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CETTI'S WARBLER  Cettia cetti 

Breeding 
No Cettiôs Warbler was seen in Lancashire until one at Marton Mere in 1990 

but, following an increase in wintering records throughout the 1990s at both 

Marton Mere and Leighton Moss and at two other sites in Fylde and 

Merseyside in the 2000s, it became increasingly likely that the species was 

set to colonise Lancashire. 

Figure 1. Cettiôs Warbler: breeding distribution, 2008-2011. 

(Large dots = probable/proven; small dots = possible). 

 

 In early autumn 2009 at least four were at both Marton Mere and 

Leighton Moss and successful breeding was finally confirmed at Marton 

Mere in 2010, where five males had been singing in spring. Breeding was 

thought probable at Leighton Moss the following year and two pairs were 

confirmed there in 2012. 

 It seems likely that around six pairs now breed in Lancashire. 

Winter  

Birds were seen annually during 2007/08 to 2010/11 at both Marton Mere 

and Leighton Moss. There were two additional records: one trapped in the 

Rimrose Valley, Sefton in November and December 2010 and two trapped at 

Fleetwood Marsh in November the same year. 

 In addition, a migrant/dispersing juvenile was trapped at Heysham on 

15 October 2011. 

SJW 

Figure 2. Cettiôs Warbler: winter distribution, 2007/08-2010/11. 
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LONG -TAILED TIT  Aegithalos caudatus 

Breeding 
Long-tailed Tits spread rapidly throughout Lancashire during the last decades 

of the twentieth century, their range increasing by 33% at the 10km square 

level between 1969 and 2000. This increase has continued in the past decade; 

birds were located in 722 tetrads during 2008-11, 77% of the county total and 

indicating a 23% more extensive range than in 2000 (Fig.1).  

Figure 1. Long-tailed Tit: breeding distribution, 2008-2011. 

(Large dots = probable/proven; small dots = possible). 

 

 They were absent from the highest ground and from saltmarshes but 

also from areas of farmland south of the Ribble and in central Fylde. A total 

of 185 tetrads were newly occupied, mostly in the western coastal strip of 

Merseyside and Lancashire, while the 53 losses were widespread but 

somewhat concentrated in the east (Fig.2).  

Figure 2. Long-tailed Tit: changes in breeding distribution, 1997-2000 to 2008-2011. 

(Green = gains, orange = losses). 

 

 Long-tailed Tits have successfully colonised suburbia and good 

numbers of ónewô tetrads were in the Liverpool conurbation, Blackpool and 

Preston; indeed, it appears that only Blackburn of our major towns and cities 

remains to be occupied fully. 
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 Breeding densities were essentially similar in the east and west of the 

county but were 30% higher in the south than the north. Tetrad surveyors 

estimated an average of seven pairs per occupied tetrad, producing a county 

total of 5000 pairs, 1.5% of the British total. 

Winter  
Birds were slightly more widespread in winter, being found in 765 tetrads, 

81% of the county total, but their distribution was essentially the same as in 

summer (Fig.3). 

Figure 3. Long-tailed Tit: winter distribution, 2007/08-2010/11. 

 

 As in the breeding season there were no major differences in numbers 

between the four quarters of the county, although fewest were found in the 

north-east and to a lesser extent the north-west (Fig.4). Clusters of tetrads 

with the highest densities were found in Merseyside, the area surrounding 

Preston and in Rossendale. 

 Overall average population density was estimated at 26 individuals per 

tetrad, indicating a county population of 20000. 

SJW 

Figure 4. Long-tailed Tit: relative abundance in winter, 2007/08-2010/11. 

 
Dot size in descending order: 40-100; 20-39; 10-19; 1-9 
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WOOD WARBLER Phylloscopus sibilatrix 

During the nineteenth century Mitchell believed Wood Warblers to be 

commoner than Chiffchaffs in Lancashire. Their national population has, 

however, fallen by more than 60% since 1995 and they are now one of the 

three most rapidly declining species in Britain and seemingly heading rapidly 

towards extinction in Lancashire. 

 It is unusual to see this species in Merseyside or south-west Lancashire 

where it is rare as a migrant and long-extinct as a breeder. Nowadays there 

are two main breeding sites in the county ï the tributary valleys of the River 

Lune (Littledale, Hindburndale and Roeburndale) and the scattered 

woodlands to the east of Chorley.  

Figure 1. Wood Warbler: breeding distribution, 2008-2011. 

(Large dots = probable/proven; small dots = possible) 

 

 Wood Warblers were thought to be at least possibly breeding in 36 

tetrads (64 in 1997-2000) during 2008-2011 but probable or proven in only 

twelve (36 in 1997-2000); this represents a 44% decline in the past ten years 

on the wider measure of breeding or 66% on the narrower (Fig.1).  

Figure 2. Wood Warbler: changes in breeding distribution, 1997-2000 to 2008-2011. 

(Orange dots = losses; green dots = gains). 

 
 

 However, it is likely that Wood Warblers did actually at least attempt to 

breed in several of the ópossibleô tetrads, indeed, they were confirmed in one 

of them, Stocks Reservoir, in 2012. 
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 In the Lune Valley breeding took place in the Mallowdale, Outhwaite, 

Wray and Lower Thrushgill tetrads and was suspected in four others, while in 

the Chorley/West Pennine Moors area the White Coppice, Conyries, Brinscall 

and Darwen Moor tetrads were occupied and was thought possible in a 

further six tetrads centred on the Rivington/Roddlesworth area. Away from 

these core sites, breeding was proven in the Grizedale, Oakencough and 

Barnacre area, and probable near Padiham. 

 A total of 32 tetrads (all breeding statuses) appear to have been 

abandoned since 1997-2000, mostly within what were the core breeding 

areas, notably in the Lune Valley, but also across a huge swathe of east 

Lancashire and Rossendale, where the speciesô future hangs by a thread 

(Fig.2). Set against these losses six tetrads were apparently newly occupied, 

but all of these were fairly close to past breeding sites and may simply be the 

result of small shifts or perhaps reflect the difficulties in detecting Wood 

Warblers as population densities decline. 

RJH 

 

 

CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita 

Breeding 

Chiffchaffs were regarded as Lancashireôs rarest breeding leaf-warbler well 

into the twentieth century. How times change. Chiffchaffs have been 

flourishing throughout Britain for many years, their population having 

increased by 70% between 1995 and 2010. 

 This national trend was mirrored in Lancashire during 2008-2011, when 

Chiffchaffs were found in 662 tetrads, an increase in range of 40% since 

1997-200 and including 70% of all the tetrads in the county (Fig.1).  

 Their distribution was solid in most of the south-west of the county, 

including the urban fringes, although they were absent from treeless areas, 

and also in central Lancashire and much of north Lancashire but with some 

large gaps on farmland in the Fylde. Distribution was much patchier in the 

east where most of the uplands are avoided. 

 

Figure 1. Chiffchaff: breeding distribution, 2008-2011. 

(Large dots = probable/proven; small dots = possible) 

 

 A total of 226 tetrads appear to have been newly occupied since 1997-

2000 with only 44 apparently abandoned (Fig.2). Net gains have occurred 

throughout the county but there were conspicuous clusters in central 

Lancashire, the Fylde and parts of east Lancashire, while little change was 

evident in the north. 

 Breeding densities in occupied tetrads were 40% higher in the west of 

the county than the east, and highest in the south-west. Peak counts ranged 


