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Introduction 
D. A. Bickerton, S. J. White 

Another year’s birding in Lancashire has been documented for posterity in this, the 2004 
Lancashire Bird Report. As always, getting this together has involved a lot of work from several 
individuals under the direction of the editor. The number of sources we use seems to be ever-
increasing but thankfully the vast majority are computer based and this allows us to disseminate 
the information to all the authors quickly and efficiently. We are always looking for volunteers 
to help with the compilation of the report, so if you have access to a computer and e-mail and 
could help then please e-mail the editor, Steve White. 

 As I mentioned last year, the General Report was very well received and another will 
probably be published in 2006. As for the Avifauna, Steve White and Barry McCarthy have 
been putting in an immense effort these last twelve months to get the species accounts written 
and checked. I’m happy to say that this is at an advanced stage now. Details of pre-publication 
and membership offers will be circulated soon. We anticipate publication early in 2006. 

 At the this year’s Annual General Meeting of the society, it was decided to raise the 
subscription rates for the first time in 16 years. Membership of the Lancashire and Cheshire 
Fauna Society will be £10 per annum from 2006 onwards – this will include a copy of the 
Lancashire Bird Report and any General reports. Members taking the Cheshire Bird Report as 
well will pay £17. The Society is non-profit making charity, manned totally by volunteers who 
give many hours of their time freely. It provides data that are key in many aspects of 
conservation in the North West. So if you aren’t already a member, please consider joining us 
and supporting the work we do. Details can be obtained from the web site or directly from the 
Honorary Secretary. 

Our web-site address is www.lacfs.org.uk  
 

Officials of the Lancashire and Cheshire Fauna Society 
Chairman:  
Dr Frank Walsh, 80 Arundel Road, Lytham St. Annes, Lancs, FY8 1BN 
Tel: 01253 737765 email: frank@walsh.me.uk 

Secretary:  
Dave Bickerton, 64 Petre Crescent, Rishton, Lancs, BB1 4RB 
Tel: 01254 886257 email: bickertond@aol.com 

Treasurer:  
John Wright, 68 Dukes Brow, Blackburn, Lancs, BB2 6DH 
Tel: 01254 580268 email: jamespwright@lineone.net 

Report Editor and Lancashire Bird Recorder: 
Steve White, 102 Minster Court, Crown Street, Liverpool, L7 3QD 
Tel: 0151-707 2744 (home) or 0151-920 3769 (work) email:stephen.white2@tesco.net 
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SUBMISSION OF RECORDS 
The task of compiling the report is becoming ever more daunting with the increasing number 
of records coming into us. With the authorship of the report split between nine people and the 
growing number of people using bird recording software or word-processing, the preferred 
method of submission is via e-mail, though posting a disc or written records are still perfectly 
acceptable. Please can you ensure that records are submitted in systematic order. Files sent by 
e-mail or on disc should be in Word or simple text format and can be zipped up to save 
downloading time. Paper records should preferably be on one side of A4. In order to keep to 
our very strict deadlines so that the report can be published during September, all records from 
individuals should reach us by the end of February and reserve or area reports by the end of 
March. All records in whatever format you wish to use should be sent to the County Recorder. 
 
BRITISH BIRDS RARITIES 
Descriptions of nationally rare species (for the list, see British Birds Rarities Reports) should be 
submitted to the British Birds Rarities Committee via the County Recorder at the address 
above. 

The following records have been accepted by the BBRC since the publication of our last report: 
 Ferruginous Duck, Brockholes Quarry, 12-17 September 2004 
 Great White Egret, Seaforth, 28 October 2004 
 Great Knot, Skippool Creek and Shard Bridge, 31 July and 16-17 August 2004 
 Semipalmated Sandpiper, Brockholes Quarry, 25 July 2004 
 Red-rumped Swallow, Marton Mere, 18-19 April 2004 

The following records are still under consideration by the BBRC and/or the BOURC: 
 Ferruginous Duck, Martin Mere, 2003-2004 
 Great White Egret, Oxcliffe Marsh and Leighton Moss, 27-30 May 2004 
 Red-footed Falcon, Bispham Marsh, 12 June 2005 
 Collared Pratincole, Freckleton, 23 May 2005 
 Caspian Tern, Eric Morecambe complex and Leighton Moss, 16 July 2005 
 Yellow Wagtail (lutea), Downholland Moss, 23 April 2003 
 Penduline Tit, Leighton Moss, 11 November 2004 
 Blue Jay, Thornton and Ainsdale, 5-7 June 2003 

The following records were not accepted by the BBRC: 
 Red-breasted Goose, Martin Mere, Marshside, Knowsley Park, 2003-2004 (presumed 

escape) 
 Great Knot, Shard Bridge, 19 August 2004 
 Penduline Tit, Seaforth, 28 October 2004 
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COUNTY DESCRIPTION SPECIES 
Descriptions of species considered to be county rarities (see list below) should be sent to the 
County Recorder, preferably as soon after the sighting as possible. Most descriptions now come 
in by the preferred email route, some with digital images attached, but paper records are 
perfectly acceptable. The increase in digital submissions has meant that the county records 
committee has been able to circulate records and make decisions promptly. Consequently, there 
has been a significant increase in time spent in assessment of each and every record submitted 
with problematical records left to the annual meeting held in May. Current members of the 
committee are Steve White (Chair), Bill Aspin, Chris Batty, Maurice Jones, Barry McCarthy, 
Pete Marsh, Gavin Thomas and John Wright. 
 The job of the committee is to run the rule over every record of a species that requires a 
description and they have an obligation to apply the rules even-handedly. On odd occasions 
this means that a perfectly good record will be fail to be accepted (normally through lack of 
detail). It is very rare that a record is thought to be incorrect, just that it is not 100% proven or 
there is some doubt.  
 Many county rarities get to be seen by many observers and an increasing proportion are 
now photographed, and the committee generally accepts such records on the nod – but it is still 
important that someone writes the record up so that all records can be reviewed by future 
generations.  
 All records of scarce migrants and rare breeding birds are submitted each year for 
publication in British Birds. This makes it vital that we are confident about the accuracy of all 
records. In the past we have had two categories of ‘description species’ but have decided to 
drop the ‘basic details only’ one so that only major county rarities require descriptions. These 
need to be as full as possible - if anyone needs any guidance, please contact the recorder. 
 The records committee has had particular difficulties in making decisions on bird records 
that have been identified from calls/song only. These fall into two main categories: 

• those in which the bird was only heard  
• those where the call has been used to identify a bird seen only in silhouette  

A third category, that of birds only heard singing, accounts for only a tiny percentage of the 
records received.  
 The purpose of this short note is to give guidance to observers on the type of information 
required by the committee to help us assess these records correctly. 
 
Flyover Sightings - With the increase in the number of birders involved in observing visible 
migration the number of flyover records is increasing. The information the committee would 
like in these cases is as follows - 

• the number and type of calls heard 
• a literal description of the call notes (including length) 
• the observer’s familiarity with the species 

If the bird is seen, a description of the 'jizz' of the bird would also be helpful - size, shape, 
mode of flight etc.  
 
Singing - The same criteria would apply to song as to the calls described above. The 
committee is aware of the increase in the use of video cameras that present the opportunity to 
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record the sound as well as sightings of unusual species. The committee would be happy to 
consider sound recordings but we would ask that observers only submit copies of tapes for 
evaluation - in case these go missing in transit. 
 
SPECIES REQUIRING FULL DESCRIPTIONS 
These are all marked with an asterisk in the systematic list. 
 
American Wigeon 
Ring-necked Duck 
Surf Scoter  
Black Grouse 
Red-necked Grebe 
Great Shearwater 
Sooty Shearwater 
Cory’s Shearwater 
Balearic Shearwater 
Purple Heron 
Night Heron 
Honey Buzzard 
Montagu’s Harrier 
White-tailed Eagle 
Golden Eagle 
Rough-legged Buzzard 
Spotted Crake 
Corncrake 
Common Crane 
Stone Curlew 
Kentish Plover 
Temminck’s Stint 
Pectoral Sandpiper 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
Red-necked Phalarope 
Grey Phalarope 
Pomarine Skua (autumn only) 
Long-tailed Skua 
Sabine’s Gull 
Ring-billed Gull 
Roseate Tern 
Black Guillemot 
Little Auk 
Puffin 
Nightjar 
Bee-eater 
Hoopoe 
Wryneck 
Short-toed Lark 
Shore Lark 
Richard’s Pipit 
Tawny Pipit 
Yellow Wagtail 
(except flavissima and flava) 
Nightingale 
Bluethroat 

Cetti’s Warbler 
Aquatic Warbler 
Marsh Warbler 
Icterine Warbler 
Melodious Warbler 
Barred Warbler 
Dartford Warbler 
Pallas’s Warbler 
Yellow-browed Warbler 
Red-breasted Flycatcher 
Golden Oriole 
Red-backed Shrike 
Great Grey Shrike 
Woodchat Shrike 
Chough 
Rose-coloured Starling 
Serin 
Common Rosefinch 
Lapland Bunting 
Ortolan Bunting 
Little Bunting 
Cirl Bunting 

 
 
PHOTOGRAPHS AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
We are grateful to everyone who has provided illustrations and photographs. Virtually all of the 
images used in this report have been generated digitally. The standard is improving all the time, 
and this year we have had submissions from Chris Batty, Mark & Margaret Breaks, Phil 
Tomkinson and Steve Young as well as several others. We always welcome photographs or 
images from all sources; for the more unusual species, they do not need to be of top 
professional quality as they are useful as 'record shots'. 
 Illustrations this year have been kindly donated by Tony Disley (email: tdisley@aol.com) 
and Nicola Breaks. 
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KEY TO STATUS OF BIRDS IN THE SYSTEMATIC LIST  

BREEDING 
Based on Breeding Bird Survey 1997-1999 
Rare: breeding in < 7 tetrads or < 11 pairs 
Scarce: breeding in < 38 tetrads or < 51 
pairs 
Uncommon: < 251 pairs 
Fairly common: < 1001 pairs 
Common: < 5001 pairs 
Abundant: > 5000 pairs 
Occasional: less than annual 
Former: not in last ten years 

PASSAGE/WINTER 
Based on records for last 25 years (1975-
1999) 
Vagrant: < 11 records 
Rare: < 26 records 
Scarce: < 101 records 
Uncommon: < 21 annually 
Fairly common: < 201 annually 
Common: < 2001 annually 
Abundant: > 2000 annually 

 
 
ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THE TEXT  
1S - first-summer, 1W - first-winter, and so on. 
 
GC Golf Course 
GP Gravel Pit 
LNR Local Nature Reserve 
NR Nature Reserve 

NNR National Nature Reserve 
ML Marine Lake 
SW Sewage Works 
Res Reservoir

 
 
 
EMP Eric Morecambe Pools complex 
MBR Morecambe Bay Reserve (RSPB) 
MB(ay)S Morecambe Bay South 

(Lancashire section of 
Morecambe Bay WeBS) 

MMWWT Martin Mere Wildfowl and 
Wetlands Trust Reserve 

MSW Mere Sands Wood (LWT) 
SNR Seaforth Nature Reserve (LWT) 
BBRC British Birds Rarities Committee 
BOURC British Ornithologists Union 

Records Committee 
BTO British Trust for Ornithology 
CBC Common Bird Census (BTO) 

BBS Breeding Bird Survey (BTO) 
WeBS Wetland Bird Survey 
 
CNHS Chorley Natural History Society 
ELOC East Lancs Ornithologists Club 
FBC Fylde Bird Club 
LBWS Lancaster and District 

Birdwatching Society 
LWT  Lancashire, Manchester and 

North Merseyside Wildlife Trust 
ROC  Rossendale Ornithologists Club 
SWLRG South-West Lancashire Ringing 

Group 
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A Guide to Birdwatching Sites in Lancashire and North Merseyside 
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Site  Map No.  Grid ref. 
Ainsdale Dunes NNR  13  SD290100 
Aldcliffe Marsh  67  SD460600 
Eric Morecambe complex 72  SD475730 
Altcar Withins  12  SD325050 
Arkholme  75  SD590720 
Banks Marsh/Old Hollows Farm 
  25  SD390230 
Barnacre Res.  50  SD525478 
Belmont Res.  20  SD670170 
Birkacre  18  SD572150 
Blea Tarn Res.  58  SD495585 
Brock Bottoms  51  SD550430 
Brockholes Quarry  38  SD585305 
Cabin Hill NNR  10  SD280050 
Carr Mill Dam  8  SJ525980 
Champion Moor  65  SD745525 
Claughton Hall Heronry  49  SD525425 
Cleveley Mere  59  SD500500 
Clowbridge Res.  34  SD830280 
Cockersands/Bank End  57  SD430530 
Cowm Res.  22  SD880190 
Dunsop Valley  63  SD655500 
Eccleston Mere  6  SJ482950 
Fairhaven Lake  23  SD340273 
Fazakerley  4  SJ390965 
Fishmoor Res.  32  SD700260 
Fleetwood ICI Pools  45  SD335455 
Formby Point  9  SD270065 
Foulridge Res.  54  SD890415 
Freckleton Naze  27  SD435275 
Hambleton Marsh  46  SD365415 
Hest Bank  68  SD470670 
Heysham NR & Harbour  55  SD405595 
Higher Hodder Bridge  52  SD695412 
Hightown  11  SD295030 
Jenny Brown’s Point  70  SD460735 
Langden Valley  62  SD630510 
Lea Green Flash and Tip  7  SJ503920 
Lee Green Res.  43  SD880335 
 
 
 

 
Leighton Moss (RSPB)  73  SD480750 
Longridge Res.  39  SD605360 
Longton Marsh  28  SD450265 
Lytham St Annes NR  36  SD310305 
Marshside (RSPB)  24  SD355205 
Martholme/Altham  41  SD760330 
Martin Mere (WWT)  16  SD425145 
Marton Mere  37  SD345353 
Mere Sands Wood (LWT)  17  SD448160 
Morecambe Stone Jetty  66  SD425635 
Newton/Clifton Marsh  29  SD455290 
Ogden/Calf Hey/Holden Wood Res. 
  33  SD765225 
Otterspool  1  SJ370860 
Pendle Hill  53  SD805415 
Pilling Lane Ends  47  SD415495 
Pilling Moss/Eagland Hill  48  SD425450 
Pine Lake/Dockacres  74  SD515725 
Plex Moss  15  SD340105 
Prescot Res.  5  SJ470940 
Rimrose Valley  3  SJ335995 
Rishton Res.  40  SD715300 
Rivington/Anglezarke Res.  19  SD620155 
Roddlesworth Res.  30  SD650220 
Rossall Point  44  SD310475 
Rowley Lake  42  SD860330 
Seaforth NR/Crosby Marine Lake 
  2  SJ315975 
Skerton Weir  69  SD480630 
Southport Marine Lake  14  SD335180 
Squires Gate  35  SD303320 
Stocks Res.  64  SD730560 
Sunderland Point  56  SD420550 
Sunnyhurst Woods/Darwen Moor 
  31  SD680230 
Ward’s stone  61  SD590590 
Warton Bank & Marshes  26  SD400270 
Wayoh/Jumbles Res.  21  SD735160 
Woodwell  71  SD463743 
Wyreside Fisheries/Street Bridge GP 
  60  SD515520 

The sites shown on the map have been determined according to the frequency that they have 
appeared in the systematic list over the past few years. Full grid references have been included 
to help you pinpoint any site. 
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Review of the Year, 2004 
John Wright 

(Weather information courtesy of Ted Boden) 

January 
A changeable, wet and windy month, with a short cold snap at the end. 
 An early highlight was the reappearance of the drake Ring-necked Duck on Upper 
Rivington Reservoir on the 2nd. Another county rarity soon followed with the sighting of a 
‘Blue Fulmar’ off Starr Gate, Blackpool on the 13th.  
 Numbers of Bewick’s Swans have been dwindling in the county in recent years so a flock 
of 241 at Hesketh Bank on the 17th was a welcome sight. Pink-footed Geese were also well 
represented: a coordinated count on the 25th estimated a total of 32640 birds. 

February 
Began with very unsettled weather. The second half of the month was dominated by a high 
pressure system, with light winds at first being followed by biting northerly winds and very cold 
frosty nights. 
 An interesting mix of records began with both Black-throated and Great Northern Divers 
off Formby Point on the 5th. On the same date Mere Sands Wood notched up a reserve record 
of 9 Jack Snipe.  

Unusual records included the Spoonbill continuing to winter on the Ribble and a male 
Marsh Harrier roosting at Crossens Marsh on the 10th. Also, 22 Brent Geese over Belmont on 
the 15th constituted an unprecedented record so far inland.  

European White-fronted Geese performed well with 9 on Aldcliffe Marsh and 7 at 
Eagland Hill. Rock Pipits also made a good showing with 26 at Stodday over high tide on the 
21st. Flocks of 250 Linnets at Eagland Hill on the 21st and 89 Stock Doves at nearby Bradshaw 
Lane on the 24th were also notable.     

March 
Began with eight totally dry days in the first eleven. There was then light rain on most days with 
gales on the 19th & 29th. 
 The two over-wintering Great Grey Shrikes in east Lancashire, at Stocks Reservoir and 
Chipping, attracted a steady stream of admirers. The same was true of the two Shore Larks 
which remained on St Anne’s Beach until the 15th.  

Strong winds pushed Red-throated Divers inland, with records at Pine Lake, Brockholes 
Quarry and on the River Lune at Aldcliffe between the 20th & 23rd. 

As the month moved on birds of prey began to display. Records of Goshawk at three 
sites provided evidence that this elusive species can still be found in the north and east of the 
county. 

Towards the end of the month birders could find Smew at Lower Healey Lodges and 
Stocks Reservoir and Garganey at MMWWT, Marshside and Myerscough Quarry.  
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April 
Initially showery weather with breezy south-westerly winds. A change to northerly winds 
brought cooler weather for the second week. Wet weather then returned until the 21st with the 
rest of the month being largely dry and warm. 

Osprey passage peaked in April with approximately twenty of these majestic birds of 
prey recorded. More were recorded in the east of the county than the west, with several 
sightings at Stocks Reservoir including two on the 9th. Other birds on the move included Little 
Gulls with a peak of 274 at Seaforth on the 17th.  

Rarities were also a feature of the month. An overshooting Red-rumped Swallow, found 
at Marton Mere on the 17th, generated a lot of interest being only the third county record. 
Perhaps even more surprising was the discovery of a singing Yellow-browed Warbler in 
Skelmersdale on the 26th. A White Stork seen on Edisford Playing Fields on the 30th was the 
first of several sightings. It is likely that all related to a pair of ‘feral’ birds that attempted to 
breed in West Yorkshire  

Two Dotterel discovered in a roadside field at Abbeystead on the 29th provided an 
opportunity to see this species without the usual hike. Nearby, a Hooded Crow was also in 
Bowland at Botton Head. 

May 
Wet weather at the start of the month eventually gave way to drier weather often accompanied 
by a cool northerly wind. Dry weather persisted for the rest of the month with plenty of 
sunshine.  
 The skua passage through Morecambe Bay was well recorded throughout the spring. The 
highlights comprised an impressive 9 Pomarine Skuas off Jenny Brown’s Point on the 4th, 
followed by an immaculate adult Long-tailed Skua at the same site on the 9th.  
 The news for early breeders was generally positive with both MMWWT and Marshside 
setting new records for Lapwings with 131 and 100 pairs respectively. Stonechats continue to 
thrive with 39 pairs on territory on the United Utilities Bowland estate and 30+ pairs in the 
West Pennine Moors. Mediterranean Gulls also showed further signs of consolidation, 
establishing territories at three of the county’s Black-headed Gull colonies during the month. It 
was not all good news however, with the only Turtle Dove records of the year occurring at 
Lydiate on the 26th and St Helens on the 31st.  

Rarity interest was provided by a Hoopoe at Hothersall on the 11th, two Pectoral 
Sandpipers at Mythop from the 5th and a Great White Egret at Leighton Moss from the 27th.  

June 
The first half of the month was warm and dry with temperatures in the 70s on the 7th & 8th. It 
was all change from the 17th with wet and cool conditions persisting to the end of the month.  
 Avocets continue to prosper with 13 pairs at Marshside, 9 pairs at Leighton Moss and the 
first inland breeding, with 3 pairs on the new wetland at MMWWT. Pied Flycatchers are also 
doing well with 17 nest boxes occupied in woods on the northern and western sides of Stocks 
Reservoir. However, not all species are increasing and only 5 pairs of Willow Tit were reported 
in the south-west.  

Rare wildfowl are not usually a feature in June so the presence of an American Wigeon 
at Marton Mere from the 1st and a Green-winged Teal at Stocks Reservoir from the 6th 
generated a lot of interest. An even greater surprise occurred on the late afternoon of the 29th 
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when a Stone Curlew was located near Solomon’s Temple on Withnell Moor. This was the first 
for east Lancashire and only the tenth for the county.  

July 
Cool rainy weather in the first part of the month was followed by dryer and warmer conditions 
during the last week. 
 An extraordinary month started with reports of Long-eared Owl having an excellent 
breeding season in the north and east of the county with ‘squeaky gates’ heard at ten sites.  

Then all attention turned to Brockholes Quarry with a Pectoral Sandpiper present on 
the 9th, followed by a Manx Shearwater on the 17th. However, these sightings were eclipsed by 
the presence of a Semipalmated Sandpiper on the 25th. This first for the county was not 
identified immediately, and quickly moved on, but photographs later confirmed the 
identification.  

If that was remarkable what happened next was truly extraordinary. On the early 
morning of the 31st a Great Knot was discovered on the Wyre Estuary at Skippool Creek. 
Another county first and only the third for Britain! Unfortunately it did not stay around for 
long and only a lucky few saw the bird that day.  

August 
The first week was warm with temperatures reaching 80 on the 8th. Downpours, storms and 
floods for the rest of the month resulted in the wettest August for nearly 50 years. 
 Excellent news from Bowland early in the month was that Hen Harriers fledged 28 young 
from 11 nests. This was the most for two decades and all the more important as this was the 
only site in England to hold breeding Hen Harriers in 2004.  
 The early autumn wader theme continued with a notable passage of Wood Sandpipers. A 
peak of 5 was recorded at Brockholes Quarry on the 8-9th with others at Delph Reservoir, 
MMWWT, Marshside and the Eric Morecambe complex. Pectoral Sandpipers also performed 
with two at Conder Pool and one at Mythop. However, the undoubted highlight of the month 
(and year) was the return of the Great Knot to Skippool  Creek on the 16th-17th. This time the 
bird showed well for its many admirers.  
 Migration also began to get underway with the highlight being Wrynecks at Leighton 
Moss on the 14th and Whyndyke Farm on the 17th. 

September 
The first 9 nine days of the month brought fine sunny weather with temperatures rising to 70 
on the 5th. From the 11th westerly type weather set in for the rest of the month with rain or 
showers on most days.  
 A count of 72 Little Terns at Formby on the 2nd was the largest day-total anywhere in the 
county since 1995. Nearby, the 2936 Black-tailed Godwits recorded on the Ribble WeBS count 
signified the area is of international importance for this species. With the exception of a 
Ferruginous Duck at Brockholes Quarry (from the 12th) the rest of the month was dominated 
by seabirds.  
 From the 12th to 28th all the major sites – Heysham, Rossall, Blackpool, and Seaforth – 
reported good numbers of Leach’s Petrels, peaking with 300+ off Seaforth on the 22nd. The 
rarest sighting during this period was a Balearic Shearwater off Formby on 20 Sept. However, 
the highlight for most observers was the number of Sabine’s Gulls and Long-tailed Skuas 
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recorded. A minimum of 12 Sabine’s Gulls were seen, providing Lancashire’s best autumn since 
1988. The peaks were two juveniles and an adult off Rossall on the 21st and three juveniles in 
the mouth of the Mersey on the 22nd. Long-tailed Skuas were also well represented with 
counts of three and four juveniles from Rossall and Crosby respectively during this period. 
Surprisingly, the only Grey Phalarope recorded was inland at Mythop on the 22nd. This period 
also produced four records of Gannets in east Lancashire, where previously there had only ever 
been five records!  

October 
A mild but rather damp month with gales on the 3rd. 
 In contrast to September, October was relatively quiet but three rarities were recorded. A 
Great White Egret flew north over Seaforth on the 15th and a Barred Warbler was discovered 
at Marton Mere on the 24th. During the month there were reports of ‘Northern’ Bullfinches 
from many east coast locations and a male flew over Heysham on the 28th. Two further 
‘Northern’ types were then located at Stocks Reservoir on the 31st 

November 
A mild start with very little rain changed on the 16th when an inch of rain was recorded in the 
east of the county. Snow on the 18th began a cold snap when temperatures fell below freezing 
on four successive nights. The end of the month saw a return to dry and mild conditions.  
 The month began with a group of four Little Egrets heading south off Formby Point on 
the 5th. A Grey Phalarope then showed well at Marshside from the 8th. Further excitement 
was then generated by another county first, a Penduline Tit at Leighton Moss on the 11th.  

A number of high counts of commoner species were also made, including 820 
Cormorants at Seaforth and 328 Mute Swans in Morecambe Bay. Also significant were a flock 
of 1000 Rooks at Prescot Reservoirs on the 23rd and an impressive 10500 Golden Plovers 
recorded in the Pilling/Cockerham/Bank End area on the 29th. 

December 
Generally mild and dry but with some frosty nights. Unsettled weather in the in the third week 
produced the first white Christmas for many parts of the county since 2001. 

A month of great contrasts began with the remarkable discovery of two Richard’s Pipits 
at Coal Clough Wind Farm on the 1st, only the sixth time birds have occurred together in the 
county. Nearby, a fabulous flock of 250 Waxwings could be seen at Burnley Fire Station, 
including birds ringed in Aberdeen earlier in the autumn.  

Also in the east a massive 160000 Starlings came in to roost between the 11th & 13th 
around School Lane car park in the Gisburn Forest. This flock highlighted the fantastic 
spectacle winter birding in the county can provide. This was further demonstrated by the 
December WeBS data, with counts of 37874 Oystercatchers in Morecambe Bay and 329 
Shovelers on the Ribble.  

 An excellent year was rounded off with a Little Auk watched at close range as it 
swam around under Southport Pier on the 30th. 
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Systematic List 
D.A. Bickerton, A. Bunting, S. Dunstan, R. Harris 

C. Liggett, P.J. Marsh, B. McCarthy, S.J. Martin, S.J. White

MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor 
Uncommon breeding resident, common winter visitor. 
International importance: 2500. National importance: 260 

Monthly Peak Counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
M Bay S 116 249 117 107 159 101 45 109 185 183 328 193 
Ribble WeBS* 165 21 76 88 102 11 / / 130 114 81 48 
Southport ML** 121 97 73 86 88 123 149 137 177 116 138 156 
* Ribble WeBS counts do not include Southport Marine Lake.  
** SML counts do not include cygnets   

The largest site counts away from Southport Marine Lake were 170 in the Glasson-Thurnham 
area on 7 Jan with 173 there on 24 Nov, 68 at Warton Bank on 28 Feb, and 50 on 7 Aug and 4 
Sept at Freckleton. Smaller counts in the coastal west included 29 at Crosby Marine Lake/SNR 
in July, 20 at Bourbles Pit, Preesall on 17 Oct and 21 at Myerscough Quarry on 2 Nov. Few 
were seen in the St Helens area, with eight at Newton Lake on 22 Sept the largest count, while 
in Liverpool there were eleven at Sefton Park on 12 Jan and 14 on the canal at Vauxhall on 26 
Oct. 

As usual only small numbers were seen in central or east Lancashire, with nine at 
Birkacre on 29 Nov, nine on Rishton Reservoir on 13 Feb and four on Rivington Reservoir on 
1 Jan and at Sawley on the River Ribble in February and March.  

Five corpses were found underneath overhead wires east of Marton Mere on 13 March.  
Breeding seemed to be poor in 2004, with many pairs rearing smaller broods or failing 

to breed at all. It is not known why this should be although some failures were attributed to 
human interference, for example, one of the four cygnets at Princes Park, Liverpool was shot. 
A pair at Burnley had seven cygnets but probably reared only one; another pair at Lowerhouse 
Lodge, Burnley reared one out of four, whilst the eggs failed to hatch for two pairs on the River 
Calder at Martholme and at Wood End, Burnley.  

During a survey on 25-26 June of 25 km of the Leeds-Liverpool canal from Liverpool to 
Lydiate only six juveniles plus a pair with four cygnets were found. Two pairs bred at Marton 
Mere and Glasson, and single pairs at Fairhaven Lake, Woodplumpton and Conder Green. 
Southport Marine Lake seemed to buck the regional trend and there were still 15 cygnets there 
with 137 adults in August.  
 
BEWICK’S SWAN Cygnus columbianus  
Common but declining winter visitor. 
International importance: 290. National importance: 70. 

Monthly Peak Counts 
  Jan Feb Mar   Oct Nov Dec 
MMWWT  102 1 0   2 24 22   
Ribble  252 168 60   0 0 44 
Over Wyre  22 12 0   1 10 10  
South Fylde  50 26 3   0 3 0  
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After the very low numbers last year Bewick’s Swans made a partial recovery during the first 
winter period of 2004, especially the Ribble/MMWWT flocks, but very few were seen in the 
second winter period.  

Although some birds continue to roost at MMWWT, very few now feed in the vicinity, 
the majority moving to forage on the Ribble with those that also roost there. Up to 24 fed on 
potatoes on Plex Moss on 6-8 Jan and an adult was on Downholland Moss on 2 March. Birds 
left MMWWT very early in the winter, with only one seen there following the exodus of the last 
50 on 31 Jan. Sixty were still feeding on Longton Marsh on 15 March but these had left by the 
20th. North of the Ribble 50 were feeding on winter wheat at Freckleton on 26 Jan and up to 
26 were on Lytham Moss during January and February with a flock of up to 100 Whooper 
Swans. In Over Wyre up to 22 were also with Whoopers in the Pilling area until 11 Feb, and up 
to three were on Aldcliffe Marsh from 4 Jan to 14 March.  

Amongst 241 birds at Hesketh Bank on 17 Jan, there were 60 juveniles (25%), 
continuing the trend for the Lancashire flocks to contain a higher percentage of juveniles than 
the population average.  

The first returning bird was a second-year at MMWWT on 8 Oct. The second winter 
period was very disappointing with the Ribble flock peaking at 44 at Hundred End and 
Hesketh Bank on 30 Dec, and the maximum at MMWWT just 24 on 26 Nov. During 
November most of this small flock fed with up to 760 Whoopers at Low Meadows near 
Burscough on an unharvested wheat field. A pair of adults ringed in winter 2003/4 at 
Slimbridge in Gloucestershire were seen at Low Meadows on 26 Nov and at Slimbridge the 
following day.  

Very few were seen on the Fylde during the second winter period, and the only other 
records were five flying in from the sea at Morecambe on 19 Nov and four at SNR on 11 Nov. 
   
WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus cygnus 
Common and increasing winter visitor. 
International importance 210: National importance: 55 

Monthly Peak Counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr  Sept Oct Nov Dec 
MMWWT 1770* 1760 1435 120  10 712 1740 1750 
Ribble 114 116 286 12  0 4 2 43  
S Fylde 102 114 8 9  0 46 196 125 
Over Wyre 84 34 0 0  0 32 243 116  
* Equals site record 

The county record was broken yet again on 23 Jan when 1770 were at MMWWT and an 
additional 63 at Pilling. The majority of the MMWWT birds fed in the vicinity of the reserve 
but about 100 were on a field of winter wheat at Freckleton during January and February. 
Probably the same birds were on Longton Marsh between January and March where they were 
joined by up to 150 others, and up to 102 fed and roosted in the Mythop area near Blackpool in 
early January. The heavy winter rains meant that there were many flooded potato fields in the 
Over Wyre area and up to 83 fed there until mid-February.  

A total of 193 was seen on passage heading north over the sea at Blackpool on 18 
March. The last nine left MMWWT on the late date on 30 April, leaving just four injured birds 
to oversummer. There were 284 juveniles (19%) amongst 1489 birds at or near MMWWT on 4 
Feb.  

The first back in autumn were six at MMWWT on the early date of 24 Sept. Numbers 
built up quickly to 610 by 21 October, mostly feeding on a flooded wheat field at Low 
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Meadows, Burscough, where there were also up to 900 in November and December. The 
MMWWT flock grew to an unprecedented size for the time of the year when 1740 birds were 
present at dawn on 26 Nov. On the same day there were 121 at Ream Hills, Mythop and what 
was thought to be a different flock of 153 at Pilling on the following day – so it is a fair 
assumption that there were at least 2000 birds in Lancashire in late November. Very few birds 
fed on or near the Ribble Estuary during the second winter period and the largest flock 
observed in this area was of 43 on 30 Dec. There were 178 (20%) juveniles amongst 862 birds 
on 23 Dec. 

Away from the major haunts, there were only three records for the year at Marshside, 
with twelve on 4 Jan, 15 on 30 Oct and six on 13 Nov. Other records in the south-west were 
up to seven on Downholland Moss in October and November; seven over Rimrose Valley, 
Litherland on 30 Oct with four there on 13 Nov; seven at Carr Mill Dam on 20 Feb; one on 
Prescot Reservoirs on 23 April with three juveniles there on 13 Oct and three adults on 15 Nov 
and 2 Dec; three over Rainford on 15 Oct; and singles at SNR on 8 & 15 Oct with two there 
on 14 Oct, five flying over on 18 Oct, 15 over on 30 Oct and three on 15 Nov.  

Further inland, 35 flew over Belmont on 9 March, 18 over Stronsey Bank, near 
Anglezarke on 28 March, two over Eccleston on 14 Nov, three near Haslingden on 14 Nov 
and four over Edenfield on 27 Nov. Whooper Swans were seen at Brockholes on one date in 
January and two dates in October. 

There were only four records at Stocks Reservoir this year – one on 14 March, 28 over 
on 27 March, eleven on 4 Nov and four on 29 Nov, whilst elsewhere in east Lancashire there 
were six reports of birds in the first winter period and seven in the second winter period, 
mostly of birds in flight or settled for less than one day. There is evidence of increased numbers 
of birds on passage over east Lancashire, and this is not surprising considering the increase in 
numbers on the lowlands.  
 
BEAN GOOSE Anser fabalis 
Uncommon winter visitor. 

Most records for the first winter period emanated from MMWWT. The first was a juvenile 
rossicus (Tundra) on 2 Jan, an adult of the same race on 19 Feb, and up to three fabalis (Taiga) on 
seven dates from 12 Jan to 19 Feb, whilst two fabalis were at Crossens on 15 Feb. Single(s) of 
indeterminate race were at Pilling on 25 Jan and at Moss Edge, near Eagland Hill on 8 March 
with perhaps the same bird still near Pilling on 7-8 April.  

In the second winter period a fabalis was at MMWWT from 19-28 Oct and this or 
another there on 31 Dec. On the Fylde a fabalis was at Pilling on at least four dates in 
November and December and two rossicus at Eagland Hill on 20 Dec. 
 
PINK-FOOTED GOOSE Anser brachyrhynchus 
Abundant winter visitor. 
International importance: 2400. National importance: 1900 

Monthly Peak Counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
MMWWT 7200 5000 1100 320 50 9 9 5 20000 20000 16000 8000 
Ribble WeBS 4647 59 464 1647 1 1 / / 0 1180 3507 5017 
 
2003. The 2003 report contained the statement that “a coordinated count on 18 Sept produced 
a total of 27600 in the county”. This should have read 18 Oct.  
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2004. The co-ordinated count on 25 Jan estimated a total for Lancashire of 32640 birds – the 
sixth highest January total. These included 17000 on the Fylde with 6500 flying from the roost 
on Pilling Sands to feed at Eagland Hill, 350 from Pilling Sands to feed at Thurnham, 3500 
from Barnaby’s Sands to Stalmine and 2700 at a new roost site by Shard Bridge on the River 
Wyre flying to feed at Singleton. In addition to these counts at least 20000 roosted on Pilling 
Sands on 24 Jan, up to 4000 fed at Colloway Marsh, Lancaster during the week ending 25 Jan 
and 650 were seen at Aldcliffe Marsh on 1 Jan.  

The estimated roost totals for other sites in Lancashire on 25 Jan were as follows: 4640 
on the Alt Estuary, 6000 at MMWWT and 2000 on the Ribble Estuary.  

Feeding flocks included up to 5200 at Plex Moss from 6-10 Feb and up to 3000 on or 
near the Ribble Estuary in mid-February. Up to 600 were at Mythop in February. At Pilling 
there were at least 11000 on 17 Feb, about 16000 on 27 Feb and up to 6500 right through 
March. A very large flock of 2000 remained at Pilling on 6 May – the last wild birds reported in 
the county. In recent years the pattern at MMWWT has been for the highest number of birds 
to occur during October to mid-November, then for birds to move to Norfolk, returning in 
January. In 2004 the birds did return but most seemed to go to the Fylde, presumably because 
of food availability.  

Twenty-five skeins numbering 2250 birds were seen flying west over east Lancashire 
during the first winter period, representing double the number for each of the previous two 
years. 

The first to return were two groups of 24 and eight flying over Plex Moss to 
Downholland Moss on the very early date of 28 August. There have been a number of 
sightings of Pink-footed Geese in late August in recent years, which have previously been 
thought to have been feral birds moving around the county, but these sightings are now too 
regular for this to be likely. The fact that the breeding season in Iceland was also early in 2004 
due to an early spring adds weight to the conclusion that these were wild birds.  

The next were seven at Fluke Hall on 6 Sept and thirty at MMWWT the next day. The 
organised counts produced county totals of 37968 on 16 Oct and 29000 on 14 Nov. The 
October total consisted of 136000 on the Pilling/Wyre roosts, 6600 on the Ribble, 15500 at 
MMWWT, 900 at Downholland and 1360 at Altcar, while in November there were 16760 at 
Pilling/Wyre, 4300 on the Ribble, 64440 at MMWWT and 1500 at Altcar. 

By the end of September there was a record number for the month of 20000 at 
MMWWT, and goose-watching in October and November proved to be the best for many 
years with flocks of 10000-17000 birds consistently feeding there. Elsewhere in the south-west, 
there were 6000 at Pool Hey Lane, Scarisbrick on 21-22 Oct, 14000 at Halsall on 5 Nov and 
11200 at Rainford on 19 Nov. Several large flocks were seen flying over Rimrose Valley, 
Litherland to and from the Alt roost, including 1100 on 24 Oct and 2500 on 4 Nov. Large 
feeding assemblies in Over Wyre included 2400 on 7 Oct, 10000 on 23 Oct 15000 on 23 Nov 
and 12000 on 18 Dec.  

Many flocks were seen throughout the county on autumn migration and passage to and 
from Norfolk. Flocks totalling approximately 300 birds were seen flying east in late September 
in the Chorley area, and several hundred flew south and east on 7 Nov over Croston Moss. In 
the east, 46 skeins totalling 7680 birds were recorded in the second winter period, also a great 
increase on each of the two previous years. Fourteen of these were flying west, 25 east and five 
north. A number of skeins were reported along the Rossendale valley, mostly heading west in 
the first winter period and east in the second. The largest movement involved many thousands 
of birds on 8 Nov. An interesting sighting of 72 birds flying north-east over Burnley on 17 Oct, 
presumably involved birds heading across the Pennines towards Norfolk.  
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WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser albifrons 
Uncommon winter visitor. 

Russian race. 
A group of nine, which intriguingly contained only two adults (it is very unlikely that all seven 
of these juveniles were from one brood), was on Aldcliffe Marsh from 3 Jan to 21 Feb. Up to 
seven, including four juveniles, were near Eagland Hill or Pilling from 25 Jan to 19 Feb and up 
to eight (including five juveniles) were in the same area from 4 -18 March with a single juvenile 
still there on the 21st. MMWWT had up to four on seven dates from 24 Jan to 20 Feb.  

Fewer were seen in the second winter period, all were at MMWWT: one on 18 Oct and 
4 Nov, two on 1 Dec and an adult with a black neck-collar on 30 Dec.  
Greenland race. 
A juvenile was near Singleton on 1 Jan, three of unknown age at MMWWT on 13 Jan and two 
juveniles on Crossens Marsh on 15 Feb. Two adults were at Pilling on 17, 24 -25 & 31 March, a 
juvenile at Cockerham on 6-8 March and two juveniles at Pilling from 17 March to 3 May.  

The only records in the late year were singles at Pilling on 7 & 20 Nov MMWWT from 
mid-Dec until the 24th.  
 
GREYLAG GOOSE Anser anser 
Scarce feral breeder and uncommon winter visitor. 

Monthly peak counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
MMWWT 600 179 38 12 15 16 200 380 620 560 460 530 
Southport ML* 14 74 163 121 129 370 62 10 7 11 9 4 
M Bay (WeBS) 172 502 131 13 114 13 141 324 265 88 576 369 
Ribble (WeBS) 97 0 2 35 69 37 / / 73 85 43 26  
*This site had a number of goslings during the summer and these are not included. 

A single bird with Pink-footed Geese at Crossens on 7 & 9 Dec may have been wild. The 
largest counts in north Lancashire were 179 on Aldcliffe Marsh on 18 Jan and 283 on the Eric 
Morecambe complex on 6 December, but it is not known how many of these related to the 
wild birds that winter in the area. 

No counts were received from Marshside but these are included within the totals for the 
Ribble. Other significant counts from the south-west included 20 at Prescot Reservoirs on 10 
Jan (but no information was received from the main area of Knowsley Park) and ten at MSW in 
May. Peak counts in Over Wyre were 248 on Bourbles Pit, Preesall in November 52 on 23 Sept 
at Wilkinson’s Pit, Preesall, 342 at Fluke Hall, Pilling on 22 Sept, 104 at Nateby on 27 Dec, and 
118 on 5 Nov at Calcald’s Farm, Pilling. In east Lancashire skeins of 130 flew over Belmont on 
22 & 26 Nov and an annual maximum of 23 adults plus six juvs were on Stocks Reservoir on 8 
June. Odd ones or twos were reported from a number of sites around the county.  

Breeding took place at the usual sites, including 16 pairs at Leighton Moss and two at 
Stocks Reservoir, where one pair raised six young. Five pairs raised 28 young at two sites at 
Pilling, three pairs 15 young at Wilkinson’s Pit, Preesall and two pairs three young at Prescot, 
and there were 33 young with 129 adults at Southport Marine Lake in May. 
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GREATER CANADA GOOSE Branta canadensis 
Fairly common breeder and common winter visitor. 

Monthly peak counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Fairhaven Lake 165 172 141 / / 456 357 107 97 70 132 112 
Stocks Res 188 80 184 44 107 290 373 177 226 248 155 180  
Foulridge Res 385 114 227 / / 208 215 139 193 218 362 161 
Rishton Res 55 131 / 31 / / / 97 269 300+ / 5 
M Bay (WeBS)  105 13 13 15 23 7 5 273 57 144 147 293 
Belmont Res 38 73 118 108 172 240 206 105 46 24 4 14 
Southport ML 64 115 53 58 62 184 80 121 38 93 108 98 

The principal haunts for this species are the reservoirs in the east of the county and many sites 
other than those listed above held large, mobile flocks. Notable counts from other east 
Lancashire reservoirs were: Barrowford – 450 on 15 Oct; Walverden – 350 on 16 Feb and not 
less than 300 on 19 Dec; and Whitemoor – 127 on 11 Jan and 107 on 28 Nov. There were 
comparatively few in Rossendale, with a post-breeding flock of 65 on 12 Sept at Haslingden 
Grane the largest. Birkacre frequently held up to 70, 250 were at Anglezarke on 18 July and up 
to 300 at Withnell Fold in August and September. 

In the south-west annual maxima included 186 at MMWWT in September, a colossal 
477 (a reserve record) at MSW on 19 Sept, 142 at SNR on 1 July, 248 at Eccleston Mere on 19 
Nov, 100 at Prescot Reservoirs on 10 Jan and 4 Sept; 75 at Sefton Park, Liverpool on 25 Oct 
and 380 at Marshside on 5 Aug. On the Fylde there were 66 at Bourbles Pit, Preesall in 
November, 170 at Myerscough Quarry on 8 Oct and 115 at Ream Hills, Mythop on 19 Sept. 
Brockholes Quarry had a peak of 80 in November.  

Breeding took place at many sites. None of the 64 pairs that bred in the West Pennine 
Moors hatched young thanks to control measures undertaken, apart from at Delph Reservoir 
where four pairs raised nine young. A clutch of eight eggs (the largest ever found at the site) 
was amongst those controlled. Three broods were raised on the Haslingden reservoirs, whilst a 
total of 31 young were reported from east Lancashire. Two pairs fledged a total of twelve 
young at Pilling, there were 27 young with 184 adults on Southport Marine Lake in June and at 
least five pairs bred at Marshside.  

There were no reports of possibly wild birds this year. 
 
BARNACLE GOOSE Branta leucopsis 
Uncommon winter visitor and scarce feral breeder. 

Birds thought to be of wild origin were recorded as follows: singles at Pilling and Cockerham 
from 2 Jan to 12 March, Plex Moss, Halsall on 7 & 10 Feb, Cockersands on 9 Oct (with nine at 
Staynall the same day), MMWWT on 12 Oct, and finally at Barnaby’s Sands and Fleetwood on 
14-26 Nov, moving between Winmarleigh, Pilling and Cockerham on 9-27 Dec.  

The usual flock of feral birds frequented Prescot Reservoirs in the spring and summer 
and MMWWT in the autumn and winter. At both sites the flock numbered 58 birds. The feral 
flock from Stanley Park, Blackpool visited Marton Mere on various dates and on 11 Jan 
numbered 40 birds. There were 18 at Stocks Reservoir on 4 March and 24 there on 25 Aug, and 
odd birds were reported from a number of sites around the county. 
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BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla 
Uncommon winter visitor. 

An exceptional record was of 22 birds, race unknown, flying over Belmont on 15 Feb. Two 
birds of undetermined race were at Pilling on 14 Nov. 
Dark-bellied race (bernicla). 
Two birds, thought to be of this race, landed on the ice on Ward’s Reservoir, Belmont, on 1 
Jan. A singleton was on Rishton Reservoir on 28 Dec and was only the fifth record for the 
ELOC area. One was at Pilling on 27 Feb and two were on the Ribble at Lytham on 29 April. 
An adult was at Birkdale on 4 Nov. 
Pale-bellied race (hrota). 
One was at or near Pilling from 14 Feb until at least 3 March. Three flew north along the 
Mersey past Seaforth on 22 Sept and possibly these same birds ended up at Hilbre Island. 
Singles were at MMWWT on 24 Sept and a confiding first-winter at Fleetwood Golf Course 
and Marine Lake on 1-31 Dec.  
 
SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna 
Abundant winter visitor to the coast and estuaries. Fairly common breeder. Scarce in 
east where occasional breeder. 
International importance: 3000. National importance: 782. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
WeBS 
MBS  2349 1607 1187 746 1201 711 299 341 3205 1917 2640 2871 
Ribble 2614 1205 1439 933 841 1010 / / 1481 1425 3389 2358 
Alt 207 210 112 47 64 118 122 11 231 284 251 120 
 
Monthly peak counts 
MMWWT 980 1150 1140 476 405 146 33 20 3 154 750 1220 

Large totals of 3900 on 11 Jan and 3300 on 28 Dec were counted between Pilling and 
Cockerham. There were fewer than last year on the south shore of the Mersey at Oglet and 
Garston with 163 on 14 June and 141 on 12 Aug. 
Numbers at MMWWT were slightly lower than the 
record breaking totals for 2003, but at nearby MSW 
there was a new reserve record of 80 on 16 March. 
There were also fewer on the Ribble in summer than in 
2003 but many birds stayed to moult. Notable inland 
counts included 72 at Ream Hills, Mythop on 19 Dec 
and 60 on Downholland Moss on 8 Feb. 

Very few were counted off Starr Gate, 
Blackpool on return migration from moult sites, with 
71 on 9 Sept the largest count.  

There were fewer broods than usual at 
MMWWT – just 18. Two pairs bred at MSW and these 
were the first records there since 2001. A handful bred 
in the east of the county. A female with seven young 
on the River Irwell in Rossendale in June were unusual 
at this site. 
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WIGEON Anas penelope 
Abundant winter visitor, especially on the Ribble marshes. Fairly common on some 
reservoirs in the east. 
International importance: 15000. National importance: 4060 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
WeBS 
MBS 4330 2021 1259 92 0 2 0 28 1514 1996 5431 5018 
Ribble 82627 17375 2891 144 17 12 / / 5165 35175 84507 63242 
Monthly peak counts at Inland Sites 
MMWWT 1770 1390 1300 23 6 1 1 1 63 500 950 1330 
Stocks Res 519 43 4 0 0 3 0 2 10 73 85 80 
Myerscough Q 100+ 114 120 / / / 1 1 / / / 230 
MSW 224 260 83 6 0 0 0 0 30 84 85 134 
Foulridge Res 25 105 107 0 0 0 0 0 2 9 1 64 

The peak counts for the Ribble were the highest since 1998 and represent about 20% of the 
estimated British population. The peak in winter 2003/4 on the Ribble came in January, which 
has not happened since the 1980s. There were again large numbers in January at Stocks 
Reservoir and, although not quite attaining the record numbers of last year, Myerscough Quarry 
held an impressive 120 in the first winter period and 230 in December. In addition to the flocks 
at Stocks and Foulridge Reservoirs, there were good numbers at the following reservoirs within 
the ELOC area: Whitemoor, Colne with 83 in Jan, 32 in Feb and 44 in March; 25 on Alston on 
16 Jan; 32 on Rishton on 2 Oct, and 54 on the River Calder below Altham on 4 Jan. Three 
males at Stocks Reservoir on 29 June were possibly non-breeding birds. A juvenile male was at 
Dean Clough Reservoir, where the species is unusual, on 18 Dec. Peak counts at Marton Mere 
were 115 in January, 90 in February and 14 in March, and one spent the summer there. The 
first returning migrants were probably a pair at Stocks Reservoir on 25 Aug.  
 
AMERICAN WIGEON Anas americana 
Vagrant 

A male was at Marton Mere on the unusual dates of 1-5 June (PE et al). It is the only summer 
record in Lancashire, the next latest being one at Marshside on 15 May 2000. 
 
GADWALL Anas strepera 
Fairly common in winter when supplemented by immigrants. Scarce in east. Scarce 
feral breeding populations, especially south-west and north. 
International importance: 600. National importance: 171 

Monthly peak counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
MMWWT 68 31 25 10 14 12 10 5 22 15 21 40 
MSW 20 24 12 3 2 1 3 17 7 20 32 22 
MBS WeBS 112 92 14 36 43 0 0 0 4 0 34 4 

Unfortunately, separate counts for the Leighton Moss complex were not received but it is 
assumed that they make up most if not all of the Morecambe Bay WeBS counts – these were 
lower than last year. Nuck’s Wood, near MMWWT, held fewer birds than the peak counts from 
last year but there ere 26 there in October and 44 in both November and December. Peaks at 
Brockholes Quarry were 17 in January and 21 in December; the only other double-figure count 
was ten at Marshside on 2 & 10 April. 
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Pairs at Barrow Lodge from 29 Jan until 13 March and Walverden Reservoir on three 
dates from 28 Nov until 27 Dec, with one there on 31 Oct and 5 Nov, were unusual records 
for these east Lancashire sites.  

At least 22 pairs bred at the Leighton Moss complex, which is more than twice as many 
as previously and it is by far the most important breeding site in the county. In comparison, 
four pairs bred at Marshside, none at MSW, one or two pairs unsuccessfully at SNR, and two 
successfully at MMWWT.  

 
 
TEAL Anas crecca 
Abundant winter visitor in west. Small flocks in east. Scarce breeding bird. 
International importance: 4000. National importance: 1920 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
WeBS 
MBS 2166 408 207 113 1 0 77 345 2894 1535 3272 2357 
Ribble 6691 3325 1242 77 1 0 / / 2850 19567* 2577 3380 
Alt 320 179 54 50 0 0 1 15 83 339 620 250 
 
Monthly peak counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
MMWWT 5200 3500 1100 220 23 64 78 930 8300 10500* 6000 8450 
MSW 1160 366 267 56 8 5 5 26 221 819 1007 1500 
SNR 720 380 92 48 16 3 1 30 171 646 716 996 
Stocks Res 300 150 203 39 5 11 5 47 450 34 290 420 
Marton Mere 500 300 30 22 2 3 0 0 / / / 400+ 
* record count 

The Ribble Estuary and MMWWT held good numbers in the first winter period but both set 
new records during October. It may be that there was some double counting between the two 
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sites, since the WeBS dates did not coincide for inland and coastal sites, but it is clear that there 
were unprecedented numbers in the county at the time – apparently ‘on passage’, as most 
appear to have moved through by November.  
 Large site counts not included in the WeBS figures included up to 1000 on a flooded 
field on Pilling Moss for the last two and a half months of the year and 3500 at Pilling-
Cockerham on 17 Oct with 3800 there on 28 Dec. On the south shore of the Mersey at 
Garston and Oglet there were combined totals of 1052 on 4 Jan, 328 on 22 Feb, and 218 on 14 
Nov. The December count of 1500 at MSW was the highest there since Nov 2000.  
 Numbers at Stocks Reservoir returned to normal after last year’s high counts and low 
numbers were seen elsewhere in the east, the largest count being 61 at Wood End Sewage 
Works in February. Other inland counts included 100 on Newton Lake on 3 Jan and 77 at 
Prescot Reservoirs on the 21st, 106 on Lower Rivington Reservoir on 1 Jan, 130 at Brockholes 
Quarry in November and 68 at Withnell Fold in October and November. 

Probable breeding pairs included three at Marshside and two in the Langden/Harden 
area, while four pairs possibly bred in Rossendale. One pair bred at Belmont and a female was 
seen with eight ducklings at Stocks Reservoir on 6 June. 
 
GREEN-WINGED TEAL Anas carolinensis 
Rare winter visitor. 

Males were present at MMWWT in both winter periods – intermittently from 1 Jan until at 
least 10 March, with the same or another on 29 May, one on 20 Oct, 30 Nov and 3 Dec. It is 
likely that the bird was present from 20 Oct until the end of the year but there were so many 
Teal present that it was difficult to locate. What was probably the MMWWT bird was at MSW 
on 1-3 Jan.  

Further males were at Marton Mere on 7 Jan, SNR on 8-14 Feb and Stocks Reservoir on 
6 June, staying until at least 21 June. This was the second record for the east Lancashire. It 
associated with a female which may have been the same species but females are very difficult, if 
not impossible, to separate from crecca. This may well have been the same individual that was at 
MMWWT on 29 May.  
 
MALLARD Anas platyrhynchus  
Abundant winter visitor and common breeding resident. 
International importance: 20000. National importance: 3520 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
WeBS 
MBS 1207 256 187 157 215 245 334 773 635 661 1017 750 
Ribble 959 274 325 143 210 240 / / 813 581 849 609 
Alt 694 226 68 47 12 43 110 170 489 502 457 450 

Monthly peak counts 
MMWWT 2000 1780 1250 880 1160 1440 1530 2400 2800 3080 2920 2600 
Stocks Res 325 191 46 9 27 86 166 250 256 130 213 450 
MSW 313 235 91 34 46 74 111 348 420 323 324 263 
Southport ML 125 147 94 99 101 104 130 129 72 118 170 152 

No data were received from Leighton Moss or Marshside – although numbers there should be 
included in the respective WeBS counts – and for only four months from Marton Mere.  

The long-term decline is continuing and the only major site where this is not the case is 
MMWWT, where numbers have held up well. It is probable that one reason for this decline is 
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the fact that during the 1960s and 1970s wildfowling associations were rearing and releasing 
some 3000-3500 Mallard each year on or near the Ribble but nowadays very few birds are being 
bred. For the first time the peak count on the Ribble was less than 1000 birds, representing 
about half the number in the late 1980s, while at SNR the annual peak of 104 was the lowest 
since records began there in 1985. 
 Other peak counts included 510 on 11 Jan and 420 on 21 Aug at Barnacre Reservoir; 
150 on 27 Feb and 310 on 24 Aug on the Downholland Moss Irrigation Lake; 205 on 25 Jan 
and 181 on 13 Nov on Wick’s Lane Pool, Formby; 172 in Oglet Bay on 20 June; 270 at Prescot 
Reservoirs on 12 Jan; 350 in November at Brockholes Quarry; and 200 at Birkacre on 29 Dec. 
Fylde counts included 300 at Pilling on 20 April, 140 at Stanah on 10 Oct and about 250 at 
Ream Hills Lake, Mythop on 2 Jan with 230 there on 7 Nov. In east Lancashire 116 were on 
the River Calder from Altham to Martholme on 10 Jan with 162 there on 31 Dec, a record 200 
at Towneley Hall on 12 Sept, 170 on floods at Burholme, near Whitewell on 26 Oct, 111 on 
Foulridge Reservoir and 94 on Whitemoor Reservoir on 7 Nov and 148 on the Ribble from 
Hurst Green to Seddow on 28 Dec. The largest numbers on the West Pennine Moors were 109 
on Ward’s Reservoir on 21 Feb with 122 there on 12 Dec, and 116 on 8 Nov on Belmont 
Reservoir; an estimated 400 were on or circling around a ‘flight pond’ near Belmont on 16 Nov.  

As usual Mallards bred throughout the county but it seems that numbers decrease year 
on year, although data are scanty. In a 25km stretch of the Leeds-Liverpool Canal from 
Liverpool to Lydiate there were 468 adults with 48 broods totalling 163 young. Numbers 
breeding at MMWWT were not recorded but it is known that they have greatly decreased in 
recent years. 
 
PINTAIL Anas acuta 
Common winter visitor to coasts, especially Ribble. Occasional breeder. 
International importance: 600. National importance: 279. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
WeBS 
MBS 192 155 61 0 0 0 0 0 819 283 1124 926 
Ribble 889 75 66 0 0 0 / / 41 122 1628 799 

Monthly peak counts 
MMWWT 463 480 437 3 3 3 2 1 50 484 577 684 
Stocks Res 50 38 12 0 0 0 0 0 18 3 11 58 

Autumn WeBS counts were higher on Morecambe Bay than on the Ribble, although averaged 
over both winter periods the Ribble held more birds. However, counts in excess of the monthly 
WeBS were made at Pilling-Cockerham of 1030 on 11 Jan and 1800 on 28 Dec, so it seems that 
the Ribble is now less important than Morecambe Bay.  

Notable site counts included 448 feeding on Pilling Moss in November, 261 birds flying 
out of Morecambe Bay on 13 Sept at Heysham and up to 400 off Lytham in January, 750 on 26 
Nov and 500 on 9 Dec. There were 35 at Marton Mere on 24 April. No records were received 
from Marshside.  

The first returning birds were three at Stocks Reservoir on the late date of 2 Sept. Away 
from at Stocks Reservoir, there were only three reports of individuals in east Lancashire. There 
were no reports of breeding. 
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GARGANEY Anas querquedula 
Common on spring and autumn passage: scarce in the east. Rare breeder. Vagrant in 
winter. 

Number of individuals recorded in Lancashire 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
 0 0 9 8 5 0 0 8 1 3 0 0 

This year’s total of 34 was considerably lower than the 79 in 2003. The first was a female at 
MMWWT on 26 March, closely followed by a male at Marshside on 28 March with a pair there 
the next day. Two males and a female were at Myerscough Quarry also on 28 March and a pair 
remained there until at least 15 April. An unusual sighting for the area was two males and a 
female at Holden Wood Reservoir, Rossendale also on 28 March, while a male was at 
Townsendfold, Rossendale on the morning of 29 March. A pair was at the Eric Morecambe 
complex from 4 April until the end of the month with a male there in May, leading to the 
supposition that breeding was attempted, although no birds were seen in late summer. A male 
on a pond at Middleton, Heysham on 18 April was highly unusual. Completing the spring 
passage were two males and a female at MMWWT on 28 April and a male at Marshside on 2 
May.  

In the autumn a ‘pair’ was at MMWWT on 8 Aug with two birds (sexes unknown) there 
on 28-29 Aug. Two were also at MSW on 8 Aug and a male was there on 23 Sept. Brockholes 
Quarry recorded juveniles on 3 & 23 Aug, while two were at Ream Hills, Mythop on 17 Aug 
with one there on 21 Aug. The last of the autumn were two on 5 Oct and one on 12 Oct at 
MSW.  
 
SHOVELER Anas clypeata 
Common winter visitor to west and north. Scarce breeder. 
International importance:400. National importance: 148 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
WeBS 
M Bay S 172 96 53 30 12 1 0 0 16 11 146 102 
Ribble 231 95 95 0 11 4 / / 144 154 194 329 
 
Monthly peak counts 
MMWWT 31 17 19 25 15 10 12 30 198 130 112 162 
Marton Mere 40 67 60 15 4 2 2 / 16 60 52 33 
Brockholes Quarry 1 3 6 4 / / 3 / 15 41 15 15 

Numbers were high on the Ribble, especially in the second winter period when they came close 
to the record count of 393 in November 2000, but otherwise the number of birds in the county 
was quite normal.  

At MMWWT numbers declined dramatically as a result of frozen ponds from a total of 
162 on 3 Dec to only seven on 24 Dec. MSW had a peak count of just four in the first winter 
period but there were 50 there in September, which equalled the reserve record, and 38 in 
November. Apart from breeding records the only report from Marshside was of 44 on 12 Nov. 
Numbers were low at SNR all year, where there were no double-figure counts for the first time 
since 1993. Seven were at Prescot Reservoirs on 17 April, but otherwise no more than three 
were seen at any site within the St. Helens area. 

Counts for Stanley Park, just a short flight away from Marton Mere, included 28 in 
January and 20 in December. Ream Hills, Mythop, also not far away, had ten on 1 Jan and 27 
on 1 April. Other peak counts included 16 on Bartle Pools, north-west of Preston on 7 Feb, ten 



26 Lancashire Bird Report 2004  

in January and 13 in December at Pilling Hall Duck Pond. Record counts were also made at 
Brockholes Quarry, peaking at 41 on 24 Oct. The usual sprinkling of records came from the 
east, with a total of seven at Stocks Reservoir during the year, five at Rishton Reservoir on 2 
Oct and one or two from seven other sites.  

Breeding was only reported to be successful from the following sites: Leighton Moss 
complex, with a total of 16 pairs; Marshside with seven pairs; and a pair at Aldcliffe Marsh 
which raised three young. 
 
POCHARD Aythya farina 
Common winter visitor. Rare breeder. 
International importance: 3500. National importance: 595. 

Monthly peak counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
MMWWT 583 565 556 4 2 2 1 4 2 191 387 477 
MSW 15 340 9 15 4 5 0 2 5 0 112 10 
SNR 160 168 45 6 1 3 8 2 1 22 60 63 
Stocks Res 145 22 6 / / 1 2 3 2 10 26 20 
Marton Mere 132 92 23 3 1 12 / / / 100 64 / 
Brockholes 11 22 14 1 1 0 1 2 15 26 22 34 

The county’s wintering population was lower than usual with only one site registering better 
than average numbers: Marshside with a record 61 on 11 Dec. 

MMWWT remains the main county site but now holds only about half the number it 
did eight years ago. Large counts at nearby Nuck’s Wood of 150 and 112 at MSW on 23 Nov 
resulted from disturbance at MMWWT caused by swan-ringing activities; birds at these three 
sites effectively form a single wintering population. Numbers at SNR returned to normal 
following two above-average winters; 30 at Prescot Reservoirs in December was the only other 
significant count on Merseyside. 

No information was received from Leighton Moss but the Morecambe Bay WeBS 
counts, which largely relate to the RSPB reserve, were as follows: 16 in January, twelve in 
February, two in March, three in April, eight in October and 22 in November. 

Only two counts were received from Fairhaven Marine Lake, a relatively important site 
for this species: 87 on 4 Feb and 19 on 2 Dec. Likewise, just two counts were received from 
Thornton ICI pools, which held over 100 birds in Jan 2003: 14 on 10 Oct and 19 on 26 Nov. 
Other Fylde counts included 20 on 3 Oct on Ream Hills, Mythop, 16 at Glasson Marsh on 25 
Jan and twelve at Fleetwood Nature Park on 28 Nov.  

Few were seen in east Lancashire and, apart from at Stocks Reservoir, the only double-
figure counts were 28 at Alston Reservoir on 16 Jan, 15 at Foulridge Reservoir on 7 Nov, and 
15 on 11 Jan and 12 on 27 Nov at Victoria Park Lake, Burnley. A flock of 51 was at Upper 
Rivington Reservoir on 14 Nov and 53 – presumably the same birds – at Anglezarke on 12 
Dec. Only five birds were seen in Rossendale the whole year. 

Breeding took place at the following sites: MMWWT with three broods, Nuck’s Wood, 
Mere Brow with one brood, and nine pairs at the Leighton Moss complex.  
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RING-NECKED DUCK Aythya collaris 
Vagrant 

The male that frequented Upper Rivington Reservoir in both winter periods in 2003 was still 
there on 2 & 5 Jan, but was not subsequently sighted until perhaps the same bird re-appeared at 
the same site for a single day on 5 Nov.  
 
FERRUGINOUS DUCK Aythya nyroca 
Vagrant 

An adult female spent what was presumed to be its second winter at MMWWT and was 
intermittently present until 19 March. The same individual was also recorded at MSW on 9-11 
& 19 Jan. A juvenile female was at Brockholes Quarry 12-17 Sept (WCA et al). The Brockholes 
record has been accepted by BBRC but the one at MMWWT has only been submitted very 
recently. 
 
TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula 
Common winter visitor, particularly to south and west. Uncommon breeder. 
International importance: 12000. National importance: 600. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
WeBS 
Ribble 71 44 25 28 14 12 / / 45 0 37 37 
M Bay S / / 33 11 4 2 6 7 12 11 39 / 

Monthly peak counts 
Prescot Res 37 / 18 5 / 16 200 200 20 17 103 20 
MSW 61 48 43 40 16 19 3 2 23 47 100 155 
SNR 97 99 65 62 16 42 41 79 116 63 39 59 
Brockholes 36 18 35 23 14 14 15 18 42 40 30 36 

Some of these tabulated counts include well grown young in the late summer. No counts were 
received from the Dockacres complex.  

On 31 July and 1 Aug there were 200 at Prescot Reservoirs, similar to numbers there at 
the same time in 2003. SNR’s large numbers stayed later in spring than usual but in the second 
winter period flock size was disappointing. In the second winter period there were good 
numbers at Nuck’s Wood, near MMWWT with 40 on 24 Feb, 73 on 10 Oct, 90 on 28 Oct, 64 
on 23 Nov and 43 on 8 Dec. There were 74 on Sands Lake, Ainsdale on 4 Jan and eight on 22 
Feb on the Botanic Gardens Lake, Southport where the species is unusual. The peak for the 
east was 26 at Black Moss Reservoir in November. There were 33 at Myerscough Quarry on 12 
April and a peak on Middleton Pools of 25 on 31 Dec. 

Breeding data were received from nine sites with the following totals: Leighton Moss 
complex – 13 pairs; Prescot Reservoirs – 6 pairs; Fairhaven Lake – 3 pairs; Pilling, Sand Villa – 
2 pairs; Belmont area – 3 pairs; MMWWT – 1 pair; Brockholes Quarry – 1 pair. Breeding was 
probable at Stanley Park, Blackpool. 
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SCAUP Aythya marila 
Uncommon winter visitor to coasts. Occasional inland. 
International importance: 3100. National importance: 76. 

Morecambe Bay. 
There were few sightings in the north of the region, with just a female off Morecambe Stone 
Jetty from 21 Jan to 20 Feb, nine in the WeBS counts in March and two ‘pairs’ off Heysham on 
17 April. The only sighting in the second winter period was one in September during the WeBS 
counts.  
Liverpool Bay. 
After the high numbers of 2003, there were very few in 2004. None were recorded on the 
Ribble WeBS counts, and twelve on 21 Feb was the only count in the first winter period off 
Formby. SNR had ten on 1 Jan, increasing to 27 by 17 Jan, then decreasing to ten by 1 Feb 
with a final four on 24-25 Feb. Peak counts on the sea at Blackpool were 20 in January, 38 in 
February and two in March and April. 

A male was at SNR on 4 -23 July and another on 11 Sept, followed by up to five from 
30 Oct to 9 Nov and one or two males until the end of the year. Four were seen off Formby 
Point on 13 Nov, six on the 14 Nov and two on 1 Dec. One off Blackpool in November was 
the only late record on the Fylde. 
Inland. 
The first was a female at Dean Clough and Parsonage Reservoirs from 1 Jan until at least 7 
April; it was joined by a first-winter on 7 Jan which remained until 6 April. First-winter males 
were at MMWWT in mid-January and Brockholes Quarry on 13 Feb, with perhaps the same 
bird there intermittently from 16 March to 16 April. 

In the second winter period single first-winter females appeared at Dean Clough and 
Parsonage Reservoirs on 19 Oct, and at Stocks Reservoir on 23 Oct – both staying until the 
end of the year. A ‘pair’ was at Stocks on 5 Nov, a male in eclipse plumage at Brockholes on 27 
Sept and 1-6 Oct and a first-winter female at Myerscough Quarry from 30 Oct to 2 Nov with 
an adult female there on 17 -19 Dec. One was at MSW on 10 & 14 Oct and from 11 Nov to 
the year’s end, with perhaps the same bird at MMWWT on 31 Oct.  
 
AYTHYA hybrid 
A female Scaup-type was again at Wood End Sewage Works, Burnley on 12 April and 1 May. 
 
EIDER Somateria mollissima 
Common winter visitor, especially N Fylde. Uncommon in south. Rare breeder. Very 
rare inland. 
International importance: 15600. National importance: 730. 

Monthly peak counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
MBS WeBS  25 66 36 86 30 1 7 1 2 7 7 9 
Rossall Pt 35 42 34 83 10 / / 5 / 30 / 43  
Ribble WeBS 3 3 14 52 64 40 / / 11 11 0 0 
Lytham / / / 48 49 40* 44* 43* / / / / 
Starr Gate 3 12 11 2 5 0 0 0 1 2 12 1 
* inc juveniles 
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The numbers around the Ribble in spring and early summer keep on rising and are now 
approximately three times higher than just five years ago. At the same time, the wintering flocks 
in Morecambe Bay, believed to be mostly Cumbrian breeders, continue to decline. 

Other counts in the north were twelve at Morecambe on 5 March and 22 at Heysham 
on 3 May but no records were received from Jenny Brown’s Point. Fifteen were seen off 
Anchorsholme on 17 Jan with ten there on 21 Jan; the only records off Formby Point were a 
pair on 22 Feb and a male on 5 Nov. Inland records are exceptionally rare, our last was three at 
Foulridge Reservoir in November 1993, so a male at Carr Mill Dam on 5 June was completely 
unexpected and, unsurprisingly, the first record for St. Helens. 

Two juveniles were seen in the River Lune at Colloway Marsh on 19 June, indicating 
successful breeding in the area. Twenty young were estimated to have been raised on the Ribble 
from five broods. No breeding information was received from the Wyre marshes. 
 
LONG-TAILED DUCK Clangula hyemalis 
Uncommon winter visitor to coasts. Scarce on inland waters. 

Although 2004 was less productive than 2003, Long-tailed Ducks were again seen frequently 
off Blackpool with eight there on 2 Jan, three on six dates to 10 March and a single on 17 April. 
Other early year records were a male off Morecambe on 9 Feb and a male and a female off 
Formby Point on the 21st. 

A female seen on 13 June off Blackpool with a scoter flock was most likely a non-
breeding bird; the first wintering birds there were a male and a female on 5 Nov, followed by 
singles on 24 & 29 Nov and three on 9 Dec.  

 A juvenile was on Astley Park Lake, Chorley from 26 Oct until 18 Nov. 
 

COMMON SCOTER Melanitta nigra 
Present all year on Shell Flat, abundant in winter. Common off Blackpool and Formby 
in winter. Uncommon inland on early return passage, scarce there at other times. 
International importance: 16000. National importance: 500 

Monthly peak counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Blackpool 1500 1300 1400 190 190 140 500 430 3000 4500 10000 2000 
Formby 980 438 20 4500 70 15 388 224 261 1200 1229 161 

The aerial surveys carried out by the Countryside Council for Wales continued to point to a 
wintering population of around 50000 on Shell Flat off Cleveleys and the mouth of the Ribble 
off Lytham, with a smaller population of 2000 or so off Formby-Southport. In the past, only a 
small fraction of these birds have ever been seen from shore but this year some very large 
counts were made off Blackpool in the second winter period (see above), including a 
remarkable estimate of 10000 moving south offshore on 27 Nov. Several large counts were also 
recorded from Formby Point, mostly notably 4500 on 7 April. Seawatching totals elsewhere 
paled into insignificance; they included 53 off Rossall Point in April with 122 there in July, and 
60 off Marshside on 9 March. As usual, no more than a handful were seen anywhere in 
Morecambe Bay. 
 The aerial survey counted 3485 over Shell Flat on 14-15 Aug, implying that the moulting 
flock was some 6000 strong. 
 Coastal and inland waters attracted the usual small numbers. One was on Crosby Marine 
Lake on 9 Jan and 8 Feb, two on Marton Mere on 11-12 Feb and at Myerscough Quarry on 3 
July, and four at Prescot Reservoirs on 14 June with one there from 14 July to 12 Aug. One was 
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at Delph Reservoir on 27 July and there nine records on east Lancashire reservoirs: one at 
Stocks on 12 April with four there on 8 May, up to six males on 5 & 10 June, one on 6 Aug and 
three on 27 Dec; one at Earnsdale on 14 July; and four males and four females at Parsonage on 
29-30 July. Records outside the periods of June-August and October-November are unusual 
inland. 
 
VELVET SCOTER Melanitta fusca 
Uncommon in winter, often with Common Scoter flocks. 

Two males were off Formby Point on 7 April. All other records came from Blackpool, where a 
female was seen on 20 Feb, two on 2 April, a male on 8 April, four on 14 April, two males and 
a female on 26 Sept and one on the 28th. 
 
GOLDENEYE Bucephala clangula 
Common winter visitor. Stronghold Morecambe Bay. Former feral breeder at Mere 
Sands Wood from mid-1980s to late 1990s. 
International importance: 4000. National importance: 249 

Monthly peak counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
MBS WeBS 173 128 34 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 24 4 
SNR 99* 95 49 34 0 0 0 0 0 10 41 35 
Brockholes Qu 17 40 38 19 0 0 0 0 0 15 11 12 
Prescot Res 12 10 16 9 0 0 0 0 0 10 40* 32 
Marton Mere 11 18 12 4 / / / / / / 7 / 
Stocks Res 16 16 12 9 1 0 0 0 0 10 7 8 
* site records 

On Merseyside there were record counts at both SNR and Prescot Reservoirs, and in the 
second winter period numbers at both sites comfortably exceeded those recorded in 
Morecambe Bay.  

There were 98 on the River Lune at Glasson on 25 Jan, 62 at Conder Green on 21 Feb 
and 44 at Cockersands on 11 Feb. The peak count from Morecambe Stone Jetty was 26 on 19 
Feb. The only counts of significance at Southport Marine Lake were of 15 on 11 Jan and 28 in 
Dec, whilst 21 were on the sea off Formby on 21 Feb. MSW reported only low numbers, 
including 15 on 25 Jan and 19 on 18 Dec, and there was no evidence of breeding, although a 
female/immature was present in July. At MMWWT there were even fewer, with the annual 
peak being eight on 14 Nov. 

Birds were seen at 17 sites in east Lancashire. Away from Stocks Reservoir, there were 
good numbers on Parsonage Reservoir, with 16 in January, 26 in Nov and 16 in December. 
Other noteworthy counts were 16 on Foulridge Reservoir in March, and ten on both Dean 
Clough and Whitemoor Reservoirs in March. Small numbers were recorded from six reservoirs 
in Rossendale, while the highest count in the Chorley area was eleven on High Bullough 
Reservoir on 20 March. 
 
SMEW Mergellus albellus 
Uncommon winter visitor. 

A female, presumably the same bird that had been there at the end of 2003, was at Stocks 
Reservoir on 14-20 Feb and on 7 & 17 March. A male was at Lower Healey Lodges, Chorley on 
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13-17 March with a redhead also seen there during this period, and a pair was on the River 
Ribble at Barrowford on 5 April.  

There were no records in the second winter period. 
 
RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus serrator 
Fairly common winter visitor to coasts. Commonest in north. Scarce inland. Rare 
breeder. 
International importance: 1700. National importance: 98. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
MBS WeBS 29 41 45 40 20 0 1 0 7 42 63 57 

Numbers on Morecambe Bay again failed to come close to national importance with the 
sequence of low counts over the past four years being maintained. In addition to those offshore 
there were seven on the Wyre Estuary on 27 Nov.  

The only notable count in Liverpool Bay was of 35 in April from Rossall Point. Other 
seawatching counts included seven off Blackpool on 2 Jan, and ten off Formby-Ainsdale on 21 
Feb with 22 there on 7 April and seven on 30 Nov. There were very low counts at Starr Gate, 
Blackpool in both winter periods – the maximum being seven on 2 Jan. 

There were no double-figure counts in the east. A pair was at Stocks Reservoir from 13 
Nov into 2005, a rare example of wintering in the uplands.  

Successful breeding took place at Stocks Reservoir and a single juvenile was seen there 
on 28 July; breeding was also suspected, but not proven, on the Langden Brook in the Hodder 
catchment. 
 
GOOSANDER Mergus merganser 
Fairly common winter visitor to east. Uncommon on coast and in the south-west. 
Uncommon breeder. 
International importance: 2500. National importance: 161. 

Monthly peak counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Delph Res 48* 18 16 4 0 0 0 0 0 2 14 29 
MBS WeBS 7 15 0 1 0 1 1 0 2 3 6 2 
*site record 

Away from Delph, other noteworthy reservoir counts in the West Pennine Moors included 30 
at Yarrow on 16 Jan, 17 at Lower Rivington on 25 Jan with twelve on 12 Dec, 20 at Anglezarke 
on 22 Feb and 14 in March and April at Birkacre, Chorley. 
East Lancashire records 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
No. of records  40 32 28 22 8 7 4 5 5 9 14 22 
Max count 22 22 13 10  7 5 6 7 1 35 29 25 
No of sites 12 12 14 14 5 5 2 2 4 6 10 14  

Birds were present in east Lancashire all year (see above). Peak counts from the principal sites 
there were: Altham-Martholme – eleven in December; Fishmoor Reservoir – 30 in November; 
Parsonage Reservoir – 36 in October; and Stocks Reservoir – eleven in February.  

There were good numbers at Brockholes Quarry, especially in the first winter period, 
with 16 in January, 35 in February, 15 in March, 18 in April and twelve in November. The 
Ribble nearby at Samlesbury held 15 on 18 Jan, 26 on 22 Feb and 27 on 13 May. MSW was the 
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only site elsewhere in the county to hold significant numbers, including 15 in January and 19 in 
December.  

The only reports of breeding came from east Lancashire, with at least two pairs on the 
River Calder at Altham to Martholme and two pairs on the Croasdale Brook, Slaidburn. No 
breeding information was received for the Rivers Lune or Ribble this year. 
 
RUDDY DUCK Oxyura jamaicensis 
Fairly common post-breeding and winter visitor. Scarce feral breeder. 

Very low numbers were recorded this year. It may be that some observers are declining to 
report Ruddy Ducks because of opposition to the national cull, but records were received from 
most nature reserves. Breeding success in Lancashire has always been extremely low and it is 
possible that numbers are dwindling naturally, accelerated by the impact of culling elsewhere in 
Britain. 

As usual, there were no records from the county’s principal site, Knowsley Park, but at 
nearby Prescot Reservoirs numbers were much lower than the county record 70 of Jan 2003 – 
ten in July, 15 in September and 21 in November.  

Separate counts were not received from Leighton Moss but the WeBS counts for 
Morecambe Bay, which include this site, had only one count during the year, of five in April. 
MMWWT had an annual peak of six in January, but only one or two in the remainder of the 
year, while numbers peaked of eight at MSW in April and six at Marton Mere in September. 
Birds were seen at a few scattered sites around the county but only infrequently and in low 
numbers, SNR for example, had just five or six records all year. 

The only confirmed evidence of breeding came from Leighton Moss, where there were 
three pairs, from the Fleetwood CEGB pool, where three males and a female were seen with 
nine young on 14 Aug, and from Marton Mere, where a female had five small ducklings on the 
late date of 29 Aug. 
 
RED GROUSE Lagopus lagopus 
Fairly common breeding resident 

Red Grouse continued their slow recovery in Bowland. Building on last year’s limited days of 
driven shooting, 2004 saw an almost doubling of this number. Productivity of successful nests 
appeared high, with broods of eight to ten found regularly during the spring. This resulted in 
some of the largest packs of grouse seen on the United Utilities Bowland estate since at least 
1999 with groups of 20-30 seen during July and August. However, distribution remained 
patchy, with some areas much better than others. During early December, 18 territorial males 
(mostly paired) were located on an area of approximately 100ha in Whitendale. Elsewhere in 
Bowland numbers reported were, as usual, largely unrepresentative of the population although 
‘good numbers’ were reported from Birk Bank on 18 December and ‘several’ in the Langden 
Valley on 13 May. Nine on Hawthornthwaite Fell on 4 Jan and a pair with nine juveniles on the 
road summit at Catlow Fell on 19 June were the most noteworthy of the other records 
submitted. No records were received from the Abbeystead Estate. 

The species was also considered poorly recorded in Rossendale. Five were on 
Haslingden Moor on 28 Feb and three on the adjacent Rushy Hill the following day. Three 
were near Cowpe Reservoir on 15 Feb with a series of records for Cowpe Moss during March 
and April but only one pair was seen at any one time, with one pair seen with a juvenile on 8 
Aug. 
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In east Lancashire the slow recovery was reflected in a small increase in the number of 
reports, 29 compared with 26 in 2003 and 15 in 2002. The maximum seen on Pendle Hill was 
six on 4 Jan. A female was incubating eight eggs on Boulsworth Hill on 11 May and at least two 
breeding pairs were present on 30 May whilst only two were seen on Waddington Fell on 23 
March.  

In the West Pennine Moors, gamekeeper counts with dogs over Anglezarke/Withnell 
Moor (badly fire-damaged in 2003) resulted in an estimated 26 pairs with 92 juveniles in late 
July, 50+ were on Belmont Moor when shot on 14 Aug and three were “off the moors” in 
rough pasture by Hollinshead Hall, Roddlesworth on 7 March. Darwen Moor enjoyed one of 
its best years since the early 1960s. Gamekeeper counts with dogs here estimated 880 grouse 
present in late July, resulting in a successful shooting season of some 290 shot during seven 
days driving. Birds disturbed by beaters resulted in packs of 120 on Cartridge Hill and 100 on 
rough pasture by Whitehall Park, Darwen during shoots in September. 
 
RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa 
Fairly common breeding resident. Population supplemented by regular releases in most 
areas. 

This species continues to be released in large numbers in many parts of the county. In the 
south-west 120, presumably of this origin, were on Altcar Moss on 20 Oct, 28 on nearby 
Downholland Moss on 13 Nov with five on Birkdale Green Beach from 31 Jan (perhaps 
resulting from large-scale releases at Altcar Rifle Ranges). Further inland, 30 were on Catchdale 
Moss on 5 Feb, six on Skelmersdale White Moss on 23 March, ten by the Old Coach Road on 
23 April, ten at Berrington’s Lane, Rainford on 15 Oct and a covey of 35 on Reed’s Moss on 25 
Nov. 

Many were also turned down on the Fylde, particularly in Over Wyre, where due to the 
very large numbers released the species was considered too numerous to count on a regular 
basis. ‘Masses’ were observed during a shoot at Fluke Hall, Pilling on 22 Sept with 54 there on 
22 Oct; 19 were at Eagland Hill on 19 Jan, 12+ by Union Lane on 15 Feb and, further north, 
24 at Cockersands on 7 Jan with a brood of 5 young seen there in July. Five were at Lightfoot 
Green, Broughton on 31st August.  

In the Chorley area, a couple of pairs with young were noted throughout July at 
Eccleston with a covey of eight seen in October, and birds were also seen on Croston Moss in 
April. In the West Pennine Moors birds were released at Belmont in the autumn, resulting in a 
covey of 35 there on 29 Dec, whilst the only record from Rossendale concerned two in the 
Musbury Valley on 24 April. 

In east Lancashire there were only 20 reports compared with 39 in 2003, distribution, as 
ever, being much affected by release for shooting. The majority of releases were in Bowland 
and the Upper Hodder Valley where up to three were regularly seen between February and May 
including birds on grouse-moors at Langden and Hareden. However, the year’s largest count 
from the east was twelve at Hoghton Bottoms on 27 Jan. The only other counts of more than 
three were eight on 5 March at Pleasington, five at Hoghton Bottoms on 2 Aug and six at 
Dinkling Green on 26 Oct. 

Unusual occurrences included one on top of a chimney-stack at Pendleside Farm on 21 
May and one on the roof of a shooting lodge at 350m asl at Hareden, Bowland on 27 May.  
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GREY PARTRIDGE Perdix perdix 
Common but declining resident in the south and west 

The growing awareness of the national plight of the Grey Partridge has prompted 
increased reporting of a once overlooked species which appears to be largely holding its own in 
the county. In recognition of its Red List status and to further encourage recording, the species 
is treated in some detail this year.  

The only report from the north of the county concerned a pair on Heysham Moss on 12 
April, whilst to the south of the Lune four were at Glasson in January, two pairs at Aldcliffe 
throughout the year – with one pair fledging 3+ juveniles – and six were at Upper Thurnham in 
November. In the Cockersands area, seven were seen in January, a pair with six juveniles in 
August and coveys of six on 10 Sept and twelve on 5 & 11 Nov. 

Over forty records were received from the Over Wyre area indicating a healthy 
population, albeit supported by releases in August of at least 200 in the Eagland Hill/Pilling 
area. Good coveys in the early year included 12+ at Eagland Hill on 3 Jan and 16 at Bradshaw 
Lane, Pilling on 9 Jan. A minimum of eleven pairs was recorded from the Eagland Hill/Pilling 
area during the breeding season with others noted at Moss Edge, Winmarleigh Moss, Burrows 
Marsh and Nateby. Successful breeding was reported from Eagland Hill and Black Hill Farm, 
Pilling in August. Many substantial coveys were reported on the Over Wyre mosses from late 
summer onwards: 14 in November and 15 in December from Rawcliffe Moss; coveys of 24 in 
September/October and 21 in August/September at Bradshaw Lane; 17 in August plus 14 in 
November and 9 in December at Eagland Hill. In the Pilling area twelve coveys totalling 156 
birds were reported between August and November, the largest being 19 at Pilling Lane Ends 
on 12 Oct. 

The rest of the Fylde produced an equally impressive set of records, notably the eleven 
pairs at Saltcotes on 4 March. Pairs were also reported from Marton, Clifton Marsh and Warton 
Bank; young were seen at Lytham Moss, Whyndyke Farm and Todderstaffe Hall. Larger counts 
included seven on Lytham Moss in May and at Marton Mere in September, four at Weeton in 
May and 18 at Todderstaffe Hall on 9 Sept.  

In central Lancashire reports were received of small numbers at Farrington Moss, 
Withnell Fold, Croston Moss, Lead Mines Clough, Lightfoot Green, Broughton and 
Brockholes Quarry. Four pairs were present around Belmont in the breeding season. One pair 
brought a brood of 12 young to a feeding site (provisioned by United Utilities and intended for 
Twite/Linnet) in a moorland quarry at 300m asl on 20 June. 

Records were received from 15 sites in Rossendale, the majority from the moorland 
edge, especially the valley heads with rough sheep-grazing such as Musbury, Cheesden, Windy 
Bank, Clowbridge and Grane. Most records were of pairs or calling birds though six were on 
Tooter Hill on 1 Feb, eight at Heights Farm, Loveclough on 16 Oct and a covey of eleven at 
Tan Pits, Musbury on 24 Oct.  

In east Lancashire there were only 16 reports from 13 sites this year, compared with 30 
from 20 sites in 2003, possibly indicating a smaller population than last year’s estimate of 80. 
The year started with coveys of eleven on Darwen Moor on 15 Jan and 22 at Waddington on 
12 Feb. Thereafter, there were pairs/singles at Chipping, central Blackburn, Siddows, Extwistle 
Hall, Lower Fence Wood, Witton Country Park, Swinden Reservoir, Coldwell Reservoir, 
Wycoller, Dean Clough Reservoir, Twiston, Anna Lane Head and Darwen Moor between 
February and June. There were no further sightings until a pair with 3+ juveniles at Wycoller on 
31 Aug, and coveys of ten at Parsonage Reservoir on 31 Oct and on Darwen Moor on 13 Nov.  

Fewer reports than normal were received from the south-west mosses with no detailed 
information from the Halsall and Altcar Estates, which hold the highest Grey Partridge 
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densities in the county. Two pairs were on territory on Sefton Meadows in late January; up to 
three were seen on Skelmersdale White Moss in the first half of the year; single pairs bred at 
MMWWT and MSW; ten were on Altcar Moss in October and a maximum count of 45 on 
Downholland Moss on 7 Aug. Along the Sefton Coast, up to three pairs were at Marshside 
during the breeding season, two were at Formby Point on 17 Oct, a pair bred on Bootle Golf 
Course and a covey of 14 was seen on the 18th hole of Royal Birkdale. 

Twelve records were received from ten locations on the farmland around St. Helens, the 
highlights being 18 at Berrington’s Lane, Rainford on 21 Jan, five by the Old Coach Road on 
23 April and four pairs at Mossborough Hall on 4 June. In the south Liverpool area, up to 
three were at two sites in the Speke area, Woolton WwTW , Gerrards Lane and Tarbock. 
Larger groups were recorded from this area at the year’s end with coveys of ten and three at 
Finch Lane, Halewood and 14 by Woolton WwTW in October, plus coveys of six and five near 
Ox Lane, Tarbock in November. Slightly further east, a pair was at Cronton Quarry in April. 
 
QUAIL Coturnix coturnix 
Scarce summer visitor to lowland areas, occasional influxes. 

There were only brief records from three locations in 2004 – the poorest showing since 
2001. The first was one calling from a rough field by Swinshaw Moor in Rossendale on 19 May. 
Records from traditional haunts on the south-west mosses were limited to two calling at Sollom 
Moss on 25-27 June with one or two calling on Plex Moss on 5 & 7 July. 
 
PHEASANT Phasianus colchicus 
Abundant on or near keepered estates, fairly common elsewhere 

Pheasants continue to be released for sporting purposes in very large numbers 
throughout the county, although many birders ignore them, leading to under-recording. 

Large numbers were present on the south-west mosses, including 50 by the Old Coach 
Road on 9 May, 19 at MSW on 30 March, and 83 on Reed’s Moss and 73 on Skelmersdale 
White Moss on 15 Oct. On the Liverpool fringe, a maximum of seven were in the Rimrose 
Valley and the species was present throughout the year in the Speke/Oglet area with a 
maximum count of twelve at Speke Hall on 28 Dec. The peak count from atypical habitat at 
Formby Point was ten on 17 Oct.  

The highest count at Marton Mere was twelve on 17 Jan, whilst in the north six pairs 
bred on Warton Crag (one down on 2003); the species remains a rarity at Heysham with just a 
single recorded on the 8 Sept. The maximum count from Brockholes Quarry was nine on 14 
Feb whilst further east 25 were at Skirden Beck, Bolton-by-Bowland on 29 March and 25 were 
on the road at Marl Hill on 19 Sept. 

A gamekeeper at Belmont reported over 20 broods fledging locally with releases 
responsible for 300 at Belmont Reservoir on 20 Nov. Several nests on open moorland were 
located at altitude elsewhere in the West Pennine Moors, including one at 390m asl on Darwen 
Moor and one at 340m asl on Winter Hill. Further east in Rossendale the species is scarcer 
although reported from a wide range of sites with up to four seen at Musbury. 

 



36 Lancashire Bird Report 2004  

RED-THROATED DIVER Gavia stellata 
Fairly common winter visitor and spring passage migrant. Scarce inland. 
International importance: 10000. National importance: 50  

Morecambe Bay 
The year started slowly with up to five birds seen off Heysham, Morecambe and Jenny Brown’s 
Point in January, four on two dates in February and a winter maximum of eight at Jenny 
Brown’s Point on 19 March. Sightings peaked in April with records on thirteen days and a peak 
of 22 at Jenny Brown’s Point on the 10th. The last spring passage bird was a single on 6 May.  

As usual, the return passage was less obvious than in spring. Singles were seen off 
Heysham on only four days in September, with one each in the remaining months.  
Liverpool Bay  
Records occurred off the Fylde coast in all months bar June, mostly reported from Blackpool 
but also regularly from Rossall Point. Numbers off Blackpool at the beginning of the year rose 
rapidly to peaks of 53 and 30 on 4 & 23 Jan respectively. Throughout February at least one was 
offshore every day with peaks of eleven on the 17th & 20th and 30 on the 18th. March and 
April were busy with average counts of 12 and peaks of 35 on 3 March and 46 on 16 April. 
Numbers dwindled rapidly to single figures in May with the last seen on the 18th.  

Four were seen off Formby Point on 25 Jan and twenty or more were recorded there at 
the beginning of February, reaching a peak of 90 on the 21st. Two singles were recorded in 
April and the last of the spring were six on 4 May. 

An adult was off Blackpool on 29 July and up to three were seen on two dates in 
August, followed by fairly regular single figures until the end of the year with 16 on 24 Nov and 
twelve on 31 Dec. Very few were seen on the Merseyside coast in the second half of the year. 
The first was on 31 July and the peak eight off Formby Point on 4 Nov. 
Inland 
Weather-driven single(s) were on the River Lune near the Golden Ball and at Pine Lake on 20 
Jan, and one flew over Brockholes Quarry on the 21st. 

The only other inland records were one at Stocks Reservoir on 25 Sept, a juvenile at 
Birkacre on 10-30 October that later died whilst in the care of the RSPCA, and one at Black 
Moss Reservoir on 12 Dec. 
 
BLACK-THROATED DIVER Gavia arctica 
Uncommon annual winter visitor, mostly on coast. 

The first of the year was a winter-plumaged bird off Formby Point on 5 Feb. One in partial 
summer plumage seen off Formby Point on 9 Feb may have been the same bird seen off 
Blackpool the same day. Other first winter period records included two at Formby Point on 22 
Feb and singles from several other localities – Blackpool on 31 March; Rossall Point on 18 
March, 5, 13 &17 April and 2 May; and one flying north at Formby Point on 5 May. 

Two on 11 Sept and 4 Nov, both at Formby Point, were the only records in the second 
winter period. None was seen in Morecambe Bay all year. 
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GREAT NORTHERN DIVER Gavia immer 
Scarce, less than annual, mostly on coast. 

One in winter plumage was off Formby Point on 5 & 22 Feb with another there on 7 April. 
The second winter period produced records probably relating to fewer than five 

individuals: singles at Formby on 11 Sept, 4 Nov and at the beginning of December; singles at 
Rossall Point on 19 Oct and 27 Nov; and a series of sightings of single(s) from Blackpool from 
mid-December. 
 
LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis 
Uncommon but increasing breeding bird. Fairly common in winter. 
International importance: 3400. National importance: 78.  
Maximum counts during the first winter period were low, which may reflect the run of mild 
winters negating the need to move from inland breeding waters. The highest counts were 19 on 
Southport Marine Lake in January with 13 there in February. Other counts included ten on the 
River Calder in January, eight MSW in February and March, seven at SNR in January (its lowest 
winter count since 1998) and five at Thornton ICI Reservoir. An additional five sites recorded 
up to four during this period, with three sites reporting three, six sites two, and twelve a single 
individual. 

At the latter end of the year only two sites reported double figures – Thornton ICI 
Reservoir with 16 in November, and Southport Marine Lake with ten in the same month. 
Other site counts included eight at Lea Green Reservoir and SNR, seven at Brockholes Quarry 
and six at Condor Green. A further five sites reported up to four birds. 

Breeding was reported from the same number, but not location, of sites as last year (18), 
but the number of pairs involved was reduced to 23 compared to 33 in 2003. Only two sites 
reported more than one breeding pair: MSW (5) and Heysham (4). On the positive side, 15 sites 
reported successful breeding with at least 35 juveniles fledged, compared with 2003’s six sites 
fledging just nine. A further 13 sites held pairs during the breeding season without confirmation 
of breeding. 

Post-breeding dispersal was slight. Only five sites reported a build-up of birds during the 
July-September period. Highest counts were ten at Lee Green Reservoir, of which at least eight 
were juveniles (Sept), Brockholes Quarry eight (Aug) building to 12 (Sept), Fleetwood Marsh 
seven (Aug), MSW eleven (June/July) and SNR six (Sept).  
 
GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus 
Uncommon but increasing breeding bird. Common in winter with concentrations in 
Morecambe Bay. No longer of national importance on the Mersey. 
International importance: 4800. National importance: 159. 

Monthly peak counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Morecambe Bay 170 82 58 23 2 1 4 13 13 25 46 [110] 
Formby Point 1 35 / 4 / / 4 3 2 4 13 9 
Foulridge Res 6 10 15 14 2 3 25 9 7 10 7 11 
Eccleston Mere 10 12 15 24 11 14 10   10  16 
Starr Gate 15 6 4 3 5 4 5 2 2 0 10 7 
Marton Mere 9 11 8 / / / / 5 5 8 14 1 
Mere Sands Wood 4 7 8 8 12 9 6 5 6 6 8 8 
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Away from Morecambe Bay counts were considerably lower than last year. Most birds in the 
north are seen off Heysham and Morecambe; the January count was a WeBS total while at least 
110 (thought to be a significant underestimate) were seen during the second winter period.  

This apparent decline in birds wintering on the coast, as with Little Grebe, may be a 
reflection of milder winters making a move to the coast unnecessary. The year round, 
increasing counts reported from inland waters, appear to support this. 
 Additional inland counts in the first winter period included 17 at Carr Mill Dam in 
January, twelve in the Sankey Valley in January, and eleven at Marton Mere and seven at 
Rishton Reservoir in February. Up to four were reported from a further 16 sites, four more 
than last year. As the breeding season approached, 50 were at Carr Mill Dam in March. 

Breeding was reported from 19 sites, well down on last year, however, all but two of 
these sites reported the subsequent presence of juveniles, which was better than 2003. 47+ 
juveniles were reported but numbers fledging at Carr Mill Dam or Cuerden Valley Park are not 
known. MSW held the highest number of juveniles at any one time with six, while Belmont 
Reservoir, Brockholes Quarry, Eccleston Mere and Upper Rivington Reservoir all held four. 
Birkacre, Anglezarke and Lower Rivington Reservoirs all had two and the rest only one. Several 
sites reported nesting attempts, and others the presence of birds in suitable habitat but without 
any attempt to breed. 
There was no significant post-breeding build-up in numbers inland; only three sites appeared to 
experience a genuine increase in numbers – Foulridge Reservoir to 25 and Stocks Reservoir up 
to eight in July, and Prescot Reservoir to 14 in August. Five were at Barrowford Reservoir in 
September. 
 Numbers were similar to the first in the second winter period, peak counts including 
five at Brockholes Quarry and Parsonage Reservoir in October, up to 14 at Marton Mere in 
November and December, twelve at Prescot Reservoirs in November and 15 at Rishton 
Reservoir in December. 

An additional 31 sites held Great Crested Grebes at some time in the year. 
 
SLAVONIAN GREBE Podiceps auritus 
Scarce winter visitor 
International importance: 50. National importance: 50. 
A first-winter flying south off Formby Point on 4 November was the only record.  
 
BLACK NECKED GREBE Podiceps nigricollis 
Scarce visitor, mostly in spring and autumn. 
International importance: 2800. National importance: 50. 
It was an excellent year at Prescot Reservoirs, where an adult on 7 July constituted only the 
third record for St Helens. It remained on its own until the 13th, when it was joined by a 
second adult and a juvenile; all left on the 16th with no suggestion of breeding there. A juvenile 
was present throughout the latter part of July and was joined by a second for seven days at the 
beginning of August before leaving on the 15th. 

Elsewhere, records were scarce. Two were at Leighton Moss on 13-16 July, with a single 
remaining until the 19th; a juvenile, in company with a juvenile Little Grebe, was at 
Myerscough Quarry on 16-17 July; and one was at MMWWT on the 23rd of the same month. 

The only other record was one at Parsonage Reservoir on 29 Nov but there was an 
unconfirmed report of one at Earnsdale Reservoir on 18 October. 
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FULMAR Fulmarus glacialis 
Fairly common on coasts in late summer and early autumn during onshore winds.  

One in the Mersey Narrows on 8 January was the first winter record there since 1994. The only 
other record that month was a dark morph off Starr Gate on the 13th (SD), the second record 
of a ‘Blue Fulmar’ recorded in Lancashire waters. One was seen off Heysham on 7 Feb with 
three there on 19 March marking the start of a small passage. Spring counts peaked at four off 
Blackpool on 4 April, twelve at Heysham on the 5th and 17 off Rossall Point on the 19th.  

Sightings continued irregularly at Heysham during summer, including 17 on 11 June and 
eleven on the 24th, when the same number were seen off Blackpool. 

Relatively few were seen in autumn despite the excellent seawatching conditions. The 
first large count of 22 off Rossall Point on 30 Aug was followed by regular single figures there 
from 12 Sept and included 25 on the 28th. Smaller numbers were off Blackpool until the last 
on 6 Oct. None was seen off Heysham during August but there were regular records during 
September, including 24 in strong onshore winds on the 13th and 15 on the 21st. The last here 
was also on 6 Oct. 

Further south, birds were recorded at Formby Point in every month from May to 
September, predominantly singles, but with six on 19 Sept. Ones or twos were seen in the 
Mersey Narrows in June and September. 

The only inland record was one flying over Plex and Downholland Mosses on 12 Sept.  
 
MANX SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus 
Common offshore in late summer-autumn, especially during onshore winds. 

The year started with five off Blackpool on 5 April. Eighteen there on 30 May were followed by 
fairly regular records during summer, including 15 on 11 June and 18 on the 17th. Numbers 
increased substantially in July with 34 seen in an hour on the 3rd and 130 in two hours on the 
11th. Sightings at Blackpool continued until 22 Sept with further sizeable counts of 24 on 17 
Aug, 15 on the 24th, ten on 13 Sept and 18 on the 20th. Notable counts elsewhere on the Fylde 
coast included 27 past Rossall Point on 14 Aug, 82 there on the 29th and 29 on 11 Sept, with 
the last there on the 28th. 

Very few were seen in the north. Two off Heysham on 12 June, five on the 17th and 
one on 25 July were followed by records of one or two on six dates in September with the last 
on the 21st. One was at Jenny Brown’s Point on 28 Sept. 

None was seen south of the Ribble until one off Formby Point on 18 June. Records 
were received from here for a further twelve dates to 24 Sept; most involved low single-figures 
and the largest movement was 34 on 3 July. Birds were seen regularly from Crosby shore during 
strong winds in mid-September, the largest counts being 30 on the 14th and 20 on the 20th-
22nd. 

Other records include one taken into care in central Liverpool on 14 Sept, a juvenile 
found dead at Belmont Reservoir on 8 Oct and two fly-overs at Brockholes Quarry – one on 
17 July with a group of Swifts and another on 18 Oct. One found dead at Formby on 1 June 
was wearing a ring issued to Copeland Bird Observatory in northern Ireland. 
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BALEARIC SHEARWATER Puffinus mauretanicus 
Vagrant 
One was watched at close range, struggling to take off from the tideline surf during strong 
onshore winds at Formby Point on 20 Sept and gradually drifting south (DGa). It becomes 
Lancashire’s third; the previous records being at Heysham in 1986 and Formby Point in 1994. 
 
EUROPEAN STORM-PETREL Hydrobates pelagicus 
Uncommon offshore in late summer and autumn. Less than annual in occurrence. 

Records this year were remarkable, but well short of the record levels of 2001. In all some 30-
odd sightings gave rise to records of approximately 70 individuals. 

The first of the year were two off Formby Point on 27 May. There were no further 
sightings until 24 June when six were logged at Heysham, one at Blackpool, and one in the 
mouth of the Mersey. Three more were sighted at Heysham on the 30th with one at Blackpool 
on the same day. 

The first four days of July produced a series of records of ones and twos from 
Blackpool, Heysham and Formby; singles followed at the end of August from Rossall, Formby 
and the Mersey mouth. September proved to be the peak month, with twos off Crosby shore 
on the 1st and off Formby Point on the 5th, with five there on the 11th, three at Heysham on 
the 14th, one at Rossall Point on the 21st, and finally three in the Mersey mouth on the 21st, a 
record 30 there on the 22nd and one on the 23rd. The year ended at Formby Point with one on 
2 Oct and two on 4 Nov. 
 
LEACH’S STORM-PETREL Oceanodroma leucorhoa 
Fairly common offshore in variable numbers during September and October gales. 

After three disappointing years, ideal seawatching conditions in mid-September produced good 
numbers of Lancashire’s emblematic seabird. 

The first was off Formby Point on 28 August but no more were seen for a fortnight. 
The ‘wreck’ began with single-figure counts on 12 Sept at Heysham, Rossall Point, Cleveleys, 
Blackpool and Seaforth. Totals on 20 Sept included 57 at Heysham, 42 at Rossall Point, 76 at 
Blackpool and 60 in the Mersey Narrows. After this the birds were concentrated in the south 
with 150 on the Mersey at Seaforth on the 21st and 300 or so there the next day; 18 at 
Heysham on the 21st was the only subsequent double-figure count further north. Just single 
figures were seen from the main seawatching stations until 28 Sept with a final record of one at 
Heysham on 5 Oct. 

One was seen flying over Speke in south Liverpool on 21 Sept and one birder had an 
exceptional ‘back garden tick’ when one flew over Tarleton on the 20th. 
 
GANNET Morus bassanus  
Common summer and autumn visitor offshore in variable numbers. Scarce in winter. 

Winter records consisted of three off Blackpool on 1 & 20 Feb with singles there on the 19th 
and on 1 March, six off Formby Point on the 5th and one there on the 21st, and four off 
Heysham on 19 March.  

Spring passage got underway at the end of March and gained momentum during April, 
when most of the largest counts came from the Fylde coast. These included 107 past Rossall 
Point on the 5th, 139 there on the 19th and 40 on the 29th; and 38 off Blackpool on the 4th & 
6th with 69 north there on the 29th. Peaks at Heysham were 36 on 19 May and 22 on 12 June. 
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Formby Point reported significant movements of 55 on 18 April, 47 on 4 May and 91 on the 
19th. 

Good numbers continued to be seen off Blackpool in late spring and in summer, 
including 54 on 30 May, 30 on 4 June, 55 on 23 June, 108 on 11 July and 76 on the 24th, by 
which time the return passage was probably underway. Later counts off Formby Point included 
101 on 18 June and 137 fishing offshore on 31 July. 

Autumn passage continued with 32 off Rossall Point on 30 July, 34 there on 14 Aug and 
42 on the 29th, and 434 bird-days off Blackpool, including 270 on 8 Aug. September peaks 
included 34 off Blackpool on the 11th and 30 on the 21st, 48 off Rossall on the 11th, 53 on the 
12th and 47 on the 21st. Forty-four on 11 Sept was the largest movement past Formby Point 
and ten on the 20th-21st the largest at Heysham. The last records were at Blackpool on 4 Oct, 
Heysham on the 7th, Rossall Point on the 9th and Formby Point on the 17th. 

The mid-September gales produced a good crop of inland records. With only five 
previous records in east Lancashire, four this year were exceptional. Dead adults were found at 
Swinden Reservoir on 23 September and near Barnoldswick on the 24th, while on the same day 
an adult flew up the Ribble near Sunderland Hall. The fourth was an ‘immature’ over the Calder 
at Altham on 3 Oct. Other inland records were singles at Grimsargh Reservoir on 19 & 22 
Sept; Lee Green Reservoir on the 23rd and MMWWT on the 21st (the fourth successive annual 
sighting). 
 
CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo 
Common and increasing on coasts and estuaries. Local but increasing inland. 
International importance: 1200. National importance: 230  

Monthly peak counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
SNR 625 480 295 206 50 60 40 80 565 695 820 713 
Formby Pt 395 249 / 217 55 21 69 80 153 467 443 272 
Ribble WeBS 311 238 130 107 0 12 / / 194 384 221 345 
MBS WeBS 93 69 90 66 51 40 54 81 144 139 120 68 
Stocks Res 24 23 25 12 6 6 12 12 36 43 34 30 

Fairly typical numbers were seen at Seaforth but counts continue to increase at Formby Point 
and combined peak numbers on the Alt Estuary probably now exceed 1000. A total of 515 
moving from Seaforth into Liverpool Bay during a north-west gale at dawn on 21 Sept was a 
spectacular sight. Other high counts on the Sefton Coast included 321 on Southport Marine 
Lake in February and 144 on Ainsdale beach in January. Thirty-seven were on Garston shore 
on the Mersey Estuary in January and 42 on Prescot Reservoirs in March. 

As usual, far fewer were seen further north, although few records were received from 
north Lancashire. Numbers peaked at 40 at Rossall Point in January and 69 in July, 36 at 
Freckleton on 4 Sept, 45 off Blackpool on 12 Sept and 30 on the Wyre Light in October.  

Away from Stocks the largest reservoir counts in the east were eight at Foulridge in 
January with eleven in October, twelve at Whitemoor in January and April, twelve at Rishton in 
February with 16 in December, twelve on Upper Rivington in November and 33 at Parsonage 
in December. Other inland counts included 51 at Brockholes Quarry in December and a record 
85 at MMWWT on 16-19 March. River counts included 22 on the Lune at Aldcliffe in July and 
19 on the Ribble at Lambing Clough Wood in March. 

The injured sinensis remained at Glasson Dock until at least 6 June and another was at 
Marton Mere on 21 Jan. 
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SHAG Phalacrocorax aristotelis 
Uncommon but probably increasing on coasts. Most records are of immatures. 

A typical year began with last year’s first-winter at Heysham until 11 Jan.  
No more were seen until one of unknown age flying south off Blackpool on 30 Aug. 

September produced a series of records. A juvenile/1W was at Heysham on 19-28 Sept and 
intermittently until 11 Nov, and another of the same age on Pine Lake on 21-27 Sept. An adult 
joined the 1W at Heysham on 4 Oct.  

It is possible that just one juvenile/1W accounted for records off Rossall Point on 12 & 
28 Sept, Cleveleys on the 20th and Blackpool on the 27th, while this or another of the same age 
was seen off Fairhaven on 14 Nov and Blackpool on the 19th. 

One was with Cormorants off Crosby Marine Park on 1 Sept and perhaps the same 
bird, a 1W, flew south off Formby Point the next day and was in the mouth of the Mersey on 
the 22nd. This or another 1W was, unusually, feeding at Seaforth on 17-19 Nov. 
 
BITTERN* Botaurus stellaris 
Rare breeding bird Leighton Moss. Scarce winter visitor elsewhere. 

There was again a very marked influx to Marton Mere in the early months of the year. Up to 
five were seen on 4 January and, although one was seen to fly high east on the 7th, a further 
influx occurred the following month. Seven were seen at dusk on 15 Feb, and six at dusk the 
following day, dwindling to three at the end of the month and two on 12 March, which were 
the last. Also at this time there were at least three (probably an underestimate) at Leighton 
Moss in January and, more unusually, two were flushed from wet, reedy habitat near the 
Wymott estate, Leyland on 23 February. 
 There was again just one booming male at Leighton Moss, in the same territory as 2003. 
Booming started much earlier than in the last few years on 11 February, indicating a strong 
healthy male and supporting the theory that last year it was a young inexperienced bird. Two 
nesting females were found again this year and were also the same individuals as last year – an 
older, very pale coloured female and one of the young females that fledged in 2000. Both nests 
are thought to have fledged young with feeding flights continuing throughout the full 56 day 
fledging period.  

Birds had returned to Marton Mere by 24 October. Two were seen on this date and this 
was also the peak count in November and December. Only singles were reported from 
Leighton Moss during the second winter period, though birds were presumably more abundant 
than this suggests.  
 The only other record was one at MSW on at least 10-12 December. 
 
LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta 
Scarce but increasing visitor, mainly to coastal marshes. 

At least one was on the Ribble Estuary and another on the Lune, roosting at Ashton Hall, 
during January and February. However, the blue-ringed escapee from 2003 was seen at 
Brockholes Quarry on several dates in February, April and May, and may have been responsible 
for some of the Ribble reports. Certainly the evidence suggested no more than two or three 
birds wintering in the county. 
 Spring passage was rather modest but included two on the Ribble Estuary in April with 
the escapee. Elsewhere, birds lingered on the Lune and were seen briefly on the Wyre. The 
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highlight of May was one at Stocks Reservoir on the 16-17th, the seventh record in east 
Lancashire. 
 Two were at Pilling Marsh on 5 June; 
the only early summer records were singles 
at Leighton Moss on 1 June and MMWWT 
on 5 July. Birds began to return from mid-
July, with up to three at Marshside and on 
the Wyre Estuary. Numbers increased in 
August, with up to four on the Wyre and 
three on the Conder Estuary and at 
Marshside; the month also saw scattered 
singles on and near the coast with the most 
easterly at Brockholes Quarry on the 30th & 
31st. 
 September was quieter, but did 
produce four at Marshside on the 9th and 
up to two on the Wyre Estuary and on 
Pilling Sands as well as three singles 
elsewhere. Two remained on the Wyre in 
October, when the only other reports were 
from Leighton Moss and Cockersands. 
Most unexpected, given the date, were four 
flying south offshore at Formby Point on 5 
November. Otherwise, there were perhaps 
four birds in total in the county in 
November and December, with a couple 
each on the Ribble and Lune Estuaries. One 
of the birds on the Ribble was the blue-
ringed escape, which remained in the area 
into 2005, but the rest of the ‘wire-hoppers’ 
appear to have died or dispersed. 
 There was no evidence of prospecting 
or nesting in the county this year, and the number of annual records has stabilised and perhaps 
even declined of late.  
 
GREAT WHITE EGRET Egretta alba 
Vagrant 

What was presumably the bird seen earlier the same day on the Lune Estuary near the Golden 
Ball Inn (PA) moved to Leighton Moss on the afternoon of 27 May, remaining there until 13 
June (A&HS et al). It had been colour-ringed as a nestling in northern France in 2003. This 
record has only very recently been submitted to the BBRC but acceptance would appear to be a 
formality. 
 One flew north over SNR at 09.30 on 15 October (PK). This record has been accepted 
by the BBRC and becomes the fifth for the county, assuming the Leighton bird is accepted as 
the fourth. Further records can be expected as this species continues to occur more frequently 
in Britain. 
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GREY HERON Ardea cinerea 
Scarce breeding resident, regular passage migrant and winter visitor 

Monthly Peak Counts  
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
M Bay WeBS 8 14 6 8 14 23 13 13 22 14 17 42 
Ribble WeBS 15 1 4 2 11 14 n/c n/c 18 16 9* 11* 
* incomplete counts 

Few counts were received for the early part of the year; they included peaks of 23 in February 
and 24 in April at Brockholes Quarry. An unusual record concerned four heading north well 
offshore at Starr Gate on 28 May. 
 There were about 50 nests in the Claughton heronry, further evidence of stabilisation 
following significant decline. The Entwistle heronry increased again to 42 nests, 37 of which 
were seen to hold young, while the only regular Fylde colony in Stanley Park, Blackpool held 
around 34 nests. In the east, counts away from Entwistle included seven nests at Waterfoot, 
one at Whitworth and probably one Crawshawbooth, whilst 15 were at the Read heronry 
before the breeding season and nest-building was noted at Winckley Hall. In central Lancashire 
a pair again nested at Cuerden Valley Park. The south-west colonies were broadly stable and 
included 22 nests at Knowsley Park, 20 at Ince Blundell, 18 at a confidential site and ten at 
Kings Covert. 
 Dispersal was pronounced from late July, when one headed high south-west at 
Sunderland Point on the 28th and one passed south offshore at Formby Point on the 31st. 
Counts at roost and feeding sites in July and August included up to 22 at SNR, 18 at Skippool 
Creek and 16 at Foulridge Reservoir. 
 During the autumn there were good counts in St. Helens at both Prescot Reservoirs (ten) 
and Eccleston Mere (twelve) in September and October. Also in October up to eleven were on 
the Calder at Gawthorpe. The only notable count in the second winter period was of 13 in 
south Liverpool at Cressington Shore. 
 One at Marton Mere on 31 August was seen to take a Little Grebe. A melanistic bird was 
recorded on the Lune between Wray and Hornby in September and October.  
 
WHITE STORK Ciconia ciconia 
Rare passage migrant, true picture increasingly clouded by free flying captive birds. 

Another busy year, but 
unfortunately only marginally 
more satisfactory than the last 
‘good showing’ in 2002. There 
were unconfirmed reports during 
April from Hambleton and 
Warton on the Fylde, and a 
ringed bird was seen on Edisford 
playing fields, Clitheroe on the 
30th and then in flight nearby. 
What was probably the same bird 
flew north east over Cow Ark on 
1 May and was seen later that day 
over Stocks Reservoir and over 
Fence the following morning. 
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 The ringed bird was marked at Animal Park, Planckendael, Mechelen, Belgium (51°00'N 
4°31'E), on 15 April 2002, as a free-flying adult male. It had previously been wearing a blue ring 
and was apparently an escape from captivity. On 23-24 April 2003 it was one of two birds seen 
at Alton Water, Suffolk and was one of a pair nest-building at Horbury near Wakefield in 
Yorkshire the following week, but both birds had left this site by 29 April. 
 Two birds which flew over Stocks Reservoir on 21 May seem likely to have been this 
pair, and there is no evidence that any wild birds were recorded in the county but at least none 
of the free-flying individuals from the Harewood House collection appeared to have wandered 
across the border this year. 
 
SPOONBILL Platalea leucorodia 
Scarce annual visitor in summer and autumn to coastal marshes 

It was an excellent year for sightings of Spoonbills, although there was probably a lot of 
duplication of records during the summer. 
 The first-winter remained on the Ribble Estuary in the Freckleton-Hesketh Marsh area 
from 2003 until at least 8 April. Previous winter records were detailed in the 2003 report. What 
was assumed to be the Ribble bird spent five hours at Brockholes Quarry on 21 April before 
leaving to the south-east; it had also visited this site in November-December 2003. A first-
summer commuted between the Eric Morecambe complex and Leighton Moss from 25 to 28 
April – clearly there is a possibility this was the earlier bird. 
 There were none in the normally favoured month of May, but on 1 June three flew south 
over Pilling Marsh and an adult was at Marshside on at least 2 & 5 June. There were then no 
reports until three at Marshside on 10 July. These were then seen flying over MMWWT on the 
14th before returning to Marshside where they remained until the 17th. Two feeding briefly at 
MMWWT on 16 July may have been different birds, since the Marshside group appeared to 
stick together, but it is impossible to be certain. 
 
HONEY BUZZARD* Pernis apivorus 
Rare passage migrant. 

Although claims ran into double figures there were only two adequately documented records, 
both from SNR. In spring one flew south-east on 14 May (PK); the autumn saw a dark adult 
over east on 7 Aug (AJC et al). 
 
RED KITE Milvus milvus 
Formerly vagrant, now rare but annual visitor largely due to successful reintroduction 
schemes elsewhere in Britain. 

There was a wide scattering of reports in all months other than May, July and November but 
most were short-stayers, so it is difficult to be certain as to the number of individuals involved. 
There is no real evidence of colonisation yet from nearby releases though, with only one or 
maybe two birds in summer. 
 The popular Fober Farm/Newton-in Bowland bird from 2003 remained until at least 1 
March. The ELOC report is cautious about separating this from other Bowland reports on 10 
& 22 March and 19, 26 & 29 April, although, with records from Hurstwood on 10 Jan and one 
west over Burnley on 20 April, it seems likely that there were at least a couple of birds in the 
area in the early year. 
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 There was a series of records from the well watched Leighton Moss-Warton Crag area 
through spring and summer including on 30 March, 10 April and 8-9 & 25 June. The only other 
reports between May and September were all in the east, with one west over Whalley Abbey on 
10 June, one at Twiston on 13 August and another at Newton-in-Bowland on 7 September. 
 Perhaps the most interesting record of the year concerned two high south, heading 
towards Downholland Moss on 9 October. The only late winter record was one near Carnforth 
on two dates in mid-December.  
 
MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruginosus 
Uncommon passage migrant, rare in east. Rare breeder. Rare in winter. 

A male and three females were breeding at Leighton Moss. Five and three young fledged  from 
two nests, the third female was thought to have attempted to nest unsuccessfully. A second, 
immature, male tried to set up territory but was continually seen off by the adult, it eventually 
set up territory at nearby Haweswater, where it successfully bred with a fourth female, fledging 
four young. At least two females summered in the south-west but there was no evidence of 
nesting. 
 A male was reported roosting at Crossens Marsh on 10 February. Otherwise the first 
returning bird was one at Leighton Moss on 18 March. Migrants were seen during March and 
April at Aldcliffe, Altcar, MMWWT, Mythop, Naze Point and SNR and spring passage 
concluded with one at Stocks Reservoir on 9 May and perhaps the same bird on United 
Utilities land in Bowland on the 10th and 23rd. 
 Away from Leighton Moss and the south-west mosslands, the first of autumn was a 
female in-off at SNR on 1 August. There was a particularly marked passage in the south-west, 
particularly on the Altcar and Formby mosses, where up to eight birds were present on one 
date in mid-August. Birds seen here at this time included at least one adult male, one second-
year male and seven female/immatures. Two wing-tagged birds seen here had both been 
marked on the Tay Marshes in Scotland. At least four were at MMWWT during August and 
ones and twos lingered at several sites on the Ribble Estuary and the southern Morecambe Bay-
Over Wyre area. In the east of the county a female was at Whitendale on 15 August, a juvenile 
at Stocks Reservoir on the 18th and a juvenile on Catlow Fell on the 22nd. 
 At least five were seen at MMWWT in the first half of September and a minimum of five 
were also on the nearby Altcar and Formby mosses, where birds were seen until the 27th. 
Elsewhere, records thinned out greatly during September, with two at Marshside on the 9th and 
singles at St. Annes Moss on the 2nd, Scronkey on the 3rd and Rossall on the 6th. 
 An ‘immature’ was at Marshside on 16-17 October and perhaps just this one wandering 
bird was responsible for records at MMWWT on 4 & 13 November, Banks Marsh on the 10th 
and across the Ribble at Warton Bank on the 20th. There did, however, appear to be a couple 
of birds in the area during December, with one described as a second-winter male at Marshside 
on the 4th and a juvenile at MMWWT for several dates mid-month. 
 
HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus 
Uncommon visitor to coasts and hills outside breeding season. Rare breeder. 

Six out of eight nesting attempts on the United Utilities estate in Bowland land were successful, 
fledging 25 young. This was the most for approximately two decades, and all the more 
important for the fact that the Forest of Bowland was the only site in England to hold breeding 
Hen Harriers in 2004.  
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 The high productivity was down to a combination of factors including good weather, 
increased prey availability and the long-term commitment to management practices to suit this 
species. There were at least three other Bowland nesting attempts, including two pairs on the 
Abbeystead estate which fledged three young. A notable influx of birds in the last week of 
March and first week of April led to estimates of 30-40 birds being present in the whole area 
for all or part of the breeding season. All monitored chicks were ringed and wing-tagged, half 
were fitted with radio transmitters. 
 In the first winter period a minimum of eight birds were present in Bowland and one or 
two at other inland sites including north Lancashire, Rossendale and Belmont. On and near the 
coast up to three different birds were on the Rainford mosses, three at MMWWT and two each 
at Warton Bank and Marshside with scattered singles. The last of the spring on the coast was a 
ringtail at Warton Bank to 1 May that proved very popular with bird racers. 
 Birds returned to lowland sites from 1 September, when a ringtail was at MMWWT. 
During the passage period three were seen on Pilling Marsh on 10 October and one came in-
off from the direction of Walney at Sunderland Point on 15 October. There were up to three 
during the second winter period at MMWWT, with Altcar and Warton Bank holding up to two 
and scattered singles including birds at regular sites such as the St. Helens mosses and Leighton 
Moss. Numbers inland were greater, with a November influx producing 15-25 birds in 
Bowland. 
 
GOSHAWK Accipiter gentilis 
Rare breeding bird. Possible rare spring and autumn passage migrant / post breeding 
dispersal. 

Birds were reported as present during the breeding season at three sites with potentially suitable 
habitat. Display was noted at one of these and up to three birds were noted at another, so the 
species appears to be hanging on as a Lancashire breeding bird. 
 Extralimital records this year were an interesting mix, not least because they included 
several clearly reliable coastal occurrences rather than unsubstantiated reports. A female was 
seen by three experienced observers at Shard Bridge on 2 Sept, and barely a week later a male 
was seen by another experienced observer at Cockersands. With another September record at 
Birkdale on the 22nd and one on 2 April 2 at Skelmersdale White Moss the occurrence pattern 
just possibly points to some kind of passage movement, though this must still be regarded with 
caution. 
 
SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus 
Fairly common breeding resident, uncommon passage migrant. 

Probable spring migrants were noted at two well-watched coastal sites: one headed north over 
Rossall on 30 March, whilst at Heysham there were two on 2 April and one on the 15th . 
 Three monitored pairs in the Pilling-Preesall area fledged five young from 12 eggs. A 
brood of six young all fledged successfully from a site in south Liverpool, and a pair at Pilling 
Lane Ends fledged three young. Two pairs bred at Hesketh Golf Course for the first time and, 
although they nested within 500 metres of each other, both were successful. 
 Early dispersal was noted at Starr Gate, where one headed south offshore on 29 July. 
More typical passage records began with three south at Anchorsholme on 5 Sept and continued 
with three through Fairhaven between 1 and 8 October and two high south at SNR on 16 Oct. 
Of particular note was the minimum of eight accompanying the massive thrush passage over 
Marshside on 9 October. 
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 As is often the case some interesting information on prey species and hunting activity was 
received. One took a Water Rail at Marton Mere in February; an immature taking a Collared 
Dove in a Rossendale garden on 19 September hit a window and both birds died; and a female 
took a bat over a West Bradford garden pond on 8 October. 
 
BUZZARD Buteo buteo 
Uncommon but increasing breeding and wintering bird. Uncommon passage migrant. 

Evidence of further expansion came with some excellent counts and several breeding records 
from new and recently colonised areas. Continued spread was noted in St. Helens, the Fylde 
and south Liverpool. 
 Early year peak counts included 15 in the Dunsop Valley on 28 February, nine at 
MMWWT in February, and eight at Prescot Reservoirs and seven at Leighton Moss in January. 
Strong evidence of migration has become more difficult to establish as the range in the county 
expands, but four west together over Brockholes Quarry on 17 March were regarded as passage 
birds. The only Rossendale records in the first half of they year were singles at Loveclough on 2 
May and Hazelhurst on the 11th. 
 There were at least eight territories in Bowland: three around Abbeystead, one in the 
Trough, two at Dunsop and two near Stocks Reservoir. At least three sites were again occupied 
in the Fylde, and at least one pair was in east Lancashire away from Bowland. A pair attempted 
to nest in the south Liverpool area. 
 Counts of five to six at several sites in August may well have related to family parties. 
Two in Rectory Wood, Heysham on 8 August were fairly notable. Fourteen at MMWWT on 3 
Sept were a site record, showing just how well established the species now is in the south-west. 
There were also up to eight together early in September at Plex Moss, and seven later in the 
month at Sefton Meadows. Autumn passage was again generally difficult to confirm, though 
five through Rossendale in the period 20 Sept to 8 Oct included three in the Musbury Valley on 
the latter date. The largest count late in the year was ten circling over Tarleton on 1 Nov, with 
up to eight also at Leighton Moss that month.  
 
OSPREY Pandion hailiaetus 
Fairly common passage migrant 

There was again an early arrival, with one at Belmont on 15 March followed quickly by birds in 
the Lune Valley at Arkholme on the 16th and Tunstall the next day. At least ten were seen 
during the month, with several reports in the east and others at Marton Mere, Morecambe, 
Skelmersdale and Southport. 
 It is difficult to be sure how much duplication was involved in April reports, but it was 
the busiest month of the year with around twenty recorded. More were seen in the east of the 
county than the west, including two at Stocks Reservoir on the 9th. Birds were noted 
throughout the month but only one was seen during the 14th-22nd.  
 Passage quickly tailed off in May, with around seven seen. Again there were reports both 
inland and on the coast, including one ‘in-off’ at SNR on the 1st. Mid-summer records 
continued to increase, including four in June, at Barrow Lodge on the 8th, Leck Fell on the 
19th, Dunsop Valley on the 22nd-27th and Leighton Moss on the 29th. Other summer reports 
came from Leighton Moss on 2 July, Leighton Moss and MMWWT on 21 July, the Langden 
Valley on the 27th and MSW on 1 Aug. 
 A juvenile with a missing primary, first seen in the Marton Mere area of Blackpool, 
roosting in Stanley Park and hunting around Mythop on 14-21 Aug, was at MMWWT on 22 
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Aug and seen regularly from 23 Aug to 16 Sept at Downholland Moss and Mere Sands Wood. 
Otherwise, it was very quiet in August, with one at Stocks Reservoir on the 21st and possibly 
just one at Leighton Moss from the 25th to 28th. 
 Other than the long-staying juvenile September produced just five singles, at Hornby on 
the 4th, Quernmore on the 8th, Leighton Moss and area on the 8th & 9th and Abbeystead on 
the 9th. The last of the year went south over Towneley Golf Course, Burnley on the 22nd. 
 
KESTREL Falco tinnunculus 
Fairly common breeding resident, uncommon passage migrant. 

Breeding was confirmed in five out of ten territories on the United Utilities Bowland estate. A 
good vole year undoubtedly had a significant impact on breeding performance, with a slight 
increase in territories and excellent productivity; one Bowland pair fledged all six eggs in their 
clutch. In the Pilling-Preesall area success was less impressive, with nine pairs fledging 15 young 
from 37 eggs. Birds were recorded from 18 sites in Rossendale in the breeding season, while 
three pairs were at the Castle Cement quarries in Clitheroe. A decline was noted at MSW for 
the seventh year in succession.  
 First evidence of the annual double-figure post-breeding flocks concerned 15 at 
Fairsnape, Bowland on 20 July, while in early August up to twelve fed on the saltmarsh off 
Warton Bank, and eleven on the opposite side of the Ribble at Marshside. Further east there 
were nine on the hills around Clowbridge Reservoir on the 16th. The birds at Fairsnape and on 
the Ribble were both thought to be feeding mainly on craneflies. 
 In spring presumed migrants went north off Rossall on 18 March and offshore at Starr 
Gate on 25 March and 16 April. The only evidence of autumn movement concerned one 
moving south offshore past Formby on 31 July. 
 
MERLIN Falco columbarius 
Uncommon winter visitor, particularly to coasts and mossland. Scarce breeder in hills. 

There appeared to be rather fewer on favoured coastal sites than in recent winters. Peak counts 
included three in the Marshside-Crossens area in both winter periods, and in the first part of 
the year two each at Bickerstaffe Moss, MMWWT and the Wyre Estuary. There were, however, 
widespread reports of singles from inland sites in winter. 
 Spring passage was noted at several coastal and other lowland sites during April, 
including at MMWWT and Marshside on the 20th, Heysham and SNR on the 24th, and at 
Reed’s Moss and a new bird at SNR hunting Wheatears on the 27th. 
 There were nine nesting attempts on the United Utilities Bowland estate compared to five 
in 2002 and six in 2003. However, the number of birds fledged was about the same as in 2003 
(about 21); wet weather from mid-June led to the complete loss of one brood and the deaths of 
chicks in most of the others. A further six nesting attempts occurred in Bowland with unknown 
outcomes. Two pairs in the ROC area both failed, while one was successful in the West 
Pennine Moors, but another traditional site was unoccupied.  
 Presumably the same remarkably early bird was on the coast at Conder Green on 10 July 
then Pilling Lane Ends the next day. More expected was a return to several coastal haunts in 
early August, including Lytham on the 2nd, Warton Bank on the 4th and Marshside the next 
day. Other than up to three at Marshside, there were no notable reports in the second winter 
period but casual records showed singles to be widespread inland and on the coast. 
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HOBBY Falco subbuteo 
Uncommon but increasing passage migrant, rare breeder. 

The Hobby continues to consolidate in Lancashire, for example the twelve bird-days at 
Brockholes Quarry were a record there. Interestingly, a high proportion of birds aged were 
first-summers, but it is not clear how many are not submitted with details of age when the 
record relates to an adult bird. 
 Typically, the first arrived in early May, with singles at Brockholes on the 3rd and 
MMWWT on the 5th. The next were singles at Altcar Moss and Stocks Reservoir on the 28th. 
The Stocks bird was seen again on the 31st while Hobbies were seen almost daily at Altcar 
through until September. 
 Additional June reports all came from the Preston area and the south-west, with birds 
noted at Brockholes Quarry, Lightfoot Green, MMWWT, Mere Sands Wood, Prescot 
Reservoirs and Sands Lake, Ainsdale, while July produced six bird-days at both Brockholes and 
Prescot Reservoirs. Elsewhere, two were at the Old Coach Road, St. Helens mid-month and 
MSW late in the month and singles on one or two dates at Cabin Hill, Catterall, Helmshore, 
Lightfoot Green, Marshside, MMWWT and Myerscough Quarry. 
 Although no breeding was confirmed, the series of records from the Ribble valley and 
south-west mosses, where sightings remained regular until 18 September, were suggestive.  
 Singles were also seen in August at Belmont, Billington, Crosby Marine Park, Hornby, 
Hothersall, Lower Foulridge Res, MMWWT, Mythop, Oakenclough, Plex Moss and Tarleton 
but, typically, few were seen in September with no records away from Brockholes and the 
south-west mosses. Finally a very late juvenile was reported at Haydock Park on 16 Oct. 
 
PEREGRINE Falco peregrinus 
Uncommon winter visitor, especially to coasts. Scarce breeder. 

Encouraging evidence of a good breeding season was received. There were a typical seven 
nesting attempts on the United Utilities Bowland estate but, in sharp contrast to the previous 
two years, productivity was well above average, with an absolute minimum of eleven young 
fledged. Limited information was received from elsewhere in Bowland, but the only other pair 
where the outcome was known was successful. 
 Elsewhere, three pairs in the Burnley area fledged five young in total and in Rossendale a 
pair fledged four young and birds were present at two or three other sites. A pair on the Lune 
Estuary fledged four young, a pair at Southport two young and success was also noted at 
Warton Crag and Clitheroe. Clearly, this is an incomplete picture but very strong evidence of a 
good season. 
 An interesting series of observations concerned a large female at SNR from 2003 until at 
least the end of January and again at the end of the year. It was seen hunting large gulls and 
attempting unsuccessfully to take a (very surprised) Cormorant in the air. Its unorthodox 
hunting technique consisted of hanging in the updraft over the animal feed warehouse and its 
unusual range of attempted prey also included Pochard, Mallard and Carrion Crow. Showing 
similar opportunism, one took a Leach’s Petrel at Rossall Point on 19 September. 
 Counts outside the breeding season included threes at Marton Mere in April, SNR in May 
and Marshside throughout the year. Escaped falconer’s hybrids continue to be something of a 
problem, one was at MMWWT early in the year and another (or perhaps the same) was at 
Marshside in November.  
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WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus 
Uncommon winter visitor. Rare breeder. 

No information was received from Leighton Moss which supports the overwhelming majority 
of the county’s breeding and wintering birds. The only records from north Lancashire came 
from Heysham where two or three were seen on the nature reserve in both winters and four or 
five on Middleton Industrial Estate. 
 The only proven breeding record was by a pair on Warton Marsh which was seen with a 
juvenile from 4 June. Numbers at Marton Mere peaked at eight on 17 Feb and ten on 3 Nov 
but the total wintering population is not known; none was seen there between 29 April and 2 
Sept. Other Fylde records were one found dead in central Blackpool on 14 Oct and singles at 
Barnaby’s Sands on 30 Oct and Fleetwood Nature Park on 28 Nov. 
 All records in central Lancashire were of singles: at Cuerden Valley Park in both winter 
periods, Withnell Fold in January, Eccleston in March, Brockholes Quarry in September and 
Birkacre in October. One calling at Belmont’s Ornamental Reservoir on 29 June suggested 
probable breeding; one was seen nearby on 21 October. In the east of the county there was an 
unusual report of one at Lomeshaye Marsh all summer – after a calling bird had been heard on 
four dates in March and April – but breeding was not confirmed; two were seen there on 31 
Dec. Lee Green Reservoir produced most records with one or two seen fairly regularly until 8 
May and at least from 30 Oct to the end of the year. Elsewhere, there were singles at Rowley 
Lake in January, October and November, Martholme in January, Swinden Reservoir in 
November and Barden Marsh in December. There were no records in Rossendale. 
 Records of one at MMWWT on 15-25 July point to probable breeding there; one or two 
were seen in October and December. One was seen regularly at Mere Sands Wood from 29 
Feb to 4 April, and singles were reported sporadically from various parts of the reserve from 23 
Aug through to December. The Rimrose Valley remains the main site on Merseyside with at 
least five there at both ends of the year. Two on 17 November was the only record received 
from Marshside. At least was one at Sands Lake, Ainsdale during both winters and one was 
calling at Tagg’s Island, Birkdale on 7 April. One remained at Seaforth until 16 January, another 
was seen in the new reedbed chasing a Spotted Crake on 11 August and further singles were 
seen in October and December. 
 
SPOTTED CRAKE Porzana porzana 
Scarce migrant. Rare breeder. 

The last was seen in Lancashire in 2001 so this year’s four records marked a welcome return. 
 The first were juveniles, at MMWWT on 11-31 Aug (LB et al) and in the new reedbed at 
Seaforth (a reserve first) on 11-12 Aug (PK et al). A second bird, this one an adult, was found 
at MMWWT on 15 Aug, again remaining until the 31st. The coincidence of these arrival dates 
suggests a substantial influx of Spotted Crakes may have taken place in early August. 
 The final record was again at Seaforth, this time an adult on the saltmarsh, seen only on 
15 Oct (GaT et al). 
 



52 Lancashire Bird Report 2004  

MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus 
Common winter visitor and breeder. 
International importance: 20000. National importance: 7500 

Monthly peak counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
MMWWT  360 280 340 330 290 300 370 /  390 410 420 440 

Martin Mere remains the only site that supports really large numbers of Moorhens. No 
information was received from the two other major sites of Marshside and Leighton Moss this 
year. 
 An estimated 40-60 pairs bred at MMWWT and at least 14 broods were raised at Mere 
Sands Wood. Widespread breeding was reported elsewhere, including 34 pairs on a 25km 
stretch of the Leeds-Liverpool Canal from Liverpool to the Merseyside border just beyond 
Lydiate, and four pairs on and eastern section of the canal between Feniscowles and Riley 
Green. A record nine pairs bred at Belmont Reservoir but no other site reported more than 
three pairs. Moorhens probably bred on almost every suitable water body throughout the 
county although no records were received from north Lancashire.  
 Outside of the breeding season the largest counts away from MMWWT included 25 in 
the Sankey Valley on 18 Jan, 18 at Naze Point on 28 Feb, 76 on Leeds-Liverpool Canal from 
Bootle to Crosby on 29 Nov and 25 at Calderstones Park, Liverpool on 9 December.   
 
COOT Fulica atra 
Abundant winter visitor and common breeder. 
International importance: 17500. National importance: 1730 

Monthly peak counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Southport ML 699 248 16 13 12 167 106 385 715 967 1008 604 
MMWWT 780 510 290 105 117 118 134 213 200 454 600 795 
Brockholes Q 73 75 70 34 50 120 162 178 209 110 100 90 
SNR/CML 97 58 49 33 19 80 103 127 127 103 69 153 
MBS WeBS 71 78 148 112 64 38 43 25 43 34 132 6 
Ribble WeBS 123 72 81 48 100 39 / / 126 52 133 122 

As usual, Southport Marine Lake and MMWWT predominated, but no records were received 
from Leighton Moss or Marshside.  
Other sites supporting more than 100 at some time during the year included Marton Mere 
(peak 206 on 11 Oct), Ream Hills (peak 280 on 14 Nov), Myerscough Quarry (peak 170 on 2 
Jan) and Pine Lake (668 on 24 Oct. Other peak counts included 43 at Mere Sands Wood in 
January, 50 at Carr Mill Dam on 7 Jan, 90 at Glasson on 24 July, 46 on Prescot Reservoirs on 8 
Aug, 87 at Stanley Park, Blackpool on 4 Sept, 77 at Bourbles Pit on 3 Oct and 127 on the 
Leeds-Liverpool Canal from Bootle to Crosby on 29 Nov. The largest count in east Lancashire 
was a lowly 19 at Rishton Reservoir on 25 Jan and few were seen in Rossendale or the West 
Pennine Moors. 
Breeding records included 20 pairs at MMWWT, ten broods at Mere Sands Wood,  seven pairs 
at SNR and 115 pairs on a 25km stretch of the Leeds-Liverpool from Liverpool to the 
Merseyside border at Lydiate. Five or six pairs on the Middleton Industrial Estate were the only 
ones reported from north Lancashire, and there was little more than a thin scattering of 
breeding pairs in east Lancashire and Rossendale – although one pair on Holden Wood 
Reservoir was the first for some time. Moderate numbers were reported breeding in central 
Lancashire and on the West Pennine reservoirs. 
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OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostralegus 
Abundant winter visitor. Common breeding bird. 
International importance: 10200. National importance: 3200 

WeBS counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
MBS 29264 22610 12488 7134 4626 3103 9491 30097 29573 10928 28955 37874 
Ribble 19915 7472 9112 3268 988 682 / / 8209 7405 11299* 11845* 
Alt 547 612 346 1123 54 41 98 421 2004 1904 1612 1371 
*incomplete 

Morecambe Bay continued to be the most important site in Lancashire and, together with its 
Cumbrian sections, in Britain. The December total was the highest ever in winter and the 
second largest on record, following 44560 in October 2002. Ribble counts show larger 
fluctuations but no clear trend, while numbers on the Alt continue to decline, largely as a result 
of smaller roosts at Seaforth.  
 The first returning inland bird was at Stocks Reservoir on 10 January. Other early 
returns were singles at Earnsdale Reservoir on 20 January, Mere Sands Wood on 3 February, 
three at Belmont Reservoir on the 5th, three at Altham on the 6th, two at Clitheroe on the 7th 
and nine at Brockholes Quarry also on the 7th. Further records included two at Burholme on 
10 February which rose to 40 on the 21st and peaked at 117 on 8 March. The first count at 
Prescot Reservoirs was 17 on 16 February rising to 69 on 20 March (a St. Helens area record). 
Stocks Reservoir peaked at 75 birds on 8 March, Barnacre Reservoir had 88 on 9 March, 
Brockholes Quarry saw 60 on 15 March and MMWWT had a record count of 68 on 17 March. 
Myerscough Quarry had 54 on 28 March and numbers at Belmont Reservoir reached 31 (a site 
record) on 29 March. 
 Breeding records included 63 pairs on Carnforth Marsh; 17 were seen on territory on a 
circular walk between Pilling and Eagland Hill; four pairs at Belmont Reservoir fledged at least 
four young; three pairs at MMWWT; three pairs were present at Mossborough Hall; two pairs 
were resident in the locality of Withnell Fold Flash in May; two pairs bred at Seaforth without 
success; one pair fledged two young at Delph Reservoir; one pair was present with two young 
at Prescot Reservoirs; one pair fledged a single young at Brockholes Quarry; and one pair was 
sitting at Grane valley though no young were recorded. 
 High individual counts included 7908 between the Wyre and Cocker Estuaries and 3800 
at Arm Hill on 19 September. 
 Most birds had left upland areas by the end of August. The last sighting from east 
Lancashire were singles at Altham on 8 November and Grove Lane Marsh on 21 December. 
 
AVOCET Recurvirostra avosetta 
Recently established breeding bird, scarce passage migrant, vagrant in winter. 

The first to arrive were two on the Eric Morecambe complex on 3 March. Birds were present at 
Marshside from 8 March while MMWWT had its first pair on 10 April. 
 Up to 13 pairs were seen at Marshside during the breeding season with a peak of nine 
females sitting on M1 on 1 May. These produced five clutches from which about 14 fledged. A 
further clutch hatched on M2 but the juveniles were predated. Nine pairs were on the Eric 
Morecambe complex with a peak of 24 birds. Each pair made at least two nesting attempts but 
only eleven hatched from five nests and none fledged, probably due to predation –  large gulls 
were seen to take the first brood to hatch. A peak of seven birds occurred at MMWWT and, by 
the first week in May, two pairs were nesting on the newly created wetland that seven months 
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before had been a carrot field. A further pair arrived and were sitting on eggs in the last week of 
May. Two pairs each fledged one young – the first breeding record at this site. 
 Birds were seen at other sites presumably on route to or from the above breeding sites. 
Two flew east over Granny’s Bay, Fairhaven on 1 April and perhaps the same two were at 
Freckleton Naze on the 7th. Two pairs stayed for a day at SNR on 13 May with one pair mating 
and scrape-making; another was there on 20 May and two on 3 June.  
 The last birds were at MMWWT on 23 July and an adult and four juveniles were at Naze 
Point, Freckleton between 31 July and 4 August. The final sightings were at Marshside with two 
first-winters on 27-30 October and again on 4 November. 
 
STONE CURLEW Burhinus oedicnemus 
Vagrant. 

One was found in the late afternoon of 29 June near Solomon’s Temple on Withnell Moor (IC, 
HS) and was seen by several other observers by nightfall. It was still present in the same area 
the next morning but flew off in the direction of White Coppice before being relocated around 
2.30 p.m. back near the original area, when it again flew off in the direction of White Coppice. 
 The bird bore a white colour ring but the RSPB Stone Curlew project workers were 
unable to confirm anything more than that it had been ringed somewhere in Britain as a 
nestling.  
 This was the tenth record for Lancashire and the first since singles at Fleetwood and 
Liverpool in August 1990.  
 
LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius 
Fairly common on passage. Scarce breeder. 

The first was at Brockholes Quarry on 13 March, only a day short of our earliest record. Given 
the early date it was thought that one seen on the 15-16th was the same bird. The only other 
March records were singles at Marshside on the 23rd, Brockholes on the 24-25th with three 
there on the 29th, and at Dockacres on the 30th.  
 MMWWT’s first of the year came on 4 April and six were there on the 28th. There were 
many arrivals throughout the county during April, including five on several dates at Brockholes 
Quarry, eight at Marshside on the 18th, four at Seaforth, three at Altham, two at Conder Green 
and at Hare Tarn, and singles at the Keer Estuary, Lancaster, Holden Wood Reservoir, 
Belmont Reservoir, Alston Reservoir, Calder Foot, Myerscough Quarry, Mythop and Prescot 
Reservoirs. 
 Many had settled to breed during May but there were new arrivals at Stocks Reservoir, 
Lee Quarry, Lightfoot Green Pools, Walverden Reservoir and Aldcliffe. 
 Breeding was confirmed with two pairs at Brockholes Quarry (one successful), Altham 
(one successful) Foulridge Reservoir (both successful) and Seaforth (both successful), and 
single pairs at Delph Reservoir (successful), Belmont Reservoir (nest lost to flooding), Springs 
Reservoir (successful – first site breeding record), Castle Cement Quarry at Clitheroe (young 
predated by Kestrels), Stocks Reservoir (successful), Silverdale Moss (outcome unknown) and 
MMWWT (successful). One pair probably bred at Calf Hey Reservoir. A male displayed briefly 
at Middleton Industrial Estate on 1 June before deciding the pond was unsuitable – it was the 
only record at Heysham all year.  
 As usual most passage birds turned up at breeding sites and were sometimes difficult to 
distinguish from residents. However, 13 at Brockholes Quarry on 7 & 10 July and a record 15 
on the 13th certainly included a large majority of migrants, including a colour-ringed first-
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summer female on 10 July, which had been trapped on the nest at Nosterfield Gravel Pit in 
North Yorkshire on 22 June 2004. Other peak counts included nine at MMWWT on 14 July, 
four at Conder Green on 1 July and four on the Eric Morecambe complex on 2 & 9 July with 
five there on the 12th and seven on the 14th. Single(s) were at Prescot Reservoirs on five dates 
in late June and July with a last bird on 8 August, at Aldcliffe on 4 July and new juveniles at 
Seaforth on 15 & 17 August. The final reports for the year came from Ream Hill flood, 
Blackpool with two juveniles present on 4-11 September with one remaining to the 12th. 
Brockholes Quarry had a daily maximum of three on the 4 September, with an adult and 
juvenile present until the 17th and a single on the 26th.  
 
RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula 
Common passage migrant and winter visitor. Scarce breeding bird. 
International importance: 730. National importance: 330 (winter); 300 (passage) 

WeBS counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
MBS 29 143 10 225 84 5 7 183 156 180 100 158 
Ribble 180 25 10 638 658 38 / / 100 56 66 28 
Alt / 11 9 635 278 8 12 153 29 22 18 69 

Numbers wintering on the Alt continue to decline, largely due to the loss of the flock at 
Seaforth/Crosby Marine Park. Those on Morecambe Bay and the Ribble are roughly stable 
although the 180 on the Ribble in January was the largest winter count there since 1979. As 
usual, far more were seen during passage periods, particularly in spring. The April count on the 
Alt was by the far the largest ever there in spring but 611 of the 635 total were at Formby Point 
and may have been ‘Ribble birds’ temporarily seeking an alternative roost site. Spring passage 
was extremely weak on the Ribble and, although the April count on Morecambe Bay was the 
highest since 1998, the trend there continues to be downward. 
 Counts not included in the WeBS figures include 44 on 9 January at Morecambe, where 
55 on 15 November included two colour-ringed birds whose origins have not been traced. 
Counts at Heysham peaked at 25 in both winter periods and 60 on 19 May. Twelve on Garston 
shore on 22 February was the highest count received from the Lancashire Mersey. 
 The first bird returned to an inland breeding territory on the early date of 7 January at 
MMWWT, where numbers rose to ten by 14 February. Two males had returned to Seaforth on 
20 February with four there by the end of the month. Other reports included singles at 
Brockholes Quarry on 7 March and Stocks Reservoir on the 13-14th.  
 The largest spring counts inland included four at Alston Reservoir on 28 April, seven at 
Brockholes Quarry on 2 & 28 May, nine at Stocks Reservoir on 4 May with up to seven there 
until the 29th, and up to three at Mythop on 4-13 May. 
 Breeding data were sparse. Carnforth Slag Tips remains the county’s most important site 
with 15 pairs, but no information was received from elsewhere in north Lancashire. Up to six 
birds were present at Brockholes Quarry in early June but no breeding occurred. The Sefton 
coast was not fully surveyed but at least one pair bred at Blundellsands, while the Seaforth 
colony was reduced to two pairs, only one of which fledged one juvenile. One pair bred 
successfully on the restored landfill site at Holiday Moss, Rainford.  
 Return passage began at Brockholes Quarry with one on 9 July and 19 adults dropped in 
in classic weather conditions of westerlies, low cloud and rain on the 25th; seven were present 
on 25 August. Nineteen at MMWWT on 12 July were probably mostly breeding birds. Prescot 
Reservoirs had a peak count of eight on 14 August, while a flooded field at Stalmine Moss 
produced a peak of 42 on the 25th. Singles were seen at several other inland sites in August, 
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including Foulridge Reservoir, Sunnyhurst Hey Reservoir and Myerscough Quarry. The last 
inland counts of the year were from the well recorded sites of Brockholes Quarry and Prescot 
Reservoirs, with a juvenile on 18 September and two on the 21st respectively. 
 
DOTTEREL Charadrius morinellus 
Uncommon, but regular spring migrant, scarce in autumn. 

A poor spring passage on Pendle Hill began with a single female on 20 April, followed by one 
on 2-3 May, two on the 8th, then three on the 10-11th. A widespread search found none 
between 12 and 15 May. Six were present on the 16th but had departed the following day. 
 On the 29th April two birds were discovered at Abbeystead in the late afternoon but left 
the following morning. The only other spring record was four at Top o’ Leach on the 
Rossendale border with Rochdale on 3 May. There were no reports from the traditional 
lowland site of Plex Moss. 
 There was one autumn record of a single adult on Pendle Hill on 8 September. 
 
GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria 
Abundant on passage and in winter near coasts. Scarce breeding bird. 
International importance: 8000. National importance: 2500 

WeBS counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
MBS 1955 1135 848 60 0 0 0 619 102 1822 1068 1442 
Ribble 3031 778 57 0 0 0 / / 378 1348 1302 665 
Alt 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 299 546 0 0 1260 

Golden Plovers are not truly estuarine birds and the WeBS counts often miss the largest 
gatherings. High counts for the year not included in the table included an exceptionally large 
count of 10500 at Pilling/Cockerham/Bank End on 29 November, 6500 on 
Marshside/Crossens on 25 January, 6000 on the Conder Estuary/Lune Estuary on 31 
December and 3000 Glasson on the 13th January. Less significantly, 424 were at Seaforth in 
October. 
 Away from the coast 26 were at Prescot Reservoirs on 7 January, 210 at MMWWT on 
11 January; nine at Brockholes Quarry on 8 February, eight on Cowpe Moss on 15 Feb, 34 at 
Reed’s Moss, Rainford on 24 February. In east Lancashire birds were first noted on 17 January 
and a highly unusual flock of 1000 was reported flying west over Champion Moor on the 25th. 
Small spring passage flocks were seen at this site from 19 February with a peak count of 93 on 
10 March. At Trawden birds were noted from 10 February peaking with at least 180 on 3 
March. Other records included ten at Darwen Moor on 12 February, a pair back on the moors 
above Belmont by 14 February, 47 at Altham and 35 at Sunnybower on 29 February, 33 at 
Walton Spire on 3 March. 
 In Merseyside, 230 were on Garston shore on 25 January, 211 near Halewood on 2 
March and 300 at Marshside on the 25th. Fylde counts in late winter included 240 at Lytham 
Moss on 1 February, 1000 at Moss End on the 25th, 1300 at Pilling on 8 March and 1600 on 
Cockerham Moss. 
 Breeding records were predictably few. Five pairs bred around Belmont and four 
territories were found on the United Utilities Bowland estate, where one nest was located 
containing three eggs which hatched successfully. Four pairs were present at both Pendle and 
Boulsworth Hills although breeding success is not known. A nest with four broken eggs was 
found at Cant Clough Reservoir on 29 April and a pair was seen on Higher Hogshead above 
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Bacup on 2 May, while three birds at Edgerton Moss on 3 May were considered possible 
breeders. 
 Post-breeding dispersal was first noted from 5 July with 15 birds in the Skippool 
Creek/Shard Bridge area; Teal Bay had 20 on 18 July. Numbers increased throughout the 
month and into August with 500 at Cockerham and 400+ at Bank End on 5 August. The 
largest counts in the autumn period included 1200 in the Glasson/Conder Estuary area on 17 
September and 2500 on the Lune Estuary, 1000 at Cockersands on 22 October and 3100 at 
Marshside on 31 December. Away from the coast, Champion Moor played host to a long-
staying flock beginning with 36 on 30 September, with 50 present throughout October and a 
peak of 100 on 12 November. A flock of 23 flew south east over Musbury valley on 18 
December. Birds were also noted on Pendle Hill with 25 on 1 October, 20 on 13 November 
and 19 on 19 December. 
 
GREY PLOVER Pluvialis squatarola 
Abundant passage and winter visitor to coast. Uncommon inland. 
International importance: 2500. National importance: 530 

WeBS counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
MBS 108 200 290 6 0 0 1 467 558 361 222 458 
Ribble 1995 590 5568 2122 3676 14 / / 542 918 1167 785 
Alt 987 2158 1827 2600 1199 0 1 194 2234 1120 1501 1107 

The upward trend on the Alt, where most birds are seen at Formby Point, shows no sign of 
ending, although the only exceptional count this year was a record for September of 2234. At 
least part of the increases on the Alt is accounted for by losses on the Ribble, where numbers 
continued to decline. Likewise, numbers continue to fall on Morecambe Bay, although the 
passage decline may have begun to level out. The Lancashire sectors of Morecambe Bay are no 
longer of national importance in winter but numbers hover just above that threshold on 
passage. 
 Only Formby Point produced a gathering significantly higher than monthly WeBS 
counts with 747 on 21 August. Other individual counts included 205 on St. Annes shore on 7 
January, 90 at Rossall Point on 17 March, 2100 at Marshside on 22 March, 277 at Grannies Bay 
on 5 September and 344 between the Wyre and Cocker Estuaries. 
 Just two inland records were received, both from Brockholes Quarry: singles on 27 
August and 9 October. 
 
LAPWING Vanellus vanellus 
Abundant but decreasing winter visitor, passage bird and fairly common breeder. 
International importance:20000. National importance: 20000 

WeBS counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
MBS 16211 2698 545 206 244 1018 273 3494 4963 8687 7692 14148 
Ribble 13115 962 723 178 276 365 / / 4460 11176 5332 17484 
Alt 640 20 10 6 6 58 99 1200 816 670 1501 1146 
Monthly peak counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
MMWWT 2440 3100 1000 320 300 400 1600 1300 1260 4600 1700 1700 
Brockholes 200 150 60 36 25 200 400 950 850 400 250 40 
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Large individual coastal counts included 3000 at Warton Marsh on 17 January, 7000 at Overton 
Marsh on 11 February, 5100 at Colloway Marsh on 29 November and 8600 on the Lune 
estuary on 12 December 
 Roof-top roosts were noted in both winter periods. At the Jaguar factory in Halewood 
370 birds were seen on 2 January, while the Burnley roosts peaked at 200 in the first winter 
period and 400 in the second. 
 More conventional inland gatherings included 400 at Whinney Hill Tip on 11 January, 
600 at Barnacre Reservoir on 17 January, 500 at Altham and Reed’s Moss, 320 on Croston 
Moss and 310 at Burholme in February, 170 at Stocks Reservoir in March, 588 at Foulridge 
Reservoir and 353 at Parsonage Reservoir in July, 209 at Barrowford Reservoir in September 
and 300 on Champion Moor in November. There were 240 at Delph Reservoir on 3 August 
whilst 340 at nearby Belmont Reservoir on 18 August was the largest count there since 1998. 
 Breeding birds were reported from very many sites. The major nature reserves all had a 
good year with both MMWWT and Marshside setting new records with 131 and 100 pairs 
respectively, and Leighton Moss/Eric Morecambe complex supporting 90 pairs. Around 80 
pairs nested on farmland in the Mossborough Hall/Old Coach Road area and 44 held territory 
in the Pilling/Eagland Hill area. At least 25 pairs were recorded around Belmont Reservoir, 
helped by the mowing of rushes by United Utilities which resulted in the colonisation of some 
fields not used for several years. One small field hosted at least four broods on 27 May, and a 
farmer reported ‘broods in every meadow’. The ten or so pairs on the island at Belmont 
Reservoir had poor success, perhaps due to the expanding Black-headed Gull colony.  
 In Rossendale eight pairs were recorded in the Grane tetrad, and breeding was also 
noted at Whittaker Pasture, Edge Cote, Seat Naze, Sand Beds, Smallshaw Heights, Alden, 
Musbury Valley, Haslingden Moor, Holden Wood Reservoir, Clowbridge and Moss Quarry 
Whitworth. Very few breeding records were received from east Lancashire; they included at 
least four pairs attempting to breed at Stocks Reservoir.  
 
KNOT Calidris canutus 
Abundant winter visitor and passage migrant to coasts. Uncommon inland. 
International importance: 4500. National importance: 2800. 

WeBS counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
MBS 33228 23475 12325 138 1 1 0 107 3572 1071 3817 18096 
Ribble 22160 37970 44947 21536 7155 4845 / / 32246 12346 8900 12806 
Alt 21800 30000 3807 6300 1443 0 1 5590 12661 10513 19006 6157 

The peak count on the Ribble was the highest since 1998 and the largest in winter since 1994, 
but passage numbers continued at the low levels of the past five years. In Morecambe Bay, 
where more birds normally winter but fewer occur on passage than the Ribble, winter numbers 
were extremely low, particularly late in the year. The numbers on the Alt were in line with the 
average during the past ten years and considerably higher than occurred last year.  

Notable site counts included 20000 on Heysham Heliport on 21 Jan, 22000 offshore 
from Marshside on 6 Feb with 8000 there on 17 Aug, 19064 at Formby Point on 21 Aug with 
15000 on 1 Sept (both higher than the WeBS counts for those months). Locally significant 
counts included 2000 at Rossall Point in May, 4000 past Blackpool on 21 April, 2000 at Naze 
Point, Freckleton on 17 July and 5000 at Granny’s Bay, Lytham on 25 Sept 2000.  
 Marton Mere had peaks of 150 in May and June. Further inland there was one at 
MMWWT on 1 May with two there on the 12th and singles at Mythop on 21 Aug and flying 
over Prescot Reservoirs on 26 Oct (the second record for St. Helens). Brockholes Quarry 
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recorded one on 16-21 March, a total of six in April and two in August. One was at Clowbridge 
Reservoir on 1 Sept. 

 
 
GREAT KNOT Calidris tenuirostris 
Vagrant 

Great excitement resulted when an adult in breeding plumage was found at Skippool Creek on 
the Wyre Estuary on 31 July (CGB). It did not stay around for long but was subsequently found 
again at the same site on 16 Aug and stayed until the following day at the adjacent sites of 
Skippool, Out Rawcliffe and Shard Bridge. Great Knot breed in eastern Siberia and winter in 
the eastern Asia and Australia. This was the first record for Lancashire and the third for Britain. 
Details have been submitted to the BBRC. (See separate article). 
 
SANDERLING Calidris alba 
Abundant passage migrant and common winter visitor. 
International importance: 1200. National importance: 210 (winter); 300 (passage) 

WeBS counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Ribble 1550 1102 2187 4477 2270 2908 / / 3406 1457 1453 1095 
Alt 828 859 913 1836 701 0 0 1061 331 226 699 562 

Numbers wintering on the Ribble were the lowest for five years, while those on the Alt were a 
little below the average for the past five years, again failing to reach the level of international 
importance. Passage numbers on the Ribble were about average but they were low on the Alt, 
especially in autumn. Counts missed by WeBS included up to 850 on St. Annes shore in July 
and August, 962 at Formby Point on 31 July with 744 there on 2 Sept, and 200 on Crosby 
shore on 31 July. As usual, there were only very small numbers in Morecambe Bay with 64 in 
February, 119 in August the highest WeBS totals, and 125 at Heysham on 19 May the largest 
flock reported. 

Inland, there were singles at MMWWT on 8 & 29 May, at Prescot Reservoirs on 25 May 
and different birds on 22 & 24 Aug; at Stocks Reservoir on 21-22 April and 7 June with three 
there on 29 May, and at Brockholes Quarry on 12 May and 9 June with six there on 24 May. 
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LITTLE STINT Calidris minuta 
Fairly common passage migrant. Scarce winter visitor. 

2003. One was at Foulridge Reservoir on 30 Oct. 

2004. The first of the year was one at MMWWT on 24 Feb but there were no further sightings 
until 10 May when one was at Marshside – the only record anywhere in the county in spring. 
 Singles were seen at SNR on 20 June and Stocks Reservoir on the 24th (the only east 
Lancashire record of the year) but autumn passage did not truly get underway until an adult 
appeared at SNR on 30 July. The first juvenile was also at SNR on 13-17 Aug but one at 
MMWWT on the 27th was the only other record that month. The pace of the passage 
accelerated during September when Little Stints were seen at several sites. One was at 
MMWWT on the 7th and up to three from the 25th, up to two juveniles at SNR on the 10th 
and 23rd-29th, two at Blackpool on the 7th, singles at Leighton Moss on the 10th, four at Fluke 
Hall on the 22nd, one at Skippool Creek on the 23rd-24th and one at Mythop on the 24th. A 
juvenile at Prescot Reservoirs on 2-7 Sept was only the second record for the St. Helens area. 
 The year’s largest count was five at MMWWT on 18 Oct and three remained at Fluke 
Hall until the 22nd. Singles were at Mythop on 2 & 21 Oct, Marshside and Skippool Creek on 
the 2nd with two at Eagland Hill the same day), Pilling Marsh on the 15th and Fairhaven Lake 
on the 23rd, with two at MMWWT on 16 & 23-24 Oct and a final record of three there on 2 
Nov. 
 
TEMMINCK’S STINT Calidris temminckii 
Scarce spring and autumn passage migrant. 

One was on Aldcliffe Marsh Wildfowler’s Pools on 25 June (JC). 
 
PECTORAL SANDPIPER Calidris melanotos 
Rare passage migrant 

It was again an excellent year for ‘Pecs’ in Lancashire, with four records of six individuals.  
The first were two at Mythop near Blackpool on 5-6 May (PE et al), followed by an adult 

at Brockholes Quarry on 9 July (ASD et al). Another adult was found at Conder Green on 30 
July to 6 Aug and two adults were there on 1-5 Aug with one remaining the next day (SC, RH et 
al). An adult was at Mythop on 22-25 Aug (PE et al) and a juvenile on 6-11 Sept (LGB, AM et 
al). 
 
SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER Calidris pusilla  
Vagrant 

An adult was at Brockholes Quarry for most of 25 July (ASD, WCA). It was first identified as a 
Little Stint but then it was realised that it was a stunning addition to the Lancashire avifauna. 
The record has been submitted to BBRC. (See separate article). 
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CURLEW SANDPIPER Calidris ferruginea 
Fairly common passage migrant 

The first of the year were up to six individuals at Marshside, in both winter and summer 
plumage, during the period 28 April to 13 May. The only other spring record was a single at 
MMWWT on 30 May.  

The first autumn record was one at Skippool Creek on 21 July. There were many 
sightings on the Fylde and the Lune estuary between July and October, involving 17 different 
sites from Conder Green in the north to Freckleton in the south. The overwhelming majority 
were juveniles with the last specifically aged adult at Conder Green on 6 Aug. Peaks were up to 
six on the Wyre in the Shard Bridge area from 26 Aug to 10 Sept, up to eight at Fluke Hall 
from 22 Sept to 13 Oct and three at Glasson and Cockersands in early September.  

There were two juveniles on the Eric Morecambe complex on 10 Sept and one unaged 
on Aldcliffe Marsh on the same date. Three records at Brockholes Quarry consisted of an adult 
on 29 Aug and juveniles on 18 Sept and 3 Oct. One was at MMWWT on 14-16 Aug with up to 
six there on 17-19 Sept and singles on 27 Sept and 2 Oct. Very unusually, no juveniles were 
seen at SNR but one to two adults were recorded on 29-30 July and up to three from 31 July to 
4 Aug. Late records at Marshside were all of juveniles: up to six on 3-9 Oct, four on the 16th, 
eight the following day and the county’s last on the 30th. 
 
PURPLE SANDPIPER Calidris maritime 
Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant. 

The demise of the Purple Sandpiper in Lancashire continued; there are now no sites where they 
can reliably be seen.  
 For the second consecutive year none was seen at SNR. One was reported at Jenny 
Brown’s Point on 2 Dec and it is thought that it may have wintered there. Another was at 
Fleetwood Marine Lake on 14 Nov. The only other records came from Heysham: two, possibly 
three, during strong winds on 20 Sept and singles on 26 Sept and 2 & 8 Nov. 
  
 
DUNLIN Calidris alpina 
Abundant passage migrant and winter visitor. Scarce breeding bird. 
National importance: 9500 (schinzii); 13300 (alpina). National importance: 5600 

WeBS counts 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
MBS 6304 12748 5930 774 322 0 115 1306 1574 7269 6506 6510 
Ribble 24445 14505 9681 12186 12628 2855 / / 6448 11379 14481 18052 
Alt 3732 12743 6189 6625 2740 6 37 1829 1364 718 8540 1541 
 
After the very poor showing last year, numbers on the Ribble made a partial recovery with 
higher peak counts in both winter periods – but the long-term trend is still downward. 
Morecambe Bay, which used to average 44000 in winter in the late 1990s, only had a third of 
these numbers. In contrast, the Alt held excellent numbers in both periods and is close to 
attaining international importance.  

Missed by the Alt WeBS counts were 397 on 31 July and 2072 on 2 Sept at Formby 
Point, and 500 in July at SNR; and from Morecambe WeBS 2000 at Skippool Creek on 28 July. 
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On the Liverpool side of the Mersey there were 2400 in Oglet Bay on 4 Jan, at least 800 
on Garston shore on 22 Feb, 2100 in Oglet Bay on 4 Aug, and 600 along Garston Shore on 14 
Nov.  

 
 As usual, fairly substantial passage movements were reported inland. MMWWT 
regularly recorded up to 140 in May and 36 on 14 July, while 192 birds were reported from 
Brockholes Quarry between 8 Feb and 14 Oct, mostly regularly during April and July. There 
were 29 reports totalling about 100 birds on spring passage at Stocks Reservoir, with a peak of 
25 on 21 April, but with very few on return passage. Smaller numbers were seen at most 
reservoirs in east Lancashire, including eight flying west over Parsonage on 21 Nov. 

Breeding was reported from Belmont, where three birds were displaying from 21 April, 
Boulsworth Hill ( one pair), Sunnyhurst Hey Reservoir (one pair), and possible breeding at 
Foulridge Reservoir and Bowland Knotts, north of Stocks Reservoir. Birds were also displaying 
in Rossendale. 
 
RUFF Philomachus pugnax 
Fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor. Occasional breeder.  
International importance: 10000. National importance: 50. 

Monthly peak counts 
  Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
MMWWT 103 85 112 20 3 5 21 31 34 51 67 95 
Marshside / 6 22 62 16 / / 2 3 21 3 / 

Numbers at both MMWWT and Marshside were similar to last year.  
 Two first-winters at Pilling and singles at Glasson and Newton Marsh during January 
were the only records in the first winter period away from the two main sites, and singles at 
Fluke Hall/Pilling in November and up to three at Conder Green during November and 
December the only ones in the second. Spring passage consisted of singles at Conder Green in 
March and early April with two males there on 5 May, while singles at Pilling in May and 
Newton Marsh on 5 May possibly referred to the birds wintering there. 
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 An early bird was at Conder Green on 10 July but autumn passage really got underway 
with a juvenile there on 6 August, followed by one at Fairhaven on the 8th. As usual, the vast 
majority of passage birds during August and September were juveniles. Peak counts were seven 
at Mythop on 4 Sept and at Fluke Hall on the 23rd. Singles at Prescot Reservoirs on 14 Aug 
and 6 Sept were unusual St. Helens records, and a juvenile  at Brockholes Quarry on 5 Sept was 
the only record in central or east Lancashire all year.  

Leks of about 20 males plus four females was seen at Marshside/Crossens on 28 April 
and 15 males plus two females on 10 May, with copulation noted on both dates. There was no 
further evidence of breeding, however. 
 
JACK SNIPE Lymnocryptes minimus 
Fairly common, though overlooked, passage and winter visitor. 
There were widespread sightings throughout the first winter period and early spring until the 
last at MMWWT on 27 April and Carleton on 2 May. As usual, the vast majority were of 
singles, the only multiple records being nine at MSW on 5 Feb and at Myerscough Quarry on 
18 March, two on Birkdale Green Beach on 6 Jan with three there on 15 Feb, and two at 
Leighton Moss on 22 Feb and Pilling Moss on the 29th. Most were seen on coastal and 
mossland wetlands; elsewhere there were four sightings at Brockholes Quarry in February, and 
singles at Belmont Reservoir on 22 Feb, Stocks Reservoir on the 25-29th, Altham on the 29th, 
Allsprings Reservoir on 17-26 March and The Hile, Rossendale on 2 March. 
 The first of autumn were singles at Musbury Heights, Rossendale on 12 Sept and SNR 
on the 26th. Sightings increased from mid-October and continued through to December from 
a similar range of sites as in the early year. There were, however, rather more records of ones 
and twos in east Lancashire – at Foulridge, Swinden and Parsonage Reservoirs, Barnoldswick, 
Widowhill Road in Burnley, Coal Clough windfarm and Lomeshaye and Grove Lane Marshes. 
 The largest counts were 13 at Myerscough Quarry on 13 Dec, ten on Out Rawcliffe 
Marsh on 3 November, up to nine on Birkdale Green Beach from October to December, seven 
at Cabin Hill in November, six at Knott End on 14 Nov and five at Nuck’s Wood near 
Holmeswood in November and MSW in December. 
 
SNIPE Gallinago gallinago 
Common but declining wintering and breeding bird. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec  
WeBS counts 
MBS 21 22 0 2 0 0 0 0 20 48 68 100 
Ribble 21 16 1 1 1 0 / / 73 114 127 60 

Monthly peak counts 
Brockholes 32 7 8 8 2 0 8 70 110 150 75 13 
Marshside / / / / / / / 6 23 30 55 14 
Padiham 32 78 0 0 0 0 0 0 23 47 96 84 
Lomeshaye Marsh 30 20 8 6 0 0 0 0 0 4 15 19 

No records were received from either Leighton Moss or Marshside.  
 No counts were carried out at MMWWT during the first winter period but there was a 
major influx of 100 on 9 Aug, which grew to at least 300 by the 20th, diminished to 100 by 19 
Sept then increased again to 200 on 24 Oct.  
 Only Knott End approached these numbers with 259 there on 27 Oct with 85 there on 
25 Nov, and the largest peak counts elsewhere were 90 on flooded fields at Pilling in 
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November, 85 at Barnacre Reservoir on 23 Jan, 83 at Cabin Hill on 29 Nov and 70 on 
Hameldon Hill, Rossendale on 31 Oct. Double-figure counts were, however, received from a 
large number of sites throughout the county, with the exception of north Lancashire. Notable 
local peaks included 50 at Chipping on 28 March, 43 at Parsonage Reservoir in October, 55 at 
Edge Cote, Rossendale on 23 Oct, 41 at Nuck’s Wood, Holmeswood on 23 Nov, 48 at SNR on 
12 Dec and 50 at Myerscough Quarry on 17 Dec,  

There was no evidence of breeding at Marshside but six pairs bred at MMWWT. It is 
thought that there is still a good breeding population in the Rossendale area with birds 
drumming or being flushed during the breeding season at Alden, Holden Wood, Cheesden, 
Scout Moor, Edge Cote, Swinshaw Moor, The Hile and Reaps Moss. The latter site held the 
largest breeding population, with six birds drumming on 17 April. Five ‘pairs’ bred around 
Belmont and in east Lancashire there were two birds on territory on Waddington Fell, two on 
Champion Moor, and singles on Darwen Moor, Boulsworth Hill, Marl Hill and at Coldwell. 
 
WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola 
Common winter visitor and fairly common breeder. 

Most wintering records were received from the east of the county with none from the 
Silverdale area. As usual, Woodcock were undoubtedly hugely under-recorded. 

Singles were seen at six sites in east Lancashire in the first winter period and at twelve in 
autumn and the second winter period, and at six and two sites in Rossendale respectively. The 
West Pennine woodlands reported a handful of singles but 15+ flushed by pheasant beaters at 
Belmont on 15 Dec was by far the largest number reported from anywhere in the county. Birds 
were seen at eight sites in the Fylde during the year and at several in central Lancashire and the 
south-west. Up to seven were seen at Prescot Reservoirs in November and up to five at 
Eccleston, Chorley during December.  

Breeding was reported from a number of sites, with singles roding in St. Helens at 
Reed’s Moss and Prescot Reservoirs, three on the Old Coach Road and two at Siding Lane. 
Two were roding on 14 May at Freshfield Dune Heath, Formby. Reports of breeding in east 
Lancashire came from Stocks Reservoir/Gisburn Forest and Moor Piece, but there was no 
evidence of breeding in Rossendale. A number were roding in the Belmont/Roddlesworth area 
and at least one in Cuerden Valley Park.  
 
BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosa 
Abundant passage migrant and winter visitor. Rare breeder. 
International importance: 350. National importance: 150 

Monthly Peak Counts  
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
MBS WeBS 232 157 110 378 87 0 0 8 113 266 650 586 
Ribble WeBS 1385 780 591 2175 341 19 / / 2936 624 1429 531 
Alt WeBS 20 42 44 52 0 0 52 32 45 3 1 15 

The November and December totals were the highest ever recorded on Morecambe Bay WeBS 
counts and its Lancashire section is now established as internationally important in its own 
right. Notable site counts included 420 in the Skippool area on 31 August with 431 there on 24 
September, 386 on Pilling Moss on 7 November, 400 at Cockersands on 4 December and 500 
at Glasson on the 29th. Further north, 331 were at Jenny Brown’s Point on 28 October and 
545 on the Eric Morecambe complex on 15 December. 
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 The Ribble WeBS counts were slightly higher than in 2003 at all seasons but still lower 
than average. However, as normal, several large totals were missed by WeBS, particularly at 
Marshside where 2100 were recorded on 29 August, 2000 on 17 September and 2680 on 31 
December. North of the Ribble, Fairhaven (peak 1000 on 28 July) and Newton Marsh (peak 
1500 on 15 & 23 April) reported the largest numbers, but the Mythop/Ream Hills area had a 
good autumn, including 658 on 28 August. 
 The only significant count on the Alt was 115 at Seaforth on 30 September, while there 
were 41 at Oglet on the Mersey on 4 January and 70 there on 12 August. 
 Two pairs bred on Newton Marsh; two chicks hatched from one nest but were thought to 
have been predated, while the other probably fledged three young. 
 Passage birds were seen at five inland sites. Six flew over Prescot Reservoirs on 1 May 
and 15 on 3 July, with seven there on 30 July. Stocks Reservoir had two on 22-24 April, three 
on 14 May, two on the 25th and another two on 6 July. Records were more regular at 
Brockholes Quarry with a peak of 19 on 15 August, and at MMWWT with notable counts of 
130 on 16 May, 66 on 7 July and 41 on 1 & 29 October. Four were at Belmont Reservoir on 15 
May. 
 
BAR-TAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica 
Abundant passage migrant and winter visitor 
International importance: 1200. National importance: 620 

Monthly Peak Counts  
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
MBS WeBS 720 1613 55 15 10 0 3 57 53 249 870 396 
Ribble WeBS 4015 5943 11301 2004 577 232 / / 693 961 3004 1962 
Alt WeBS 8120 4600 918 157 41 9 1 1159 4138 2453 1654 3592 

All three of our main estuaries remain of international importance. The counts on Morecambe 
Bay, however, were way below average. Numbers were unexceptional on the Alt, and only the 
March Ribble total was really noteworthy.  
 Site counts not included in the WeBS totals included 1000 on the Lune estuary on 10 
November, 242 at Fairhaven on 31 July, and 3470 at Formby Point on 21 August. Up to 2500 
fed on Crosby shore during early January and numbers on the Lune estuary peaked at 1586 on 
21 February. Both of Seaforth’s long-standing oddities, a wintering male in breeding plumage 
and an injured winter-plumage bird in summer, were seen regularly. 
 Inland records continue to be extremely scarce. Singles were recorded at Brockholes 
Quarry on 4 April, 4 September and 26 September, and at Stocks Reservoir on 25-26 April and 
19 May to 4 June.  
 
WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus 
Common passage migrant, especially in spring. 
International importance: 6100 (islandicus), 2300 (phaeopus). National importance: 50 (passage). 
The first flew over Lytham St. Annes NR and Rossall Point on the typical date of 13 April. The 
next were over Lancaster University on 14 April and on Formby shore and at Brockholes 
Quarry the following day.  
 The county’s two main roost sites, Brockholes Quarry and Barnacre Reservoir, both 
recorded their first evening roosts on 19 April and numbers built quickly to reach a combined 
total of 819 on the 26th with probably around 600 still present in early May. The precise 
feeding areas have never been fully ascertained but, as usual, almost all birds roosting at 
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Brockholes flew in from the north-east. No reports were received from the two other known 
recent Lancashire roosts at Longton Marsh on the Ribble and Windy Harbour on the Wyre. 
Evening Roost Counts 
 19/4 22/4 24/4 26/4 27/4 28/4 29 /4 1/5 2/5 4/5 5/5 
Brockholes 53 135 181 244 329 300 280 234 226 150+ 89 
Barnacre Res. / 301 313 575 / / / / / 400 145 

 These roost sites are, of course, well-established and it has long been clear that Lancashire 
provides a major spring stopover area for migrating Whimbrel and is probably now their most 
important English site. For reasons we have constantly failed to understand, however, this 
continues to get no recognition nationally. The roost counts have been submitted to WeBS but 
have never been published, although the Lancashire passage almost always exceeds the total 
recorded by WeBS in England as a whole. English Nature’s ‘Birds in England’, published in 
2005, refers to the Lancashire situation thus: ‘other important sites [in spring] include 
Morecambe Bay and the Exe Estuary though peak counts here rarely exceed 200 birds’. 
 Other large spring passage flocks included 35 at Singleton on 21 April, 47 at Myerscough 
Quarry on 23 April, 34 over Seaforth, 30 at Eagland Hill and 25 on the Eric Morecambe 
complex on the 24th, 70 over Waddicar on the 25th, 65 on Downholland Moss on the 26th, 30 
at Lytham on the 29th, 27 at Catforth on 5 May and a daytime count of 52 at Brockholes on 
the 9th. Withnell Fold held exceptional numbers – 74 on 24 April, 77 the next day, 80 on the 
27 and 40 on 5 May – which were thought likely to be birds roosting at Brockholes.  
 Typically, spring passage was largely confined to the lowlands and few were reported 
from east Lancashire, although Stocks Reservoir had sightings on nine days between 17 April 
and 9 May with a peak of eleven on the last date. The largest count in the north was eight at 
Wenning Foot on 23 April. None was seen in Rossendale all year. 
 Occasional ones and twos were seen at a handful of sites between late May and mid-July 
when a typically subdued autumn passage began. The only double-figure counts were eleven in 
the Shard Bridge area of the Wyre on 24 July and 13 at MMWWT on 5 August. The last of the 
normal passage were at Marton Mere on 1 September and Silverdale on the 18th, but one 
briefly at Fairhaven Lake on the very late date of 3 November was the last. 
 
CURLEW Numenius arquata 
Abundant winter and breeding bird. 
International importance: 4200. National importance: 1500. 

Monthly Peak Counts  
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
MBS WeBS 6048 5060 8724 1120 477 537 2963 4967 4294 2335 2195 1301 
Ribble WeBS 1857 1123 380 240 53 33 / / 1460 872 766 934 
Alt WeBS 1098 556 56 146 20 7 347 1601 1004 1031 339 390 

The WeBS counts produced a fairly typical set of figures although numbers were fairly low in 
the second winter period on both the Ribble and Alt. The only large site count missed by 
WeBS was 827 on the Alt estuary at Hightown on 4 November. The largest numbers seen on 
the Lancashire’s stretches of the Mersey were 84 at Oglet on 25 January and 110 at Garston on 
14 November, although 126 were on the adjacent John Lennon Airport on 7 February. 
 All the largest roosts reported came from Over Wyre and the Lune: 1000 on Pilling 
Marsh on 11 February, 400 at Cockerham Moss on 10 March, 600 at Bank End on 30 July and 
1097 at Knott End-Glasson on 12 December. 
 The first indication of a move back to the hills came with 71 on 28 February at Altham-
Martholme where numbers grew to 150 on 5 March. The first was seen in Rossendale on 4 
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March. Other spring gatherings included 150 on Altcar Moss on 1 March, 34 at Withnell Fold 
Flash on the 7th, 145 at Belmont Reservoir on the 19th, 100 at Brockholes Quarry on the 23rd 
and a record 74 at MMWWT on the 29th 
 Too few breeding records were received to notice any changes, but eight pairs bred in the 
Haslingden Grane tetrad and all three nests monitored on the UU Bowland estate were 
successful. 
 The first returning bird was noted at Downholland Moss on 19 June and 161 were there 
on 15 July; the only other autumn inland gathering reported was 72 at Whitemoor Reservoir on 
22 August. None was seen in Rossendale after 18 August. Late inland birds were at Darwen 
Moor on 8 September, Brockholes on 23 September and Altham on 17 October. 
 
SPOTTED REDSHANK Tringa erythropus 
Uncommon passage and winter visitor. 

One remained on the Conder Estuary from 2003 and was seen regularly until at least 29 April; 
two were there on 17 January and 13 April and the extra bird may have been the one seen at 
Pilling Marsh on 21-24 March. Singles were seen at Sunderland Point on 20 February and 
Morecambe on the 23rd, and at Barrow Scout and Leighton Moss on five dates from 6-18 
April. 
 Singles at Bartle Pools near Preston on 10 April until 9 May – and at Glasson on 2 May 
may have been wintering birds, but those at Mere Sands Wood on 9 April, MMWWT on the 
16th, Marshside on the 24th and Newton Marsh on 1 & 10-15 May were more certainly on 
passage. One at Top o’Leach in Rossendale on 15 April was the only record in the east of the 
county all year. 
 The autumn return began with a summer-plumaged bird at Skippool on 23 June, followed 
by adults there on 13-18 July, on the Eric Morecambe complex on 12-24 July, at Freckleton on 
the 17th and MMWWT on the 23rd to 31st. August saw a small flurry of records. Two 
juveniles and an adult were on the Conder on the 6th with at least one staying into September, 
with an adult at Arm Hill on the Wyre on the 22nd and two at Skippool on the 28th. One was 
on the Eric Morecambe complex on 1-6 August with two there on the 14th and perhaps a 
different two on 26 August to 12 September, one on Aldcliffe Marsh on the 14th to 21st, three 
at Reams Hills near Blackpool from the 16th with one into September, two juveniles at 
Stalmine Moss on the 16th, singles at Brockholes Quarry on the 23rd and 25th, and one or two 
at MMWWT on the 24-28th. Probably new singles were seen at MMWWT on 5 September, 
Glasson on the 14th, Arm Hill on the 19th, Sunderland Point on the 26th and Warton Marsh 
on the 29th, with two on the Eric Morecambe complex from the 10th to 29th. 
 In the north, October brought singles to the Eric Morecambe complex on at least five 
dates and there was one at Cockersands on the 3rd. Up to three were on the Conder Estuary on 
9-15 October with one remaining until the year’s end, and one at Pilling from the 13th also 
remained until at least 28 December. On the Wyre there were singles at Arm Hill on 7 October 
and Skippool on the 15th. 
 Other winter records were singles at Glasson on 12 December, at Hightown from 
November into 2005, at Morecambe from 4 November until at least 22 December, and on 
Banks Marsh on 31 December. Two were at Sunderland Point on 12 December. 
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REDSHANK Tringa totanus 
Abundant passage and winter visitor. Fairly common breeding bird. 
International importance: 650 (robusta), 1300 (‘britannica’). National importance: 1200 

Monthly Peak Counts  
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
MBS WeBS 3061 3963 2254 1319 162 218 700 3479 2770 3909 4012 2817 
Ribble WeBS 1911 879 1327 1019 180 175 / / 649 861 1033 679 
Alt WeBS 945 751 776 150 0 18 268 674 1131 525 583 870 
SNR 440 1900 670 1120 30 156 600 479 843 360 320 410 

Winter numbers were about average in Morecambe Bay but below average on the Ribble, 
particularly in the second winter period. Most of the Alt’s birds roost at Seaforth but significant 
numbers were found further north this year (see January and September WeBS). Most high-tide 
roosts at Seaforth were relatively small but it did produce some of the county’s largest flocks, 
including 1900-2200 on 8 January and 1120 on 6 April. A total of 800 were on the Mersey 
between Garston and Oglet on 25 January with 601 there on 14 November. 
 Notable winter site counts included 355 at Blackpool on 25 January, 400 in the Shard 
Bridge area on 31 December, 498 at Barnaby’s Sands on 14 November, 1177 between Knott 
End and Glasson on 12 December, 490 on Pilling Moss on 6 November and 250 at Heysham 
at both ends of the year. Passage flocks included 300+ in Oglet Bay on 4 August, 850 in the 
Shard Bridge area on the 15th, 859 on Barnaby’s Sands on the 22nd, 1700 between Glasson 
and Conder Green on 29th, 520 on the Eric Morecambe complex on 11 September and 375 on 
Warton Marsh on 18 October. 
 A total of 29 pairs bred on the RSPB Morecambe Bay reserve, including 25 pairs on the 
saltmarsh (18 pairs in 2003); 24 pairs nested at Marshside and twelve at MMWWT. Four or five 
pairs raised at least two broods at Belmont Reservoir with another pair at nearby Delph 
Reservoir. Other breeding records came from Stocks, Foulridge and Coldwell Reservoirs, 
Ightenhill and the River Calder at Altham.  
 Small numbers remained in the uplands during January and February but birds were 
moving back from early March, including 14 at Belmont Reservoir on 24 March. In east 
Lancashire the only sightings after the first week of June came from Foulridge (including ten on 
12 June) and Stocks Reservoirs, and none was seen after 24 July until ones and twos at several 
reservoirs in October. 
 
GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia 
Fairly common on passage, especially in autumn. Scarce in winter. 

One remained on the Ribble at Freckleton from 2003 until at least 5 February and one was at 
MMWWT on 11 February. Another was on the Wyre, first at Stanah on 10 January and then in 
the Skippool/Shard Bridge area, regularly from 17-26 January and occasionally until 22 March. 
Two there on the 23rd and three on the 25th presumably included the first spring migrants. 
 No more were seen until singles at Warton Marsh on 6 April, Seaforth on the 16th and at 
Glasson the next day. A further eight sightings followed in April, two more at Seaforth, another 
on Warton Marsh and singles at Brockholes Quarry, Skippool, Leighton Moss, Carnforth slag 
tips and the Eric Morecambe complex and Aldcliffe Marsh. Eleven records followed during 
May with twos at MMWWT on the 1st and the Eric Morecambe complex on the 8ththe only 
multiple spring records.  
 Three singles at MMWWT from 28 May to mid-June and one on the Eric Morecambe 
complex on 13 June were presumably non-breeding birds, while further ones or twos at both 
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sites and at Marton Mere, Prescot Reservoirs, Heysham and Skippool in the last week of June 
probably marked the start of the return passage of adults.  
 More than 100 were reported in both July and September and more than 200 in August, 
from all parts of the county but with the usual heavy concentration on the coast from the 
Ribble northwards. Notable counts included 39 on the Eric Morecambe complex on 26 August 
with 25 there on 12-14 September, 18 in the Shard Bridge/Skippool area on 25 July with twelve 
there on 15 & 18 August, 18 on Warton Marsh on 29 August, 17 at Todderstaffe on 13 August 
and ten on the Conder Estuary on 20 August. Most had moved through by mid-September, 
leaving just ones or twos on the Wyre and at Pilling, Mythop and the Eric Morecambe complex 
during October and one at MMWWT on 28 October.  
 Few were seen in autumn in east Lancashire or the West Pennine Moors; all were singles 
(at Belmont, Stocks, Parsonage and Foulridge Reservoirs, Darwen Moor, Balderstone and 
Champion Moor) with the exception of two at Delph Reservoir on 11 July. 
 Singles were on the Wyre at Arm Hill on 14 November and Shard Bridge on the 20th but 
just one was reported during the second winter period – near Out Rawcliffe on 17 December. 
 
GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus 
Fairly common on passage, especially autumn. Scarce winter visitor. 

At least eight overwintering birds were reported. Two visited a number of sites in the Aldcliffe 
area until 30 March, and singles were seen at Carr House Green Common, Inskip on 16 
January, at MMWWT on 11 February and 17 March until at least 16 April, with perhaps the 
same bird at Mere Sands Wood on 23 March and 3, 8 & 11 April. Further singles were at 
Freckleton on 26 February, on the River Yarrow at Croston on 28 February & 16 March, on 
Ditton Brook in Halewood on 13 March, at Arkholme on 10 April and, presumably the bird 
from 2003, at Eccleston on 17 March & 24 April.  
 One at Woodplumpton Brook in the Fylde on 30 March to 15 April may also have 
wintered locally, while two at Myerscough Quarry on 9 April, one there on the 25th, singles at 
Brockholes Quarry on the 10th and 22nd, and one at Whyndyke Farm near Blackpool on the 
19th were more likely to have been migrants. Just one was seen during May, at Belmont 
Reservoir on the 18th. 
 Return passage began with one at MMWWT on 22 June and at least 100 were reported 
during autumn. Birds were seen at a dozen or more sites north of the Ribble with peak passage 
recorded from late July to mid-August. Notable counts were four at Whyndyke Farm on 5 July, 
three on Aldcliffe Marsh from 28 July to 4 August, five on the Eric Morecambe complex on 22 
July and 3 August, and seven at Mythop near Blackpool from 7 August, rising to ten on the 
13th. Five were recorded in the Fylde during October and late birds were at Myerscough 
Quarry on 2 November, Out Rawcliffe on the 4th and Mythop on the 7th. Two remained in 
the Aldcliffe/Fairfield area from November until the end of the year. 
 After an exceptional year in 2003 passage through east Lancashire returned to normal 
with possibly just two seen – at Foulridge Reservoir between 8 & 15 July and Lee Green 
Reservoir on the 28th. It was much the same on the West Pennine Moors where singles at 
Belmont Reservoir on 1 August and Delph Reservoir on the 16th were the only records. One at 
Eccleston on 5 July was probably the returning, wintering bird but it was not seen after 2 
October. Brockholes Quarry fared much better with more than 20 between 3 July and 2 
October and peaks of six on 4 August and five on 15 August. Mere Sands Wood saw a steady 
passage from 6 July with late records on 23 & 31 October, while around 30 passed through 
MMWWT in autumn with a peak of seven on 20 August and two late birds on 24 November 
which may have wintered locally. Prescot Reservoirs had singles on five dates from 6 
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September to 7 October, while the only other Merseyside record was one heard over Childwall 
in south Liverpool in the evening of 10 August.  
 
WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa glareola 
Uncommon passage migrant. 

A fairly typical spring passage began with one at Brockholes Quarry on 25 April and continued 
with five singles in May: at MMWWT on the 5th and 12th, Mythop on the 11th, Fleetwood on 
the 13th and Newton Marsh on the 16th. 
 One at MMWWT on 23-24 June was probably a non-breeding bird and the return passage 
didn’t get underway until August. After a good spring the Fylde suffered a disappointing, blank 
autumn. One was at MMWWT on 7-8 August and two juveniles at Brockholes Quarry on the 
8th were followed by three new juveniles the following day, two of which stayed until the 15th 
and one until 4 September, rounding off a remarkable season for this newly-created site. One 
was at Delph Reservoir on 16 August and two at MMWWT for several days in the third week 
of the month. Finally, there were singles at Marshside on 26 August and juvenile(s) on the Eric 
Morecambe complex between 24 August and 3 September. 
 
COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos 
Common passage migrant, uncommon breeding bird. Scarce in winter. 

The only winter record was one at Little Singleton on 22 January. 

 As usual, there was an almost simultaneous arrival in spring in breeding areas and coastal 
and lowland sites. The first at Dockacres on 2 April and MMWWT on the 7th were followed 
by one on the Calder at Altham on the 8th, two at Sawley and one at Stocks Reservoir on the 
9th, with two at Whittington and singles at Arkholme and Carr Mill Dam, St. Helens on the 
10th. It was almost a week, though, before the main arrival with ones or twos reported from 
Seaforth, Prescot Reservoirs, Blackpool, Freckleton, the Conder estuary, Brockholes, Delph 
Reservoir, the Eric Morecambe complex, the Lune at Tunstall and Wenning Foot (six on the 
23rd), Heysham and several sites in the east by 18 April. 
 Spring peaks were unexceptional and included seven at Brockholes and five at Prescot 
Reservoirs on 22 April, seven at Delph Reservoir on the 25th, six at Stocks Reservoir in late 
April, six at Wenning Foot on 23 April, four at Stanley Park, Blackpool on 4 May, and three at 
Myerscough Quarry, Seaforth, Marshside and Marton Mere on the 22, 23, 24 and 30 April 
respectively. The passage was largely spent by the second week of May. 
 Little breeding information was received from north Lancashire but just two or pairs were 
reported on the Lune. In the east, up to three pairs were reported at Clowbridge, Clough 
Bottom, Coldwell and Swinden Reservoirs, in the Langden Valley, and on the Calder at Pendle 
Hall and between Altham and Martholme, but the only juveniles seen were at Altham and 
Stocks Reservoir, both on 13 June. The West Pennine reservoirs had another good year with six 
pairs at Belmont, four at Delph and one each at Springs, Anglezarke and Upper and Lower 
Rivington. Breeding possibly occurred on the Irwell at Townsendfold, an historic breeding site. 
Display was noted at Brockholes Quarry on 2 May but none bred on the site. A pair may have 
bred at Lightfoot Green Quarry near Preston.  
 The first dispersing birds arrived on the coast at Seaforth on 19 June and Shard 
Bridge/Skippool Creek on the 23rd but the main passage came, as usual, during July with the 
largest numbers on the Wyre and Conder estuaries. Peak site counts included 33 in the Shard 
Bridge area on 18 July with 32 there on 20 August, 20 on the Conder Estuary on 22 July, 14 at 
Prescot Reservoirs on 12 July, ten at Seaforth on 10 July and Brockholes on 15 July, eight at 
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Marshside on 15 July and at Aldcliffe on 14 August, seven on the Eric Morecambe complex on 
14 July, six at Morecambe on 26 July and four at MMWWT on 5-9 July. A handful were seen at 
these sites during September but the last of the year were singles at Foulridge Reservoir and 
Altham on 3 October, and at Brockholes on the 23rd. 
 
TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres 
Common passage migrant and winter visitor 
International importance: 1000. National importance: 640 

Monthly Peak Counts  
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
MBS WeBS 132 568 91 328 80 0 5 401 341 458 300 312 
Ribble WeBS 100 21 64 100 69 2 / / 353 106 45 233 
Alt WeBS 28 130 63 166 22 0 26 69 353 112 87 93 

The WeBS counts revealed a similar pattern of records to 2003 with no Lancashire site now 
even approaching national importance. The largest individual roosts on the Alt, where 
wintering birds are now extremely scarce, included 280 at Seaforth on 30 July and 250 on 20 
September and 122 at Formby Point in April. Elsewhere, the largest counts were 320 at 
Fleetwood Marine Lake on 21 March, 301 at Lytham on 3 May with 268 there on 20 August 
and 310 on 30 October, 130+ at Morecambe on 15 October and 220 at Heysham in late April.  
 Inland occurrences are always scarce and usually involve only low single-figure counts, so 
a record 20 at MMWWT on 8 May was notable. St. Helens notched up its second ever record 
with one at Prescot Reservoirs on 13 May. One at Stocks Reservoir on 2 May was the only one 
seen in east Lancashire, but Brockholes Quarry recorded singles on 14 July and 13 August. 
 
GREY PHALAROPE Phalaropus fulicarius  
Rare autumn migrant and winter visitor. 

Rather surprisingly, given the excellent seawatching conditions during September, there were 
no reports offshore. 
 A juvenile was on the floods at Mythop near Blackpool on 22 September (PE et al) and a 
first-winter at Marshside on 8-13 November (JAA et al). 
 
POMARINE SKUA* Stercorarius pomarinus 
Uncommon double passage migrant. Scarce in winter 

There was another well-recorded spring passage through Morecambe Bay, which produced 
more evidence that offshore sightings are not limited to days with onshore winds and are, 
therefore, genuine passage movements through the bay rather than displacements into it.  
 A total of 18 was seen on nine dates between 4 April and 6 June from Jenny Brown’s 
Point, comprising four birds in April, 13 in May and one in June. All counts were of singles 
with the exception of two on 3 May and nine on the 4th. Slightly fewer were seen from 
Heysham North Wall – 14 birds on five dates between 22 April and 19 May – with no overlap 
with those at Jenny Brown’s with the possible exception of two on 4 May. Peak counts were 
four on 3 May and five on the 4th. 
 As usual, far fewer were seen in Liverpool Bay: singles off Rossall on 5 April, (flying 
south) at Formby Point on the 28th and off Blackpool on 14 May. 
 None was seen in Morecambe Bay during autumn and, despite, the good seawatching 
conditions during September, just one or possibly two in the south. One described as a dark 
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adult was in the Mersey mouth on 16 Sept and this or another, described as a dark sub-adult, in 
the same area on the 19-20th. 
 
ARCTIC SKUA Stercorarius parasiticus 
Fairly common passage migrant, more numerous in autumn. Rare in winter. 

Spring passage through Morecambe Bay was a protracted affair with a total of 50 seen from 
Jenny Brown’s Point on 20 dates between 20 March and 10 June, with many sightings during 
offshore winds. Peak counts were eight on 22 April and 14 on 5 May. Heysham recorded 18 
birds between 4 April and 16 May with little or no overlap with sightings at Jenny Brown’s. 

Numbers seen off the Fylde coast show that this species is much more coastal on 
northward migration than Pomarine Skua. Recorded at various sites between Starr Gate and 
Rossall Point as follows: 27 between 5 April and 16 June with daily maxima of four on each of 
5 April and 30 May. There were three birds of indeterminate age off Starr Gate on 23 June, a 
most unusual midsummer multiple sighting. None was seen from Formby Point or in the 
Mersey Narrows, but one flew north at Marshside on 4 April, the earliest and most southerly 
record of the spring. 
 The first of autumn were two on 28 Aug off Jenny Brown’s Point, where another two 
were seen on 13 Sept and singles on the 20th & 21st. Singles seen at Heysham on 13, 20 & 21 
Sept and on 2 Oct may have included some seen off jenny Brown’s.  
 Far more were recorded in Liverpool Bay, beginning with twos off Formby Point on 3 
and 31 July. A further 43 followed there between 21 Aug and 2 October (19 in August, 22 in 
September and two in October) with peaks of twelve on 28 Aug, six on 2 Sept and nine on the 
11th. Thirteen were in the Crosby Channel between Crosby Marine Park and Blundellsands on 
1 Sept, while five were in the Mersey Narrows on 30 August with at least a further 24 there 
during September, including at least four on the 11-15th and six on the 20th. Seven were seen 
on the RSPB Liverpool Bay cruise on 1 Sept. The only report received from Southport was one 
off Ainsdale on 14 Sept. One was seen off Starr Gate on 11 July and a further 53 bird-days – 
probably mostly different birds – were recorded off various sites on the Fylde coast between 
Blackpool and Rossall Point between 14 Aug and 8 Oct, with notable counts of nine off Rossall 
on 21 Sept and seven there on the 29th. As in the north, it is likely that there was a degree of 
overlap between sightings on the Fylde and Sefton coasts. 
 There were two inland records. One was on the Altcar Withens for at least a week to 26 
September, apparently hunting Lapwings, and another flew over Dean Clough Reservoir on 8 
Oct, causing havoc among the gulls before departing north-west. 
 
LONG-TAILED SKUA Stercorarius longicaudus 
Uncommon autumn migrant; rare in spring. 

It was our best year since 1987 and 1988. Lingering birds in the Mersey gave visiting birders 
ample opportunity to familiarise themselves with the more difficult intermediate and dark 
juveniles.  
 The year began in fine style with Lancashire’s third spring record, an adult which flew 
north up the Kent channel and viewed from Jenny Brown’s Point on 9 May. Both previous 
records were also in May – on the Ribble Estuary in 1916 and at Marshside in 1979. 
 A dark juvenile off Morecambe Stone Jetty on 20 Sept (JC) was the only other record in 
Morecambe Bay. 
 The Fylde coast had perhaps its best ever year with digiscoping at one mile range 
helping to evaluate the Rossall records. An intermediate juvenile flew south (seen from two 
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sites) on 20 Sept (LGB, ES, RJS), and one dark and one intermediate juvenile south off Rossall 
on 21 Sept (CB et al), with presumably one of these off Starr Gate on the 21st (SD). A pale 
juvenile was seen in the mouth of the Mersey on 31 August (DH) and presumably the same 
bird was seen the next day during the RSPB Liverpool Bay cruise. There were no further 
sightings until what was most likely a different pale juvenile was found in the Narrows on 12 
Sept where it was seen daily until the 23rd (AJC et al}. A dark juvenile, also found on 12 Sept 
(AJC et al), proved more elusive and was only seen again on the 16th and 21st. Completing the 
full set of colour morphs on the 12th was an intermediate juvenile (AJC et al) which was seen 
until the 18th. Finally, a different intermediate juvenile arrived on the 16th, remaining until at 
least the 23rd (AJC et al). 
 
GREAT SKUA (BONXIE) Stercorarius skua 
Fairly common on passage, mostly in autumn gales. Scarce in winter and spring. 

Spring singles were seen off Jenny Brown’s Point on 17 & 21 April, 20 May and 5-16 June, with 
two there on 22 April; off Blackpool on 18 & 19 April and 17 June; and off Formby Point on 
19 May. 
 There was a brief flurry of activity in late summer with singles off Formby Point on 1 & 
3-4 July, from Jenny Brown’s Point on the 2nd, two off Heysham on the 3rd and one off 
Blackpool on the 10th. No more were seen until late August which saw the start of a moderate 
passage in Liverpool Bay with 29 bird-days recorded from various seawatching stations on the 
Fylde coast between 30 Aug and 6 Oct and 13 bird-days off Formby Point between 21 Aug and 
4 Nov. Peak counts were nine off Rossall Point on 21 Sept and four off Formby Point on 28 
Aug. Intensive seawatching in the Mersey Narrows produced just two on 12 Sept and singles 
on the 14th and 21st, while, Morecambe Bay recorded singles off Jenny Brown’s Point on 11 
Sept and Heysham on 18-19 & 21 Sept. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED SKUAS 
All submitted records came from Jenny Brown’s Point: eight between 5 April and 3 July, mostly 
distant birds sitting on the sea. 
 
MEDITERRANEAN GULL Larus melanocephalus 
Fairly common all year. Most numerous on southern coasts but increasing inland. 
Recently established rare breeder. 

Minimum number of individuals in each month 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
SNR 3 4 6 1 0 2 6 13 10 6 2 1 
Fylde 4 5 3 7 3 1 10 19 22 7 0 1 
North Lancs 3 5 5 2 0 0 8 9 6 9 3 2 
East Lancs 2 2 1 3 6 4 1 0 0 0 0 1 

It is now impossible to do more than summarise Med Gull records. So many are received that it 
is extremely difficult to distinguish individuals. The table attempts to assess minimum numbers 
each month but there is some overlap, both between months and, less significantly of records 
in the covered by both the Fylde Bird Club and the Lancaster and District Birdwatching 
Society.  
 Sites not included in the table include Brockholes Quarry (nine birds during the year), 
Prescot Reservoirs (around eight), Marshside (eight adults + 2W on 21 March, four on 3 May), 
Otterspool (four on 29 September) and MMWWT (seven between April and October). 
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 The Ribble Marshes gull colony was not surveyed this year but the presence of birds at 
Marshside in May suggests that breeding probably occurred. Three birds were present within 
the Black-headed Gull at Belmont Reservoir during the breeding season, a territorial adult male 
from mid-April to mid-June, and another adult and a 1S on 15 May. The male displayed to 
Black-headed Gulls and made attempts to incubate several of their clutches. 
 The first adult returned to Stocks Reservoir on 5 March and up to three adults were seen 
during April, including a pair which had produced at least one chick by 22 May. Another two 
pairs arrived during May and settled to breed but with unknown success. Two juveniles were 
seen on 27 June, one of which was last seen on 12 July. 
 
LITTLE GULL Larus minutus 
Fairly common gale-blown winter visitor. Common on spring passage, concentrated at 
Seaforth and Crosby Marine Park. Small numbers of first-years in summer. 

 
Strong winds on 11 January brought in more than 50 off Rossall Point, twelve at Heysham and 
two off Blackpool with 17 there the following day – presumably these were birds wintering 
over Shell Flat. Further windy conditions in the first week of February produced eight off 
Blackpool on the 1st and 14 there on the 5th, up to six at Heysham to the 16th, four at 
Marshside on the 8th and eight at Seaforth the same day. A 1W at MMWWT on 9 February 
was the only inland record. 
 Further westerlies on 19-20 March produced another small influx of (probably) wintering 
birds in the north, including eleven at Heysham on the 20th with 14 there the following day, 
and seven at Knott End on the 20th. Singles at Brockholes Quarry and Stocks Reservoir on the 
20th were the only inland records during this period. 
 The same weather system brought the first migrants to Seaforth: 21 on the 19th, 106 on 
the 20th and at least 222 (18 x 1W) on the 21st. Few were seen after this until a near gale 
produced 103 on 3 April, after which there was a steady build-up to 171 on the 13th and 274 
on the 17th. Adults began to be replaced by first-summers from this time, making up a quarter 
of 222 on the 30th, but most left unusually rapidly leaving a total of 80 on 3 May and just 
twelve first-summers on the 8th – the last was seen on 31 May. Throughout spring almost all 
birds were feeding on the freshwater pool at Seaforth with few seen on Crosby Marine Lake. 
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 Birds were seen regularly off Blackpool during April including 40 on the 17th, and 33 
were at Pilling on the 20th, but the largest flocks in the Fylde were off Rossall Point, including 
19 on the 5th and 307 on the 19th. Heysham had a record spring count of 21 on 5 April, 
surpassed by 51 on the 22nd. Inland, ones and twos were recorded at Pine Lake, Marton Mere, 
MMWWT, Brockholes and Stocks and Prescot Reservoirs in April and early May. 
 The first adult returned at Seaforth on 15 July and the first report of juveniles was of four 
at Formby Point on 28 August. Few birds were seen anywhere until September when strong 
winds produced 31 at Rossall on the 18th, 30 on Crosby Marine Lake on the 21st to 22nd, ten 
at Heysham on the 21st, and inland singles at Stocks, Brockholes and MMWWT. Late year 
records included 6 at Rossall on 27 November and five off Blackpool on 31 December. 
 
SABINE’S GULL* Larus sabini 
Uncommon passage migrant. 

A minimum of twelve birds were recorded in a brief period of strong onshore winds between 
19 and 22 September, providing Lancashire’s best autumn since 1988. All but three were 
juveniles.  
 The first was a juvenile at Blundellsands on 19 September (MG et al), seen later in the 
day on Crosby Shore. A second juvenile was off Crosby Marine Park the following day (PK et 
al) and these were joined by a third juvenile in the Mersey on the 21st (GJ et al) when an adult 
roosted briefly on Crosby Shore (PK). Three juveniles seen together in the mouth of the 
Mersey on the 22nd were assumed to have included the earlier birds but the possibility that 
more had passed through cannot be ruled out. None was seen subsequently. 
 On the Fylde coast, juvenile(s) were seen off Rossall Point (TM, BD) and Blackpool 
(LGB, SD, RS) on 20 September with an adult off Cleveleys the same day (PGS). Another 
juvenile was off Cleveleys on the 21st (GM) when  two further juveniles flew south-west off 
Rossall Point (CGB et al). The two juveniles are assumed to have been the same birds that had 
been seen off Heysham earlier in the day (MB, JR et al). Also on the 21st an adult was off 
Rossall Point and Blackpool (LGB, MJ et al). 
 
BLACK-HEADED GULL Larus ridibundus 
Locally abundant breeding bird. Abundant winter visitor and passage migrant. 
International importance: 20000. National importance: 19000 

Monthly Peak Counts  
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
MBS WeBS 2253 2620 330 245 203 324 2981 6312 6070 2183 2024 917 
Brockholes 600 450 500 300 120 15 100 140 400 500 / 700 
SNR 4000 3000 650 100 50 100 200 400 1150 500 5000  5000 
Delph Res 2000 1000 150 / / / 200 1100 1500 1200 1300 1600 

Large roost counts not incorporated in the table included 2000 at Clowbridge Reservoir on 10 
Jan; 7000 on Lower Rivington Reservoir, 1660 at Pilling, 1854 at Fleetwood, 4617 at Formby 
Point and 2743 on the Southport beaches on 17-18 January; 1800 at Stalmine on 14 February; 
1000 on Prescot Reservoirs on 23 February; 3200 at MMWWT on 17 March and 4500 at 
Marshside on 21 March.  
 Notable counts in autumn and the second winter period included 1500 at Mythop on 11 
August; 2200 at Formby Point and 1500 at Cockersands on 2 September; 1600 at MMWWT on 
8 September; 2831 on the Cocker Estuary and 2200 at Thurnham Moss on 19 September; 3107 
flying inland at dawn over the Rimrose Valley on 24 October; 700 at Clowbridge on 31 



76 Lancashire Bird Report 2004  

October; 1500 at Rishton Reservoir on 5 November; 2218 at Hightown on 4 November; and 
3000 at Fishmoor on 27 December. 
 The Ribble Marshes gullery was not surveyed this year. The colony at Belmont grew to a 
new record size with 810 confirmed breeding pairs and high productivity with over 1500 
juveniles fledging. The Belmont colony was re-occupied from 5 March and birds arrived almost 
simultaneously at Stocks Reservoir on the 3rd. Numbers there grew to 2000 by 28 April and 
1250 pairs bred. The Morecambe Bay breeding population was slightly larger than in 2003 with 
1282 pairs on the Eric Morecambe complex and 181 at Leighton Moss.  
 
RING-BILLED GULL* Larus delawarensis 
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant, mainly in spring. 

A second-calendar-year bird roosted over high tide at Seaforth on 4 May (PK et al) and was 
seen again on the 14th (TM et al). An adult was at Skippool Creek on the Wyre on 12-13 August 
(CGB et al). 
 
COMMON GULL Larus canus 
Abundant winter visitor and passage migrant. 
International importance: 16000. National importance: 9000 

Monthly Peak Counts  
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
MBS WeBS 313 259 57 17 3 26 5 285 164 54 126 15 
Formby Pt.  736 150 11 49 19 / / 165 800 173 610 95 
SNR 800 450 250 60 100 200 50 70 420 100 400 550 

The largest coastal counts were on the Sefton coast, including 3514 between Formby Point and 
Ainsdale on 17 January and 3500 (including 120 first-winters) on Crosby Shore on the 24th. 
Numbers were much lower on the Fylde coast during the time of the national gull census: 914 
at Fleetwood on 17 January, 420 at Pilling on the 18th and just 185 at Blackpool on the 17th. 
Few records were received from any coastal site during the second winter period. 
 Stocks Reservoir dominated inland counts with 1100 roosting on 25 January and 6 
February, 500 or more of which were resorting to the Champion Moor flood. 800 had returned 
to Stocks by 23 October and 5000 roosted on 18 December. Other reports included 170 at 
Lower Rivington on 18 January, 200 at Clowbridge Reservoir from January to March with 120 
there in December, 300 over the Irwell Valley on 6 & 28 November and 389 on the Lune 
between Hornby and The Snab on 12 December. 
 
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus 
Abundant breeder especially in Bowland and on the Ribble. Abundant spring and 
autumn migrant. Smaller winter population. 
International importance: 4500. National importance: 500 

Monthly Peak Counts  
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
MBS WeBS 55 138 149 188 247 382 231 148 342 66 97 120 
SNR 310 850 150 800 200 200 200 250 950 400 200 150 
Formby Pt.  595 69 95 300 97 / 201 446 750 150 254 78 

As usual, wintering birds were very scarce at any distance inland; the largest counts received 
were 22 on Lower Rivington Reservoir on 18 January, 150 at Altham on 22 February and 40 at 
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Stocks Reservoir on 5 February. Closer to the sea, 2000 were reported at Prescot Reservoirs on 
4 November.  
 Few passage records were received; they included 1000 over Mere Sands Wood on 27 
April, 500 at Tarbock, south Liverpool on 6 July, 2000 at Prescot Reservoirs on 1 August and at 
Stalmine on the 15th, 400 at Read and 200 at Altham on 27 March, and 70 at Stocks Reservoir 
on 17 March with 150 there on 23 October. 
 The Tarnbrook colony, where control measures continue, held 7735 pairs – slightly up on 
2003. Two pairs attempted to breed at Belmont Reservoir. One gave up early on but one pair 
incubated without success – the first confirmed breeding at this site since the 1950s. The 
Liverpool colony continued to expand with breeding by several pairs confirmed for the first 
time on the roof of the Jaguar factory in Halewood and nesting continuing in Wavertree, the 
University area and in the city centre. 
 
HERRING GULL Larus argentatus 
Abundant winter visitor and passage migrant. Common breeding bird, mainly on the 
Ribble. 
International importance: 13000. National importance: 4500 

Monthly Peak Counts  
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec  
MBS WeBS 532 313 143 142 391 487 230 745 1627 811 856 249  
Formby  3455 655 66 509 181 / / 361 2300 1143 3300 784 
SNR 4000 1500 600 2100 300 350 400 300 1050 500 3000 2000 

Counts received from the national gull census on 17-18 January were as follows: 12549 between 
Formby Point and Ainsdale, 2310 between Ainsdale and Marshside, 610 at Blackpool, 1406 at 
Fleetwood and 135 at Lower Rivington. Marshside held 3400 on 21 March.  
 In the second winter period 6000 roosted at Fishmoor Reservoir on 27 December, 4000 
were at Whinney Hill Tip on the 28th and 1000 on Rishton Reservoir on the 29th. 
 The Ribble Marshes colony was not surveyed. Small numbers nested at Tarnbrook and 
one pair was nest building at Belmont in early June but didn’t pursue the matter. Herring Gulls 
continue to make up about half of the roof-nesting colonies in Liverpool. 
 Counts of nominate argentatus at Seaforth included 15 out of 1900 on 1 January, 29 out of 
4000 on 8 January and 21 out of 1400 on 15 November.  
 
YELLOW-LEGGED GULL Larus cachinnans michahelis 
Uncommon but increasing all year. Most numerous in late summer and on southern 
coasts. 

Minimum number of individuals in each month 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
SNR 0 0 2 1 3 1 0 4 9 0 1 0 

Very few were reported away from Seaforth, where coverage was quite patchy. Most other 
records came from Prescot Reservoirs, where one or more adults were seen irregularly in 
January to March, one or two sub-adults from June to July, a 2W on 11 Sept followed by a 
number of unaged records then three adults on 15 November. 
 In the east, an adult roosted at Fishmoor Reservoir on 25 January and a second-calendar-
year was at Stocks Reservoir on 16-27 May with an adult there on 23 & 29 October. A 2S was 
on the Wyre in the Skippool area from 16 June to 18 July and an adult at Mythop on 15 August. 
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The returning adult was on the Lune estuary, mostly at Glasson, from 1 August to at least 3 
October, and this or another adult was on the Lune at Lancaster on 28 December. 
 
ICELAND GULL Larus glaucoides 
Uncommon winter visitor and spring passage migrant, mainly January to April. 
Occasional influxes. 

A no better than average year began with an adult at Fishmoor Reservoir on 4-9 January and a 
second-calendar-year at Marshside on 21 March. This latter, or another of the same age, was 
then on the Lune at various sites in the Lancaster area from 31 March to 9 May, and a 2S was 
on the Ribble at Warton Bank on 2 April. 
 No more were seen until an adult arrived at Fishmoor on 28 November where it was seen 
again on 28 December and at Whinney Hill Tip the same day. A 2W was at Fishmoor on 27-28 
December. 
 
GLAUCOUS GULL Larus hyperboreus 
Uncommon visitor, mostly winter. Usually more numerous and more coastal than 
Iceland Gull. 

It was the poorest showing for very many years with none seen anywhere on the coast. There 
were just two records, both in east Lancashire: a first-winter flying over Blackburn town centre 
towards the coast on 26 December and another first-winter at Whinney Hill Tip on 28 
December. 
 
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus  
Common winter visitor and passage migrant on coasts. Rare breeder.  
International importance: 4800. National importance: 400 

Monthly Peak Counts  
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
MBS WeBS / 47 30 10 51 107 4 77 93 41 254 53 
Formby Pt. 133 36 3 0 0 / / 54 201 97 151 80 
SNR 150 190 50 53 45 38 35 30 40 62 128 68 

Other sizeable coastal counts were 116 at Fleetwood on 17 January, 180 on Barnaby’s Sands on 
17 January and 29 January and 215 at Birkdale on 16 November. 
 The largest inland counts were 68 at Altham on 8 February, 50 at Whinney Hill Tip and 
150 on Rishton Reservoir on 28 December, and 40 at Delph Reservoir on 31 December. 
 
KITTIWAKE Rissa tridactyla 
Common passage migrant on coasts, fairly common in winter. Scarce inland.  

Numbers were generally very low at Heysham in the first winter period but onshore winds 
induced movements of 60 on 11 January and 210 on 7 February. Spring passage got underway 
in mid-March with 20 on the 13th, 183 on the 20th and 65 the next day, but April produced a 
total of 998 bird-days including 400 on the 4th and 488 on the 5th. Birds were still moving in 
May with 72 on the 2nd, 108 on the 3rd and 32 on the 19th the highest counts. Nine on several 
days in June was the highest count in summer. The first juveniles were seen on 27 August but a 
poor autumn followed with just 183 bird-days during September with a highest count of 60 on 
the 21st. Twelve on 6 October and 31 on the 25th were the last double-figure counts; just one 
was seen in November and none in December. 
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 It was a generally quieter year further south. Notable counts off the Fylde coast included 
776 at Rossall Point on 5 April with 78 there on 18 September, 194 on the 21st and 20 on 6 
October, and 84 at Blackpool on 20 September with 50 there the next day. Six were off 
Blackpool on 25 December. 
 The only sizeable counts at Seaforth were 90 on the reserve and the Mersey during a 
gale on 24 June and 60 on the river on 22 September. Twenty-two flew north offshore at 
Marshside on 3 April. The only double-figure counts at Formby Point were 19 on 1 July, 23 on 
15 September, 25 on 24 September and 111 on 13 November. 

Inland records consisted of singles at Brockholes Quarry on 8 February and 28 April, 
Stocks Reservoir on 5 March, and MMWWT on 22 September and 13 December. 
 The colony on a gas platform in the Morecambe Bay Central field increased from two 
pairs in 1998 to 22 pairs in 2002 (Mitchell et al 2004). Sixty birds were seen from the Wirral side 
of the Mersey on the seawall of the Liverpool docks in June 2004 but it was not certain if they 
were nesting but this was confirmed as Lancashire’s first mainland breeding colony in 2005. It 
seems likely that the colony may have been established for some time.  
 
SANDWICH TERN Sterna sandvicensis 
Common spring and autumn migrant on coasts. 

Morecambe Bay 
Two off Heysham on the relatively early date of 19 March were the first in the county. Spring 
passage at Heysham was sparse, with just 75 bird-days logged in April and 53 in May, and 
ended abruptly on 5 May; peak counts were 36 on 30 April and 23 on 2 May. Two off 
Morecambe Stone Jetty on 14 April with three there the next day, and 13 over Carnforth Marsh 
on 9 May were the only other spring reports. 
 A pair made a brief visit to the tern colony on Colloway Marsh on 5 June but no more 
were seen until 46 on Barnaby’s Sands on 27 July. Heysham and Morecambe reported a handful 
of records of ones and twos between 4 August and 5 October but the only large autumn count 
was of 52 on 12 August at Knott End, where small numbers were seen intermittently until the 
final eleven on 4 September. 

Liverpool Bay 

Another good spring along the length of the Fylde coast began off Rossall Point on 29 March. 
Several fairly large movements were recorded throughout April and May from both Rossall and 
Blackpool. Larger counts off Rossall included 40 on 13 April, 100 on the 22nd and 25 on 12 
May; and off Blackpool 34 on 14 April, 53 on 17 April and 16 May and 86 on 30 May. The only 
reports from the Sefton coast were regular low single-figures at Seaforth from 16 April and up 
to twelve off Formby Point from the 15th. 
 Birds continued to be seen fairly regularly during the breeding season, including 22 off 
Blackpool and six at Seaforth on 16 June.  
 A southward movement of 66 off Blackpool on 26 June marked the start of a better than 
average autumn passage. The largest counts were 51 off Rossall on 15 August, 136 off 
Blackpool on 1 August with 20 there on 9 September, 180 on St. Annes beach on 31 July with 
120 there on 13 August, 164 off Formby Point on 30 July with 362 there the following day and 
217 on 15 August, and 55 off Marshside on 1 August. The last seen were at Blackpool on 30 
September and Formby Point on 2 October. 
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Inland 

Two in spring and three in autumn made for an above average year. Singles were at Pine Lake 
on 21 March, Brockholes Quarry on 11 April, Clowbridge Reservoir on 1 August, Foulridge 
Reservoir on 4-6 August and Prescot Reservoirs on 19 September. 
 
ROSEATE TERN* Sterna dougallii 
Scarce summer visitor. 

A bird in summer plumage but with an all-black bill was on Fairhaven shore on 31 July (MJ, 
JFW), and another summer-plumaged bird at Formby Point on 15 August (SC). 
 None was seen at Seaforth for the second consecutive year. 
 
COMMON TERN Sterna hirundo 
Abundant spring and autumn migrant. Scarce breeder on Ribble, Lune and at Seaforth. 
Cross-Pennine migrant in small numbers. 

Morecambe Bay 
Apart from occasional ones and twos at Morecambe and Sunderland Point, the only passage 
reports came from Heysham, where the first was recorded on 22 April, the only one that 
month. May was hardly more productive with one or two on just three dates but unsettled 
weather in June produced five on the 17th & 24-30th. July brought 32 bird-days with a peak of 
eleven on the 3rd, but few were seen in August. Up to 16 were on the outfalls on 14-26 
September, with six there on 4 October. The last record came on the late date of 30 October. 
 About seven pairs were present in the Colloway Marsh colony but there was no evidence 
of successful breeding. 

Liverpool Bay 

The first were at Seaforth on the typical date of 16 April and Formby Point on the 18th. 
Remarkably, one at Lytham on the 29th was the only April record on the Fylde coast. 
 Numbers at Seaforth followed their usual pattern with 100 present by the end of April 
and 200 on 3 May. Appalling summer weather repeatedly wrecked the breeding rafts and 
swamped eggs and young and the 161 pairs hatched just 125 young, at least 80 of which died 
before or shortly after fledging, producing the worst breeding productivity on record. The roost 
grew to 600 in the first week of July, 750 the next week and 900 on the 30th, declining after 
that to 500-550 throughout most of August, 300+ to 13 September and 25 on 5 October. The 
last was seen on 17 October. 
 The largest spring counts elsewhere on the Sefton coast were eleven off Formby Point on 
4 May with 13 there on the 15th, and on the Fylde coast 22 off Blackpool on 5 May and 18 on 
the 14th.  
 Up ten were seen off Blackpool during June but there were no large counts until 20 at 
Lytham on 24 July, with 58 there on the 30th, and 68 at Blackpool on the 28th. A roost of 185 
on St. Annes beach on 30 July was by far the largest number there since the 1980s. Twenty-
three flew out to sea from inland at Cabin Hill on 20 July, while 106 were off Formby Point on 
the 30th with 424 south there the following day. Autumn continued with 583 off Formby Point 
on 15 August with 600 feeding offshore there on the 28th and up 40 on 17-24 September, and 
247 in the Crosby channel on 1 September. Marshside had 85 on 17 August. The last were 
singles off Rossall and Formby Point on 9 October. 
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Inland 

Records continue to proliferate. A total of 94 bird-days was logged in St. Helens, mostly at 
Prescot Reservoirs and Carr Mill Dam, between 25 April and 3 November (the last anywhere in 
the county). The largest counts were at Prescot: seven on 29 June and nine on 21 August. One 
at Myerscough Quarry on 25 April was the first anywhere in the Fylde. 
 About 70 individuals were seen, mostly in the western half of the county. Notable early 
records included a displaying pair on Downholland Moss from 31 May to 19 June, two on the 
Ribble Link canal on 3-7 May, two on the canal at Lydiate on 20 May, two at Cuerden Valley 
Park in late May, one to two regularly at MMWWT and Mere Sands Wood from 17 May to 
mid-June, five at Stocks Reservoir  and two at Foulridge Reservoir on 15 June and two at 
Brockholes Quarry the next day. 
 An adult and three juveniles on Downholland Moss on 5 July and four at Pine Lake on 22 
September were the largest autumn counts. Elsewhere, ones or twos were recorded at a number 
of sites including Brockholes Quarry and Rivington, Delph, Belmont, Foulridge, Parsonage, 
Dean Clough and Grimsargh Reservoirs. 
 
ARCTIC TERN Sterna paradisaea 
Common on spring passage, especially in Morecambe Bay, less numerous in autumn. 
Rare breeder.  

Morecambe Bay 
All passage records came from Heysham which had a somewhat below-average spring. The 
first were five on 18 April and 267 were logged by the end of the month, including 120 on the 
27 and 95 on the 30th. At least 820 passed through during May with the main passage taking 
place between the 1st and 3rd, with 211, 199 and 386 on consecutive days. Numbers fell away 
sharply after this but June and July saw a number of small influxes to the outfalls (assumed to 
be from the Foulney or Colloway colonies), including 31 on the 16 June, 20 on the 24th and 23 
on 3 July. Unusually, none was seen in August and September’s peak was seven juveniles on the 
26th, six of which stayed until 6 October and one until 1 November, just one day short of the 
county’s latest in 1995.  
 Numbers on the Colloway Marsh colony were significantly higher than in recent years 
with at least 13 pairs present, but a combination of flooding and disturbance from water sports 
meant that breeding success was, at best, very poor. 
Liverpool Bay 
One at Blackpool on 15 April was the first. A moderate passage followed on the Fylde coast, 
mostly between 25 April and 5 May, including 45 off Rossall Point on 25 April with 122 there 
on the 29th and 100 on 2 May, 145 off Blackpool on 28 April with 103 there on 1 May, and 80 
at Lytham on 30 April. As usual, few were seen on the Sefton coast, the largest counts being six 
at Seaforth on 25 April and 63 at Formby Point on 4 May. 
 Single-figure counts continued throughout June and early July at Blackpool, Formby and 
Seaforth. Autumn passage began in late July and was typically sparse with the largest counts 
twelve off Blackpool on 25 July, ten at St. Annes on the 30th and 270 off Formby Point on 28 
August. The last were singles at Seaforth on 3 October and Blackpool on the 6th. 
 Four were on Banks Marsh on 22 May but it is not known how many bred there. 

Inland 

The earliest anywhere in the county was one that flew in from the east at Brockholes Quarry on 
14 April. Birds were seen fairly regularly at Stocks Reservoir on 2-18 May, including five on the 
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2nd and 14th. Other spring records were three at Foulridge Reservoir on 8 May and two at 
Prescot Reservoirs on the 9th. 
 Three at Foulridge on 20 June and one at Brockholes on the 27th were non-breeding 
birds. Singles followed at Prescot Reservoirs on 24 July, 18 August and 21 September, and at 
Grimsargh Reservoir on 25 September. 
 
LITTLE TERN Sterna albifrons 
Uncommon passage migrant on coasts. 

As in 2003, the first of the year came, unexpectedly, from well inland when one flew in from 
the east, continuing high south-west at Brockholes Quarry on 17 April. This was the only 
inland record all year. 
 The rest of a thin spring passage were all on the Fylde coast: singles at Rossall on 19 April 
and 4 May, and Blackpool on 27 May. Two records of what were presumably non-breeding 
birds followed in June: two at Blackpool on the 15th and 29th, a sub-adult at Seaforth on the 
29th and one at Formby Point on 1 July. 
 Autumn got underway with two at Blackpool on 22 July then one at Heysham, where the 
species is decidedly scarce, on the 24th. The Fylde coast had another strong passage. A total of 
20 bird-days was recorded at Blackpool between 26 July and 20 August with a peak count of six 
on 30 July. Similar numbers, probably including many of the same birds, were recorded at 
Fairhaven/Lytham/St. Annes, including five on 28-29 July, seven on 30 July to 1 August and 
again on 18 September. Four were at Bispham on 30 July and one at Rossall on 30 August. 
 Singles were on Crosby Marine Lake on 21 September and at Seaforth on 9 October, but 
the year’s most impressive numbers were recorded at Formby Point between 30 July and 2 
October. Most records were low single figures but very large numbers occurred on two dates: 
34 on 15 August and 72 on 2 September, which included a roost of 54 and a further 18 flying 
south – the largest day-total anywhere in the county since 1995.  
 
BLACK TERN Chlidonias niger 
Uncommon spring and autumn migrant. Usually more numerous and more coastal in 
autumn. Most northern records in spring. 

A distinctly unspectacular spring – with just two records, three briefly at Foulridge Reservoir on 
8 May and one at Leighton Moss on 13-15 May – was followed by a no better than mediocre 
autumn. 
 One was at Seaforth on 24-26 June but there were no more until seven arrived at 
Foulridge Reservoir on 7 August with eight there on the tenth. At least three different adults 
and three juveniles were seen at Seaforth during August (from the 14th) and four new juveniles 
commuted between Seaforth and Crosby Marine Lake from 10-20 September. Two were at 
Heysham on 10 August, one at MMWWT on the 12th and four off Formby Point on the 18th 
with one there on the 28th. 
 With the exception of twos at MMWWT on the 11th and Leighton Moss on the 24th, all 
other September records were singles: at Dean Clough Reservoir, Grimsargh Reservoir, 
Brockholes Quarry, Fairhaven Lake, Blackpool, Warton Marsh, Thurnham Moss, Prescot 
Reservoirs and Eccleston Mere. The Thurnham and Dean Clough birds remained until 5 and 6 
October respectively, and singles were at Foulridge on the 4th, off Rossall and Blackpool on 
the 6th and at MMWWT on the 12th. 
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GUILLEMOT Uria aalge 
Fairly common offshore during autumn dispersal. Uncommon in winter. 

Singles at Heysham and Rossall were the only January records but winds during February 
produced a small increase, including one off Blackpool on the 1st with two on the 20th, one off 
Formby on the 5th with seven on the 21st, and eight at Heysham on the seventh. 
 Numbers increased a little during March and April as birds moved back towards their 
breeding colonies with at least 12 bird-days during this period on the Fylde coast, eight at 
Heysham on 4 April and five off Formby on the 18th. Ones and twos continued to be seen at 
the above sites until August but the only large count was 13 off Formby on 31 July. 
September’s ideal seawatching conditions resulted in a marked increase in sightings but 
numbers remained insignificant, the largest counts being twelve off Formby on the 2nd with 
ten on the 12th, 18 off Blackpool and ten off Rossall on the 18th. 
 Singles at Heysham/Morecambe and off Rossall Point were the only December records. 
 
RAZORBILL Alca torda 
Common offshore during autumn dispersal. Uncommon in winter. 

One off Blackpool on 1 February with two there on the 17th, and singles at Heysham/ 
Morecambe in January and early February and at Formby Point on 5 February were the only 
records during the first winter period. 
 Small numbers were seen off Formby, Rossall and Heysham during March and April but 
the only sizeable counts were 43 off Blackpool on 3 March with 30 there on 10 April and 30 on 
29 April. 
 Autumn numbers were considerably lower than in most recent years with 35 off Formby 
on 4 November the only double-figure count. Smaller numbers were, however, recorded from 
most seawatching sites during the September winds, including nine at Blackpool on the 18th. 
Two at Formby on 14 November were the last of the year. 

Auk sp. 
As usual in recent years, most unidentified auks were assumed to have been Razorbills. The 
largest counts were 13 on 24 September, 63 on 2 October, 25 on 9 October and 44 on 4 
November off Formby Point, and 133 at Heysham on 25 October. 

BLACK GUILLEMOT* Cepphus grylle 
Rare during autumn dispersal and in winter. 

Four were seen during autumn, all from the Fylde coast. All were thought to be first-winters: 
off Blackpool on 16 August (SD), off Rossall Point and Blackpool on 12 September (IG et al) 
with another off Blackpool the same day (MJ, PMcG), and a last off Blackpool on 22 
November (SD). 
 
LITTLE AUK* Alle alle 
Scarce passage migrant. 

One was watched at close range as it swam around under Southport Pier for more than half an 
hour on 30 December (CJT). 
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FERAL PIGEON Columba livia 
Abundant and widely-distributed breeding resident 

Records of this most unglamorous of species were more plentiful than usual this year. The 
highest count was of about 300 at Ream Hills, Fylde on 7 Nov, while in south Liverpool there 
were 94 at Speke shopping centre on 1 Feb and 98 there on 31 Aug. Also in August, flocks 
were observed flying from Speke to feed on cereal and oil-seed rape stubbles at Hale; up to 250 
were on cereal stubbles at Oglet on 27 Dec and there were 180 in Garston Village on the 29th. 
 Further north and east, Feral Pigeons were described as still numerous in Chorley town 
centre, there was a regular flock of 60 at Moor Park Avenue/St Paul’s Road in Preston and 76 
were at Clitheroe Cement Works on 1 April. Far from the species’ more normal urban haunts, 
77 were present at Champion Moor flood pools on 27 Aug. One bird was already sitting, and 
another nest-building, at Church Road, Lytham on 15 Dec. 
 
STOCK DOVE Columba oenas 
Fairly common breeding resident; local flocks in winter 

Peak counts in the first winter period were below normal in both stronghold areas, the Fylde 
and the south-west with 136 at Oglet on 25 Jan the only three-figure total, while 82 at Birk’s 
Farm, Eagland Hill on 11 Jan and 89 at nearby Bradshaw Lane Head on 24 Feb were the 
highest Fylde counts. There were 50 at Old Coach Road, St Helens on 6 Feb and 80 there on 1 
May, and a peak for the year of 13 at MSW on 27 April. Twelve at Barrow, near Clitheroe on 13 
March was the largest flock reported from the ELOC area while seven at Broadclough on 18 
Jan was Rossendale’s early year peak. 
 There were widespread reports of confirmed or probable breeding: from 20 sites in 
south Liverpool, including seven in Sefton Park, ten sites in Rossendale and five in east 
Lancashire. Stock Doves nested in at least six locations in the Rivington-Anglezarke area and 
there were single pairs at White Coppice and at Middleton Industrial Estate, Heysham. In the 
Pilling-Preesall area of the Fylde 43 pairs laid 247 eggs in 113 clutches and fledged 125 young. 
 Post-breeding assemblies included 30 at Holmeswood on 14 July and 56 at 
Downholland Moss Irrigation Lakes on 23 Aug. As in 2003, late-year flocks were on the low 
side with 70 on Downholland Moss on 22 Dec by far the highest count. Elsewhere there were 
36 at MMWWT on 13 Sept, 17 on Rawcliffe Moss, Fylde on 12 Oct, 37 on fields inland of 
Cabin Hill, Formby on the 17th and 23 at Oglet on 27 Dec. Further inland, 15 at Cant Clough, 
Burnley on 12 Dec and three at Higher Hollinbank on 17 Dec were the highest counts in the 
ELOC region and Rossendale, respectively. 
 
WOODPIGEON Columba palumbus 
Abundant breeding resident; widespread winter flocks 

In a reverse of the pattern that obtained in 2003, peak numbers were relatively low in the early 
year but there was a substantial influx in late autumn.  
Seven hundred at Singleton, Fylde on 1 Jan and 500 at nearby Rawcliffe Moss on the 18th were 
that month’s highest counts; in the south-west there were 450 at Speke on 9 Jan and 154 at 
Formby on the 18th. A thousand at MMWWT was the only noteworthy gathering in February; 
there were 500 at Fluke Hall, Pilling on 12 March, while a southward movement in the south-
west at the end of the month saw an unprecedented 203 over SNR on the 30th with another 70 
there, 204 over nearby Rimrose Valley and 260 over Hesketh Golf Course, Marshside the 
following day. There were 190 at Oglet on 8 April and 230 at Great Plumpton, Fylde on 9 May.  
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 As usual, breeding data were very sparse. Thirteen pairs bred on Freshfield Dune Heath, 
eight to ten on British Energy property at Heysham and five on Warton Crag. 
 Apart from 325 at MSW on 23 Sept and 200+ on Skelmersdale White Moss on 19 Oct 
there were no reports of significant movements or flocks in early autumn. A major influx began 
in the last days of October, however, with 5000 over Earnsdale Reservoir, Darwen on the 28th 
and 795 over Rimrose Valley and 477 over Caton Moor on the 30th. A second surge of 
movements in mid-November saw 500 recorded at Reedsholme, Rossendale on the 16th and a 
similar number on Rawcliffe Moss on the 18th; 10000+ were over Oakenclough and 350 
moved north at Aldcliffe on 20 Nov, while 500 flew south at Marton Mere on the 24th. 
Continuing high numbers in December included 1400 at Entwistle Plantations on the 5th, 582 
on Rawcliffe Moss on the 24th, 685+ in Calderstones Park, south Liverpool on the 25th, 400 at 
Whitehough Wood, Burnley on the 26th and 1000+ on Croston Moss on the last day of the 
year. 
 
COLLARED DOVE Streptopelia decaocto 
Common breeding resident, more local in the east; some coastal passage 

As usual, most reports of large gatherings throughout the year came from the coastal west. In 
the first winter period numbers at the Bradshaw Lane feeding-station, Pilling peaked at 134 in 
January, 67 in February and 59 in March; there were 81 at Hy Fly Hatcheries, Preesall on 10 
Jan. Twenty-five were present at MSW on 5 Feb and up to 40 roosting at Gaghills, Rossendale 
during January-March was the highest count from far inland. A flock of 26 flying north-east 
over Morecambe Stone Jetty on 30 March was the only noteworthy spring movement reported. 
 Breeding reports were very few this year; the most interesting was of a pair that nested 
inside a warehouse security camera installation at Gannow, Burnley. Three flew south at Starr 
Gate on 1 Sept and there were several high flyovers at Heysham during the autumn. 
 Reports of substantial flocks were widespread in autumn and early winter, beginning 
with 50 at Speke and 30 at Glasson Marina on 14 Sept. There was a peak of 55 at Bradshaw 
Lane in October while 26 at Briercliffe, Burnley on the 16th was the largest flock in the ELOC 
region all year. Numbers at Glasson increased to 53+ in late November, up to 69 were at 
Bradshaw Lane during the month, and there were 106 at Bond’s Farm, Pilling on the 16th and 
up to 60 at Sands Lake, Ainsdale on the 22nd. Up to 40 birds again roosted at Gaghills in 
November-December and there were 55+ at Yew Tree Farm, Oglet on 27 Dec. The year’s 
highest count, however, and possibly the largest assembly of Collared Doves ever recorded in 
the county, was of 239 at Hy Fly Hatcheries on 5 Dec. 
 There were widespread reports of birds in song and displaying from the middle of 
December. 
 
TURTLE DOVE Streptopelia turtur 
Rare breeding visitor to the south-west; scarce passage migrant elsewhere 

This declining summer visitor appears to have taken another major lurch towards extinction in 
2004; there were only two records, both in Merseyside in late May. A male was purring in a 
hawthorn by Bridgefoot Farm, Lydiate on the 26th and a bird at Dairy Farm Road, St. Helens 
on the 31st was the first recorded in that area since 1996. Six or seven Turtle Doves were 
reported in 2003, eight in 2002, six in 2001 and five in 2000. 
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CUCKOO Cuculus canorus 
Uncommon breeding bird and double passage migrant, more numerous in spring 

An early spring passage began with single birds at Lytham on 11 April and at Jenny Brown’s 
Point on the 13th; the first in east Lancashire was at Stocks Reservoir on the 17th, and 
widespread arrivals were reported from the 19th. A total of about 20 birds was recorded in 
April, around the average of the last few years, but there was a marked increase in the volume 
of May and June reports. Chorley NHS reported a return to normal levels after a poor 2003, 
and ELOC a significant improvement in the Cuckoo’s local status, in both breeding and 
passage numbers. A total of about 70 birds was recorded in May (40 has been the recent norm) 
from all parts of the county but with a preponderance of records, as usual, from upland areas, 
with the exception of Rossendale where perhaps only a single mobile bird was seen this year. 
 Significant influxes were noted during 11-18 May and from the 23rd to the end of the 
month; many late May arrivals remained well into June but at least 15 ‘new’ birds were reported 
during that month. Reports of likely or confirmed breeding were more widespread than for 
several years: breeding was reported from at least four sites on the West Pennine Moors and 
from at least five in east Lancashire; a juvenile was fed by Meadow Pipits on Pendle Hill on 27 
July. In the south-west birds were present through all or part of the summer at Ainsdale NNR, 
MMWWT and Mere Sands Wood. 
 Not surprisingly there followed a more productive autumn than usual, with records of 
single birds at Hackensall Hall, Fylde on 22 Aug and Downholland Moss Irrigation Lakes on 4 
Sept; a juvenile was still being fed by Meadow Pipits in the Dunsop Valley as late as 13-15 Sept. 
A bird reported at Ormskirk on 27 October would, if confirmed, be the latest ever recorded in 
the county by a full four weeks and later than the average last sighting by two months. 
 
BARN OWL Tyto alba 
Uncommon breeding resident, most numerous in the south-west and the Fylde 

Fairly detailed data from the Fylde indicate an essentially stable situation; there were widespread 
sighting reports throughout the year and a pair bred on Lytham Moss. Over Wyre, in the 
Pilling-Preesall-Stalmine areas 13 pairs laid 61 eggs, hatched 32 young and fledged 25, all in 
nest-boxes; one pair had a second, failed brood and the average of 1.8 fledged per pair was 
somewhat down on last year’s mean of 2.2. Another pair bred at New Lane, Eagland Hill, and 
fledged three young. 
 Apart from possible nesting by single pairs at Tarbock Hall, south Liverpool and near 
Mere Sands Wood, no breeding data whatever were received from the Barn Owl’s stronghold 
in the south-west, but a good spread of casual sighting reports throughout the year suggests at 
least a stable population. In the west of the Chorley NHS region pairs probably or certainly 
nested at Croston, Farington, Eccleston and Ulnes Walton; a pair fledged three young at 
Belmont, the first breeding record in that area since the early 1960s. 
 Elsewhere in the county only scattered sightings of single birds were reported. One was 
present at various dates throughout the year at Whinney Hill Tip, Accrington and birds were at 
Barrow, near Clitheroe on 27 Nov and Brockholes Quarry in December. One was reported 
near Clowbridge Reservoir on various dates from 4 Sept to 9 Oct (there were no Rossendale 
records in 2003); in the north, single birds were present at Barrow Scout Fields near Leighton 
Moss during January and at Heysham Moss on the 26th. 
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LITTLE OWL Athene noctua 
Fairly common and widespread breeding resident 

The ROC report describes the Little Owl as ‘thriving’ in that region in 2004 with perhaps many 
more pairs to be discovered if observers were to search for them; there were records from 21 
locations, all in quarries or on moorland edge. Breeding was confirmed at only three sites but 
was considered likely at most of the others. Further north ELOC received 50 records from 30 
sites, across all months of the year; breeding was confirmed at Altham-Martholme, Brownsills, 
Thursden Valley and Wycoller, and by two pairs at Pendle. In the Chorley region the species 
was present in eight locations with nesting confirmed at Belmont Reservoir. 
 Elsewhere, reports were more fragmentary. In the north there were many scattered 
sightings, mainly in the Lancaster and Aldcliffe areas and in the upper Lune Valley; breeding 
was not confirmed at any site. In the Fylde a pair bred at Danson Hill, Catforth; in the Pilling-
Preesall area 25 pairs nested in boxes, laying 93 eggs and fledging 36 of the 46 young hatched, 
78.2%, virtually identical to 2003’s figure. Very few reports were received from the south-west; 
single pairs bred at Tarleton and near Mere Sands Wood, nesting was thought likely at a site on 
Banks Marsh and there were sightings in the St. Helens area, at Oglet and on Skelmersdale 
White Moss. 
 
TAWNY OWL Strix aluco 
Common and widespread breeding resident 

Our commonest owl usually receives less attention from observers than its relatives; in 2004 
there was the normal pattern of widespread breeding and sight/hearing records and no 
indication of any significant change in status. Birds were reported from 28 locations in the 
ELOC region with confirmed breeding at Marl Hill, near Newton; the ROC reported records 
from 13 sites which was considered an underestimate of the true situation, although there was 
no confirmation of breeding. In the Chorley NHS region breeding was recorded at five 
locations and a ground-nesting pair at Belmont Plantations fledged a single youngster; this 
behaviour has been recorded at least once before in the county, at Slaidburn in 2002. At Delph 
Reservoir a pair nested in a hollow tree that has been regularly used by Tawny Owls since at 
least 1964. 
 In the Fylde a pair bred in Stanley Park, Blackpool, as in 2003; in the Pilling-Preesall area 
14 pairs laid 39 eggs from which 30 young hatched and 24 fledged. In the south-west the 
species was recorded in at least nine locations in south Liverpool with confirmed breeding in 
Childwall Woods; there were two or three pairs at MSW and one at Freshfield Dune Heath. In 
the north single pairs bred, or probably bred, at Warton Crag and Heysham Head. 
 
LONG-EARED OWL Asio otus 
Scarce breeding resident; uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor 

A noticeable surge in breeding-season records from upland areas suggests that this elusive 
species has either been overlooked in the recent past or is undergoing a population increase. 
There were reports from six locations in Rossendale with successful breeding thought likely at 
most; all sites were adjacent to rough pasture or moorland. In east Lancashire a pair bred in the 
Burnley area with at least two young fledged, and an adult was calling on Longridge Fell on 25 
April; juveniles were recorded at Hoddlesden, near Darwen in late June and at Swinden 
Reservoir, Burnley and Sawley in the upper Ribble Valley in July. Two pairs bred successfully 
on the West Pennine Moors around Belmont with birds present in the area from 27 Feb to 9 
Nov. In the north two pairs bred on Leck Fell, both fledging young. A day-flying bird was at 
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Brockholes Quarry on 10 July and the same or another was present in early-to-mid November. 
No reports of nesting were received from the south-west mosslands, although a bird was 
hunting at dusk over fields on Downholland Moss on 25 June and 25 Sept and an ‘eared’ owl at 
Speke Hall at dusk on 14 Nov may have been of this species. 
 The regular winter roost at Marton Mere was in use again at both ends of the year. 
Reports of numbers present vary considerably, probably due to the birds’ frequent elusiveness 
in the thick scrub and the commendable reluctance of observers to search too intrusively, but 
up to eight were reported in January and February, four in March and two in April with the last 
record of a single bird on the 11th. The first two returning birds were present on 28 October; 
up to five were recorded in November and December. One or two were reported to be 
roosting at a site in the Dunsop Valley during the first winter period. 
 
SHORT-EARED OWL Asio flammeus 
Scarce upland breeding bird; uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor 

As has become the norm in recent years, Short-eared Owls were widespread in the uplands 
during the first winter period. In the ELOC region there were 21 records in all, twelve of these 
from Champion Moor where a peak of six were present on 6 Jan; two were also on Longridge 
Fell in February. In the north one was on Little Anne Moss in the far north-east on 6 Feb and 
there were two on Caton Moor on the 14th; on the West Pennine Moors one was present in 
the Belmont area during the month. The coastal scene in the early year was dominated by 
Marshside-Crossens following a major influx in the previous autumn: eight were present on 4 
Jan, five on the 27th and four on 11 Feb; the last two birds were recorded on 20 March. Also in 
the south-west one was hunting near Liverpool Airport on 13 March. On the Fylde and further 
north single birds were recorded at Newton and Warton Marshes, Pilling Moss, Cockersands 
and Leighton Moss on various dates between 1 Jan and 7 March. 
 The few spring passage reports from the coast and lowlands were concentrated in a 
four-week period in April and May: singles at Warton Marsh on 11-13 & 24 April, at 
Brockholes Quarry on the 15th and at Marton Mere on 12 May. 
 In Bowland 2004 was the second ‘vole year’ in succession and there were ten confirmed 
breeding attempts on the United Utilities estate (eight last year) with the total number of 
territories up from 19 to at least 23; in Rossendale birds were present at two locations, on Orrel 
Moss and at Clowbridge, but breeding was not proven. Two pairs nested on the West Pennine 
Moors near Belmont, one fledging at least two young. In the north, breeding season presence 
was recorded on Burn Moor, near the North Yorkshire border, by the Bentham-Cross of Greet 
road, and on Caton Moor; breeding almost certainly took place at the last-named, where four 
birds were seen on 7 July. No nesting attempts were reported from lowland sites this year. 
 A bird on Birkdale Dunes on 12 August signalled the beginning of post-breeding 
dispersals and movements; it remained until mid-September, when another passed over 
Rimrose Valley, Crosby on the 15th. Other autumn passage birds were recorded at 
Cockersands on 7 Oct, Prescot Reservoirs next day and at Rossall Point on the 9th & 23rd; one 
was on Pilling Moss on 29 Oct and three were over Garston shore, south Liverpool, on the 
30th. Up to two birds in north Rossendale on various dates to 17 Oct were the last of the year 
in that region. Numbers everywhere in the second winter period were exceptionally low by the 
standards of most recent years; there were only eleven records in east Lancashire and one on 
the West Pennine Moors – at Belmont in November. On the coast, Marshside-Crossens had 
not had a single record by the year’s end but there were up to three on Lytham Moss in 
December and singles at Fairhaven on the 12th, Cockersands on the 13th and Pilling on the 
17th. 
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SWIFT Apus apus 
Common summer visitor and abundant passage migrant 

2003: Correction: the late bird in the Fylde on 7 Nov was over Fairhaven, not Marton Mere. 
2004: One over Church Street, Skelmersdale on 1 April was the earliest so far recorded in the 
county by three days. The next arrivals, still quite early, were singles over SNR and Freehold, 
Lancaster on 16 April, followed by birds over Marton Mere next day and Sunnyhurst Hey 
Reservoir, Darwen and Prescot Reservoirs on the 19th. Some very substantial movements were 
underway before the month’s end, including ‘several hundred’ over Prescot Reservoirs, 70 at 
Leighton Moss and 80 at Brockholes Quarry on the 27th and up to 150 over Wray in the Lune 
Valley, 250 at Marton Mere and 200 at SNR on the 28th. Movements in May were generally 
unspectacular with flocks of about a hundred birds over Leighton Moss on 3 May, Brockholes 
Quarry next day, Clowbridge Reservoir early in the month and Boulsworth Moor on the 30th. 
Seaforth featured strongly, however; up to 200 moved north daily in the first week of May and 
there was a peak of 225 on the 28th. 
 Very few breeding details were reported this year and almost all of these were from the 
Chorley NHS area. Breeding birds had returned to Cowling by 3 May, were feeding young by 
25 June, and had left the site by 1 Aug; birds had left breeding sites at Belmont by 8 Aug and 
Coppull by the 15th. A flock of 500 over Prescot Reservoirs on 19 June was by far the largest 
summer feeding flock reported. 
  The departure of this aerial species in autumn is always enigmatic; this year, southward 
movements appear to have begun earlier than usual, in mid-July. A hundred flew south over 
SNR on 10 July, 200 moved over Brockholes Quarry on the 14th and 500 arrived from the 
north over Clowbridge Reservoir on the 16th. Later in the month 300 were over Prescot 
Reservoirs on the 24th, 200 passed at SNR on the 29th and a heavy passage of over a thousand 
Swifts was over Eagland Hill, Pilling on the 31st. In contrast, counts during August were on the 
low side, with the exception of at Caton Moor, where 871 passed on the first of the month; the 
only other three-figure count received was of 200+ to the south-east of Colne on the 10th. 
Offshore movements by small parties of Swifts are familiar to seawatchers in August; nine flew 
south at Starr Gate on the 18th while 23 were off Blackpool South Promenade on the 23rd. 
 September stragglers were unusually widespread this year and were reported from 13 
locations, mainly coastal, from Heysham NR on the 12th to SNR on the 27th; inland, there 
were three over Brockholes Quarry on the 4th and singles over Skelmersdale on the 8th and 
Whittle and Eccleston, Chorley on the 15th and 22nd, respectively. Single birds over Stanley 
Park, Blackpool on 26 Oct and Rimrose Valley next day were reported as ‘Swift sp’ by 
observers, but in the absence of any descriptive evidence there seems no reason to suspect that 
they were anything other than Common Swifts, despite the late dates. 
 
KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis 
Uncommon but widely-distributed breeding bird, mainly in the east; post-breeding 
dispersal westward 

The relatively few reports of coastal birds in the first winter period were all from north Fylde 
and the shores of Morecambe Bay.  
There were 67 widespread reports in the ELOC area, spanning all months of the year, but only 
a single confirmed breeding record, of a pair with young at Hyndburn Bridge in May. In 
Rossendale at least two pairs bred on the River Irwell south of Rawtenstall and probable 
breeding birds were present at Holden Wood Reservoir and in the Waterfoot area. In the 
Chorley NHS region two pairs nested at Cuerden Valley Park and an adult was observed 
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feeding a juvenile at Withnell Fold on the late date of 4 Sept; birds were present in the breeding 
season at Roddlesworth Plantations, Upper and Lower Rivington Reservoirs, Yarrow Reservoir 
and Appley Bridge. There were no reports of breeding from north Lancashire. 
 In the lowlands, where Kingfishers breed only sporadically, pairs nested on the River 
Ribble adjacent to Brockholes Quarry, at Ellel Grange, at the Leisure Lakes complex south of 
Tarleton and at Carr Mill Dam, St Helens. There were suggestive reports of breeding season 
presence from MMWWT, MSW and Downholland Moss in the south-west and from Ingol and 
Churchtown on the Fylde. 
 Reports of post-breeding dispersals were received from the beginning of July; single 
birds were at Halewood, south Liverpool on 6 July, at Conder Green on the 11th and at 
Middleton Industrial Estate, Heysham during 21-28th. There were widespread records at 
coastal and near-coastal waters from August to October, including three at MSW on 1 Aug, two 
at Conder Green from the 28th to the end of the year and two at Myerscough Quarry on 8 Oct, 
but relatively few of these autumn wanderers seem to have remained at any site after the 
beginning of November. 
 
HOOPOE* Upupa epops 
Rare passage migrant 

One was in a garden at Hothersall, near Longridge at about 19:30 on 11 May (Anon, per RF). 
Hoopoes have been recorded annually in Lancashire since 2001. 
 
WRYNECK * Jynx torquilla 
Rare passage migrant, usually in autumn after easterly winds 

Two were recorded in the coastal west during a four-day period in mid-August. The first was 
trapped, ringed and released at Leighton Moss on 14 Aug (RAC, JW) and a second was present 
briefly at Whyndyke Farm, Mythop in the Fylde around midday on the 17th before flying off 
north-west (PK, PTo). The most recent records were in 2002, when two birds were present in 
September. 
 
GREEN WOODPECKER Picus viridis 
Uncommon and local breeding bird, mainly in the north and east 

There were 68 reports from east Lancashire, across all months; nesting was confirmed at 
Cliviger Fishponds, Lowerhouse Lodges and Lee Green. The recent increase in numbers in the 
Gisburn Forest is thought to be due, at least in part, to the spread of ant colonies in the stumps 
of felled trees. Birds were present at eleven locations in Rossendale during the breeding season 
and pairs with juveniles were seen at Plunge on 11 July and at Edge Cote on the 18th; there 
were very few winter records. In the Chorley NHS area juvenile birds were seen at two sites in 
the Rivington area in August and presence was recorded at Cuerden, Birkacre, Duxbury, 
Ellerbeck and Delph Reservoir. Apart from a single pair on Warton Crag there were no 
breeding reports from north Lancashire although birds were present at Oakenclough in June. 
Further south a bird was calling at Waddecar, Grizedale, in June. 
 In the lowlands there were records at Brockholes Quarry in spring, summer and 
autumn, indicative of nearby breeding. It was a good year for Green Woodpeckers at Prescot 
Reservoirs, St Helens, with records in February, March and July-October; two were present on 
dates in September. Elsewhere in the area birds were at Carr Mill Dam and Sherdley Park in 
spring and at Newton-le-Willows in July. One at Mere Sands Wood on 10 April was the 
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reserve’s first record since 1999, and a bird that arrived at Heysham NR on 31 Oct was 
probably the same individual seen around the area on several dates in December. 
 
GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos major 
Common and widespread breeding resident; some autumn dispersal/passage 

The regional reports to hand all suggest continuing high numbers and even further expansion 
of range. There were over a hundred reports from east Lancashire with successful nesting 
confirmed at ten sites; the species was present in all the main wooded areas of Rossendale and 
visiting bird-feeders at many places, with confirmed or probable breeding reported from six 
locations. Pairs were resident in most suitable habitat throughout the Chorley NHS region, 
including 24 territories in the Rivington-Anglezarke woodlands and five successful nests in 
Cuerden Valley Park. 
 Widespread nesting records elsewhere in the county included twelve pairs at seven 
locations in the St. Helens area, confirmed breeding at seven sites in south Liverpool and six 
Over Wyre. There were at least four successful pairs at Mere Sands Wood and two on 
Skelmersdale White Moss. 
 An exceptional volume of coastal movements was observed in autumn 2004. Nine 
passed in total at Heysham and single birds moved south at Formby Point on 2 Sept and at 
SNR on the 6th, with two there on the 10th. A concentrated wave of migration in mid-October 
included five over Fairhaven on 8 Oct; at least ten flew north-east with a huge movement of 
eastern thrushes at Hesketh Golf Course, Marshside on the following day. One was at SNR on 
10 Oct and two on the 13th; two flew over Fairhaven and one over Rimrose Valley, Crosby on 
the 15th. Two rather obvious migrants were clinging to the seaward wall of the lighthouse 
cottage at Cockersands on 22 Oct. 
 
LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos minor 
Scarce and local breeding resident 

Records of this elusive woodland resident dwindled alarmingly in 2004. The ELOC report lists 
only three sightings all year, single birds at Dunsop Bridge on 9 Feb and 27 March and at 
Stocks Reservoir on 17 April, although another observer reported a pair breeding by the lower 
Hodder. In the Chorley region the only records were of singles in the Heskin-Eccleston area on 
16 & 27 May and 15 Sept; the complete absence of reports from the species’ former stronghold 
in the woods south and west of Chorley town seems ominous. In the north one was reported 
from Woodwell, Silverdale on 1 April; there were no records in the Fylde. 
 The few remaining confirmed or probable contacts were in the south-west: one was 
calling in Liverpool’s Sefton Park, a former breeding-site, on 30 Jan; one was in a hedgerow 
near Mere Sands Wood on 13 Feb and there were two sightings on the reserve itself on 21 Feb 
and 27 April. There was a probable call record at Mossborough Hall Plantations, St Helens in 
early March and one was in Crosby Hall Woods in November. 
 
SKYLARK Alauda arvensis 
Abundant breeding bird and winter visitor; common passage migrant 

The only significant flock reported in the early year was of 200 at Marshside on 25 Jan; 77 at 
Eagland Hill on 27 Feb was the highest count in the Fylde. Birds had returned to Altham by 18 
Jan and to Rowley Tip, also in east Lancashire, by the end of the month; there were no January 
records on the West Pennine Moors or in Rossendale but birds were in song on Anglezarke 
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Moor and at Rooley Moor, Musbury Heights and Crown Point in Rossendale by mid-February. 
Spring passage on the coast was negligible at both SNR and Marshside; 20+ at Warton Bank on 
19 March was the largest flock reported. 
 Breeding reports, both systematic and casual, were unusually plentiful this year. Seven 
territories were counted in a 1km BBS square on Darwen Moor, as in 2003. Three pairs at The 
Hile was a significant reduction there, but elsewhere in Rossendale over 30 birds were on 
territory at Reaps Moss, Cowpe Moss and Alden in May-June. Seventy-three pairs bred at 
MMWWT while in the St. Helens area there were 30 territories at Old Coach Road, 20 at Dairy 
Farm Road and 24 at Mossborough Hall. ‘Good numbers’ were reported from Croston Moss, 
Chorley and territorial birds were recorded at over 15 locations across south Liverpool. 
 Autumn movements were underway by 24 Sept, when there were 30 at MMWWT and 
50+ at Cockersands; most coastal and near-coastal sites had their first migrants in early 
October, with 63 at Eagland Hill, Pilling, 40 at Skelmersdale White Moss and 21 at SNR on the 
1st and 40 at Marshside on the 7th. Fairly heavy and widespread movements began on 9 Oct 
when 1500 – a county record – moved east at Fluke Hall, Pilling, with 200 at Marshside on the 
following day. One hundred and twenty-four passed at Fairhaven and 60 at SNR on 15 Oct; 
there were 74 at the latter site on 24 Oct, 104 on the 30th, and 76 on Rawcliffe Moss, Fylde on 
the 23rd. A major influx of 800 at Marshside on 13 Nov does not seem to have been reflected 
in counts elsewhere; more than half of these had moved on by the next day. Inland, two birds 
at Haslingden Grane on 24 Oct were the last of the year in Rossendale while in east Lancashire 
there were two late birds at Grove Lane Marsh, Padiham on 20 Nov. 
 As in the first winter period Marshside recorded by far the largest late year numbers, 
including 250 on 4 Dec, 420 on the 15th and 460 on the 31st. There were at least 178 on 
stubbles at Oglet, south Liverpool on 27 Dec and 28 on Rawcliffe Moss on the 28th. Four 
males were in full song at Skelmersdale White Moss on the last day of the year. 
 
SHORE LARK* Eremophila alpestris 
Scarce and irregular winter visitor and passage migrant 

The two adults present on St Annes Beach from December 2003 remained, with occasional 
excursions to nearby Starr Gate, until 15 March, to the satisfaction of a steady stream of year-
listers from all parts of the county and beyond. 
 
SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia 
Common but local breeding bird, mainly in the east; abundant double passage migrant 

The first spring arrivals, a few days later than the norm of recent years, were at Leighton Moss, 
the River Lune at Lancaster, Marton Mere and Brockholes Quarry on 16 March. Small numbers 
were widespread by the end of the month, including 20 at Brockholes Quarry on 20 March, 65 
at Pine Lake on the 22nd with 100 there on the 24th, and 14 at Myerscough Quarry on the 
31st. Birds had reached the east Lancashire at Altham by 18 March and Townsendfold, 
Rossendale by the 29th. Gatherings in April, apart from 2000 at Leighton Moss on the 20th, 
were modest; there were 300 at Pine Lake on 4 April, 100 at Marton Mere on 14-15th and 140 
there on the 18th, 100+ at SNR on the 15th and 100 at Martholme on the Calder on the 25th. 
As far as any substantial movements are concerned passage had effectively ended by the 
beginning of May. 
 No breeding data were received from the Sand Martin’s county headquarters in the 
upper Lune Valley although about 60 birds had returned to the Wennington colony by 6 April. 
Further south there were 106 active nest-holes at Brockholes Quarry, a beneficial outcome of 
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recent excavations; at nearby Lightfoot Green Quarry, Fulwood 160 nest-holes were left in 
peace until the birds had left in September, when quarrying resumed. East Lancashire colony 
counts included 65 nests on the River Calder at Read, 40 at nearby Altham-Martholme and 25 
pairs on the River Hyndburn. In Rossendale small numbers bred at Townsendfold but no 
reports were received from the colony at Stubbins. The colony at Hoghton Bottoms in the 
Chorley NHS region was described as ‘prospering’ and several pairs bred at Cuerden and 
Eccleston. There were no breeding attempts in the Heysham area this year and no information 
was received from the River Wyre or from the south-west. 
 Post-breeding assemblies included 450 at Leighton Moss on 10 July, 200 at Altham-
Martholme next day and 200 at Brockholes Quarry on 29 Aug. Passage at SNR extended from 
25 June to 25 Sept but was very light, with a peak of twelve on 29 July. Numbers of migrants 
across the county as a whole were exceptionally low, rarely exceeding single figures on any date 
at any site; Rossendale, Chorley and north Lancashire all saw their last Sand Martins on 12 Sept, 
five at Foulridge Reservoir on the typical date of 19 Sept were east Lancashire’s latest and a 
single at Marshside on the 27th was the last of the year. 
 
SWALLOW Hirundo rustica 
Abundant breeding bird and double passage migrant 

Two very early arrivals were over Bagden Quarry, Rossendale on 12 March; single birds at 
Bootle on the 24th and at Leighton Moss on the 26th were the only other March records. Birds 
reached east Lancashire at Wilpshire and Dunsop Bridge, and the Chorley area at Eccleston, on 
1 April and arrivals were widespread by the 5th. Spring movements were reasonably 
conspicuous this year, with most of the highest counts concentrated in the last week of April. A 
northward movement of 278 was recorded at Heysham North Harbour Wall on 23 April, 335 
flew north at Rossall Point on the 26th, when 100 also passed at Heysham, and there were 300 
at Marton Mere and 100+ at SNR on the 28th. The passage faded quickly in May: 140 at 
Clowbridge Reservoir, Rossendale early in the month, 250 at Marshside and 209 at Marton 
Mere on 12 May and 120 at Marshside on the 17th were the only three-figure counts reported. 
 As usual, little information on breeding was received. At Pilling-Preesall, Over Wyre, 31 
pairs fledged 156 young from 230 eggs in 46 clutches, and eight pairs bred in a LCFS survey 
tetrad in Grane Valley, Rossendale. A pair nested successfully in a shooting-hut in Bowland, at 
an exceptional 400m altitude, and a late clutch was still being fed at Edgeside Park, Rossendale 
on 21 Sept. 
 In contrast to the breeding situation there was a multitude of reports of autumn roosts 
and movements, beginning in the second week of July and peaking in August and early 
September, with numerous stragglers well into October. Only the highlights can be given here; 
most of the very large counts came from the coastal west although inland regions also 
experienced some heavy movements. A hundred at MMWWT on 8 July and 200 at Prescot 
Reservoirs on the 10th set the ball rolling; later in the month 150 moved over Caton Moor and 
120 passed at SNR on the 28th, with 300 at SNR on the following day and 135 at Bond’s Farm, 
Pilling on the 30th. Some massive roosts and movements in August included 1146 over Caton 
Moor and 400 at Pilling Lane Ends on the 1st. Four thousand roosted in a maize field at 
Singleton, Fylde during 7-10 Aug while there were 2000-3000 in a roost at nearby Marton Mere 
during 10-14th; 400 passed at Mythop and 240 at Marshside on the latter date. There were 200 
at Altham on 29 Aug and 471 over Caton Moor on the 31st. 
 The first half of September saw some further impressive movements, including 750 at 
SNR and 267 at Fairhaven on the 6th and 450 at Marshside on the 9th. Two-hundred-and-
ninety at SNR on 19 Sept was the last really large count but small parties continued to pass until 
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mid-October, including 20 per hour over Laund Hey, Rossendale and 28 at Out Rawcliffe, 
Fylde on 3 Oct and 13 at Marshside on the 9th. There were reports of smaller numbers at a 
total of 18 widespread sites during October, and one at Nelson on the 27th was the last of 
autumn, although single birds reported at Great Marton Moss, Fylde on 3 Dec and at 
MMWWT on 30 Dec were our third successive mid-winter records. 
 
RED-RUMPED SWALLOW* Hirundo daurica 
Vagrant 

Although overshoots in spring have become more frequent in Britain as a whole in recent 
years, this southern European hirundine remains a very rare visitor to Lancashire. Our third 
record was a bird found feeding over Marton Mere on the morning of 18 April (MJ); it 
reappeared occasionally throughout the day and again briefly the following morning. The 
record has been accepted by the BBRC. The previous occurrences were in May 1968 and June 
1996.  
 
HOUSE MARTIN Delichon urbica 
Common and widespread breeding bird; abundant passage migrant 

Two over Bispham Promenade on 25 March were the first spring migrants to arrive, followed 
at some distance by birds at Leighton Moss, Brockholes Quarry and MMWWT on 3 April. The 
first House Martins reached Rossendale next day, the ELOC and St. Helens areas on 8 April, 
and Lower Healey and Eccleston in the Chorley NHS region on the 17th. For the fourth year 
in a row spring movements were very light; 100 at Marton Mere on 18 April, 200 at Marshside 
on 17 May and 110 at SNR on the 28th were the only three-figure counts reported. 
 Birds were back at nest-sites in Edenfield, Rossendale from 9 April, in Catforth, Fylde 
by the 14th and in Nelson by the 28th. The ROC reported a successful breeding season with 
eight to ten pairs at Hoyle Street, Whitworth feeding young until 25 Sept. There were 30 active 
nests in Belmont Village, one more than in 2003; 20-30 resident pairs at Fairhaven had left by 
early September. Nests were still being attended at Low Moor, Clitheroe on 6 Oct and at 
Glasson Dock on the 25th. 
 Early migrants were on the move by the second week of July, as 100 passed over 
Prescot Reservoirs on 10 July and Marshside on the 15th. The main autumn passage extended 
from mid-August to late September and was around the average level of recent years. Three 
hundred moved over Darwen Moor on 14 Aug and 300+ were at Ogden Reservoir, Rossendale 
on the 22nd; 200 flew south at Fairhaven on 4 Sept, several hundred were over White Coppice, 
Chorley on the 9th, 180 passed at Altcar Rifle Ranges on the 10th, 230 at SNR on the 11th and 
100 at Prescot Reservoirs next day. A flock of 700 at Brockholes Quarry on 26 Sept was the 
autumn’s largest and up to 180 moved daily at Crosby Marine Park in the second half of the 
month; 150 at Ewood Bridge Sewage Works, Rossendale on 21 Sept was the last significant 
movement in that region. 
 As usual, late migrants were widely reported in the first half of October. Thirty on 3 Oct 
were the last of the year at SNR; on the same day a flock of 65, an unprecedented number on 
so late a date, was over Crossens Marsh and there were 14 over the Calder at Martholme. 
Rossendale’s last straggler was recorded on 6 Oct; four at Eccleston on the 13th were the 
Chorley region’s rearguard and one at Burnley on the 17th ended the year in the ELOC area, 
but the very tardy family at Glasson Dock on the 25th were the county’s latest House Martins 
in 2004. 
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RICHARD’S PIPIT* Anthus novaeseelandiae 
Rare passage migrant, mostly in autumn 

A large pipit seen near Coal Clough Wind Farm, south-east of Burnley on 1 Dec was identified 
as this species on the following day, when a second bird was also found (AH et al). On 14 Dec 
one bird was relocated and was last seen on the 19th. This is the second year in succession that 
this Siberian wanderer has been recorded in east Lancashire, and only the sixth occasion on 
which two birds have occurred together in the county. 
 
TREE PIPIT Anthus trivialis 
Uncommon and local breeding bird in the north and east; fairly common double 
passage migrant 

The first of a very thin spring passage was at Thatto Heath Dam, St. Helens on 1 April 
followed by singles at Lee Green Reservoir and Darwen in east Lancashire on the 8th. Coastal 
movements were exceptionally light and concentrated in the last week of April; there was a 
total of five birds at Heysham between 9 April and 2 May and eight passed over Rossall Point 
between 23 April and 1 May. Only two were recorded at SNR, both on 25 April, and 
Marshside’s only migrant, on 9 May, was the season’s last. 
 A single pair on Warton Crag was the only report of confirmed breeding from any site, 
but birds were present in the nesting season at Roddlesworth Plantations, Stocks Reservoir, 
Grindleton and Beacon Fells in east Lancashire; Heather Lea Woods, Brinscall in the Chorley 
area; and in the north on Birk Bank, Clougha. For the fourth year in a row, however, no Tree 
Pipits were recorded in Rossendale. 
 A very early bird at Downholland Moss Irrigation Lakes on 6 July began an exceedingly 
sparse autumn passage; none was recorded at Heysham, although it was suggested that this may 
be due in part to the inability of the most regular observers there to hear the species’ flight call! 
Numbers were, however, very low everywhere, with the single exception of Fairhaven Marine 
Lake where ten were recorded between 1& 8 Sept, including seven on the 7th. Single birds were 
recorded in August at five coastal or near-coastal locations in the Fylde and south-west and at 
two inland sites; two at Greenhalgh Castle Tarn was the only multiple sighting. Apart from 
those over Fairhaven only five Tree Pipits were reported in September – from Prescot 
Reservoirs (three), SNR and Downholland Moss.  
 
MEADOW PIPIT Anthus pratensis 
Abundant breeding bird, especially in the east, and double passage migrant; scarcer in 
winter. 

The normal pattern of small flocks was reported from coastal and inland locations in both 
winter periods. Up to 30 were at SNR in January and 20 in December; there were 28 at Pilling 
on 15 Jan, 20 at Haslingden Grane, Rossendale and 14 at Altham on the 18th and 20 at 
Sunderland Point on the 25th. Thirty were present at Preesall on 30 Dec. 
Spring movements began in mid-February with 40 at Rowley Tip, east Lancashire on 13 Feb 
and 55 at SNR next day, but there was little significant passage until the middle of March. 
Three hundred and seventy flew north at Rossall Point on 22 March and 320 next day, when 
300 also passed at Marton Mere and 75 flew north in an hour over Rimrose Valley, Crosby; 
Rossall Point recorded another 1000 on 29 March and 969 on the 31st. Migration continued at 
a lower level until mid-April, when a major influx brought 1000 to SNR and 450 to Marshside 
on the 12th and 3632 moved over Rossall on the following day. Movements had effectively 
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ended by the last week of April; Heysham had a very light spring overall with only 230 recorded 
between 17 March and 25 April. 
 Breeding reports were fairly scanty this year. High numbers in Rossendale were 
exemplified by 70 territorial birds in a 1km BBS square at Alden and 20 in a similar plot at 
Musbury in June, but the species’ very different fortunes over much of lowland Lancashire are 
illustrated by the total absence of breeding activity at MMWWT. Five pairs bred at Cross of 
Greet, breeding was recorded on Glasson Marsh and Lytham Moss and at least seven pairs 
nested at Heysham. 
 Two hundred birds in fields above Yarrow Reservoir on 19 July was the first, quite early, 
autumn gathering; the next movements were recorded in mid-August with at least 100 on 
Winter Hill on the 14th and 45 at Marshside on the following day. There were 100 on 
Champion Moor on 20 Aug and 404 moved over Caton Moor on the 31st. As usual, the rest of 
autumn was marked by periodic surges, followed by spells of low-level movement. Four 
hundred passed over Darwen Moor on 2 Sept and 100 flew south at Starr Gate on the 8th; 
peaks in mid-September included 120 at Stocks Reservoir on the 18th and 398 over Caton 
Moor next day. There were 600 at SNR on 29 Sept when 189 per hour moved south over 
Laund Hey, Rossendale. Migration climaxed in early October; a thousand flew south at SNR on 
1 Oct, 712 were over Caton Moor on the 3rd, 285 per hour passed at Laund Hey on the 6th 
and there were 215 at Formby Point on the 9th. Movements dwindled very quickly after mid-
October; 40 over Fairhaven and 32 south at SNR on 1 Nov were the last significant parties 
reported. 
 
WATER PIPIT Anthus spinoletta 
Uncommon winter visitor and scarce passage migrant 

The coasts of the Fylde and north Lancashire normally produce the majority of records of this 
species, so the absence of systematic reports from both these regions makes for a less 
comprehensive account than usual in 2004. 
One was present intermittently at Leighton Moss from 4 Jan to 28 March; this was, presumably, 
one of the two birds recorded in December 2003. Another overwinterer, the ringed individual 
that returned to Cant Clough Reservoir, Burnley in the autumn, remained until 5 March. One 
was seen with Rock Pipits at Stodday on the Lune Estuary on 21 Feb and one was at Hest Bank 
on the 28th. At Warton Bank, Fylde, the county’s most important winter resort for Water 
Pipits, three were present on 25 Jan and a single bird on 9 March with further sightings on the 
10th and 18th, but at least twelve were reported over the high tide on the 19th. Two birds were 
present on 20-21 March and 6 April with the last bird of the spring on the following day. 
The second winter period was the quietest for several years. Two were seen at Leighton Moss 
on 27 Oct and again during 5-9 Dec, and one was present at Aldcliffe Marsh on 13 Nov. The 
Cant Clough bird returned yet again on 31 Oct and was seen on-and-off until at least 15 Dec; 
none was reported from Warton Bank. 
 
ROCK PIPIT Anthus petrosus 
Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant, mainly in autumn 

As usual, the bulk of records in the first winter period came from north Fylde, in particular the 
Wyre Estuary, and the Conder-Lune stretch of Morecambe Bay. An exceptional gathering of 26 
was at Stodday over the high tide on 21 Feb and up to six birds, a few identified as littoralis, 
were present at Aldcliffe Marsh, Heaton and Sunderland Point on various dates between 6 Jan 
and 20 March. Further west on the Wyre up to three birds each were reported at Burglar’s 
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Alley, Hambleton Marsh and Barnaby’s Sands between mid-January and the end of February. 
Elsewhere on the coast singles were recorded at Blackpool North Shore, Marshside and Oglet 
Bay on the Mersey in January and at SNR in late March; inland a bird was at Cant Clough 
Reservoir, Burnley in late January and mid-February and Brockholes Quarry reported its first 
identifiable littoralis on 14-17 March. Singles at Stocks Reservoir on 1 April and Morecambe 
Stone Jetty during 4-7th were the last of spring. 
 One at Brownside, Burnley on 21 July was the earliest autumn bird so far recorded in 
the county, by nearly a month; the next reported were singles at Heysham on 17 Sept, 
Fairhaven Marine Lake and the River Calder at Altham on 2 Oct and Brockholes Quarry next 
day. The Altham bird remained until 12 Oct and another at Stocks Reservoir on the 29th was 
the only other late-year record inland.  
October totals were low everywhere; no site reported more than two birds on any date until 
five arrived at Heysham on the 27th. The main influx in the stronghold area between the Wyre 
and Lune came in mid-November; peak counts included eleven on the Lune Estuary and 15 + 
at Burglar’s Alley on the Wyre on 14 Nov, 14+ at Fleetwood Docks on the 19th and eight at 
Barnaby’s Sands on the 20th. Numbers on the Wyre continued to grow and a total of 32 was 
recorded on 30 Dec, including 18 at Liscoe Farm. Further south a total of 13 passed through 
SNR between 5 Oct and 8 Nov, but one at Marshside on 4 Dec was the only late-year record 
there. 
 
YELLOW WAGTAIL Motacilla flava flavissima 
Uncommon and declining summer visitor; fairly common passage migrant 

2003: A male at Downholland Moss Irrigation Lakes on 23 April has been submitted to BBRC 
as showing the characters of the race lutea, which breeds from the lower Volga eastwards into 
Central Asia (DRW). 
2004: The apparently inexorable decline of this once-familiar species is vividly illustrated by the 
absence of any passage records at Heysham this year and its non-appearance in either the 
Chorley NHS or ROC regions. A typically light spring passage began with a male at Brockholes 
Quarry on 16 April; subsequent highlights included eight at MMWWT on 21 April and four at 
Old Coach Road, St. Helens on the 23rd. Passage had ended by late May, by which time about 
six birds had been recorded in the Fylde, five at SNR, three in total on the Lune at 
Wenningfoot and Hornby, and ones or twos at nine other locations. 
 Although nesting did not take place this year at the regular site on Curlew Lane, 
Rufford, tiny breeding pockets of Yellow Wagtails continue to hang on in various parts of the 
county. Three pairs nested at Oglet, south Liverpool, two at Old Coach Road near Rainford 
and one on Banks Marsh; at east Lancashire’s only known breeding site, by the River Calder, a 
pair raised two broods. In the St. Helens area breeding season presence of several birds at 
Mossborough Hall suggested possible nesting and a similar situation obtained on Downholland 
Moss, where there were many sightings of adults and juveniles in July and August. 
 Early migrants were on the move by the last week of July and passage continued at a 
low level until the beginning of October. Ones or twos were the norm at most sites, but three 
were on Stalmine Moss on 23 Aug and six moved over Caton Moor on the 28th; eight passed 
at Fairhaven Marine Lake in the first ten days of September, there were four on Downholland 
Moss on 1 Sept and three there on the 9th and 12th. Five flew over Southport town centre on 
27 Sept and one over Caton Moor on 2 Oct brought the year to a close. 
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BLUE-HEADED WAGTAIL Motacilla flava flava 
Scarce passage migrant, mainly in spring 

Two spring migrants were recorded, males at Fleetwood Golf Course on 23 April and SNR on 
1 May. 
 
GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea 
Fairly common breeding bird, mainly on upland streams in the east; common passage 
migrant, especially in autumn. Widespread in small numbers in winter. 

The normal pattern of widespread reports of ones and twos in urban and suburban areas along 
the coast was repeated in both winter periods, but plenty of Grey Wagtails remained in the 
uplands, including six on the Altham-Martholme stretch of the River Calder during January-
February and four there at the end of the year. Spring movements were even lighter than usual 
and were largely confined to the month of March; three at Marshside on 9 March and at 
Marton Mere on the 14th, and two north over Rimrose Valley on the 23rd were the only 
multiple sightings reported. 
 There appears to have been no significant change in the species’ breeding situation, with 
nesting reported on all suitable waters in east Lancashire and Rossendale; in the Chorley NHS 
area 13 pairs bred in the Rivington area alone and nesting was confirmed at five other locations. 
Three pairs were located along the Lune between Crook and Skerton Weir. On the western 
fringes of the breeding range confirmed or probable nesting was reported in Lancaster, on the 
River Wyre at Scorton, at Myerscough Quarry, on the Brock, at Cottam, in Haslam Park, 
Preston, near MSW, at Prescot Reservoirs, near SNR and in central Liverpool at the terminus 
of the Leeds & Liverpool Canal. 
 Post-breeding dispersal was widespread by mid-July, but numbers involved remained 
small until early September. Fairhaven Marine Lake dominated the autumn passage scene with 
peaks of 53 flyovers on 1 Sept, 41 on the 2nd, 48 on the 6th and 27 next day. There were 
widespread movements elsewhere during the same period with eleven at SNR and five each at 
Formby Point and Marshside on 5 Sept, 17 at SNR on the 6th and eleven there on the 10th. A 
second, lesser wave of migration in early October saw at least seven move over Fairhaven on 8 
Oct and seven over Rossall Point on the following day; three were at MSW on the 10th. 
Movements dwindled rapidly after that, although there were late counts of seven at SNR and 
four at Brockholes Quarry on 30 Oct, when Marshside also recorded its last bird of the year. 
Heysham recorded a total of only 39 during the autumn, less than half of the average; this was 
attributed in part to observers being preoccupied by an excellent seabird passage during 
September. 
 
PIED WAGTAIL Motacilla alba yarrellii 
Common and widespread breeding bird and winter visitor; abundant double passage 
migrant 

Up to 250 roosting at Blackpool’s Victoria Hospital, 120 at Colne Sewage Works and 100 in 
Blackburn town centre in January were the only three-figure roosts reported. Spring passage 
began late, in mid-March, and was largely over by mid-April; numbers were low everywhere 
with 71 at Ewood Bridge Sewage Works, Rossendale on 16 March, 80 at MSW on 4 April and 
60 at Whittington in the Lune Valley on the 14th the highest counts recorded. 
 This species’ breeding situation is normally massively under-reported; this year, four 
monitored pairs in the Pilling-Preesall area fledged 13 young from 20 eggs, four pairs at 
Belmont Reservoir was a decline from seven in 1999, and one or two pairs nested in the docks 
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adjacent to SNR and in Marshside Sand Plant. A single breeding pair on Skelmersdale White 
Moss was the first recorded there. 
 Autumn movements extended from late July to the end of October. Some substantial 
roosts built up at times, including at least 235, but possibly as many as 600, in Lancaster on 7 
Sept and 250 at Victoria Hospital on 6 Oct; a regular roost of up to 300 at Heysham Power 
Station complicated the recording of early morning flyover migrants. About a hundred roosted 
at Charter Walk, Burnley during the autumn; a hundred passed at SNR on 9 Aug and 35 at 
Clowbridge Reservoir on the 28th was Rossendale’s peak autumn count. Thirty over Fairhaven 
Marine Lake on 19 Sept and 44 there on the 29th were among that month’s largest movements; 
a reserve record of 450 birds passed over MSW on 10 Oct and there were totals of 53 and 46 at 
Eagland Hill, Pilling on 3 & 20 Oct, respectively. 
 Late year gatherings were uniformly small, the largest reported being a roost of 60 at 
Blackpool Road, Preston in November-December and 50 at Old Coach Road, St Helens on 27 
Dec. 
 
WHITE WAGTAIL Motacilla alba alba 
Spring passage migrant in variable numbers, mainly coastal; much scarcer in autumn 

Although the great majority of our migrants are recorded on the Sefton coast and Ribble 
Estuary, and to a lesser extent on the shores of Morecambe Bay, a growing proportion of 
reports in recent years has come from inland areas, including some upland sites. This was a very 
typical year; three at Marton Mere on 13 March were the first arrivals followed by birds at eight 
other coastal sites before the end of the month, including 15 over Rossall Point on the 23rd. 
April movements were, as usual, dominated by SNR which reported a better than average 
passage: 40 were present on 13 April, 70 on the 15th and over a hundred a day during the 17-
20th. Noteworthy counts were also recorded at Rossall Point with peaks of 74 on 2 April, 25 
on the 13th and 23 on the 25th, and MMWWT, where a reserve record total of 50 was present 
on 21 April. There were 20 at Cockersands on 15 April and ten at Old Coach Road, St. Helens 
on the 23rd. 
 Inland records included one to three daily at Stocks Reservoir between 10 April and the 
end of the month and four at Wenningfoot on the Lune on 21 April. A few birds were still on 
the move in early May, including two at Clowbridge Reservoir on 2 May and eight at Stocks on 
the 4th and at Starr Gate next day; one at Marshside on 9 May was the last spring migrant 
recorded. 
 A light autumn passage began with two at Samlesbury Airfield on 6 Aug, but there were 
no further records until 2 Sept when four were at SNR. All subsequent migrants were found in 
the coastal west with a peak of six at Crosby Marine Park on 18 Sept; two at Pine Lake on the 
25th were the last of the year. 
 
WAXWING Bombycilla garrulus 
Uncommon, irregular winter visitor 

After a relatively small influx in late 2003 only a few were reported in the first winter period. 
Two were in Darwen on 2 Jan and there were three in Skelmersdale mid-month; three to six 
were present in Burnley between 24 Jan and 1 Feb and seven were at Wray in the Lune Valley 
on 28 Jan. Up to four birds in the Netherton-Litherland area of north Liverpool during 14-16 
Feb were the latest reported. 
 The best Waxwing winter since 1946-47 began with single birds over Heysham NR on 
29 Oct and at Rossall Point and Worsthorne, east Lancashire on the 31st. East Lancashire 
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hosted the lion’s share of the subsequent invasion with birds recorded at 50 localities in the 
ELOC region; the main concentrations were in Burnley, Clitheroe and nearby Barrow, 
Blackburn and Nelson. Eight counts of over a hundred birds were reported and 250 at Burnley 
Fire Station on 8 Dec was the largest flock recorded; a bird among 236 there on 10 Dec had 
been colour-ringed in Aberdeenshire during the autumn. 
 In north Lancashire smaller flocks were present in Lancaster, Morecambe, the 
Carnforth-Warton area and Caton in the Lune Valley, peaking at 17 at Warton on 4 Dec, 40 at 
Caton on the 19th and 25+ in Morecambe on the 21st. In Rossendale up to 20 were present in 
Rawtenstall on 28-29 Dec. 
A substantial influx in the Chorley area began with eight at Eccleston on 19 Nov, but the main 
flock gathered around Chorley Bus Station where up to 70 were present in late December. At 
around the same time fifty or more frequented the Falkland Street area of Preston. 
 As is the norm with Waxwing incursions, the more recent ones at any rate, only 
scattered groups and individuals reached the south-west or the Fylde. Twenty-five were at 
Liverpool Hope University on 20 Nov, there were up to six in Speke on 19 Dec and two or 
three in Longton on the 28th. In the Fylde there was a single bird at Forton on 2 Dec. 
 
DIPPER Cinclus cinclus 
Uncommon breeder, mainly in the east 

As usual, Dippers were reported from rivers and streams throughout east Lancashire, with 
breeding records from the Dunsop and Langden Valleys, Lowerhouse Lodges, Sabden Brook, 
the Trough of Bowland, and from Doeford, Burholme and Easington Bridges as well as 
Whitewell on the Hodder. In Rossendale the species was widely recorded on the Rivers Irwell, 
Limy, Whitewell and their tributaries, with breeding confirmed at Irwell Vale and Stacksteads; 
both the ROC and ELOC reports noted autumn or early winter singing at several localities. 
 In the north, two pairs bred on the Lune between Crook and Skerton Weir and one pair 
on the Wyre at Scorton; Chorley NHS reported nesting at Cuerden Valley Park, White Coppice 
and Birkacre, with birds on territory from 11 Jan. On the western edge of the Fylde a pair 
nested on the River Brock near the A6 crossing; the only record from the south-west was of a 
single bird at Sankey Valley, St Helens during 7-9 Dec. 
 
WREN Troglodytes troglodytes 
Abundant breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor 

Spring peaks of 16 on 12 April and 19 on the 17th at Marton Mere presumably included some 
passage birds; a few migrants were recorded at Heysham NR during the month. 
 Wrens were described as ‘ubiquitous residents’ in Rossendale, with up to ten pairs in a 
LCFS survey tetrad at Haslingden Grane; the species was greatly under-recorded in the ELOC 
region but five pairs bred at Lomeshaye Marsh, as in 2002-03. Six monitored pairs in the 
Pilling-Preesall area laid 30 eggs and fledged 18 young; there were 18 pairs on Freshfield Dune 
Heath, ten on Warton Crag and a single pair on the saltmarsh at SNR, an unusual breeding 
record there. About eight pairs held territory on Skelmersdale White Moss and the maximum 
count of singing males at MSW was 37 on 23 May. 
 A fairly well-marked though brief coastal passage was widely recorded in early-to-mid 
October; there were 20+ at Marshside on 9 Oct, 18 there on the 14th and a season’s peak of six 
at SNR next day, while fourteen were trapped at Heysham NR between 11 & 17 Oct. Twenty 
were recorded at Marshside on 5 Dec in an unexpected influx during prevailing mild weather. 
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DUNNOCK Prunella modularis 
Abundant breeding resident and uncommon double passage migrant 

Observers in St. Helens appear to have ignored this species in 2004 and it was heavily under-
recorded in most other regions. In the Chorley area Dunnocks were recorded in 23 out of 24 
gardens taking part in the winter Garden Bird Survey. A few unringed birds trapped at 
Heysham NR in late March and April may have been migrants, either local or longer-distance; a 
spring peak of eleven at Marton Mere on 17 April presumably included some passage birds. 
 About twelve pairs nested on British Energy property at Heysham but productivity, as 
indicated by trapped juveniles, continued to decline. Three monitored pairs at Pilling-Preesall 
fledged eight young from 14 eggs laid; twenty territories were located at MSW on 30 March and 
62 birds were caught by the ringers there during the year. Elsewhere, 15 pairs bred on 
Freshfield Dune Heath, seven pairs on Warton Crag, five on Skelmersdale White Moss and 
four at Lomeshaye Marsh, Nelson as in 2002-03. Two pairs at SNR each raised two or three 
broods. 
 The year’s peak count of ten at SNR on 19 Aug may have included some early movers; 
there were eight on Skelmersdale White Moss on 24 Sept. At Heysham NR there was very little 
evidence of September passage but seven unringed birds trapped in October are presumed to 
have been migrants. 
 
ROBIN Erithacus rubecula 
Abundant breeding resident, autumn passage migrant and winter visitor 

Sixteen at Marton Mere on 27 Feb was the highest count during the first winter period; eight 
were present in the Sankey Valley, St. Helens and at SNR in January. Eleven unringed birds 
trapped at Heysham NR between mid-March and mid-May provided the only evidence of 
possible spring passage. 
 A pair was on territory at Waterfoot, Rossendale from 25 Jan and there were six pairs in 
LCFS survey tetrad at Haslingden Grane. Four monitored pairs in the Pilling-Preesall area laid 
18 eggs and fledged six young; 23 territories were located at MSW on 16 May and ringers 
caught 78 birds there during the year. Twenty pairs nested on Warton Crag, as in 2003, eleven 
pairs bred on Freshfield Dune Heath and eight on Skelmersdale White Moss. 
 Autumn dispersals and passage extended from mid-August to late October; SNR 
recorded its first bird on 12 Aug and there were 15 at Marshside on the 26th. Heysham NR 
reported a poor passage of north British birds in late August and September, but this was 
followed by reasonably good movements of continental Robins, peaking in mid-October; five 
birds were ringed in August, 14 in September and 20 in October. An influx in the south-west in 
late September brought 33 to MSW on the 23rd; next day there were 20+ at SNR and 23 
singing birds along Victoria Road, Formby at dawn. A steady trickle of migrants continued to 
pass at SNR until mid-October; there was an autumn peak of 38 at MSW on 5 Oct, 25 were at 
Marshside on the 3rd & 9th, 35-40 at Sunderland Point on the 13th and 20 at Lee Green 
Reservoir, Burnley next day. Eleven at SNR in December was the highest count reported at 
year end. 
 
BLACK REDSTART Phoenicurus ochruros 
Rare breeding bird, uncommon double passage migrant and winter visitor 

Another good showing by this popular little chat, though heavily biased towards the latter half 
of the year. The only early-year record was a male reported at Crosby Marine Park on 28 Feb; 
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the next was an intriguing record of a female or possibly juvenile bird at Forton on 2 July. 
There was no other hint of possible breeding in 2004. 
 A female at Edgworth, near the Greater Manchester boundary on 12 August was the 
first autumn migrant. The main passage was confined to a remarkable influx in late October 
and early November: one was reported near Silverdale on 30 Oct and a first-winter male arrived 
at SNR on 1 Nov and was seen again next day; probably the same bird was present from 10 
Nov to the end of the year. Also on 1 Nov an adult male was at Heysham North Harbour Wall; 
a female/immature was at Bank End Farm, Cockerham on the 4th and an adult male was 
present in a garden at Squire’s Gate, Blackpool from early November to the year’s end. Finally, 
a bird found at Fleetwood Docks on 4 Dec was seen again on the 19th. 
 
REDSTART Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
Fairly common breeding bird and double passage migrant 

The first Redstarts had reached breeding areas in east Lancashire, at Stocks Reservoir on 10 
April and Darwen Moor on the 13th, before the first coastal migrant appeared at Marton Moss, 
Blackpool on 15 April. For the third year in a row coastal passage was very light, and this year 
was largely confined to the second half of April; five were recorded in the Heysham-
Morecambe area, three at SNR, two each at Fleetwood and Marshside and single birds at 
Knowsley Safari Park and Leighton Moss. 
 Fifteen nest-boxes were occupied on the United Utilities Bowland estate by the west and 
north shores of Stocks Reservoir, where productivity was good, if lower than in 2003, with an 
average clutch size of 5.9 and brood size of 4.7. A total of 71 chicks fledged, of which 64 were 
ringed; four other territories were located in natural sites, giving a total of 19, four up on 2003, 
and the overall population of the estate was estimated at 30-60 pairs. Breeding was reported 
from ten other locations in east Lancashire. In the Chorley NHS area four pairs nested in boxes 
and another in a natural cavity in the Anglezarke-Rivington area; singing males were reported 
from three other localities. Breeding was not confirmed in Rossendale but a male was in song at 
Musbury on 8 May. In north Lancashire three pairs bred in Middle Wood, Roeburndale and 
presence was recorded in the Birk Bank area and at Lower Thrushgill. 
 Early dispersal/passage birds were at Eccleston, Chorley on 9 July and Belmont on the 
14th. Subsequent autumn movements were among the lightest on record; none was seen at 
Heysham NR completing an ‘abysmal’ year there, and single birds at Aldcliffe on 1 Sept and at 
SNR on the 6th were the only coastal migrants reported. Inland, passage birds were recorded at 
Belmont and Marl Pits, Rossendale on 14 Aug and two were at Clowbridge Reservoir on the 
following day; a bird at Moor Isles Clough, near Padiham on 11 Sept was the latest bird 
reported. 
 
WHINCHAT Saxicola rubetra 
Uncommon breeding bird on eastern hills; common double passage migrant 

A male on Darwen Moor on 21 April was the first to arrive, followed by a handful of birds at 
coastal sites from the 24th. Spring movements were alarmingly thin for the second successive 
year; only Marshside remains a (fairly) sure bet for connecting with this sought-after little chat, 
and the total of 15 there between 24 April and 13 May was less than half of the spring average 
during the late 1990s. Elsewhere there was a scattering of migrants on the Fylde, including four 
at Marton Mere between 1 & 16 May; Heysham NR recorded a single bird in April and three in 
the first half of May, and one at SNR on 1 May was the only record there all year. A bird at 
Knowsley Safari Park on 22 May was the last spring migrant reported. 
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 In contrast to the migration picture the breeding situation, in Lancashire at least, does 
not appear to have deteriorated significantly although the available data are far from 
comprehensive. Twenty-two pairs held territory on the United Utilities estate in Bowland, 
above the average since 1999 although survey work in some years was less intensive than in 
2004; at least six pairs successfully fledged young. Elsewhere in east Lancashire pairs bred at 
Coldwell and Shedden Clough. In Rossendale a pair bred at Foxhill and nesting was thought 
likely at Windy Bank; two pairs bred near Belmont, one fledging three juveniles. There were no 
confirmed breeding records from north Lancashire although birds were present in summer at 
several locations. 
 The first dispersing bird was at Withnell Fold, Chorley on 1 July; subsequent 
movements at inland locations included seven at Belmont during August and nine in 
September, with the last on 19 Sept. Peak counts were of six in the Dean Clough-Parsonage 
Reservoirs area on 28 Aug and five at Clowbridge, Rossendale on 3 Sept and at Withnell Fold 
on the 7th; singles at Clowbridge on 4 Oct and at Rishton Reservoir from 27 Sept to 5 Oct 
were the last autumn birds reported.  
Coastal passage was simply pitiful; 2004 was the first blank autumn at SNR since records began 
and both Heysham NR and Marshside also scored zero. The first coastal migrant was at 
Cockersands on 12 Aug and nine more were recorded between 22 Aug and 9 Sept, from 
Heysham Moss to Carr Mill Dam, St Helens; two at Marton Mere on 9 Sept was the only 
multiple sighting. 
 
STONECHAT Saxicola torquata 
Uncommon and local breeding bird; uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor 

Birds were widespread in both coastal and upland areas in the first winter period; although 
most reports were of ones or twos there were seven on Harrisend Fell and three at Lower 
Burgh Meadow, Chorley on 24 Jan, four at Birk Bank and at Marshside earlier in the month, 
and three at MMWWT and in the Trough of Bowland on several dates in January and early 
February. Spring movements on the coast began on schedule in mid-February but numbers 
remained very low until early March. Four at Lytham St. Annes NR on 1 March, three at 
Crosby Marine Park on the 14th, six at Cockerham on the 17th and three at Prescot Reservoirs 
on the 21st were the largest parties reported; passage had effectively ended by the beginning of 
April. 
 The remnant coastal breeding population remained just that in 2004; a pair bred at 
Lytham St Annes NR and fledged three young, and two pairs probably nested in the dunes 
between Blundellsands and Crosby Marine Park; no records were received from the species’ 
traditional breeding area from Blundellsands north to Birkdale.  
Inland, however, it was a very different picture as the growth in the breeding population 
continued apace. Thirty-nine pairs were on territory on the United Utilities Bowland estate, 
with confirmed breeding by 21; nesting was also reported from at least ten other localities in 
east Lancashire, including three or four pairs in a 1km BBS square on Darwen Moor. At least 
five pairs bred in the Grane Valley, Rossendale and pairs were present at eight other sites. In 
the Chorley NHS region breeding was reported from many localities and the population of the 
West Pennine Moors was estimated at 30+ pairs. In north Lancashire there appears to be a 
dense breeding population around Birk Bank, Clougha and Harrisend Fell; at least 31 birds 
were counted across the area on 22 June and there were 27 in the Birk Bank-Clougha area alone 
on 26 Aug. 
 One was at Myerscough Quarry on 7 July and dispersing birds were more widely on the 
move from early August, with the main passage, as usual, from mid-September to mid-
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November. As in 2003 numbers in coastal and lowland regions were low, presumably reflecting 
a continuing trend for birds to remain near upland breeding and natal sites. Six were recorded 
at Prescot Reservoirs between 25 Sept and 2 Nov, five at Brockholes Quarry between 19 Sept 
and 7 Nov and four at SNR between 18 Sept and 20 Nov; four on Pilling Moss on 30 Oct was 
the largest group reported. Inland, over 30 were recorded in the Belmont area during 
September-October and there were 13 at Clowbridge Reservoir, Rossendale on 7 Oct. 
 In the second winter period there was a total of 48 records in the ELOC region but 
other inland areas did not report any significant gatherings. Birds were again widespread at 
traditional coastal wintering-sites, although apart from seven on Birkdale Green Beach on 1 
Dec no more than two were reported from any location. 
 
WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe 
Fairly common though local breeding bird; common double passage migrant 

Single birds at Heysham NR and Rossall Point (the latter, unusually, a female) on 16 March 
began the spring migration; there was a widespread influx on the following day with small 
numbers recorded at six coastal sites from SNR to Carnforth Marsh, as well as at three localities 
in east Lancashire and at Clowbridge Reservoir in Rossendale. Passage was very light for the 
remainder of March and the first half of April, probably due to adverse winds, but a marked 
intensification of movements on 18 April brought a spring peak of 37 to Heysham NR as well 
as 32 around Dean Clough-Parsonage Reservoirs and 20 at Rossall School. There were 40+ on 
Holiday Moss, St. Helens next day, 21 at Nutshaw Quarry, Rossendale on 20 April and 27 on 
Birkdale Green Beach as well as 23 at Marshside on the 24th. SNR recorded an estimated 135 
birds in spring; after 12 April almost all were ‘Greenland’ birds and the last was seen on 24 
May. Passage overall in May was light, although a good total of 23 passed at Belmont; Heysham 
NR recorded 51 bird-days with the last migrant seen on 19 May, and 20 at Nutshaw Quarry on 
4 May with 15 at Carnforth Marsh next day were the highest counts reported. 
 Breeding data were patchy this year. An intensive survey located 16 territories on the 
United Utilities Bowland estate, compared with 27 found by the last census in 2002; it was 
considered that an undoubted decline had taken place, especially in the Langden Valley where a 
total of seven territories in 2002 had fallen to just three in 2004. Elsewhere in east Lancashire 
five pairs bred around Bowland Knotts and nesting was also recorded at Pendle Hill and 
Wycoller. The breeding situation appears to be healthier in Rossendale with birds present at 
most upland locations, quarries and reservoirs; nine territories were located between Plunge and 
Cowpe Moss on 2 June and there were at least 30 birds between Hurdles Quarry and Waugh’s 
Well on 11 July. No breeding information was received from the Chorley NHS area, although a 
juvenile was at Rivington on 29 July, and two pairs at Little Cragg, south of Caton was the only 
instance of successful nesting reported from north Lancashire. 
 The first dispersing Wheatears reached lowland and coastal areas in the first half of July, 
led by one at New Lane, Eagland Hill on 5 July. Autumn passage was rather light on the whole; 
SNR recorded an exceptionally low total of 18 birds from 3 Aug to 15 Oct and there were 15 
bird-days at Heysham in July, 20 in August, 50 in September and 5 in October, with the last on 
9 Oct. Peak counts included eight on Rivington Moor on 7 Aug and at Rossall Point on the 
14th, 15 at Cockersands on 10 Sept and eleven at Rossall Point on the 17th. A bird at Denham 
on 15 Sept was Chorley’s last, and few inland birds were recorded in September; the usual 
scattering of October records included Rossendale’s last at Whitworth on 3 Oct and the latest 
in the ELOC region at Altham on the 18th. Two birds over Caton Moor on 28 Oct and a single 
female at Speke on the 30th closed out the year. 
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RING OUZEL Turdus torquatus 
Scarce and local breeding bird in the hills; uncommon double passage migrant 

A male at Higher Wenshead in east Lancashire on 17 March began the spring arrival and was 
followed by a flurry of records at upland sites during 23-27 March, including five on Darwen 
Moor and singles in the Langden Valley and on Catlow Fell on the 23rd and at Belmont on the 
27th. There were further sightings at both the Langden Valley and Catlow Fell throughout 
April; Rossendale’s first of five spring migrants was at Lee Quarry on 5 April and a series of 
records on Pendle Hill culminated in a count of six there on the 21st. Coastal passage, however, 
was perhaps the worst ever recorded and was entirely confined to the south-west: a bird at 
Clock Face, St. Helens on 14 April was followed by three at Cabin Hill, Formby on the 18th 
and singles at Marshside on the 25th and at Prescot Cricket Club on the 27th; a female at 
Marshside on 3 May ended a dismal showing. 
 No breeding reports were received from either the West Pennine Moors or Rossendale 
this year. On the United Utilities estate in Bowland a monitoring project for this species was 
launched in 2004; 14 occupied territories were located and there were nesting attempts in eight 
of these, with 24 young in all fledged from 75% of the nests. The only specific site reported in 
east Lancashire was on Catlow Fell near Cross of Greet where a male was observed feeding two 
juveniles on 19 June. 
 Autumn movements began quite late for the second successive year with three over 
Darwen Moor on 24 Sept and three more at Belmont on the following day. Two at Whitendale 
on 7 Oct were the last recorded on the UU estate and there were singles at Belmont on 9 Oct, 
on Darwen Moor on the 30th and at White Coppice, Chorley on the 31st. Coastal movements 
were a little more lively than in 2003; one flew north-east with a huge thrush passage at 
Marshside on 9 Oct, there were singles at Fleetwood on 12 & 29 Oct and in Blackpool on the 
14th, and an immature female at Heysham HR on 8 Nov was the latest bird recorded. 
 
BLACKBIRD Turdus merula 
Abundant breeding resident and winter visitor; common double passage migrant, more 
evident in autumn 

Twenty at Old Coach Road, St Helens on 18 Jan and 18 at Marton Mere on the 28th were the 
highest flock counts received for the first winter period, and the only hint of spring passage was 
some 20 grounded at Heysham NR on 17 March. This super-abundant breeder receives little 
attention from the county’s birders.  
Twenty-five monitored pairs in the Pilling-Preesall area laid 94 eggs, hatched 66 and fledged 60 
young; there were 40 singing males at MSW on 21 May, 22 pairs bred on Warton Crag, eight on 
Freshfield Dune Heath and at least three at SNR. Thirty-eight were counted in a 1 km 
BTO/BBS square at Billinge, St Helens on 7 May; about 15 pairs nested on British Energy 
property at Heysham but productivity was extremely poor for the third year in a row. 
 Very little movement was in evidence in August or September; 22 in Fleetwood 
Cemetery on 22 Aug and 26 at MSW on 19 Sept were the highest counts reported. Subsequent 
passage is best described as widespread rather than spectacular; 64 at MSW on 3 Oct was a 
reserve record, and there were 100 at Freehold, Lancaster on the 9th and 50 at Sunderland 
Point on the 13th and at Lee Green near Burnley on the following day. A slight increase in the 
volume of movements at the end of the month brought 120 to Sunnyhurst Hey Reservoir, 
Darwen on 30 Oct and 100 to Heysham NR and 28+ to Marton Mere on the 31st. Small, 
scattered parties were widely recorded in November, including 32 at Tip Lodge, Rossendale on 
the 7th, 49 at Morecambe on the 18th and 30 on Skelmersdale White Moss next day. 
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 Unusually large numbers were reported feeding on the abundant hawthorn berry crop in 
north Lancashire at the end of the year, including 250 in SD66 on 12 Dec. About a hundred 
were in Bispham Technology Park, Fylde on 26 Dec and 34 at nearby Rawcliffe Moss on the 
28th. A male was in full song on the University of Liverpool campus on 29 Dec. 
 
FIELDFARE Turdus pilaris 
Common to abundant winter visitor and passage migrant 

After a quiet end to 2003 numbers were generally low in January and February; only nine flocks 
of a hundred or more were reported, from all parts of the county. Numbers increased slightly in 
March, presumably augmented by migrants returning north and east; there were 500 at Nateby 
in the Fylde on 12 March and 350+ at Stocks Reservoir on the 26th. Ninety-one at Wray in the 
Lune Valley on 1 April and 62 at nearby Tatham on the 4th were that month’s highest counts; 
twelve on Darwen Moor on 1 May and two at Clowbridge, Rossendale on the following day 
were the last birds to depart. 
 Five at Stocks Reservoir and one at Over Kellet, near Carnforth on 30 Sept began an 
eventful autumn and winter. Flocks, some exceptionally large, were widely on the move from 
early October until the end of the year, but three clear peaks in the sequence of events may be 
identified. The first saw up to 4000 move north-east with even larger numbers of Redwings at 
Hesketh Golf Course, Marshside on 9 Oct; on the same morning over a thousand flew east 
over Fluke Hall, Pilling. There were another 1300 at Fluke Hall next day as well as 244 over 
Caton Moor and 200+ south-east over Belmont. A second major influx at the end of October 
included 800 over Wycoller Valley on 27 Oct, 2800 over High Tatham in the Lune Valley on 
the 28th, 208 over Rimrose Valley, Crosby on the 29th and 302 over Caton Moor next day. The 
third main pulse of migration, in early to mid-November, saw 700 over Speke on 7 Nov, 564 
over Rimrose Valley in just 20 minutes and 400 at Cockersands on the 8th, 500+ over Higher 
Hollinbank, Rossendale and 450+ at Freehold, Lancaster on the 9th and 700 at Wray on the 
10th. Smaller mobile flocks were widespread, especially in the north and the Fylde, until the end 
of the month. 
 By December many Fieldfares had apparently settled in to exploit the plentiful hawthorn 
berries in several parts of the county. Two thousand were present in SD66 in north Lancashire 
on 12 Dec and there were 400+ at Larbreck, Fylde on 27 Dec, with 1100 at Cockersands on the 
following day and 300+ at Todderstaffe Hall, Fylde on the 30th. Numbers further east and 
south were much smaller, however, and 85 at Oglet, south Liverpool on the 27th was the 
highest December count in the south-west. 
 
SONG THRUSH Turdus philomelos 
Abundant breeding resident, common winter visitor and passage migrant 

2004 was a very quiet year for this often under-recorded species; eight at Marton Mere on 18 
Feb was the highest early-year count received. Males were in song in Waterfoot, Rossendale 
from 14 Jan and at Fairhaven from the 18th. 
 The ELOC report commented that the species is making a ‘steady recovery’ in east 
Lancashire. Elsewhere, seven monitored pairs in the Pilling-Preesall area laid 26 eggs and 
fledged six of the eleven young hatched; in the Chorley region there were 24 territorial males in 
the Rivington area and six at Cuerden Valley Park. Five or six pairs nested at Heysham NR but 
with very low productivity; there were twelve pairs on Warton Crag, six at MSW and two each 
at Freshfield Dune Heath and Rimrose Valley, Crosby. 
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 Autumn movements by Song Thrushes are seldom as conspicuous as those of other 
thrush species, and this year was no exception. Very little September passage was observed at 
Heysham NR but there were moderate movements of continental migrants in October with 15-
20 on several dates and a peak of 25 on 31 Oct. Elsewhere, a few birds accompanied the 
massive thrush passage on 9 Oct including 25 at Freehold, Lancaster and 15 at Marshside; there 
were twelve at MMWWT on 12 Sept and at MSW on 5 Oct and eleven at Sunderland Point on 
the 12th. There were no reports of significant movements anywhere after the end of October. 
Ten at Old Coach Road, St Helens on 27 Dec was the highest end-of-year count reported; 
males were in full song at Blacko, near Nelson in late November and through December, and at 
several locations in South Liverpool in December. 
 
REDWING Turdus iliacus 
Abundant double passage migrant and winter visitor 

Apart from two very large gatherings, of 800 at Bank End, near Barley on 26 Jan and 1200 at 
Wray on the 28th, the first winter period featured mainly small, highly mobile double-figure 
flocks with 100+ at Rivington Hall Barn on 13 Feb and 110 at Borwick on the 27th the highest 
counts received. Numbers were very low in March and there were only nine reports in April, 
with a flock of 40 at Hesketh Golf Course, Marshside and a bird in off the sea at Starr Gate on 
the 12th the last spring migrants. 
 The first autumn arrival was over Belmont on 21 Sept and there were several more 
reports, all of singles or small parties and all from the south-west, before the end of the month. 
The main influx began on 8 Oct and movements on the 9th were unprecedented and quite 
extraordinary in nature. On that morning two massive streams of Redwings, each over 40000 
strong were recorded simultaneously, one moving north-east over Hesketh Golf Course, 
Marshside and the other eastward over Fluke Hall, Pilling, in both cases in company with 
smaller numbers of other passerine species. Perhaps the most intriguing aspect of the 
movements was the narrowness of the flight-paths; well-watched locations only a few miles on 
either side reported few or no Redwings that day. There were some other notable counts on 9 
Oct: 5000 east over Fleetwood, 3000 over Oakenclough and about a thousand at Stocks 
Reservoir. On the following day only 85 Redwings were recorded at Marshside but massive 
flocks continued to move elsewhere, including another 3600 NNE over Fluke Hall, 1674 in 
two hours over Rimrose Valley, 1000 or more east over central Liverpool, 2200 over Darwen 
Moor and 1081 north over Rossall Point; MSW reported a reserve record count of 450. 
 Further substantial movements were widely recorded during the remainder of the 
autumn; there were 1000+ at Marton Mere on 19 Oct, 2100 at High Tatham on the 21st and 
700 in nearby Roeburndale on 14 Nov. Numbers were generally smaller to the east and south, 
but 274 passed at Rimrose Valley on 29 Oct, 100+ were at Kemple End, Clitheroe on 4 Nov 
and 150 in Roddlesworth Plantations, Darwen on the 29th. Many Redwings remained in the 
county until the end of the year; as for other thrush species, the plentiful hawthorn berry crop 
proved irresistible and large flocks were more widely distributed than in the case of the 
Fieldfare. Four hundred flying SSE over Belmont on 24 Dec, 250 at Newton Hall, Fylde on the 
26th, 420 at Haydock on the 27th and 350+ at the Garden Festival site in Liverpool on the 31st 
were the highest counts reported. 
 
MISTLE THRUSH Turdus viscivorus 
Common breeding resident; some autumn passage/dispersal 

Twenty-five at Whitewell on the Hodder on 10 Jan and 13 at MSW on 13 March were the 
largest gatherings reported during the first winter period. 
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 Breeding data were very sparse; males were in song in Rossendale from the first week of 
January and breeding by one or two pairs was recorded at Heysham Power Station, MSW, 
Marshside, Cuerden Valley Park and Warton Crag. 
 Many Mistle Thrushes begin to gather in small dispersing flocks soon after fledging, but 
a party of 30 at Old Coach Road, St Helens on 25 May was unusually early even for this 
species. Counts in June-July included 19 on Sheephouse Lane, Rivington on 22 June, 15 on 
Skelmersdale White Moss on 28 July and 23 in Sefton Park, south Liverpool on the 31st. 
Twenty-nine roosting at Out Rawcliffe on 17 Aug was that month’s largest assembly. Autumn 
movements were, as usual, protracted; several flocks of 10-20 were reported in east Lancashire 
between 24 Sept and 11 Nov and other inland flocks included 20 at Higher Hollinbank, 
Rossendale on 14 Sept, 21 at Rivington on the 16th and seven over Caton Moor on the 26th. 
On the coast there were 18 at Fluke Hall, Pilling on 9 Oct, ten passed over Fairhaven Marine 
Lake on 15 Oct and twelve on the 24th, and there were 14 at Heysham NR on the 29th. Birds 
were still on the move in November, including twelve on Kirkby Moss on 2 Nov and 15 east at 
Abbeystead on the 19th. In the north small flocks remained widespread until the end of the 
year, joining other thrushes at the hawthorn berry feast; the highest count reported was of 60-
70 along 6 km of the Lune upstream from Crook on 12 Dec. 
 Mistle Thrushes appear to be commencing territorial singing earlier in winter than 
heretofore, according to several regional reports and local observers; in 2004 males were in 
song by late November in both ELOC and ROC areas, and similar behaviour was reported in 
south Liverpool and Preston during December. 
 
GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locustella naevia 
Uncommon breeding bird and fairly common passage migrant. Scarce on autumn 
passage. 

The first birds of the year were singles near Garstang on 14 April, Freshfield Dune Heath and 
SNR on the 15th and then at Ainsdale NNR and Heysham the following day. These dates were 
similar to 2003 and fairly typical but the extent of the spring passage was rather poor. Singing 
males were reported from twelve sites in the Fylde from 22 April with a peak of five reeling at 
Marton Mere on the 24th. In the last week of April up to seven were reeling in the Hightown 
dunes, several remaining all summer. Singles were also recorded at Marshside, Birkdale and 
Myerscough. There were a few scattered records of singing males through May, June and July 
from Rimrose Valley, Halewood and Childwall, and, between 24 & 27 April, singing males at 
Black Moss Reservoir, Marl Hill (near Cow Ark) and Twiston Moor – all suitable sites where 
birds may have stayed to breed. Three were reeling at Lower Burgh Meadow, Birkacre on 3 
May, and one was reeling for several days near White Coppice also in May. 
 Confirmed breeding reports came from Belmont where there were five reeling males 
and two young were seen on 13 July. Elsewhere in the east, birds were recorded reeling on 
Darwen Moor up until 26 July and Lowerhouse Lodges to the 30th. At least two birds were 
reeling at Clowbridge Reservoir throughout the breeding season but none was recorded in the 
Stocks Reservoir area.  
 On 20 June, an adult and two young were seen near the Grizedale Hide at Leighton 
Moss; Single birds were recorded from three locations across the reserve throughout July. 
 Autumn records were typically few and far between. One at Conder Green on 3 Aug, 
one at Clowbridge on the 4th, one at Marton Mere on 9 Sept and a first-winter trapped at 
Heysham on the 29th. 
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SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
Common breeding bird in the west and double passage migrant. 

After last year’s very early passage, the first arrivals were slightly later than usual with many site 
‘firsts’ recorded around 23 April. The only birds earlier than this were recorded at Leighton 
Moss on the 13th, Jameson Road, Fleetwood on the 17th and Marton Mere on the 19th. Spring 
passage was again rather quiet with a peak of eight at Marshside on 11 May. Eight birds were 
singing on Altcar Rifle Ranges, Hightown on 21 May and over 20 were recorded at Rimrose 
Valley on the 9th. Six males were singing at Downholland Moss irrigation lakes. The peak 
count at Marton Mere was of 27 on 9 May. 
 Breeding numbers were similar to last year, including eleven pairs around Marshside, 36 
pairs at MMWWT and 4-5 pairs at Heysham. One, possibly two, pairs bred on the saltmarsh at 
SNR and a pair raised three young from a small patch of reeds in the centre of Morecambe. In 
the east of the county, where Sedge Warblers are rather scarce, breeding records came from 
Grove Lane Marsh (3 pairs), Lomeshaye Marsh (2 pairs), Whitebirk Marsh (3 pairs) and Wood 
End Sewage Works (2 pairs). A single pair bred at Belmont Reservoir for the first time ever and 
a pair probably bred at Holden Wood Reservoir. As usual, there were reports of singling males 
in suitable breeding habitat from many areas of the coastal plain. For example, birds were noted 
at over 20 sites on the Fylde and five sites in the south Liverpool area during May and June. 
 At Heysham there was a flurry of post-breeding records from mid- to late July, whilst at 
SNR and Brockholes birds passed through in mid-August. Twelve were recorded on Rawcliffe 
Moss on 28 Aug. The last were at Marton Mere on 9 Sept, SNR on the 10th and singles at 
Downholland Moss and Grove Lane Marsh, Padiham on the 11th. 
 One bird ringed at Heysham on 7 July was controlled in the Netherlands on 15 Aug – 
there is only one previous record of such a distant easterly movement of a Sedge Warbler 
ringed in the area. 
 
REED WARBLER Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
Fairly common breeder in suitable habitat in the west, most numerous at Leighton 
Moss and Marton Mere. Uncommon passage migrant elsewhere. 

The first records of the year came, as usual, from Marton Mere on 20 April and Leighton Moss 
on the 22nd, with records from several other sites in the subsequent days. Passage was rather 
light. 
 In the south-west, six pairs bred at the northern end of the Rimrose Valley, recovering 
from the destruction of their breeding habitat in 2003. Numbers were slightly down at MSW 
(twelve pairs) but at Marshside there was a record six pairs breeding and breeding pairs 
increased to 18 at MMWWT in the maturing reed-beds. Two pairs bred and fledged young and 
then raised second broods at Downholland Moss irrigation lakes. Two males were singing at 
Brockholes Quarry in late May/early June but there was no evidence of breeding. Other singing 
birds were recorded at Sankey Valley, Prescot Reservoirs, Bretherton, Withnell Fold, Parbold 
and Birkdale. 
 On the Fylde, at least seven pairs bred at Sand Villa pool near Pilling; they laid 42 eggs 
in 11 clutches from which 29 young fledged. A pair fledged at least four young at nearby Lane 
Ends. The peak count of Reed Warblers at Marton Mere was 32 on 10 May; juveniles were in 
evidence from 31 May. No breeding data were received from Leighton Moss. 
 There was a rather unusual re-trap recorded at Heysham – a bird first ringed at the site 
in August 1996 was controlled on 26 May. Where it has been in the intervening years is a 
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matter for conjecture as it hadn’t been re-trapped at Heysham and the breeding population has 
disappeared. 
 Away from the regular breeding sites, post-breeding records came from Balderstone on 
14 Aug and Garston Shore on the 30th. Autumn passage was just as poor as in spring. 
Marshside’s only migrant was recorded on 9 Sept. The last sighting at MSW for the year was a 
single bird on 30 September. 
  
BLACKCAP Sylvia atricapilla 
Abundant breeding bird and common passage migrant; fairly common winter visitor at 
coastal locations. 

Over-wintering birds were reported from four locations in north Lancashire including a regular 
male at the Dome bushes in Morecambe, up to three at Freehold in Lancaster and a pair in 
Forton. Numbers reported from the Sefton coast were down on previous years with a 
maximum of four in the Birkdale dunes on 18 Feb and two males in an Ainsdale garden. In the 
Chorley area, there were records from Cowling, Eccleston and Rivington. Further east, a male 
spent the winter in Mellor and there were also records in Barnoldswick, Burnley, Sunnyhurst 
Woods and Blackburn. 
 The first probable migrant of the year, at SNR on 27 March, was followed by records at 
several sites on 1-4 April. Oddly enough, the pair at the Dome bushes in Morecambe left after 
the 2nd. Passage at Heysham and Marshside was very light. 

Blackcap, Warton Crag BBS square

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

1989 1994 1999 2004

N
o.

 o
f P

ai
rs

 

 
 The species was widely recorded from across the county during the breeding season. 
Around south Liverpool birds were recorded wherever suitable habitat exists – territorial males 
were recorded at 29 sites. Seventeen males were singing in Rimrose Valley on 25 April where at 
least ten pairs bred. At White Moss, Skelmersdale, there were seven territorial males, 13 
territories at MSW, four at Marshside and Freshfield Dune Heath and six at Cuerden Valley 
Park. Other survey results showed that the numbers breeding across the county were very 
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similar to 2003 though it is interesting to see how the breeding population of Blackcaps has 
grown over the past twenty years as exemplified by the data from Warton Crag. 
 Autumn movements were again light with odd birds recorded throughout September 
and October with the last probable migrants being recorded in the last week of October. A 
male was in subsong in the Rimrose Valley on 3-11 October. 
 There were no second winter period records from east or central Lancashire and 
numbers in the regular winter haunts in the north of the county were lower than in 2003/04. 
Four were at Birkdale NR on 16 Dec and two males were in a Blundellsands garden from 
November. A male was in a Litherland garden all December. 
 
GARDEN WARBLER Sylvia borin 
Common breeding bird and double passage migrant. 

First arrivals were a few days earlier than normal with singles at Scorton Weir on 17 April and 
Darwen Moor edge on the 21st, and a wider arrival from the 24th (two at Heysham, one at 
Birkacre). There were further singing migrants during May at Catchdale Moss in St Helens, 
Heysham, Marshside, Hightown and Rimrose Valley. 
 Breeding birds were commonest in the Silverdale area – a tetrad survey around Warton 
Crag counted 44 territories. Six males were singing along the White Trail at Stocks Reservoir 
and four were at Bowland Wild Boar Park. Two pairs bred at Great Harwood Golf Course and 
one at Cuerden Valley Park. During late spring, singing males were also recorded in Childwall 
Woods in south Liverpool, Moor Piece, Withnell Fold and Cottam Brickworks, Ingol. 
 Autumn passage was almost non-existent; a male was in subsong at Marton Mere on the 
9 Sept and one was singing at Rimrose Valley on the 15th. The only autumn record in the east 
was at Lee Green Reservoir on 22 Sept. 
 The last birds of the year were at Fluke Hall on 8 Oct and Heysham on the 12th. 
 
BARRED WARBLER Sylvia nisoria 
Vagrant autumn passage migrant. 

A first-winter was present in bushes at the west end of Marton Mere on 24 Oct (MJ, PMcG et 
al). The news was quickly put out and many local birders got good views of the bird as it 
gorged itself on berries until the weather closed in. This was Lancashire’s 17th record, the last 
being in 1999. It has the distinction of being the first to be photographed in the field in 
Lancashire. 
 
LESSER WHITETHROAT Sylvia curruca 
Uncommon breeding bird. Fairly common double passage migrant. 

The first was recorded, not unusually, at Marton Mere on 20 April and then at Carnforth Inner 
Marsh on the 22nd. There were six other records on the Fylde in the last week of April and by 
the 30th five were present at Marton Mere, while at Ingol, near Preston three males were 
singing on 3 May. Records were widespread in the Fylde throughout May and June. 
 In the east of the county, the first of the year was at Lowerhouse Lodges from 26 April 
to 2 May. Further singing males were recorded during May and June from twelve different sites, 
virtually all along the Ribble Valley corridor as far as Rimington. 
 Further north, at least five pairs bred along the cycle track between Freeman’s Wood 
and Railway Crossing Lane, Aldcliffe. Five pairs were present around Warton Crag and four 
pairs were recorded around the Heysham NR area. 
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 In the south-west, two pairs bred at Freshfield Dune Heath but birds were otherwise 
absent save for a single at Speke and a rather interesting record from the centre of St. Helens 
where one was present for two weeks in mid-May. There was a single migrant at SNR on 1 May 
and scattered records from central Lancashire in May and June. 
 Autumn passage was very quiet as with other Sylvia warblers. Birds were still widespread 
up to the third week of August but there were few September records with the last at Marton 
Mere on the 6th and three at Cottam Brickworks, Ingol on the 13th.  
 
WHITETHROAT Sylvia communis 
Common breeder, mostly in the west. Common double passage migrant. 

The first arrival dates were a good week later than the previous year and more in line with the 
expected norm. The first at Marton Mere on 18 April was followed by birds at Prescot 
Reservoirs and Marshside on the 20th. There was a flush of records on the 24th and 25th, 
when Marshside recorded a peak of 18 in a strong spring passage. Singing males were evident in 
many other parts of the county on the 24th – ten in Rimrose Valley, three around Roby Mill 
and five at Brockholes Quarry. The first male back at Cottam Brickworks, Ingol was in song on 
the 24th and seen nest-building the day after. There was another wave of arrivals in early May – 
Marton Mere recorded a peak of 24 on the 2nd and over 30 were in Rimrose Valley on the 5th. 
 It seems that the numbers breeding were up on recent years. Twenty-four pairs bred on 
the 35ha Freshfield Dune Heath and over thirty pairs at the northern end of Rimrose Valley 
alone. Marshside recorded 38 pairs, the highest total there by some margin, Heysham NR had 
twelve pairs and at least four pairs were at Brockholes and Cuerden Valley Park. At least 60 
pairs were recorded at 25 sites in south Liverpool. In the east of the county there was an 
unprecedented three pairs at Lee Green Reservoir and a few scattered pairs elsewhere. 
 Post-breeding groups of juveniles were very much in evidence at SNR and Heysham NR 
in late July but the autumn passage started in earnest at the beginning of August. Twenty-seven 
passed through Belmont between 2 Aug and 5 Sept, SNR recorded 38 bird-days between 31 
July and 11 Sept with a peak of seven on 3 Aug and there were 18 on Rawcliffe Moss on 28 
Aug. The last few stragglers were seen at Speke Hall on 18 Sept, Earnsdale Reservoir on the 
21st, Aldcliffe on the 22nd and Lydiate on the 24th and 30th. 
 
YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER* Phylloscopus inornatus 
Rare autumn passage migrant. 

Birders visiting what was reported to be an Iberian Chiffchaff in Skelmersdale on 26 April were 
somewhat surprised to hear and then see a Yellow-browed Warbler feeding in the canopy of a 
sycamore (TMcK, EJS et al). The bird was present up to the 28th and was Lancashire’s first 
ever spring record. 
 
WOOD WARBLER Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
Uncommon breeder in east and central areas; uncommon passage migrant, mostly in 
spring. 

2004 was a desperately disappointing year for Wood Warblers with no breeding records 
received. All records received have been summarised below. 
 Migrants were recorded at Fluke Hall, Pilling on 23 April (3), Hackensall Hall, Preesall 
(2) and Waddington on the 24th, Sunnyhurst Woods on the 26th and Grey Heights on the 
27th. There were nine other April and early May records from the Fylde, the Stanley 
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Park/Marton Mere area being a particular magnet. A male was singing at Heysham on 1 May 
and one was at Knowsley Safari Park on the 7th. 
 From the regular breeding areas there were just a few records of singing males. After 
many years of breeding pairs including three last year, Moor Piece near Bashall Eaves had just 
one record on 3 May. There were no records from the Roddlesworth area and one each from 
Withnell Plantation and the Rivington area. Two were in Marsden Park, Nelson from 5-13 May, 
and single singing males were recorded at Dunsop Bridge on 6 May, Longridge Fell on the 14th 
and at Darwen Moor Edge on 2 June. There were no records from north Lancashire. 
 
CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita 
Common breeder and passage migrant. Uncommon but increasing in winter. 

Very few were seen in the first winter period: up to two at Marton Mere on several dates in 
January and February and two in central Liverpool on 13 Feb, one of which was singing, and 
singles at Haweswater on 7 Jan, Prescot Reservoirs on 12 Feb and Leighton Moss in February. 
 Migrants started arriving in mid-March with singles at Darwen on the 14th, Brockholes 
on the 16th, Prescot Reservoirs on the 17th and at MSW, MMWWT and Marton Mere on the 
18th. The following two weeks saw the bulk of the passage, the peak at Marshside being six on 
the 30 March, and another large arrival was noted at various sites from 11-15 April.  
 Up to 18 males were in the Rimrose Valley during April and breeding numbers 
elsewhere were generally good, including eight pairs at MSW, eight at Freshfield Dune Heath, 
seven at Cuerden Valley Park and four at Heysham NR and at White Moss, Skelmersdale, and 
47 territories in south Liverpool. 
 Autumn passage was rather light at Marshside and Heysham, though at the latter site 
there was a small influx in October, notably twelve trapped between the 11th and 17th, several 
of which showed characteristics of the Scandinavian subspecies abietinus. Other possible 
Scandinavian birds were noted at Rimrose Valley through October and up to 5 Nov, and at 
MSW on 20 Nov. There were the several records of singing birds in September and October. 
Other late autumn/winter records included singles at Brockholes on 30 Oct, SNR on 3-4 Nov, 
Morecambe on the 17th and MMWWT on the 20th. December records were very few with two 
in the Rimrose Valley on the 5th and singles at Marshside on the 4th & 12th. 
 A bird that was considered to be a possible Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus because 
of its unusual song, was present in Skelmersdale from 19 April to 15 May but a sonogram 
analysis proved inconclusive (see separate article). 
 
WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochilus 
Abundant breeding bird and double passage migrant. 

The decline of a most familiar summer visitor seems to continue. At Heysham, this species 
seems to have virtually disappeared as a spring passage migrant. Only at Marshside was there 
any decent movement recorded with peaks of 28 on 12 April and 20 on the 24th. 
 The first arrivals were nowhere as early as 2003, the only March record being at Stanley 
Park, Blackpool on the 30th. Following one at Rivington on 1 April, there was a widespread 
arrival on the 2nd to the 5th with birds reported from all over the county and, by the 23rd, 
larger numbers appeared at several sites. 
 Breeding numbers in the south-west just about held their own with three pairs at 
Hesketh Golf Course, 22 pairs on Freshfield Dune Heath and sixteen territories in south 
Liverpool where the species continues to decline, probably through loss of habitat. The graph 
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of singing males at MSW over the past ten years shows how numbers have fallen at that site 
from the mid-thirties to only seven. 
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 Only two territories were occupied at White Moss, Skelmersdale and eight in Cuerden 
Valley Park. Farther inland, there were five pairs around Belmont Reservoir and seven around 
Delph Reservoir, whilst numbers of singing males in the upland areas of the east of the county 
seemed to be remaining constant, especially around Stocks Reservoir. In the Chorley area there 
are still good numbers around White Coppice, but it is noticeable that at places such as 
Withnell Fold nature reserve, Chiffchaff seem to be replacing Willow Warbler. 
 Autumn passage was more pronounced with peaks noted at SNR, Heysham and 
Marshside during 12-14 Aug. A grey and white acredula-type with a pronounced supercilium was 
present at Stocks Reservoir on 21 Aug. There were regular passage records up to early 
September, including around 30 in with a large mixed tit flock at Stocks Reservoir on the 4th 
and a singing bird at Rimrose Valley 5 Sept. The last of the year were at SNR on 19 Sept and 
twelve at Lee Green Reservoir on the 22nd (two remaining to the 24th). Finally, a late single 
was seen at Clowbridge Reservoir on 17 Oct. 
 
GOLDCREST Regulus regulus 
Fairly common breeding bird, especially in the east. Common double passage migrant 
and winter visitor in variable numbers. 

Goldcrests continue to be reported widely in ones and twos throughout the year and from all 
corners of the county. There were a few reports of parties of up to six from Liverpool and east 
Lancashire but the largest was 15 in one Holly bush on Darwen Moor edge on 12 March. 
 Breeding records were poorly documented. There were four pairs at Cuerden Valley 
Park and breeding took place at least 13 sites in south Liverpool. At least two pairs bred at 
MSW and the on-going survey of tetrads in Lancashire indicated an average of four pairs per 
surveyed tetrad in the east of the county. 
 As usual, there was an increase in records in the passage periods, especially during the 
autumn but it was hardly spectacular in comparison to the large east coast falls of the autumn. 
Spring passage at Marshside peaked on 1 April with seven and Heysham trapped 38 between 29 
March and 4 April. 
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 Autumn passage records were rather sporadic with some large flocks noted at several 
sites but on disparate dates. September peaks included 30 at Earnsdale Reservoir on the 16th, 
over 27 at Fluke Hall, Pilling on the 24th and twelve at Watson Road, Blackpool on the 29th. 
October is, however, the month for Goldcrests and most sites had a reasonable passage with 
peaks of 25 at Moor Piece on the 6th, 14 at Marshside on the 14th, eleven at MSW on the 15th 
and approximately 50 at Earnsdale Reservoir on the 26th. Numbers at Heysham peaked 
between 11th and 17th with 64 trapped during that week. 
 
FIRECREST Regulus ignicapilla 
Uncommon passage migrant, scarce in winter. 

Just two autumn records were received this year: singles in a Blackpool garden on 3 Oct and 
one at Clock Face Colliery Country Park, St. Helens on the 30th. 
 
SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata 
Fairly common breeding bird and double passage migrant. 

It is pleasing to note that a good number of records was received for this species in the east of 
the county but it remains an extremely scarce bird elsewhere. 
 The first bird of spring was in Lancaster on 29 April but another week passed until any 
more appeared – at Sunnyhurst Woods, Darwen on 5 May, Marton Mere on the 8th and 
Stubbins on the 9th. Very few migrants were seen at coastal sites and there were no records 
from the Liverpool area. 
 The east of the county is the best place for Spotted Flycatchers and birds were noted at 
at least nine sites. Six pairs were counted in the tetrad around Bolton-by-Bowland and three 
pairs occupied nest boxes in the Stocks Reservoir area. Several of these pairs were closely 
monitored and most were successful. Only two breeding records were received from the Fylde: 
the regular pair in a Kirkham garden returned on 17 May – the first brood died just before 
fledging but a second brood was successful – and a pair successfully fledged three young in 
Pilling. There were three successful pairs in the Rivington/Anglezarke area. Odd birds were 
recorded during June and July in Rossendale, but no confirmed breeding reports were received. 
 Autumn passage was again rather quiet although a few family parties were seen during 
August including one of 8 birds at Hoghton Bottoms on the 2nd. There were scattered singles 
at ten sites during early September and eight at Prescot Reservoirs on the 15th. The last were 
seen at Anglezarke on the 17th and Sunnyhurst Woods on the 26th. 
 
PIED FLYCATCHER Ficedula hypoleuca 
Uncommon breeding bird and passage migrant. 

The first on 18 April at Lead Mines Clough, Rivington were followed by singles on the 22nd at 
Anglezarke and Leighton Moss. Two males were singing at Boggy Wood, Waddington on the 
24th and New Laithe Farm, Newton-in-Bowland on the 25th. 
 Pied Flycatchers have made great use of the increasing number of nest-boxes put up for 
them. On the United Utilities estate, 17 boxes were occupied in woods on the northern and 
western sides of Stocks Reservoir. Productivity was good but not as good as 2003 with an 
average clutch of 6.6 eggs and brood of 5.3. Eighty-six out of ninety fledglings were ringed. An 
excellent total of ten pairs bred successfully in nest-boxes at Moor Piece and nine boxes were 
occupied at Bowland Wild Boar Park. Four nest-boxes were occupied in the 
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Rivington/Anglezarke area with birds singing at two other sites. A pair was feeding young at a 
site where Great Tits had been displaced at Anglezarke on 25 June. 

 
 
 Records were received of May and June birds at up to eighteen other sites where 
breeding habitat was suitable. Away from these, a male was singing at MSW on 18 May. 
 Autumn records were typically thin on the ground in the east of the county once birds 
had fledged. September records were of singles at Stanley Park, Blackpool on the 2nd, 
Heysham on the 10th and Prescot Reservoirs on the 15th. 
 
BEARDED TIT Panurus biarmicus 
Resident at Leighton Moss. Autumn and winter dispersal to Marton Mere, Blackpool. 
Rare elsewhere. 

The breeding population at Leighton Moss increased from 18 pairs last year to an estimated 25 
pairs this year. Nineteen nests were built in the nest-boxes and a total of 17 adult males and 20 
adult females were recorded. This was the second year of the study that females have exceeded 
males. 
 A total of 75 free-flying young (38 males and 37 females) were caught this year, 
compared with only 55 last year. Thirty-one were ringed as nestlings in the nest boxes of which 
26 (84%) were caught as free-flying juveniles. Ringing effort was similar to previous years, 
except for low effort in October. 
 Survival of the young from 2002 was at least 34% while adult survival over the same 
period was 54%. This marks a return to normal survival rates after the crash in the population 
during the winter of 2000/2001. 
 There were no records away from Leighton Moss. 
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LONG-TAILED TIT Aegithalos caudatus 
Common breeding resident. Some irruptive movement in autumn. 

This species remains very common across Lancashire and is recorded virtually everywhere in 
the county all year round. It is quite often seen in parties of up to 15 or more, especially during 
the autumn but also regularly during the winter months. Larger flocks were not confined to any 
one particular area and some examples were as follows.  
 At Rimrose Valley there were 22 on 30 Jan and 34 on 14 Aug and at nearby SNR, where 
the species has been distinctly scarce until very recently, there were up to 25 from October to 
December. Marshside had 30 on 4 Sept and 45 on 3 Oct, with many remaining to the end of 
the month. At MSW there was a count of 62 birds on 30 September and 60 on 18 December, 
while at White Moss, Skelmersdale the peak counts were of 50 on 3 Aug and 60 on 15 Oct. 
There were 34 at Belmont on 9 Oct and a flock of 25 at Herons Reach Golf Course on the 
30th. 
 Breeding records were received from many areas and were in line with recent years. One 
rather unusual nest was located at Belmont Reservoir in April, entwined in a chicken-wire fence 
rather than in vegetation. 
 Apart from the large flocks noted above, autumn passage was quite good at many sites. 
Heysham reported a good year for irruptive flocks though many managed to avoid the mist-
nets. Increasing numbers were recorded using garden feeders, especially peanuts. 
 
MARSH TIT Parus palustris 
Uncommon breeder, virtually absent south of the Ribble and in the Fylde.  

 
Again, this species is under-recorded in the north of the county where it is still commonly 
encountered, especially in the Silverdale area. Three were on feeders at Leighton Moss on 30 
Sept and breeding numbers in a tetrad covering Warton Crag were down to 14. One was seen 
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regularly at Heysham Moss in the first half of the year with two were there in June. No 
information was received from elsewhere in the Lancaster area and considering the decline in 
neighbouring Bowland, it is important that this species is reported more adequately.  
 Bowland produced very few records: singles at Whitewell on 10-11 Feb, Siddows 
(Clitheroe) on 10 March, Doeford Bridge on 30 April and Langden Valley on 20 June. There 
were no proven breeding records. Late on in the year there was an unexpected party of five 
birds at Doeford Bridge on 17 Dec. 
 One was reported on 26-27 Jan from Withnell Fold where records of this species are 
extremely rare. 
 
WILLOW TIT Parus montanus 
Uncommon breeder in the birch copses of the south-west. Very rare elsewhere. 

There was a further reduction in the number of records received. The only breeding records 
came from White Moss, Skelmersdale where at least one pair successfully hatched young, Carr 
Mill Dam where a pair were feeding young on 13 June and in the Coach Road area of Rainford 
where there were at least three pairs. 
 In the St. Helens area, a pair was present at Mossborough Moss plantation during the 
first winter period and two birds were seen at Sankey Valley. 
 Away from the breeding areas, there were singletons at MMWWT on 24 April, Hic Bibi 
(Chorley) on 18 Oct, Downholland Moss on 6 Sept, Freshfield Dune Heath (a former breeding 
haunt) on 28 Nov and one north of the Ribble along the Lancaster Canal at Ingol on 27 Oct to 
5 Nov. 
 
COAL TIT Parus ater 
Common breeding bird. Some irruptive movements in autumn. 

In comparison to 2003, this year was a rather quiet one for Coal Tits, with no large movements 
of note anywhere. The Stocks Reservoir feeding stations regularly had up to ten birds in the 
early part of the year but numbers dropped off during the summer and didn’t re-materialise in 
the second winter period – a pattern repeated at several sites. 
 At MSW, there were at least six pairs breeding and ringers trapped twelve birds over the 
year. Juveniles in late June at Heysham provided the first evidence of breeding in that area. 
 Autumn passage was an almost total non-event with just six at Marshside on 9 Oct and 
three at SNR on the 13th. 
 A bird was in song at Winkley Hall Woods on 28 Dec. 
 
BLUE TIT Parus caeruleus 
Abundant breeding bird. Marked autumn passage. 

Some good news at last for our resident Blue Tits! Breeding success was much improved this 
year with better weather conditions. Regular nest-box monitoring schemes yielded the 
following information. At Stocks Reservoir, 19 nest-boxes were occupied with an average 
clutch of 8.6 and brood of 7.2. In the Pilling-Preesall area, 62 pairs laid 516 eggs of which 375 
hatched and 327 young fledged (5.3 per pair is an increase over 2003). At MSW it was estimated 
that 49 pairs used nest-boxes. Good local productivity was reported from the Chorley and 
Heysham areas and the first young were noted from 2 June onwards at many sites. An early 
singing bird was heard at Whitworth on 4 Jan. 
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 There seemed to be a rather peculiar split in the records for Blue Tit with breeding 
records from north Lancashire more in line with a poor national picture This was perpetuated 
through the autumn; Heysham had just a trickle of migrants peaking in early to mid-October, 
whereas the numbers at SNR were described as unprecedented – a major irruption beginning 
on 5 Sept and continuing until the 17th consisted of around eleven seen daily and up to 20 per 
day flying south. There was a large early flock of 34 at Formby Station on 28 Aug. Marshside 
had even larger numbers with 45 on 14 Aug, 20 on 3 Sept, 25 on the 4th and then during 
October, 35 on the 7th, 80 on the 9th, then decreasing to 10 on the 14th and 14 on the 30th.  
 
GREAT TIT Parus major 
Abundant breeding bird, less common on autumn passage than Blue Tit. 

Another good year for this species with further population increases noted at regularly 
monitored sites. There were 29 occupied boxes in the woods surrounding Stocks Reservoir 
with an average clutch size of 7.6 and brood of 5.9. In the Pilling-Preesall area 55 pairs laid 442 
eggs of which 339 hatched and 287 young fledged - an average per pair of 8.0 eggs, 6.2 young 
and 5.2 young fledged, an increase in productivity on last year. Numbers at Marshside and 
MSW were the same as 2003 (four and 27 pairs respectively). 
 As with Blue Tit, autumn passage was split with hardly anything at all of note at 
Heysham whilst SNR and Marshside saw very good numbers. At SNR the major movements 
were between 5-17 Sept, peaking with five on the latter date. Marshside had twelve on 14 Sept, 
fifteen on 3 & 7 Oct and eight on the 14th. The maximum count at MSW was 35 on 15 August, 
a significant increase on the last couple of years. 
 Some notable dates for singing males in east Lancashire and Rossendale were as follows: 
2 Jan at Whitworth, 23 Jan at Burnley, 3 Oct at Read, 31 Oct at Padiham and 21 Dec at Wood 
End SW. 
 
NUTHATCH Sitta europea 
Fairly common and increasing breeding resident. 

This species is increasing rapidly in the Rivington/Anglezarke area with at least 21 breeding 
sites noted and good numbers in all suitable woodland in the Chorley area. Birds were present, 
as usual, in woods near Croasdale Farm and Stocks Boardhouse, to the north of Slaidburn. 
Perhaps more significantly, there was an expansion into higher altitude woods, further to the 
north, with one abortive nesting attempt recorded in a nest-box. Elsewhere in east Lancashire, 
single pairs bred at many localities, including two pairs at Sunnyhurst Woods, one pair in a nest-
box at Bank End Wood and seven pairs in nest-boxes at Dutton Manor (Hurst Green) where 
29 chicks were ringed. The species is still struggling to become established in Rossendale – a 
pair was present in Helmshore all summer and single singing birds were recorded at a few other 
locations. 
 Birds were seen regularly at 16 sites in south Liverpool and breeding confirmed at 
several of them. Ones and twos were seen and heard in the St. Helens and Upholland areas 
throughout the year. One was calling along St. Anne’s Path, Formby on 12 May. 
 Further north, birds were seen regularly in various Preston parks and this recent colonist 
to the Aldcliffe area is being noted increasingly throughout the year. 
 An early singing male was noted at Winckley Hall woods, Hurst Green on 28 Dec. 
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TREECREEPER Certhia familiaris 
Fairly common breeding resident. 

This common, sedentary and undemonstrative species was recorded as normal from most 
mature woodlands and parkland across the county. 
 At MSW it was recorded in 31 weeks of the year compared to just 13 last year and at 
least three pairs bred. Family parties were seen at Rivington on 25 May and Stocks Reservoir on 
19 June. 
 
PENDULINE TIT Remiz pendulinus 
Vagrant 

One was seen in reeds either side of Lillian’s Hide at Leighton Moss on 11 November but only 
seen by a very fortunate few (BB, SG). Video-grabs were obtained rather serendipitously – the 
photographer was taking images of a Bittern and the Penduline Tit appeared in the reeds above 
it. The record has been submitted to the BBRC and if accepted, will become the first ever for 
Lancashire. (See separate article). 
 
GREAT GREY SHRIKE Lanius excubitor 
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. 

The two over-wintering birds in east Lancashire remained until April. The one at Stocks 
Reservoir was seen fairly regularly until the 11 April and the other at Wardsley, near Chipping 
was present from 19 Feb until 2 April. 
 Sadly, there were no records in the second winter period, although early 2005 records 
suggest that the Stocks bird may have been in the area. 
 
JAY Garrulus glandarius 
Common resident. Occasional irruptions, some winter dispersal. 

Jays are becoming so regular now that they are starting to be overlooked! They are certainly 
regular across the whole of the county and penetrating into the Fylde, for example, on a more 
regular basis in the breeding season – there were several records for the Pilling area and Cottam 
Brickworks throughout the year. 
 The species still hasn’t colonised some coastal areas such as Heysham and Southport, 
but it seems only a matter of time. At MSW there were at least three breeding pairs. One 
unfortunate opportunist at Cliviger Fishponds was taking bait left on a platform when it was 
predated by a Mink. 
 Although autumn is normally the most productive time for Jays, this year was rather 
quiet and there were very few records of groups of more than seven birds. The only double-
figure counts came from MSW where there were 13 on 23 Sep, 15 on 5 Oct and 21 on the 
17th; these were presumably residents rather than migrants. No significant movements were 
reported. 
 
MAGPIE Pica pica 
Abundant resident 

As last year, the large corvid roosts at Egerton held between 150 and 200 at either end of the 
year and seemed to be undiminished despite the ongoing cull (156 reported killed by Larsen 
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trapping). Other large winter roosts were recorded in and around Liverpool: 113 at Liverpool 
University on 24 Feb, 170 there on 8 Dec and 152 at the northern end of Rimrose Valley on 29 
Nov. Numbers peaked at 66 on 18 Jan in the Formby/Ainsdale pinewoods and at 65 on 22 
Dec at MSW. Most other areas recorded largest roosts of around 30 birds, although there 
seems to be something of a decline in the east of the county. 
 Breeding information from five pairs in the Pilling-Preesall area showed that they laid 27 
eggs from which 10 young fledged. Nine pairs bred around Heysham NR. Three birds were 
seen to kill and eat a Collared Dove at Rishton Reservoir on 2 Oct. 
 
JACKDAW Corvus monedula 
Common breeding resident, some autumn movement. 

The largest first winter period flocks were typically in the low hundreds: 500 were on Reed’s 
Moss and Catchdale Moss in St. Helens in January and February, 300 at Todderstaffe on 2 Jan, 
300 at Clitheroe tip on 6 Feb and 475 at Formby/Ainsdale pinewoods on 18 Jan. However, 
these were overshadowed by a count of over 1000 at Cuerden Valley Park on 7 Feb. 
 Breeding information was rather sparse and it is interesting to note the virtual absence 
of Jackdaws from what seems to be prime breeding habitat around south Liverpool and 
Heysham. In the established colonies there is nothing to suggest anything other than success 
for Jackdaws. In the Pilling-Preesall area, 34 pairs laid 164 eggs from which 103 hatched and 81 
fledged. The colony on Darwen Moor edge is expanding as is one in Coppull. At least two pairs 
used nest-boxes at MSW and others used more natural sites. Post-breeding flocks started to 
build up during the summer with 120 at Brownside, Burnley on 24 June and 175 at Barrowford 
Reservoir on 4 Aug.  
 Despite the renovation at Ilex Mill in Rawtenstall, the main breeding site in Rossendale, 
the species continues to do well. In nearby Waterfoot, a pair regularly visited a peanut feeder 
and were seen to cling to the mesh, behaviour recently recorded for Jay. 
 Autumn movements were most notable during October. At SNR 154 flew east on 9 
Oct, 137 south on the 15th, 76 south on 24th and 42 south on the 30th. Similar movements 
were noted at Rimrose Valley with 81 on the 24th and 106 on the 30th. 600 flew over Marton 
Mere on 6 Nov and 200 at MMWWT on the 10th. 
 Winter roost sites held some impressive numbers. At Rimrose Valley there were 309 as 
early as 15 Sept building up to 467 on 9 Oct and 320 on 29 Nov. The Upper Rivington roost 
held over 300 on 21 Nov. 
 On 24 April, a leucistic bird (appearing all pale-grey) was on Plex Moss. A flock of 22 
birds in Allerton looked as though they were feeding upon Beech mast. 
 
ROOK Corvus frugilegus 
Abundant resident. 

Rookery counts from southern Fylde indicated an increase in active nests; 330 at Queensway, 
102 at Warton Hall, 123 at Watch Wood (2003 Report mistakenly listed this as Hatch Wood), 
140 at Westby Hill, 103 at Bradkirk Hall, 18 at Kirkham Station, 91 at Singleton Park and 22 at 
West End Lane, Warton. During April in Over Wyre there were 29 near Nateby Hall, 19 at 
Parrox Hall, 26 at Knott End Library 3 at St Oswalds Church, Preesall and 63 at Stake Pool, 
Pilling. 
 There were 47 nests in three rookeries in Turton/Edgworth and five at Brownhill, 
Blackburn (where in 1948, when the observer first counted this rookery, the count was 13 
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active nests). Nest building at the Townley Park rookery in Burnley where there were 22 nests, 
was under way on 27 Feb, the earliest ever observed here. 
 Winter peak counts were mostly in the 100-200 region with higher counts of 400 at the 
Upper Rivington roost on 21 Nov and 250 at the Roddlesworth Plantations roost on the 19th 
and 27th. These were totally eclipsed by an unprecedented 1000 birds at Prescot Reservoirs on 
23 Nov, a number that surpassed the previous record count there by 900! Otherwise, winter 
numbers were unremarkable and it was noted that the daily flights over the Mersey from Wirral 
to feeding areas around Liverpool are now greatly reduced compared to previous years. 
 
CARRION CROW Corvus corone 
Abundant breeding bird. Some southward movement in October. 

Numbers in the West Pennine Moor roosts were similar to 2003. The Entwistle Plantations 
roost held fewer than formerly, with a maximum of 150 in January and November, the 
Roddlesworth Plantations roost held a maximum of 300 on 19 Nov and the Upper Rivington 
roost held 300 on the 21st. The Delph Plantations roost (which only formed in 1997) held 
500+ on 6 Jan and 1 Feb and still 450 on 2 March, reducing to 100 by the 25th. The roost had 
reformed by September and grew to 300 on 13 Nov and then to 500 by 12 Dec. Gamekeepers 
in the area reported killing 377 Carrion Crows (by Larsen trapping and shooting) during 2004. 
 Other peak winter counts were 200 at Reed’s Moss on 10 Feb, 200 at Clitheroe Tip on 6 
Feb,150 at Altham on the 29th and 290 at White Moss, Skelmersdale on 21 Dec. The Towneley 
Park roost in Burnley, used since 1993, has been abandoned. 
 Twelve pairs were monitored in the Pilling-Preesall area with 51 eggs laid and 39 young 
fledged. 
 The autumn passage was very poor with peaks at Marshside of 14 on 9 Oct and 33 at 
SNR on the 30th. Numbers built up around Sefton Park in Liverpool during the autumn, 
reaching a maximum of 105 on 25 Oct – the most ever recorded there. 
 Albino/leucistic birds were reported again from the Clitheroe and Altham areas in the 
first part of the year and at Hoghton on 10 Jan. The one at Altham was seen carrying nesting 
material on 10 April. 
  
HOODED CROW Corvus cornix 
Scarce winter visitor; has bred with Carrion Crow. 

One reported initially at Botton Head (near Thrushgill) on 22 April had been in the area for 
“some months”; it was last seen on 6 May. One was present on Aldcliffe Marsh on 24-29 July. 
 
RAVEN Corvus corax 
Scarce breeding bird. 

This species is still being recorded regularly throughout the year from all corners of the county. 
 One pair successfully nested on the United Utilities Bowland estate, and another pair in 
Bowland raised five young. A further two pairs were seen on the United Utilities estate during 
the spring/summer period but there was no evidence of nesting success. Birds were present 
throughout the year in the Belmont area of the West Pennine Moors with a group of six noted 
in May to July – undoubtedly the family party from a nest in a quarry just over the border in 
Bolton. Ravens breed in small numbers in Rossendale and the number of records increased this 
year. Birds were back on their breeding sites by 8 Feb and by 30 March five young were in one 
nest. All the young had fledged the nest by 7 May but remained in the general vicinity. 
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 Two were at the Anglican Cathedral in Liverpool during the autumn and birds were 
regularly recorded in the St. Helens area, most notably at Prescot Reservoirs. There was only 
one sighting of Ravens at the Blowick gasometer in Southport in February and there were no 
signs of breeding in north Liverpool. 
 Larger groups of birds outside the breeding season included up to eight over Champion 
Moor in February and November, five over Black Coppice on 31 Oct, four at Carr Mill Dam 
on 17 March and four at Longridge Fell on 7 Jan. The Penwortham pair raised four young. 
 
STARLING Sturnus vulgaris 
Abundant breeding bird, double passage migrant and winter visitor. 

 
Overall, the situation with Starlings seems to be stable at present with numbers generally the 
same as in 2003 with one major exception. In the first part of the year there were several 
feeding flocks of birds numbering up to 1000 in east Lancashire. At MSW , major roost counts 
were 500+ birds in the reed beds on 12 Feb, 400 on 25 July and 300+ on 19 September. 
 In the second winter period, however, there was a significant influx of birds with some 
large flocks noted late on in the year. At Marton Mere, 38000 entered the roost between 16.00 
and 16.50 on 4 Nov; on the 19th this had decreased to 11000, while 15000 were at Moss House 
Farm and 10000 at a roost in Burnley on 2 Dec and 20000 birds were in one flock on Pilling 
Moss on 12 Dec.. 
 By far the largest numbers were recorded between 11-13 Dec at a roost at School Lane 
Car Park, Gisburn Forest, where it was estimated that 160000 Starlings came in to roost. Birds 
started to gather in the late afternoon, with numerous flocks of 1000-3000 and occasional 
flocks of 5000-10000 flying overhead before dropping into the forest some distance from the 
car park.  
 In the Pilling-Preesall area 35 pairs laid 174 eggs, of which 138 hatched and 135 young 
fledged. Juvenile birds were first seen in many areas of the county from 18-22 May. On 7 June a 
large post-breeding flock of 6000 birds (including many juveniles) was seen near Clowbridge 
Reservoir. 1800 were at Marshside on 18 July. Autumn passage was minimal. 
 
HOUSE SPARROW Passer domesticus 
Abundant but decreasing resident. 

Nest productivity went back down again in the Pilling-Preesall area, where the 23 pairs 
monitored laid 255 eggs in 58 clutches from which only 159 hatched and 150 fledged. (Average 
per clutch = 4.4 eggs, 2.7 hatched and 2.6 young fledged.) Winter feeding in the area continued 
to attract many House Sparrows but numbers were perhaps slightly down on last year. The 
peaks at Birk’s Farm, Eagland Hill occurred in the autumn with 157 on 8 Aug and 130 on the 
26th. During August and September, flocks in the region of 30-70 were seen at several sites in 
lowland areas of the region with peaks of over 150 at Woodplumpton on 28 Aug and over 100 
in a garden in Knotty Ash, Liverpool. 
 In the east of the county, there was an excellent count of 79 leaving a roost in a Russian 
Vine in Great Harwood in late July. An isolated colony of approximately twelve birds persists at 
Black Moss Farm, Champion Moor, otherwise the species is rarely encountered in Bowland. 
 Since early March 2004, 115 House Sparrows have been ringed in a Forton garden. On 
the basis of the proportion of ringed to unringed birds (33:66) feeding together during the 
winter, the village population was estimated to be 350 at an absolute minimum. Nest sites in the 
village don’t appear to a limiting factor, as birds ignore nest-boxes, and readily find nest sites in 
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the predominant 1950’s housing. In similarly aged housing estates in south Liverpool such as 
Speke and Netherley, House Sparrows are still fairly common. 
 
TREE SPARROW Passer montanus 
Fairly common but declining breeding bird. Flocks in winter also decreasing. 

At MSW, there was a large increase in weekly sightings with 29 records submitted compared 
with 14 in 2003 and eight in 2002. Monthly peak counts were around 5-10 most of the year but 
increased dramatically from November with a reserve record of 30 on 24 December; two pairs 
nested in boxes. At nearby MMWWT 18 pairs bred and the peak autumn count was of over 80. 
Fifteen pairs bred in nest-boxes in a garden at Hundred End. 
 The feeding stations in Over Wyre had perhaps smaller numbers than in 2003. This is 
probably due to the greater provision of winter feeding at other sites rather than a decrease in 
the population. This is certainly exemplified by the records from sites such as at Moss House 
Farm, where the monthly maximum in November and December was 200 birds and the one at 
Ridge Farm, Pilling where there were over 50 in December. At Aldcliffe, numbers built up to 
25 in December. 

Tree Sparrows at Wyre Feeding Stations
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 At a garden in Forton two birds were recorded in January – the first in seven years there. 
These birds built to a peak of 20 on 21 March. Later in the year birds returned to a peak of 29 
on 28 Dec. Two of the birds had been colour-ringed on the Fylde. 
 The species had another productive year in the Pilling-Preesall area, where 146 pairs laid 
1744 eggs in 338 clutches of which 1305 hatched and 1144 young fledged; all the young were 
colour-ringed. One pair had four clutches, 82 had three clutches, 28 had two clutches and 32 
had singles; average per clutch = 5.2 eggs, 3.9 hatched and 3.4 young fledged.  
  The east Lancashire population continued to do well. The winter counts at Harwood 
Bar caravan site peaked at 25 on 4 Jan and 21 on 25 Oct. At nearby Brownsills, there were 26 
on 29 Oct and 25 on 27 Nov. Five pairs bred at Brownsills (where two were double brooded) 
and three pairs at Red House, Great Harwood. 
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 Numbers have increased at Samlesbury in the past year from an average of four to ten, 
assisted by year-round feeding. The population in the Bretherton area also continues to 
flourish, judging by the numbers visiting a garden feeding station near Red Bridge. However, a 
regular site at Anglezarke held very few birds in the breeding season and a colonial nest site was 
lost when a barn was converted. 
 In the south-west, four were on a BBS square in Billinge on 14 June and birds were 
noted at Tarbock Hall during the breeding season and a peak of 18 birds was recorded on 13 
Nov at a nearby farm. Thirty were at Catchdale Moss, St. Helens on 18 Oct. A flock of 36 flew 
south over Formby Dunes on 9 Oct.  
 
HOUSE X TREE SPARROW 
Two hybrids, showing Tree Sparrow and male House Sparrow plumage characteristics, were 
seen several times in a Belmont garden from January until June, with one remaining until the 
year’s end. 
 
CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs 
Abundant breeding bird, passage migrant and winter visitor. 

Numbers of this very common bird were generally unspectacular this year with very few large 
flocks recorded in either winter period or on migration. This was rather surprising as there was 
a good Beech mast crop. 
 The largest flocks during the first winter period were recorded along the Old Coach 
Road, St. Helens where there were 200-300 birds during February. In contrast, peak numbers in 
east Lancashire were very low with 32 at Dunsop Bridge on 10 Jan and 46 at Moor Piece, 
Bashall Eaves on 7 Feb. The first records of song were at Sunnyhurst Woods on 20 Jan and at 
Martholme on 1 Feb. Numbers at the feeding stations Over Wyre were reasonable but generally 
less than forty. 
 Very few migrants were recorded at either SNR or Heysham during spring. Breeding 
data were also scant, although the ongoing survey of top tetrads suggested that numbers were 
comparable to the last couple of years. Four pairs bred on Hesketh Golf Course, an increase on 
last year, and six pairs at MSW. 
 Autumn passage was rather moderate. At SNR it began with ones and twos south on 5-
11 September, followed by 45 south on 8 October, 60 east the next day, approximately 500 
south on the 24th, 73 on the 26th, 120 on the 27th and finally 82 on the 30th. In contrast, 
Heysham recorded very few and the maximum at Marshside was just 35 on 9 Oct, when more 
than 320 flew south-east over Belmont in 45 minutes. 
 The excellent beech mast crop saw large flocks in the Rivington area from October 
onwards, in particular the woodlands around the Hall Barn held several hundred birds. There 
were around 200 at Broadclough, Bacup during November but again, rather surprisingly, the 
counts in east Lancashire and Bowland were nowhere larger than 50. 
 
BRAMBLING Fringilla montifringilla 
Winters in variable numbers. Fairly common double passage migrant, mostly in 
autumn.  

During the first winter period, birds were reported in single figures from a few well scattered 
sites and only reached double figures at Arkholme with 20 at a garden feeder in January, 
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Belmont with a maximum of 15 on 20 April, ten at Calf Hey on 13 Jan and ten at Moss House 
Farm, Pilling throughout February and March. 
 The first single of the autumn was noted on 8 Oct at Heysham and the relatively few 
passage birds belied what was to appear in the beech woodlands in the centre and east of the 
county. 
 A roost formed in the rhododendrons at Belmont during October, that had held 
massive numbers in the 2002/2003 winter. Over 70 were present on 31 Oct, rising to 150 on 5 
Nov and then to over 600 on the 21st and at least 550 on 30 Dec. A slightly smaller flock was 
at Shedden Clough near Burnley where there were 100 on 21 Nov, increasing to a peak of 300 
on the 27th with 100 still there on 19 Dec. Surprisingly, there seems to have been a split 
between the large Brambling and Chaffinch flocks across the county with small numbers of 
Brambling in with the few large Chaffinch flocks and vice-versa. Other late autumn and winter 
flocks were recorded at Tockholes (100 on 11 Nov), up to 50 at Marshaw and the Lowgill area 
and 30 at Edge End Clough. 
 
GREENFINCH Carduelis chloris 
Abundant breeding bird. Some autumn movement, flocks in winter. 

This species is as common as it has ever been, reported regularly from all over the county. The 
autumn passage was as strong as in any recent year with the number ringed at Heysham peaking 
in mid-October and very few re-traps. At SNR, where there were 40 at the feeders in both 
winter periods, the only noticeable autumn movements were 150 south on 24 Oct and 60 south 
on the 27th. Similarly, there were 184 over Fluke Hall, Pilling on 9 Oct, 209 southeast along the 
Rimrose Valley on the 24th and 90 south at Marshside on the 30th. At White Moss, 
Skelmersdale there was an influx of 60 birds on 28 September that built up to 170 on 15 Oct 
with 70-80 remaining till the end of the year. 
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 The larger first winter period counts included 100 at a sunflower field at Eagland Hill on 
14 Jan, 150 on Old Coach Road, St Helens on the 21st and 50 near the feeding station at Stocks 
Reservoir on 6 Feb. 
 The only detailed breeding information came from Pilling where two pairs laid 14 eggs 
in three clutches from which all 14 fledged and from Freshfield where eight pairs were located 
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in a 35ha survey. Seven pairs bred at Heysham. A large post-breeding flock of over 400 was on 
an oil seed rape field at Pilling on 7 Aug. 
 Numbers at feeding stations Over Wyre were surprisingly few, peaking at 19 at 
Bradshaw Lane and 20 at Moss House Farm during October. This is probably due to the 
abundance of seed available in sunflower fields, for example those supporting 60 at 
Myerscough. Other feeders were well used; numbers at Brockholes increased markedly this year 
with a maximum of 30, over 40 were regular in a Belmont garden and 40 was also the peak 
count at MSW. 80 were at Sherdley Park, St. Helens on 12 Dec and the winter roost at 
Heysham contained 150 birds. 
 
GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis 
Common breeding resident and passage migrant. Flocks in winter. 

Generally a better year for Goldfinches with good numbers seen throughout. First winter 
period records were received from all over the county but rarely involved more than 30 birds. 
Even in the east of the county, where traditionally this species is scarce in winter, there were 
some significant numbers such as up to 27 at Whitworth, 25 at Harwood Bar caravan park and 
20 at Brownside. Flocks of 20 to 30 were regularly encountered in Over Wyre with a highest 
count of 40 at Out Rawcliffe. At least 23 were visiting a garden in Mossley Hill, Liverpool. 
 No spring passage was reported – birds just arrived rather unobtrusively. There was an 
unusual flock of 24 near Lydiate on 26 May. Breeding survey data suggest that numbers were 
generally the same as in the past few years. The first major post-breeding flocks were seen at 
SNR where 50 were feeding on thistles in the third week of July, rising to 120 in early August. 
 August was the month when the largest flocks were noted. Ninety were feeding on 
thistles at Oglet on the 18th and over 150 were at Carr House Green Common, Inskip on the 
20th. On 3 Sept, there were at least 200 feeding on thistles at Belmont Reservoir and 50 were 
feeding on niger seed in Belmont village. In the east, approximately 100 were at Dale Head 
Church, Stocks Reservoir on 6 Sept and there were counts of around 60 from Slipper Hill 
Reservoir, Lee Green Reservoir and Champion Moor towards the end of the month. Other 
areas had good numbers of birds with flocks of up to 50 not uncommonly reported. Eighty 
were feeding in fields near Little Crosby on 19 Sept. 
 During November, numbers peaked at White Moss, Skelmersdale (60 on the 10th) and 
MSW (40 on the 20th). Even in east Lancashire there were still plenty of birds around with 
peaks of 60 on Darwen Moor edge on 1 Dec and 15 at Edge End Clough on the 27th. Up to 
60 birds were feeding in alders at Rivington from November and into early December. 
 
SISKIN Carduelis spinus 
Uncommon recent breeding colonist. Double passage migrant and winter visitor. 

As well as the usual scattered single-figure counts, there were a few flocks in the 10-20 range in 
the east during the early part of the year, together with a small number of larger flocks, with 
peaks of 50 at Hoghton Bottoms on 10 Jan, 25 at Rowley Lake on the 25th, 80 at Harwood Bar 
caravan park in Great Harwood on 8 Feb (with 60 still there on the 28th), 45 at Darwen on 11 
March and 40 at Higher Hollinbank on the 18th. Up to 40 were at Leighton Moss during mid-
January and three were singing at Trickett's Memorial Gardens in Rossendale on 28 Feb. 
 Spring passage was light and mainly recorded during the last few days of March and 
April when a few, mainly single-figure, flocks were seen at places such as Marshside (where the 
peak was 14 on the 2nd), Starr Gate Blackpool, Morecambe and Forton. Thirty were seen at 
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Calder Vale, Garstang on 3 April and there was an extraordinarily late flock of at least 60 at 
Belmont on 3 May when the local birds were incubating. 
 Four pairs bred at Belmont but fledged only five juveniles; one pair had three recently 
fledged young on 31 May. In the Stocks Reservoir area, birds were seen on feeders on 24 May 
and 9 June whilst a pair was seen feeding fledglings on 24 Aug.  
 Autumn movements were very poor indeed at coastal observatories. The lack of autumn 
juveniles and poor passage suggests a poor breeding season in upland conifer plantations. 
Thirty were at Morecambe on 7 Oct and Marshside’s only autumn record was just 10-15 on the 
9th. One record stands out from all the rest, 100 at Stocks Reservoir on 13 Oct; 21 flew south-
west over Formby on the 23rd, 32 over Rimrose Valley the day after and ‘several’ over Speke 
Hall on the 30th. 
 The number of birds in the second-winter period was extremely low apart from the 
resident flocks at Stocks Reservoir (up to 60) and Cuerden Valley Park (up to 40). The only 
other reasonable numbers were 18 at Rimrose Valley on 5 Dec and 20 at MSW on the 10th. 
 
LINNET Carduelis cannabina 
Common breeding resident. Double passage migrant, abundant winter flocks in the 
west. 

The MSW roost recovered somewhat this year. The maximum in the first half of the year was 
40 but numbers peaked at around 100 in November and December, reflecting what seems to 
have been a better breeding season for Linnets. After years of decline, perhaps this species’ 
fortunes are on the up. 
 There were regular counts of up to 60 at Bradshaw Lane, Pilling, during January and 
February, over 250 birds in a sunflower field at nearby Birk’s Farm, Eagland Hill on 21 Feb and 
numbers built up to flocks of 200 by 2 April in the Pilling area. Up to 106 were on Croston 
Moss during January and February and other reasonably sized flocks included 40 along Lafford 
Lane, Roby Mill and 75 at Sefton Meadows. A flock of 50 at Alston Reservoir on 16 Jan and 22 
Feb was exceptional for the time of year in east Lancashire, where seventeen were also at Cant 
Clough Reservoir on 25 Feb. 
 In early January there were up to 155 at a demolished school site in Speke, numbers 
there decreased to 80 during February and further during the spring but birds were present 
throughout the year. Numbers reached 100 at Old Coach Road, St Helens on 25 Feb. 
 Spring passage was noted at Rossall Pont with 11 on 17 March, 23 on the 31st, 17 on 12 
Apr, 83 on the 13th and 89 on the 15th.  
 Breeding records included at least six pairs on the Darwen Moor BBS square, at least 
four pairs on Withnell Moor, two around White Coppice, nine pairs at Marshside (another 
increase), 16 pairs at Freshfield Dune Heath, two pairs at Lee Green Reservoir and five pairs at 
Heysham. 
 The largest post-breeding flocks were at MMWWT, where there were 150+ in late 
August, and on an oil-seed rape field in Over Wyre where the count peaked at 400 on 7 Aug. 
At Moss House Farm, Pilling 200 were feeding in a field of forage beans on 26 Sept. A feeding 
site maintained by United Utilities at a moorland quarry above Belmont attracted between 30 
and 50 birds between July and September. 
 There was hardly any discernible autumn passage save for 69 over Rimrose Valley on 23 
Sept and 28 on 9 Oct, but numbers dwindled fairly rapidly during the last week of September. 
About 120 were on Altcar Moss on 4 Oct, 200 at Dairy farm Road, St. Helens on the 18th and 
40-50 were seen regularly on the Fairhaven shore in the second winter period. 
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TWITE Carduelis flavirostris 
Scarce and decreasing breeder. Winters on some coasts. 

Numbers wintering on Morecambe Bay remained fairly constant throughout the winter with 
peaks of 50 at Heysham and 15 at Pilling Lane Ends, and 130 at New Ridge Farm, Fluke Hall 
on 20 March. Thirty remained at Cockersands on 8 April. The majority of birds seen at 
Heysham had been trapped and ringed earlier in the winter or in previous years. The largest 
early year count at the Cant Clough Reservoir feeding station was 45 on 29 Feb. An unusual 
flock of 20 birds was at Helmshore on 31 Jan. 
 The sole spring passage record was of two with a flock of about 50 Linnets at 
Brockholes Quarry on 13 April on a ploughed stubble field. One of the Twite bore colour 
rings, it to be traced as a 2CY bird ringed at Cant Clough in 2003.  
 A relict population appears to be holding on in the West Pennine Moors. One was with 
Linnets at Belmont on 23 April and three singles were in breeding habitat in the Darwen Moor 
BBS square on 2 May. Birds were present in the breeding season on Withnell Moor, where a 
family party of four was seen on the moorland edge on 29 June. Three at Twiston Moor on 15 
July were noteworthy. A pair at Ogden Reservoir, Grane on 13 May was the only report from 
Rossendale. It is believed that at least 20 pairs bred on moorland east of Burnley. 
 The first sign of post-breeding dispersal was eight at Foulridge Reservoir on 22 Sept, 
followed by an impressive flock of 60 on Pendle Hill on 1 Oct. The peak count at Cant Clough 
Reservoir was approximately 100 on 13 Nov, and there were 30 on 23 Oct at Darwen Moor.  
 Numbers built up at Heysham from late October to mid-November and 105 new birds, 
about 40 from previous years and two ringed on Sanda, were trapped. Most had moved on by 
the end of November, after which time probably no more than 35 in total visited the feeding 
area. Other winter records included more than 40 at Stodday on 6 Nov and 50 at Knott End in 
December. About 30 were on the south Ribble marshes during late winter.  
 
LESSER REDPOLL Carduelis cabaret 
Fairly common but decreasing breeding bird. Common double passage migrant and 
winter visitor. 

It was a very disappointing year with very few migrants recorded and low numbers during the 
winter. A flock of about 15 was present around Stocks Reservoir, seen intermittently near 
Stocks Boardhouse and the bird hide during the first winter period. The only other double-
figure counts in east Lancashire were ten at Greenfield, Colne on 1 Jan, c20 at Darwen Moor 
edge on 4 Jan, 15 at Grainings Wood, Darwen on 11 March and 12 at Reedley Hallows, 
Burnley on 23 March. Twenty were at Leighton Moss on 24 Feb and a flock of 30 or more at 
Cuerden Valley Park in March.  
 Spring passage peaked in the fourth week of April. At Marshside there were two on 15 
April, seven on the 20th, 15 on the 24th, 22 on the 25th and then a handful in May. A flock of 
30 were at Lane Ends, Pilling on 25 April and 20 flew over Skelmersdale on the 26th. 
 Birds were present in at least nine areas of woodland (birch woods and conifer 
plantations) in the Belmont area during the breeding season and birds were abundant and very 
vocal around the Anglezarke moorland plantations on 27 June. Similarly, in Bowland, Redpolls 
were noticeable on 19-20 June with males in display flight at a time when most other species 
are very quiet. Two pairs bred at Freshfield Dune Heath and one pair at MSW. 
 No autumn passage birds were recorded at Marshside and there were very few records 
from the St. Helens or Liverpool areas. About 40 were at Moor Piece, Bashall Eaves on 17 
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Sept. A large flock built up at Stocks Reservoir during the autumn and peaked at around 75-80 
between 15 Oct and 28 Nov. The period in the middle of October seemed to be the peak of 
what passage there was; 35 flew south at Stocks Boardhouse and 26 were at Brockholes on the 
16th, two at SNR was the peak there on the 18th, 20 at Sunnyhurst Woods on the 20th and 24 
at Moss House Farm on the 23rd. 
 
COMMON REDPOLL Carduelis flammea 
Scarce winter visitor 

No specifically identified birds were recorded this year. 
 
REDPOLL sp. Carduelis sp. 
All records were probably Lesser Redpoll and are included in the account above. 
 
CROSSBILL Loxia curvirostra 
Rare breeding bird. Occasional irruptive movements. 

Just four records were received this year. In the summer months, single birds were recorded at 
Sefton Park, Liverpool on 22 June and Dunsop Bridge on 27 June and there were eight at 
Beacon Fell on 26 July. In Rossendale, seven birds flew east along Calf Hey Reservoir on 16 
Oct. 
 
BULLFINCH Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
Common breeding resident. 

This seems to have been another good year for Bullfinches with a very interesting twist at the 
end of it.  
 At Heysham, a first-winter pair caught on 17 April had been ringed in the autumn of 
2003 and almost certainly stayed to breed. Similarly, a pair caught on 30 April were also 
probably breeding locally. A male trapped on 3 Aug had been ringed on 3 July 2001. 
 Pairs were seen in many areas, regularly coming to garden feeders throughout the year 
but mainly during the winter months. The increase in records hopefully means that the decline 
in Bullfinch numbers may have at least slowed.  
 Birds were regularly recorded throughout the year at eight sites in the Rivington area and 
nine in Rossendale, where there were three pairs coming to garden feeders at one site. Three 
pairs were present on the Birkdale dunes in January. Birds were present at fifteen sites in south 
Liverpool throughout the year and a pair at Rimrose Valley in January was only the third site 
record. Larger first winter period counts were twelve at Darwen Moor edge on 15 Jan, eight at 
Heasandford on 5 Feb and eleven at MSW on the 17th. Breeding was confirmed at several sites 
but the species remains a great rarity on the Fylde. 
 Birds of local origin in juvenile plumage were trapped at Heysham on 3 Aug and 3 Sept 
and three first-winters, perhaps of more distant origin, were trapped during October. During 
this time there were reports of ‘Northern’ Bullfinches from many east coast locations and after 
a few regular migrants on 11 and 20 Oct, the distinctive nasal call of a ‘Northern’ Bullfinch was 
heard at Stocks Reservoir on the 28th. A flock of nine there on the 31st included two 
‘Northern’ types, again calling. There were other large flocks of Common Bullfinches with 
eleven at Bottom’s Beck, Gisburn Forest on 6 Nov and nine at Lee Green Reservoir on 21 
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Dec. A ‘Northern’ bird was seen at Aldcliffe on 21 Nov and two more were located during 
December at Wennington on the 12th and Quernmore on the 18th. (See separate article). 
 
HAWFINCH Coccothraustes coccothraustes 
Rare and localised breeding resident. 

All records received this year came from Woodwell at either end of the year with no reports at 
all between April and October. Up to three were seen at the start of the year and two to four 
regularly in November and December. The peak count came on 23 Nov when seven birds were 
present. 
 Though significant effort was made to locate birds around Pleasington Old Hall, 
Blackburn, there was no sign at all. 
 
LAPLAND BUNTING* Calcarius lapponicus 
Uncommon autumn passage migrant and winter visitor to coasts. 

This species remains very scarce with just three late autumn records accepted. One was in a 
stubble field with Skylarks at Cockersands on 7 Oct (PJM). Two birds were seen in flight 
together with around 50 Skylarks at the sand-winning plant at Marshside on 12th (SD) with one 
there the day after (BMcC, JKB). A single bird was seen briefly on 14 Nov at Pilling Marsh 
(MEG) as it made its way west. 
 
SNOW BUNTING Plectrophenax nivalis 
Uncommon winter visitor to summits and coasts. 

The winter flocks from 2003 remained much in evidence into the early part of the year. The 
largest, on the top of Pendle Hill, peaked at 60 on 4 Jan but eventually dissipated by the 17th. 
One bird was present there on 7 Feb and one was at Coldwell on 14 Jan. The birds at St. 
Annes/Starr Gate peaked at 14 on 25 Feb and remained until 4 March and a single was present 
a little further up the coast at Anchorsholme in January and February. The flock of six on 
Crosby shore remained until at least 3 Jan. A single bird was seen at Ocean Edge, Heysham on 
12-22 Feb. 
 What were probably passage birds were noted at Starr Gate on 7 April (2) and SNR on 
the 17th. 
 The first returning bird was recorded on 20 Oct on Ainsdale Beach. It was joined by 
others and the flock eventually grew to twelve by late November. Up to five were at St. 
Annes/Starr Gate from 30 Oct to the end of the year, while two at Otterspool Promenade, 
Liverpool on 29-31 Oct had been there for over a week according to locals. Records on Pendle 
Hill never reached the heights of the first winter period: one on 13 Nov, three on the 14th and 
17 on 19 Dec. Eighteen were seen at Bowland Knotts on 20 Nov and a flock of 50-60 was on 
Musden Head Moor on 26 Dec. 
 Other late autumn records were of singles over Rossall School on 23 Oct, SNR on 3 
Nov and Heysham on the 8th, six at Formby on the 13th, two at Garston shore on the 14th, 
and three on Ainsdale shore on the 22nd. December sightings included one over the Eric 
Morecambe complex on the 8th, two on Crosby shore on the 12th-13th, possibly the same two 
at Hightown from then into 2005 and two over Darwen Moor on the 24th. 
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YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrinella 
Fairly common but decreasing resident, mostly in the south. Scarce autumn passage 
migrant. 

Numbers at the feeding stations Over Wyre were similar to last year peaking at 53 at Bradshaw 
Lane on 25 March and 30 at Moss House farm in March. In the south-west, the species’ other 
stronghold, 30 were on the Old Coach Road, St. Helens on 1 Feb, 40 at Berrington’s Lane, 
Rainford on the 6th and 25 at Halewood on 24 Jan. 
 However, despite relatively stable numbers at wintering sites, the species is still in 
decline as noted from what are now the extralimital areas. Yellowhammers seem to have 
retreated to west of the M61 in the Chorley area and the only records east of the M6 north of 
Preston come from Nicky Nook where a couple of males are stubbornly holding on. There was 
a completely unexpected female in bracken in the Plunge Valley, Rossendale on 6-7 July. 
 Birds were on territory at twelve sites in the Eagland Hill/Pilling area during the 
summer months and others were noted at eight other sites on the Fylde. Good numbers of 
singing males and pairs were recorded in the area between Preston, Southport and Chorley, 
including three at Tarleton Moss and a successful pair at Burscough. The population in the 
Sefton dunes is, however, virtually extinct with just one pair at Birkdale and a singing male at 
Formby. 
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 The species gets commoner in the mosslands to the south of Burscough and around 
Liverpool. There were several pairs around Roby Mill, two singing males at Haskayne Cutting 
and five in the Billinge BBS square. Three singing males were in the vicinity of Mossborough 
Moss plantation, five at Berrington’s Lane and three was the peak count at White Moss, 
Skelmersdale. At least 16 territory-holding males were recorded on farmland at Tarbock with at 
least another six in Halewood plus one at Netherley. 
 Second winter period flocks included up to 38 on Kirkby Moss in December, 30 at 
Berrington’s Lane and up to twelve at White Moss. 
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REED BUNTING Emberiza schoeniclus 
Common breeding bird and winter visitor. Double passage migrant. 

It was a bit of an up and down year for this species with increases in some areas but record 
lows in others. There was a good population of wintering birds in east Lancashire with the 
largest counts being nine at Dean Clough Reservoir on 2 Jan, 15-20 at the Darwen Moor roost 
during January and February and over 45 at Belmont on 15 Feb. Numbers on a sunflower field 
at Eagland Hill reached 35 by 28 Feb and there were 20 along the Old Coach Road, St Helens 
on the 1st.  
 A record eleven pairs bred around Belmont Reservoir, whilst four bred in the remnants 
of a burnt-out conifer plantation on Anglezarke Moor and four in one rush-dominated meadow 
at Belmont where normally there are one or two pairs. The breeding population on Lower 
Burgh Meadow, Chorley was well into double figures in May. The first to return to east 
Lancashire breeding sites where none had wintered were two pairs at Lowerhouse Lodges on 
22 March. Eighteen pairs were confirmed as breeding on the United Utilities Bowland estate, 
two pairs at Coldwell Upper Reservoir, Darwen Moor, Grove Lane Marsh, Lee Green 
Reservoir, Lowerhouse Lodges and Wood End Sewage Farm and one at Lomeshaye Marsh. 
There were 23 territorial males/pairs in Rossendale and many other records of singing males in 
suitable territory throughout the east of the county. 
 Forty pairs bred at MMWWT but Marshside’s population tumbled to just seven pairs. 
Three pairs bred at Birkdale LNR, two on Freshfield Dune Heath, six at the northern end of 
the Rimrose Valley, five on Sollom Moss and three at MSW. The species is still fairly common 
on the farmland surrounding south Liverpool, including five territories along Ox Lane, 
Tarbock. At least three were on territory at the old Parkside Colliery site in Newton-le-Willows 
in July. 
 At least eight pairs bred on the Middleton Industrial Estate and three at Aldcliffe. 
Singing males were noted at several scattered sites on the Fylde with concentrations of twelve 
males at Marton Mere, six on Lytham Moss and four at Preesall Flashes. Twenty birds at 
Brockholes Quarry on 20 July were mostly juveniles. 
 Autumn passage was again very light. Second winter period flocks were generally smaller 
than earlier in the year. Up to 20 were in a maize stubble field at Aldcliffe on 16 Oct and a 
maximum of 21 was counted at MSW on 14 Nov. At Moss House Farm, numbers only reached 
15 in December. Roosts in east Lancashire, however, held good numbers, including 
approximately 30 at Darwen Moor on 14 Nov, 10-20 at Shedden Clough on the 14th and 80 at 
Cant Clough Reservoir on the 20th. In Rossendale, 40 birds were roosting at Edge Cote Marl 
Pits on 19 Dec. This shows that good numbers are wintering on the moorlands, dispersing to 
feed, most likely on the seeds of the widespread Purple Moor Grass, before gathering in large 
numbers at these roost sites, often near to the reservoirs. 
 
CORN BUNTING Emberiza calandra 
Common breeding bird in the south-west and Fylde. 

There was a fantastic 294 on 2 Jan at the New Lane feeding station Eagland Hill, Over Wyre. 
Numbers remained high there throughout the early part of the year until the first week in April 
when they declined rapidly. Other large counts included 36 at Reed’s Moss, St Helens on 10 
Feb and 38 on the sunflower field at Birk’s Farm, Eagland Hill on the 21st, rising to 81 by 21 
March. To the west of Chorley there were flocks of 60 at Croston Moss on 26 Jan, 30 there on 
3 Feb and 40 on Mawdesley Moss on the 11th. From 16 Feb into March up to 18 were on 
fields behind Brook Farm, Halewood and there were 23 at MSW on 25 March. The over-
wintering bird at Crosby Marine Park remained up to 3 April. 
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 Singing males were widespread on the Fylde with a peak of twelve around Eagland Hill 
on 7 June and records from the mosses at Lytham, Stalmine, Rawcliffe, Winmarleigh and 
Cockerham. Two pairs bred at MMWWT, four on Sollom Moss, at least two on Farington 
Moss, one at King’s Moss, two at White Moss, Skelmersdale (the first for three years), seven at 
Little Crosby, two at Halewood and one at Speke. Twelve singing males were located on the 
mosses to the north of St Helens. 
 Winter numbers were well down with a peak of 107 at New Lane, Pilling on 20 Nov, 21 
at Bradshaw Lane, Pilling on the 11th and 56 at nearby Moss House Farm during December. 
There was a one-off flock of 58 on wires at White Moss on 9 Dec and 33 at Churchtown Moss, 
Southport (also on wires) on the 12th. 
 

ESCAPES 
BLACK SWAN Cygnus atratus 
A pair was seen regularly on Southport Marine Lake from March to October, with three there 
in September and one in November. Two seen at various sites in south Fylde during January to 
April and October to December and singles on Pilling Moss on 14 Feb and MMWWT in the 
early months were perhaps the same birds. 

BAR-HEADED GOOSE Anser indicus 
One was at Belmont Reservoir from 8-10 March.  

LESSER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser erythropus 
Single adult(s) were at MMWWT on 1 Feb, several sites in the Pilling-Preesall area occasionally 
from 22 Sept to 6 Nov and at Southport Marine Lake during October. 

SWAN GOOSE Anser cygnoides 
A pair was seen on five dates at Brockholes Quarry in February and March – perhaps the same 
as seen at Stanley Park, Blackpool on unknown dates. The usual birds were on Lower 
Rivington Reservoir throughout the year. 

ROSS’S GOOSE Anser rossii 
The hybrid from 2003 remained at MMWWT into the early year. 

LESSER CANADA GOOSE Branta hutchinsii  
Two hybrid ‘Cackling Goose’ B. h. minima x Barnacle Goose were at various sites at Pilling and 
Preesall between at least 25 March and 30 Sept. 

RED-BREASTED GOOSE Branta ruficollis 
The bird from 2003 remained at MMWWT in the early year, presumably moving back to 
Knowsley Park with the feral Barnacles in late February/early March but was only reported at 
the Safari Park on 9 July. It returned to MMWWT with the Barnacles on 12 Sept and remained 
until the end of the year.  
 Another bird was at Wayoh Reservoir in early December. 
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RUDDY SHELDUCK Tadorna ferruginea 
A hybrid was at MMWWT in late November. 

WOOD DUCK Aix sponsa 
A female was on the River Yarrow at Croston on 1 January. A pair was walking along 
Holmeswood Road next to Mere Sands Wood on 30 March and up to three (2 males and a 
female) were on the reserve there from 8 Sept to the end of the year. 

MANDARIN Aix galericulata 
A male was on Wycoller village pond from 25-28 May and again from mid-June to 15 July. A 
female was at Cliviger Fishponds on 9 Sept. A male was at Brockholes Quarry on 8 Nov. 

RINGED TEAL Callonetta leucophrys 
A male was on a pond in Gooseleach Wood, Read on 2 Dec and on the neighbouring River 
Calder from 8-12 Dec. The usual bird was at Stanley Park, Blackpool throughout the year. 

CHILOE WIGEON Anas sibilatrix 
One was at Myerscough Quarry from 28 March to 14 April. 

RED-CRESTED POCHARD Netta rufina  
An eclipse male was at Glasson on 6 Sept. The Red-crested Pochard x Mallard hybrid was at 
Lowerhouse Lodge on 7 Feb.  

COMB DUCK 
A bird described as an ‘odd thing that resembled a female Comb Duck’ was with 192 Pinkfeet 
at Aldcliffe on March 20, and perhaps the same female at Mere Sands Wood on 13 April. 

MUSCOVY DUCK Cairina moschata 
Up to three were in Stanley Park throughout the year. 

CHUKAR Alectoris Chukar 
An apparently pure-bred bird was calling from a low mound at Seaforth on 1 March. This was 
the first record in Lancashire since 1996, although Chukar x Red-legged Partridge hybrids were 
seen in 1997. The release of Chukars was banned in this country in 1992, so the origins of this 
bird are not immediately apparent. However, the previous Seaforth record, of 14+ which 
escaped from a ship in October 1989 and subsequently colonised Liverpool for a couple of 
years, may provide the answer. 

GOLDEN PHEASANT Chrysolophus pictus 
One, reported at Mellor on 10 April, had also been seen in previous weeks. 

HELMETED GUINEAFOWL Numida meleagris 
Three survived at Orritt’s Wood on the south-west mosses from the six present there in 2003. 

HARRIS’S HAWK Parabuteo unicintus 
One was at Lytham on 14 Nov. 
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RED-TAILED HAWK Buteo jamaicensis 

The usual bird frequented the Formby and Ainsdale pinewoods throughout the year. 

HYBRID FALCON Falco sp. 
The regular large hybrid was at Seaforth on at least 8 February, and one described as a Gyr x 
Saker at Little Crosby on 16 Oct. 

RING-NECKED PARAKEET Psittacula krameri 
Singles were at Crosby Hall on 16 Jan, Delph Reservoir on 25 Jan, Barley on 5 June and 
Seaforth on 6 Aug. Five were seen on the Cheshire Lines trail near Lydiate on 25 April. 
 At least half a dozen have been at large in Skelmersdale gardens for at least a couple of 
years but it is not known of they have bred successfully. 

MONK PARAKEET Myiopsitta monachus 
One was in a Crosby garden during the second week of March. 

EASTERN ROSELLA Platycercus eximius 
One was near Sandhills Station in north Liverpool on 25 May. 

COCKATIEL Nyphicus hollandicus 
Four were at MMWWT on 12 May. 

EAGLE OWL Bubo bubo 
One was at Stanley Park, Blackpool on 8 April. 

SNOWY OWL Nyctea scandiaca 
A male was seen by several observers at Crown Point, Burnley on 17 March. This proved to be 
an escape from Gibfield Farm, half a mile away. 

SCALY-BREASTED MUNIA Lonchura punctulata 
One was in a garden at Hundred End during October. 

GREY PLANTAIN EATER Crinifer zonurus/piscator 
One described as the east African species C. zonurus was in a garden at Tockholes, Darwen on 8 
March. What was presumably the same bird, but this time described as the west African  
piscator, was seen on the Beechwood Estate, Blackburn on 10 June. 

HILL MYNA Gracula sp.  
One was at Delph Reservoir from February through to May and reportedly in December. 
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Lancashire Ringing Report 2004 
P. J. Marsh 

The main theme this year has been the large number of “read in field” recoveries. Most of 
these have been from birders and many received through personal contact and/or the Fylde 
and east Lancashire websites. Many thanks to Stuart Piner, Chris Batty, John Wright, Bill Aspin, 
John Metcalfe, Tony Disley, Colin Bushell, Mark Breaks, Karl Johnson, Jim Shepherd, Keith 
Kellet, Pete Crooks, Mark Breaks, Steve White, the late John Reddish, Mark Prestwood, Jon 
Carter and Chris Galvin. Thanks also to the usual ringing groups and individual ringers: NLRG, 
FRG, Bob Danson, Dave Sowter. 
 The recoveries which stand out were an interesting series of a colour-ringed Spoonbill 
sightings including TWO Lancashire visits in 2002 and 2005, and a series of sightings of colour-
ringed Waxwings from the sizeable and very early (giving the Grampian ringers more time than 
usual to organise and ring large numbers at established sites before they moved on) invasion 
during 2004/5. As can be seen from one recovery, many of these eventually moved much 
further to the south and west compared to usual influxes (especially so in Ireland, but these 
birds presumably crossed the sea before reaching Lancashire).  
 Space has meant this report has had to be very selective and Whooper and Bewick's 
Swans and Pink-footed Geese will be fully summarised next year (with less emphasis on Black-
tailed Godwit, for example). 

Abbreviations: 
VV = read in field 
3J = juvenile 
3 = 1st winter (to 31/12) 

5 = 2nd calendar year 
4 = adult (to 31/12), not aged (after 31/12) 
2 = not aged (prior to 31/12) 

Manx Shearwater 
ET00866 
Ringed  Uncertain Copeland Bird Observatory, NI 
Found dead 1.6.04 Formby Point 

Spoonbill 
Ringed  Pullus  12.06.99 Texel, Netherlands 53 08N 4 54E 
VV   03.05.02 Main et Loire, La Bohalle, France  720km 
VV   15.05.02 Stocks Reservoir, Lancs  536km 
VV  19.05.02 Leighton Moss   
VV   15.6.04-1.8.04 near the natal site, Netherlands  
VV   8.9-17.9.04  Huelva, Spain  1932km 
VV   18.05.05 Knaresborough, Yorkshire   
VV   19.05.05 Champion Moor, near Stocks Res.  
VV   at least 23-25.5.05 Leighton Moss   

A very odd series: surely Spoonbills do not take 5 years before they are able to breed? Where 
was it during the intervening summer months? 
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Great hite E  W gret

oire-Atlantique, France  
olour ings) 

rton, then Heaton  

VV   31.8.04 into 2005 Burry Inlet area, Glamorgan 

rd 
4 u, Loire-Atlantique, France  

VV (nose tag!)  31.8.04 Leighton Moss   

ullus F  cs  
Hit glass  7.1.04 Oswaldtwistle, Lancs  

llus 
d 29km 

ullus 4.6.03 Ivy Farm, Union Lane, Out Rawcliffe  

33km  

 

Ri ed Plov
SE2881 

4 reston  

ullus 
 SE2977  

V (colour ings) .7.98 renees-Atlantique  
1145km  

VV   7.6.03 Brockholes Quarry  

 
d  

Skippool Creek, Wyre Estuary  

d 4M  63 44N 20 35W  

d 4M N 14 35W  

Ringed  Pullus 28.4.03 Lac de Grand Lieu, L
VV (c  r 29.3.04 Lac de Grand Lieu  
VV   27.5.04 River Lune, Ove
VV   27-30.5.04 Leighton Moss  

Pocha
Ringed  May 200 Lac de Grand Lie

Sparrowhawk 
Ringed P 13.7.99 Fluke Hall, Pilling, Lan

Barn Owl 
Ringed Pu 8.6.02 Head Dyke Wood, Pilling  
Found dea   24.9.04 High Snab Farm, Gressingham  

Ringed P 2
Dead in    
water trough  15.3.04 near Slaidburn, Clitheroe  

Neither of the recovery sites are regular Barn Owl haunts.

Little ng er 
Ringed 5 22.6.04 Nosterfield GP, North Yorks  
VV (colour rings) July 200 Brockholes Quarry, near P

Ringed  P 5.6.93 Belmont, Bolton, Lancs  SD6616  
Controlled  14.6.97 Bellflask Quarry, N Yorks  
V  r 4 Lac de Nomas, Py
   43 25N 26 26W  

Dunlin
Ringe 4 21.6.03 Geniefea, Hoy, Orkney  
VV   11.7.04 

Presumably breeding in Orkney  

Black-tailed Godwit 
Ringe 5.6.03 Pykkvbaer, Iceland  
VV   3.9.03 Loire Estuary France  
VV   16.4.04 Newton Marsh, Lancs  

Ringe 3.5.03 Alftafjordur, Iceland 64 32
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VV   28.9.03 Marshside, nr Southpo rt  
 

d M  64 32N 14 35W  
 

.2.01 
 above  

d 4F  r, Iceland  
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d hire  
2.4.99,  

 

bridge  

 
  

14-17.4.05 Allen Pool, Leighton Moss  

arked on Hilbre Island during recent winters were seen on the 

ish dult r  to Moreca e Jetty area for winter 200
dult plumage.  

d ullus  51 17N 2149E  
ndon  

rt  
 

4.6.03 Fejer, Hungary  46 51N 18 33E  
cs  

VV   15.4-16.4.04 Newton Marsh  

Ringe 4 4.5.00 Alftafjordur, Iceland  
5.00   VV   9.5-12. Eglista, Iceland

VV   23.11-19 Belfast Lough  
VV   2.5-6.5.02 Icelandic sites as
VV   3.8.02 Belfast Lough  
VV   19.1.02 Wexford Slobs  
VV   28-29.8.03 Wexford Slobs  
VV   15.4.04 Newton Marsh  

Ringe 20.4.03 Leirulackur, Myra
VV   26.7.03 Dee Estuary, Cheshire  
VV   15-16.4.04 

Ringe  30.8.96 Holbeach, Wash, Lincolns
VV   1.4.98, 1
  4.4.00 Dee Estuary  
VV   21.4.01 Breydon Water, Norfolk  

lk  VV   7.10.01 Snettisham, Norfo
s, CamVV   1.4.02 Ouse Washe

VV   6.7.02 Kroks-Fjdarnes, Iceland  
.02  Glos  VV   18-20.7 Slimbridge,

VV   25.7.02 Snettisham  
VV   27.02-3.4.03 Lytham St Annes, Lancs  
VV   1.9.04 Holbeach
VV   

Interesting series of colour-ringed islandica recoveries. 

Turnstone 
Three colour-ringed birds m
skeers below Heysham North wall during September 2004. 

Mediterranean Gull 
The Pol -ringed a eturned mbe Ston 4/05. Similarly 
the Czech Republic-ringed bird at Heysham Harbour mouth, now moulting into a

Ringe P 6.6.04 Poland  
VV   2.8.04 Beddington Sewage Farm, Lo
VV   16.1.05 Preesall Sands, Knott End  
VV   12.2.05 Heysham Helipo
VV   24.4.05 Allen Pool, Leighton Moss  

Ringed Pullus  
VV   3.5.04 Brockholes Quarry, Lan
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FS 2 G9244 reen E15 
ed Pullus 51N 2,02E 

7-19.1.01 Cobh, Ireland 
27.5-19.6.01 Shell Carrington, Gtr Manchester 
23.6.01 Seaforth NR, Liverpool 

t 

17.6.00 Zeebrugge, Belgium 

Pullus 14.7.82 Ribble Marshes 

angin

Yorks 

 SV38925 

ing t and colonies into Liverpool Bay.  

orthumberland 

6 & SV67276 
June/July 2002 Teesport 

2004  
firmi pos ement, especially of non-

Ring 15.6.00 Pas-de-Calais, France   
VV  
VV  
VV  
VV  10.2.02 Birkdale beach, Southpor

Common Tern 
99Z 0510  
Ringed Pullus 
VV  1-9.8.04 Seaforth 

A new control from one of Europe’s largest colonies. 

CE73672 & CE73684 
Ringed 
Breeding  2004 Seaforth 

Two veterans still h g on. 

XS2118
h, Leigh 

* 
Ringed Pullus 24.7.95 Pennington Flas
VV  20.7.04 Seaforth 

CC8694
h, Leigh 

0 
Ringed Pullus 14.6.01 Pennington Flas
VV  22.8.04 Seaforth 

SX0220
Otley, W 

5 
Ringed Pullus 10.6.02 Ashfield House, 
VV  9.8.04 Seaforth 

SX7941
R, Notts 

6 
Ringed Pullus 24.6.04 Attenborough N
VV  12.8.04 Seaforth 

SV38912 &
Ringed Pullus 8.6.04 Kingsbury Water Park, Warks 
VV  1-11.8.04 Seaforth  
Six controls confirm he post-breeding movement from inl

SV73413 
Ringed Pullus 10.6.02 Coquet Island, N
VV  12-23.8.04 Seaforth 

SV66637, SV66698, SV66922, SV66922, SV66994, SV6711
Ringed Pullus 
VV  Aug/Sept Seaforth 

n movEight controls con ng the regular t-breeding seaso
breeding birds, between NE England and Liverpool Bay. 
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SX93366  
Ringed 3J 2.9.95 Seal Sands, Teesmouth 
VV  26.6.04 Seaforth 
Probably breeding locally 

llus  WWT, Tyne & Wear 
Seaforth 

 ullus r 
forth 

tted Woodpecker  

The first distant recovery from NLRG ringing. 

umberland  
led s 

12.8.04 Gressingham roost 80km 

 19.5.05 Beeswing, Dumfries and Galloway  119km 
Perhaps inevitably, one from Gressingham (16.8.04) was controlled at Icklesham on 31.8.04 

a tin 
 Icklesham during the 2004 

rdeen  

ed  F een  

iverpool) 

.04 

berdeen  
10.12.04 Burnley Fire Station 

hire 
ks 

XR88806  
Ringed Pu 29.6.94 Washington
Breeding  2004 

XR89477 
Ringed P 1.7.95 Sunderland, Tyne & Wea
Breeding  1999-2004 Sea

Great-spo
Ringed 3F 11.8.99 Heysham Observatory 
Dead  24.5.04 Stanley Park, Blackpool  28km 

Swallow 
Ringed 3 11.8.04 Low Hauxley, North

lContro   21.8.04 Gressingham roost, nr Hornby, Lanc 152km 

Ringed  7.8.04 Westwich, Bishop’s Monkton, N Yorks  
Controlled  

Ringed 3J 15.9.04 Gressingham roost  
Dead 

Sand M r
Lune Valley roosts/colonies produced 7 birds either to or from
season. 

Waxwing 
Ringed  30.10.04 Inverurie, near Abe
VV  5.12.04 Burnley Fire Station 
VV  5.1.05 Lockwood, Huddersfield 

Ring 3 31.10.04 Inverurie, near Aberd
VV  23.1.05 Liverpool  

 of LVV   26.1.05 Exeter   (380km SSW

Ringed  30.10.04 Inverurie, near Aberdeen  
VV  11-12.12 Burnley Fire Station 

Ringed  30.10.04 Inverurie, near A
VV  
VV  17.1.05 Warrington, Ches
VV  19.1.05 High Wycombe, Buc  
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The first series of Waxwing recoveries involving Lancashire 

 
J  

21.5.04 Keswick, Cumbria  53km  
bir  Cumbrian hen ringed

J 
ed ce  48 41N 1 28W, 617km 

ed 54 10N 2 48W  

J 
ed m  50 48N 3 12E 552km 

22.6.04 Heysham Observatory  
ed  re, France  47 55N 4 19W  

 atory  
04 N 0 47W, 963km 

ler 

3.6.04 

lus oir, Durham  
    ing female) 

llus Pilling  
 

 
 los.  2

.8.98 Leighton Moss  
 occo   34 16N 5 56W 2225km 

 
hton Moss  11km 

J 
 Wood, Cumbria  17km 

Very few breeding pairs in this part of Cumbria 

Ringed 3 16.8.96 Heysham Observatory   
Controlled  2.5.04 Leighton Moss  
No retraps of this bird at all in the intervening years. 

Sedge Warbler
Ringed 3 10.8.02 Leighton Moss   
Controlled  
Passage d of  origin w ? 

Ringed 3 2.8.03 Leighton Moss  
Controll   8.8.03 Mont Manet, Fran
Fairly quick 

Ringed 3J 14.8.03 Leighton Moss  
Controll   28.5.04 Friesland, Netherlands  

Ringed 3 7.8.03 Leighton Moss   
Controll   23.8.04 West-Vlaanderen, Belgiu
The two above are unusual as they are to the east of the west European migration route. 

Ringed 4 
Controll   30.7.04 Trunval Treoget, Finiste
Ringed 3 26.7.04 Heysham Observ
Controlled  18.8. Charente-Maritime, France 45 29

Reed Warb
Ringed 4 1.6.02 Heysham Observatory  
Controlled  26.5 & 1 Leighton Moss  

Ringed Pul  Crookfoot Reserv
Controlled  14.6.04 Leighton Moss (breed

Ringed  Pu 3.7.04 Sand Villa Pool, 
Controlled  28.8.04 Llangorse Lake, Powys, Wales  226km

Ringed 3J 11.8.03 Leighton Moss   
Controlled  13.6.04 Hatfield Ham, G 51km 

Ringed 3 19
Found alive 16.4.02 Sidi Slimane, Mor

Ringed 4 5.6.04 Helton Tarn, Cumbria   
Controlled  7.6.04 Leig
Overshooting late arrival? 

Ringed 3 4.8.03 Leighton Moss   
Controlled  18.7.04 Roudsea
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Blackcap 
P323907  
Ringed 3M 22.08.04 Clocaenog Forest, Clwyd, Wales 
Controlled  11.05.05 Heysham  115 km 262 days 

Willow Warbler 
Ringed 3J 17.8.02 Leighton Moss   
Controlled  7.8.04 Cameron Reservoir, Fife  236km 

Ringed 4 27.4.89 Heysham Observatory   
Ring only found  10.6.05 Falkland, Fife  248km 
Metal detector?!  

Chiffchaff 
Ringed 3 27.8.03 Heysham Observatory   
Found  23.11.04 Tizmit, Morocco  29 43N 9 43W, 2758km 

Goldcrest 
Ringed 5F 2.4.04 Heysham Observatory   
Dead  16.1.05 Clevedon, Avon  291km 
A typical recovery of a bird probably of British origin attempting to winter at Clevedon.  

Ringed 3M 10.10.04 Vest-Agder Norway  58 6N 6 34E 
Controlled  01.11.04 Heysham  742 km in 22 days 
So some at least of our autumn birds are Scandinavian. Our first Goldcrest from Norway. 

Pied Flycatcher 
Ringed Pullus 7.6.02  Lartington, Durham  
Controlled  11.6.04 Collyholme Wd, Slaidburn (breeding M)   67km  
The longest movement recorded by a Pied Flycatcher during the period 

Long-tailed Tit 
Ringed Full grown   8.9.02 Pilling Marsh, Lancs  
Controlled  30.3.04 Grizedale Forest, Satterthwaite  47km 

Blue Tit 
Ringed 3 02.10.99 Leighton Moss 
Dead  30.4.05 Leighton Moss  2036 days. 

Starling 
Ringed Pullus 11.5.04 Pilling, Lancs  
Dead in Merlin nest   27.6.04 Dry Gill, Durham 81km 
A very odd direction for juvenile dispersal; usually to south or south-west.  
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Greenfinch 
Ringed 3M 11.10.03 Heysham Observatory  
Controlled  12.5.04 Slaley, Northumberland  112km 

Ringed 3M 30.9.04 Blubberhouses Cemetary, N Yorks  
Controlled  29.2.04 Out Rawcliffe, Fylde, Lancs  75km 

Ringed 5F 1.3.03 Pilling Marsh, Lancs   
Dead  16.6.04 Edmundbyers, Durham  116km 

Ringed 4F 15.10.02 Heysham Observatory  
Controlled  30.8.04 Darlton, Notts  162km  

The first three are singing from the same hymn sheet, backed up by well-recorded NE to SW 
visible migration by this species through Heysham etc. in October. The final recovery, a north-
westerly movement, is more unusual but not unprecedented 

Twite 
The Lancashire breeding population, based mainly on ringing at Cant Clough, provided winter 
recoveries as usual from coastal sites from Flamborough Head to Kent. Similarly, coastal 
wintering birds, ringed at Heysham, provided sightings/recaptures on the Duddon Estuary, 
Cumbria (winter/passage) and the southern Hebrides in the breeding season – mainly Sanda 
and the Mull of Kintyre. 
 However, this neat pattern was rudely interrupted by wintering Pennine-ringed birds 
comprising ALL THREE of the Lancs coastal sightings SOUTH of the Ribble! Similarly, the 
only ringed bird in a North Wales coastal flock was also of Pennine origin. Then two Heysham-
ringed birds from November 2004 were found on the Lincolnshire coast later in the winter, 
joining the single bird in the same area ringed at Heysham in the 2002/3 winter. An inland 
Twite on the Lune at Gressingham on 11.4.05 had been ringed at Cant Clough on 26.7.03 and 
complemented (or was the same bird as?!) a single Pennine-ringed bird captured during winter 
2004/5 winter on the Duddon Estuary . 
 The missing piece of the jigsaw is a Heysham/Duddon-ringed bird found breeding in the 
Lancashire Pennines. 

Siskin 
Ringed 5M 2.4.04 Cross Lane Head, Bridgenorth, Salop  
Controlled  9.4.04 Over Kellet 176km 

Ringed 5M 12.3.03 Over Kellet  
Controlled  6.5.03 Huntly, Grampian 371km 

Typical recoveries 

Reed Bunting 
Ringed 3F 11.10.03 Dimples, Garstang  
Controlled  5.8.04 Leighton Moss 32km 
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Lancashire Firsts in 2004 
Semipalmated Sandpiper 
Great Knot 
Penduline Tit 

SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER 
Brockholes Quarry, 25 July 2004 
Tony Disley & Bill Aspin 

On Sunday 25 July I (Tony Disley) was due to work at the In Focus shop at Martin Mere and 
thought an early start at my local patch, Brockholes Quarry, was in order as I hadn’t been the 
day before due to an artwork deadline. Arriving at 07.15hrs in strong winds and pouring rain, I 
elected to view the main pool from the car. The site had been going through a bit of a purple 
patch of late, with Pectoral Sandpiper, Long-eared Owl and Manx Shearwater in recent weeks.  

The weather on the day was looking particularly good for wader passage, with low 
cloud, rain and a westerly wind. As I scanned the eastern end of the main pool with bins, a 
small wader appeared very briefly before disappearing amongst the maze of sand and gravel. 
The first thought was a washed-out adult Sanderling but it was only when an adult Dunlin 
appeared where it had been that I realised it was stint-sized. About 30 seconds later it 
reappeared in roughly the same spot and I was immediately struck by its drab appearance and 
mix of grey and black scapulars.  

I reached for my camcorder, got out of the car and began setting up a tripod, but the 
bird had disappeared again. Several minutes later I picked it up again with my bins and, as it 
was still pouring with rain, I looked from the car, resting my scope on the window. I watched it 
for about 2-3 minutes from the car through the scope as it fed with a Dunlin.  

It was now that the first thought of Semipalmated Sandpiper came into my head, but I 
dismissed that and considered that the bird’s bill shape didn’t look as thick and blunt-tipped as 
I thought it should for that species, although the upperpart pattern did look good.  

I quickly decided it must be a drab Little Stint. With hindsight, this was a rash decision! 
It was at this point that I texted Bill Aspin that there was a Little Stint present.  

As I scanned again there was no sign of it, just the Dunlin it was with. Just then the stint 
flew past and began slowly to gain height as it flew the length of the main pool; it appeared to 
be departing as I lost it behind trees. The thought of it maybe dropping down on the new 
workings spurred me on to don full waterproofs and wellies, as I wanted to see it for longer 
and try and get some footage. 

I set off around the new workings No.1 pit, which had been excellent for waders 
recently. Halfway along the raised banking, I started scanning the mass of pools and gravel bed, 
but there was no sign. My waterproofs were by now soaking wet and I was beginning to worry 
about my camcorder getting water damage. However, I wanted to see it one more time, still 
keen to get some video before I had to leave.  

As I got to the south-west end of the pit I started scanning with my bins when I heard 
Dunlins calling, and as I looked up two adults dropped in about 40 yards away. As I looked at 
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them the stint suddenly appeared behind them. This was my chance, I unfolded the legs of my 
tripod and set it down but then I heard the Dunlin calling. As I looked up the Stint was again 
airborne and flying round with the Dunlin, I watched as they flew towards the other end of the 
pit and

at the car I texted the time (08.00hrs) I 
last saw

t it was a drab Little Stint. Bill said he 
would 

that it must have been the dull light in the bad weather earlier that had made it 
appear

l Dunlin were already taking full advantage of this and were already 
departi

 Dunlin now 
remain

tracted us 
for the

 Hobby. I quickly did this 
while I

had in the field – but I told myself it couldn’t be a 
Semi-p

ainst field guides and illustrations, I began 
to wor

s said he'd 
compa

work as he was, I got through to the answer 
phone 

 appeared to drop down.  
Time was now getting on and I was soaking wet, I had to be thinking of leaving to get to 

Martin Mere on time, so I headed off back towards where they had dropped in and had one last 
quick look but, seeing nothing, I decided to leave. Back 

 the bird to Bill Aspin and left for Martin Mere. 
Later that morning Bill rang and asked me what else had been present and we talked 

about the stint. I said it appeared to lack any colour, I even said it looked like a Semi-pee at 
first, but that its bill structure looked wrong and I though

have a look for it and try get some video footage.  
Later that afternoon I got a call from Bill saying it was still present but it had took him 5 

hours to find it! He informed me that he had seen rufous tones to some of the upperparts and 
that it had a mantle 'V' and, crucially, appeared to show no palmations (how wrong the latter 
would prove to be); he had managed to get less than a minute’s worth of video footage. So we 
both concurred 

 so drab. 
When Bill left the site at 17.15hrs the stint was still present, the weather was rapidly 

improving and severa
ng to the west. 
Nevertheless, as soon as I finished work at the Mere I headed straight to the Quarry, 

arriving at 18.15hrs, and had another look for it – but without any luck, only one
ed and I assumed the bird had departed with the remainder of the Dunlin.  
As I got back to the car some other birders were watching a Hobby which dis
 rest of that evening as it performed on and off giving at times perched views. 
It was not until the next day that the identification was to be resolved! I was behind with 

some pen & ink drawings I had a deadline to complete, and was busy working next morning 
when Bill rang to ask if I could email him some videograbs of the

 looked at the stint images he had emailed for the first time.  
Again I thought that the bird did look drab and had an upperpart pattern like a Semi-

pee, but the bill now looked chunkier than it 
ee because of the lack of palmations.  
So I went back to work with my drawings. Early afternoon my phone rang, it was Chris 

Batty, he'd been looking at the videograbs on Bills website and asked why it wasn’t a Semi-pee. 
We then discussed the bird at length, with Chris reading out some useful points by Killian 
Mullarney and when, for the first time I checked it ag

ry that we had made a monumental cock up.  
The bird showed all the key features even down to the head pattern, Chri
red it to photos of an adult on the Scilly Isles last August and it was bang on. 
By now I was feeling a real mix of emotions, I said to Chris I needed to speak to Bill 

and ask him about how convinced he is that it didn’t have palmations and that I'd call him 
back. I immediately rang Bill’s mobile, but being at 

and left a message saying, “Ring me asap!!”  
Getting back to my laptop I compared the bird to the pictures Chris had mentioned 

earlier, it was almost feather by feather the same bird, the only feature now really at odds was 
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the lack of webbing between the toes, I again rang Bill, this time he was able to answer. “Are 
you absolutely convinced the bird has no palmations?” I asked. "No!" came the animated reply. 
A few hours earlier, whilst running late for work, Bill had checked the five images he had taken 
with his digital camera, which at the time he had dismissed as not worth looking at on the PC 
due to windshake. To his abject horror one appeared to clearly show webbing between two 
toes an call. 

It was then that we fully realized the magnitude of what we had done! 

eek, Wyre Estuary, 31 July 2004 

ame extra coverage. Rarely did I visit and not find the estuary being 

, watched for less than 10 seconds at more than 500 yards: I couldn't believe it - 
but I'd

ade a fundamental error, but what? A 
breedin

d he had been able to think of nothing else whilst at work, prior to the 

 
 
 
GREAT KNOT 
Skippool Cr
Chris Batty 

The upper reaches of the Wyre Estuary have been my local patch for as long as I have been 
birding. Nearly twenty years without a true rarity on the Wyre came to an end in August 2003 
when fellow patch-worker Paul Slade found a White-rumped Sandpiper in a large Dunlin flock. 
 In 2004 I was determined not to be beaten to a rarity on the Wyre and increased my 
efforts. The rewards were small, but appreciated nonetheless: Yellow-legged Gull, three 
Mediterranean Gulls, three Little Egrets, two Spotted Redshanks and two Curlew Sandpipers. 
With these local scarcities c
scoured by another birder. 
 On 31 July I was working, so an early morning visit would be my only opportunity to visit 
the patch. When I arrived I scanned the mouth of Skippool Creek then across towards Shard 
Bridge. As I slowly passed over a distant flock of Redshank on the tidal sands I saw 'the bird' 
and it felt surreal. A Great Knot. A GREAT KNOT! As I struggled for my mobile phone the 
Redshank flew, the Great Knot with them. I grabbed my scope and phoned Rare Bird Alert, 
garbling a frantic message as I ran back to my car. Nobody would believe me. A Great Knot, at 
Skippool Creek

 seen it. 
I arrived at Shard Bridge and scanned but there was no sign of the bird. I was beginning 

to think the worst: no reputation could stand this. Then there it was, alone by the main channel 
on the far side of the bridge but again it took flight and disappeared in the direction of 
Skippool Creek – and still no one else had arrived. At this point the enormity of the situation 
struck me: the third British Great Knot, on my local patch, on my own. I'd hoped for a rarity; I 
hadn't dreamt of this. I must be mistaken; I must have m

g plumaged male Ruff? No, it was a Great Knot! 
I sped back over the bridge and scanned across to Skippool Creek and located it 

immediately, the only wader amongst the feeding Black-headed Gulls. Even at a half mile range 
there w

e 
had see

ull at Skippool 
Creek – the third site record, it attracted many birders over the following days. 

as no mistaking it.  
Not long after I had left for work, the Great Knot flew off high to the south-west and, 

despite searching by others of local wader roosts, it was not relocated and it seemed that w
n the last of it. Only 22 birders had managed to see the Great Knot before it departed. 
Over the following two weeks coverage of the upper Wyre Estuary was thorough with 

several locals making daily visits. On 12 August I found an adult Ring-billed G
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The Great Knot had become nothing more than a fond memory when, at 9:20am on 16 
August, as I scanned from by Shard Bridge, I once again caught a glimpse of a distinctive long-
winged wader disappearing behind a mud bank. I repositioned myself, and there, amongst 
Redshanks, was the Great Knot. Once again I immediately phoned out the incredible news. 
Those who had just missed the bird on 31 July could not believe their luck! 

As the tide began to rise the bird joined the roosting waders at the mouth of Skippool 
Creek and showed well to the gathering crowd before being lost at midday after a low-flying 
helicopter disturbed all the roosting waders. The following day saw the Great Knot put on its 
best performance being on show from just after 9am until 2:40pm when it flew off high to the 
west from an upstream high tide wader roost. 
 Along with many others, I searched the Wyre Estuary all day on 18 August but there was 
no sign of the Great Knot. However, it was reported again the following day, briefly by Shard 
Bridge around 11am before flying towards Skippool Creek. I was on site within minutes of the 
reported sighting and was greeted by an unconvincing description from novice birdwatchers 
who believed they had seen the bird. The previous day a Turnstone had caused a false alarm 
and on searching the gathered waders at Skippool Creek at midday on the 18th the same 
Turnstone was again present….. 
 
 
 
PENDULINE TIT 
Leighton Moss, 11 November 2004 
Brin Best 

Students on my introductory course on birds travelled to Leighton Moss hoping to catch a 
glimpse of a Bearded Tit, but returned home with a much rarer reed-dwelling species under 
their belt. Such is the thrill of birding. 

The trip was planned as the climax of a seven-week course on the identification and 
ecology of birds, held at Craven College, Skipton. During the previous weeks the group had 
worked hard to build up their knowledge of commoner British species on a variety of 
excursions into the Yorkshire Dales. This foray to the Lancashire coast was intended to add a 
number of new species to their notebooks, as well as showing them the benefits of birding in a 
completely different habitat. 

As soon as we entered Lillian’s hide we knew it was going to be a great day. One of the 
RSPB volunteers called out that a Bittern was showing in the open – a bird that we had talked 
of, but which I thought we would be fortunate to see well.  

The Bittern – a male we were told by one of the dedicated watchers – sat on a tree 
stump at the back of the pool for 15 minutes, preening, peering around, sky-pointing and 
behaving for all the world like it just wanted to be seen. This would have been the highlight of 
the day for everyone – except for what happened over lunch. 

Due to the scrub burning underway in other parts of the reserve we decided to eat our 
lunch while watching the Bittern – it struck me that the opportunity to study the species at 
leisure may not come easily to my students again. Binoculars, telescopes and cameras were all 
pointed at the bird as we discussed the intricacies of its plumage and I gave a potted history of 
its rise and fall as a British species. 
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Sandwiches eaten, I decided to take one more look at the Bittern before packing my 
scope away, ready for the trip to the coastal hides. As I peered through the lens at x40 I noticed 
a small bird flitting about on the edge of the reeds. Fully expecting it to be a Bearded Tit I 
focusse

oup and the rest of the birders in the hide, and then it turned out to 
be som

ve never seen a group of beginners fight for the ‘scope like they 
did, an

ght I too was a beginner and had just seen a Bearded Tit and turned 
to the 

nly 
did no

light of my autumn, we 
assed birders and reserve staff running in the opposite direction to see the bird. It was present 

 to 
document this record, and to the unknown observer who first pointed out the Bittern to us. It 
was nice to repay the favour. A version of this article first appeared in Birding North West. 

 
 

d the scope up, ready to show another new species to my group. I knew they were going 
to appreciate this smart little bird.  

But then it came fully into view… ‘Hold on this doesn’t look right for a beardy,’ I 
thought – ‘It’s too small, it’s got a black mask, a rufous back, and a grey head…It has to be a 
Penduline Tit!’ Mixed emotions followed. I’ve seen plenty of Penduline Tits before, especially 
in Europe, and they’re hard to confuse with anything, but wouldn’t it be embarrassing if I 
started showing it to my gr

ething much more common? I was the group leader, and they thought I was an ‘expert’. 
I needed to be 100% sure. 

I looked again in the scope, zoomed in still further, but the bird had moved from view. 
Then the reeds twitched and sure enough here was Lancashire’s first Penduline Tit – and now it 
hopped on to a bulrush head and in characteristic fashion started picking off the seeds, sending 
a blizzard of fluff into the water below. It just had to be a Penduline Tit, and I shouted out the 
species’ name to my group. I’

d many of them managed to see the bird as it moved back and forth, feeding on seed 
heads in front of the Bittern. 

Now it was time to let the other birders know about the find. They were a little sceptical 
at first – perhaps they thou

wrong page in my field guide! But thankfully soon they themselves were enjoying views 
of this continental visitor.  

Another observer, Steven Grimshaw, realised that he’d been filming the Bittern through 
his scope at the moment I’d first seen the Penduline Tit. He hastily rewound his camcorder and 
there it was, popping into view next to the Bittern. Surely this was the first time a Penduline Tit 
and Bittern have been filmed together in this country. Although the bird was only seen at range 
at the back of the pool, most observers felt that it was a female. The thin black mask certai

t appear to extend on to the forehead. But others features of the bird, such as the 
strongly rufous mantle and breast, seemed to correspond more to the plumage of the male.  

As my birding group left the hide, excited by the birding high
p
on and off for much of that afternoon, but was not seen subsequently. 
 
Acknowledgements: I am grateful to Steven Grimshaw, whose video-grabs helped
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The Skelmersdale Chiffchaff 
18 April to 2 May 2004 

S. J. White 

 
On 18 April Lesley Smith heard an unusual song in woodland at the bottom of her garden but 
the bird was not checked until the following day, when Ed Smith tentatively identified it as an 
Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus iberiae. News was put out and over the next week many hundreds 
of birders saw and, more importantly, heard the bird. All agreed that the song was extremely 
unusual and, encouraged no doubt by a claim of an Iberian Chiffchaff in Northumberland a 
week or so before, a majority opinion began to form that the bird was, indeed, iberiae. It should 
be noted, however, that at least two prominent Lancashire birders maintained from the start 
that the song, although unusual, most closely resembled that of Common Chiffchaff Ph. collybita 
in structure. Several tape-recordings were made of the song and, although they were of rather 
poor quality, these were analysed by Martin Collinson. The sonograms he produced confirmed 
that the song was entirely consistent with that of collybita and contained no elements of iberiae.  

News of these results was made public and the majority of birders promptly lost interest 
in the bird, content to dismiss it as ‘just a Chiffchaff’. It continued singing in the same small 
woodland until at least 2 May.  

The sonogram results clearly precluded any possibility of pursuing a claim for iberiae but 
the identity of the bird was never resolved, with perhaps equally convincing evidence weighing 
against unequivocal identification as collybita. This was certainly sufficient to warrant full 
documentation of the record. A number of notes were received but the following account 
draws largely upon detailed descriptions provided by Ed Smith, Tim Melling and Graham 
Jones. 
 
Appearance 
There was never any doubt that the bird was a Phylloscopus warbler, similar in both structure and 
size to Common Chiffchaff, but the bird’s plumage was unusually bright with very striking 
yellow and green tones more reminiscent of Iberian. 

Forehead, nape and crown were pale brown but with some yellow-green on the nape. 
Supercilium was relatively indistinct, sometimes appearing off-white in the field, but with a 
distinct yellow tinge. Eye-stripe was dark grey and prominent, especially in front of the eye, 
narrowing to a point level with the rear of the ear-coverts. ‘Cheeks’ were roughly concolourous 
with the rest of the head but with no yellow tones; they appeared slightly streaky for a 
Chiffchaff. A prominent broken eye-ring was pure white below and yellow above.  
 Upperparts were dull olive-green with rump and uppertail coverts a quite striking yellow-
green. Wings and tail had pale green fringes, forming a slight panel in the wings. Median and 
greater coverts were also fringed yellow-green. Tertials had broad, bright edges, contrasting 
with darker grey centres. Many observers thought that the primary projection looked rather 
long for a Chiffchaff. It was estimated at between half and two-thirds of the length of the 
exposed tertials but unfortunately no photographs allowed more precise measurement.  
 Underparts were off-white with a faint lemon wash across the breast, a bright primrose 
wash on the undertail coverts and throat ( paler on the throat), thin yellow streaks on the flanks 
and distinctly yellow ‘thighs’. Common Chiffchaffs nearby were much more uniformly coloured 
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and the bird was easily picked out from these when viewed from below. On one occasion the 
underwing was seen as the bird fluttered, revealing yellow on the underwing coverts. 
 The bill was noticeably pale, pink horn, more yellow towards the base but darker along 
the top of the upper mandible and at the tip of the lower mandible. The legs were clearly paler 
(but not distinctively so) than typical Chiffchaff – a medium flesh brown. 
 
Song 
The song was given in two distinct phases, usually beginning with six or more ‘chiffs’ (with a 
‘chaff’ or two occasionally inserted into the sequence) and followed by a rapid succession of 
notes eliding into a single trill (variously transcribed as ‘too-too-too-too-too-too’, ‘dit-dit-dit-
dit-dit-dit’ or ‘chitty-chitty-chitty’. The whole sequence lasted about three or four seconds. 
Sometimes an extra pulse of these latter notes was added straight after the first, and 
occasionally an extra rather squeaky ‘cheet’ note was added at the end of the trill, rising in pitch 
at the end. Tim Melling described the song thus: ‘the first slower notes of the song were very 
reminiscent of Chiffchaff, but perhaps a little quicker. The trill was perhaps most reminiscent 
of Cirl Bunting, or possibly Lesser Whitethroat, but not really like either.’ The song lacked what 
are thought to be the diagnostic ‘weet’ notes in the first part of the song. Typical Iberian song is 
usually transcribed as ‘jip, jip, weet, weet, chiffy-chiffy-chiff’. 
 It called infrequently – at too high a pitch for the most frequent observer. One observer, 
Graham Jones described it thus: ‘ I was surprised by the odd call it made – a sharp single 
syllable 'huit' or perhaps 'tuit', but very different from the soft 'hooweet' of Chiffchaff’. 
 
Behaviour 
 Whenever it sang the bird twitched its wings and tail, most noticeably during the trill, 
when the whole bird was quivering and almost everyone who saw it remarked on its 
resemblance in this respect to a Wood Warbler. 

The bird spent almost all of its time high in the canopy, either picking insects from 
under Sycamore leaves, or singing. No-one ever reported seeing it giving the typical Chiffchaff 
tail bob, not even while feeding, when Chiffchaffs do so habitually. 
 Chiffchaffs do not breed in the locality although a number were present in the wood in 
the first two weeks or so. The bird in question remained, still singing constantly, until at least 
the first week of May, long after the last Common Chiffchaffs had left for breeding sites 
elsewhere. It was never seen interacting with Common Chiffchaffs. 
 The most critical piece of evidence, however, was the bird’s response to taped songs. 
Several observers played both Common and Iberian Chiffchaff songs to the bird and all 
reported similar reactions.  

Ed Smith described these this way: ‘On several occasions I played a recording of Iberian 
Chiffchaff song in the wood. The bird would immediately react to this and fly straight towards 
me, landing very close by. None of the Common Chiffchaffs would exhibit a reaction. A tape 
was also played of the recent Newbiggin Iberian Chiffchaff and this also provoked a very 
similar reaction. When a tape of Common Chiffchaff song was played there was no reaction’.  

Graham Jones put it like this: ‘I played the Iberian Chiffchaff recording from the ‘Wild 
Sounds Bird Songs of Europe and North West Africa’ CD set to the Skem Chiffchaff on 22 
April. During the five minutes that I played the recording continuously to the bird it responded 
with song on two occasions for 30-45 seconds each time. Throughout the entire time of playing 
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the bird stayed close to the recording and (apologies for the anthropomorphism) appeared very 
curious. I also played Common Chiffchaff to the bird for two minutes but it did not respond 
with so yed’. 

Whatever our analysis, the bird itself clearly ‘thought’ it was an Iberian Chiffchaff! 
ng and, furthermore, moved away from the area where the recording was being pla

 
 
Sonograms 
Martin Collinson has kindly provided the following sonograms. 

Iberian Chiffchaff, taken from Roche CD. 
 

 
 
 
 
Common Chiffchaff, taken from National Sound Archive 

 
 
 
 
Skelmersdale Chiffchaff, taken from recording made by Tim Melling. 
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Cetaceans off the Merseyside and 
Lancashire Coast in 2004 

S. J. White 

2004 saw unprecedented numbers of cetaceans in inshore waters in Lancashire and Merseyside. 
The overwhelming majority were Harbour Porpoises, the first report of which were two adults 
close offshore from Crosby Marine Park on 1 April. There were regular sightings of at least one 
in the same area until at least 2 May, and on 18 April one was tracked into the Mersey as far as 
Runcorn. Another was seen from the Mersey Ferry on 14 May and the following day at least 
six, and probably more than twelve, were seen from Liverpool Pier Head. Two were near 
Eastham Lock on the Cheshire side of the inner Mersey on 16 May. One was off Marshside on 
20 April and a pod of ten was wandering between the mouth of the Ribble and Blackpool 
South Pier on 4 May. Further north, one was seen off Jenny Brown’s Point on 16 May and two 
off Heysham on 2 July. 
 Harbour Porpoises are always the commonest cetaceans in Lancashire’s shallow inshore 
waters but such numbers have never been recorded before. It seems likely that considerably 
more were present than these records suggest, particularly since little seawatching takes place – 
at least off the Sefton coast - during April and May.  
 The first explanation for their presence so close to shore was that they had been attracted 
by an unusually plentiful fish supply. But this optimism was soon shattered when corpses began 
to wash up on the beaches. Five were found on the Sefton coast in the first week of  May and a 
further 18 had been found there by late December, mostly before mid-July. At least another 
five corpses were found on the Cheshire side of the Mersey Narrows and North Wirral Shore 
and one at Blackpool during May. The reasons for this large-scale mortality are unknown but 
there was no evidence that it was a result of ‘by-catch’ by fishing vessels. Unconfirmed reports 
of a couple of post-mortems suggested the animals were underweight and in poor condition 
and carrying heavy parasite loads. Another theory is that at least some deaths might have been 
caused by Bottle-nosed Dolphins and it is possible that an abundance of fish in onshore waters 
may have brought the two species into conflict – but there is no evidence for either 
supposition. 
 Good numbers of Bottle-nosed Dolphins were seen – but only on one day. Twelve were 
seen off Jenny Brown’s Point on 16 May and perhaps two of these off Heysham the same day. 
Remarkably, a Bottle-nosed Whale was also off Jenny Brown’s on 16 May.  
 The only other species recorded was a 15m Sei Whale, weighing 36 tonnes, brought into 
the Liverpool docks, stuck on the bow of a container ship on 20 July. It is thought, however, 
that the fatal collision occurred off western Ireland. 

 



154 Lancashire Bird Report 2004 

 

‘Northern/Eastern’ Bullfinches in 
Lancashire, 2004 

J. F. Wright 

Beginning on 10 October an unprecedented invasion of Bullfinches occurred in Britain and 
Ireland in autumn 2004. Shetland received the lion’s share with a peak day count of 465 on the 
18th and at least 1400 in total. Half of them were on Fair Isle where 170 were trapped and 
ringed. Smaller numbers were logged in Orkney and mainland Scotland and record numbers 
also reached the Outer Hebrides, with 70 on Lewis on the 17th. There was also a good 
scattering of sightings along the English east coast south to East Anglia, and a few reached 
Ireland.  

These birds aroused a lot of interest due to their far-carrying trumpet like call – likened 
to the horn on a toy car. This was very distinctive and very different to the soft and melancholy 
‘peu’ calls made by British and Scandinavian birds. 

Birders in Lancashire began to listen for the distinctive nasal call and were rewarded 
with the following records:  

28th October. Pete Marsh had a male at Heysham which headed south-west with a loose flock 
of Chaffinches. Several calls were approximately five tones deeper than up to three British birds 
on the reserve, one of which called in response to the overflying bird but unfortunately did not 
entice it down. 

31st October. Fresh from seeing (and more importantly hearing) birds at Spurn Point the day 
before, I located a male and a female amongst a flock of nine Bullfinches near the causeway at 
Stocks Reservoir. These two birds gave the nasal call but the others in the flock gave the ‘peu’ 
call. It is interesting to note that large numbers of ‘normal’ Bullfinches were also seen during 
this period.  
 
In November the invading birds dissipated quite rapidly. Most were seen in north-west 
Scotland with a few being reported in East Anglia and the odd inland county. Again this 
included Lancashire with one further record as follows:  

21st November – One was reported at Aldcliffe.  
 
In December several were still around Shetland and the Outer Hebrides while a few were also 
reported at various sites in England and Wales. Careful searching in the north of the county 
produced two additional Lancashire records: 

11th December. Pete Marsh had at least one ‘toy horn’ Bullfinch along with several giving 
more normal calls just south-east of Cold Park Wood, Quernmore, an area of gorse and planted 
Sitka Spruce. 

12th December. Pete Marsh had two males and one female big, bright Bullfinches giving ‘toy 
horn’ calls either side of Old Moor Road, next to Herring Head Wood, Wennington. Once 
again large numbers of birds giving the familiar call were also present with 25 seen that day.  
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Eminent Scandinavian birder Lars Jonsson has commented that the invasion must have 
included individuals from other geographical areas. He had not heard this call in 30 years of 
birding in Sweden. It seems likely that north-west Europe experienced an invasion from 
populations far to the east of Fennoscandia.  
 Much speculation has followed about the origins of these birds but no firm conclusions 
have yet been made. It transpires that these calls have been heard and recorded  in Europe 
before – in the Netherlands during an invasion in autumn 2001, in northern Finland in June 
2003 and in Komi Republic, European Russia in June 2002 and 2004. It will be interesting to 
see if the Russian sightings, in particular, point to the origin of these birds.     
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Arrival and Departure Dates for Summer Migrants 

The table of first and last dates is a regular feature of the bird report giving an ‘at a glance’ view of actual and 
expected first arrival and last departure dates. The table summarises the following information: 

The earliest spring arrival and latest autumn records in 2004. 
The earliest recorded spring and latest recorded autumn records. 
The average (median) earliest arrival and latest departure dates. 
The trends for Earlier or Later arrival or departure where these are statistically significant between 1970 
and 2004. Records of presumed over-wintering and sickly birds have been omitted. 

 
 Spring Autumn 

 2004 Earliest Median Trend 2004 Latest Median Trend 

Garganey 26/3 24.2.95 27/3 ns 12/10    
Osprey 15/3 8.3.97 5/4 E 22/9 26.10.99 3/10  
LRP 13/3 12.3.95 & 00 27/3 E 26/9 15.10.79 16/9 ns 
Dotterel 20/4 29.3.89 25/4 ns 8/9    
Whimbrel 13/4 11.3.78 15/4 ns 3/11 6.11.88 16/9  
Wood Sandpiper 25/4 14.4.83 4/5 ns 3/9 28.10.78 21/9 ns 
Common Sandpiper 2/4 21.3.66 7/4 ns 23/10 29.10.77 13/10 ns 
Sandwich Tern 19/3 2.3.92 29/3 ns 5/10 2.12.94 10/10 ns 
Common Tern 16/4 1.4.91 12/4 ns 30/10 17.11.77 22/10 E 

Arctic Tern 14/4 1.4.94 16/4 ns 1/11 2.11.95 12/10 ns 
Little Tern 17/4 13.4.91 24/4 ns 2/10 23.10.03 17/9 ns 
Black Tern 8/5 11.4.80 29/4 ns 12/10 12.11.00 9/10 ns 
Turtle Dove 26/5 13.4.80 3/5 ns / 18.10.92   
Cuckoo 11/4 23.3.00 17/4 ns / 29.9.75 30/8 E 

Swift 1/4 1.4.04 20/4 ns 27/10 4.12.63 10/10 ns 
Sand Martin 16/3 24.2.90 12/3 E 27/9 29.10.72 3/10 ns 
Swallow 12/3 10.3.97 27/3 E 30/12 31.12.86 14/11 ns 
House Martin 25/3 17.3.63 3/4 ns 25/10 31.12.81 1/11 E 

Tree Pipit 1/4 17.3.57 5/4 ns / 18.10.67   
Yellow Wagtail 16/4 24.3.96 9/4 ns 2/10 11.11.95 4/10 ns 
Redstart 10/4 28.3.68 12/4 ns 11/9 10.11.82 9/10 E 

Whinchat 21/4 20.3.76 20/4 L 5/10 12.11.79 18/10 E 

Wheatear 16/3 26.2.03 11/3 ns 30/10 20.11.98 & 01 1/11 ns 
Ring Ouzel 17/3 11.3.99 24/3 E 30/10 11.12.00 31/10 L 

Grasshopper Warbler 14/4 9.4.75 17/4 ns 29/9 2.10.68   
Sedge Warbler 13/4 27.3.03 14/4 E 11/9 14.11.96 30/9 ns 
Reed Warbler 20/4 7.4.02 18/4 E 30/9 14.11.93 8/10 ns 
Garden Warbler 17/4 14.4.93 21/4 E 12/10 13.11.95 22/10 ns 
Lesser Whitethroat 20/4 16.4.44 23/4 E 13/9 23.11.99 19/9 L 

Whitethroat 18/4 6.4.65 20/4 E 30/9 23.10.90 29/9 ns 
Wood Warbler 23/4 14.4.79 22/4 ns / 26.9.67   
Willow Warbler 30/3 18.3.79 31/3 ns 17/10 18.11.89 12/10 ns 
Spotted Flycatcher 29/4 20.4.85 1/5 ns 26/9 15.11.79 5/10 ns 
Pied Flycatcher 18/4 12.4.94 17/4 ns 15/9 3.11.01 25/9 ns 
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