that
alternated between Ashton‐on‐Ribble, Preston and sites in the
city centre from 24 Nov, peaking at 80+ on the 29th. There were
Waxwing distribution
70 in Darwen on 21 Nov, 13 in Carnforth on the 23rd, 80 at
Winter 2008/09.
Stocks Reservoir on the 29th and 25 at Galgate, Lancaster on the
30th.
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By early December the invaders seem to have subdivided into many smaller foraging
parties, presumably as their original supplies of berries gave out. This was especially the case in
north Lancashire, where flocks of up to 20 were reported from Carnforth, Lancaster, Hornby,
Torrisholme, Silverdale, Heysham, Caton, Scotforth, Oakenclough, Borwick and Leighton Moss. In
the east there were up to nine in Weir Street, Blackburn to 29 Dec, 20 at Pleasington on 11 Dec and
three in Accrington on the 25th. In Chorley up to 20 were on Collingwood Road during 7‐13 Dec;
twelve at Lostock Hall, south‐east of Preston on 29 Nov had increased to 50+ by 7 Dec. In the city
itself 50 were still present at Ashton on 9 Dec, but the flock had apparently dispersed by the 11th.
Elsewhere in the county, quiet prevailed. There were no reports from Rossendale or the
south‐west; in the Fylde single‐figure parties were reported from Warton, Myerscough and
Lytham from late November.

DIPPER Cinclus cinclus
Uncommon breeder, mainly in the east.
Dippers were recorded in every month in the ELOC region; breeding was confirmed at ten sites,
with probable nesting at another 16. One pair nested in the middle of Burnley and another bred in
a drainpipe at Talbot Bridge. Breeding was widespread in Rossendale, with birds in song from 6
Jan at Townsendfold and at several locations from early autumn to the end of the year. In north
Lancashire the BTO Waterways Survey located only two pairs on the Lune between Skerton Weir
and Kirkby Lonsdale, as in 2007; away from the Lune breeding season presence was recorded at
ten other sites. In the Chorley region two nests at Belmont Reservoir fledged a total of eight young
and there were territorial pairs at Dean Wood, Yarrow Valley Park and White Coppice; a bird at
Syd Brook, Eccleston on 27 Dec was the first sighting there for a number of years. A Dipper on a
house roof on Pilling Lane in Chorley town on 29 Nov had apparently become disoriented in fog!
In the Fylde there were records of up to two birds on the River Brock down to Myerscough
College over eight months, but no proof of nesting; no records were received from St. Helens or
elsewhere in the south‐west.

WREN Troglodytes troglodytes
Abundant breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.
As the run of relatively mild winters continued into early 2008, evidence from most sources
indicates that high populations persist; the picture is not entirely consistent, however. In east
Lancashire there were 327 reports during the year, with 27 double‐figure counts, and highest
densities at Gisburn Forest and Moor Piece. The first singing bird was recorded at Browsholme on
30 Jan. In north Lancashire 194 were counted across all squares during the Lancaster & District
January survey. Breeding and ringing data from this region present a complex picture: 14 pairs
bred on Warton Crag RSPB (mean of ten during 1989‐2007) and 27 on British Energy land at
Heysham (six fewer than in 2007), where productivity seems to have been very poor; in the Lune
Valley there were 16 singing males at Arkholme Viaduct on 16 April, five fewer than 2007’s total.
Fifty‐seven Wrens were ringed at Leighton Moss between late spring and early winter, compared
with a mean of 77 during 2000‐2007; at Heysham 33 were ringed in 2008, the lowest total ever.
Successful breeding was very widespread in Rossendale. In the Fylde high counts included
20 at Cuddy Hill on 19 Jan, 28 at Ingol on 23 Feb and 30 there on 31 July; there were 26 singing
males at Marton Mere on 31 May. In the south‐west there were up to six at Seaforth in the first
winter period and fifteen pairs bred on the margins of Marshside‐Crossens marshes (eleven in
2007); 25 pairs nested on Freshfield Dune Heath (20 in 2007) and up to 50 were singing in Mere
Sands Wood in early May. No reports of significant passage movements in either spring or
autumn were received this year.
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DUNNOCK Prunella modularis
Abundant breeding resident and uncommon double passage migrant. Amber List (long
term breeding decline).
Up to seven birds were at Seaforth in the early year, and there was a peak of 21 at Mere Sands
Wood in the first quarter. In the north, 132 were counted across all squares during the Lancaster &
District January survey; high counts in the Fylde included 22 at Cuddy Hill on 19 Jan and 36 at
Ingol on 23 Feb. The first singing birds in Rossendale were at Irwell Vale and Rawtenstall on 6 Feb,
and in the ELOC region at Barrow Lodge near Clitheroe next day. Three presumed passage birds
at Heysham in April and early May were the only spring migrants reported.
Although breeding data provided were rather fragmentary it seems that recent high
populations are being maintained. In the south‐west twelve pairs bred on Freshfield Dune Heath,
one up on 2007’s total, and four on the edge of Marshside‐Crossens marshes; eleven were singing
in Mere Sands Wood. In north Lancashire there were twelve singing males on British Energy
property at Heysham, as in 2007, but productivity was judged to be poor; twelve pairs nested on
Warton Crag RSPB (mean 6.6 during 1989‐2007). Twenty‐four were ringed at Leighton Moss
during the year, compared with 30 last year. In the Fylde there were four singing males at Preesall
Flashes on 3 April and eight at Marton Mere on the 30th.
One of the most noteworthy features of autumn passage in 2008 were the 49 Dunnocks, 42
of them juveniles, caught and ringed in a Belmont garden between August and December;
significant inland movements of this species may often go undetected. At Seaforth ten on 26 Sept
included new arrivals or migrants; six were present on 6 Oct. At Heysham two flew south on 20
Sept, one on 9 Oct and three on the 15th; there were five at Red Nab on 5 Oct. Eleven at Cabus,
Fylde on 24 Nov was the only double‐figure count reported at year’s end.

ROBIN Erithacus rubecula
Abundant breeding resident, autumn passage migrant and winter visitor.
Five hundred and twenty three were recorded across all squares during the Lancaster & District
January survey. High early‐year counts in the Fylde included 49 at Cuddy Hill on 19 Jan and 56 at
Swillbrook on 9 Feb; in east Lancashire there were 44 at Barrow, Clitheroe on 9 Feb and 52 at
Braddup Clough on the 12th. Twenty‐four were at Strongstry, Rossendale on 16 Feb. Thirteen
Robins were in Moor Park, Preston on 10 Feb and there was an early‐year peak of 49 at Mere Sands
Wood; there were up to a dozen at Seaforth during the first winter period.
In north Lancashire 21 pairs nested on Warton Crag RSPB (24 in 2007) and 13 on British
Energy land at Heysham, where productivity seems to have been poor. Five singing males were
counted on the Arkholme Viaduct‐Leck Beck stretch of the River Lune, a major decline from last
year’s 19 pairs. The Heysham ringing total was 78, and 28 were caught during the year at Leighton
Moss (average 39 during 2000‐2007). In the Fylde eight monitored nests in the Pilling‐Preesall area
produced 20 fledged young from 38 eggs laid; there were nine singing males at Marton Mere on 26
April. In the south‐west there were 48 singing males at Mere Sands Wood and 15 pairs nested on
Freshfield Dune Heath (19 in 2007).
Reports of autumn migrants were virtually confined to September, although a total of 16,
including nine juveniles, were caught and ringed in a Belmont garden between August and
December. Noticeable arrivals were logged at Heysham between 5 and 23 Sept, including 30+ on 6
Sept, 20+ on the 16th and 15 on the 23rd. At Marshside there were influxes of 25 on 21 Sept and six
on the 27th, when 45 also arrived at Billington, Whalley. In the Fylde there were 30 in Mount Park,
Fleetwood on 14 Sept and 24 at Marton Mere on the 25th; 17 were at Seaforth on 19 Sept and 22 on
the 24th. A late, very ‘orange and grey’ north European‐type bird was at Heysham on 4 Nov.
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There was a late‐year peak of 34 at Mere Sands Wood; 16 were at Cabus, Fylde on 16 Nov,
thirteen in Staghills Woods, Rossendale on 7 Dec and twelve at Myerscough Quarry on 31 Dec.

BLUETHROAT* Luscinia svecica
Vagrant.
A first‐summer male of the white‐spotted race cyanecula was on Aldcliffe Marsh on 8‐9 April (D
Heywood), and a singing male of the nominate Scandinavian race was at Rossall School, Fylde on
30 May (S Piner). These were the eleventh and twelfth records of the species in Lancashire, the
most recent being one in Ingol, Preston in May 2003.

BLACK REDSTART Phoenicurus ochruros
Rare breeding bird; uncommon double passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber List
(breeding decline).
Fourteen records involving 15 individuals made 2008 the best year for this species since 1996; the
majority of sightings were at well‐watched coastal and inland locations. Adult males were at
Heysham on 1 Jan and on Carnforth Slag Tips between 23 Jan and 7 March; one was on Ainsdale
shore on 11‐13 Feb, and a first‐winter male frequented Pendle Hill on 13 dates between 12 Feb and
25 April. Another first‐winter bird was at Cocker’s Dyke, Pilling Lane from 19 to 27 March; on the
latter date a female or first‐winter male was in a garden on Highbury Road, St. Anne’s.
Four birds were recorded during the main spring passage period, female‐types at Heysham
Red Nab on 21 April and at Prescot Reservoirs, St. Helens on the 28th, and a male and a female in
Fleetwood Cemetery on the 30th. Although breeding was not confirmed this year, a first‐summer
male was in song at Seaforth on 27 May and a male was singing in New Street, Lancaster on 9
June, though not subsequently.
The second half of the year was considerably less hectic. There were single birds at Pendle
Hill on 23 Sept and at Ridge Farm, Pilling on 1 Nov, and a female/1W was in Fleetwood Docks on
20 Dec.

REDSTART Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Fairly common breeding bird and double passage migrant. Amber List (Species of
European Conservation Concern).
The first birds had arrived at inland breeding areas in advance of any coastal passage: in the ELOC
region single males were at Jackhouse Reservoir, Oswaldtwistle on 4 April and Mearley Hall on
the 14th, and one was also at Abbeystead in north Lancashire on the latter date. Two at Marshside
on 16 April were the first coastal migrants and a brisk passage followed until 12 May, including
eight birds in the Fylde, five in the north and nine in the south‐west. In the Chorley region birds
were recorded at Rivington, White Coppice, Alance Bridge and Lead Mines Clough between 25
April and 7 May; in east Lancashire Redstarts were on territory in the Slaidburn area by 23 April.
In north Lancashire movements included ten birds along 50m of hedgerow at Wrayton in the
upper Lune Valley on 5 May.
Although the breeding situation in Chorley remains precarious, with only one confirmed
pair, as in 2007, at Lead Mines Clough, the species is doing rather better in other upland regions. In
east Lancashire 22 pairs bred in boxes on the United Utilities Bowland estate, an increase of six on
2007, although productivity was lower; confirmed or probable nesting was reported from up to 20
other locations. In north Lancashire males were on territory at 13 sites, including nine in
Roeburndale, four at Tower Lodge, and two at six other locations.
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Post‐breeding reports from inland areas were rather sparse this year: four single birds were
recorded in the north during September, and the last Redstart in east Lancashire was at Marl Hill
on the 12th. On the coast a very early mover was at Brockholes Wetland on 9 July; as in 2007 the
subsequent passage was very thin, and, apart from two at Heysham and one at Aldcliffe on 31
Aug, confined to September. There were two singles each at Seaforth, in the Fylde and north
Lancashire, and two were at Prescot Reservoirs, St. Helens on 19 Sept; a bird at Seaforth on the
27th was the last of the year.

WHINCHAT Saxicola rubetra
Scarce and declining breeder on eastern hills; uncommon double passage migrant.
Amber List (breeding decline).
The first of yet another very light coastal passage was a male on Plex Moss on 19 April, followed
by single birds at Marshside on the 21st and Fleetwood on the 23rd. Marshside recorded five more
to 11 May, including four on 27 April, and a total of 27 passed through the Fylde to 29 May, with
peaks of three at Fleetwood Marsh Nature Park on 28 and 30 April. The first in north Lancashire
was at Heysham on 27 April; four more were recorded there to 28 May. The first inland arrivals
were at White Coppice, Chorley on 20 April and at Jackhouse Reservoir in the ELOC region on the
22nd; singles were at Allsprings, Great Harwood on 3 May and at Belmont on the 7th.
The breeding situation of this species in 2008 looked grim. Only five territories were
located on the United Utilities Bowland estate (14 in 2007, 15 in 2006), although only a partial
survey was conducted this year; a single pair which nested at Croasdale and a pair at Clough
Bottom, Rossendale, which fledged four young were the only instances of successful breeding
reported. In north Lancashire pairs or singing males were present in suitable habitat at four sites,
but no evidence of breeding activity was reported from the Chorley region.
Moderate movements began in inland regions from early July, with a steady trickle of birds
at Clowbridge Reservoir from mid‐August to mid‐September, including peaks of three on 7, 13 &
16 Sept. One was on Harrisend Fell on 19 Sept; in east Lancashire a female was at Allsprings from
13 July to 13 Sept. Five passed through Belmont Reservoir during 23‐30 Aug and there were single
juveniles there on 23 and 27 Sept; two were also at Plunge, Rossendale on the latter date. Single
birds at Croston Finney, Chorley on 5 Oct and Twiston Moor below Pendle Hill on 14 Oct were the
last Whinchats reported in 2008.
Meanwhile, movements at coastal watchpoints were very slight, beginning with an early
migrant at Aldcliffe Marsh on 10 July; there were no autumn records at Heysham. Eight were
recorded in the Fylde between 21 Aug and 22 Sept, with a peak of three at Fleetwood on 3 Sept.
One on 8 Sept was the only record at Marshside; there were two at Jenny Brown’s Point on the
15th and three at Seaforth on the 26‐27th.

STONECHAT Saxicola torquata
Fairly common, increasing breeding bird, mainly in upland areas; fairly common
passage migrant and winter visitor.
Stonechats have now become so numerous throughout the year in all parts of the county that only
the broadest summaries and highlights of wintering, passage and breeding records can be
provided here. Stonechats were plentiful in both coastal and inland areas during the first winter
period. Birds were reported at ten sites in the Fylde in January and over 20 in February, with a
peak of five at Lytham Moss on 19 Jan; they were widespread in the south‐west, while pairs
wintered at five coastal locations in north Lancashire while inland there were three in the Birk
Bank‐Clougha area in January and seven in February. There were 14 January reports from ten sites
in east Lancashire and 26 in February from 21 sites; several birds were present at four locations in
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Rossendale, including three pairs at Clowbridge Reservoir on 28 Feb. By mid‐to late February, of
course, it is highly likely that many records will have involved birds on passage.
Spring movements at Heysham began early and continued to late March, with a peak of
five on the 12th; widespread movements in the Fylde included seven at Burglar’s Alley on 9
March, nine on Fleetwood Golf Course on the 14th and seven at Ridge Farm, Pilling on the 29th.
Passage at Marshside was concentrated in the period 8‐26 March, with a peak of ten on the 10th;
two very late birds passed on 6 May.
Both inland and coastal breeding populations were well‐monitored this year. In Rossendale
the species continued to extend its breeding range, with many family parties recorded in late
spring and summer. In east Lancashire a partial survey of the United Utilities Bowland estate
located 27 pairs ( 66 in a complete census in 2007); widespread confirmation of breeding was
reported elsewhere in the region, with probable nesting at another 31 sites. In the Chorley area six
or seven pairs were on territory around Belmont where three nests were found and 16 young
ringed, while there were five successful pairs in the Rivington‐Anglezarke area and one at White
Coppice. In north Lancashire pairs nested on Caton Moor and in Roeburndale, but breeding
success in the Birk Bank‐Clougha area was described as very poor.
On the coast, the situation of our relict breeding population continued to improve. A pair
nested at Barrow Scout, Leighton Moss, and two recently‐fledged juveniles at Middleton Industrial
Estate on 29 June were suggestive of nearby breeding. In the Fylde three pairs were successful, at
Rossall School, Fairhaven Dunes and Lytham St. Anne’s LNR. In the south‐west five or more pairs
fledged young, on Birkdale Hills, Ainsdale and Hightown Dunes and at Cabin Hill NNR, and up
to three pairs probably nested at MMWWT.
Post‐breeding movements inland included 20 at Clowbridge Reservoir on 3 Aug and 16
there on the 28th; later in the autumn there were many presumed family groups at multiple
locations in Rossendale. Over 20 Stonechats were recorded around Belmont Reservoir in late
September. There were many coastal sightings of one to three birds in the north, the Fylde and the
south‐west from late August to mid‐November. At the year’s end birds remained at many sites in
Rossendale, especially by reservoirs; in east Lancashire there were 16 December records, from
eleven locations. Up to three were present at each of ten sites in the Fylde, while overwintering
birds were at nine locations in north Lancashire, both coastal and inland. In the south‐west
Stonechats were again widely‐distributed in ones and twos along the coast and on the mosslands.

WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe
Fairly common though local breeding bird; common double passage migrant. Amber
List (Species of European Conservation Concern).
The first Wheatear of 2008 was inland, a male at Earnsdale Reservoir, Darwen on 13 March.
Coastal movements began with one at Marshside on the 15th; birds reached Heysham and
Seaforth on the 17th and two at Fluke Hall, Pilling next day were the first to arrive in the Fylde.
Rossendale also recorded its first Wheatears on 18 March, at Plunge; in the Chorley region one was
on Anglezarke Moor on the 23rd.
Movements were exceptionally light for the remainder of March and most of April, with
highlights of 14 at Clowbridge Reservoir on 4 April, seven at Belmont on the 7th and eleven on
Fleetwood Marsh on the 11th. Arrivals en masse began on 21 April, with 43 at Heysham and 21 at
Pilling Lane, and climaxed in a major influx on the 27th, when there were 154 at Heysham, 110 in
the Fleetwood area, 40 at Aldcliffe, 23 at Todderstaffe Hall, Fylde and 20 at Cabin Hill. Fifty‐two at
Jenny Brown’s Point and 30 on Altcar Moss on 28 April, 25 at Seaforth next day and 22 on
Fleetwood Marsh on the 30th were the last significant counts of an exceptionally concentrated
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passage. Movements continued at low levels through May, and there were three June records in
the Fylde to the 22nd, one at Marshside on the 6th, and three at Seaforth to 20 June.
Fifteen pairs nested on the United Utilities Bowland estate, although this year’s survey did
not cover the whole area. In the north pairs bred at Birk Bank‐Clougha (two), Abbeystead, Leck
Beck (two), Leck Fell (three), Caton Moor (two) and Roeburndale, as well as the county’s only
coastal breeding record, a pair at the traditional site of Carnforth Slag Tips. Breeding productivity
seems to have been poor overall, however. In Rossendale five males and a female were already on
territory at Grane by 30 March; pairs bred at Clowbridge Reservoir (the first there for several
years) and at five other sites. Two pairs nested successfully near Belmont.
A fresh juvenile at Crosby Coastal Park on 1 July was the first sign of coastal passage; five
birds were recorded in the Fylde during the last ten days of the month. Apart from noteworthy
counts of 40 at Marshside on 2 Sept and 20 at Fluke Hall on the 11th autumn movements, both
coastal and inland, were unremarkable this year. Fourteen passed at Belmont during August;
eleven were on Pendle Hill on 2 Sept, while seven at Whitworth Reservoir on the 14th was
Rossendale’s highest count. At Heysham there were peaks of 13 on 30 Aug and 16 on 4 Sept. The
usual tail of stragglers was recorded through October, including 19 in the Fylde; the last Wheatears
in Rossendale, Chorley and east Lancashire were on 3, 6 & 21 Oct, respectively. One on Hightown
shore on 12 Oct was the last record in the south‐west; the Fylde saw its last Wheatear at Fleetwood
Golf Course on the 26th and one at Heysham on the 28th was the last recorded in 2008.

DESERT WHEATEAR Oenanthe deserti
Vagrant
A first‐winter male was on Crosby Shore on 12 Oct (J Dempsey, M Garner); the record has been
accepted by the BBRC. This was the third occurrence in the county; both previous records were in
the Fylde in November, at Rossall Point in 1991 and near Blackpool Airport in 1994.

RING OUZEL Turdus torquatus
Scarce and local breeding bird on the hills; uncommon double passage migrant
Passage totals were much lower than in 2007. A male at Croasdale on 17 March was the first to
arrive, and a quiet inland passage followed; subsequent records included three males at Belmont
during 6‐14 April and a peak of five on Pendle Hill on the 26th. A female at Musbury on 6 May
was the only spring record in Rossendale. Most coastal migrants were reported from the south‐
west, a total of eight between 13 April and 4 May; two were recorded in the Fleetwood area in late
April, while a male at Heysham Red Nab on 16 April was the only record in north Lancashire.
Eleven territorial pairs on the United Utilities Bowland estate was a very slight increase on
the nine in 2007 and ten in 2006; a pair at Croasdale was successful, and breeding was considered
probable on Pendle Hill and at Hareden and Whitendale. There were no reports of breeding
activity from Rossendale or Chorley regions.
Modest autumn movements began in late September with one at Belmont on the 23rd, two
in the Trough of Bowland on 3 Oct while Rossendale recorded its only autumn migrant at Grane
on the 12th; one at Shedden Clough on 18 Oct was the last Ring Ouzel in the ELOC region. Only
two coastal migrants were reported, singles at Aldcliffe Marsh on 6 Oct and at Cockersand on 15
Nov.
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BLACKBIRD Turdus merula
Abundant breeding resident and winter visitor; common double passage migrant, more
evident in autumn
High counts in the Fylde in the first winter period included 92 at Cuddy Hill on 19 Jan, 56 at
Layton on 2 Feb and 52 at Greenhalgh on the 24th. There were 31 at Bashall Town, east Lancashire
on 3 Jan and 21 at Strongstry, Rossendale on 16 Feb, while the Lancaster & District January survey
counted 978 Blackbirds across all squares (749 in 2007, 717 in 2006). No reports of spring
movements were received.
Widespread breeding reports included 14 monitored nests in the Pilling‐Preesall area: 50
eggs were laid, 29 hatched and 25 young fledged. In the north 24 pairs bred on Warton Crag RSPB
(mean 22.5 during 1989‐2007), and there were 20 singing males on British Energy land at Heysham,
but productivity, as in 2007, appears to have been low. Thirty‐two singing males were recorded on
6km of the River Lune between Arkholme Viaduct and Wenning Foot on 9 May. In the south‐west
17 pairs nested on Freshfield Dune Heath and six on the edges of Marshside‐Crossens marshes;
there were 32 singing males in Mere Sands Wood.
A rather feeble autumn passage was concentrated in the period from mid‐October to mid‐
November. Inland, there were flocks of ten in Rossendale, at Chapel Hill on 10 Oct and Rush Beds
on 12 Nov; 30 flew west at Croston Finney, Chorley on 18 Oct, and there were 27 males at Lee
Green Reservoir, Burnley on the following day. Thirty‐two, including 18 juveniles, were caught
and ringed in a Belmont garden between August and December. On the coast 20 flew over Stake
Pool, Fylde on 30 Oct and there were 100 at Marton Mere on 14 Nov; 513 passed at Heysham
between 15 Oct and 19 Nov, most in the first week of November, with a peak of 140 on the 5th.
Counts at year end included 60 at Carleton, Fylde on 11 Dec and 80+ at Marton Mere on the 17th;
birds were in song in Burnley on 1 Dec and in Belmont Village on the 26th.

FIELDFARE Turdus pilaris
Common to abundant winter visitor and passage migrant
Flocks of over a hundred were very widespread during the first winter period. January peaks
included 200+ at Wood End Sewage Works, Burnley on 4 Jan and 255 at Nether Kellet in the lower
Lune Valley on the 27th; the Lancaster & District survey counted a total of 1099 Fieldfares, mainly
in inland squares. In February there were 300 at Inskip, Fylde on the 10th and 200+ at Great Mitton
on the 20th; 300 at Lee Green Reservoir, Burnley on 3 March and 170 at Brockholes Wetland on the
29th were that month’s highest counts. April saw a general increase in numbers, presumably as
wintering birds began their withdrawal eastward: there were 350 at Slaidburn on 8 April, 260 at
Hall Barn, Rivington on the 10th and 200 at Arkholme on the 18th. Six at Grane on 15 April were
Rossendale’s last, north Lancashire and Chorley recorded their last Fieldfares on the 21st, and a
late flock of 200 at Lee Green Reservoir next day were the last reported in east Lancashire. A single
bird at Fleetwood Marsh Nature Park on 27 April ended the first winter period.
Two flying south‐west over Darwen Moor on 28 August were the first reported in autumn;
there were 30 at Cowm Reservoir, Rossendale on 7 Sept, but from then until mid‐October only a
handful of sightings of very small numbers were reported. The lull ended spectacularly on 18 Oct
with a massive county‐wide arrival from the east, including 2152 over Stoney Rake, Rossendale in
3.5 hours, 860 at Thrushgill, 400 over Higher Hollinbank, Rossendale, 300 at Coldwell Reservoirs,
Nelson, 474 on Downholland Moss, 200 at Brockholes Wetland and 150 at King’s Moss, St. Helens.
Movements in the north continued next day, with 780 at Silverdale and 324 at Heysham. A
relatively uneventful period followed until 29 Oct, when some of the heaviest movements of the
autumn began with 1140 west over Stoney Rake and 500 over Higherford, Nelson, followed by
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another 500 at Stake Pool, Fylde next day. A total of 5820 flew north‐west at Stoney Rake on 1 Nov
and 500 moved north at Brockholes on the following day.
Substantial movements began again in mid‐November, with peak counts of 500 over
Higherford on the 12th, 2000 west over Marton Mere on the 14th, 300 over Belmont next day, and
437 south at Seaforth on the 16th when 487 also passed over Rawcliffe Moss. Intermittent
movements continued through most of December, including 250 at Cockersand on 1 Dec and 500
at nearby Thurnham on the 5th; later in the month there were 200 at Dairy Farm Road, St. Helens
on 14 Dec, 300 at Warton Bank next day and 300 on Champion Moor on the 26th.

SONG THRUSH Turdus philomelos
Common breeding resident
Two regional reports noted a continuing recovery in Song Thrush numbers; ELOC received 210
records, compared with 119 in 2007 and only 40 in 2005. Early‐year counts included 64 in the
Lancaster & District January survey, mostly in three coastal squares. In the Fylde at least ten were
at Lightfoot Green on 5 Jan and 20 at nearby Ingol on 23 Feb; also on 23 Feb ten were in Deeply
Vale, Rossendale, and there were twelve by Otterspool Promenade, south Liverpool on the 27th.
Males were in song at Stacksteads, Rossendale on 16 Jan, in Burnley on the 19th and at Eagland
Hill, Pilling next day. The very few signs of spring passage reported included three at Marshside
on 26 March with two there on 9 April, and four at Seaforth on 27 March.
Breeding reports were reasonably plentiful this year. In Rossendale twelve were in song at
Lumb Vale on 27 April; in east Lancashire there were twelve at Croasdale on 16 May and six
territorial pairs were located in the tetrad at Rishton. In north Lancashire 14 pairs nested on
Warton Crag RSPB (mean 8.5 during 1989‐2007), although the nine territories on British Energy
land at Heysham (one up on 2007’s total) seemed to have poor productivity. The population of the
Rivington area was described as ‘thriving’ in the Chorley NHS report. In the Fylde five monitored
nests at Pilling‐Preesall produced 21 eggs, of which 19 hatched and 15 young fledged. In the south‐
west four pairs bred on Freshfield Dune Heath and three at Mere Sands Wood.
A total of 113 migrants passed at Heysham between 17 Sept and 6 Nov, only half last year’s
total, with peaks of 37 on 15 Oct and 21 on 5 Nov. One flew east over Fairhaven Lake on 6 Oct and
six on the 17th; two flew high over Belmont on the 26th, there were four at Marshside on the 28th
and six at Brockholes Wetland next day. No significant counts were reported in the second winter
period.

REDWING Turdus iliacus
Abundant double passage migrant and winter visitor
Seven three‐figure flocks were reported in January from both coastal and inland locations,
including 200 at Wood End Sewage Works, Burnley on 4 Jan, 135 at Lench, Rossendale on the 13th
and 200 at Leighton Hall and 171 at Galgate, Lancaster on the 27th. The Lancaster & District survey
counted 593, the lowest total since the survey began. There were 100 at Old Coach Road, St. Helens
on 9 Feb, 200 near Padiham on the 24th and 113 at Read on the 28th. Widespread flocks were
reported through March; most of these were small, but 100+ were present near Belmont from 9 to
28 March and there were 200 at North Moss Lane, Formby on the 26th. The remaining Redwings
cleared out very quickly in April, with 60 at Arkholme on the 3rd the only significant flock; one at
North Moss Lane on the 13th was the final early‐year report.
The first autumn arrivals were two at Myerscough College, Fylde on 18 Sept; there were
eight further records of ones or twos during the month, dwarfed by a flock of 100 flying east over
Fairhaven on the 25th. Numbers built very slowly in the first half of October and 100 at
Clowbridge Reservoir on the 3rd was by far the highest count. A massive invasion mid‐month was
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heralded by 254 west over Stoney Rake watchpoint in Rossendale on 16 Oct with 565 there next
day; a flood of migrants on the 18th, in many cases moving in company with Fieldfares, included
4921 west over Stoney Rake, 4954 over Hala, Lancaster, 1200 at Thrushgill, 826 on Rawcliffe Moss,
Fylde, 797 on Downholland Moss and 500 west over Belmont. Next day 1334 passed at Heysham
and there were 1980 at Silverdale. A comparative lull followed until the end of October, when a
second major surge brought 1148 over Stoney Rake and 500 at Stake Pool, Fylde on 31 Oct; 733
passed at Stoney Rake on 1 Nov.
Substantial movements and flocks were reported, though at much less spectacular levels,
until the end of the year, including 320 north at Formby Point on 16 Nov, 217 at Mawdesley on the
22nd, 150 at Warton Bank on 7 Dec, 150 at Calf Hey Reservoir, Rossendale on the 21st and 200 at
Easington, Slaidburn on the 26th.

MISTLE THRUSH Turdus viscivorus
Common breeding resident; some autumn dispersal/passage
Eighty‐nine were counted during the Lancaster & District January survey, a similar total to last
year’s; twelve at Otterspool, south Liverpool on 27 Feb and 30+ at Eagland Hill, Pilling on 27
March were the only double‐figure gatherings reported. Birds were widely in song by the middle
of January.
The scattered reports of nesting suggest that there has been little significant change in the
Mistle Thrush’s breeding situation. Five pairs were on territory around Belmont and two nests
were found, but the Chorley report noted a possible decline over recent years in the Rivington
woodlands. Nesting was confirmed at six locations in both Rossendale and the ELOC region; in the
north single pairs bred on Warton Crag RSPB and on the Arkholme‐Leck Beck stretch of the River
Lune, and two each at Claughton and on British Energy property at Heysham. Two pairs nested at
Preesall and one on Hesketh Golf Course, Marshside.
The first post‐breeding flock reported was of ten in Sefton Park, Liverpool on 30 June.
Reports increased in July, including 15 at Whittle‐le‐Woods, Chorley on the 10th, 13 at Rawcliffe
Hall, Fylde on the 23rd and 14 at Dairy Farm Road, St. Helens on the 27th. As usual, movements
peaked in August‐September. There were 40 at Buckshaw Village, Chorley on 5 Aug, 30 at Turn,
Rossendale on the 18th, 50 on St. Paul’s Road, Preston on the 20th and 53 on Downholland Moss
on the 25th. September counts included Heysham’s autumn peak of 47 on the 17th; a total of 91
moved south there to 6 Nov. Movements were widespread between 14 and 19 Sept, with nine
double‐figure counts reported across the county. Numbers dwindled quickly in October; there
were 15+ around Belmont for much of the month, and 14 were in Stanley Park, Blackpool on the
19th. Twenty on Catchdale Moss, St. Helens on 21 Dec was the only significant gathering reported
after late October; birds were in song in east Lancashire from mid‐October and in Rossendale, the
Silverdale area and south Liverpool from mid‐November.

CETTI’S WARBLER* Cettia cetti
Vagrant.
One was heard and seen briefly at Fleetwood Marsh Nature Park on 25 and 27 March (B Dyson, I
Gardner), and a first‐winter female was trapped and ringed at Leighton Moss on 22 Sept and heard
from the Causeway on 3 Nov (J Wilson et al).
One was reported at Marton Mere on 22 Oct and 3 Nov but no further details were
received.
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GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locustella naevia
Uncommon breeding bird and passage migrant. Scarce on autumn passage. Red List
(breeding decline)
Spring arrival was a little later than usual with the first reeling males at Marshside on 19 April and
the Crosby‐Hightown Dunes, Cabin Hill NNR, MMWWT and Prescot Reservoirs the following
day. These were followed by singles on Garston Shore on 21 April, at Healey Nab on the 22nd and
Middleton Industrial Estate, Aldcliffe Marsh, Jackhouse, Belmont and three sites in the Fylde on
the 23rd. A widespread influx followed with males singing at a further 30 sites by the end of April
and a total of 50 or more by early June.
Most records were of single reeling males but larger numbers included eleven in Juncus
beds on the moors around Belmont, six on the Crosby‐Hightown Dunes, four at Middleton
Industrial Estate, three at Birkdale Hills, Lytham Moss, Clowbridge Reservoir and Anglezarke
Moor, and two at Staining Nook, Marton Mere, Conder Estuary, Garston Shore and Cottam
Brickworks.
As ever, confirmation of breeding was hard to come by but juveniles were seen on the
Crosby‐Hightown Dunes and birds were present throughout the breeding season at Cabin Hill,
Carr House Green Common, Fylde Farm, Conder Estuary, Mythop, Weeton, St. Annes Moss,
Lytham Moss, Marton Mere, MMWWT and Belmont. One was seen carrying food into rushes at
Clowbridge Reservoir on 29 Aug and nine juveniles were trapped and ringed between 2 July and
23 Aug at Middleton Industrial Estate, believed to have been the product of three broods from two
pairs.
Late reeling birds were reported from Belmont on the 21 July, Braides Farm (Fylde) on the
23rd, Lawson Rd Wetland (Blackpool) on the 28th, MMWWT on the 30th, Lightfoot Green on the
31st, Greenhalgh and Weeton on 2 Aug and Cabin Hill on the 5th.
One at Seaforth on 25 Sept, on the same day as a Yellow‐browed Warbler, was the only
definite autumn migrant.

MELODIOUS WARBLER* Hippolais polyglotta
Vagrant
A singing male was found at Jackhouse Reservoir, Oswaldtwistle on 7 June (M Memory). Initially
thought to have been a Marsh Warbler, it was re‐identified as an Icterine on 19 June and finally as
Melodious later that day (G Thomas). A number of birders managed to see the bird on 19 and 20
June but, regrettably, it was trapped and ringed in the early hours of the 21st and was not seen
subsequently.
This appears to be only the third breeding season record of a singing Melodious Warbler in
Britain; the two previous records were one‐day birds and, although, there was never a hint of a
female present, the Oswaldtwistle record perhaps qualifies as ‘possibly breeding’.
It was the fourth Lancashire record and the first ‘twitchable’ one. Previous records were at
Haskayne Cutting in August 1972 (now confirmed since publication of the ‘avifauna’), and at
Heysham in August 1988 and September 1996.

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
Common breeding bird in the west and double passage migrant.
Singles were at Marton Mere on 9 April, Warton Bank the following day and Marshside and
Leighton Moss on the 13th, but it was almost a fortnight before they were back over much of the
county and in good numbers. Early large counts of singing males included 16 at Middleton
Industrial Estate on 27 April and ten on the Crosby‐Hightown Dunes on 1 May.
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Probable or proven breeding records were received from about 80 sites, most of them
holding a handful of pairs but larger populations were reported as follows: 48 pairs at MMWWT,
20 on the Lune Waterways Bird Survey, 18 at Marshside/Crossens, 15 at Marton Mere, 14 at
Brockholes, and ten to twelve pairs at Middleton Industrial Estate. Four pairs at Round Wood
Marsh and three at Brookhouse Lodges were the highest breeding totals in east Lancashire.
The only reports of definite autumn migrants were at Seaforth on 28 and 30 July but late
birds included singles at Brockholes Wetland on 4 Sept, Heysham on the 15th, Foulridge
Reservoirs on the 16th, Fleetwood Golf Course and Myerscough Quarry on the 17th and Leighton
Moss on the 26th.

REED WARBLER Acrocephalus scirpaceus
Fairly common breeder in suitable habitat in the west, most numerous at Leighton Moss
and Marton Mere. Uncommon passage migrant elsewhere.
The first bird of spring at Marton Mere on 13 April was followed by one at Leighton Moss on the
16th. Further arrivals at the main breeding sites were Marshside on 23 April, MMWWT the next
day and Brockholes Wetland on the 25th.
The breeding population at Leighton Moss was estimated from ringing returns at around
350 pairs, similar to 2007. A total of 625 (153 adults and 472 juveniles) were trapped there,
compared with totals of between 466 and 1088 during 1997‐2007. Other breeding totals included 51
pairs at MMWWT, 21 pairs at Brockholes (18 in 2007), a minimum of 19 pairs at Marton Mere, 15+
pairs at Haweswater, twelve pairs in the Sankey Valley, St. Helens, nine pairs at Preesall Flashes,
eight pairs at Marshside/Crossens, six pairs at Tagg’s Island, Birkdale, five pairs at Mere Sands
Wood, four pairs on Garston Shore and Conder Green and three pairs on Downholland Moss.
Other probable breeding sites were Pilling Lane Ends, Carr Mill Dam, Freemans Pools at Aldcliffe,
Pine Lake, Heysham NR and Middleton Industrial Estate. Two males were at Seaforth during the
breeding season but there was no evidence of breeding, while one singing in Princes Park on 4‐15
June was a very unusual record for central Liverpool.
One at Wheatacre Wood, St Helens on 26 July was perhaps a migrant and most sites had
been deserted by early September, with the last at Heysham on 28 Sept and Leighton Moss on 8
Oct.

BLACKCAP Sylvia atricapilla
Common breeding bird and passage migrant; fairly common winter visitor at coastal
locations.
Records of wintering birds continue to proliferate and those received undoubtedly represent a
small fraction of those present. As usual, the overwhelming majority of records came from
gardens, exceptions being singles at Crosby Hall on 28 Jan to the end of March and at Otterspool
on 30 Nov and Eaves Wood, Silverdale in December. A total of 37 were reported in the first winter
period but just 14 in the second. Typically, the majority of records were in north Lancashire (23)
and North Merseyside (13) with six in the Fylde and two or three in West Lancashire, Chorley and
east Lancashire. Of those identified, 28 were males and eleven females.
One singing at Fulwood on 2 March was perhaps another wintering bird and the first
migrants were probably at Myerscough College on 26 March and Warton Crag on the 31st, with a
widespread arrival throughout the county in the first two weeks of April. Twenty at Stanley Park,
Blackpool on 28 April was by far the highest count of migrants reported.
Sites where more than five pairs seem likely to have bred included Birkdale Hills (15+),
Warton Crag (13), Bottoms Beck and Marton Mere (10), Cottam (9), Claughton, Whalley and
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British Energy properties at Heysham (8), Mere Sands Wood (7), and Haslam Park, Brockholes,
Bashall Eaves, Jackhouse and Freshfield Dune Heath (6); 15 were at Ingol on 25 May. However,
singing males were reported throughout the county during the breeding season; one area that was
particularly well covered was south Liverpool, where more than 40 males were heard on 24 sites.
Ringing returns at both Leighton Moss and Heysham suggested a poor breeding season.
Late autumn records included singles at Martholme on 28 Sept, Rishton Reservoir on 5 Oct,
Heysham on 6‐12 Oct, Burnley on the 14th, Allerton in south Liverpool on the 25th, Fairhaven
Dunes on 6 Nov, Carleton on the 8th and Burglar’s Alley on the 9th.

GARDEN WARBLER Sylvia borin
Common breeding bird and double passage migrant.
The first was at Marshside on the typical date of 21 April; other probable passage migrants were at
Aldcliffe and Stanley Park, Blackpool on 28 April, Marton Mere on the 30th, Heysham and
Blundellsands on 3 May and Birkdale Hills the next day, hinting at a continuing decline in passage
numbers.
The breeding grounds began to be reoccupied at around the same time beginning with
singles at Moor Piece, Whalley Nab, Greenfield pond and Stocks Reservoir on 26 April, Thurnham
Hall on the 27th and Abbeystead on the 29th, but there was no widespread arrival until the first
week of May.
Breeding season records were largely confined to east and north Lancashire and the
Rivington area with four pairs at Brockholes and up to three in the Carr Mill area of St. Helens the
exceptions. Fourteen pairs were found during the CBC on Warton Crag RSPB, the same as last year
but the lowest since 1989. Birds were recorded at 20 sites in east Lancashire and, although breeding
was nowhere confirmed, it was thought probable at Lowerhouse Lodges, Whitewell, Braddup
Farm, north Clitheroe, Bowland Wild Boar Park and Gisburn Forest, where seven males and a
female were recorded on 15 June. A singing male at Devonshire Rock Gardens on 8 June was the
only indication of breeding in the Fylde.
There were just eight records in east Lancashire after the end of June with the last at Lee
Green Reservoir on 19 Sept. Autumn passage was again mostly fairly thin, although Seaforth had a
good season with singles on seven days between 22 Aug and 26 Sept with two on 17 Sept. Eight
were seen and five ringed at Heysham and Middleton between 29 Aug and 25 Sept, and 18 were
ringed at Leighton Moss. The only other records were one trapped at Mere Sands Wood on 17
Aug, one at Marton Mere on 1 Sept and one at Aldcliffe on 12 Oct.

LESSER WHITETHROAT Sylvia curruca
Fairly common breeding bird and double passage migrant.
One at Preesall Flashes on 11 April was the earliest ever in the county by two days and almost a
fortnight before the average first date over the past 25 years. The trend towards earlier arrival of
Lesser Whitethroats is more marked than for any other species with the three earliest arrivals
having occurred in the past four years.
The next to appear were at Aldcliffe Marsh on 18 April, Heysham the next day, Freckleton
on the 21st and Hightown, Carleton and Cottam on the 22nd. The following week saw a fairly
widespread arrival with the first in Chorley at Eccleston on 26 April and in east Lancashire at
Alston Reservoirs on the 27th. Passage birds were recorded in early May at Heysham, Marshside,
Seaforth, Formby, Inskip, Kirkham and Brockholes.
Most confirmed breeding records came from the north of the county, including four
singing males at Heysham and ones and twos at Warton Crag RSPB, Jenny Brown’s Point, Jack
Scout, Conder Green, Aldcliffe, Cockersand, Lancaster, Quernmore, Sunderland Point, Middleton
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Industrial Estate, Heald Brow, the Eric Morecambe complex, Glasson and Conder Green. Singing
males were recorded at 20 or more Fylde sites, including three at Marton Mere and two at
Todderstaffe Hall, Freckleton Naze. Breeding was confirmed at Marton Mere and Woodplumpton.
Breeding was not confirmed in east Lancashire, although birds were present on at least six sites. In
the Preston area breeding was confirmed or probable at Cottam and Woodplumpton, in Chorley at
Eccleston and Charnock Richard, and in Merseyside at Kew in Southport, Fazakerley and Carr
Mill.
Few were seen in autumn; the only records received after mid‐August were of singles at
Mere Sands Wood on 17 Aug, Clitheroe on the 24th, Catforth on 4 Sept, Marton Mere on the 7th,
Myerscough Quarry on the 18th, and one trapped at Heysham on the 8th.

WHITETHROAT Sylvia communis
Common breeder, mostly in the west. Common double passage migrant. Amber List
(breeding decline).
The wet summer appears to have affected this open‐habitat species rather more than most.
Reasonable numbers appeared in spring but, particularly as monitored at Heysham and Freshfield
Dune Heath, birds began to disappear as summer progressed, presumably as a result of nest
failure and resulting in, at best, a moderate autumn passage.
The first at Marton Mere on 10 April was followed by singles at Prescot Reservoirs on the
16th, Seaforth and MMWWT on the 20th, Heysham on the 21st, Carr House Green Common on the
22nd, and Fairhaven, Fleetwood and Parsonage Reservoir on the 23rd.
High counts of territorial males in May and June came mostly from Merseyside and
included 22 at Marshside/Crossens, 20 on the Birkdale Hills, 17 at Oglet, 14 at Hightown Dunes
and eleven at Otterspool and Freshfield Dune Heath, the exception being 13 at Marton Mere and
eleven at Lytham Moss. Other counts of breeding pairs included seven at MMWWT and six at
Brockholes and the two Oswaldtwistle sites of Brookside Lodges and Jackhouse. Ones and twos
were reported from several sites at Pilling and three pairs bred at Fairhaven Dunes; a similar
number bred at Cottam and Haslam Park. For the first time no singing males were recorded on the
Warton Crag RSPB census (compared with 3‐9 in the period 1988‐2007). There were 15 singing
males at Heysham/Middleton on 3 May but these came down to nine during the breeding season
and, despite a significant effort, a total of just 26 were ringed between late June and 12 Sept
(compared with 14‐70 during autumn 2002‐ 2007).
Autumn migrants were at Seaforth on eight days between 29 July and 22 Sept; other
September records came from Clowbridge Reservoir on the 14th, Marshside on the 15th, MMWWT
in the third week and Heysham Head on the 25th, and eight sites in the Fylde with the latest on the
22nd at Myerscough College.

YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER Phylloscopus inornatus
Scarce autumn passage migrant.
It was another productive autumn, going some way to justify the recent decision to downgrade
this species’ Lancashire status from rare to scarce migrant.
The first in the ‘Blackpoll bushes’ at Seaforth on 25 Sept was quickly followed by singles at
Knowsley Safari Park and Stocks Reservoir on the 27th. Further singles were recorded at Aldcliffe
Marsh on 3 Oct, Prescot Reservoirs and Knowsley Safari Park on the 5th, Leighton Moss on the 8th
and Wray on the 12th. One was at Sandy Lane, Rufford on 5 Nov and a possible was seen briefly in
a Clitheroe garden on the 8th.
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WOOD WARBLER Phylloscopus sibilatrix
Uncommon breeder in east and central areas; uncommon passage migrant, mostly in
spring. Red List (breeding decline).
The only spring migrants away from breeding areas were two males at Stanley Park, Blackpool on
28 April increasing to three on the 29th and four the next day with one remaining to 3 May, and
singles at Kirkham on 10 May and Morecambe Stone Jetty on the 30th, although a male singing in
Cut Wood, Rishton also seems likely to have been just passing through.
The first of the year was one singing on 26 April in the Roddlesworth Plantations, where
three or four males, at least one paired with a female, were recorded during the breeding season.
In the same general area a pair was seen at High Bullough Reservoir on 14 May; single males were
in song at another four locations during May and June in the Anglezarke/Rivington area, and
another at Black Coppice on 4 May. Elsewhere in the Chorley area one was singing at the
traditional site of Heather Lea Woods, Brinscall on18 May.
In the north of the county four singing males were located in Roeburndale and singles at
Birk Bank and the Langden Valley, while in the east a male was in Black Hill Wood, Sabden on 18‐
15 June.
A juvenile, trapped and ringed at Leighton Moss on 24 July was the only autumn record
and was presumably a dispersing/migrant bird.

CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita
Common breeder and passage migrant. Uncommon but increasing in winter.
January and February produced twelve records of singles, five of them in the Fylde, four in
Merseyside, two in north Lancashire and one in east Lancashire. At the other end of the year there
were six December records, including up to four at Fazakerley. However, some records after mid‐
November may either have been late migrants or early winterers: singles at Seaforth, two sites in
Formby, Blackpool South Shore, Marton Mere, Lancaster University and Skerton Weir.
The first singing birds were at Lower Healey Lodges on 16 March, Leighton Moss the next
day, Aigburth in south Liverpool and Mere Sands Wood on the 19th, but there was no widespread
arrival until the last week of March and early April, including the first singles in east Lancashire at
Stocks Reservoir, Lowerhouse Lodges and Wood End Sewage Works and in the Fylde at Preesall
on the 27th. Six were singing at Marton Mere on 30 March.
Migration continued until 3 May at Brockholes, 4 May at Marshside, mid‐May in south
Liverpool, and the 24th at Seaforth. The largest spring counts of presumed migrants included six
or more at Heysham on 31 March and Freshfield Dune Heath on 4 April and four on the Eric
Morecambe complex on 31 March and Hesketh Golf Course on 22 April. Twelve were ringed at
Heysham, an average total.
Breeding was reported from throughout the county with notable site totals of nine pairs at
Heysham, six on Warton Crag RSPB (a record), Marton Mere and Fazakerley, and five at Freshfield
Dune Heath and the Halewood Triangle; eleven singing at Mere Sands Wood in early May were
presumably mostly breeding birds.
The first definite migrant was in Crosby Coastal Park on 13 July and the last at Heysham on
28 Oct and Princes Park, south Liverpool the following day. The largest count was 23 at Heysham
on 25 Sept. Good numbers were ringed in autumn at both Leighton Moss (82) and Heysham (70).
Three showing characteristics of abietinus were reported at Heysham and one at Seaforth.
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WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochilus
Abundant breeding bird and double passage migrant. Amber List (breeding decline).
Four were seen in March: at Marshside on the 25th, Clitheroe on the 27th, and Marton Mere and
Yarrow Reservoir on the 31st. There was a more general arrival in the first week of April but poor
weather delayed most until the second half of the month. Large April totals included a massive
100+ at Heysham on 27 April, 32 in the Crosby‐Hightown Dunes on the 22nd (when nearby 22
were at Marshside, eleven at Cabin Hill and ten at Formby Point), 29 at Moor Piece on the 25th, 25
at Stocks Reservoir on the 23rd, 18 at Stanley Park, Blackpool on the 28th, and 15 at Bashall town
and 16 between Lowerhouse Lodges and Pollard Moor on the 29th. The last definite migrants were
at Seaforth on 10 May and Heysham on the 23rd.
Breeding totals at monitored sites included 32 pairs on Warton Crag RSPB, 30 on the
Birkdale Hills, 26 at Moor Piece, 15 at Freshfield Dune Heath, eight at Brockholes Wetland and
seven at Cottam Brickworks. An exceptional total of 144 was counted at various sites in the
Gisburn Forest area on 17 May, and 20 at Jackhouse during that month. Ringing at Leighton Moss
and Heysham suggested that breeding success was about average there.
The first autumn migrants were recorded at Heysham on 27 July and Seaforth on the 29th.
Numbers moving through Heysham increased from low single figures daily in early August to 10‐
20 by the end of the month. The last of the year were at Jackhouse and Fleetwood on 17 Sept,
Seaforth on the 18th, Leighton Moss on the 25th, Belmont on the 27th, Heysham on the 28th and
Wycoller on 5 Oct.

GOLDCREST Regulus regulus
Common breeding bird, especially in the east. Common double passage migrant and
winter visitor in variable numbers.
Small numbers were reported during both winter periods from all parts of the county but with
eight at MMWWT on 25 Jan, 30 near Belmont on 26 Nov, nine in Whiston Wood, Knowsley on 1
Dec and eight in Taylor Park, St. Helens on 6 Jan the only significant counts. The January survey in
north Lancashire located 69 in nine 10km squares – similar to last year.
It is always difficult to distinguish migrant birds but a small movement, apparently rather
late this year, was noted from mid‐March with probable migrants at Seaforth on the 13th, Marton
Mere on the 21st and Marshside and Heysham on the 26th. Eight at Heysham was the lowest
spring ringing total since at least 2000.
The only confirmed breeding was at MMWWT, where two pairs nested, at Eccleston where
a pair was seen feeding young on 10 June, and Gisburn Forest, but birds were seen in suitable
habitat throughout the county during the breeding season, including a dozen or more sites in
south Liverpool.
Autumn ringing totals were above this century’s average at both Heysham (64 cf 53) and
Leighton Moss ( 78 cf 31). Fifty at Marshside on 21 Sept, 38 trapped in a garden in St. Annes in
September, 35 at Moor Piece on 30 July and 30 at Stocks Reservoir on 13 Sept, Clough Bottom
Reservoir on 20 Sept and Heysham on 28 Oct with 28 there on 5 Nov, and 20+ at Fluke Hall on 3
Oct were the largest counts of the year.

FIRECREST Regulus ignicapillus
Uncommon passage migrant, scarce in winter.
It was another good year for this increasing species with singles – mostly in Merseyside and north
Lancashire – at Fleagarth Wood, Silverdale on 2 March, Heysham on 31 March, Milking Stile Lane,
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Lancaster on 16 Oct, Seaforth on 18 Oct, Carr Mill Dam on 25 Oct and Fazakerley on 30 Nov. One
was found dead at Lytham on 28 March.

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata
Fairly common breeding bird and double passage migrant. Red List (breeding decline).
The slight increase in records noted last year continued in 2008. There was just one in April, at
Towneley in Burnley on the 30th, but more followed on 4‐5 May when singles arrived at Royal
Birkdale Golf Course, Birkdale LNR, Heysham NR and Heysham Head, Anglezarke and Belmont,
and twos at Seaforth and Stanley Park, Blackpool. A scattering of passage birds and those arriving
on the breeding grounds continued to be reported throughout May, mostly in the Chorley area
and east and north Lancashire but including one at Otterspool in south Liverpool on the 9th.
The regular pair returned to a garden in Salwick near Kirkham on 12 May, laying four eggs
by 9 June and fledging young on 4 July; they then appeared to prepare for a second clutch but
abandoned the attempt. A second Fylde pair was seen with recently fledged young at Myerscough
College on 21 July. Other pairs bred successfully at Bowland Wild Boar Park, Roddlesworth
Plantations (2), Withnell and at Braddup Farm, the Inn at Whitewell, Slaidburn, Wycoller and
Dutton in east Lancashire. A pair at Belmont was unsuccessful. Others were seen in suitable
habitat in up to 20 sites east Lancashire, on at least 14 sites in north Lancashire, including seven
pairs in the Tower Lodge/Marshaw area and two at Abbeystead and Roeburndale, at several sites
in the Rivington/Anglezarke area, Fluke Hall, Waddecar and the Carr Mill area of St. Helens. A
minimum of five were seen in four territories in the Bashall Eaves area on 23 May. On the negative
side, none bred at Gawthorpe National Trust Woods for the first time in nine years. One at Ramper
Pot, near Skippool Creek on 20 June was of uncertain breeding status.
In the breeding range the last was seen at Belmont on 27 Aug but there were eight
September records in east Lancashire with the last at Woodnook Nature Trail on 24 Sept.
The first migrants at Cabin Hill and Rossall on 5 Aug, Prescot Reservoirs on the 21st and
Withnell Fold on the 30th, were followed by ones and twos at Seaforth on 6 Sept, Heysham on the
7th, Prescot Reservoirs on the 12‐19th, Formby Point on the 12th to 13th, Greenbank Park in south
Liverpool on the 13th, Fairhaven on the 16‐17th, Carr Lane, St. Helens and Roby Mill on the 20th
and Marton Mere on the 21st, with three at Ravenmeols on the 13th. One at Staining Nook on 26
Sept was the last of the year.

PIED FLYCATCHER Ficedula hypoleuca
Uncommon breeding bird and passage migrant. Amber List (breeding decline).
A sprinkling of coastal migrants followed the first at Bispham Marsh on 17 April: singles at
Formby Point on the 22nd, Heysham and Stanley Park, Blackpool on the 28th. The first records on
the breeding grounds were at Hindburndale on 22 April, Anglezarke on the 23rd, Rivington the
next day, Moor Piece and Abbeystead on the 25th,Whalley Nab and Croasdale House on the 26th
and Belmont on 1 May. A brown male was at Moor Piece on 23 May.
Lancashire’s breeding Pied Flycatchers are almost entirely dependent upon nest‐boxes The
largest population is in north Lancashire, where 68 boxes were occupied (42 in Roeburndale, eight
in Hindburndale, four in Littledale and 14 in woods along the Lune); at least 41 were successful.
Seventeen pairs were recorded on the United Utilities Bowland estate (nine fewer than 2007’s
record count), eight at Moor Piece, six at Bowland Wild Boar Park, four in the Brock Valley, and
one or two in the Roddlesworth Plantations (the first confirmed breeding there since 1998) and at
Belmont, and one at Anglezarke.
The last were seen in east Lancashire at Moor Piece and Dutton on 16 July, and just two
autumn migrants were recorded – at Fluke Hall on 28 Sept and Lancaster on 5 Oct.
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BEARDED TIT Panurus biarmicus
Resident at Leighton Moss. Rare elsewhere. Amber List (breeding range decline).
As in most years, records were only received from Leighton Moss, where the species is regularly
encountered but can be rather elusive at times The ringing study identified 20 adult males and
eight adult females.
It was estimated that 18 pairs bred, a reduction of seven on 2007. Productivity was much
better, however, with 52 young ringed compared to just 13 in 2007. No irruptive behaviour was
noted.

LONG-TAILED TIT Aegithalos caudatus
Common breeding resident. Some irruptive movement in autumn.
It was another good year for Long‐tailed Tits with the fine early spring weather aiding what seems
to have been an excellent breeding season. In the January survey around the Lancaster area 252
birds were counted, another increase on previous years. Several double‐figure counts, but rarely
more than 15, were reported from all corners of the county. During January, 23 were in St.
Benedict’s Wood, Rainhill and 30 in Taylor’s Park, St. Helens.
In south Liverpool there were six pairs both along Otterspool promenade and in the Old
Garden Festival Site and others at many more sites. In the Lancaster area, breeding records
included three pairs at Warton Crag RSPB, four pairs between Leck Beck and Arkholme, five pairs
at Claughton and two pairs at Heysham. The first report of nest building in the east of the county
was on 18 March; breeding was confirmed at Lomeshaye Marsh, Jackhouse Reservoir, Whalley,
Clitheroe and West Bradford. Three pairs bred at Freshfield Dune Heath, four pairs at Mere Sands
Wood, while in the Pilling‐Preesall area the two nests that were monitored produced five young
from 15 eggs. Post breeding flocks included 26 at Whalley on 20 June and 35 at Moor Piece on 30
July.
Some significant irruptive autumn movements were recorded from mid‐October. At
Heysham, a total of 70 were ringed during the autumn with peak counts of 120 on 28 Oct, c.100 on
5 Nov and 70 on the 6th. At Fairhaven Lake the peak count was of 51 on 31 Oct, 23 birds were
trapped between 26‐28 Oct in a St. Annes garden and 56 were counted on a Lytham atlas tetrad on
1 Nov. A total of 149 were ringed in a Knott End garden between 11 Oct and 31 Dec, including 28
together on 28 Oct. Thirty‐eight were at the Botanic Gardens, Southport and 16 was the peak count
at Seaforth, both on 4 Nov. At MMWWT, the highest count was of 30 on 17 Oct and there were also
counts of 30 at Lower Ogden Reservoir on the 11th and at Rowley Lake, Burnley on the 31st.
During the second winter period up to 40 were present at Mere Sands Wood. Other large
second‐winter period flocks included 28 at Rufford Park on 22 Nov, 30 at Cliviger Fish Ponds on
the 28th and 50 at Belmont on the 30th.

BLUE TIT Cyanistes caeruleus
Abundant breeding bird. Marked autumn passage.
The wet weather of late spring heralded a repeat performance of 2007 in terms of breeding success;
the BTO atlas work should provide a more comprehensive indictor of what went on but on a local
level, the figures remained depressed. In the Pilling‐Preesall area the 89 pairs monitored laid 639
eggs of which 363 hatched and 279 young fledged – an average of 3.4 young fledged, the same as
2007. Nine pairs nested at Warton Crag RSPB, 69 nest boxes were occupied at Mere Sands Wood
and 30 at Moor Piece. Still, there were plenty of other breeding records, mainly from nest‐box
schemes but we certainly need some better spring weather if the numbers are to recuperate. Four
pairs bred at Freshfield Dune Heath, five at Brockholes Wetland, 16 in United Utilities woodlands
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in Bowland and four at Bowland Wild Boar Park. One series of records exemplifies the species’
plight – a box of eight newly‐hatched chicks on 21 May at Roby Mill were well on the way on 2
June but all were dead on the 8th.
Ringing records back up this poor breeding performance with just 244 trapped at Leighton
Moss, 113 at Heysham and 62 at Belmont, the vast majority being adults.
Autumn passage was light with the only noticeable peak being 40 at Marshside on 21 Sept.
There were very few large counts in the second winter period though 31 around Sefton Park,
Liverpool was similar to the first winter period there. Twenty‐eight were counted around Twiston
Beck on 25 Nov.

GREAT TIT Parus major
Abundant breeding bird, less common on autumn passage than Blue Tit.
As with Blue Tit, the breeding season was poor and especially in comparison to last year when
breeding success was reasonable. All areas reported reduced numbers and fledging success. In the
Pilling‐Preesall area, the 43 pairs monitored laid 293 eggs of which 197 hatched and 141 young
fledged, an average of 3.3 young per pair with one pair double‐brooded. Fourteen boxes were
occupied at Mere Sands Wood, four pairs bred at Freshfield Dune Heath and at Brockholes
Wetland. Twenty‐four pairs were in Bowland United Utilities nest boxes whilst there were 32
occupied nest boxes at Moor Piece, eight at Bowland Wild Boar Park and at least four family
parties were active around Rishton on 8 June with a similar number in the Jackhouse Reservoir
area..
Nest box studies in the Lancaster area indicated a decline in the number of pairs from 69 to
62 though the number of pairs at Warton Crag RSPB was slightly above average. Numbers trapped
at Heysham were quite good at 87 in total but numbers at Leighton Moss were poor at just 30. The
total of 27 trapped at Belmont included 14 juveniles. There was hardly any noticeable passage
except for Marshside where around 60 birds were in a mixed flock with Blue Tits on 21 Sept.
A bird was in full song at Sandygate, Burnley, on 30 Dec.

COAL TIT Periparus ater
Common breeding bird. Some irruptive movements in autumn.
There were double‐figure counts of Coal Tits at Moor Piece in every season with the peak counts
being 45 on 30 July, 25 on 9 Dec and 35 on the 20th. Significant numbers were present all year
round in Gisburn Forest including 40 at Hesbert Hall on 28 Feb. The Lancaster area January survey
came up with a count of 248, only a little down on 2007.
Singing males were recorded at three sites in the St. Helens area during the second week of
February and several successful breeding records were received. At MMWWT, the site’s first
breeding record resulted in five fledged young. Four pairs nested at Mere Sands Wood and eight
young were ringed from one clutch at Bowland Wildlife Park in May. Two nest boxes were
occupied at Moor Piece and recently fledged young were seen at Clitheroe, Langden Castle,
Jackhouse and Rishton (two families). There were also family parties at Speke and Roby Mill.
Twenty‐one (of which 15 were juveniles) were trapped and ringed in a Belmont garden from
August until December.
There were lots of records from garden feeding stations and in good numbers suggesting a
productive breeding season. The autumnal movements over coastal sites was also significant with
good numbers moving through in the last week of September and the first two weeks of October;
20 and 22 on 26 – 27 Sept at Heysham followed by a peak of 48 on 11 Oct that included one high‐
flying flock of 27 birds. A similar peak was recorded at Fairhaven where there were 25 on 9 Oct.
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Smaller numbers of migrant birds were recorded at Marshside, Cabin Hill and Seaforth in late
September.
In late October, there was a good count of 11 birds coming to a garden in Colne and rifling
through the sunflower kernels in order to store them away for winter.

WILLOW TIT Poecile montana
Scarce breeder in the birch copses of the south‐west. Very rare elsewhere. Red List
(breeding decline).
Records of this species were again few and far between with the majority coming from the St.
Helens area. Up to two were seen in both winter periods at Eccleston Mere, one in the Sankey
Valley in June and two at garden feeders on the Old Coach Road in December. The species was
also recorded at Whiston Wood, Prescot.
Slightly further north a pair was seen at Lower Healey on 27 Jan and a pair were at
Sixpenny Lane, Woodvale on 25 April. Otherwise, the only other records received were of single
birds outside the breeding season at Mere Sands Wood, Ormskirk Hospital, Scutcher’s Wood
(Burscough), Mawdesley, Croston Moss and Yarrow Valley Park. This indicates that this species is
still thinly spread in its favoured mossland habitats and potentially easily overlooked.
There were no extralimital records.

MARSH TIT Poecile palustris
Fairly common breeder in the north of the county. Virtually absent south of the Ribble
and in the Fylde. Red List (breeding decline).
The Warton Crag RSPB census recorded five pairs compared with a mean of 3.6 pairs between
1989 and 2007. The species is only regularly encountered in Lancashire in the Silverdale/Leighton
Moss area and hence most reported records are from here.
Elsewhere, breeding season records were received from Crook o’ Lune, Over Kellet and
Roeburndale, where there is a well‐established population and winter records came from Botton
Mill in Hindburndale, Docker in the Keer valley and Freehold, Lancaster.
There were just 13 records from east Lancashire from six locations around the Hodder
Valley from Sandal Holme to Bottoms Beck.
Away from these traditional sites there were a couple of reports from within the boundary
of what would be considered to be traditional Willow Tit areas; two birds were reported from
Lead Mines Clough on 18 Nov and one at a garden feeder at Roby Mill on the 30th.

NUTHATCH Sitta europaea
Fairly common and increasing breeding resident.
This species continues to do well in most areas of the county and now breeds in some of the
highest woodlands in the north. Many farmland copses along the Lune have been colonised and
numbers remain good. Four pairs bred in the Arkholme area.
In east Lancashire there were further ‘firsts’ in some areas around Burnley. A pair was
nesting in Corporation Park, Blackburn on 26 March. At Moor Piece there were three occupied nest
boxes and breeding pairs were recorded in riverine woodland along the Ribble, Hodder and
Calder as well as at Osbaldeston and Great Harwood. A minimum of seven pairs bred in the
Roddlesworth plantations with two of the pairs fledging 13 young. Birds were singing from five
sites in the lower Irwell Valley in Rossendale.
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The success of the species in Rivington and Anglezarke continued with an estimated 30
territories in both nest boxes and natural sites. Adults were observed feeding young at the nest in
May and early June.
Birds were reported from twelve locations in the St. Helens area and at 18 sites throughout
Liverpool – mainly in parkland, with at least six territories in Sefton Park. Two pairs nested in
boxes at Mere Sands Wood and birds were present in the Botanic Gardens, Churchtown and at
Moor Park and Haslam Park in Preston on several dates in the year.
Up to two were seen regularly at Ravenmeols LNR, Formby Point but on the Fylde, records
were thin on the ground; two at Hackensall Wood, Preesall on 8 Dec and one east at Fairhaven
Lake on 21 Sept was a first for the area.

TREECREEPER Certhia familiaris
Common breeding resident.
This unobtrusive species is regularly overlooked but there were a couple of regional reports that
suggest numbers were down on previous years. The species is widely distributed throughout
suburban Liverpool, being reported from at least 15 sites with Sefton Park having four territories.
A pair was at Formby Point and two pairs were thought to have bred at Mere Sands Wood. The
species was recorded from 37 sites on the Fylde.
In the Rivington/Anglezarke area there were eight territories and sightings of ones and
twos were made from all parts of the county. Breeding was confirmed at Arkholme, Langden
Valley, Bashall Eaves, Bottom’s Beck, Slaidburn, Lumb Vale and Clough Bottom Reservoir.

GOLDEN ORIOLE* Oriolus oriolus
Vagrant
A male was singing and seen briefly in the high poplars at MMWWT on the morning of 16 May (A
Bunting, AS Disley). This was the 24th Lancashire record and evaded many who came to twitch it.

Tony Disley
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RED-BACKED SHRIKE* Lanius collurio
Vagrant
An adult male was found at North Moss Lane between Formby Moss and Plex Moss on 18 May (I
Hadwin) and a juvenile was at Rossall School on 17‐18 Sept (I Gardner).
These are only the 15th and 16th Lancashire records of this very rare species in the modern
era, but after a gap of ten years we’ve had three birds in the last two. The dates are quite typical of
Lancashire records, the majority of which are evenly split between adults in May and juveniles in
September.

GREAT GREY SHRIKE Lanius excubitor
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant.
Two birds that were present in east Lancashire at the end of 2007 were also seen in 2008. The one
on Waddington Fell was only seen on 1 Jan but the bird that frequented the Calder Valley between
Ightenhill Bridge and Grove Lane, Padiham was seen by a constant stream of appreciative birders
up until 7 April.
Amazingly, the run of records didn’t stop there, with a first winter bird at Hollinshead Hall
at the south end of Roddlesworth Woods on 18‐20 Feb.
In the second winter period, an adult was near Belmont from 8‐11 Oct.

JAY Garrulus glandarius
Common resident. Occasional irruptions, some winter dispersal.
Jays were generally unobtrusive this year with correspondents from all quarters reporting the
species as widespread and resident. Birds are becoming bolder and more tolerant of human
activity as they become used to feeding in more urban habitats as noted in Liverpool’s Sefton Park
and Burnley.
2007 was a good year for acorns and subsequently there was little need for foraging parties
to congregate. The species was recorded at 64 sites across the Fylde. It is widespread across south
Liverpool but still relatively scarce in Sefton. Up to ten were present at Mere Sands Wood and it
was thought that three pairs bred. There were several records of gatherings of 8‐10 birds: at
Belmont on 6 Aug and 8 Nov, Ingol Golf Course on 15 March, Greyfriars on 17 Nov and Billington
on 22 Oct. In spring, pairs were seen in at least ten sites in Rossendale and up to four were at
garden feeders in Strongstry and Whitworth during the autumn.
What little passage there was, was concentrated in September. At Heysham there were five
on the 14th and one on the 23rd, a single bird passed north at Fairhaven on 21 Sept and three were
at Marshside on the 7th. There were a few more records in November when the birds became more
obvious with a notable count of 14 at Rufford Park on the 22nd.

MAGPIE Pica pica
Abundant resident
There are two roost sites in the Rimrose Valley and in the early part of the year there were 112 at
the southern end and 151 at the northern. At Speke, a roost contained at least 44 birds on 21 Jan.
The January survey of the Lancaster area produced a count of 381, an increase on the
previous two years. On the Fylde, counts of 40‐60 birds came from Poulton, Layton, Great Marton,
Carleton, Bispham Marsh and Stanley Park, Blackpool in the early part of the year. A leucistic bird
was at Speke Retail Park on 8 May.
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Seven pairs nested at Freshfield Dune Heath and an estimated eleven pairs bred at
Heysham, both up on 2007. Six pairs bred at Marshside with a further two or three at Hesketh Golf
Course. Three pairs bred at Warton Crag and four at Arkholme. On 23 July, 123 were counted at
Rawcliffe Hall.
There was little evidence of migratory movement although 30 on 28 Oct at Seaforth was a
record count for the site. At least 65 were foraging around Woolton WwTW in south Liverpool on
22 Nov.
Gamekeepers at Belmont reported shooting or trapping 62 during the year. The large roost
on the county border at Egerton held 200 on 12 Dec. Other larger roosts in December included at
least 50 at Cottam Brickworks on the 24th, 50 at Eccleston Mere on the 24th, 64 at Sefton Park,
Liverpool on the 10th and 35 at Preesall on the 6th, but overall numbers reported in the second
winter period were lower.

CHOUGH* Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax
Vagrant.
Following Lancashire’s seventh record at Heysham in 2007, another was found roosting at Warton
Main Quarry on 19 Feb. This bird remained in the area, though covering a wide area and difficult
to locate, up to 28 Aug. It wandered widely from Arnside in Cumbria and Silverdale to Bolton‐le‐
Sands. What was probably the same bird was seen at the north harbour wall at Heysham on 26
April.

JACKDAW Corvus monedula
Common breeding resident, some autumn movement.
The increased numbers of 2007 were still in evidence during the early part of the year. The January
survey of Lancaster district showed a further increase to 3205 making this species one of the most
abundant in the area. On the Fylde there were approximately 900 at Bradshaw Lane Head on 28
Jan, 500 at Lytham Moss on 20 Jan and 600 on Rawcliffe Moss on 6 Feb.
The Rimrose Valley roost held 363 birds on 6 Jan and 350 roosted at Upper Rivington
Reservoir on 20 Jan; 600 were feeding in fields at Bretherton on 4th March and 400 were on Old
Coach Road, St. Helens on 27 Jan. There was a flock of 140 birds at Tarbock in February. In the east
of the county there were counts of over fifty birds from 14 sites in January and February. The flock
at Withnell Landfill Site on 9 Jan included at least four well‐marked ‘Nordic’ Jackdaws and 16
other possibles. At Heysham, a flock of 27 heading north on 31 March was unprecedented in
spring.
In the Pilling‐Preesall area 23 nests were monitored in which 87 eggs were laid from which
48 hatched and 28 young fledged. An estimated 44 pairs bred in two quarries at Withnell. Birds
were plucking hair from deer, presumably for nesting material, at Bolton‐by‐Bowland on 6 May.
Post‐breeding gatherings included 100 at West Bradford on 23 July and 400 at Starling
Bridge Wood, Hurst Green on 18 Aug. Over 160 were at Woolton WwTW, south Liverpool on 3
Sept.
Little autumn passage was noted at Heysham with just 93 passing south in September and
October but at Seaforth there were peaks of 40 on 13 Oct (including a record count of grounded
birds), 70 on the 18th and 105 on the 30th. At least 270 were present around Croxteth Park on 22
Oct and 70 in Knowsley Park on the 28th. Five hundred flew over St. Annes on 31 Oct.
Two hundred and fifty were seen going to roost at Cuerden Valley Park on 9 October and
the roost at Rimrose Valley Marsh contained 240 on 27 Nov. Large roosts were reported from
Storrs Hall, Arkholme, Nether Kellet and Bolton‐le‐Sands. At Churchtown, a pre‐roost flight of
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approximately 300 heading north‐east on 16 Nov were probably roosting at Meols Hall. On
Burscough Moss there was a good count of 850 on 22 Nov.
On the Fylde there were again some large flocks with the biggest by far being 1500 on
Lytham Moss on 24 Dec. In the east of the county, the largest second winter period counts came
from Champion Moor and Clitheroe, the numbers at the latter reaching 200. Up to 250 were at
Ewood Bridge Sewage Works during December.

ROOK Corvus frugilegus
Abundant resident.
During January, large congregations included 300 on Old Coach Road, St. Helens, 700 on Lytham
Moss and 150 roosting at Upper Rivington Reservoir on the 20th. Around 700 were feeding in
fields at Bretherton on 4 March. Some unexpected spring migrants included 19 over Cabin Hill on
22 April and four over Hesketh Golf Course on the 17th.
Generally, numbers of occupied nests at traditional rookeries were a little down this year.
At Back Brow, Roby Mill there were at least 67 nests but that was less than half the numbers at the
turn of the century. A new rookery, established in Rosemary Wood, Downholland Moss, had at
least 24 occupied nests in 2007 and 37 this year. Birds regularly flying over and feeding near
Aintree Hospital, Fazakerley suggested nesting nearby.
On the Fylde, rookery counts included 40 nests at Parrox Hall, Preesall and 18 at Knott End
Library. In the Chorley area rookery nest counts were 44 at Euxton, 27 at Whittle Springs, 21 and
Heath Charnock and Adlington, 43 at Wheelton, nine at Lower Wheelton and Red Cat, Wheelton,
91 at Croston and 22 at Brindle and Buckshaw Village. There were 61 nests in three rookeries in the
Turton/Edgworth area.
In east Lancashire, birds were repairing last year’s nests at Towneley Park on 14 Feb and
were nest‐building at Whalley on 24 Feb. There were 57 nests at Kemple End, 31 at Pendleton Hall
Farm, six at Brungerley Bridge, Clitheroe, 10‐15 at Simonstone Hall and 60 at Towneley Hall.
Breeding was also confirmed at Whalley Nab, Whalley, Worston, Hook Cliffe and Slaidburn.
Eighty‐five nests were counted in six Rossendale rookeries, the largest being 44 at
Crawshawbooth.
In the Lancaster area, the annual sample count of rookeries in the coastal area that includes
a part of Cumbria revealed 395 nests in 20 rookeries, 50 less than 2007.
Some autumnal movement was recorded at coastal sites including eight south over
Seaforth on 6 Oct and 15 on the 31st. At least 92 birds were foraging in Croxteth Park with a
further 160 nearby on 13 Oct.
Notable second winter period counts included 450 at Cogie Hill, Winmarleigh Moss on 12
Nov, 1000 at Lytham Moss on 24 Dec, 220 at Burscough Moss on 22 Nov and 200 at Upper
Rivington on 7 Nov. A flock of 82 flying high and fast north‐east over Toxteth on 24 Dec brought
back memories of the once regular Mersey crossings.

CARRION CROW Corvus corone
Abundant breeding bird. Some southward movement in October.
During the first winter period there were records of up to 50 from many sites around the county. A
count of over 300 on 25 Jan at Wycoller was notable for the east of the county whilst over 200 were
at Stacksteads on 27 Jan and around 100 roosted at Calf Hey on 3 Feb. Over 350 were at the Delph
Plantation roost throughout January and February before dropping to 200 in March, and 400 were
in the Roddlesworth Plantation roost on 11 Jan. Other notable counts were 68 in the Brookside area
of Oswaldtwistle on 3 April, 70 at Moor Piece on 29 April and 105 in Sefton Park, Liverpool on 8
March.
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There were some large counts along the M55 corridor in the early parts of the year that
could have related to the same flock moving around the area. This peaked at 172 in the Treales
area on 23 Jan.
The species continues to breed widely throughout the county but numbers are kept in
check by landowners; gamekeepers at Belmont reported shooting or trapping 199 Carrion Crows
during 2008.
In the passage periods, a northward movement of nine over Heysham on 31 March was
unexpected. Otherwise there was little of note.
In the second winter period, there were 150 at roosts at Upper Rivington and
Roddlesworth, however, numbers at the Delph Plantation roost grew from 100 in October to over
400 by 21 Nov and then to 700 during the bad weather of early December. There was a flock of 300
at Mythop flood on 28 Oct and one of 140 at Gettern Farm, Plex Moss on 28 Nov.
There were several reports of leucistic/albino birds from east Lancashire. A pure white bird
was seen on several occasions throughout the year in the Altham/Hapton area and at Pendleton in
March. A ‘dirty‐white’ bird was at Mill Hill, Blackburn on 11 Nov and a leucistic bird at
Samlesbury on 3 Dec.
And finally, a couple of anecdotes. A bird was seen on Silverdale shore trying to break
open a golf ball by bashing it against the rocks and trying to crack it with its beak, and at Irwell
Vale a bird was seen hanging upside down from a telegraph wire then flying to a tree and doing
the same from a branch!

HOODED CROW Corvus cornix
Scarce winter visitor or early spring passage migrant; has bred with Carrion Crow.
The bird that appeared at Knott End at the end of 2007 remained in the area until 16 Feb. Singles
were at Cabin Hill and Lytham on 27 April, St. Annes on 5 May and Formby on the 25th, and two
were in the Standen Lane area of Clitheroe on 6 April.
In the autumn there were singles at Birk Bank on 29 Oct and Quernmore from 3‐7 Dec that
probably relate to the same individual, and a high‐flying individual heading south‐east over
Heysham Moss on 12 Nov.

RAVEN Corvus corax
Scarce breeding bird.
This species’ rise continues unabated with a multitude of records of one or two from all corners of
the county. On the Fylde, one or two were reported from 37 sites with four at Skippool Creek on 16
Nov being the only higher figure. In the January survey of the Lancaster district 27 were recorded,
the same as the previous year. These days birds are present all year round on the mosses of the
south‐west with a peak of five at Downholland Moss on 24 Oct. Birds are also regular around
Hesketh Out Marsh, Penwortham and MMWWT.
The largest numbers are, unsurprisingly, found in upland areas although seven over
Middleton on 6 Dec was worthy of note. Sixes and sevens have been recorded in the
Silverdale/Leighton Moss area. By far the largest count was of a flock of 26 at White Greet and
Champion Moor on 19 Jan, possibly displaced by the hard weather conditions. There was a
minimum of twelve at Champion Moor on 17 March and 13 were flying over Burnley on 16 Nov.
One pair bred in Rossendale and up to six birds were seen at two locations in spring.
Single pairs bred on pylons at Heysham and Penwortham, four in the Silverdale area, two
in the Lune valley and two in the West Pennine Moors. No details were received from Bowland
but family parties were seen from late May onwards. A bird was displaying in Liverpool on 22
Feb.

Lancashire Bird Report 2008

119

STARLING Sturnus vulgaris
Abundant breeding bird, double passage migrant and winter visitor. Red List (non‐
breeding decline).
The Lancaster January survey confirmed the Starling as the most numerous bird in the area with
8473 counted away from roost sites. On the Fylde, there were 5000 at Singleton on 11 Jan, 4500 at
the Marton Mere roost on the 9th and 2000 at Bispham and Carleton on the 6th. A total of 4020 few
south‐west over the Rimrose Valley at dusk to dock roosts on 17 Jan. A flock of 2200 was recorded
at Bretherton on 4 March. Further inland, numbers weren’t generally so high although 3000
roosted at the Trafalgar Hotel at Samlesbury on 1 Jan and 2000 were at Bashall Hall on the 8th.
Breeding is still widespread although a shadow of the former numbers. Across south
Liverpool the species still finds plenty of breeding sites in the roof spacing and boxing above the
eaves of older housing stock. In the Pilling‐Preesall area, 27 pairs monitored laid 128 eggs of which
90 hatched and 75 young fledged.
There were large but uncounted post‐breeding flocks at Marshside. Up to 3000 were
present at Leighton Moss through the summer, 1845 were counted on Pilling Lane in July and 3000
at Seaforth on 29 Aug.
There wasn’t much passage activity in September and early October but later in the month
and into November, some significant numbers arrived. At ‘vis mig’ sites in Rossendale, 1520 flew
west on 31 Oct, 732 north‐west on 1 Nov and 682 west on 4 Nov. Numbers peaked at Heysham
with 2404 on 5 Nov, the same day as 4000 were at Newton‐in‐Bowland. However, the roost sites
started to attract very large numbers indeed. At Marton Mere there were 3840 on 12 Oct but by 2
Nov this had risen to an estimated 89000 dropping to 71650 on the 4th and 35000 by the 10th. At
Leighton Moss 50000 were estimated coming to roost on 3 Nov and this increased to at least 65000
by the 16th and through to the end of the year. The Stocks Reservoir roost numbered 50000 in mid
to late October reducing to 15000 by 22 Dec and 500 at the year end. Around 10000 roosted in the
Liverpool docks during the second winter period. The next largest count from the south of the
region was of 2000 at Bickerstaffe on 25 Nov and no large counts were noted in the St. Helens area.
At Eagland Hill, there were at least 20000 birds going to roost on 5 Nov whilst 3500 roosted
at Blackpool’s North Pier and 5000 were regular in Preston city centre. Large numbers were seen at
Rawcliffe Moss and several other sites around the Fylde. There were several flocks in three figures
in the Chorley area and ‘several thousand’ were on Croston Moss on 23 Nov.

ROSE-COLOURED STARLING* Pastor roseus
Vagrant.
2008 was a bumper year for this species across the country and, for once, Lancashire didn’t miss
out. The first to put in an appearance, or so it was thought, was an adult at Inskip on 11‐12 June (J
Allen). This allowed a lot of Lancashire birders the opportunity to catch up with a species that is
prone to put in brief one‐day appearances. Of course, it didn’t stay long so the news of a second
adult at Lytham on the 23rd was a great bonus. In fact this bird had bucked the trend and had been
present on feeders in a back garden since 10 June and there it remained until the 29th (M D
Campbell). These were the seventh and eighth records for Lancashire.

HOUSE SPARROW Passer domesticus
Abundant but decreasing resident.
It seems like there may be a bit of a recovery in this species’ fortunes with many noting static or
increasing breeding populations. Of course, this may be because people are looking more closely
now but there are some reasons for optimism.
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Surveying House Sparrows is something of a delicate task, especially if you are
meandering through in urban areas with a pair of binoculars, so it is good to have some detailed
data from areas like this! A regular census of Millhead, Carnforth showed 38 pairs compared to 26
the previous year and the numbers in the January winter survey in the Lancaster area virtually
doubled to 1040. More rural observations were equally encouraging with eight pairs at Arkholme
and 23 pairs monitored in the Pilling‐Preesall area. At the latter site there were 61 clutches with a
total of 270 eggs from which 181 hatched and 160 young fledged.
Birds were seen more regularly at Heysham and at Mere Sands Wood. At Marshside, birds
from the nearby estate regularly fed in the cattle pens with peaks of 72 on 6 April and 30 on 1 June.
On the Fylde there were three‐figure counts at Pilling Lane and Sowerby through the year peaking
with 199 at the former on 2 July. Elsewhere on the Fylde, 15 other places had counts in the 50‐110
region.
Numbers further inland were not as high with the highest counts being around 30
(Jackhouse area, Mellor, Lee Green, Barrowford, Reedsholme, etc) apart from more than 40 in a
Belmont garden on 25 Oct and 45 in Plunge, Rossendale on 12 Feb.

TREE SPARROW Passer montanus
Fairly common but declining breeding bird. Flocks in winter also decreasing.
Monthly maxima from sites on the Fylde
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
Rawcliffe Moss 200
160
57
/
Myerscough
1
6
/
/
Cockersand
/
6
6
25
Bradshaw Ln Hd 52
74
25
13
Ridge Farm
32
18
18
/
Pilling
/
/
/
/
Eagland Hill
33
27
12
5
Out Rawcliffe
/
/
/
/
Fluke Hall
40
35
20
/
Todderstaffe Hall 20
17
19
19

May
/
1
12
/
4
/
2
48
/
22

Jun
/
/
6
/
/
/
/
/
/
24

Jul
/
/
50
/
27
60
/
47
1
16

Aug
/
/
90
/
/
35
/
/
40
4

Sep
20
/
45
11
/
30
/
/
40
30

Oct
145
195
8
60
67
31
20
/
/
32

Nov
250
/
9
61
45
/
30
/
10
1

Dec
257
150
16
84
47
/
49
8
/
30

Records were received from 65 sites in the Fylde as the intensive effort to study and help this
species continues. In the Pilling‐Preesall area around 167 pairs had 356 clutches in which 1834 eggs
were laid and 1300 hatched. A fantastic 1166 young fledged. At Todderstaffe Hall, 12 pairs had 22
broods laying 99 eggs and fledging 62 by the end of June (of which at least 31 were ringed).
Another four chicks were ringed on the nest on 2 Aug. The table above shows the maximum
numbers at the regular sites on the Fylde and the very high numbers at Moss House Farm on
Rawcliffe Moss during the winter months.
In the south‐west there were flocks of up to 30 around Rainford and 20 near Ormskirk in
the early part of the year but no breeding data were received. There were 80 on Old Coach Road in
November and birds were visiting garden feeders around Roby Mill. At MMWWT 150 birds were
present on 13 Feb and a probable 54 pairs nested; 90 birds were at Back Moss Lane on 8 Jan.
Nearby at Mere Sands Wood, four pairs nested and at Brockholes Wetland there were three pairs.
Birds were also seen in suitable nesting habitat around Tarbock, Anglezarke, Croston and Longton
whilst out on Hesketh Out Marsh flocks of 20 and 30 were seen during midsummer.
In the Lancaster area, birds were breeding at nine sites and there were several reports of
birds visiting garden feeders away from these sites.
Records were received from eleven sites in east Lancashire, mainly in the Great Harwood
area. A minimum of 22 were at the Harwood Bar caravan site feeding stations on 29 Jan where
later four pairs nested. A further one or two pairs nested at Red House Farm, Clayton‐le‐Moors.
Birds were also seen regularly at Whalley and Jumbles (near Hurst Green) attracted by the
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presence of garden feeders. There were again a couple of interesting records of odd singles at
higher altitudes at Marl Hill on 29 Sept and Champion Moor on 19 Jan. One was in a Belmont
garden on 8 Oct and up to ten were feeding on fat balls near Anglezarke on 24 Dec.

CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs
Abundant breeding bird, passage migrant and winter visitor.
The number of Chaffinches in the first winter period was unremarkable with very few notable
concentrations anywhere in the county. There were several flocks of 30‐50 (Warton Bank, Pilling,
Downholland Moss, Holden, Whalley and Stocks Reservoir) but the only outstanding records were
of 400 on Dairy Farm Road, St. Helens on 3 Feb and over 200 at a roost in rhododendrons at
Belmont on the 17th. However, the latter peak was but a pale imitation of previous years. Overall,
however, the species was well distributed as exemplified by the January survey of the Lancaster
area that reported similar numbers to 2007. There was little mention of spring passage from
anywhere.
The number of breeding pairs or singing males was generally good and up on previous
years. The eleven pairs at Brockholes constituted an increase by five, five pairs bred on Freshfield
Dune Heath, 17 pairs at Mere Sands Wood, 26 pairs at Warton Crag RSPB and 17 pairs on British
Energy properties at Heysham. Along the Lune between Leck Beck and Arkholme numbers were
down to 22 singing males but there were another 47 singing males from Arkholme to Wenning
Foot. The most notable post‐breeding flock was one of over 65 feeding in a newly‐mown field at
Bashall Eaves on 31 July.
Autumn passage was a very quiet affair. Heysham recorded the usual southerly movement
of British birds in September with peaks of 41 on the 18th and 44 on the 27th. In October there was
a more south‐westerly movement of probably continental birds with peaks of 152 on the 7th, 52 on
the 17th, 44 on the 28th and 26 on 5 Nov. Observers at Fairhaven also noted poor numbers
(totalling 1064) with peaks of 390 on 6 Oct and 507 on the 9th. At Seaforth, the peak count was 477
on 6 Oct whilst at the Caton Moor watch‐point, 465 were counted with the peak being 73 on 12
Oct.
Birds started congregating at the Belmont roosts in late October but numbers only reached
50. However, ringing activities nearby resulted in 114 birds ringed between August and December
of which more than half were juveniles.
There were few large flocks recorded in the second winter period. A flock of 240 on
Meadow Lane, Burscough on 20 Nov was the largest reported. At the feeding stations at Eagland
Hill, there was a maximum of 200 in December whilst numbers along Old Coach Road, St. Helens
only reached 100. Flocks of over 60 birds were recorded at Preesall, Rawcliffe Moss and
Cockersand.

BRAMBLING Fringilla montifringilla
Winters in variable numbers. Fairly common double passage migrant, mostly in
autumn.
It was a very poor year for this species with records, in the main, thinly spread across the county in
both winter periods and virtually none in either passage period.
The only numbers of note in the first winter period were at the large roost in rhododendron
thickets at Belmont where 20 at the start of the year increased to 70 by 24 Feb with 24 remaining on
14 April. In Rossendale there were regularly up to four at a Gaghills feeding station and a peak of
21 on 28 March. Another feeding station in a garden at Edgeside attracted birds on a regular basis
with a peak 30 on 19 Jan. There were 25 at Oakenclough on 1 Jan and at least six visiting feeding
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station at New Lane, Pilling in January and February. All other records were in single figures;
there were just 19 records in the Lancaster district and a similar number on the Fylde. Six were at
Stocks Reservoir on 6 Jan and six in a Longridge garden throughout the early months but
otherwise the story was a similar one in the east of the county.
There was just one record at Heysham during the autumn passage involving a flock of six
on 26 Oct.
Numbers in the second winter period were even lower throughout. The only sizeable flock
was at Higher Hollinbank where there were at least 50 in a mixed flock with Chaffinches on 1 Dec.
At least eight were at the feeding station at New Lane, Pilling from late November. Ten were at
Arkholme on 30 Nov and up to seven were in a garden at Belmont in the early part of November,
where eighteen, of which 13 were juveniles, were ringed although numbers in the nearby roost
didn’t even get to double figures. Ten birds were ringed at Mere Sands Wood in the second winter
period.

GREENFINCH Carduelis chloris
Abundant breeding bird. Some autumn movement, flocks in winter.
This species remains abundant and widespread throughout the county although there are some
indications of a general decrease in numbers in certain areas. Few very large flocks were reported
n the early part of the year and it was noticeable that numbers at garden feeders at several sites
were low.
Records were received from over 60 sites in the Fylde with maxima of 28 on Lytham Moss
and 36 at Cocker’s Dyke. There were roost counts of 43 and 24 at separate locations in Rimrose
Valley, 36 roosted at Princes Park, Liverpool in January and there were at least 16 birds at roost
sites at Sefton Park and Otterspool. Up to 60 were at MMWWT and up to 40 at Dairy Farm Road,
St. Helens in the early part of the year. Numbers inland were generally low with peaks of 25 at
feeders in Lower Darwen on 27 Jan and 48 at Harwood Bar on 14 Feb.
Breeding numbers were low and productivity apparently not particularly good. Numbers
of breeding pairs at Freshfield Dune Heath dropped again to just two. There were four pairs at
Warton Crag RSPB, twelve singing males at Heysham, three pairs at Lomeshaye Marsh and two
pairs at Marshside. Post‐breeding flocks included 64 on Downholland Moss on 18 July, 55 feeding
on sedges at Marl Hill in Bowland on 31 July, 50 at Brennand Hill on 7 Sept, 50 at Old Coach Road
and Rainford during July and 40 feeding on Sea Radish at Marshside during September.
Autumn passage was poor with just 609 passing through Fairhaven between 21 Sept and 19
Oct with a peak of 248 on 9 Oct. Similarly, at Heysham there were just 301 counted from mid‐
September through to early November with a peak of 44 on 19 Oct. There were flocks of 50 at the
Eric Morecambe complex on 8 Oct and 45 at MMWWT on the 28th. From August to December,
ringing activities trapped just 84 birds at Heysham whilst at Mere Sands Wood 83 were trapped
and at Belmont 111, of which 76 were juveniles.
In the second winter period, numbers were well down with the largest counts being 35 at
Leighton Moss and 46 at Princes Park, Liverpool on 18 Dec.

GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis
Common breeding resident and passage migrant. Flocks in winter.
Goldfinches continue to thrive with especially good numbers reported from the north of the
county. Double‐figure counts, which are not uncommon at garden feeders even at inland sites in
the middle of winter, were received from nine sites in east Lancashire in the first winter period
with peaks of 40 at Jackhouse on 24 Jan and 27 in Burnley on the 10th, from 24 locations on the
Fylde with peaks of 60 at Marton Mere in January and 54 at Barnaby’s Sands in February, and from
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three sites in south Liverpool. Numbers reached 44 at Seaforth in January and 50 were at Cuerden
Valley Park on 3 Feb.
Spring passage was light with just 140 recorded over Heysham from late March to early
May with a peak of 40 on 25 April, and 408 passed over Rossall Point with a peak of 142 on the
21st. Little breeding information was received; at Heysham, the number of pairs rose sharply to
nine and the species is breeding right in the centre of Liverpool.
Post‐breeding flocks started to gather in July and August; 100 were on Old Coach Road, St.
Helens on 15 Aug and 150 at Brockholes Wetland on the 16th. There were 56 at Seaforth on 19 July
increasing to 82 by 6 Aug, 100 on the 15th and over 150 from the 18th. At Arkholme, there were
220 on 29 Aug and at Yarrow Valley Park there were 100 on the 30th.
Mid‐September to early October was the peak time as large flocks were encountered all
over the county. The flock at Seaforth grew even further, reaching 300 by 7 Oct. There was a flock
of over 300 on the Lytham shoreline during the month and in the Glasson Dock/Conder Estuary
area over 300 were present from the 12th growing to 350 in October with 150 still present on 21
Nov. At Marshside 300 on 28 Aug increased to 500 by 20 Sept. Passage though Heysham was low
with 267 in total and a peak of 71 on 19 Sept and at Caton Moor 132 were counted with a peak of
21 on the 28th. Numbers over Fairhaven were also low with a total of 226 between 21 Sept and 9
Oct. An outstanding total of 174 (of which 136 were juveniles) were caught and ringed in a
Belmont garden from August until December, illustrating an inland passage that usually goes
unnoticed. The largest count from east Lancashire was of over 110 at Champion Moor on 1 Oct but
by the middle of the month there were no flocks of more than 20 birds.
By November, most of the large flocks had dispersed yet there were 40 at Princes Park,
Liverpool on the 26th and 30 roosted in rhododendron thickets at Belmont on the 30th. Forty were
on Rawcliffe Moss throughout the second winter period and 100 on the marsh at Conder Green on
22 Dec.

SISKIN Carduelis spinus
Uncommon recent breeding colonist. Common double passage migrant and winter
visitor.
During January and February there were several large flocks around the county. In Rossendale
there was a minimum of 160 in one flock at Marl Hill on 1 Jan with a further 100 over Waterfoot
the same day and into February. There were also 120 at Warth and 30 at Clough Head on 20 Jan, as
well as 50 at Gaghills on the 5th and 50 at Calf Hey on the 22nd. In east Lancashire there were
flocks of 100 at Towneley Park and 70 at Grainings Wood on 2 Jan, 63 at Great Harwood on the
6th, 70 at Rowley Lake on 3 Feb, 90 in the Dunsop Valley on the 24th, 50 in Gisburn Forest on the
27th and 50 in the Jackhouse area during February. In the Chorley area there were flocks in excess
of 50 birds at Euxton on 2 Jan, Lancashire College on the 10th and Lower Healey and Lead Mines
Clough on the 26th. A flock of 40 was present in the Brockholes Wetland/Redscar area in mid
January. At Leighton Moss there were over 45 on 2 Jan and counts of over 50 at Hala and Bailrigg
in early February. The peak count in St. Helens was of 25 at Sankey Valley on the 16th. There were
a few reports from Liverpool in this period, only one of which reached double figures and very
low numbers across the Fylde
Numbers fell away in March although there was a flock of around 100 in Gisburn Forest on
the 6th and at least 50 on the Longridge Fell summit on the 25th. Twenty‐five were at Formby on
the 15th. There was a small spring passage; numbers at Mere Sands Wood reached 22 and small
groups were seen at several sites. There were eight bird‐days at Seaforth and six at Marshside.
Little breeding information was received but evidence of breeding was seen at Bottoms
Beck and birds were present at suitable sites at Belmont, Beacon Fell, Longridge Fell and White
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Coppice. A pair turned up on a garden feeder in Roby Mill on 26 June and a juvenile was seen at
Whitworth on 1 July.
Autumn passage was steady. At least 15 were at Belmont on 31 Aug but the main passage
started in mid‐September. At Heysham 268 south with a peak of 114 on 17 Sept was the best total
for five years but less than half of what has been seen in good years. Fairhaven Lake saw 52 east
with a maximum of 29 on 9 Oct, Caton Moor had 62, Top o’ th’ Slate, Rossendale had at least 46
and Seaforth 39. At Shedden Clough 45 flew south on 16 Sept whilst 55 passed over Bailrigg on the
17th and 80 over Foulshaw on the 21st. Numbers at Mere Sands Wood peaked at 40 during the
autumn.
Numbers in the second winter period were very low, the only double‐figure counts being
30 at Leighton Moss and Haweswater and 15 at Delph Reservoir in late November.

LINNET Carduelis cannabina
Common breeding resident. Double passage migrant, common winter flocks in the
west. Red List (breeding decline).
During the first two months of the year birds were almost exclusively confined to the lowland and
coastal areas of the county with just one in the east at Jackhouse Reservoir on 27 Jan. Flocks of over
50 were recorded at Downholland Moss (160 on 11 Jan), Croston Moss (54 on 3 Jan), Warper’s
Moss (57 on the 8th), Blainscough fields, Coppull (60 on 9 Feb increasing to 100 by 12 March) and
Bretherton (65 on 9 Feb). On the Fylde the larger counts were, unsurprisingly, around the feeding
sites with peaks of 70 at Bradshaw Lane Head and 60 at Preesall, New Ridge Farm, Pilling and
Eagland Hill.
During March and April, birds started to disperse and larger counts included 70 at Dairy
Farm Road, St. Helens on 15 March, 60 at MMWWT on 15 April and 47 at Speke on the 21st. There
was a good passage at Rossall Point, with 822 through in April and peaks of 131 on the 6th, 258 on
the 21st and 276 on the 22nd. Similarly at Heysham there were 667 between 9 April and 8 May
with a record count of 502 on 21 April. Over 100 were at Preesall on 8 April and 122 at Weeton on
the 13th. The first returning birds in the east were at Jackhouse Reservoir on 4 April.
There were some good breeding totals around the county. The number of pairs on Hesketh
Out Marsh doubled to eight, 22 pairs nested at Marshside/Crossens Marsh, twelve at Freshfield
Dune Heath and three on Fairhaven dunes. At least five pairs were on territory at Heysham and
three in gorse at Arkholme. An estimated 15 pairs nested on Darwen Moor and three pairs were
reported from Belmont village, Belmont Reservoir and White Coppice. Four pairs were present in
the Jackhouse area and other pairs were present in suitable breeding habitat at six other sites in the
east of the county.
Post‐breeding flocks were in evidence in the summer months with 32 at Tarbock on 27
June, up to 50 at Seaforth during July and 25 at Alston Wetland also in July. A flock of over 50 was
present throughout August at Carnforth Marsh.
Autumn visible migration watches produced 175 over Heysham between 7 Sept and 28
Oct, with a peak of 41 on 15 Sept. On Caton Moor 108 were counted between 28 Sept and 17 Oct
with a peak of 21 on 8 Sept. There were 161 over Fairhaven during this period and 109 over Rossall
Pont. Over 100 were at Marshside on 21 Sept and 12 Nov, a flock of over 150 was on Croston Moss
on 5 Oct and over 78 were in a stubble field near Speke on the 15th. Forty were at Champion Moor
on 14 Sept and the last record for the year in east Lancashire was on 12 Oct.
There were good numbers at the Fylde feeding sites towards the end of the year with
several in three figures, the best counts being 273 at Eagland Hill and over 197 at New Lane, Pilling
both on 20 Dec. On the mosslands between Preston, Chorley and Southport there were also good
numbers; a flock of 335 at Gorst Lane, Burscough was present from 5 Oct and was still 150 strong
in early December. Flocks of around 60‐90 were reported at Tarleton Moss on 12 Nov, Bretherton
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on the 30th and from Meadow Lane, Burscough and Mere Sands Wood in December. Slightly
further south there were 133 on Downholland Moss on 11 Dec, 210 at Little Crosby (associating
with Greenfinches) on 13 Dec and 129 at Oglet on the 25th.

TWITE Carduelis flavirostris
Rare and decreasing breeder. Winters on some coasts. Red List (breeding decline).
Monthly peak counts
Jan
Heysham
19
Fluke Hall to
Knott End
70
Cant Clough
50

Feb
34

Mar
52

Apr
16

May
0

Jun
0

Jul
0
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0
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0
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89
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99
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85

40
44
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c40

88
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0
20

0
/

0
4

0
28

0
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/
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The well studied feeding sites at the north harbour wall at Heysham and at Cant Clough Reservoir
in east Lancashire were not the only places in Lancashire to have a regular presence of Twite.
There were good flocks at several coastal locations in both winter periods with the majority of
birds leaving these areas in early April and returning in late October.
In the north of the county, as well as the Heysham flock there were flocks at Conder Green
(65 on 22 Feb), Fishcarling Point (peak of 25), Aldcliffe (51), Cockersand (15), Bolton‐le‐ Sands ( 15),
the Keer Estuary (11) and Sunderland Point (10) where the last five were seen on 22 April. 124 new
birds and 24 re‐traps were caught at Heysham in the second winter period indicating an influx of
‘new’ birds into the area. Observations at the feeding area have shown that there was only a single
pre‐February 2008 ringed bird visiting unlike previous winters when there were a core of 20 being
joined by others. Other flocks on the Lune were at Aldcliffe, Cockersand, Thurnham and Bank
End.
In east Lancashire virtually all reports were from Cant Clough, the only other records being
one over Champion Moor flood pool on 8 April and one with Linnets at Belmont on 20 June. Ten
percent of the Cant Clough flock on the 26 Jan had pink colour rings.
In Rossendale, it was the best year for this species in many years. The first returning birds
were seen on 7 March and flocks of up to 40 were seen in April in the east of the area. Birds were
seen carrying nesting material on 17 May in the west of the area whilst four to six pairs were
thought to have bred further east. Post‐breeding counts included eight at the western site on 16
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July and 47 from the eastern colony on 31 Aug. Another flock of 70 was seen away from the
breeding areas during August and September and the last birds were seen on 29 Sept.
On the Fylde, there were several present in the area from Knott End to Cockersand and it is
difficult to know whether the records relate to the same flock or whether there were several dotted
around at Pilling Marsh, Fluke Hall, Cocker’s Dyke, Preesall Sands and Knott End. Flocks of 60
were recorded at New Ridge Farm and 47 at Burrow’s Marsh but the peak was of 148 feeding in a
large stubble field along Fluke Hall Lane on 29 March. There were still 80 here on 30 April – a
remarkably high number for late April at a coastal site.
On the Ribble, there were just four reports from Marshside in the first winter period with
30 on 6 Jan, six on the 13th, 26 on the 27th and six on 14 March. In the second winter period there
were ten at Marshside on 31 October and one at Crosby Coastal Park on the 21st but the main flock
was at the end of Weld Road, Birkdale where up to 50 were present throughout December.

LESSER REDPOLL Carduelis cabaret
Fairly common but decreasing breeding bird. Common double passage migrant and
winter visitor. Red List (breeding decline).
This species was quite scarce in the early part of the year. Only four were counted in the Lancaster
January survey and small groups of fewer than ten birds were reported from five locations. None
were recorded in the Fylde until mid‐March. In east Lancashire there were only seven records but
two of these were reasonably sized flocks: 30 at Lomeshaye Marsh on 27 Jan and 24 at nearby Edge
End Clough on 4 Feb which could potentially have been the same flock. In Rossendale, ten were in
Waterfoot on 5 Jan and 14 in Staghills Woods on the 26th. In the Chorley region, a twelve were at
Great Knowley on 7 Jan and 32 were on Gale Moss on the 23rd and again on 13 Feb. In St. Helens,
up to eleven were at Sankey Valley during January but only three records were received from the
rest of the south‐west area.
A few more birds started turning up at the end of March with 20 at Longridge Fell on the
25th and ten at Gisburn Forest on the 28th. In April there were 20 at Stocks Reservoir on 5 April, a
minimum of 50 at on the 12th and an estimated 100 in Belmont plantations on the 15th as the
spring movement got underway. At Heysham, 57 were recorded between 29 April and 8 May with
a peak of 33 on 5 May, while the only double‐figure counts on the Fylde were of ten at New Ridge
Farm on 24 April and 16 over Knott End on 3 May, dates that suggest these were indeed Lesser
Redpolls. Four flying north over Marshside on 5 May was the only record there all year.
Birds were present in suitable breeding habitat at several sites in the upland areas of the
county including Moor Piece, Clowbridge Reservoir, Cowm Reservoir (where juveniles were seen
on 19 May), Longridge Fell, Stocks Reservoir, Gisburn Forest, Roeburndale, the Trough of
Bowland and Caton Moor. Birds were also present though the breeding season at Capernwray,
Tatham, Tarbock Hall Farm, Cronton Clay Quarry, Belmont, Anglezarke (several family groups
seen in June and July) and Rishton (where young were seen on 7 June and a male was singing on 3
Aug). A mixed flock of 40 Redpolls and Siskins was at White Coppice on 27 July.
In the early autumn, 24 were at Higher Hollinbank, Rossendale on 24 Aug and 35 were at
Moor Piece on 7 Sept. Autumn passage was very quiet with just eight over Fairhaven and 25 over
Heysham (peak of 17 on 27 Sep). and 22 at Stocks Reservoir on 28 Sept. In Rossendale, 40 flew
northwest over Top o’ th’ Slate on 17 Sept and ten were at Rishton Reservoir on 5 Oct. Birds were
heard calling overhead at eight sites in south Liverpool between 11 Oct and 21 Nov. Small
numbers appeared at Marton Mere at this time as well as several other sites but, again, records
were rather scant.
In the second winter period the only double‐figure counts were 36 at Thrushgill on 2 Nov
and 26 on the 10th, 35 at Cuerden Valley Park on the 7th, 40 at Prescot Reservoirs on the 14th, 40 at
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Carr Mill Dam on the 26th, twelve near Belmont on the 30th and at least ten coming regularly to
niger seed in a Rishton garden during December where seven were trapped.

MEALY (COMMON) REDPOLL Carduelis flammea
Scarce winter visitor
It is not surprising that with the scarcity of Lesser Redpolls, Common Redpolls were also in short
supply. One was seen at Lifeboat Road, Formby on 3 and 5 May and one was grounded with two
Lessers at Seaforth on 10 May.
Another was seen at Seaforth on 24 Sept and a male was amongst Lesser Redpolls in
Rishton on 30 Dec.

CROSSBILL Loxia curvirostra
Rare breeding bird. Occasional irruptive movements.
It was a good year for this species following on from the mini‐influx of 2007. There was a series of
records from Stocks Reservoir near the new hide and the white trail, indicating breeding in the
area; nine were seen on 1 Jan, two pairs were collecting nesting material on the 6th and there were
several records of singing and calling birds throughout February. Twelve were present on 20 April
and a juvenile was seen two days later. On Longridge Fell, there were 15 on 25 March and 16 on 17
May including a female feeding a fledged juvenile. Up to six were also seen regularly at Thrushgill
Plantation in the early part of the year but on 31 May there were 27.
There were other reports of Crossbills from many diverse locations in the early part of the
year. Six flew south over Ravenmeols on 22 Jan, four over Ince Blundell on 2 Feb, one over Cabin
Hill on 6 April, up to seven were seen on Beacon Fell in February and March, eight at Crimpton
plantation on 22 Jan, two at Marl Hill on 6 March and up to six at Dunsop Bridge in February and
March.
There was a spate of spring and early summer records: 17 south over Formby Point on 10
May, six north‐east over Alston Reservoirs on the 11th, 20 at Tower Lodge on 2 June, 16 at
Marshaw and 17 at Thrushgill on the 8th, eight at Ainsdale NNR on 24 June and eight at Prescot
Reservoirs on 4 July. There were also records from Bacup, Cowm Reservoir, Clowbridge, Great
Harwood, Sabden, Knowsley, Quernmore, Tatham, Hurstwood and Moor Piece to name but a few.
It was a similar story through summer and into the autumn with sightings of small flocks
or individuals from disparate locations such as Sefton Park Liverpool, Speke, Rivington,
Brockholes Wetland, Stodday, Cockersand, Coldwell Reservoirs, Whalley Nab, Heysham and
Silverdale.
In the second winter period there were up to five in Ansdell on 18 Nov and a flock of 30 at
Mere Sands Wood to the end of November. There were regular sightings of up to nine birds in the
Cabin Hill to Formby Point area from October to December and 20 were at Ainsdale NNR on 28
Dec.

COMMON ROSEFINCH* Carpodacus erythrinus
Vagrant
A most unexpected record was of a male present in a Longridge garden on the very early date of 9
Feb (G Thomas). This is the fifth Lancashire record and the second in two years on garden feeders.
The early date and location perhaps casts some slight doubt as to the provenance of the individual.
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BULLFINCH Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Common breeding resident. Amber List (breeding decline).
This is a species that is doing really well in some parts of the county. As commented on last year,
they are normally seen in ones and twos virtually anywhere in the county and in several places
they are becoming a regular visitor to garden feeders. Indeed, there is plenty of anecdotal evidence
that suggests this species has taken to this food source in a big way and this is no doubt part of the
reason why so many are now being seen and reported.
In south Liverpool birds were present in several places in the old Garden Festival site,
Childwall Woods, Halewood, Garston, Jericho South Shore, Speke Millwoods, Tarbock, Aigburth,
Allerton, Cronton Colliery, Oglet and Otterspool. The species is scarcer around St. Helens, where
records came from seven sites, and in Sefton where no records at all were received. At Mere Sands
Wood there were up to eight present in the winter periods and there were sporadic records of up
to three from MMWWT and the Burscough area. The species also remains uncommon on the Fylde
Bird Club area with records received from twelve locations, most of which were in the
Fulwood/Cottam area of Preston where breeding was confirmed; birds were also breeding at
Haslam Park, Preston and thought to have bred near Preston Docks for the first time.
In east Lancashire and Rossendale, the species is widely distributed with peak counts in the
early part of the year of seven from Towneley Park, Alston Reservoirs, Lower Darwen, Warth,
Gaghills and Strongstry. Family parties were noted at Lee Green Reservoir and Walverden during
the summer and in Rossendale breeding probably took place at Marl Pits, Strongstry (six pairs),
Lumb Vale, Ewood Bridge Sewage Works, Groundwork, Helmshore, and Higher Cloughfold.
During the breeding season 15 pairs were located on Warton Crag RSPB, two pairs were on
British Energy properties at Heysham and three bred at Arkholme. Pairs were regularly seen at
twelve sites all year round in Rivington and Anglezarke with family groups seen in August. A
family party was seen in a Belmont garden throughout the summer and a notable 25 (of which 16
were juveniles) were caught and ringed there from August until December.
There was a strong passage (for this species anyway) noted at Heysham with 25 between
the 9‐20 Sept – a month earlier than 2007. Eight flew over Fluke Hall on 1 Nov.
Peak counts in the second winter period were seven at Belmont on 15 Nov, eight at Colne
on 20 Dec, nine at Lower Darwen on the 28th and ten at a garden feeder in Rishton on the 31st.

HAWFINCH Coccothraustes coccothraustes
Rare and localised breeding resident. Red List (breeding decline).
Woodwell in Silverdale is still the only place in Lancashire where you might have some chance of
coming across this species. The birds here are best seen in the winter months (up to six were seen
in December) but they were also present in the breeding season.
There were two records away from here. One flew low south‐east over Cabin Hill NNR on
27 Sept and one was seen to fly out of a garden in Lumb Vale, Rossendale on 30 Dec.

WHITE-THROATED SPARROW Zonotrichia atricapilla
Vagrant.
A tan‐striped individual, with a fat and muscle score suggesting it had been off‐passage for a few
days, was trapped and ringed in the net site by the Heysham NR dipping pond on 6 May (RA
Cadman, AJ Draper). See separate article on this first for Lancashire and 34th record for Britain.
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LAPLAND BUNTING* Calcarius lapponicus
Scarce autumn passage migrant and winter visitor to coasts.
One was at Fleetwood Marsh Nature Park on 16 April (I Gardner, P Ellis, S Piner) and another flew
south over Seaforth on 26 Sept (AJ Conway, A Pryce).

SNOW BUNTING Plectrophenax nivalis
Fairly common winter visitor to summits and coasts.
In the first winter period there were singles at Cross of Greet on 5‐6 Jan and Heysham North
Harbour Wall on the 23rd, and two on Pendle Hill on the 19th. Singles were also at Fleetwood Golf
Course on 10 Feb and 30 March and one was on Ainsdale Beach on 13 March. A late bird was on
Birkdale Green Beach from 6‐12 May.
There was a good set of records in the second winter period. A single, possibly the same
one, was seen on Pendle Hill on six dates between 6 and 21 Oct. This was followed by one on 16
Nov, four on the 24th and one on 6 Dec.
One flew over Caton Moor on 12 Oct, one was at Heysham on the 24th, a male was at
Prescot Reservoirs on the 28th and one was on Crosby Shore on the 30th. November was the peak
month with singles over Seaforth and Stoney Rake, Rossendale on the 1st, two on the beach at
Marshside on the 2nd, two at Rossall Point on the third, four at Ainsdale Beach on the 10th, three
at Blundellsands and one at Birkdale beach on the 12th and three at Starr Gate, Blackpool on the
16th.. Twelve flew south along the tideline at Formby on the 16th and singles were recorded at
Knott End on the 21st, Cockersand on the 24th and Jubilee Tower on the 24th and 25th.
In December, one was at Starr Gate on the 11th and three were on Southport Beach on the
18th to 21st. On 19 Dec the largest flock of the year and the largest in Rossendale for several years
was one of over 40 that flew along Helmshore Tor before turning back to Musbury Heights.

YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrinella
Fairly common but decreasing resident, mostly in the south. Scarce autumn passage
migrant. Red List (breeding decline).
Monthly maxima at Fylde feeding sites
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
Eagland Hill
11
12
15
37
Bradshaw
Lane Head
15
27
21
11
Moss House Farm,
Rawcliffe Moss 19
14
14
1

May
1

Jun
1

Jul
2

Aug
0

Sep
0

Oct
0

Nov
3

Dec
9

1

0

2

1

0

0

4

15

1

1

1

1

0

1

9

4

Numbers at the feeding sites on the Fylde (see table) were roughly similar to last year in the first
winter period, but elsewhere in the Fylde Yellowhammers were rather scarce. In the south of the
county there were some large flocks but a distinct lack of other records. On 6 Jan, a flock of 20 was
feeding at Barton near Haskayne, there were 22 at Warper’s Moss and 49 at Meadow Lane,
Burscough on the 8th and 15 at Dairy Farm Road, St. Helens on the 12th. In February, the numbers
at Dairy Farm Road increased to 30 and 35 were on Reed’s Moss on the 10th. Small numbers were
also recorded at Sankey Valley, Rainford, Coppull and Bretherton.
With the decline of this species in the county, it is important to log all the sites where
potential breeding pairs were on territory. During spring and summer singing males were
recorded at two sites in Halewood (4), Tarbock (5), Greensbridge Farm area (5), Netherley,
Cronton (3), Berrington’s Lane, Rainford (5), Old Coach Road, Catchdale Moss, Windle Hall,
Rainford By‐pass and Reed’s Moss. Four males were singing at Roby Mill on 1 Aug and birds were
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heard at King’s Moss. One was at Croston Finney on 18 June, two males were at Blainscough
Fields, Coppull on 23 July and eight birds were in Eyes Lane, Bretherton on the 30th. Birds were
also present at New Longton.
On the Fylde, birds were singing at Bone Hill, Pilling (where there were six young on 30
May), Stalmine, Singleton, Out Rawcliffe, Bradshaw Lane Head, Eagland Hill, Roseacre, Cogie
Hill, Greenhalgh, Winmarleigh Moss (2), Woodplumpton (3) and Inskip. The only Lancaster area
record all year was one at Conder Green on 4 May.
At Cabin Hill NNR, where this species was formerly a common breeder, there was just one
over on 22 April and one south on 26 Dec. Other passage birds included one over Seaforth on 18
Sept and one over Fairhaven on 9 Oct.
The only double‐figure counts in the second winter period were of ten at Sankey Valley on
8 Nov and up to 15 at Bradshaw Lane Head in December. Small numbers of birds were present in
south Liverpool but a bird in Sefton Park on 23 Dec was a first for the observer here in 20 years.

LITTLE BUNTING* Emberiza pusilla
Vagrant
A first‐winter was trapped and ringed at Coniston Avenue, Knott End on 26 Nov (C Batty) – an
impressive back garden tick and no doubt the envy of more established ringers! This is only
Lancashire’s fourth record, the last being in 1994.

REED BUNTING Emberiza schoeniclus
Common breeding bird and winter visitor. Double passage migrant. Amber List
(breeding decline).
In line with the national trend which recently saw its status downgraded from red to amber, this
species seems to be holding its own in Lancashire wherever suitable breeding habitat is available.
The largest numbers were in the lowland and coastal areas where there were peak counts of 24 at
Marton Mere on 9 Jan, 25 at Lytham on the 26th, 45 at Wesham Marsh on 17 Feb, 25 at Rawcliffe
Hall on the 10th, 28 at Newton Marsh on the 16th, 20 at Downholland Moss on the 19th and 25 at
Staynall on 9 March. Up to 45 roosted at Mere Sands Wood in spring.
Further inland, birds were present at several locations in January, even on moorlands, with
peaks of 14 at Great Harwood in January and February, 60 at Belmont Reservoir on 10 Feb and 40
on Darwen Moor on 4 March.
A small passage was noted mainly in March and the first week of April at several sites, for
example ten at Grove Lane Marsh on 18 March. Numbers at Bone Hill, Pilling reached 20 in this
period.
An estimated 110 pairs bred at Martin Mere, 33 pairs bred at Brockholes Wetland (and
increase of 50%) and 19 at Marton Mere. There were eight pairs at Marshside and eight at Belmont.
Eleven pairs nested at Heysham (though productivity was thought to be low), four on Hesketh
Out Marsh and Cabin Hill, two at Mere Sands Wood, two at Alston Reservoirs and Seaforth and
one at Freshfield Dune Heath. At least 25 males were holding territory in south Liverpool
including nine at Oglet. A total of 14 singing males were noted at four moorland sites in
Rossendale and 18 from ten sites in east Lancashire, including eight in the Oswaldtwistle area.
There were only three territories on the Leck Beck to Arkholme Viaduct section of the Lune
compared to eleven in 2007 and eleven on the Arkholme to Wenning Foot section (down from 13).
A partial survey of the United Utilities estate in Bowland recorded eleven pairs. Two pairs at
Cottam Brickworks were a first for the site.
Autumn passage was rather quiet at Heysham with just 29 flying over (peak of seven on 17
Sept) and just four migrants were noted at Seaforth on 6 Oct. In contrast, at Leighton Moss 113
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birds were ringed during this period and 42 were counted over Fairhaven with a peak of 22 on 9
Oct. Twelve were at Holden Wood Reservoir on 7 Sept.
There were very few larger counts in the second winter period though several were noted
coming to garden feeders at Clowbridge, Longridge and Rishton. Eighteen were ringed in a
Belmont garden and over 25 were near Belmont on 30 Nov. Twelve were at Sheddon Clough on 18
Nov but otherwise it was single‐figure counts.

CORN BUNTING Emberiza calandra
Common breeding bird in the south‐west and Fylde. Red List (breeding decline).
Monthly maxima at Fylde feeding sites
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
Eagland Hill
54
29
87
54
Bradshaw Ln Hd 56
66
86
36
Rawcliffe Moss 16
7
66
41

May
2
1
18

Jun
1
0
6

Jul
3
4
8

Aug
0
0
0

Sep
0
1
1

Oct
9
6
0

Nov
1
14
23

Dec
27
56
8

Records were received from 44 sites across the Fylde this year with the vast majority being at the
regular feeding sites in the winter months but also 83 at Newton Marsh on 16 Feb and flocks of up
to 25 birds at several locations around Pilling. There were also some good counts elsewhere in the
county with 86 at Croston Moss on 3 Jan, 41 on Downholland Moss on 24 Feb and in the
Burscough region, 25 around Mere Sands Wood, 24 on Gorst Lane on 4 Jan, 33 on Warper’s Moss
on the 8th and 26 at Long Meanygate on 19 Feb. There were 20 at Barton on 28 April, seven at
Mossborough Island on the Rainford By‐pass on 5 Jan and 16 along the Old Coach Road on 16 Feb.
Three singing males were at Little Crosby on 11 Feb and nine birds at Altys Lane, Ormskirk on the
7th.
At least six males were singing in the Curlew Lane/Tarlescough Lane area near Rufford,
three along Pimbo Lane, Skelmersdale, three at Downholland, two at New Longton and six on
Hesketh Out Marsh. Singing males were also noted at King’s Moss, and five sites between
Rainford and St. Helens, Croston Moss and Mere Sands Wood. Later wintering birds were at
Cabin Hill, Altcar Rifle Ranges and Crosby Coastal Park in early spring but there was no evidence
of breeding anywhere on the Sefton Coast.
On the Fylde, singing males were reported at Bradshaw Lane Head, Pilling (4), Stalmine,
Eagland Hill (3), Newton Marsh, Copthorne, Lytham Moss (3), Rawcliffe Moss (18), Todderstaffe
Hall, Weeton, Bone Hill (2) Cockerham Moss, Winmarleigh Hall, Clifton Marsh and St. Annes
Moss.
Two birds were back at Crosby Coastal Park by 21 Oct and the usual winter flocks started
to appear at the feeding sites and elsewhere on the mosses with peak counts of 68 on Mere Lane,
Burscough on 3 Nov, 41 at Downholland Moss on 29 Oct rising to 68 on 14 Dec, 41 on Plex Moss on
5 Nov rising to 80 by the 25th, 56 at Bradshaw Lane Head and 21 at Little Crosby in December.
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ESCAPES & CATEGORY D
TRUMPETER SWAN Cygnus buccinator
Last year’s bird was again on the Ribble, this year at Longridge/Ribchester from at least December
into 2009.
BLACK SWAN Cygnus atratus
Two adults were on Southport Marine Lake on 5 Jan. What was perhaps one of these was at
Seaforth on 24 June to 3 Aug with another at Freckleton sporadically from 8 June to 17 Aug. One
then arrived at Little Singleton on 14 Sept and was joined by another on the 24th, with two
remaining on the Wyre until 21 Oct and one to the end of the year. One that appeared at Mythop
on 19 Oct strongly suggested there may have been at least three in the county during autumn;
perhaps the same bird was with Whooper Swans on Halsall Moss on 27‐28 Nov, Warton Marsh on
1 Dec, Peel on 7‐26 Dec and again at Mythop on 30 Dec.
BAR-HEADED GOOSE Anser indicus
Singles were at Leighton Moss on 10‐27 April, Preston Dock on 6 May and a pair had a single
gosling at Knowsley Park on 18 May
ROSS’S GOOSE Anser rossi
Last year’s white adult was seen with the Pinkfeet flocks at both ends of the year; in the first winter
period, following a period spent in Norfolk, it arrived at Stalmine and nearby (31 Jan & 1‐12 Feb)
and was seen subsequently in the Pilling area (23 Feb to 5 May) and at Colloway Marsh (9 March).
A different white adult was found at Catchdale Moss, St. Helens on 24 Sept and was seen
subsequently at Martin Mere (3‐5 Oct), Old Coach Road, Rainford (11‐19 Oct), Halsall and
Downholland Mosses (15‐26 Oct), Marshside/Crossens (14‐ 27 Oct & 28 Oct to 2 Nov), Pilling Lane
(28 Oct) and MMWWT (2‐5 Nov), when, presumably, it headed off to Norfolk.
LESSER CANADA GOOSE Branta hutchinsii
One, probably sub‐species minima, was with a large moulting flock of Greater Canadas on
Fairhaven Lake from 15 June to 21 July, reappearing there on 15 Oct and remaining until 1 Nov.
What was probably the same bird was at Marshside on 31 May and Freckleton Naze on 23 Aug.
RED-BREASTED GOOSE Branta ruficollis
Interest seems finally to have waned in the usual suspect which has been present continuously
since 2003, summering with feral Greylags in Knowsley Park and wintering in the MMWWT area.
It was reported from MMWWT on 18 Jan and 2 Feb and Knowsley Park from at least 2 April but
there were no records in the latter part of the year.
EGYPTIAN GOOSE Alopochen aegyptiaca
Three were at Withnell Fold Flash on 4 April and singles at the Eric Morecambe complex between
13 April and 1 June and again between 5 Oct and 30 Dec, Morecambe on 5 Sept, and Knowsley
Safari Park and Prescot Reservoirs from 18 May until at least 24 July, associating with a Cape
Shelduck.
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CAPE SHELDUCK Tadorna cana
A male was Knowsley Safari Park and Prescot Reservoirs from 14 May to at least 27 Aug,
associating with Egyptian Goose.
A hybrid Cape Shelduck x Shelduck was at Marton, Blackpool on 16 May.
RUDDY SHELDUCK Tadorna ferruginea
One was at Lytham on 4 Sept and presumably the same bird commuted between MMWWT and
Marshside/Crossens between 9 Sept and 11 Dec.
FULVOUS WHISTLING-DUCK Dendrocygna bicolor
One was on Fairhaven Lake from 9 Aug to 20 Sept.
MUSCOVY DUCK Cairina moschata
One was at Brookside Lodges, Oswaldtwistle on 12‐28 Jan, seven at Hesketh Park, Southport on 28
Feb with four at nearby Three Pools the same day, and single(s) at Layton (Fylde) on 2 Feb and
Stanley Park, Blackpool on 5 March.
WOOD DUCK Aix sponsa
A pair was present throughout the year at Mere Sands Wood, where the female was seen with two
young in May. Singles were at Leighton Moss on 29‐30 April and on the Lancaster Canal in
Lancaster in late autumn and then at Galgate on 1 Dec.
RINGED TEAL Callonetta leucophrys
A male, presumably from the pair that has been at various Fylde sites since 2000, was on Fairhaven
Lake on 27 Oct, and two were at Bourbles Pit on 22 Sept to 2 Oct.
SPECKLED (CHILEAN or YELLOW-BILLED) TEAL Anas flavirostris
One was at Knowsley Safari Park on 31 May.
CHILOE WIGEON Anas sibilatrix
One was at MMWWT from the third week of September to the second week of October.
BLACK GROUSE Tetrao tetrix
There was a report by a reliable observer of a male, which was possibly accompanied by female(s),
on Pendle Hill on 9 Feb.
There have been no confirmed sightings within Lancashire since the resident population
became moribund in 1997, despite occasional rumours of odd birds seen by gamekeepers in
Bowland. The last bird to be seen near Pendle was in January 1975.
It is thought most likely that the origin of any male Black Grouse seen nowadays in the
county would be a local undocumented release; since, given the dispersal dynamics of the species
(with males largely staying close to their natal area whereas first‐year females often disperse
widely), any natural re‐colonisation of Lancashire, from the nearest extant population in the
southern Dales, would almost certainly be by lone females long (if ever) before any males. Another
possible, albeit unlikely, source is wandering birds from releases by Severn Trent Water in the
upper Derwent Valley area of the Peak District between 2003 and 2005.
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HELMETED GUINEAFOWL Numida meleagris
Up to three were in the Fylde at The Heads between 18 May and 14 June and at Little Singleton on
3 Dec.
GOLDEN PHEASANT Chrysolophus pictus
The male bearing an orange ring was seen intermittently to the end of the year in fields by Woods
Brow, Samlesbury for the third year running.
The nine birds released in 2007 near Belmont were ‘caught up’ by gamekeepers early in the year.
LADY AMHERST’S PHEASANT Chrysolophus amherstiae
One was at Little Singleton on 2 June.
REEVES PHEASANT Syrmaticus reevesii
Single male(s) were at Catforth on 3‐8 March, Libby Lane, Pilling on 14 Oct, Little Singleton on 23
Oct and Hackensall Hall, Pilling on 23‐30 Nov.
TURKEY Meleagris gallipavo
The estimated ten birds from 2007 were still at large in Belmont plantations at the beginning of the
year with six still present in December. Gamekeepers located three nests in June although none
was thought to have been successful.
INDIAN PEAFOWL Pavo cristatus
Once again, the pair at Siddows Household Waste Disposal Centre, Clitheroe, raised four young.
WHITE STORK Ciconia ciconia
One of the free‐flying birds from Harewood House in West Yorkshire made a familiar tour of
central and eastern areas of the county. It was seen at Brockholes Wetland, Euxton and Whalley on
16 March, over Darwen on 17 April, Pleasington Golf Course on 13 May, in fields near Gale Moss,
Chorley on 19‐20 May, Towneley Hall playing fields, Burnley on 12 June and finally again over
Brockholes on 13 June.
DEMOISELLE CRANE Anthropoides virgo
One at Barrowfield on 20 Aug was an escape from a local collection.
TURKEY VULTURE Cathartes aura
One flew north‐west over Fairhaven Lake on 9 Oct.
HARRIS’S HAWK Parabuteo unicintus
A pair, both wearing jesses, laid three eggs in an old Magpie nest in a copse near Banks Marsh on
21 April, raising concerns about this non‐native raptor becoming established close to important
wader and seabird colonies. The male had been present in this area for some three years. Under
supervision from Natural England, the eggs were removed from the nest, placed in a incubator
and substituted with duck eggs. The female was later taken into captivity. What was presumably
the male from this pair was at Crossens on 18 Sept with perhaps the same at MMWWT on 1 Nov.
Elsewhere, singles were at Thatto Heath, St. Helens on 6 Jan, Lytham Moss on 21 Sept,
Preesall in late October and Peel on 1 Jan. One took up residence in the Liverpool Docks from late
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autumn into 2009 – it was reported as rarely leaving the warehouse and feeding by ‘jumping’ on
Feral Pigeons.
RED-TAILED HAWK Buteo jamaicensis
One with bell on its tail was in the Roddlesworth Plantations on 24 March.
BALD EAGLE Haliaeetus leucocephalus
One lingered between Brookhouse and Caton, near Lancaster, on 7 June.
LARGE FALCONS
A Saker‐type hunted over Marshside on 22‐23 March; what may have been the same bird was
reported as a ‘large hybrid’ at MMWWT on the 23rd. A Lanner‐type was at Marshside on 21 Sept.
BUDGERIGAR Melopsittacus undulates
One was at Blackpool’s Victoria Hospital on 21 May.
COCKATIEL Nyphicus hollandicus
One was seen occasionally at Woolton in south Liverpool from November 2007 to January 2008,
and another was at MMWWT on 4‐5 April.
SENEGAL PARROT Poicephalus senegalus
One was Seaforth – tantalisingly close to the warehouses importing cocoa from West Africa! ‐ from
28 July to 4 Sept, and another at Warton, Fylde on 12 Feb.
BURROWING PARAKEET Cyanoliseus patagonus
One was at Crimbles, Fylde on 30 Nov.
EAGLE OWL Bubo bubo
The Whitendale pair successfully fledged two young. Perhaps partly due to the new nest location,
there was much less interest in the birds this year. In contrast to last year, there were no other
reported sightings of Eagle Owls across the United Utilities estate, although, as yet
unsubstantiated, reports continue to circulate of other birds elsewhere in Bowland.
On 20 March, Ribchester was blacked out after high voltage cables were shorted out by a
large owl with orange eyes, large ear‐tufts and a wing span of 5ft. The bird was not ringed. It was
quickly disposed of as it had started to ‘hum’ after its fatal error. The identification was not
confirmed but seems likely to be this species.
RED-BILLED LEOTHRIX (PEKING ROBIN) Leothrix lutea
One was singing in Knowsley Safari Park on 15 May.
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Lancashire Ringing Report 2008 – 09
P.J.Marsh
The following report includes recoveries received between August 08 and 09, excluding
those which are more appropriate in next year’s report (e.g. two separate sightings of
Osprey “Morven” on 11th April 09 as correlated with satellite pinpointing (and no other
birds around!)). This report contains all sorts of flags and colour marks, as well as more
conventional metal rings, but we were desperately unlucky with what should have been
the 08 equivalent of Morven, a satellite‐tagged Honey Buzzard which was roosting just to
the north in Cumbria and then next detected just outside our area in Greater Manchester.
It was cloudy when it (obviously) passed over Lancashire, so we cannot count it even
though there were two possible candidates seen flying over at the correct time! [See
Highland Wildlife website].
At least two conversations have indicated “darvic fatigue” on the part of the
observers. This related to receiving details of unremarkable local movements of the many
ringed Mute Swans. I certainly do not want to put people off sending in readings of Mute
Swan darvics (but to the North West Swan group please, not me! Visit
http//www.northwestswanstudy.org.uk ), but can I please stress there is a world of
difference as regards individual importance and interest between a darvic‐ringed Mute
Swan and, for example, treating a darvic–ringed Bewick’s Swan with the same “familiar
indifference”. Look at the detailed occurrence pattern of the Bewick’s Swan published
below. Your sightings are valuable.
Another aspect of ring‐reading is being faced with a metal or a ‘difficult’ darvic, just
out of normal optical range. A few highly‐skilled digiscopers or camcorder users are at
large in the county and they are responsible for quite a number of otherwise “impossible”
metal‐ringed ‘read in field’ recoveries. However, even the experts may have to take many
digipics or a long length of film in order to be certain of every number/letter on a (circular)
ring. So please persevere, even if the bird insists on showing “the same side all the time”
in the wind!
One or two submissions are not traceable because the observer has not checked
above the tarsus. This particularly applies to long‐legged birds such as Icelandic Black‐
tailed Godwit where the colour combinations often have at least one ‘above the knee’,
possibly in the form of a flag (e.g. Knot). So please take care here. Similarly waders
standing on one leg showing a colour combination will invariably have some vital
information on the hidden leg!
Thanks to John Gramauskas, SW Lancs Ringing Group, Merseyside Ringing Group,
Seaforth birders, North Lancs Ringing Group, Morecambe Bay Wader Group, Dave
Sowter, John Wood, Bill Aspin, Stuart Piner, Chris Batty, Gavin Thomas, Stephen Dunstan,
Derek Forshaw, Paul Ellis, Richard du Feu, Ian Hartley, Chris Batty, Tony Disley, John
Wright, Mark Prestwood and Jon Carter for providing information on ringed birds.
Please send any sightings, other than Mute Swan, to
pmarsh123@btinternet.com
or by post to Pete Marsh, Leck View Cottage, Ashley’s Farm, High Tatham LA2 8PH. This
can either be the ringing details you have found out yourself or the details of your sighting
for me to investigate and then let you know the ringing history.
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BEWICK’S SWAN
XZT & Z70570
Ringed
Martin Mere
Seen
Netherlands
Martin Mere
Welney WWT, Norfolk
Martin Mere
Netherlands
Welney
Martin Mere
Martin Mere
Southern Sweden
Netherlands
Welney
Christchurch, Hants
Netherlands
Martin Mere
Martin Mere
Martin Mere
near Martin Mere
Slimbridge WWT, Gloucestershire
Martin Mere
Martin Mere & area
Martin Mere & area
Martin Mere & area
Inskip, Fylde
Martin Mere & area
Lytham Moss, Fylde
Lytham Moss

adult

24/01/91‐27/02/91
30/11/91
26/01/92
28/02/92‐06/03/92
22/11/93‐06/02/94
08/11/94‐09/12/94
19/12/94
01/01/95‐16/02/95
08/12/96‐31/01/97
23/3/97
13‐14/10/98
19/10/98
16/01/99
11/11/99
15/11/99‐30/01/00
06/12/01‐19/02/02
15/11/02‐27/01/03
22/11/02‐24/11/02
09/12/02 & 12/01/03
30/11/03‐29/01/04
19/10/04‐25/11/04
20/11/05‐22/01/06
29/12/06‐02/01/07
25/10/07 & 11/11/07
11/11/07 & 17/12/07
26/12/07
04/01/09

Reasonably good documentation of wintering and some passage sites.
WHOOPER SWAN
W19967 S53
Ringed
Seen

Muthill near Crieff (Tayside)
Muthill
Melling, Lune Valley

adult

07/11/06
01/02/07
at least 15/12/08‐12/02/09

One of a herd of eight wary, unapproachable adults which were present from mid‐November 2008
and almost certainly resident until early March 2009. This is the only regular herd away from the
Fylde and SW Lancashire arable/mosslands.
PINK-FOOTED GOOSE
B2S
Ringed
Seen

Vest Stadil Fjord, Denmark
Lund, Steinkjer, Norway
Gaasterland, Netherlands
Elahuizen, Netherlands
Houtave, Loweg‐Z, Belgium
Stalhille‐Z, Belgium
Lund, Steinkjer, Norway

adult male

26/03/03
27/04/03
25/10/03
10/11/03
18/11/03
28/12/03
27/04/03
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Gaasterland, Netherlands
Elahuizen, Netherlands
De Haan, Vosseslag, Belgium
Røra, Norway
Martin Mere, Lancashire
Brancaster, Norfolk
Martin Mere
Martin Mere
Pilling Marsh, Fylde
Oudega, Netherlands
R129263
Ringed
Seen
Seen
Seen
Seen
Seen
Seen
Seen
Seen
Seen
Seen
Seen
Seen
Seen
Seen
Seen
Seen
Seen
Seen
Seen
Seen

Thjorsarver Arness ICELAND
Holkham (Norfolk)
Wigton (Norfolk)
Pilling Area
Loch of Strathbeg (Aberdeen)
Winteringham (Lincoln)
Brancaster (Norfolk)
Blackford (Perth)
Bothyhill (Inverness)
Martin Mere
Loch of Strathbeg
Martin Mere
Brancaster (Norfolk)
Loch of Strathbeg
Burnham Market (Norfolk)
Martin Mere
Burnham Market
Martin Mere
Holkham (Norfolk)
Docking (Norfolk)
Pilling Area

25/10/03
10/11/03
25/01/04
10/05/04
08‐29/10/04
19/12/04‐15/01/05
15/02‐24/03/05
04‐14/12/05
25/02/06
16‐17/11/2007
adult

29/07/99
07/11/99
03/01/00
03/01/01
17/09/01‐14/10/01
1& 14/11/01
30/11/01
05/02/02
03/03/02
04/10/02
06/10/02
7‐12/10/02
19/10/02‐20/01/03
02/11/03
19/01/04‐11/02/05
10/03/05
02/02/06
19/02/06‐23/02/06
04/10/06‐12/12/006
22/11/07‐25/11/07
17/02/09

Arguably the most informative of several neck‐collars read during winter 08/9.
CANADA GOOSE
5210835 & 5210697
Ringed
Llangorse Lake, Powys
Culled
Belmont Reservoir

adults
0km

29/06/93
01/07/05

5237823
Ringed
Culled

Llangorse Lake, Powys
Belmont Reservoir

adult

27/06/04
01/07/05

5237963
Ringed
Culled

Llangorse Lake, Powys
Belmont Reservoir

1st‐summer

27/06/04
01/07/05

adult
249km

02/07/06
18/07/08

5252596
Ringed
Llangorse Lake (Powys)
Seen Pine Lake, Carnforth
Change of moulting location?
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SHELDUCK
GN50256
Ringed
Recaptured

Ribble Marshes NNR, Lancs
Martin Mere

adult male
10km, SSE

06/03/05
12/12/07

Ainsdale, Merseyside
Weeton, Lancashire

adult male
26km NNE

08/01/03
26/10/07

Strangford Lough, Co. Down
Ribble Marshes NNR, Lancs

adult male
198km ESE

04/09/04
13/10/04

adult male
23km SSW

19/02/07
27/09/08

TUFTED DUCK
FV87346
Ringed
Shot
TEAL
EL45547
Ringed
Shot

ET85896
Ringed
Ribble Marshes NNR, Lancs
Shot Hightown, Merseyside
POCHARD
DA261164 + AHB
Ringed
Saint Philbert de Grand Lieu, France
Seen
Saint Philbert de Grand Lieu, France
Marton Mere, Fylde
Barrow‐in‐Furness, Cumbria
Barrow‐in‐Furness, Cumbria
Marton Mere, Fylde

female
12/12/05
05‐09/01/06
17‐19/12/06
02‐10/02/07
27/11/07
11‐13/02/09

GANNET
1118593
Ringed
Long dead

Luce Bay, Dumfries & Galloway Pullus
Crosby, Merseyside

173km SE

05/07/97
11/04/08

CORMORANT
5248023 & CGC
Ringed
Puffin Island, Anglesey
Seen
Skippool Creek, Fylde
Seen
Marton Mere, Fylde
5250045 & CCE
Puffin Island, Anglesey
Seen
Freckleton Naze, River Ribble
Savick Brook, River Ribble
Seaforth
Green NJ
Ringed
Seen

Kroon’s Polders, Netherlands
Seaforth

Pullus

13/07/08
05/10/08
12‐21/10/08

Pullus

24/06/06
02/08/08
03/08/08
15/1/09

Pullus

11/06/08
15/09/08

There had been a mass desertion of the Dutch Waddensee colonies on 14/09/09 during strong
easterly winds.
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Green CFD
Ringed
Seen
5243009
Ringed
Long dead
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Puffin Island, Anglesey
Westport Lake, Stoke‐on‐Trent
Seaforth

Pullus

Little Ross, Dumfries & Galloway Pullus
Seaforth

17/06/07

Puffin Island, Anglesey
Heysham Harbour

Pullus
109km.

13/07/08
3‐10/11/08
29/09/08

02/05/08

SHAG
1426618
Seen

07/06/08
26/10/08

Presumably the ringed bird present from early September to late November
BITTERN
1291702
Ringed
Seen

Leighton Moss
Leighton Moss

1291703
Ringed
Seen

Leighton Moss
Leighton Moss

Pullus

08/05/00
27/09/07 to 05/12/08
Pullus

08/05/00
2007 to 02/11/08

A metal‐only ringed Bittern, on location likely to be 02, but 03 or a completely different bird could
obviously not be ruled out, was seen near the lower hide island on 8/6/09 & 12/8/09. These are the
only sightings of metal‐ringed Bitterns since late 2008, despite intensive monitoring, including
many reed/pool interface observations.
LITTLE EGRET
GF09838 + CR
Ringed
Confidential site, Kent
Seen
Oare Marshes, Kent
Leighton Moss

Pullus

11/05/03
04/07/03
at least 27‐28/6/09

Pullus

20/07/96
25/08‐09/09/96
01‐29/12/96
28/04/97
17/08/97

Currently the oldest Little Egret from British ringing!
SPOONBILL
8041403 + CR
Ringed
Terschelling, Netherlands
Seen
Ameland, Netherlands
Rio Ortigueira, Spain
Cotes d’Armor, France
Bank Marsh, Ribble Estuary

This record has recently come to light and appears not to have been published previously. Could it
have been one of the pair that nested on Banks Marsh in 1999?
OSPREY
White YV
Ringed
Bassenthwaite, Cumbria
Seen
Leighton Moss
No interim sightings

Pullus

16/07/2007
31/05/2009
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MARSH HARRIER
A female nestling ringed and radio tagged in the Tay reedbeds in 2004 bred unsuccessfully at
Leighton Moss in 2008 and successfully in 2009. It wintered in its first year in Senegal.
KESTREL
EG88048
Ringed
Dead

The Kennels, Arley, Cheshire
Fleetwood, Fylde

15/06/2008
10/09/2008

OYSTERCATCHER
FV87444
Ringed
Recaptured

Martin Mere
Llanfairfechan, Gwynedd

Pullus
84km WSW

11/06/06
13/10/07

FP19706
Ringed
Heysham Heliport
Dead on road Studfold, North Yorkshire

adult
43km

01/02/06
25/04/08

FP19669
Ringed
Heysham
Dead on road Haraldsund Faeroes

adult
62 16N 6 35W, 940km

01/02/06
28/07/07

Examples of a local breeding bird, upland northern England breeding bird and Faeroes breeding
bird.
FP54703
Ringed
Recaptured

Waterfoot, Dumfries & Galloway
Heysham

03/02/2007

FC93964
Ringed
Recaptured

Plenmeller Common, Northumberland
Heysham

01/06/1998

FC79238
Ringed
Recaptured

Fair Isle
Heysham

on spring passage

12/12/08

17/10/01 & 12/12/08
16/03/98
12/12/08

AVOCET
Colour‐ringed
Ringed
Lasné , St. Armel, France
Seen
Colne Estuary, Essex
Colne Estuary, Essex
Grand Salvaret, Guerande,France
Saline de lʹentrée de Pen, Sene, France
Frodsham Marsh, Cheshire
Alkborough Flats, N. Lincolnshire
Martin Mere

47°34N 2°43W

06/06/06
17/12/06
20/03/07
02/05/07
16/05‐06/06/07
26/04‐01/05/08
15/06/08
07‐14/03/09

Pullus, female

16/07/04
at least 05‐07

This is the first ringed Avocet to be seen in our area.
RINGED PLOVER
NW23526
Ringed
Nested

Snettisham, Norfolk
Snettisham
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Read in field Cockersand
Read in Field Heysham (Ocean Edge)

251km
253km

30/09/07
19/09/08‐14/02/09

Pullus
66km

28/05/03
21/03/08

LAPWING
DB90547
Ringed
Forest‐in‐Teesdale, Durham
Seen Yealand Conyers, Lancs
DK05936
Ringed
Seen

Heysham Power Station
Sunderland, Lune foreshore

Pullus

15/05/00
01/09/06 & 06/09/08 & 30/07/09

DK97295
Ringed
Dead

Pilling Marsh, Fylde
Pilling Lane Ends, Fylde

Pullus

06/05/95
12/10/07

Typical long‐term fidelity to natal site.
RUFF
1525207 + CR
Ringed
Workum, Netherlands
Seen
Workum
Martin Mere

18/04/08
11/07/08
30/09‐03/10/08

1501839 + CR
Ringed
Reade Klif, Netherlands
Seen
Stanwick Gravel Pits, UK
Martin Mere

30/04/07
31/08/07
13/10‐02/11/08

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT
LL‐GR
Ringed
Seen

LN‐OR
Ringed
Seen

Langhus Fljot, Iceland
Dee
Eric Morecambe complex
Holbeach (Lincs)
Eric Morecambe complex
Duddon
Eric Morecambe complex
Ribble
Eric Morecambe complex
Dee
Eric Morecambe complex
Gillastadir, Iceland
Herman Cortes, Extremadura, Spain
Ribble Estuary
Dee Estuary
Claughton
Eric Morecambe complex
Dee Estuary
Eric Morecambe complex

04/07/04
04/05/05
02 & 04/04/06
12/08/04
22/12/06
28/12/06
20 & 21/03/07
24 & 25/01/08
13/044‐22/04/08
31/01‐6/3/09
20/03/09
30/06/05
10/01/06
24 & 25/01/08
18 & 20/02/08
13/04/08
19‐22/04/08
01/09/08‐04/02/09
17 & 20/03/09
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OO‐WR
Ringed
Seen

OO‐YL
Ringed
Seen

GR‐LX
Ringed
Seen
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Langhus Fljot, Iceland
Wexford Slobs
Trevaly La Turballe, Loire‐Atlantique, France
Ludo saltpans Faro, Portugal
Ouse Washes, Cambs
Dee Estuary
Ribble Estuary
Höfn, Hornafjörður, Austur Skaftafellssýsla, E Iceland
Þverá, Öxarfjörður, N‐Þingeyjarsýsla, NE Iceland
Dee Estuary
Eric Morecambe complex

11/07/05
22/01/06
03/03/06
9‐14/12/06
15/04/07
29/07/07
19‐ 20/02/08
02/05/08
04/05/08
24/08/08 – 27/02/09
20/03/09

Álftafjörður, E Iceland
4M
Oare Marshes, Kent
Wexford Slobs
Marais dʹYves, Charente‐Maritime, W France
Grímólfsvík, Borgarnes, W Iceland
21/04/04
Borgarnes, Borgarfjarðarsýsla, W Iceland
Wyre Estuary
Ribble Estuary
Eric Morecambe complex
Siglufjörður, N Iceland
Marshside
Siglufjörður, N Iceland
Marshside
Heswall, Dee Estuary
Marshside
Newton Marsh
Siglufjörður, N Iceland
West Kirby, Dee Estuary
Dee Estuary
Seaforth

03/05/00
06/11/01
30/01/02
20/11/03
18/04/05
01/10/06
21/07/07
25/03/09
24/04/04
25/11/04
30/05‐12/07/05
15/10/06
23/11/07
24/01/08
18/04/08
04/05‐10/07/08
01/10/08
02/10/08‐10/01/09
08‐17/03/09

A sample of islandica which were all ringed in Iceland.
FRP FS68050
Ringed
Reserve Naturelle Moeze, France
Seen
Leighton Moss

45 54N 1 2 W

08/02/08
09/05/09

This is interesting because it was ringed quite a way south but it was definitely an islandica.
KNOT
A significant selection was published in the 2007 report. No further recoveries exhibiting a
radically different pattern.
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SANDERLING
8223240 + G5YGWW
Ringed
Zackenberg, Greenland 74.28N 20.30W Pullus
Seen
The Wash
Ainsdale, Merseyside

03/07/07
17/08‐02/09/07
06/08/09

872556 + G3GYYR
Ringed
Sandgeroi, Iceland 64.02N 22.42W Full‐grown
Seen
Cadiz, Spain
Ainsdale, Merseyside

17/05/08
03/11/08‐06/04/09
16/08/09

8211192 + G5GYWR
Ringed
Zackenberg, Greenland 74.28N 20.30W Adult M
Zackenberg, Greenland
Seen
Ainsdale, Merseyside

20/07/09
24/07/09
18/08/09

GREENSHANK
The bird ringed on the Ythan Estuary, tabulated in last year’s report, returned to the Eric
Morecambe Pool on 23/6/09.
KITTIWAKE
EP67410
Ringed
Long dead
Yellow H32
Ringed
Seen

Puffin Island, Isle of Anglesey
Birkdale, Merseyside

Pullus

20/07/91
10/04/06

Waterford, Ireland
Seaforth
Seaforth
Seaforth
Seaforth

Pullus

1989
07/07/90
25/05‐11/06/91
16/08/98
23/08/09

MEDITERRANEAN GULL
The returning Belgian, Polish and Czech‐ringed birds all returned to their north Lancashire
wintering areas at north Morecambe, central Lancaster and Heysham Harbour respectively. They
all appeared to return during July and depart in early March. At least four darvic‐ringed birds
eluded reading.
FS70646 & 495
Ringed
Pas‐de‐Calais, France
Seen
Dun Laoghaire, Dublin
Seen
Pas‐de‐Calais
Seen
Seaforth

Pullus

E905038 + 3JH7 then 3N92
Ringed
Berendrecht, Antwerp, Belgium 2S
Seen
Stanley Park, Blackpool
Seaforth, Merseyside
Pas‐de‐Calais, France
Oostburg, Sophiapolder, Zeeland, Netherlands
Stanley Park, Blackpool
Cley Marshes, Norfolk

16/07/08
22/10/08‐27/02/09
07/05/09
03/06/09
14/06/04
06‐15/03/05
13/06/05
02/04/06
21/04/08
01‐02/02/09
11‐12/04/09
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E910691 + 34K5
Ringed
Oost‐Vlaanderen, Belgium
Seen
Lac dʹ Hossegor, Hossegor, Landes, France
Fiskeholm, Helnaes Bugt, Fyn, Denmark
Medlar, Fylde
Skippool Creek, Wyre Estuary, Fylde
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adult

17/05/07
25‐27/02/08
31/05/08
12/07/08
24‐25/07 & 01/09/08

This is the first time Denmark has been a possible breeding site for a Lancashire Med Gull.
BLACK-HEADED GULL
Three from the ringing ‘hotspot’ at Svanemøllebugten, Copenhagen, Denmark were seen at
Blackpool and Morecambe (2), two of these being returning birds. Two others ringed at northern
English colonies were seen in the area.
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL
GA37578 + Red TAP
Ringed
Orfordness, Suffolk
Pullus
Seen
Laayoune Plage, Western Sahara 27.06N 13.25W
Great Harwood, Lancs
Perhaps moved from natal site to breed at Tarnbrook colony.

12/07/03
19/01/04
19/07/09

HERRING GULL
GJ21773
Ringed
Dead

Seaforth
Onchan, Isle of Man

GN78250 + darvic
Ringed
Seamer Carr Landfill, N Yorks
Seen
Seaforth Nature reserve

1S

01/05/82
01/06/08

1W/S

16/03/07
12/02/09

Pullus

17/06/06
15/10/08

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL
JHOX
Ringed
Seen

Vest‐Agder, Norway 58 02N 06 57E
Seaforth

The fourth foreign‐ringed bird recovered in Lancashire. The three previous were all first‐ or
second‐calendar‐year birds, two from Norway and one from Finland.
SANDWICH TERN
Colour‐ringed Sands of Forvie, Aberdeenshire
Seen
Knott End, Fylde

Pullus

June 2008
29/07/08

Colour‐ringed Sands of Forvie, Aberdeenshire
Seen
Knott End, Fylde

Pullus

June 2008
10‐12/09/08

The majority of Lancashire recoveries of Sandwich Terns have been from Irish Sea colonies but
there have been three previously from the east coast, two from Sands of Forvie and one from the
Farne Islands.
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COMMON TERN
SX67540 + CR
Ringed
Coquet Island, Northumberland
Caught at nest Coquet Island, Northumberland
Seen
Seaforth
Seaforth

Male

06/07/94
2001
25/07/02
01/08/08

Confirming the regular movement of east coast birds into Liverpool Bay in autumn.
Colour‐ringed Doffcocker Lodge, Bolton, Greater Manchester
Breeding
Preston Dock, Lancashire
male

14/06/06
2009

RAZORBILL
M88005
Ringed
Dead

Lunga, Treshnish Isles, Argyll & Bute Adult 21/06/99
Crosby Shore

21/09/04

Just received. Most tideline corpse recoveries of even common seabirds are of interest in a
Lancashire context. Please send the ring details to myself, even if you cannot identify the corpse!
STOCK DOVE
EG13472
Ringed
Found

Bond’s Farm, Pilling
Quernmore Park

Pullus
18km

02/06/03
14/03/08

Recoveries of this species are few and far between and this represents a movement outside the
Fylde agricultural lowlands.
BARN OWL
GN44021
Ringed
Dead

Hightown, Merseyside
High Legh, Cheshire

Pullus
42km ESE

11/07/07
10/11/07

GN44093
Ringed
Homer Green, Merseyside
Alive in care Garstang, Lancashire
Broken wing, destroyed, Bury, Greater Manchester

Pullus
45km NNE

16/06/05
02/03/07
12/02/08

These are the two longest movements received during the period
GN85470
Ringed
Braides, Cockerham, Lancs
Road casualty Little Urswick, Cumbria.

Pullus
29km

08/06/05
05/03/08

Presumably this flew across the Bay, otherwise a significant movement.
SWIFT
SB94785
Ringed
Dying

Fazakerley, Merseyside
Tuebrook, Merseyside

adult
10km ENE

21/05/06
19/05/08

SB99829
Ringed
Dead

Fazakerley, Merseyside
Wallasey, Merseyside

adult
8km WSW

01/06/08
26/06/08
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SWALLOW
V252452
Ringed
Dead

Gressingham, Lancs
Crocketford, Dumfries

juvenile
125km

29/08/06
23/06/08

V780609
Ringed
Long dead

Gressingham
Crianlarich, Strathclyde

juvenile
281km

25/09/07
05/09/08

V780475
Ringed
Dead

Gressingham
Ihia da Deserta, Madeira

juvenile
2641km, 32 30N 16 30W

04/09/07
21/07/08

Two routine and one completely unexpected. One assumes it was dead some time or reported
rather late and was disorientated on spring passage – this species is rare on passage in Madeira.
GREY WAGTAIL
V901205 + colour‐rings
Ringed
Heysham Observatory
Seen
Seaforth, Merseyside

1st winter
64km

08/09/08
21/09/08

In addition, a colour‐ringed bird marked as a 1st‐winter on either 04/09/07 or 11/09/07 and
assumed to be a medium/long‐distance migrant was perhaps surprisingly seen at Red Nab,
Heysham on 31/10/08 – the date suggesting a bird about to winter locally.
PIED WAGTAIL
V394180
Ringed
Recaptured

Gressingham
Oakley, Hereford & Worcester

1st winter F
213km

06/09/06
21/10/08

WAXWING
Colour‐ringed Aberdeen
Seen
Sherwood, Fulwood, Preston
NW39109 & CRs
Ringed
Allenvale Cemetery, Aberdeen
Seen
Higham Street, Padiham, Lancs

November 08
12/03/09
Adult male

11/11/08
04/03/09

1W M
91km SSE

25/10/07
02/02/08

1W M
1524km

30/09/05
15/06/08

Dare one say the “typical pattern”!
BLACKBIRD
CL56986
Ringed
Thornton, Merseyside
Recaptured Sutton, Shrewsbury, Shropshire
Presumably a continental bird.
REED WARBLER
N208423
Ringed
Recaptured

Madrid, Spain
Leighton Moss

T367384
Ringed
Leighton Moss
adult M
Recaptured Mere Sands Wood, Rufford
60km
Change of breeding site or a very late return (which is unlikely for an adult male).

11/06/05
08/06/08
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T368083
Ringed
Recaptured.

Leighton Moss
Burrow Wall Siddick, Cumbria

V251643
Ringed
Recaptured

Leighton Moss
1W
Gosforth Park, Newcastle, Tyne & Wear 122km

17/08/06
15/06/08

V778168
Ringed
Recaptured.

Leighton Moss
South Walney, Cumbria

28/07/07
22/07/08

juvenile M
73km

juvenile M
30km

14/07/05
30/08/08

These three show Leighton as a recruitment centre for the outlying northern populations. Three
others from Leighton to the “usual” passage site at Icklesham in Sussex. One of these was an old
adult captured on a perhaps, for this age, rather late date of 7/10/08.
SEDGE WARBLER
X091806
Ringed
Recaptured

Leighton Moss
St. Vigor d’Ymonville, France

T369316
Ringed
Recaptured.

Leighton Moss
1W
Tour aux Moutons, Loire‐Atlantique, France 47 19N 2 4W,763km

16/08/05
14/08/08

X091098
Ringed
Recaptured

Leighton Moss
Tour aux Montons, France

Juvenile
763km

09/07/08
01/08/08

X091621
Ringed
Recaptured

Leighton Moss
Trunvel, Finistere, France

Juvenile
47 53N 4 21W, 707km

28/07/08
17/08/08

1W

18/09/08
13/10/08

2F
749 km

02/08/07
02/07/08

Juvenile
355km SSE

10/08/08
04/10/08

1W
303km

06/08/06
11/08/08

1W
49 29N 0 21E, 564km

15/08/08
28/08/08

The usual French localities.
X092572
Ringed
Recaptured

Leighton Moss
Charente Maritime, France

5522044
Ringed
Loire Atlantique, France
Recaptured Heysham
Note the late, perhaps north Scottish, autumn migrant
BLACKCAP
T151269
Ringed
Dead (cat)

Formby, Merseyside
Worthing, West Sussex

GARDEN WARBLER
V251352
Ringed
Recaptured

Leighton Moss
Cardiff Wetland Centre

Showing the early migration of a bird of British origin
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PIED FLYCATCHER
T753527
Ringed
Recaptured

Jockey Shield Castle, Cumbria
Winder Wood, Roeburndale

1S F
91km

V271953
Ringed
Recaptured

Coombes Valley, Staffs
Claughton, Lancs

Pullus M
122km

04/07/07
31/05/08

T939301
Ringed
Recaptured

Lees, Chipping, Lancs
Black Wood, Claughton

Pullus F
24km

02/06/07
05/06/08

R368588
Ringed
Seen

Chipping
New Laithe Farm, Chipping

Pullus F
8km

25/05/04
07/06/08

08/06/07
19/05 & 03/06/08

A significant change of breeding site by a first‐time breeder to a locality almost 100km further
north, followed by examples of major and increasingly minor distances from the natal site by
returning breeding birds.
BLUE TIT
V899982
Ringed
Recaptured

Moor Piece, nr Clitheroe, Lancs
Leighton Moss

adult
39km

27/01/08
15/08/08

Odd. Previous movements involving north Lancs have been from east to west or upland to
lowland for the winter
TREE SPARROW
TE62409
Ringed
Recaptured

Martin Mere
Out Rawcliffe, Lancs

Pullus
28km N

18/07/07
04/11/07

Movement between two different geographical areas with a barrier in the form of Preston and a
river estuary between them
CHAFFINCH
P443401
Ringed
Dead

Mere Sands Wood, Lancs
Shotts, Strathclyde

1W F
250km NNW

02/12/01
26/09/08

R178301
Mere Sands Wood, Lancs
1W M
20/02/04
Dead
Staveley, nr Kendal, Cumbria
81km N
01/12/07
Two good examples of British birds heading south for the winter in (at least) their first year
GREENFINCH
TJ51023
Ringed
Recaptured

Spurn Point, E Yorks
Scotforth, Lancaster

1W F
197km

1/10/08
09/11/08

TK52805
Ringed
Recaptured

Scotforth
Mere Sands Wood

1W F
43km

15/12/07
20/04/08
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Heysham
South Walney, Cumbria

Adult M
19km

23/08/08
29/08/08

The Spurn one is interesting – a change of direction on autumn passage? Movements across
Morecambe Bay movements are unusual.
GOLDFINCH
V605650
Ringed
Recaptured

Woodford Poynton, Cheshire
Over Kellet, Lancs

1W M
96km

09/02/08
15/04/08

T806973
Ringed
Dead

Over Kellet
Mellor Brook, Blackburn

1W M
41km

30/12/06
17/08/08

The longest movements reported during the period; the second was probably nesting at or near
Mellor.
SISKIN
T806569
Ringed
Dead

Over Kellet, Lancaster
Cultercullen, Grampian

1W F
156km

09 04/06
14/07/08

T931367
Ringed
Recaptured

Warton, nr Carnforth
Florenville, Luxembourg

adult M
49 42N 5 17E, 739km

22/03/06
14/11/07

V371461
Ringed
Recaptured

Stocksfield, Northumberland
Mere Sands Wood, Lancs

adult F
157km SSW

04/03/07
14/03/08

T595233
Ringed
Recaptured

Tarbet, Loch Lomond
Over Kellet

adult M
263km

10/07/08
20/03/09

T806464
Ringed
Over Kellet, Lancaster
Read in field Longridge, nr Preston

1W M

30/03/06
c/15/01/09 ‐ c.20/02/09

This was read bit by bit over a six‐week period and somewhat contradicts the widely held view,
backed up by ringing recoveries, that Siskins on peanuts in spring are (very) short‐stayers ‘on the
move’!
TWITE
There were many sightings involving the c/150 ringed at Heysham feeding station during the
2008/09 autumn/winter along the north Fylde coast and Lune Estuary, suggesting a wide‐ranging
population. In this respect, very few birds were retrapped more than once at Heysham as the
constituents of the flock changed on a daily basis. A full analysis can be found in the Heysham
Observatory report for 2008. No details on the Pennine ringing programme this year.
V465735
Ringed
Recaptured

Walberswick, Suffolk
Heysham north harbour wall

1W F
360km

23/12/06
05/11/08 & 04/02/09

It obviously wintered in Suffolk (along with south Pennine birds) during 2006/07, at an unknown
location during 07/8, then at Heysham (along with western Scottish birds) as an adult during 08/9.
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Where was its natal site and had it changed natal and subsequent breeding sites?
fragmented north Pennine population with no set wintering area? A mystery.
R687652
Ringed
Recaptured

Heysham
Birkdale, Merseyside

1W male
46km

Or is it from a

31/10/08
14/02/09

At least one other Heysham‐ringed bird was in this flock.
Colour ringed Askam‐in‐Furness, Cumbria
Seen
Birkdale, Merseyside

c.27/10/08
12/11/08

At least four Askam birds were seen at Heysham, including one ringed in 2006 (on 13/11/08 only)
and one from autumn 2008 which was recorded regularly throughout the winter at Heysham.
Another (?) Askam bird was seen at Glasson on 17/11/08.
Colour ringed Heysham north harbour wall
Seen
Askam in Furness

27km

31/10/08
09/03/09

REED BUNTING
V216668
Ringed
Recaptured

Woolston Eyes, Cheshire
Leighton Moss

1W M
89km

10/02/07
15/10/08

X227181
Ringed
Recaptured

Leighton Moss
Broxton, Cheshire

1W F
93km

08/10/08
03/11/08

T939855
Ringed
Recaptured

Out Rawcliffe, Fylde
Heysham Observatory

1W M
19km

18/10/07
06/11/08

Addenda & Errata to the Lancashire Avifauna
(White, S.J., McCarthy, B. & Jones, M. (Eds). The Birds of Lancashire and North Merseyside.
2008. Hobby Publications, Lancashire & Cheshire Fauna Society)
INTRODUCTION: A Short History of Ornithology in Lancashire

Page v
Paragraph 4: TA Coward was Keeper of Manchester Museum during the First not the
Second World War.
WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus cygnus

Page 5
Substitute second paragraph to delete reference to Cumbrian sites:
“The species’ status in north Lancashire has remained largely unchanged since Oakes’s
day with flocks of 10‐20 seen annually in the Lune Valley between Caton and Melling.”
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GADWALL Anas strepera

Page 24
Breeding was first confirmed at Leighton Moss in the early 1990s; furthermore, there is no
evidence of any releases there.
Substitute second paragraph:
“There were widespread releases of captive‐bred birds in Britain during the 1960s some of
which became established in the wild, although there is some evidence that the breeding
population may have been supplemented by wild birds. (Fox 1988). Feral breeding became
established in West Lancashire between 1974 and 1986, when a full‐winged population
was allowed to develop at Martin Mere from captive stock. A final release of a small
number of birds took place at Crosby, probably during the late 1980s. The origin of north
Lancashire’s breeding population is not known. There have been no releases in the
Leighton Moss area, where birds have been present since the 1960s but where breeding
was not confirmed until the early 1990s.”
POCHARD Aythya ferina

Page 36
Paragraph 2: There were 66 at Brockholes Quarry in October 2005 not just six.
EIDER Somateria mollissima

Page 41
There have in fact been several additional counts in excess of 50 in north Lancashire in
recent years, including 113 off Jenny Brown’s Point in October 2004 with 675 there in
November 2005, and 165 in the Keer Estuary in July 2005.
COMMON SCOTER Melanitta nigra

Page 45
Paragraph 3: Reference should have been made to Spencer (1969) whose study of overland
movements in Lancashire, Yorkshire and Cheshire revealed a consistent passage,
predominantly of males, during March and April and more numerously in June to
August.
GOOSANDER Mergus merganser

Page 50
Paragraph 2: The breeding population on the Lancashire section of the Lune in 1976 was
15 pairs, the remainder being in Cumbria. The River Bela is also wholly in Cumbria.
Page 51
Paragraph 1: 137 were on Stocks Reservoir on 6 January 1963. The record was not
published at the time as this site was then in Yorkshire.
Substitute for paragraph 2: “Offshore occurrences are now very rare but they were seen
regularly off Morecambe during the 1950s, persisting in the 1960s; counts included 50 on
20 December 1953 and 13 on 27 January 1963.”
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MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus

Page 113
Paragraph 5: An additional record was 110 in hard weather on Altcar Moss on 2 December
1973.
MANX SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus

Page 72
Paragraph 2: correct date for the 233 off Rossall Point was 10 August 1985.
CORNCRAKE Crex crex

Page 112
Paragraph 5: Reference should have been made to the only bird known to have been
ringed in Lancashire (and possibly the only one to have been photographed) at Formby
Point on 2 May 1973.
OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostralegus

Page 117
Paragraph 3: The 61 and 63 pairs nested not on the Eric Morecambe Complex but on the
Carnforth Marsh section of the RSPB Morecambe Bay Reserve.
Paragraph 6: The Heysham helipad has been used as a roost continually right up to the
present, not just for “a few years in the late 1990s”.
Page 118
Paragraph 2: The gatherings of 15000+ occur not on the Eric Morecambe Complex but on
the RSPB Morecambe Bay Reserve.
RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula

Page 123
Paragraph 2: The apparent decline in wintering numbers in the Morecambe to Hest Bank
area may to an unknown extent have been the result of difficulties in counting birds
roosting on the recently created sea defences.
DOTTEREL Charadrius morinellus

Page 126
Paragraph 4: additional records on Pendle Hill in autumn are – one from late August to 2
September 1979 and two on 6 September 1982.
GREY PLOVER Pluvialis squatarola

Page 130
Paragraph 3: An additional inland record was of 60 ‘sheltering in a field’ at Altcar Withins
on 18 September 1983.
KNOT Calidris canutus

Page 134
Paragraph 8: An additional inland record was of 40 on Altcar Moss on 25 January 1975.
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LITTLE STINT Calidris minuta

Page 138
Paragraph 1: An additional inland wintering record was one on Altcar Moss on 17‐18
February 1974.
DUNLIN Calidris alpina

Page 144
Paragraph 1: 216 on Altcar Moss on 16 February 1975 was an unusually high winter count
inland.
LAPWING Vanellus vanellus

Page 131
Paragraph 6: The reference to the Eric Morecambe Complex should have been to the RSPB
Morecambe Bay Reserve.
COMMON SNIPE Gallinago gallinago

Page 149
The line drawing is by Richard Dale.
CURLEW Numenius arquata

Page 157
Substitute for paragraph 3: “In eastern Lancashire the Curlew breeds both on moorland
and in the larger hay‐fields at lower elevations. During 1967‐1991, between one and three
pairs bred on 100ha of upland pasture at The Hile, Rossendale, while in the whole of
Rossendale 17‐29 pairs bred from the mid‐1990s to 2002.”
REDSHANK Tringa totanus

Page 159
Paragraph 2: Redshank were well established on Carnforth Marsh as early as 1948 with a
large number of pairs nesting.
GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia

Page 162
Paragraph 2: It was not the case that east Lancashire ‘was almost entirely avoided’ in the
1970s, small numbers were recorded regularly albeit mainly in autumn.
TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres

Page 168
Paragraph 2: As with Ringed Plover, the apparent decline in wintering numbers in the
Morecambe to Hest Bank area may to an unknown extent been the result of difficulties in
counting birds roosting on the recently created sea defences.
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GREY PHALAROPE Phalaropus fulicarius

Page 171
The Longridge Reservoir record was present from 8‐13 September 1992 and not just the
8th as stated.
COMMON GULL Larus canus

Page 188
Paragraph 3: the increase in inland records since the 1950s should be referenced to Spencer
(1959).
ROSEATE TERN Sterna dougallii

Page 209
Paragraph 2: an additional record was of three flying over the reedbed at Leighton Moss
on 16 May 1965.
KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis

Page 235
Paragraph 5: Birds nested successfully at both Leighton Moss and the Eric Morecambe
Complex in 2005.
SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia

Page 245
Paragraph 5: The Kirkby Lonsdale stretch of the River Lune covered by the Waterways
Bird Survey is in Cumbria not Yorkshire. However, all the Sand Martin colonies counted
are in Lancashire.
RED-RUMPED SWALLOW Cecropis daurica

Page 250
The Marton Mere bird was also present on 19 April 2004.
ROCK PIPIT Anthus petrosus

Page 255
Paragraph 3: The ‘count’ of three at Rishton Reservoir on 7‐21 October 1999 actually refers
to separate records of one on the 7th and two together on the 21st.
BLUE-HEADED WAGTAIL Motacilla flava flava

Page 259
Paragraph 5: the breeding male was at Halforth not ‘Halford’, which is, in any case, in
Cumbria not Lancashire. The reference to ‘Whittingham’ should read ‘Whittington’.
WAXWING Bombycilla garrulus

Page 265
Paragraph 4: The influx of 2003 began, of course, in January 2003 not January 2002.
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REDSTART Phoenicurus phoenicurus

Page 274
Paragraph 5: Substitute sentence “In the north, the Downham/Twiston area, north of
Pendle Hill, reported five singing males in 1996, rising to 25 in 1999 then twelve in 2002.”
WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe

Page 279
Paragraph 3: The decline at Carnforth during the nineties was due to the removal of a
large slag tip which destroyed many nest sites.
SONG THRUSH Turdus philomelos

Page 287
Paragraph 4: The twelve at Roughlee were on 8 March 1995 not 1996.
GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locustella naevia

Page 292
Paragraph 3: Delete sentence “BBS data, however, suggest a large recovery of 50%
between 1994 and 2005, an increase which appears not to have been reflected in
Lancashire.”
GREAT REED WARBLER Acrocephalus arundinaceus

Page 298
Clarification: the record at Leighton Moss on 17 July 1963 remains accepted as the first
record in Lancashire.
MELODIOUS WARBLER Hippolais polyglotta

Page 299
Since publication of the ‘avifauna’ further information has come to light about the first‐
winter bird trapped at Haskayne on 28 August 1972. Stuart Thomas, the finder, has passed
on his notes and photographs, leaving absolutely no doubt as to the bird’s identification.
This becomes the first record for Lancashire and means that the total up to the end of
2005 is increased to three.
CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita

Page 312
Paragraph 3: Delete “. . . . the middle reaches of the Ribble Valley . . . . ”
BEARDED TIT Panurus biarmicus

Page 322
Paragraph 1: Reference to colour‐ringed birds from Leighton Moss should read “Marton
Mere” not “Martin Mere”.
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COAL TIT Periparus ater

Page 327
Paragraph 6: There were also significant numbers in Burnley during the irruptive
movement of autumn 1957, including many in built‐up areas.
ROOK Corvus frugilegus

Page 344
Paragraph 1: Eleven of the 27 rookeries counted annually are in Cumbria. The figures
quoted for north Lancashire include these.
RAVEN Corvus corax

Page 347
Paragraph 6: only two of the three pairs in the Silverdale area were in Lancashire.
TWITE Carduelis flavirostris

Page 363
Substitute for paragraph 3: “Surveying breeding Twite is a complex task and there were
no reliable estimates of the size of the Lancashire population before the 1990s. However,
intensive nest‐record surveys carried out by the East Lancashire Ornithologists Club in
1967 and 1968 revealed a thriving population (Nuttall 1972). A total of 135 nests were
located in both years; more than half of these were in the area east and north‐east of
Burnley in 1967 but they were evenly spread between Burnley, Rossendale and the area
south of Accrington and Burnley the following year.
There can be no doubt, however, that the past 20 years or more have witnessed a
drastic reduction in numbers, although the breeding range changed little until the
beginning of this century. Birds were present in 16 10km squares during 1968‐72, 17
during 1988‐91 and 14 during 1997‐2000, but within this range there were many local
extinctions and previously large aggregations have shrunk to one or two pairs,
exemplified by the declining number of 10km squares where breeding was proven during
the three survey periods – 14, 12 and 10 respectively. A mere 27 nesting pairs were located
during 1997‐2000 but the Lancashire population was estimated at 40 pairs. These were
found in 17 tetrads, at an average density of 0.6 pairs per km2, at the lower end of
estimated densities in the south Pennines of 0.4‐3.5 pairs/km2 (McGhie et al 1994). The
south Pennine population, including Yorkshire, was thought to contain some 200‐400 pairs
in the early 1990s (Brown et al 1995), while estimates of the British population fell from
65,000 pairs in 1988‐92 to 10,000 (600‐800 in England) in 1999 (Langston et al 2006).”
Page 364
Substitute for paragraph 7: “Nuttall (1972) described the commonest site for Lancashire
Twite nests as ‘a recess in moorland grass, similar to the situation chosen by a Meadow
Pipit’ but with others ‘slightly raised above ground level in rushes, heather, bracken, etc.’
More recently, nests have usually been found in old bracken and heather but some also
use crevices in slopes, cliffs and quarries. Until recently it was not thought that loss of
nesting habitat was a major factor in their decline. However, recent research suggests that
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mature stands of bracken may be a critical nesting requirement in Lancashire and may
have declined significantly (A. Raine pers. comm.). Also implicated is the relatively recent
intensification and simplification of upland agriculture, with the loss of arable fields,
overgrazing of the in‐bye, conversion of hay meadows to improved leys and early cutting
of silage crops leading to reduced availability of grass‐ and other seeds on which Twite
depend. In order partially to compensate, supplementary feeding stations have been set
up in various parts of the United Utilities’ south Pennine estate.”
REED BUNTING Emberiza schoeniclus

Page 380
Paragraph 2: An additional record was of 70 leaving a reedbed roost on Downholland
Moss on 26 December 2005.
CORN BUNTING Emberiza calandra

Page 382
Substitute first line of final paragraph: “Marton Mere supported a regular winter and
spring roost of up to 130 in Reed Canary‐grass in the 1950s until about 1969.”

ESCAPES & BIRDS OF UNKNOWN PROVENANCE –
ADDITIONAL SPECIES
PASSENGER PIGEON Ectopistes migratorius

John James Audubon presented three to the Earl of Derby at Knowsley Park in 1832. These
bred in captivity and reached a population of 70 by an unknown date when they were
described as a ‘nuisance’ and released. It is not known how long they survived or whether
they bred in the wild.
The last Passenger Pigeon was seen in the wild in the United States in 1900; it is
intriguing to speculate what might have been possible had this captive population been
retained in Lancashire.
NORTHERN FLICKER Colaptes auratus

On about 23 May 1964 one of the eastern form (Yellow‐shafted Flicker) survived a crossing
to Liverpool in RMS Sylvania. It was held in ‘partial captivity’ for some of the time, with
food and water provided, and eventually presented alive by the Captain to Chester Zoo.
Even by today’s laxer standards this would not qualify for Category A status due to
the assistance given to it.

BIBLIOGRAPHY – ADDITIONAL REFERENCES
Nuttall, J. 1972. The Status and Distribution of the Twite (Carduelis flavirostris) in East
Lancashire with some notes on its breeding ecology. The Naturalist. October‐December
1972.
Spencer, KG. 1959. On the Increase of the Common Gull in East Lancashire. 1959. The
Naturalist. July‐September 1959.
Spencer, KG. 1969. Overland migrations of Common Scoters. British Birds Vol. 62: 332‐333.
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Firsts for Lancashire
WHITE-THROATED SPARROW Zonotrichia atricapilla, HEYSHAM NATURE
RESERVE, 6 MAY 2008
Alan Draper
Andrew Cadman (RAC) and I had set mist nets at the reserve hoping to catch spring
migrants as we do between us on most suitable days during the season. Six nets were set
by about 07.15a.m. The weather was fine and warm with high hazy cloud and a light
easterly wind and we were initially hopeful of a reasonable catch – particularly of
redpolls, which had been noted moving north on previous days – since this was the first
day of favourable weather following a short period of south‐westerly winds.
We had carried out a number of net rounds, catching only seven birds between us
until I went to the ride known as the “stream” at just after 9 o’clock. The only bird caught
was quickly extracted, but its species was not immediately known to me.
My initial impression was of a sparrow species, but with striped head, lemon yellow
flashes above the front of the eyes, pointed conical bill which was straighter and less
heavy than House Sparrow, and fairly pale legs which were proportionally longer than
House Sparrow and appeared less sturdy. It had to be an “American sparrow” of some
sort.
The bird was taken quickly back to the hut where RAC, who has been ringing spring
migrants in Canada annually for many years, immediately identified it as a White‐
throated Sparrow. Pete Marsh was advised by telephone and quickly returned from sea‐
watching on the North Harbour Wall. He also confirmed the identification.
On release, close to the point of capture, it flitted, reminiscent of Dunnock, into an
area of young willows close to the ground and within a minute or two had melted away
into the rear of the bushes. A handful of other birders had managed to see the bird in the
hand but those who remained in the area for the remainder of the day were frustrated as it
was not seen again. It was not heard to call or sing.
The bird was tentatively aged as a second‐calendar‐year on the basis of the contrast
between the remiges and retrices, no literature being available at the time. Reference to
Pyle’s guide still supports this conclusion (pattern of primary coverts, eye colour and tail
abrasion), but the efficacy of these criteria in this country and in late spring is not clear.
The dull colouration indicated that it was a tan‐morph individual, but this is probably not
related to age. Wing length was just over the top limit for females (when the differing
measuring methods are accounted for) and so perhaps it should remain unsexed.
From its condition it had clearly not crossed the North Atlantic that morning.
Weather conditions in the previous few days would not have been expected to assist such
a movement. The morning was the first of moderate easterly wind so it is likely that the
bird had been somewhere in the country previously and was now pushed to Heysham.
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Ship assistance is thought unlikely since no trans‐Atlantic traffic uses the nearby Heysham
Port.
It is perhaps notable that the line of scrub in which this bird was caught has been
responsible for three previous county “firsts” (Thrush Nightingale, Dusky Warbler and
Common Rosefinch) over its years of operation – an excellent record indeed.
The record has been accepted by the BBRC and becomes the 35th record in Britain
and the fifth North American passerine species in Lancashire.
Description
Size and Structure
Similar to House Sparrow although less bulky, with a longish tail and proportionally long
legs which were again less “chunky” than that species.
The feathers of the wings, back and body seemed to be of one generation and were in
extremely good condition, with no obvious wear or bleaching. However, the tail was very
worn and seemed as if it was a different generation. The bird was carrying considerable fat
and pectoral muscle, suggesting that it was not newly arrived.
Upperparts
The general appearance of the wings and back were again quite similar to House Sparrow
in colouring, although the white tips of the median coverts were small, forming only a thin
wing bar. The wing length was measured at 73mm (maximum chord). The tail was long,
but not measured owing to severe abrasion, and was medium brown with traces of paler
tips amongst the abrasion.
Head and Throat
A long pale buffish crown stripe stretched onto the nape. The lateral stripes on either side
of the crown were very dark brown. A wide supercilium stretched from the base of the bill
to the nape – it was lemon yellow from bill to above the eye, and pale buffish from there to
the rear. The throat had an greyish white triangular patch which was bordered by blackish
malar stripes to the sides and crosswise stripe at the bottom. The greyish white area
continued around below the cheeks to the side of the neck.
Underparts
Generally clean greyish white with a little light fine darker streaking at the breast.
Bare Parts
The bill was conical and quite pointed‐looking, greyish brown in colour. Legs were pale
orange brown and relatively slim. Its feet were in good condition, with the claws all
pointed and unbroken.
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Dragonflies in Lancashire
and North Merseyside in 2008
Steve White
For the second year running the weather conspired to produce another difficult season for
dragonfly recording with only a few windows of warm, bright conditions sufficient to
entice both insects and their watchers into the field.
Nonetheless, all our regular breeding species did put in an appearance, albeit for the
most part in unspectacular numbers and for somewhat abbreviated periods. Fears that the
dismal mid‐season conditions of 2007 might have proved terminal for Red‐veined Darter
Sympetrum fonscolombii, our rarest breeding species, or have curtailed the spread of the
scarce Ruddy Darter Sympetrum sanguineum were allayed although 2008 seems unlikely to
have helped their cause.
There was no evidence of any migrant species for the first time in several years and
the survival of our only established Red‐veined Darter colony on the Middleton Industrial
Estate, Heysham appears to hang by a thread. A number of tenerals, thought to have been
this species (largely because of the very early date which almost certainly precluded
Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum) emerged there on 7‐9 June but it is thought that
few if any of them survived, many being predated, in a fairly torpid state, by Pied
Wagtails and Jackdaws. However, an adult male was seen there on 1 July, so hope
remains.
Ruddy Darters, on the other hand, seem to have prospered. In flight from 26 July to
26 September, they were recorded on a dozen or so sites, most numerously on the Birkdale
dunes where 37 were seen on 8 August and 17 on the 24th. Other Merseyside reports – not
necessarily of breeding insects – came from Ainsdale NNR, Formby, Lunt, Freshfield Dune
Heath, Prescot Reservoirs, Eccleston and Wheatacre Wood in St. Helens. Further north,
they were seen at Hurst Grange Park in Preston and at Haweswater and Gaitbarrows, but
none was reported from Heysham or Middleton.
The seemingly inexorable spread of Banded Demoiselles Calopteryx splendens showed
no signs of slowing; although no reports of newly‐colonised sites were received, a count of
more than 25 in the Sankey Valley, St. Helens on 9 June indicated strong consolidation.
Unsurprisingly, dates of first emergence were mostly around or later than the recent
average. The one exception was that of Red‐eyed Damselfly Erythromma najas at Paddock
Dam, Eccleston (St. Helens) on 7 June (two days before the previous earliest), when three
males and a female were seen. This remains our only site for this species; the nearest
colony is at Hale just south of Liverpool.
At the other end of the season, however, three species did put in record late
appearances: Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula at Brinscall on 14 September
(eights days later than previous records), Ruddy Darter on 26 September at Ainsdale (one
day later) and Common Blue Damselfly Enallagma cyathigerum at Prescot Reservoirs on 16
October (three days later).
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Some of this year’s most interesting records concerned peatland specialists. The
Lancashire range and status of the Golden‐ringed Dragonfly Cordulegaster boltonii has
always been rather enigmatic. It appears to be confined entirely to the Forest of Bowland
and its surrounds, although a handful of recent records suggest it may have a small
presence in the West Pennine Moors. Very few records have been received for several
years so it was pleasing to get a number this year. Allen Holmes found a mating pair in
the Langden Valley (the best known recent site) on 25 July, while Mike Watson posted a
clutch of recent records on his blogsite, including two at Croasdale on 26 July and others
during 2006‐2008 at Hornby Track, Hareden, Lamb Hill Fell, Marshaw Fell, High Salter
Fell and Summersgill. Others are no doubt out there waiting to be found.
Black Darters Sympetrum danae are widespread breeders in the acidic conditions of
the Lancashire uplands and regular wanderers to the coastal lowlands – there were a
dozen or more, including two pairs, on the Sefton Coast in 2008. However, they rarely
occur in large numbers – 100 at Belmont Reservoir in September 2000 is our only recent
three‐figure count. However, some quite staggering numbers were counted this year at
Red Moss, Horwich (just over the Lancashire boundary in Bolton but within VC59) by Jill
Mills and Ken Haydock, including 507 on 2 August. This site has been in the process of
restoration by the Lancashire Wildlife Trust for several years and these sightings give an
insight into what dragonfly hotspots Lancashire’s mostly lost lowland raised bogs must
once have been.
After a disappointing first two years it has been decided to extend the dragonfly atlas
project until 2010. All records (current and historic) from Lancashire, North Merseyside,
Bolton and Wigan are most welcome; please email to stephen.white2@tesco.net or post to
102 Minster Court, Liverpool L7 3QD.

Earliest and Latest Migrant Dates
The table of first and last dates is a regular feature of the bird report giving an ‘at a glance’
view of actual and expected first arrival and last departure dates. The table summarises
the following information:
The earliest spring arrival and latest autumn records in 2008.
The earliest recorded spring and latest recorded autumn records.
The average (mean) earliest arrival and latest departure dates.
The trends for Earlier or Later arrival or departure where these are statistically
significant between 1970 and 2008. (ns = no significant trend).
Records of presumed over‐wintering and sickly birds have been omitted.
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Earliest and Latest Migrant Dates
Spring

Autumn

2008

Earliest

Mean Trend 2008

Latest

Mean

Trend

Garganey

19/3

24.2.95

30/3

ns

Osprey

23/3

4.3.05

3/4

E

21/9

7.11.05

21/9

ns

LRP

15/3

12.3.95+00 27/3

E

19/9

19.10.76

10/9

ns

Dotterel

24/4

29.3.89

24/4

ns

Whimbrel

11/4

11.3.78

7/4

ns

30/9

6.11.88

5/10

ns

Wood Sandpiper

17/4

14.4.83

4/5

ns

17/9

28.10.78

18/9

ns

Common Sandpiper

9/4

21.3.66

6/4

ns

18/10 29.10.77

13/10

ns

Sandwich Tern

27/3

13.3.90

28/3

ns

16/10 2.12.94

16/10

ns

Common Tern

16/4

30.3.07

12/4

ns

8/10

17.11.77

21/10

E

Arctic Tern

17/4

1.4.94

17/4

ns

26/10 12.11.05

10/10

ns

Little Tern

17/4

13.4.91

26/4

ns

14/9

23.10.03

15/9

ns

Black Tern

30/4

11.4.80

29/4

ns

5/11

12.11.00

14/10

ns

Cuckoo

17/4

23.3.00

17/4

ns

18/10 18.10.09

2/9

E

Swift

18/4

1.4.04

20/4

ns

26/9

4.12.63

12/10

ns

Sand Martin

9/3

24.2.90

11/3

E

22/9

29.10.72

3/10

ns

Swallow

16/3

10.3.97

25/3

E

20/11 31.12.86

19/11

ns

House Martin

1/4

17.3.63

3/4

E

12/10 31.12.81

2/11

E

Tree Pipit

15/4

17.3.57

6/4

E

23/9

18.10.67

4/10

ns

Yellow Wagtail

16/4

24.3.96

9/4

ns

29/9

11.11.95

9/10

ns

Redstart

4/4

28.3.68

11/4

ns

27/9

10.11.82

8/10

E

Whinchat

19/4

20.3.76

18/4

L

27/9

12.11.79

18/10

E

Wheatear

13/3

26.2.03

12/3

ns

28/10 20.11.98 & 01 31/10

ns

Ring Ouzel

17/3

11.3.99

24/3

E

15/11 11.12.00

4/11

ns

Grasshopper Warbler

19/4

9.4.75

18/4

ns

25/9

4.10.81

15/9

ns

Sedge Warbler

9/4

27.3.03

13/4

E

26/9

14.11.96

2/10

ns

Reed Warbler

13/4

7.4.02+05 17/4

E

8/10

14.11.93

13/10

ns

Garden Warbler

21/4

14.4.93

21/4

E

12/10 13.11.95

18/10

ns

Lesser Whitethroat

11/4

11.4.08

23/4

E

8/9

23.11.99

27/9

L

Whitethroat

10/4

6.4.65

19/4

E

22/9

23.10.90

30/9

ns

Wood Warbler

28/4

14.4.79

23/4

ns

24/7

26.9.67

Willow Warbler

25/3

19.3.90

31/3

ns

5/10

18.11.89

13/10

ns

Spotted Flycatcher

26/4

20.4.85

30/4

ns

6/10

15.11.79

3/10

ns

Pied Flycatcher

18/4

12.4.94+08 17/4

ns

5/10

3.11.01

26/9

ns
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Submission of Records
The task of compiling the report is becoming ever more daunting with the increasing
number of records coming into us. With the authorship of the report split between nine
people and the growing number of people using bird recording software or word‐
processing, the preferred method of submission, and indeed the one now favoured one by
the majority, is via email, though posting a disc or written records are still perfectly
acceptable. Please can you ensure that records are submitted in systematic order rather
than chronological order. Files sent by email or on disc should be in Word or simple text
format and can be zipped up to save downloading time if necessary. Paper records should
preferably be on one side of A4. In order to keep to our very strict deadlines so that the
report can be published during September, all records from individuals should reach us
by the end of February and reserve or area reports by the end of March. All records in
whatever format you wish to use should be sent to the County Recorder

British Birds Rarities
Descriptions of nationally rare species (for the list, see British Birds Rarities Reports or
their website) should be submitted to the British Birds Rarities Committee via the County
Recorder at the address above. From 1 January 2007 the BBRC has no longer been
accepting paper records. Paper submissions, including sketches, should therefore
preferably be electronically scanned and sent by email to the County Recorder as low
resolution jpegs. Photographs should also be sent as low resolution jpegs. Digital copies of
the BBRC submission form are available from the County Recorder. We are aware,
however, that a diminishing number of birders do not have access to the necessary
equipment; if this is the case please continue to send paper records to the County Recorder
who will process them before sending them to the BBRC.
The following records have been accepted by the BBRC since the publication of our last
report:


Cattle Egret, Eccleston, St. Helens, 5 April 2008



Cattle Egret, Marshside, 27‐28 October 2008



Cattle Egret (3), Downholland Moss, 1 November 2008



Cattle Egret, Bescar & MMWWT, 22 November 2008



Cattle Egret, Leighton Moss, 28 November to 1 December 2008



Wilson’s Phalarope, Seaforth, 3‐4 June 2008



Ross’s Gull, Marton Mere, 31 March 2008



Ross’s Gull, Fairhaven, 18 April to 14 May 2008



Bonaparte’s Gull, Marton Mere 3 May 2008



Bonaparte’s Gull, Stocks Reservoir, 10‐11 May 2008



Caspian Tern, off Formby Point, 4 August 2008



Desert Wheatear, Crosby Shore, 12 October 2008



White‐throated Sparrow, Heysham, 6 May 2008
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The following records are still under consideration by the BBRC:


Lesser Canada Goose, south‐west mosses, November 1976



(Collared) Pratincole, Wray, 2 May 2008



Cattle Egret (2), Preesall, 30 November 2008

The following record was considered not proven by the BBRC:


Bufflehead, Ulnes Walton, 23 February 2008

As far as is known, the following records have not yet been submitted to the BBRC:


Cattle Egret, MMWWT, 23 February 2008



Cattle Egret, Brandreth Barn, 5 April 2008



Cattle Egret, Marshside, 7 November 2008



Cattle Egret, Hapton, 25 December 2008

COUNTY DESCRIPTION SPECIES
Descriptions of species considered to be county rarities (listed below and marked with an
asterisk in the text) should be sent to the County Recorder, preferably as soon after the
sighting as possible. Most descriptions now come in by the preferred email route, some
with digital images attached, but paper records are perfectly acceptable. The increase in
digital submissions has meant that the county records committee has been able to circulate
records and make decisions promptly. Consequently, there has been a significant increase
in time spent in assessment of each and every record submitted with problematical
records left to the annual meeting held in May. Current members of the committee are
Steve White (Chair), Chris Batty, Maurice Jones, Barry McCarthy, Pete Marsh, Gavin
Thomas and John Wright.
The job of the committee is to assess every record of a species that requires a
description and they have an obligation to apply the rules even‐handedly. On odd
occasions this means that a perfectly good record will be fail to be accepted (normally
through lack of detail). It is very rare that a record is thought to be incorrect, just that it is
not 100% proven or there is some doubt.
Many county rarities get to be seen by many observers and an increasing proportion
are now photographed, and the committee generally accepts such records on the nod – but
it is still important that someone writes the record up so that all records can be reviewed
by future generations.
All records of scarce migrants and rare breeding birds are submitted each year for
publication in British Birds. This makes it vital that we are confident about the accuracy of
all records. In the past we have had two categories of ‘description species’ but have
decided to drop the ‘basic details only’ one so that only major county rarities require
descriptions. These need to be as full as possible ‐ if anyone needs any guidance, please
contact the county recorder.
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Species and Subspecies Requiring Full Descriptions
These are all marked with an asterisk in the systematic list
Black Brant

American Golden Plover

Nightingale

American Wigeon

Temminck’s Stint

Bluethroat

Ring‐necked Duck

Cetti’s Warbler

Ferruginous Duck

White‐rumped
Sandpiper

Surf Scoter

Pectoral Sandpiper

Marsh Warbler

Black Grouse

Buff‐breasted Sandpiper

Icterine Warbler

Red‐necked Grebe

Red‐necked Phalarope

Melodious Warbler

Great Shearwater

Long‐tailed Skua

Barred Warbler

Sooty Shearwater

Sabine’s Gull

Subalpine Warbler

Cory’s Shearwater

Ring‐billed Gull

Dartford Warbler

Balearic Shearwater

Caspian Gull

Greenish Warbler

Wilson’s Storm‐petrel

White‐winged Black Tern

Pallas’s Warbler

Night Heron

Roseate Tern

Radde’s Warbler

Purple Heron

Little Auk

Dusky Warbler

Cattle Egret

Puffin

Red‐breasted Flycatcher

Great White Egret

Nightjar

Golden Oriole

Honey Buzzard

Alpine Swift

Red‐backed Shrike

Black Kite

Bee‐eater

Woodchat Shrike

Montagu’s Harrier

Hoopoe

Chough

White‐tailed Eagle

Wryneck

Rose‐coloured Starling

Golden Eagle

Woodlark

Serin

Rough‐legged Buzzard

Short‐toed Lark

Arctic Redpoll

Red‐footed Falcon

Shore Lark

Common Rosefinch

Spotted Crake

Red‐rumped Swallow

Lapland Bunting

Corncrake

Richard’s Pipit

Ortolan Bunting

Common Crane

Tawny Pipit

Rustic Bunting

Stone Curlew

Red‐throated Pipit

Little Bunting

Kentish Plover

Grey‐headed Wagtail

Cirl Bunting

Aquatic Warbler

Photographs and Illustrations
Thanks again to Tony Disley for providing some more illustrations this year. If you have
any line drawings that we could use in our publications, please send them to the secretary.
The quality of the digital images is getting better and better, many good quality ones being
used in evidence with submissions of rarities or unusual sightings. Please keep them
coming and keep Steve Young on his toes! (Thanks Steve for the use of so many of your
images.)
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Elected Officials of the Lancashire and Cheshire Fauna Society
Chairman:

Dr Frank Walsh, 80 Arundel Road, Lytham St. Annes, Lancs, FY8 1BN
Tel: 01253 737765 email: frank@walsh.me.uk

Secretary:

Dave Bickerton, 64 Petre Crescent, Rishton, Lancs, BB1 4RB
Tel: 01254 886257 email: bickertond@aol.com

Treasurer:

Alex Whitlock, 9 Sykefield, Brierfield, Lancs. BB9 5NB
email: noil@btinternet.com

Report Editor and Lancashire Bird Recorder:
Steve White, 102 Minster Court, Crown Street, Liverpool, L7 3QD
Tel: 0151‐707 2744 (home) or 0151‐920 3769 (work)
email: stephen.white2@tesco.net
but if sending large attachements, swhite@lancswt.org.uk
Next Annual General Meeting, 10am Saturday 6th March 2010 at Mere Sands Wood.

WeBS
Data presented in this report have been collected by volunteer counters for the purposes of
the Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS), but have not yet been fully validated by the WeBS
partners. If you wish to make use of official WeBS data for any purposes, please contact
the WeBS Office at the British Trust for Ornithology (email webs@bto.org or phone 01842‐
750050). WeBS is a partnership between the British Trust for Ornithology, the Wildfowl &
Wetlands Trust, the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and the Joint Nature
Conservation Committee (the latter on behalf of Natural England, Scottish Natural
Heritage, the Countryside Council for Wales and the Environment and Heritage Service
for Northern Ireland).

Key to Status of Birds in the Systematic List
BREEDING

PASSAGE/WINTER

Based on Breeding Bird Survey 1997‐1999

Based on records for last 25 years (1981‐
2005)

Rare: breeding in < 7 tetrads or < 11 pairs
Scarce: breeding in < 38 tetrads or < 51
pairs

Vagrant: < 11 records

Uncommon: < 251 pairs

Scarce: < 101 records

Fairly common: < 1001 pairs

Uncommon: < 21 annually

Common: < 5001 pairs

Fairly common: < 201 annually

Abundant: > 5000 pairs

Common: < 2001 annually

Occasional: less than annual

Abundant: > 2000 annually

Former: not in last ten years

Rare: < 26 records
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A Guide to Birdwatching Sites in Lancashire and North Merseyside
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Site, Location Number on Map and Grid Reference
Ainsdale Dunes NNR

13

SD290100

Longridge Res.

39

SD605360

Aldcliffe Marsh

67

SD460600

Longton Marsh

28

SD450265

Eric Morecambe complex

72

SD475730

Lytham St Annes NR

36

SD310305

Altcar Withins

12

SD325050

Marshside (RSPB)

24

SD355205

Arkholme

75

SD590720

Martholme/Altham

41

SD760330

Martin Mere (WWT)

16

SD425145

Marton Mere

37

SD345353

Banks Marsh/
Old Hollows Farm

25

SD390230

Barnacre Res.

50

SD525478

Mere Sands Wood (LWT)

17

SD448160

Belmont Res.

20

SD670170

Morecambe Stone Jetty

66

SD425635

Birkacre

18

SD572150

Newton/Clifton Marsh

29

SD455290

Blea Tarn Res.

58

SD495585

Ogden/Calf Hey/

Brock Bottoms

51

SD550430

Holden Wood Res.

33

SD765225

Brockholes Quarry

38

SD585305

Otterspool

1

SJ370860

Cabin Hill NNR

10

SD280050

Pendle Hill

53

SD805415

Carr Mill Dam

8

SJ525980

Pilling Lane Ends

47

SD415495

Champion Moor

65

SD745525

Pilling Moss/Eagland Hill

48

SD425450

Claughton Hall Heronry

49

SD525425

Pine Lake/Dockacres

74

SD515725

Cleveley Mere

59

SD500500

Plex Moss

15

SD340105

Clowbridge Res.

34

SD830280

Prescot Res.

5

SJ470940

Cockersands/Bank End

57

SD430530

Rimrose Valley

3

SJ335995

Cowm Res.

22

SD880190

Rishton Res.

40

SD715300

Dunsop Valley

63

SD655500

Rivington/Anglezarke Res.

19

SD620155

Eccleston Mere

6

SJ482950

Roddlesworth Res.

30

SD650220

Fairhaven Lake

23

SD340273

Rossall Point

44

SD310475

Fazakerley

4

SJ390965

Rowley Lake

42

SD860330

Fishmoor Res.

32

SD700260

Seaforth NR/

Fleetwood ICI Pools

45

SD335455

Crosby Marine Lake

2

SJ315975

Formby Point

9

SD270065

Skerton Weir

69

SD480630

Foulridge Res.

54

SD890415

Southport Marine Lake

14

SD335180

Freckleton Naze

27

SD435275

Squires Gate

35

SD303320

Hambleton Marsh

46

SD365415

Stocks Res.

64

SD730560

Hest Bank

68

SD470670

Sunderland Point

56

SD420550

Heysham NR & Harbour

55

SD405595

Sunnyhurst Woods/

Higher Hodder Bridge

52

SD695412

Darwen Moor

31

SD680230

Hightown

11

SD295030

Ward’s stone

61

SD590590

Jenny Brown’s Point

70

SD460735

Warton Bank & Marshes

26

SD400270

Langden Valley

62

SD630510

Wayoh/Jumbles Res.

21

SD735160

Lea Green Flash and Tip

7

SJ503920

Woodwell

71

SD463743

Lee Green Res.

43

SD880335

Wyreside Fisheries/

Leighton Moss (RSPB)

73

SD480750

Street Bridge GP

60

SD515520

The sites shown on the map have been determined according to the frequency that they
have appeared in the systematic list over the past few years. Full grid references have been
included to help you pinpoint any site.

170

Lancashire Bird Report 2008

Abbreviations used in the text
1S ‐ first‐summer, 1W ‐ first‐winter, and so on.
GC Golf Course

ML Marine Lake

GP

Qry Quarry

Gravel Pit

LNR Local Nature Reserve

SW Sewage Works

NR Nature Reserve

Res Reservoir

NNR National Nature Reserve
EMP/C

Eric Morecambe Pools complex

MBR

Morecambe Bay Reserve (RSPB)

MB(ay)S

Morecambe Bay South (Lancashire section of Morecambe Bay WeBS)

MMWWT

Martin Mere Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust Reserve

MSW

Mere Sands Wood (LWT)

SNR

Seaforth Nature Reserve (LWT)

BBRC

British Birds Rarities Committee

BOURC

British Ornithologists Union Records Committee

BTO

British Trust for Ornithology

CBC

Common Bird Census (BTO)

BBS
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